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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA  
In the Court of Appeals  


__________  
  


APPEAL FROM CHARLESTON COUNTY  
Court of Common Pleas  


__________  
  


Civil Action Court Case No. 2025-CP-10-04577  
  


Appellate Case No. 2026-002058 
  
  


 The Bastion Group, LLC and Aaron Willard,     Petitioners,  
    
       


   v.  
      


 Robbins Construction Group, LLC    Respondent.  
  


_______________  
 


PETITIONERS’ REPLY TO RESPONDENT’S RETURN TO MOTION TO SUPPRESS 
_______________ 


I. Background. 


Respondent’s principal Derek Robbins sent an email on June 9, 2026, containing a screenshot 


of a PC desktop running Windows Phone Link software displaying the contents of a June 8, 


2026, private text message between Petitioner Aaron Willard and Charleston Southern University 


employee Candice Chastain.  The email was sent from Robbins to CSU President B. Keith 


Faulkner and concerned an ongoing bid process at CSU in which both Petitioners’ company and 


Respondent’s company were participating.  The evidence shows that neither of the two 


participants to that text message, Aaron Willard nor Candice Chastain, had shared that text 


message with anyone besides themselves.   


Upon seeing the screenshot attached to Derek Robbins’ June 9th email, Petitioner Willard 


immediately recognized the Windows Phone Link software and the private text message he had 


received from Ms. Chastain on the evening of June 8, 2026. Respondent and Petitioner Bastion 
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are competing construction companies in the Charleston market.  Since July 24, 2025, Petitioner 


Willard has been employed by Bastion.  Prior to July 23, 2025, Willard was employed by 


Robbins.  While employed by Robbins Willard used a Robbins’ owned Dell Laptop and his own 


personal Samsung S22 Android smartphone. To facilitate his work at Robbins, Willard used 


Windows Phone Link software to access his electronic communications on his phone from his 


PC desktop.  Samsung has an application built into its S22 (and S25) operating software called 


Link to Windows.  


“Microsoft describes Phone Link/Link to Windows as a continuing connection between 
the Android phone and PC. Once message permission is enabled, messages from the 
Android device are synced to and displayed on the PC without any action by the phone 
user. (See https://insights.samsung.com/2024/08/23/how-to-use-link-to-windows-on-
your-galaxy-smartphone-5/).” (Petitioners’ Memorandum in Support of the Motion to 
Suppress, pg. 2-3) 


 


Willard returned Robbins’ Dell PC when he left their employment.  Willard was careful 


to remove his passwords needed to access his personal electronic communications before 


returning the Robbins’ laptop.  


Shortly after he began working for Bastion in July 2025, Robbins began sending Willard 


and Bastion threats to stop Willard from engaging with business contacts involved in the 


competition between Robbins and Bastion.   


It is now clear following the discovery of the June 9, 2026, email containing the June 8th 


Chastain – Willard text message, and the admissions contained in Derek Robbins’ September 28, 


2026, affidavit that he extensively accessed Willard’s incoming electronic communications on 


the returned laptop.  


 “6. Information visible on the returned Robbins computer included business-related 
information concerning Robbins’ customers, projects, employees and business 
opportunities. Robbins reviewed information on the computer in connection its business 
operations and its investigation of matters involving Mr. Willard.  


7. Other information visible through the returned computer included communications 
concerning meetings and work involving Curtiss-Wright, GXO, bid information, and 
communications with current or former Robbins employees concerning employment with 
The Bastion Group, LLC.” (Aff. Of Derek Robbins 9/28/26, ¶¶ 6-7).  
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II. Respondents Complaint and its investigation of Willard relied extensively on 


harvesting Willard’s newly arriving electronic communications. 


It is also clear now that the Complaint filed by Robbins in the Court of Common Pleas and 


the investigation of Willard that led to it was largely (as admitted by Derek Robbins in his 


affidavit) the result of Robbins harvesting and using Willard’s incoming electronic 


communications on the returned Dell laptop.  


III. After 11 months of harvesting and analyzing newly arriving text messages 


Respondent cannot credibly claim they had no intention of intercepting 


Willard’s communications. 


Respondent’s defenses to Petitioner’s Motion to Suppress consist largely upon their claims 


that they did not intentionally reactivate Phone Link and did not intentionally intercept Willard’s 


electronic communications.   


The first cease and desist letter from Robbins concerning Willard’s activities came just days 


after he left Robbins’ employment in July 2025.  Even assuming Robbins’ best possible scenario 


that it did nothing more to start receiving Willard’s ongoing communications than deciding not to 


erase the software and account information on the machine as it was returned, (a departure from 


Robbins normal procedures) and only turned on the laptop running its existing software to start 


seeing newly arriving text messages, soon after they saw new communications arriving on the 


laptop in July 2025 Robbins should have determined they no longer had consent or other legal 


basis to continue reading and using Willard’s ongoing incoming electronic communications.  


