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(The following proceedings were held on 

March 21, 2023.)

(State's Exhibit Numbers 1 - 3 were marked 

for identification purposes.) 

MS. FOX:  Your Honor, we are here for the 

purpose of a waiver hearing on the following case:  

Jerelle Hickson.  This is in the interest of 

Mr. Hickson, 2022-JU-26-197, murder; 194, assault 

and battery of a high and aggravated nature; 198, 

attempted murder; and 199, attempted murder.  Your 

Honor, he is present with his attorney, David 

Rigney, as well as members of his family, including 

his mother, Latasha Hickson; and his father, Jerode 

McFadden; a sister; aunt; two grandmothers; another 

aunt are all present.  

Your Honor, also in the courtroom are the 

murder victim's family, that would be Dy’Quavyon 

Dickens, his father and mother, Daryl Jones and 

Shaquita Outlaw, as well as his stepmother, Larissa 

Jones; his grandmother; grandfather; sister; and 

aunt.  And there may be other members of the family.  

Your Honor, I believe both sides have been told 

that the purpose of this hearing is not a trial.  It 

is to determine where the trial takes place.  I 

believe both sides have been cautioned not to have 

11



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

5

any outburst or anything.  And at the conclusion, 

the Court has allowed a very brief statement on both 

sides, if they wish, to focus just on the issue of 

the waiver evaluation that we speak on.  

The waiver request is pursuant to code section 

63-19-1210.  And the considerations for waiver are 

under Kent v. United States, 383 U.S. 541, which is 

a 1966 case.  And if Your Honor pleases, the State 

is ready to begin. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Anything we need to 

take up prior to testimony?  

MS. FOX:  Your Honor, we have marked three 

different things for exhibits.  

We want to confirm that Your Honor has a copy 

of the competency evaluation, the competency 

addendum, and the waiver evaluation that have all 

been completed. 

THE COURT:  I do and I've reviewed them all. 

MS. FOX:  Thank you.  

If Mr. Rigney is ready?

MR. RIGNEY:  We're ready, Your Honor. 

MS. FOX:  Thank you, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Thank you.  You may call your first 

witness. 

MS. FOX:  Your Honor, the State calls Detective 
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6

Christopher White with the Myrtle Beach Police 

Department. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. White, if you'll 

come up here to the Bible.  Put your left hand on 

the Bible, raise your right. 

CHRISTOPHER WHITE,

having been duly sworn, testified as follows: 

THE COURT:  You may have a seat.  

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MS. FOX:

Q Detective White, how long have you been 

employed as a law enforcement officer? 

A Eighteen years next month. 

Q And what is your role? 

A Currently, I'm assigned to the Office of 

Professional Standards, which most people would 

think of as Internal Affairs. 

Q How were you employed with the police 

department in August -- sorry -- in April of last 

year? 

A I was a detective assigned to the major crime 

section of investigations. 

Q And, at that point, how long had you been a 

detective? 

A Approximately, maybe three years. 
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7

Q What were you doing before that? 

A Before that, I was a property crimes detective.  

I did that for maybe about a year and a half.  

Before that, I was a road supervisor.  I supervised 

a shift as a corporal.  Prior to that, I was an FBI 

task force officer.  Before that, I was a narcotics 

investigator.  Then prior to that, I was a street 

crimes officer, then road patrol and bicycle patrol. 

Q So it would be safe to say that you have seen 

every single aspect of crime in Myrtle Beach? 

A Yes. 

Q Were you on duty on the early morning hours of 

April the 24th, that would be Saturday going into 

Sunday? 

A I was. 

Q I'd like for you to tell the Court what 

happened on or around Withers Alley or Withers Drive 

in Myrtle Beach about 1:20 in the morning? 

A So I was contacted in reference to a shooting.  

There was a shooting that took place in that parking 

lot. 

Q And can you tell me who were the victims of 

that case? 

A The victims in that case were Dy’Quavyon 

Dickens, Ty'Lan Wilds, Trayvon Coe, and Michael 
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8

McInnis. 

Q In terms of Dy’Quavyon Dickens, how old was he? 

A He was 17. 

Q Were any of the victims involved in the 

shooting for their part of it? 

A No. 

Q Were they all innocent victims? 

A Yes. 

Q Tell me about DyQuan {sic}.  What did you find 

out about him when you were determining whether he 

had any interaction or contact or even knowledge of 

the defendants in this case? 

A Dy’Quavyon you mean?  

Q Yes.  

A He was beside a car talking to some female 

friends when this took place.  So he was totally out 

of the picture of any kind of shooting that took 

place. 

Q So where was he from? 

A He was from the Florence area. 

Q And what kind of person was he?

A He was a sports athlete, a homecoming king.  He 

played football, basketball, track.  And I believe 

he also had an aspiring career to go to college.  I 

believe that he was getting scouted by colleges for 

15
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9

football. 

Q How about Michael McInnis?  How old was he? 

A He was 20. 

Q And where is he now? 

A He's in college. 

Q Where was he shot? 

