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1 introduced into evidence during the course of the 

2 trial.  So, hope that answers the question to 

3 everyone's satisfaction.  All right. 

4 (The jury exits the courtroom at 2:33 pm and 

5 continues to deliberate until the verdict.)

6 Are we back on the record?

7 MADAM COURT REPORTER:  Yes, we are.

8 THE COURT:  This is also from the Forelady, "Do 

9 we have any more chalk?" 

10 MR. SCOTT:  Chalk?

11 THE COURT:  Chalk.  Like for a blackboard. Chalk.

12 They're out of chalk.  We need to give them some 

13 chalk.  Court's 11 -- chalk.

14 (Court's Exhibit 11 was marked for identification.)

15 THE BAILIFF:  All rise.  Court, come to order. 

16 Everyone remain seated.

17 THE COURT:  All right, sir.  Can you bring the

18 jury in for me.  Everybody back.  All right, ladies

19 and gentlemen, I understand we have a verdict. 

20 Obviously, I don't know what it is, just like all of

21 you, but I want to make sure everybody understands

22 there's not to be any outbursts or anything of that

23 nature after the verdict.  I know there are high

24 motions on both sides of this -- a lot of folks have

25 been supporting -- here supporting their respective
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1 family members.  Everyone has been very respectful to

2 one another all week, which I definitely appreciate,

3 and we're going to keep it that way this afternoon. 

4 Bring them in, please, sir.

5 THE BAILIFF:  Yes, sir.  

6 (The jury enters the open courtroom with a 

7 verdict at 4:39 p.m.)

8 Jury is seated, Your Honor.

9 THE COURT:  Thank you, sir.  Madam Forelady, I 

10 understand you have reached verdicts.

11 MADAM FORELADY:  Yes, we have, Your Honor.

12 THE COURT:  All right.  If you'll hand those to 

13 the Bailiff there.  All right.  Madam Clerk, please 

14 publish.

15 VERDICT

16 MADAM CLERK:  Yes, Your Honor.  State of South 

17 Carolina, County of Richland, in the Court of General 

18 Sessions, Fifth Judicial Circuit.  

19 State of South Carolina v. Jaquan Leon King,

20 Defendant.  

21 Indictment Number 2022-GS-40-00069.  

22 Verdict Form Number One.  

23 Please circle the appropriate verdict below.  

24 We, the jury, unanimously find the defendant,

25 Jaquan Leon King, as to the charge of Attempted
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1 Murder, Jacob Cora, guilty.  

2 Signed: Juror Number 345, Forelady.  

3 State of South Carolina, County of Richland, in

4 the Court of General Sessions, Fifth Judicial Circuit.

5 State of South Carolina v. Jaquan Leon King,

6 Defendant.  

7 Indictment Number 2022-GS-40-00070.  

8 Verdict Form Number Two.  

9 Please circle the appropriate verdict below.  

10 We, the jury, unanimously find the defendant,

11 Jaquan Leon King, as to the charge of Attempted

12 Murder, Yolanda Cora, guilty.  

13 Signed: Juror Number 345, Forelady.  

14 State of South Carolina, County of Richland, in

15 the Court of General Sessions, Fifth Judicial Circuit.

16 State of South Carolina v. Jaquan Leon King,

17 Defendant.  

18 Indictment number 2022-GS-40-00071.

19 Verdict Form Number Three.  

20 Please circle the appropriate verdict below.  

21 We, the jury, unanimously find the defendant,

22 Jaquan Leon King, as to the charge of Possession of a

23 Weapon during the Commission of a Violent Crime,

24 guilty.  

25 Signed: Juror Number 345, Forelady.  

R. 1003
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1 Madam Forelady, are these your verdicts and the 

2 verdicts of the entire jury?