Forensic examiner John Akerman in his attached affidavit established that the Chastain text 


message was received by Willard on his new S25 phone at 8:30PM on June 8, 2026. (This was 


not the same phone Willard used while employed by Robbins, which begs the question how this 


new phone got linked to the Robbins’ laptop many months after Willard left Robbins.) The 


Chastain text message arrived on Willard’s new S25 phone and the Robbins’ laptop nearly 11 


months after Willard left Robbins’ employment.  Derek Robbins sent the newly arrived Chastain 


text message to the CSU President the very next day.  The fact that in June 2026, 11 months after 


Willard left Robbins’ employment, Robbins was still actively monitoring Willard’s incoming 


communications attests to the intentionality of Robbins’ harvesting of Willard’s incoming 
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communications. After 11 months Respondent Robbins cannot credibly assert that their reception 


and use of Willard’s electronic communications was “unintentional.”  


IV. The instant case is completely distinguishable from authorities cited by 


Respondent. 


The situation of Robbins actively monitoring and using newly arrived communications on the 


Dell laptop is completely distinguished from the scenario and holding in Ducharme v. Madewell 


Concrete, LLC. cited by Respondent.  In Ducharme the plaintiff left employment with Madewell 


concrete on December 5, 2019.  Plaintiff returned his former employer’s iPad on December 7, 


2019. The email in question was dated December 2, 2019.  Therefore, the email was transmitted 


and received days before the iPad was returned by Plaintiff.  There is no question that this was 


not an interception given this fact pattern.  Nothing in the fact patterns of Ducharme, or Carson 


v. Emergency MD, LLC, 2020 WL 5077655 (D.S.C.2020) provide for the contemporaneity 


required under the Wiretap Acts to qualify as an “interception.” 


The facts of this instant case are completely different.  Willard’s text messages obtained and 


used by Robbins were transmitted and received on the laptop AFTER Willard returned the 


laptop.  They were not resident on the laptop, or even yet transmitted, when Willard returned the 


laptop. It was not until after Robbins was in possession of the laptop and Willard was no longer 


Robbins’ employee that the text messages relied upon by Robbins were transmitted and received.  


This is a completely different scenario than Ducharme or Carson.  The Willard scenario using 


Link to Windows - Phone Link which automatically copies and forwards every text as it is being 


received / transmitted fully supports the requirements for contemporaneous interceptions.  


 


V. Windows Phone Link forwards copies of Willard’s text messages in real-time 


satisfying the contemporaneity requirement for “interception” under the SC 


Homeland Security Act. 


The mechanism by which Windows Phone Link / Link to Windows accesses on the fly text 


messages is very similar to the situation in which Apple forwards an iMessage from one iOS 


device or MacOS device to another.  The text messages are automatically forwarded by code 


based forwarding rules between the linked phone and Windows PC. This Court has already 
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accepted this logic first established in United States v. Councilman, 418 F.3d 67, 418 F.3d 67 (1st 


Cir. 2005) (en banc) that found Amazon’s emails copied and routed by a forwarding rule on an 


email server to an unauthorized mailbox setup by a rival bookseller that was monitored regularly 


by the rival’s employees constituted an illegal interception under the federal Electronic 


Communications Privacy Act.   The requirement that an interception occur contemporaneously 


with transmission was satisfied by the programmatic rule that copied the email in transit and 


delivered it to the unauthorized mailbox. The interception was found to have occurred at the 


point where the email was copied and forwarded while in transit. The “man in the middle” of this 


interception was a program in the middle rather than an actual man listening on a wire. In recent 


years Councilman has spawned a whole line of cases in which a program or forwarding rule that 


catches an electronic communication in flight and instantaneously sends a duplicate copy to 


another device has been found to qualify as a contemporaneous interception under state or 


federal wiretap statutes.  In deciding another Motion to Suppress involving the unauthorized use 


of victims’ iWatch to intercept her iMessages to/from her iPhone, this Court accepted that the 


automatic copying and forwarding of victims’ iMessages satisfied the contemporaneous 


requirement of the South Carolina Homeland Security Act (SCHSA). (Justin Shayne Fulmer, 


Respondent, v. Melissa Emery Buckhannon Esq., et al, Anna Coggeshall, Petitioner. Appellate 


Case No. 2022-000330).   


Petitioners in the instant case respectfully submit that the Windows Phone Link – Link to 


Windows system does exactly the same thing for Android and Windows devices that Apple does 


for iOS and MacOS devices. Therefore, all of Willard’s text message traffic that was 


simultaneously copied by Link to Windows – Phone Link to the Dell laptop in Robbins’ 


possession similarly qualifies as a contemporaneous acquisition required by the SCHSA, and 


therefore is an “interception” per the definitions found in SC Code §17-30-15(3) and (4).  


“(3) "Intercept" means the aural or other acquisition of the contents of any wire, 
electronic, or oral communication through the use of any electronic, mechanical, or other 
device. 


(4) "Electronic, mechanical, or other device" means any device or apparatus which can be 
used to intercept a wire, electronic, or oral communication …” 


In this case Link to Windows – Phone Link is the “device or apparatus” that was used to 


intercept Willard’s electronic communications. 
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VI. A forensic examination of Robbins’ Dell laptop could provide additional 


evidence of the interception of Willard’s electronic communications. 


