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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT ) CASE NO. 2018-CP-07-_____________

            

BENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD CORP )
)

Plaintiff, )
)

vs. ) SUMMONS - NON-JURY
)

GERALDINE WHITE AND CRAIG )
WHITE, )

)
Defendants. )
                                                                        )

TO: THE DEFENDANTS ABOVE-NAMED: 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to answer the Complaint herein, a copy

of which is herewith served upon you and to serve a copy of your answer to said Complaint upon the

subscriber, John R. C. Bowen, Esquire, in his office at the law firm of Laughlin & Bowen, 92-A

Main Street, P. O. Drawer 21119, Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 29925 within 30 days after the

service hereof, exclusive of the day of such service, and if you fail to answer the Complaint within

the time aforesaid, Plaintiff will apply to the Court for the relief demanded in the Complaint and

judgment by default will be rendered against you.

LAUGHLIN AND BOWEN, P.C.

By:        s/ John RC Bowen                        
John RC Bowen, SC Bar #791
Attorneys for Plaintiff
P.O. Drawer 21119
Hilton Head Island, SC 29925
Tel. (843) 689-5700
Fax. (843) 689-9300
john@laughlinandbowen.com

April 16, 2018
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT ) CASE NO. 2018-CP-07-_____________

            

BENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD CORP )
)

Plaintiff, )
) COMPLAINT

vs. )
)

GERALDINE WHITE AND CRAIG )
WHITE, )

)
Defendants. )
                                                                        )

The plaintiff, by and for its Complaint against the defendants, alleges that: 

JURISDICTIONAL AND FACTUAL AVERMENTS

1. Plaintiff is a corporation duly organized and existing pursuant to the laws of the 

state of South Carolina, with its principal place of business on Hilton Head Island, South 

Carolina. Further, Plaintiff owns a parcel of land on Hilton Head Island located to the west of 

Squire Pope Road adjacent to Skull Creek and the inland waterway upon which a docks and 

related buildings are located.

2. Defendants, (hereinafter collectively“White”) are, on information and belief,  

residents of Beaufort County, South Carolina. On further information and belief, defendant 

Geraldine White is the owner of the F/V “ Papa’s Grace”, being an undocumented Shrimp boat, 

(herein referred to as the “Vessel”). Defendant Craig White was, at all times pertinent hereto, the 

Captain in command of the Vessel and/or the Managing Agent for the owner.

3. This Court has jurisdiction over the parties hereto and the subject matter hereof .

4. On or about October 8, 2016, Craig White as Captain and/or Managing Agent for 

the owner, Geraldine White,  contacted plaintiff and requested to be allowed to  bring the Vessel 
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alongside the plaintiff’s dock ahead of the approaching Hurricane Matthew. 

5. The plaintiff denied White’s request; however, despite this denial and in 

plaintiff’s absence, White brought the Vessel alongside the plaintiff’s dock and secured it to the 

dock as well as to another vessel moored at the dock.   
 

6. The force of the hurricane, when it struck, caused the Vessel to sink causing 

damage to the dock and other vessels. Following the sinking, defendants failed to mark or 

remove the wreck as is required by Title 33 § 409, USCA (the Wreck Removal Act) and §50-21-

170, Code of Laws of South Carolina for 1976, as amended.

7. The Vessel remains at the space it formerly occupied making the space and 

a significant portion of plaintiff’s dock unusable by plaintiff or others.

8. Despite numerous and repeated requests and demands from plaintiff , defendants 

have failed and/or refused to remove the sunken Vessel, and it continues to remain unmarked and 

a hazard to navigation and the environment.

9. The aforementioned acts or omissions of defendants have caused injury and 

damage to plaintiff.

10. The injury and damage to plaintiff for each month of the 19 months the 

Vessel/wreck has remained obstructing the dock and posing a hazard to navigation include but 

are not limited to:
a. Loss of rent;
b. Loss of use;
c. Damage to the dock;
d. Loss of profit
e. Such other damages as may be proven at the trial of this matter.

11. Plaintiff will be required to expend at least $25,000.00 for the removal of the 

Vessel and repairs to the property. 
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FOR A FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION
(Gross Negligence)

12. Plaintiff repeats and re alleges the allegations set forth above as if fully set forth 

herein verbatim.

13. The defendants had a duty to find a safe harbor, to follow the instructions of the 

plaintiff, and to take reasonable precautions to prepare the Vessel for extreme weather and tide

conditions so as to prevent it from sinking and/or causing damage to other structures and vessels

in the vicinity of defendant’s property.

14. The defendants had sufficient advance warning of the approach of the storm to 

remove the Vessel from the area or to take other proper action to guard against the damages

posed by the approaching storm.

15. Defendants breached that duty and were wilful, wanton, negligent and grossly 

negligent in the following particulars in that they:

A. Failed to remove the Vessel to a safe harbor in the days prior to the storm;

B. Failed to properly prepare the Vessel for storm surge or high tides and 

wind so as to prevent it from sinking

C. Failed to properly secure the Vessel.

D. Deliberately placed the vessel alongside plaintiff’s dock, after being

specifically denied permission to do so, where it was likely to be impacted by storm surge,

extreme tides, and wind without properly securing the vessel prior to the storm;

E. Failing to take such other reasonable precautions as would normally be 

taken by a prudent person under the circumstances then and there prevailing;

F. Failing to mark or to remove the wreck following the storm as required by 
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law; 

G. Violating the statutes and laws of The United States and the State of South 

Carolina; and.

H. Failing in such other and further particulars as may be found in discover or 

at trial.

12. As a direct and proximate result of defendant’s gross negligence as aforesaid, the 

plaintiff has been injured and suffered damages and is entitled to recover actual and punitive

damages in such amount as may be proved at the trial, including pre-judgment interest at the

legal rate from date of the sinking through trial and post judgment interest on any amount

awarded at the trial of the matter.