A He was shot in the shoulder. 

Q How about Trayvon Coe and Ty'Lan Wilds?  Where 

were they?

A They were in a car that was parked at the time.  

Trayvon Coe was shot in the head.  And Ty'Lan Wilds 

got some glass shrapnel from the window getting 

shot. 

Q How long was Trayvon in the hospital? 

A I believe it was four days. 

Q Were those, to your knowledge, the intended 

victims? 

A Yes. 

Q Was there any indication that there was any 

form of words or aggression or anything on their 

part? 

A No. 

Q What was your understanding about why they were 

the targets?

A My understanding is that Wilds and Coe were 
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CHRISTOPHER WHITE - DIRECT BY MS. FOX

10

possibly friends or homeboys of a guy or a group of 

guys that had shot and shot at Mr. Hickson prior to. 

Q Okay.  So not anyone who had shot him, but just 

friends or thought they were friends of someone who 

had shot at Mr. Hickson or a friend? 

A It was him and a friend of him {sic} who he 

referred to as Little B. 

Q Did you ever get that person's name? 

A No. 

Q To look further into whether if that actually 

happened? 

A No. 

Q Tell me how Jerelle came to -- now, let's start 

off with how old is Jerelle Hickson? 

A Sixteen at the time. 

Q At the time?  When is his date of birth? 

A I don't have -- I know he's 17 now.  I think he 

was a few months short of 17 when this happened. 

MS. FOX:  Your Honor, this is something that 

the Court would have judicial notice of.  This would 

be  of 2005. 

Q So this -- he would have been 16 and a half 

when it happened and he's now 17 and a half or 

almost? 

A Yes. 
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11

Q Tell me when -- what you can about how it 

happened that he came to Myrtle Beach and who he 

came with on that date.  

A During the investigation, we were able to 

locate the vehicles that were associated with the 

shooting, identify the co-defendants.  And upon 

interviewing them, they were able to identify 

Mr. Hickson as being involved. 

Q Were they forthcoming about that? 

A No, not initially. 

Q When -- once you put it all together, what did 

you find out about when they came to the beach and 

how they happened to be on the boulevard? 

A They came to the beach, I believe, on Thursday, 

rented a condo through Airbnb, I believe, went up 

and down the boulevard, like, the day before, 

shopped.  And then that night, which would have been 

Saturday into Sunday, they went again to cruise the 

boulevard. 

Q And where was the parking lot that they ended 

up in? 

A It was one block west of Mr. Joe White and 

Ocean Boulevard. 

Q Were there a number of people in the parking 

lot?
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A It was a very full parking lot, yes. 

Q Was there other damage done during the 

shooting? 

A Yeah.  There were several vehicles, numerous 

vehicles that were shot. 

Q Did some of them have people in them? 

A Yes. 

Q Who did you determine were the shooters? 

A Mr. Hickson and Tai’yuan Jackson. 

Q And what does he go by? 

A TJ. 

Q How old is he? 

A He is 19, or he was at the time. 

Q Nineteen at the time? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you come across a picture of the group that 

came down and rented this condominium? 

A I did, yes. 

Q Let me show you what's been marked as State's 

Exhibit 1.  Let me ask you if you recognize this? 

A Yes. 

Q Can you tell me what this is? 

A It's a group picture that was -- 

Q Okay.  And where did it come from? 

A It was taken off of, I believe, Liquan's phone. 
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Q Okay.  

MS. FOX:  Your Honor, I'd ask that this be 

entered as State's Exhibit 1. 

THE COURT:  Any objection?  

MR. RIGNEY:  No objection, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right.  State's 1 without 

objection.   

(State's Exhibit Number 1, photograph, 

admitted into evidence.)

MS. FOX:  Your Honor, I'd like to, at this 

time, put up the picture so that the detective can 

be referring to it while everyone has their copy. 

THE COURT:  All right.  

BY MS. FOX:

Q So, if you will, tell us -- 

MS. FOX:  And, Your Honor, at different points, 

I'm going to have to ask Detective White to come 

down. 

Q But if you will just click on -- is there a 

glare on this because you took this picture with 

your phone from that picture? 

A We had obtained a search warrant to extract 

this phone, but we were in a process of interviewing 

the defendants, so I took a picture of the phone 

itself to have so I could present it while I'm 
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interviewing them, so that's why there's a glare on 

it. 

Q Was this picture taken the day of the crime? 

A Yes. 

Q And how do you know that? 

A The defendants are wearing the same clothes 

that we were able to identify from the surveillance 

photos from our cameras, along with a Ring doorbell 

camera at the condo they rented, which they were at 

shortly after this took place. 

Q Okay.  So if you could, just point out which 

one is -- so Liquan, who also goes by Quan, Hickson, 

which one is he? 

A He's right there with the black shirt with his 

head down. 

Q All right.  And was he also charged?

A Yes. 

Q And what was he charged with? 

A I believe he was charged with accessory.  He 

drove the vehicle away. 

Q For driving the vehicle away.  Did he do 

anything else to the vehicles? 