 The absolute proof of this contemporaneous reception can be determined forensically with 


an examination of the Dell laptop that Willard returned to Robbins, and Robbins used to intercept 


and harvest nearly a years’ worth of Willard’s electronic communications. An examination of the 


laptop might also determine forensically what else Robbins did to obtain Willard’s electronic 


communications including his personal email.  


 


VII. Petitioner respectfully requests the remedy set forth in SC Code §17-30-65 for all 


intercepted material and derivative works. 


Respondent’s Complaint filed in Common Pleas is largely based on the intercepted electronic 
communications of Aaron Willard and the entirely of the investigation of Aaron Willard is likely 
tainted to the point of becoming itself wholly a derivative work of the intercepted 
communications.  If this Honorable Court determines this to be so, then the only remedy possible 
is provided in SC Code §17-30-65(A).  Any evidence found to be based upon interceptions of 
Aaron Willard’s electronic communications or works derived therefrom should be suppressed 
and deemed inadmissible. 


Respectfully submitted, 


 


/s Steven M. Abrams 
Steven M. Abrams, Esquire 
Abrams Cyber Law & Forensics, LLC 
SC Bar No. 76230 
1154 Holly Bend Drive 
Mount Pleasant, SC 29466 
843.813.1996 
steve@abramscyberlaw.com 
Attorney for Petitioners 


October 1, 2026 


 


 





















THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA  
In the Court of Appeals  


__________  
  


APPEAL FROM CHARLESTON COUNTY  
Court of Common Pleas  


__________  
  


Civil Action Court Case No. 2025-CP-10-04577  
  


Appellate Case No. 2026-002058 
  
  


 The Bastion Group, LLC and Aaron Willard,     Petitioners,  
    
       


   v.  
      


 Robbins Construction Group, LLC    Respondent.  
  


_______________  
  


AFFIDAVIT OF JOHN W. AKERMAN, ESQ., C.C.E. 


  


PERSONALLY appeared before me the undersigned who being duly sworn says as follows: 


 


1. I, John W. Akerman, Esq., am a partner at Rosen Litigation Technology Consulting, Inc. 


where my business focuses on computer forensics, mobile forensics, and eDiscovery 


consulting. I am a licensed member of the South Carolina Bar Association, a Certified 


Computer Examiner (CCE), and a board member of the International Society of Forensic 


Computer Examiners. Furthermore, I continually attend training courses, seminars and 


further certifications to stay abreast of this rapidly progressing field. My Curriculum Vitae 


is incorporated as Exhibit A to this affidavit.  







2. I was originally contacted by Steve Abrams and Beth Santilli in June of 2026 to assist with 


the forensic preservation and analysis of Mr. Aaron Willard’s mobile phone.  


3. On June 15, 2026, I met with Mr. Willard at our office to create a forensic extraction (File 


System) of Samsung Galaxy S25 Ultra (IMEI: 355567213293243) using industry-standard 


digital forensic software, Cellebrite Mobile Ultra (Inseyets). The extraction was later 


processed using Cellebrite Physical Analyzer to recover, index, and organize all of the 


activity from the phone. 


4. During the course of my engagement, I reviewed the following documents: 


a. Affidavit of Aaron Willard 


b. Supplemental Affidavit of Aaron Willard 


c. Bastion Group v. Robbins Construction - Motion to Suppress 


d. Bastion Group v. Robbins Construction – Memorandum 


e. Email from Robbins 6-9-2026 


5. Analysis of Mr. Willard’s phone in Cellebrite Physical Analyzer revealed several specific 


artifacts:  


a. The installation and use of and app named “Link to Windows” on Mr. Willard’s 


phone.   


b. The private messages with Candice Chastain.  


c. The personal emails with John Ellis.  


6. My analysis confirmed the “Link to Windows” app is installed on Mr. Willard’s phone and 


shows that it is operational.  See Exhibit B.  This is software that allows a user to connect 


and sync their Android phone with a Windows computer.  Once synced, it enables a user 


to “get instant access to everything you love on your phone, right from your PC.” 







(https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.microsoft.appmanager&hl=en _US). 


A user can “view and reply to messages, make and receive calls, view your notifications, 


and more.”  Id.   


7. With Link to Windows synching all of this information to the Robbins Construction Dell 


laptop, Robbins Construction could have had access to Mr. Willard’s private text messages, 


personal email, call logs, photos, etc.  


8. The messages with Candice Chastain from June 8, 2026 were located on Mr. Willard’s 


phone and have been added to this affidavit as Exhibit C.  They document private messages 


that were intercepted by Robbins Construction via the Link to Windows software.   


9. Emails with John Ellis from May of 2026 were also located on Mr. Willard’s phone and 


have been added to this affidavit as Exhibit D.  They document the personal messages that 


were intercepted by Robbins Construction via the Link to Windows software.  


