Oct 06 202¢
In the Supreme Court 6.C. SUPREME COURT

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

APPEAL FROM RICHLAND COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas

Thomas W. McGee III, Circuit Court Judge

Case No. 2025-CP-40-07466

Elizabeth Souder .........ccccoovvvieeiiiiiiiieeeiieeeeeeie. Appellant,

The City of Columbia and the City of Columbia
Board of Zoning Appeals ........ccccoeeeeeeeiriiiiiiiieeeeeenn, Respondents,

NOTICE OF APPEAL

Please take notice that Elizabeth Souder (“Appellant”) appeals from (1) Judge
McGee’s August 12, 2026 Order and Statement of Judgment dismissing Appellant’s
zoning appeal, affirming the decision of the Columbia Board of Zoning Appeals, and
directing Respondents to submit a more detailed proposed order, (ii) Judge McGee’s
September 4, 2026 Order adopting Respondents’ proposed order, and (ii1) Judge
McGee’s September 22, 2026 Order denying Appellant’s timely filed Motion to Alter
or Amend Judgment.

Appellant files this notice directly in the Supreme Court because the Orders
appealed from issued a final judgment where the principal issue involved a

constitutional challenge to a municipal ordinance. See Rule 203(d)(1)(A)@1), SCACR.
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Copies of the three Orders are attached hereto as required by Rule 203(d)(1)(B)(i1),

SCACR.

Respectfully submitted,

By: Al  Choid— Renée Flaherty* (DC Bar No. 1011453)

Geoffrey K. Chambers Robert Fellner* (DC Bar No. 90027493)
SC Bar No.: 78415 Institute for Justice

The Hendricks Firm, LL.C 901 North Glebe Road, Suite 900

PO Box 665 Arlington, VA 22203

Easley, SC 29641 Telephone: 703-682-9320

Office: (864) 859-7160 Fax: 703-682-9321

Email: gchambers@thehendricksfirm.com  Email: rflaherty@ij.org; rfellner@ij.org

* Admaitted pro hac vice

Attorneys for Appellant Elizabeth Souder
October 5, 2026
Other Counsel of Record:

W. Mike Hemlepp, Jr., Esq.

Senior Asst. City Attorney — Litigation
City of Columbia

Post Office Box 667

Columbia, South Carolina 29202

Office: 803-737-4242

City Cell: 803-553-2932
William.Hemlepp@columbiasc.gov
Attorney for Respondent City of Columbia

Pete Balthazor

Riley Pope & Laney, LLC

2838 Devine Street

Columbia, SC 29205

Telephone: (803) 799-9993

peteb@rplfirm.com

Attorney for Respondent Columbia Board of Zoning Appeals
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