A He took stickers off that would help identify 

them for law enforcement. 

Q All right.  And that's why he was charged? 
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A Yes. 

Q All right.  So my understanding is -- or how 

many vehicles did they come to Myrtle Beach in? 

A I believe there was -- there was two involved 

at that shooting at that time. 

Q Okay.  So the other juvenile who is in the 

front in red, who is that? 

A That's Keeston Fulmore.  

Q And was he also charged? 

A Yes. 

Q What was he charged for?

A Accessory. 

Q For?

A For driving TJ's car away.  TJ had a beige or 

brown Tahoe, and he drove it away from the scene. 

Q The one on the far left in the green, who is 

that? 

A That's Tai’yuan Jackson, or TJ. 

Q And then the one in the middle? 

A One by three is Jeremaiah Conner. 

Q Was that the first person that gave you 

information about the crime? 

A Yes. 

MS. FOX:  That's all I have for this picture. 

Q When this incident happened, did anyone give 
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any indication about -- either co-defendants, 

witnesses or any evidence at the scene give any 

indication that this was started from an argument, 

someone showing any sort of aggression or 

precipitating any sort of conflict? 

A No. 

Q What is your understanding about what happened? 

A My understanding is that the vehicle that 

Mr. Coe, Mr. Wilds were in was parked.  It started 

to back up.  At which time, TJ and Jerelle started 

shooting at that vehicle. 

Q With people going back and forth in the parking 

lot? 

A Yes.  The parking lot was completely packed.  

People were walking around, talking by cars and 

such. 

Q Did you find any witnesses that indicated that 

any words had been spoken between the two parties? 

A No. 

Q Was there any indication that the victims had 

presented a weapon or anything? 

A No. 

Q Where were the shell casings that you found? 

A The shell casings, a majority of the shell 

casings were found just to the left of the black 
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Tahoe that was Liquan's, which is where they were 

shooting from. 

Q And where were the others found?

A There was, I believe, a few to the right side 

of it.  And then there was just maybe one or two 

kind of -- a little further out in the parking lot. 

Q The view that we're going to have, are we going 

to be able to see the left side of the vehicle or 

just the right side? 

A Just the right side. 

Q Did that -- is that from the angle? 

A Yeah.  It's just from the angle of the camera. 

Q All right.  And is it my understanding that you 

said that, at some point, the -- Jerelle himself 

said that he recognized those two guys, Wilds and 

Coe? 

A Yes, when we interviewed him. 

Q Did you have any -- were you able to get any 

verification from him about the incident that he was 

talking about about his friend being shot? 

A He had said that his friend had been shot, who 

he referred to as Little B, but we couldn't get a 

real name from him, but it happened several months 

prior to from a group of guys that were friends with 

these guys. 
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Q Did you find out whether this was related to 

his being shot in November before the April that 

this happened? 

A I believe it was him and his friend were 

possibly shot at the same incident. 

Q But your indication was that -- when he first 

talked to you, was that your understanding that it 

was the same incident or was -- did you have any 

other -- 

A I think it initially was separate, but I think 

during the investigation, we think it's the same 

incident. 

Q Did you contact the Florence, Lake City, that 

area to find out whether they knew anything or were 

they not able to tell you if -- they did not have 

the person's name to find out more about it? 

A They weren't able to find out more without the 

person's name. 

Q Did you find out whether this might have been 

related to the incident also in November of '21 

where he admitted stomping on someone's head at a 

homecoming game? 

A No.  He never alluded to that, but being an 

investigator, I believe it could have been related 

to that. 
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Q All right.  

MS. FOX:  Your Honor, I'm now going to ask 

Detective White to step down, because we're going to 

show the video from the parking lot.  This is the 

angle that he was talking about where you can see to 

the side.  I'm going to show the original video.

(Whereupon, the video was played and during 

the playing of the video, the following occurred.)

Q And let me make clear -- I want to make clear, 

this is what Myrtle Beach first provided, correct?  

A Yes.  

Q And this came from what camera? 

A It's a private camera from the parking lots.  

The parking lots are privately owned.

Q All right.  Can you show what we are looking at 

-- or what we are supposed to be looking at where 

our -- where we should be looking, you can come 

down, where our attention should be as we watch 

this? 

A (Witness leaves the witness stand.)

So this right here {indicating} up in this area 

is Ocean Boulevard.  So the incident happens, like, 

right in this corner {indicating}. 

Q Can you tell us where the black Tahoe is? 

A So the black Tahoe is approximately right here.  
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There's a car in between.  There's another vehicle.  

And then, I believe, that's the beige Tahoe that 

Mr. Fulmore drives away {indicating} right there. 

Q So people walking around right now, around the 

car, is that the -- Jerelle that we just saw? 

A I believe it is because he's -- it's very 

distinct because he had bright white shoes on. 

Q And he's the only one in the group wearing all 

black with white shoes? 

A Yes. 

Q Has this been changed or altered in any way 

since you have seen it? 

A This one, no. 