10. In reviewing Email from Robbins 6-9-2026, the screenshot provided by Robbins 


Construction show their interception of the private messages between Willard and 


Chastain.  This confirms the Link to Windows app was operational and Willard’s data was 


syncing on a computer that Robbins had access to.   


11. Based on my research and analysis, Robbins Construction received, at the very least, these 


private messages with Candice Chastain and the personal emails with John Ellis in real 


time.   


12. The best way to confirm this would be to conduct a forensic analysis of the Dell laptop that 


Mr. Willard used at Robbins Construction.  According to Mr. Willard, the details of that 


laptop are: 


a. Computer Name: RCGDell  











Exhibit A 
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John W. Akerman, Esq. 
65 Broad St. 


Charleston, SC 29401 
843.296.4648 


jakerman@rosenltc.com 
 
Education 
Auburn University, Auburn, AL 


Bachelor of Science: Finance (2000) 
Charleston School of Law, Charleston, SC 


Juris Doctor (2007)  
 
Licenses/Certifications 
Admitted to the South Carolina Bar  
 License No. 76659  
Certified Computer Examiner (CCE)  


No. 879 (http://isfce.com/ccelist.htm) 
AccessData Certified Examiner (ACE) 
AccessData Mobile Examiner (AME) 
Cellebrite Mobile Forensics Fundamentals (CMFF) 
South Carolina Notary Public 
 
Professional Experience 
Rosen Litigation Technology Consulting, Inc.     Charleston, SC 
Computer Forensics Examiner & Electronic Discovery Consultant 2007-Present 
 
Charleston County Public Defender’s Office    Charleston, SC 
Clerkship         2006 
 
AV Connections         Charleston, SC 
Manager/Technology Consultant      2002-2006 
         
Fidelity Investments        Dallas, TX 
Investments Representative      2000-2002 
 
Professional Memberships and Affiliations 
American Bar Association (ABA) 
South Carolina Bar Association 
Charleston County Bar Association 
International Society of Forensic Computer Examiners (ISFCE) 
 - Board of Advisors (2024-present) 
The International Association of Computer Investigative Specialists (IACIS) 
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Presentations 
South Carolina Bar Convention 2008: Law Technology Seminar   


Computer Forensics and Electronic Discovery       January 24, 2008 
National Public Radio (ETV): South Carolina Business Review 
 Mobile Forensics       May 2008 
Charleston Area Legal Assistants (CALA) Membership Meeting  
 New Developments in Digital Evidence Extraction      June 18, 2008 
South Carolina Women Lawyers Meeting 
 New Developments in Digital Evidence Extraction      June 19, 2008 
Charleston School of Law: Professionalism Series 
 Non Traditional Legal Careers   January 29, 2009 
Charleston Area Legal Assistants (CALA) Membership Meeting  
 New Developments in Electronic Discovery          March 18, 2009 
South Carolina Bar CLE: Online CLE (Webinar) 


E-Discovery Basics    May 21, 2009 
Association of Litigation Support Professionals (Columbia, SC Chapter) 


Charting Success in e-Discovery   December 4, 2009 
South Carolina Bar 
 3.0 Boot Camp for Trial Technology   October 15, 2010 
Information Systems Audit and Control Assoc. & Assoc. of Certified Fraud Examiners 
 Computer Forensics & Electronic Discovery   December 1, 2010  
South Carolina Women Lawyer’s Association 
 E-Discovery Update   October 4, 2012 
South Carolina Chapter of the Federal Bar Association 
 New Technology and Timeless Principles of Practice  September 5, 2014 
South Carolina Women Lawyer’s Association 


Decoding the Evidence Matrix: Mobile Device Forensics  October 10, 2014 
South Carolina Solo & Small Firm Association 


Decoding the Evidence Matrix: Mobile Device Forensics  November 21, 2014 
National Association of Legal Assistants 


Mobile Forensics: An In-Depth Introduction    February 1, 2017 
South Carolina Bar Association 
 Best Practices for South Carolina Paralegals    May 10, 2019 
 
Specialized Training 
Certified Computer Examiner Boot Camp, Houston, TX, August 2007 
Access Data Boot Camp, Columbia, SC, January 2008 
Mobile Forensics, Inc. Course, Chicago, IL, May 2008 
Mobile Forensics World ’08, Chicago, IL, May 2008  
Techno Security & AccessData Conference, Myrtle Beach, SC, June 2008 
S.C. Bar Convention 2009, Law Technology CLE, Myrtle Beach, SC, January 2009 
Electronic Discovery Training Academy, Washington D.C., February 2009 
Techno Security & AccessData Conference, Myrtle Beach, SC, June 2009 
e-Fense Helix3 Pro Live Forensics, Charleston, SC, November 2009 
Techno Security & AccessData Conference, Myrtle Beach, SC, June 2010 
Techno Security & Mobile Forensics Conference, Myrtle Beach, SC, June 2011 
Techno Security & Mobile Forensics Conference, Myrtle Beach, SC, June 2012 
Techno Security & Mobile Forensics Conference, Myrtle Beach, SC, June 2014 
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Specialized Training (continued) 
University of Florida Law E-Discovery Conference, March 2018 
Macintosh Forensic Survival Course, IACIS Conference, Orlando, FL, April 2018 
University of Florida Law 7th Annual E-Discovery Conference, March 2019 
Techno Security & Digital Forensics Conference, Myrtle Beach, SC, June 2021 
Forensic Analysis of Cellular Networks, LexisNexis, December 2025 
University of Florida Law E-Discovery Conference, March 2026 
 
Prior Testimony 
Manning Newspapers, Inc. et al. v. Grover Cleveland Dowell, III, et al., Civil Action No.: 2:10-
84-RMG; Deposition July 20, 2011. 
 