WHEREFORE, plaintiff prays that this Honorable Court inquire into the matters

raised by the pleadings and pass such Order as it deems appropriate under the attending

circumstances, including but not limited to: an Order granting plaintiff judgment against

defendants jointly and severally for such actual damages as may be established at the trial of this

matter including pre-judgment interest, appropriate punitive damages, and the costs and

disbursements of this action together with such other and further relief as to the court is just.

LAUGHLIN & BOWEN, P.C.
 
 

      By:   s/John R.C. Bowen                   
    John R. C. Bowen, SC Bar# 791
    Attorneys for Plaintiff 

      Post Office Drawer 21119
    Hilton Head Island, SC   29925

Tel. (843)689-5700
Fax. (43) 689-9300
John@laughlinandbowen.com

April 16, 2018
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STATE OF SOUTH C^($D^ IN THE COMMON PLEAS COURT

COUNTY OF BEA^^'^ NO.2018-CP-07-00793B CLERK OF COURT
) NOTICE OF MOTION AND
) MOTION TO SET ASIDE ENTRY
) OF DEFAULT JUDGMENT
) PURSUANT TO FED. R. CIV. P.55( c)
)

BENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD )
CORP )

PlaintiffTPetitioner ) Hearing Date: August 21, 2018
) Hearing Time: 9:00 a.m

vs. ) Judge: Marvin H. Dukes, III
) Place: Beaufort County Court 2nd fir.

GERALDINE J WHITE AND CRAIG )
L. WHITE )

Respondent/Defendant(s) )

TO THE HONORABLE COURT AND TO ALL PARTIES:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that October 29, 2018 at 10:00 a.m., or as soon

thereafter as this matter may be heard in the above-entitled court located at 102

Ribaut Road, Beaufort, South Carolina 29902, Geraldine J. White, the defendant in

this case, will move this Court to set aside entry of default for good cause, pursuant

to Rule 55( c) of the federal Rules of Civil Procedure.

This motion is based upon the attached Memorandum of Points and

Authorities, Declaration(s) in Support, the complete files and records in this action,

Notice of Motion and Motion to Set Aside entry of Default Pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 55(c)
Supp. ROA 027



upon such oral and documentary evidence as may be allowed at the hearing of this

motion.

This motion is made following the telephone conference of counsel pursuant

to L. R. 7-3 which took place on or around September 2018.

Dated: October 29, 2018 By:

Geraldine J White
Defendant in Pro Per

/ '

I V/ oa

Notice of Motion and Motion to Set Aside entry of Default Pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 55(c)

i

Supp. ROA 028



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
) CASE NO. 2018-CP-07-00793

COUNTY OF BEAUFORT )
            

BENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD CORP. )
)

Plaintiff, )
)

vs. ) PARTIAL SATISFACTION OF 
) JUDGMENT 

GERALDINE WHITE AND CRAIG )
WHITE, )

)
Defendants. )

____________________________________)

WHEREAS JUDGMENT was entered against the above defendants on the 22nd day of

August, 2018 in the amount of $201,723.27 ; and

WHEREAS, on August 28, 2019 the South Carolina Court of Appeals Ordered that an

additional $450.00 in costs be added to the Judgment against defendants for a total award of

$202,173.27; and,

WHEREAS, as of January 10, 2025 the judgment together with accrued interest totals

$318,423.32 ; and,

WHEREAS defendant Geraldine White has made, and plaintiff by and through its

attorney acknowledges to have received, a partial payment in the amount of $15,665.73 on said

judgment in order to release the judgment lien on her interest in certain real property located on

Hilton Head Island and described as an approximate .5 acre parcel located on Beach City Road,

Hilton Head Island, South Carolina, Tax Map No. R510-0005-0010-0000.

NOW, THEREFORE, the within judgment is partially satisfied and the above real

property is released from the judgment lien.  The defendant, Geraldine White, remains indebted

to plaintiff in the amount $302,757.59 together with interest from January 11, 2025 until paid in
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full.   

LAUGHLIN AND BOWEN, P.C.

BY:         s/John R. C. Bowen                    
John R. C. Bowen, SC Bar # 791
Attorneys for Plaintiff
P.O. Drawer 21119
Hilton Head Island, SC 29925
Tel. (843) 689-5700
Fax. (843) 689-9300

January 10, 2024 John@laughlinandbowen.com
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ROA 31 

 

Certificate of Counsel 

The undersigned counsel for Respondent John R. C. Bowen certifies that, in accordance 

with Rule 210(c), SCACR, this Record on Appeal contains all material proposed to be included 

by any party that was presented to the lower court and not any other material.  The undersigned 

also certifies that this Record on Appeal complies with the Supreme Court of South Carolina’s 

Revised Order Concerning Personal Identifying Information and Other Sensitive Information in 

Appellate Court Filings issued April 15, 2014. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CLEMENT RIVERS, LLP 

 

By: s/Graydon V. Olive, IV  

Stephen L. Brown (SC Bar No. 66468) 

D. Jay Davis, Jr. (SC Bar No. 12084) 

Kara S. Grevey (SC Bar No. 101742) 

Russell G. Hines (SC Bar No. 72100) 

Graydon V. Olive, IV (SC Bar No. 105319) 

25 Calhoun Street, Suite 200 

Charleston, SC, 29401 

PO Box 993, Charleston, SC 29402 

(843) 720-5488 

sbrown@ycrlaw.com 

jdavis@ycrlaw.com 

kgrevey@ycrlaw.com 

rhines@ycrlaw.com 

Attorneys for Respondent John R. C. Bowen 

 

Charleston, South Carolina 

 

October 12, 2026 

Oct 12 2026