Q All right.  Can you tell the Court what you did 

with this video? 

A So I took a section of this video and shortened 

it down to about a minute to two minutes' worth that 

shows the actual shooting, because we have hours of 

this video that we were basically watching and 

investigating.  And then I took that, I have one 

clip of that and then I have another clip where I 

zoomed in where the shooting actually takes place. 

Q So let me go forward to right about -- and my 

understanding is that we know that it's about -- 

even though we can barely see anything just because 
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of where the cars are, it's my understanding that 

there's a guy in a white T-shirt who kind of -- 

A Yes. 

Q -- walks over and starts to walk.  And as he 

starts to walk, he obviously hears something and 

then starts jumping around, but he's carrying a bag 

of food? 

A He comes from this area.  He comes around, he 

stops, speaks to somebody at this car for maybe a 

second or two and comes across.  And then once he 

gets right in this area, you can tell it's happening 

because he starts running this way, other people 

start running, cars start taking off out of the 

parking lot. 

Q Is it safe to say we're really not going to get 

a very good view of what happened? 

A No. 

Q So the shooting is now happening.  Everybody's 

driving off.  Were there several accidents in the 

parking lot, people trying to leave? 

A Yes. 

Q Detective White, I'm going to back it up again 

to the point where the man is crossing the street.  

And if you will just show with your pointer what 

we're supposed to be looking at.  
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A If you'll look right here at this vehicle 

{indicating}, you can actually see muzzle flash. 

Q And is TJ in green? 

A Yes.  He's in all green. 

Q Okay.  And does he get in from that side? 

A He's going to be standing on this side.  

There's Jerelle right there {indicating}. 

Q Could we now show the number two -- all right.  

So the second one would be the -- number three would 

be the one-minute clip.  

And then now we're going to show the zoomed in.  

The other one when you slowed it down, how far 

did you slow it down? 

A I can't remember.  It may be about half speed. 

Q Okay.  So, again, where are we looking? 

A So right in this area, you'll see Jerelle -- 

or, I'm sorry -- TJ right in there.  And then 

Jerelle goes around the side.

MS. FOX:  And then now can we do the 

slowed-down version?  

THE WITNESS:  I believe that car right there is 

the one that Mr. Wilds and Coe were in.

BY MS. FOX:

Q And where in the parking lot were the victims, 

the -- Mr. Dickens?
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A He was, I believe, over in this area 

{indicating}. 

Q The co-defendants and the -- I believe there 

were two other girls that were with the group, did 

they indicate that the location in the car when they 

drove off was that Mr. Hickson was on that side of 

the car, the back passenger, and that TJ was on the 

driver's back, behind the driver? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  Thank you.  

So, Detective White, you can have a seat for a 

minute.  

(The video was concluded.)

A (Witness resumes the witness stand.) 

Q After this incident happened, how many police 

officers would you say had to be involved at the 

scene, at the hospital, and talking to all the 

witnesses coming forward and saying "I heard this; I 

heard that; my car got shot"? 

A A lot.  I mean, there was a lot of officers 

working.  They were actually there at that scene, I 

believe, within less than a minute.  Some of them 

actually heard the gunshots, they were that close.  

Q What happened to Dy’Quavyon? 

A He was transferred to the hospital and, 
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ultimately, he passed at the hospital. 

Q Mr. McInnis, the other victim, was he with 

Dy’Quavyon? 

A No. 

Q So they were in two different areas of the 

parking lot? 

A Yes. 

Q While y'all were dealing with this, what did -- 

well, now that you have put it all together, what is 

it your understanding of what Mr. Hickson did after 

this? 

A They went back to the condo where they were 

staying, which is what this Ring doorbell's from. 

Q And what did he do after that?

A He was there probably a short amount of time, 

had contacted somebody.  And he went back to, I 

believe, it was Johnsonville, Lake City area. 

Q Did any of the other people who were in the car 

go back? 

A No. 

Q How did you discover who they were? 

A So through the vehicles, we were able to find 

that, vehicle registrations, of course, listed the 

vehicles as NCIC, we were able to stop the vehicles 

near Tanger on 501. 
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Q Now, when was this? 

A Later that same day, maybe 12 hours later. 

Q So this happened early morning hours of Sunday, 

so about 12 hours later Sunday afternoon -- 

A Approximately, yeah. 

Q -- is how you found them.  Were people going 

through city cameras to try to find out where they 

went from point A to point B? 

A Yes. 

Q When you stopped the cars, did everyone at 

that -- how did you know who you were looking for? 

A We weren't sure at that time.  I know that 

several of the people were willing to come and give 

interviews, so they were brought to our police 

annex. 

Q How did you determine who might have been 

missing from the group that you had, because, at 

this point, you didn't know who the shooters were?  

A Right.  Once we interviewed them, they all 

pretty much cooperated, gave a consistent story.  

And they all identified Mr. Hickson, reluctantly. 

Q Did that -- did you find anything odd about 

that? 

A Yes. 