Jane Doe v. Charles E. Worthy; Charleston County Courthouse – The Honorable Stephanie 
P. McDonald; Hearing Testimony October 9, 2012. 
 
State of South Carolina v. Charles E. Hershman, Warrant No.: 2012A1020121189; Charleston 
County Courthouse – The Honorable Thomas L. Hughston, Jr.; Hearing Testimony July 1, 
2013. 
 
BTM Machinery, Inc. v. Michael Finley, et al., Court of Common Pleas Case No.: 2013CP-10-
4366; Charleston County Courthouse – The Honorable J.C. Nicholson; Hearing Testimony 
June 13, 2014. 
 
Toyota Industrial Equipment Mfg., Inc. et al v. David Land, et al, Case No.: 1:14-cv-01049; 
United States District Court for the Southern District of Indiana – The Honorable Jane 
Magnus-Stinson; Hearing Testimony July 8, 2014. 
 
Pamela C. Cherry v. Daniel A. Cherry, Case No.: 2014-DR-10-0095; Deposition July 31, 
2014. 
 
Pamela C. Cherry v. Daniel A. Cherry, Case No.: 2014-DR-10-0095; Hearing Testimony 
August 14, 2014. 
 
Chalmers Eugene Troutman, III v. Clemson University, Civil Action No.: 2014-CP-39-00746; 
Deposition November 18, 2016. 
 
Palmetto School of Career Development, LLC v. Wayne Bogue and Carolina Career School, 
LLC, Case No.: 2016-CP-10-5404; Deposition January 5, 2017. 
 
The State of South Carolina v. Matthew Joseph Fischer, Case No.: 2015A1010200300 and 
2015A1010200302; Charleston County Courthouse; Hearing Testimony March 29, 2017. 
 
Allison Rice v. Ahearn Rentals, Inc. and Zachary Michael Feather individually and as agent of 
Ahearn Rentals, Inc., Case No.: 14-CP-43-02294; Deposition Testimony May 10, 2017. 
 
The State of South Carolina v. Marquise Kinloch, Indictment No.: 2015-GS-10-00053 - 
Attempted Murder, 2015-GS-10-00054 - Armed Robbery, 2015-GS-10-00055 - Kidnapping; 
Charleston County Courthouse; Hearing Testimony August 23, 2017. 
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Carmelo Viera v. Robin Viera, Docket No.: 2016-DR-18-506; Dorchester County Family 
Courthouse; Trial Testimony September 19, 2017. 
 
Jeffrey J. Swygart, as Personal Representative to the Estate of Adam Ryan Swygart, v. The 
Chester Telephone Company, and William David Brown; Docket No. 2016-CP-12-00416; 
Chester County; Deposition Testimony June 29, 2018. 
 
David Dodd v. Aeterna Zentaris, Inc., Civil Action No.: 9:17-cv-2382-PMD; United States 
District Court for the District of South Carolina Beaufort Division; Deposition Testimony July 
23, 2018. 
 
Tanner Davis, As PR of the Estate of Clyde Davis, and Tanner Davis, Individually v. Jill 
Blalock, As PR of the Estate of Jacky Blalock, Jr.; CBRE, Inc.; Civil Action No. 2016-CP-12- 
00498; Chester County; Deposition Testimony July 31, 2019. 
 
Damien Cooper v. Energy Transfer Partners, L.P., Sunoco LP, and Sunoco Inc. d/b/a APlus 
Convenience; Civil Action No. 2017-CP-1006307; Charleston County; Deposition Testimony 
October 16, 2019. 
 
Andrew Pampu v. Erin Wingo, David Wingo, and Colin J. Gahagan; Civil Action No. 2017-CP- 
39-00709; Pickens County; Deposition Testimony December 18, 2019. 
 
Melissa Jenkins v. Exotic Impressions, LLC; Case No.: 2019-CP-10-05935; Charleston 
County; Deposition Testimony October 15, 2020.  
 
Damien Cooper v. Energy Transfer Partners, L.P., Sunoco LP, and Sunoco Inc. d/b/a APlus 
Convenience; Civil Action No. 2017-CP-1006307; Charleston County; Trial Testimony 
November 2, 2021. 
 
Amy G. Stokes, as Personal Representative of the Estate of Bradley R. Clark v. Kinsley 
Odom, Tony M. Odom, and Cathy M. Odom; Docket No. 2019-CP-21-03072; Florence County 
Court of Common Pleas; Trial Testimony November 13, 2023.  
 
