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 The undersigned law firms of Kassel McVey Attorneys at Law; Dean Omar Braham 

Shirley, LLP; Motley Rice, LLC; and Maune, Raichle, Hartley, French & Mudd, LLC (collectively, 

“Asbestos Victims Amici Curiae”) move for leave to file an amicus curiae brief in this matter.  The 

Asbestos Victims Amici Curiae are a collection of law firms representing persons injured by 

asbestos, and their current and future clients are potential beneficiaries of the funds at issue in the 

underlying appeal.  

 The underlying appeal will ultimately determine whether certain workers exposed to 

asbestos while working at WestPoint Stevens’ South Carolina facilities have a worker’s 

compensation remedy available should they develop mesothelioma, lung cancer, asbestosis, or 

other latent diseases which can and do take decades to manifest.   

 Additionally, the language utilized by the Court of Appeals in its opinion has the potential 

to impact other worker’s compensation cases involving South Carolina workers suffering from 

latent injuries or disease, and if not narrowly tailored, could deprive numerous South Carolina 

workers of any remedy for latent workplace injuries. 

 At present, no party to this appeal directly represents these workers, who will ultimately 

be the ones to benefit from or be deprived of compensation based upon this Court’s decision in the 

underlying appeal. The Asbestos Victims Amici Curiae have either represented such individuals in 

the past, currently represent such individuals, or anticipate potentially representing such 

individuals in the future.  They collectively have decades of experience representing persons 

injured by asbestos or suffering other latent injuries, and are uniquely situated to provide this Court 

with further information or argument in support of certain positions taken by the Petitioner South 

Carolina Workers’ Compensation Commission. 
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 Wherefore, the Asbestos Victims Amici Curiae respectfully request leave to file an amicus 

curiae brief in support of Appellant, and conditionally file the accompanying brief pursuant to 

Rule 243, SCACR. 

Dated: October 2, 2026                Respectfully submitted, 

 

               /s/ Theile B. McVey 

Theile B. McVey 

S.C. Bar No. 16682 

Kassel McVey Attorneys at Law 

1330 Laurel Street 

Post Office Box 1476 

Columbia, SC 29202 

tmcvey@kassellaw.com 

(803) 256-4242 

 

/s/ Charles W. Branham, III 

Charles W. Branham, III 

S.C. Bar No. 106178 

Dean Omar Branham Shirley, LLP 

1801 N. Lamar Street, Suite 300 

Dallas, TX 75202 

tbranham@dobslegal.com 

(214) 722-5990 

 

 

 

      

James W. Ledlie, Esq. 

S.C. Bar No. 68453 

Motley Rice, LLC 

28 Bridgeside Boulevard 

Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464 
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jledlie@motleyrice.com 

 

/s/ Joshua D. Cagle 

Joshua D. Cagle 

S.C. Bar. No. 78180 

Maune, Raichle, Hartley, French & Mudd, LLC 

300 West Coleman Boulevard, Suite 200 

Mount Pleasant, SC 29464 
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