Q Why? 
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A They were willing to identify each other who -- 

they were brothers, family, close, grew up together, 

but they were all pretty hesitant to identify 

Mr. Hickson. 

Q And Quan and -- Liquan Hickson and Tai’yuan, or 

TJ, Jackson were brothers or stepbrothers? 

A I believe so, yes. 

Q And everyone identified TJ as being in the car? 

A Yes. 

Q But they were reluctant to identify 

Mr. Hickson? 

A They identified the others in the car also. 

Q How did you find out -- how did you know to ask 

about Mr. Hickson?  What did he go by? 

A Rel. 

Q And how did you know that he was a missing 

piece? 

A Once we were interviewing Keeston Fulmore, I 

believe he was the second one we interviewed, his 

father was allowed in there.  We spoke to both of 

them.  And his father asked where Rel is. 

Q And, at that time, did you have any idea that 

there was another person? 

A No. 

Q So is that the point that you found out that 

33



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CHRISTOPHER WHITE - DIRECT BY MS. FOX

27

there was an Airbnb or a condo that they were 

staying at? 

A Yes. 

Q And that's how you got this Ring camera? 

A Yes. 

Q Has this been changed or altered in any way 

since you received it and provided it to the 

solicitor's office -- 

A No. 

Q -- and the defense? 

A No. 

Q Tell us what we're going to see on this video.  

I know that there were several still shots of 

people.  What did it show in the still shots and 

then what are we going to see on here? 

A I know some of the still shots we took for 

interview purposes, to have people identified as we 

were interviewing them, but you can even see it's 

time and date stamped down there at the bottom from 

Ring, but you'll see kind of a careless attitude, 

nonchalantly, even though they were just involved in 

a shooting. 

Q How many of the people who were coming up to 

the door have guns? 

A Several.
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(Whereupon, the video was played.)

Q Is this Mr. Hickson in the middle?

A In the middle, yes. 

Q And what is he holding? 

A In his right hand, he's holding a gun.  In the 

left hand, I believe it's a bottle of liquor. 

Q Did he indicate that the gun he is holding is a 

different gun than the gun that was used?

A He never said he shot, I believe, but he said 

he was just holding the gun, that it was somebody 

else's. 

Q And are we going to see some of the other 

people who were with them that night? 

A Yes. 

(Whereupon, the video was played.)

Q Did anyone get a report about that gunshot? 

A Some people that were staying there reported to 

County.  County responded, but I don't think they 

were able to find anything at that time. 

Q How was Mr. Hickson located? 

A He was -- well, we contacted -- once we were 

able to identify him, we obtained a pickup order.  

We used our U.S. Marshals Task Force officers to go 

and locate him.  Ultimately, he was located, I 

believe, Lake City, Johnsonville area. 
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Q Did you conduct the interview with him? 

A I did. 

Q Did you need help doing so?

A I did. 

Q And who helped you? 

A Detective Hinton. 

Q Who is present as well? 

A He's the co-lead on the case. 

Q Did you need Detective Hinton for a reason? 

A Yes. 

Q Why is that? 

A When I was initially talking to Mr. Hickson, he 

didn't seem to respond to me or acknowledge me, so 

Detective Hinton took over and he was able to ask 

him questions and conversate {sic} with him. 

Q Would he look at you when he was answering one 

of your questions? 

A If I asked him a question, he would answer 

Detective Hinton.  

Q How many people would you say you had 

interviewed over the course of 18 years? 

A Hundreds. 

Q Would you say that the -- Mr. Hickson's 

behavior was consistent with a juvenile being 

interviewed? 
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A No. 

Q Did he seem scared? 

A No. 

Q Nervous? 

A No. 

Q Did he seem concerned at all to be interviewed 

by two detectives? 

A No. 

Q If you did not know he was a juvenile from his 

size or knowing his date of birth, would you have 

guessed that he was a juvenile from his responses to 

your questions? 

A No, absolutely not. 

Q Did he give you any helpful information? 

A He provided some but not a lot. 

Q So other than knowing that -- or finding the 

reason that he gave you about why the boys in the 

car were being shot at, did he give you any other 

information that would help you follow up on that? 

A Not on that part.  He did identify himself in 

the pictures we were provided, which -- the one seen 

earlier was one of them. 

MS. FOX:  Thank you.  I don't have anymore 

questions.  If you'd answer any questions that 

Mr. Rigney has. 
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THE COURT:  Cross-exam?  

MS. FOX:  And, Your Honor -- Mr. Rigney, if you 

don't need that, we can raise it up. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION 

BY MR. RIGNEY:

Q Sergeant White, I just want to clarify maybe a 

few things from what your testimony was.  

A Okay. 

Q I think you said that prior to this night, 

there was no evidence of any interaction between the 

people who are allegedly doing the shooting and the 

victims of this crime? 

A Correct. 

Q There's nothing to connect them before this? 

A Right.  At that time, no. 

Q So we -- did you ever find another -- I know 

there's some other matters that eventually came up, 

but did you ever come up with a motive, from your 

own investigation, as to what you thought the reason 

was? 