State of South Carolina v. Michael Scott Valdario; Lexington County; Trial Testimony July 9, 
2024.  
 
State of South Carolina v. Marco Arthur Simpson; Charleston County; Case No.: 
2021A1010202387; Trial Testimony December 2, 2024.  
 
Ryah Dezzutti v. Tyler Johnson; Berkeley County; Docket No.: 2023-DR-08-00259; Trial 
Testimony April 25, 2025. 
 
Ryah Dezzutti v. Tyler Johnson; Berkeley County; Docket No.: 2023-DR-08-00259; Trial 
Testimony September 8, 2025. 
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Tommy Lee Edwards (Deceased) v. Quantum Construction, LLC; The South Carolina 
Workers’ Compensation Commission; WCC File No: 2314918; Deposition Testimony 
November 25, 2025.  
 
State of South Carolina v. Neil Ferrell; Charleston County; Case No.: 2023A1010203723; Trial 
Testimony March 3, 2026.  
 
Linda Welch v. Capital Resorts Group, LLC, d/b/a Capital Vacations; Horry County; Case No: 
2023-CP-26-07580; Deposition June 15, 2026.  
 
Lacey Harrell as Personal Representative of the Estate of E.H., a deceased minor, Plaintiff, v.  
Randall Bell and Somer Bell; Spartanburg County, SC; Case No: 2025-СР-42-00502; Trial 
Testimony September 15, 2026.  
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Extraction Report - Google Android Generic


Installed Applications (1)


Events indicated in blue are ones that have been enriched.


# Name Description Timestamp Copyright Permissions Alias
name
s


App usage App
categories


Addition
al Info


Deleted *


1 Link to
Windows
Application
ID:
com.micros
oft.appman
ager
Source:


Version:
1.26051.98.0
App Protection:
Unknown
Operation
Mode:
Background
Application
Size (bytes):
Source file:
EXTRACTION
_FFS.zip/data/
data/com.andro
id.vending/data
bases/localapp
state.db :
0xD2130
(Table:
appstate, Size:
1855488 bytes)
EXTRACTION
_FFS.zip/data/
data/com.andro
id.vending/data
bases/verify_a
pps.db :
0xA48E7
EXTRACTION
_FFS.zip/data/
app/~~ZHrMW
FfO8XCYZ0zp
9rqtLw==/com.
microsoft.appm
anager-
02Rx9EEThWg
17oqf3uFgWg=
=/base.apk/An
droidManifest.x
ml : 0x1110
Artifact Family:
Source
Repository
Path:


Purchase Date
2/3/2026
4:20:26 AM(UTC-5)
Install Date
Last Modified
Deleted Date


Launches
Activations
Last Launch
Active Time
Background Time


Categories
UTILITIES


1
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Extraction Report - Google Android Generic


Chats (1)


Events indicated in blue are ones that have been enriched.


Native Messages


Native (1)


# Deleted *


1
Start Time: 12/29/2022 5:23:39 PM(UTC-5)
Last Activity: 6/10/2026 9:14:39 AM(UTC-4)
Number of attachments: 5
Source: Native Messages
Chat Type: Unknown
Source file: EXTRACTION_FFS.zip/data/data/com.android.providers.telephony/databases/mmssms.db : 0xBA2213 (Table: sms,
canonical_addresses, Size: 23666688 bytes)
EXTRACTION_FFS.zip/data/data/com.google.android.apps.messaging/databases/bugle_db : 0x2833386 (Table: participants, Size:
47775744 bytes)
Body file: chat-0.txt


Participants:


+18438495927
Chastain, Candice


+19076871319
Aaron Willard (owner)


Identifier: 807fca14-7d35-411a-bae0-c4021606c6ac


From: +18438495927 Chastain, Candice
To: +19076871319 Aaron Willard (owner)


Just some feedback!


Shannon-
Our CFO reviewed the proposal and said " I'm VERY impressed with the level of detail and
professionalism!"


Priority: Normal


Participant Delivered Read Played


+19076871319 Aaron Willard


Status: Read
Platform:


6/8/2026 8:30:45 PM(UTC-4)


Source Info:
EXTRACTION_FFS.zip/data/data/com.android.providers.telephony/databases/mmssms.db : 0x16637FB (Table: pdu, addr, part, Size:
23666688 bytes)
EXTRACTION_FFS.zip/data/data/com.google.android.apps.messaging/databases/bugle_db : 0x2833386 (Table: participants, Size: 47775744
bytes)


1



.\chats\Native Messages_Native\chat-0.txt





 
 


 
 


 
 


 
 


From: +18438495927 Chastain, Candice
To: +19076871319 Aaron Willard (owner)


Please tell also Matt great job! Stay tuned!
Priority: Normal


Participant Delivered Read Played


+19076871319 Aaron
Willard


Status: Read
Platform:


6/8/2026 8:31:10 PM(UTC-4)