3 MADAM FORELADY:  Yes, they are.

4 MADAM CLERK:  Thank you.

5 THE COURT:  Anything from the State?

6 MS. TAYLOR:  No, Your Honor.

7 THE COURT:  Anything from the defense?

8 MS. ZMROCZEK:  We request individual polling.

9 THE COURT:  Okay.  Please poll the jury.

10 MADAM CLERK:  Yes, Your Honor.  Ladies and

11 gentlemen of the jury, I'm going to ask you two

12 questions relating to your verdicts.  As I call your

13 number, please answer yes or no to both questions.  

14 Juror Number 345, were these your verdicts?

15 JUROR 345:  Yes.

16 MADAM CLERK:  Are these still your verdicts?

17 JUROR 345:  Yes.

18 MADAM CLERK:  Juror Number 97, were these your 

19 verdicts?

20 JUROR 97:  Yes.

21 MADAM CLERK:  Are these still your verdicts?

22 JUROR 97:  Yes.

23 MADAM CLERK:  Juror Number 335, were these your 

24 verdicts?

25 JUROR 335:  Yes.

R. 1004
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1 MADAM CLERK:  Are these still your verdicts?

2 JUROR 335:  Yes.

3 MADAM CLERK:  Juror Number 192, were these your 

4 verdicts?

5 JUROR 192:  Yes.

6 MADAM CLERK:  Are these still your verdicts?

7 JUROR 192:  Yes.

8 MADAM CLERK:  Juror Number 298, were these your 

9 verdicts?

10 JUROR 298:  Yes.

11 MADAM CLERK:  Are these still your verdicts?

12 JUROR 298:  Yes.

13 MADAM CLERK:  Juror Number 56, were these your 

14 verdicts?

15 JUROR 56:  Yes.

16 MADAM CLERK:  Are these still your verdicts?

17 JUROR 56:  Yes.

18 MADAM CLERK:  Juror Number 197, were these your 

19 verdicts?

20 JUROR 197:  Yes.

21 MADAM CLERK:  Are these still your verdicts?

22 JUROR 197:  Yes.

23 MADAM CLERK:  Juror Number 22, were these your 

24 verdicts?

25 JUROR 22:  Yes.
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1 MADAM CLERK:  Are these still your verdicts?

2 JUROR 22:  Yes.

3 MADAM CLERK:  Juror Number 324, were these your 

4 verdicts?

5 JUROR 324:  Yes.

6 MADAM CLERK:  Are these still your verdicts?

7 JUROR 324:  Yes.

8 MADAM CLERK:  Juror Number 16, were these your 

9 verdicts?

10 JUROR 16:  Yes.

11 MADAM CLERK:  Are these still your verdicts?

12 JUROR 16:  Yes.

13 MADAM CLERK:  Juror Number 57, were these your 

14 verdicts?

15 JUROR 57:  Yes.

16 MADAM CLERK:  Are these still your verdicts?

17 JUROR 57:  Yes.

18 MADAM CLERK:  And Juror Number 342, were these 

19 your verdicts?

20 JUROR 342:  Yes.

21 MADAM CLERK:  Are these still your verdicts?

22 JUROR 342:  Yes.

23 MADAM CLERK:  Thank you.  The jury has been 

24 polled, Your Honor.

25 THE COURT:  Very good.  Anything else from 
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1 defense?

2 MS. ZMROCZEK:  No...  

3 From the -- no.  With regards to the jury 

4 polling.

5 THE COURT:  Okay.  We're going to go ahead with 

6 sentencing today, right?

7 MS. TAYLOR:  Your Honor, my paralegal ran 

8 upstairs to get the sentencing sheets.

9 THE COURT:  Okay.  Ladies and gentlemen, I'm

10 gonna ask you to return to your jury room for just a

11 moment, and I'll be right back there to release you.

12 (The jury exits the courtroom after the verdict.)

13 MADAM CLERK:  Judge, are you gonna go back 

14 there before you sentence?

15 THE COURT:  Yeah.

16 MADAM CLERK:  Okay.  Just making sure.

17 THE COURT:  Just a second.  I'm just gonna see 

18 if there's anything they need to take up.