A Initially, no.  I mean, I have a hypothesis of 

why but nothing concrete. 

Q Okay.  And with this friend of a friend that 

was supposedly involved in some prior incident, were 

you ever -- I think you said you were not able to 

38



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CHRISTOPHER WHITE - CROSS BY MR. RIGNEY

32

follow up on the friend to see if you could identify 

who it was they were talking about, the two people 

that -- there was another person that got shot or 

was in some incident, you -- the friend never came 

about, right? 

A Right.  All we had was the nickname Little B.  

We didn't have a real name to investigate further. 

Q Who are the co-defendants with Mr. Jerelle 

right now? 

A There was Keeston Fulmore, Tai’yuan Jackson, 

Liquan Jackson. 

Q And are all of those still, to your knowledge, 

co-defendants in this case? 

A I believe Mr. Fulmore's case has been disposed 

of, but the other two, yes. 

Q And do you know what the disposition was for 

that case? 

A I don't know offhand.

MS. FOX:  Your Honor, for the Court's 

information, Mr. Fulmore pled delinquent to 

accessory after murder. 

THE COURT:  Thank you. 

BY MR. RIGNEY:

Q Are any of those co-defendants, to your 

knowledge, still incarcerated? 
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A I believe they are.  I'll say this:  I know 

Tai’yuan Jackson is.  I'm not sure about Liquan. 

Q Okay.  Who was the first person that, to you, 

identified Jerelle as being involved in this? 

A I believe it was Tai’yuan Jackson, because he 

was the third person we interviewed. 

Q So based on the video that we watched, you 

wouldn't have been able to identify him without some 

evidence from someone else; is that accurate? 

A That's accurate.  I wouldn't be able to see in 

-- if I saw a picture and see the video, I wouldn't 

be able to put two and two together, initially, yes. 

Q So were you troubled by the quality of the 

video at some point in trying to identify who the 

people were? 

A Once we saw the Ring video, which was a lot 

better, and then watching hours of that video, the 

clothing, we could identify who was who.  So like, 

Mr. Liquan Jackson, he's wearing all green.  I could 

identify that on the Ring doorbell, which happened 

after, but then I could go back and watch this 

video, which these guys were in the parking lot for 

maybe an hour or so, and they're constantly kind of 

walking around on the sidewalk where there's more 

light, you can see that. 
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Q So you said there's no witnesses that gave you 

any information about the parties having any 

interaction that night that might have led to this 

incident? 

A Correct. 

Q So there's just a shooting with no apparent 

reason? 

A Exactly. 

Q Okay.  And you said Jerelle said that he 

recognized the two guys that may have been involved 

in some prior incident -- 

A Yes.  

Q -- related to -- 

A When we interviewed him, yes. 

Q -- the friend of a friend or however that 

turned out? 

A Correct. 

Q And he gave you that information in your 

interview with him -- 

A Yes. 

Q -- or your interview with the other detective? 

A Yes. 

Q With the video alone, would you have been able 

to identify who these people are? 

A Just from that one video of the parking lot?  
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Q Right.  

A Probably not. 

Q How long did it take to arrest Jerelle after 

this incident took place?  I believe it was done on 

late Saturday night, Sunday morning, early Sunday -- 

A The incident happened early Sunday morning.  I 

believe Sunday, maybe into Monday, I can't remember 

exactly.  We were able to obtain the pickup order 

maybe three or four days after that incident, so a 

short amount of time. 

Q And that was after you had identified him based 

on what people have told you during interviews? 

A Yes. 

Q But not from the video.  

I believe you said Mr. Hickson, Jerelle, never 

admitted doing any shooting? 

A I believe so. 

Q You said that during the interview, you felt 

like he didn't act like a juvenile? 

A Correct. 

Q Could you explain that to me, please? 

A I've interviewed juveniles throughout my 

career.  They can sometimes act giggly, like they 

don't fully understand what's going on, they don't 

take it serious.  He was, like, a nonchalant 
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attitude, kind of just sit back in his chair, like 

he wasn't worried.  It's like if I interviewed 

another adult for a violent crime, he depicted that 

same demeanor, that same, like, attitude. 

Q Now, do you have any background in assessing 

things like that in terms of education or training? 

A No, just experience. 

MR. RIGNEY:  Thank you, Your Honor.  No more 

questions. 

THE COURT:  Redirect?  

MS. FOX:  No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Is he on subpoena?  Are 

we releasing -- 

MS. FOX:  No, ma'am.  He plans to stay. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  Thank you, sir.  

MS. FOX:  Your Honor, the State calls Miracle 

Griffith. 

THE COURT:  Put your left hand on the Bible, 

raise your right. 

MIRACLE GRIFFITH,

having been duly sworn, testified as follows: 

THE COURT:  If you'll have a seat.  Please 

state your full name for the record. 

THE WITNESS:  Miracle Griffith.  

THE COURT:  Thank you.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MS. FOX:

Q Ms. Griffith, what is your position at DJJ and 

how long have you been employed there? 