Source Info:
EXTRACTION_FFS.zip/data/data/com.android.providers.telephony/databases/mmssms.db :
0x166369D (Table: pdu, addr, part, Size: 23666688 bytes)
EXTRACTION_FFS.zip/data/data/com.google.android.apps.messaging/databases/bugle_db :
0x2833386 (Table: participants, Size: 47775744 bytes)


From: +18438495927 Chastain, Candice
To: +19076871319 Aaron Willard (owner)


One other company is pricing it- but we are NOT providing  your proposal or anything. So it's
a  fair process. I'm fixing many things here. Your price is spot on!
Priority: Normal


Participant Delivered Read Played


+19076871319 Aaron Willard


Status: Read
Platform:


6/8/2026 8:34:58 PM(UTC-4)


Source Info:
EXTRACTION_FFS.zip/data/data/com.android.providers.telephony/databases/mmssms.db : 0x166353F (Table: pdu, addr, part, Size: 23666688
bytes)
EXTRACTION_FFS.zip/data/data/com.google.android.apps.messaging/databases/bugle_db : 0x2833386 (Table: participants, Size: 47775744
bytes)


From: +19076871319 Aaron Willard (owner)


Thanks for the feedback
Priority: Normal
Status: Sent
Platform:


6/8/2026 8:35:51 PM(UTC-4)


Source Info:
EXTRACTION_FFS.zip/data/data/com.google.android.apps.messaging/databases/bugle_db :
0x2C55E46 (Table: messages, participants, parts, Size: 47775744 bytes)


From: +19076871319 Aaron Willard (owner)


Ill let Matt know.
Priority: Normal
Status: Sent
Platform:


6/8/2026 8:36:25 PM(UTC-4)


Source Info:
EXTRACTION_FFS.zip/data/data/com.google.android.apps.messaging/databases/bugle_db :
0x2C55D41 (Table: messages, participants, parts, Size: 47775744 bytes)
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From: +18438495927 Chastain, Candice
To: +19076871319 Aaron Willard (owner)


I was just given the "bigger" campus projects today, and Daniel will probably handle this
one. But- I will definitely stay on board through selection of subcontractor.
Priority: Normal


Participant Delivered Read Played


+19076871319 Aaron Willard


Status: Read
Platform:


6/8/2026 8:39:39 PM(UTC-4)


Source Info:
EXTRACTION_FFS.zip/data/data/com.android.providers.telephony/databases/mmssms.db : 0x16633E1 (Table: pdu, addr, part, Size:
23666688 bytes)
EXTRACTION_FFS.zip/data/data/com.google.android.apps.messaging/databases/bugle_db : 0x2833386 (Table: participants, Size: 47775744
bytes)


From: +19076871319 Aaron Willard (owner)


That's great news for you!! Congratulations!
Priority: Normal
Status: Sent
Platform:


6/8/2026 8:51:14 PM(UTC-4)


Source Info:
EXTRACTION_FFS.zip/data/data/com.google.android.apps.messaging/databases/bugle_db :
0x2C557CE (Table: messages, participants, parts, Size: 47775744 bytes)
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Extraction Report - Google Android Generic


Emails (3)


Events indicated in blue are ones that have been enriched.


# Parties Content Other Deleted *


1 Timestamp:
5/11/2026
10:49:19 AM(UTC-4)
From:
ellis.john410@gmail.com
John Ellis
Direction:
Incoming


Subject: Accepted: John Ellis Meet and Greet at Poogan's @ Tue May 12,
2026 6pm - 7pm (EDT) (aaron@bastiongroupllc.com)
Body:
John Ellis Meet and Greet at Poogan's John Ellis has accepted this
invitation. Attachments Ellis - 2026 Resume.pdf When Tuesday May 12,
2026  6pm – 7pm (Eastern Time - New York) Location 101
Email header:
Attachments:


https://drive.google.com/uc?id=1liic
ibdBWE6wIJoBkpWLPgsZV7cDgz
_8&export=download
Ellis - 2026 Resume.pdf
(Empty File)


Body file: mes-0.eml


Status:
Account:
aaron@bastiongroupllc.com
Snippet:
Priority: Normal
MD5:
1c0903c4f878eabddc9c206
788e6009a
Source file:
EXTRACTION_FFS.zip/dat
a/data/com.google.android.
gm/databases/bigTopDataD
B.-915658576 : 0x43C00A


2 Timestamp:
5/7/2026
12:09:37 PM(UTC-4)
From:
ellis.john410@gmail.com
John Ellis
Direction:
Incoming


Subject: Ellis
Body:
Please see the attached with revisions made. I appreciate your feedback.
If dinner would work, I can accommodate your team's schedule. I am in
the Summerville area by 6:00pm everyday. I appreciate
Email header:
Attachments:
https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2
&ik=9461c6994d&attid=0.1&th=19
e0333a74a47206&view=att&zw
PMI Certfication.pdf


https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2
&ik=9461c6994d&attid=0.2&th=19
e0333a74a47206&view=att&zw
Ellis - 2026 Resume.pdf