19 MADAM CLERK:  Okay.

20 THE COURT:  All right.  Anything else we need to 

21 take up right now?

22 MS. ZMROCZEK:  No, I just need to make sure that 

23 I renew all my previous objections, Your Honor.

24 THE COURT:  Okay.  And post-trial motions?  Or 

25 are you going to --
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1 MS. ZMROCZEK:  I'm sorry?

2 THE COURT:  Are you gonna have any?

3 MS. ZMROCZEK:  Your Honor, at this time I can't 

4 think of any.  I know that I --

5 THE COURT:  Okay.

6 MS. ZMROCZEK:  -- have 10 days to -- to file them

7 if I need to.

8 THE COURT:  Right.  Yeah, I -- yeah, you -- I can

9 give you 10 days.  All right.  Just let me 

10 know when we get the sentencing sheet.  Yes, Ms. 

11 Taylor?

12 MS. TAYLOR:  I have the sentencing sheets.  

13 MS. ZMROCZEK:  Do I need to sign it?

14 THE COURT:  You can, if you'd like.

15 THE COURT:  Like... I don't think it's required 

16 on the new ones.  

17 MS. ZMROCZEK:  What was that?

18 THE COURT:  I don't think it's required on the 

19 new ones, but you can if you want.

20 MS. ZMROCZEK:  Sorry, I --

21 THE COURT:  Don't matter to me.

22 MS. ZMROCZEK:  Yeah, I don't understand these 

23 new ones...

24 THE COURT:  All right, Ms. Taylor.  Happy to hear

25 from the State.
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1 MS. TAYLOR:  So obviously you've heard the

2 testimony from this five-day-long trial.  There's just

3 a couple of highlights that I want to point out.  It

4 was very clear that from the testimony that this

5 initial confrontation between Jaquan King's friends

6 and Yolanda Cora, about the flirting and the denial,

7 had nothing to do with this Defendant.  

8 He inserted himself into the situation, escalated

9 it, brought a gun to this, and shot Yolanda and Jacob,

10 without any justification or provocation.  

11 You know, we're lucky that he didn't decide to

12 just haul off and shoot the other people that happened

13 to be there during this argument.  

14 You heard from the doctor who talked about the

15 extensive injuries that Yolanda suffered to her liver,

16 which almost killed her.  And regarding Jacob -- you

17 know, it -- it was his birthday.  

18 So for the rest of his life, every year on his

19 birthday, he's gonna have to relive this traumatic

20 incident that happened to him, his aunt, and that his

21 entire family witnessed.  

22 This is just another case -- another example of

23 unnecessary violence -- that we see way too much in

24 Richland County and in South Carolina in general. 

25 Whether it's in a mall or a public parking lot, like
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1 it's a Tsubaki, individuals like the Defendant just

2 recklessly decide to pull out a gun and use it,

3 without any consequences, and for total reckless

4 disregard for human life.  

5 As far as his record, his record displays his

6 escalations of violence.  So, in New York in 2012, he

7 had criminal sale of a controlled substance.  New York

8 2013, assault third degree with intent to cause

9 physical injury.  In South Carolina in 2018,

10 discharging a firearm into an occupied vehicle --

11 where he actually shot into his sister's boyfriend's

12 car.  2019, SPMJ first.  

13 And then, when he was arrested for this incident,

14 he was already on bond for a January, 2021 arrest for

15 a possession of a stolen pistol, felony possession of

16 a firearm, and DUS second.  This is that January 2021

17 photo that was referenced during the trial.  

18 As far as his sentence, I would ask that you take

19 all that to account and impose a sentence that

20 reflects a penalty for those -- his history and his

21 actions.  

22 As far as the victims family, as you've seen,

23 they've been here all week.  They do not wish to give

24 an impact statement, but as -- you heard most of them

25 testify on the stand.  So as far as sentencing, we ask
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1 that you sentence him appropriately.