A I'm the county director with the Horry County 

Department of Juvenile Justice.  I've been employed 

about 18 years. 

Q Were you involved in Mr. Hickson's case? 

A I have been. 

Q Can you tell me when we first began this case, 

his attorney requested a competency evaluation, when 

was that evaluation completed? 

A If I may dig.  

It was ordered on May the 13th.  It looks like 

it was completed around August 26, 2022. 

Q And was -- did the competency evaluation raise 

any concerns about his competency? 

A No, ma'am.  He was found competent. 

Q And was that on a later court date? 

A It was. 

Q Do you have the date of that? 

A Unfortunately, I do not. 

MS. FOX:  Your Honor, I think the Court can 

take judicial notice of the fact that was 

September the 7th, the finding of competency. 
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Q At that point, did the waiver evaluation begin? 

A It did. 

Q And were there -- was there any reason that the 

waiver evaluation had -- was delayed? 

A The only reason the waiver evaluation was 

delayed was for the purposes of the competency.  

Once the competency was completed, he was found 

competent.  At that point, the waiver process begun.  

There were no concerns with competency.  The waiver 

evaluation was completed. 

Q All right.  After the waiver evaluation came 

back that the juvenile had a 54 IQ, were you aware 

of any time that the evaluators at DJJ said we need 

to contact the person who actually did the 

competency evaluation and find out what the 

discrepancy is, because the evaluators at DJJ were 

looking at intellectual disability, but the 

competency evaluator did not? 

A I was not contacted or made aware. 

Q So as far as you're aware, the only time that 

anyone contacted the evaluator who did the 

competency evaluation was when I did.  And, at that 

point, the psychologist, Dr. Hall, provided an 

addendum, correct? 

A That's correct. 
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Q And in that addendum, it pointed out all the 

reasons why the IQ was not a realistic indication of 

Mr. Hickson's intellectual abilities, correct?

A Correct. 

Q And included the fact that even in the school 

records that were provided to DJJ and the IEP that 

was provided to DJJ, no one had any concerns about 

any intellectual disability? 

A That's correct. 

Q I understand that everyone has gone through the 

waiver evaluation.  I just wanted to touch on a few 

things that I had concerns about.  

Jerelle said that he was living with his father 

for the last two years before he was detained and -- 

which he said has no rules; is that correct? 

A That's correct. 

Q However, I noticed that the mother said he has 

been living between the two of them.  Did the -- DJJ 

have concerns about contacting both of these parents 

to find out what was going on and whether this -- 

which was, in fact, the truth? 

A According to the evaluation, the evaluator did 

not follow up with the parents for additional 

information. 

Q What happened when they tried to follow up with 
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the parents? 

A So the evaluation process begun.  However, 

there were some delays because there were three 

cancelled appointments with the mother and the 

juvenile's father could not be reached. 

Q Had his father been to at least one of the 

court hearings before? 

A That's my understanding. 

Q When -- when the evaluation -- so the 

evaluation is based only on the juvenile's version 

of what happened and what is going on in the home 

currently and the mother's version, correct? 

A Correct. 

Q But if he had not lived with her for two years, 

then her information is missing pieces, I suppose, 

because the last time he would have been 14 years 

old? 

A Correct. 

Q When the mother indicated that she did not know 

of the father's legal history, you were aware -- and 

please understand when I say "you", I am not talking 

about the local DJJ offices.  I'm talking about DJJ 

in general or DJJ that did the evaluation.  DJJ was 

aware that the juvenile said that his father had 

been in prison for a long time? 
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A Correct. 

Q Did anyone at DJJ run a criminal history on the 

father or ask the solicitor's office to run a 

criminal history? 

A To my knowledge, no. 

Q Were you aware afterwards that the solicitor's 

office did run a criminal history and did discover 

information about the father? 

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Including the fact that while he was with the 

mother, that he was charged with murder in the 

beating and stabbing death of a 40-year old with 

another man who was also 21, his age, at the time? 

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Now, it's my understanding he was not convicted 

of that, but, again, when you ask a parent about 

criminal history, I believe the mother's answer was 

she did not know? 

A According to the report, Mom actually was 

unable to offer any information regarding 

Mr. McFadden's health, mental health, legal, and 

substance abuse history. 

Q And y'all were not able to reach the father to 

get that information? 

A The evaluator was not able to. 
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Q I'm going to ask you whether you recognize the 

following -- this is State's Exhibit 2?  

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Can you tell us what that is? 

A So throughout this process, there was a 

difficult time with getting school records.  So the 

information that you just provided were school 

records received from September 16th, 2022.  And 

then there were additional records that were 

received in February of this year as well. 

Q How long did the attendance records go back? 

A So on the front sheet here, looks like these 

are school records from 8/16 to 11/30 for the 

'21-'22 school year. 

Q So are there any other attendance records or is 

the rest just discipline records? 

A It appears the rest are just discipline 

records. 

MS. FOX:  I'd ask that these be marked as -- 

sorry -- entered into evidence as State's Exhibit 2. 