Body file: mes-1.eml


Status:
Account:
aaron.gnsllc@gmail.com
Snippet:
Priority: Normal
MD5:
cc6848ace1259e1b06b17d
1d4ef6a8a0
Source file:
EXTRACTION_FFS.zip/dat
a/data/com.google.android.
gm/databases/bigTopDataD
B.121729733 : 0x1083AF1
EXTRACTION_FFS.zip/dat
a/data/com.google.android.
gm/files/downloads/d098e2
d619938063eedc92ab9948
7cbc/attachments/d_0_0_6b
1d4e9a_21e67d47_ec9f141
6_3c1926dd_2a619642/PMI
Certfication.pdf :
EXTRACTION_FFS.zip/dat
a/data/com.google.android.
gm/files/downloads/d098e2
d619938063eedc92ab9948
7cbc/attachments/d_0_0_1d
37df28_2f3b4e7f_abbfbbf6_
f6bba70e_e42e228b/Ellis -
2026 Resume.pdf :


3 Timestamp:
5/7/2026
12:09:35 PM(UTC-4)
From:
ellis.john410@gmail.com
John Ellis
Direction:
Incoming


Subject: Ellis
Body:
Please see the attached with revisions made. I appreciate your feedback.
If dinner would work, I can accommodate your team's schedule. I am in
the Summerville area by 6:00pm everyday. I appreciate
Email header:
Attachments:
https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2
&ik=3097cc6bc3&attid=0.1&th=19e
03339f61815fc&view=att&zw
PMI Certfication.pdf


https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2
&ik=3097cc6bc3&attid=0.2&th=19e
03339f61815fc&view=att&zw
Ellis - 2026 Resume.pdf


Body file: mes-2.eml


Status:
Account:
aaron@bastiongroupllc.com
Snippet:
Priority: Normal
MD5:
0a3ede801e4c8e8cd6fc1c4
eca06fbc6
Source file:
EXTRACTION_FFS.zip/dat
a/data/com.google.android.
gm/databases/bigTopDataD
B.-915658576 : 0x444640
EXTRACTION_FFS.zip/dat
a/data/com.google.android.
gm/files/downloads/d098e2
d619938063eedc92ab9948
7cbc/attachments/d_0_0_6b
1d4e9a_21e67d47_ec9f141
6_3c1926dd_2a619642/PMI
Certfication.pdf :
EXTRACTION_FFS.zip/dat
a/data/com.google.android.
gm/files/downloads/d098e2
d619938063eedc92ab9948
7cbc/attachments/d_0_0_1d
37df28_2f3b4e7f_abbfbbf6_
f6bba70e_e42e228b/Ellis -
2026 Resume.pdf :


1
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals  


__________  
  


APPEAL FROM CHARLESTON COUNTY  
Court of Common Pleas  


__________  
  


Civil Action Court Case No. 2025-CP-10-04577  
  


Appellate Case No. 2026-002058 
  
  


 The Bastion Group, LLC and Aaron Willard,     Petitioners,  
    
       


   v.  
      


 Robbins Construction Group, LLC    Respondent.  
  


_______________  
 


CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
_____________ 


 


I hereby certify that on this October 2, 2026, I served true and correct copies of the 


foregoing “AFFIDAVIT OF JOHN W. AKERMAN, ESQ., C.C.E.”, “Supplemental Affidavit of 


Aaron Willard”, and “PETITIONERS’ REPLY TO RESPONDENT’S RETURN TO MOTION 


TO SUPPRESS” filed today in the South Carolina Court of Appeals upon the parties listed below 


via Email and U.S. Mail in accordance with the South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure. 


Parties Served include: 


Steven L. Smith, Esquire 
Smith Law Group of the Carolinas, LLC 







PO Box 50610 
Summerville SC 29485 
steve@smithlawcarolinas.com 
 
Mr. Ryan A. Baker, Esquire 
Smith Law Group of the Carolinas, LLC 
PO Box 50610 
Summerville SC 29485 
ryan@smithlawcarolinas.com 
Attorneys for Plaintiff / Respondent, 
Robbins Construction Group, LLC 
 
Beth Santilli, Esquire 
BETH SANTILLI LAW, LLC 
941 Houston Northcutt Boulevard, Suite 204 
Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464 
Beth@BethSantilliLaw.com 
Attorney for Defendant / Petitioner, 
Aaron Willard 
 
Zachary J. Closser, Esquire 
CLOSSER LAW, P.A. 
7455 Cross County Road, Suite 1 (29418) 
P.O. Box 40578, Charleston, SC 29423 
Phone: 843-760-0220 
Fax: 843-552-2678 
zach@closserlaw.com 
Attorney for Defendant/Petitioner,  
The Bastion Group LLC 
 
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 


Executed on October 2, 2026, at Mount Pleasant, South Carolina 


 
/Steven M. Abrams 
Steven M. Abrams, Esquire 
Abrams Cyber Law & Forensics, LLC 
1154 Holly Bend Drive 
Mount Pleasant, SC 29466 
steve@abramscyberlaw.com 
Attorney for Defendants / Petitioners 
 