2 THE COURT:  All right.  Ms. Zmroczek?

3 MS. ZMROCZEK:  Thank you.  Your Honor, As you

4 know, it's difficult because we certainly have to, at

5 this point, respect the jury's verdict -- but still

6 maintaining that they identified the wrong person.  

7 Mr. King is 32 years old.  He's got young children,

8 and he's married, as you heard.  He is a -- as also

9 you've seen, his family has been here supporting him

10 all week.  And I know that they -- a few of them would

11 like to speak as well, Your Honor.  I'll try to keep

12 it to a minimum.  

13 Obviously, everybody's upset with the verdict,

14 but, Your Honor, he is someone who -- especially when

15 they arrested him for this murder charge and left him

16 in -- in jail for a long time.  

17 And I know that we've gotta figure out the -- the

18 actual numbers of days because he's been on house

19 arrest and bond, not even able to work or do anything

20 for the last couple of -- maybe eight months or so.

21 MS. TAYLOR:  So the timeframe that I have for

22 when he was arrested on attempted murder -- while he

23 was in jail -- was 385 days.  That's August 24th,

24 2021, to September 13th, 2022.  And then, when he

25 bonded out, he was rearrested for the murder.  When I
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1 dismissed the murder and he got out of jail -- that

2 was March 22, 2024, until today, which is 343 days.  

3 So I believe his total -- that was house arrest and

4 GPS -- this is 343.  So I believe this total is 728

5 days of time served credit.

6 MS. ZMROCZEK:  And I'll let the family members

7 speak, and then I'll conclude.

8 THE COURT:  Okay.  I'm happy to hear from anybody

9 you want me to.  

10 MR. STOBO:  My name is Joseph Stobo.  I'm

11 brother-in-law to Jaquan King.  I've known him about

12 eight years now.  And he's at every single family

13 event, every holiday.  And all I see when I see him is

14 a father.  He's always been there with his kids.  

15 And I -- you know, I guess I wasn't there that

16 night, but I do not know that version of what you guys

17 have kind of portrayed him as today.  

18 All I know is the guy who always shows up for his

19 kids.  And that's the reason why everyone loves him. 

20 So he's a very loved person.  Haven't seen violence, I

21 haven't seen and -- and I have to say this, but the

22 lady who just spoke of, there was a time when he was

23 arrested, but the -- I don't know if it's relevant,

24 but the backlash was because his sister was in a

25 domestic violence situation.  
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1 I don't know how it escalated.  What I know is

2 he's a family man and he's always been there.  That's

3 all I know of him for eight years.

4 THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you, sir.

5 THE DEFENDANT:  It's not even the first time I'm

6 committed with a different crime.  This is the second

7 time.  First, it was a murder charge.  Now, I'm being

8 convicted of attempted murder.  This murder -- this

9 attempted murder happened before my murder charge.

10 THE COURT:  Right.

11 THE DEFENDANT:  So I caught this -- I had this

12 charge over my head since 2021.  In 2022, I got locked

13 up again for a murder charge -- for another crime I

14 didn't commit.

15 MS. ZMROCZEK:  Obviously, you could --

16 THE DEFENDANT:  It's like going -- going with

17 these -- me getting locked up with cases that I did

18 not do.  And this is the second one.

19 MS. ZMROCZEK:  And obviously you can tell he's

20 very frustrated, and I think the family --

21 THE DEFENDANT:  This is the second time.

22 MS. ZMROCZEK:  And I think that the family is 

23 too, Your Honor.  And I -- I think his sister may want

24 to speak.

25 MS. LEE:  Michelle Lee, I'm Jaquan's oldest
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1 sister.  We can't change what the verdict already came

2 out.  But I want to say, it's easy to look at the

3 paper and say what you think about a person.  

4 But if you bring up charges of him growing up in

5 New York City as a young boy who grew up in foster

6 care -- homeless, parents who battle drug addiction --

7 he did not have an easy life.  So when you look at

8 charges of possession when he was a young kid, does

9 not equate for who he is today.  

10 And the charges that he had since here has been

11 to defend family members, because that's who he is. 

12 And my brother has maintained his innocence in this

13 case from the very beginning.  

14 He's never asked for a plea deal.  He's never

15 asked a easy way out in this case because he has

16 maintained his innocence.  And I don't understand a

17 system that says you did something, but I can't -- I

18 can't identify anything on you but dreads, and you

19 sent a man to prison with just that fact.  And that's

20 enough.  

21 I think the system is corrupt.  And the only

22 thing I can ask is for some type of leniency that when

23 you go home tonight and say a father's not with his

24 kids because he got dreads, but nothing else on him I

25 could recognize.  
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1 And I'm this close -- I can't see anything else

2 on him.  Not a neck tattoo, not a scar, just dreads. 

3 So, I feel like my brother is going to jail because he

4 had dreads.

5 THE COURT:  Thank you, ma'am.

6 MS. ZMROCZEK:  Your Honor, we understand that the

7 gun charge is a required five-year additional. 

8 Additional we would ask that -- so we understand you

9 can't run those concurrent.  We would ask that you

10 fashion a sentence that is reasonable.  We would ask

11 for 15 to 20 with understanding of the gun.  And I

12 believe that's all we have at this point.

13 THE COURT:  Anything else, Ms. Taylor?

14 MS. TAYLOR:  Actually, one of the victims would 

15 like to address you very, very briefly.  Ms. Rondon, 

16 but keep it brief.

17 MS. RONDON:  Abigail Rondon.  I can't speak on

18 Jaquan because I don't know him personally and --

19 pardon me, it is very hard because obviously he has

20 kids, so I wouldn't ever want his kids to go through

21 that.  

22 But I can speak on my aunt and my brother

23 (crying).  My aunt has not been the same since.  You

24 could always tell when she was in the room, even if

25 her back was turned.  Even if your back was turned
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1 because she lit up a room.  She doesn't even -- she's

2 not the same person anymore and she's never gonna be.  

3 And as far as being a father, my brother has been

4 blessed to be alive and to father two more kids and to

5 also get married.  And that wouldn't have happened if

6 things went left and it was two centimeters over.  

7 Like I said, I can't speak on him and I do

8 understand what it is to live a rough life.  But --

9 sorry (crying).  I just hope that you take into

10 account -- into account everything and just -- thank

11 you.

12 THE COURT:  Yes, ma'am.  Anything else?

13 MS. ZMROCZEK:  Your Honor, just very briefly in

14 closing, I've tried to be as respectful as I can.  I

15 do believe that these people were hurt.  When we cross

16 examined them I tried to be very respectful.  We

17 certainly understand that.  And we just want to make

18 sure that they know that we took those -- those

19 feelings into account.

20 THE COURT:  Okay.  Anything else Ms. Taylor?

21 MS. TAYLOR:  No, Your Honor.

22 SENTENCE OF THE COURT

23 THE COURT:  All right.  On the two Attempted

24 Murder charges ending in 069, 070, I find the

25 defendant be committed to the Department of
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1 Corrections for a term of thirty (30) years, those two

2 will be concurrent.  

3 On the Possession of a Weapon, be committed to

4 Department of Corrections for a term of five (5)

5 years.  That, by statute, is consecutive to 069,070.  

6 He'll be given credit for seven hundred twenty-

7 eight (728) days' time served.  If that calculation

8 changes for some reason, Ms. Zmroczek let me know.

9 MS. ZMROCZEK:  I will.

10 THE COURT:  And we will issue an order.

11 MS. ZMROCZEK:  I will.  Thank you.

12 THE COURT:  Good luck to you, sir.

13 MS. TAYLOR:  Thank you.

14 (The trial concluded at 6:15 p.m.)

15       

16          

17

18

19

20

21

22  

23

24 --- END OF TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD ---

25
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CERTIFICATE

I, THE UNDERSIGNED BRANDI J. BERRY, CERTIFIED

COURT REPORTER FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF THE
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COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA, ON THE 28TH DAY OF

FEBRUARY,2025.
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