THE COURT:  Any objection?  

MR. RIGNEY:  No objection. 

THE COURT:  Thank you.  

State's 2 without objection.  

(State's Exhibit Number 2, school records, 
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admitted into evidence.)  

BY MS. FOX:

Q In the waiver evaluation, it's my understanding 

that both the juvenile and his mother said that he 

was in school until he was detained? 

A That's correct. 

Q Did you find that to be true? 

A The information that was provided to us from 

Florence School District was that this young man 

last attended in December of 2021. 

Q Okay.  From the records, is it actually correct 

that he -- the last date -- he was dropped on 

December the 3rd, but according to the records, the 

last day that he was present was October the 19th? 

A That's correct. 

Q Is one of the reasons that you had difficulty 

getting records was that he and his mother named 

three different schools? 

A There were differed variations on the names of 

schools, yes. 

Q Were they able to -- was the DJJ evaluator able 

to talk to them afterwards to question them about 

their statements that he had been in school until he 

was detained with the fact that that's actually not 

true? 
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A It's my understanding the evaluator did not. 

Q And the information about his being in virtual 

school, were you able to confirm that? 

A No, ma'am. 

Q Even though, my understanding is, you had been 

looking this whole time for school information? 

A Yes.  So there was a few months where we did 

not attempt to get school records, but throughout 

this process, we have -- we've made multiple 

attempts to get records. 

Q The issue about the grades that he repeated, 

did either he or his mother get it right? 

A They did not. 

Q The fact that he was -- repeated third grade, 

was that because of his own actions? 

A I believe that's correct. 

Q In the third grade.  Do you have a -- 

information that he was dropped from attendance -- 

A I'm sorry.  Yes, he dropped from attendance.  

There was a period of time in which he was not 

enrolled in school. 

Q And so that would have been the reason that he 

had to complete -- repeat third grade? 

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Was eighth grade the last grade that he was in 
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for the '20-'21 year? 

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Did he indicate that he had a number of issues 

with truancy and discipline that year?  

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Please tell me if my numbers are correct.  I 

show 24 discipline for the '18-'19 school year, 

which was the last full year that he attended? 

A That's correct. 

Q For the '19-'20 school year, which I believe 

everywhere in South Carolina ended about March the 

13th, I believe, he had 17 disciplines that year? 

A That's correct. 

Q The '20-'21 year, he had seven discipline, but 

that was when he was retained and I believe 

attendance was an issue then? 

A Yes, ma'am, that's correct. 

Q And in the two months that he was in school for 

the '21-'22 year, did he have eight discipline? 

A He did. 

Q And in reviewing these disciplines, were there 

disciplines, and I know a lot of them were for a 

number of minor issues, disrespect, things like 

that, but were there also ones for aggressive 

behavior and threats on teachers? 
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A There was. 

Q I understand that he said that he was shot 

three times in November.  Would that have been 

related to his stopping school October the 19th? 

A No, ma'am. 

Q And that was a week after he turned 16? 

A That's correct. 

Q Do you know whether the school reached out 

about truancy since he was required to go until he 

was 17? 

A I can't answer that honestly.  I'm not sure. 

Q Did the school attempt to help Mr. Hickson and 

his family through an IEP? 

A They did. 

Q Was there an issue with the IEP that was done 

in November, I believe it was November the 9th it 

was scheduled, with the parents not appearing after 

it being rescheduled several times? 

A That's correct. 

Q So the IEP from November of -- November 9th, 

that was based on all of the information that the 

school had without any input from the family? 

A Correct. 

Q But he didn't go back to school after that? 

A Correct. 
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Q So any services that the school might have been 

able to offer could not have been successful because 

he was not attending school? 

A That's correct. 

Q From his school records, does it indicate that 

he had the ability to do well if he wished to? 

A It does. 

Q I noticed there are a lot of low grades, but 

there are some that are in the 70s and 80s? 

A That's correct. 

Q Thank you.  

Going forward to -- and now I'm looking at the 

evaluation on pages seven, eight, and nine.  He 

talks about being in numerous fights at school and 

in the community since he was a little kid.  If you 

could go to page eight.  

A (Witness complies.) 

Q The part that says, "I just like fighting; you 

never know what a person is capable of."  

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Is that the point where he was talking about 

stomping on somebody's head and giving them a 

concussion at the homecoming in November of '21? 

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Is this when he said, "I would continue to 
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fight even if the other person was on the ground; if 

he starts it, I'm going to finish it"? 

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q When he said, a little further on, that he'd 

only been in one fight since he was detained, was 

that correct? 

A Since he's been detained?  

Q Yes.  

A That's not correct. 

Q And did DJJ update their report at any time?  

Because even, at that time, he had already had -- 

been involved in eight different assaults.  By this 

time, by the time we're here at this hearing, he'd 

been involved, and when I say involved, I mean that 

he is either the only person who did the assault or 

he and at least one other person did the assault, at 

least ten times? 

A That's correct. 

Q But DJJ never thought it important to go back 

and amend or question his statement that he'd only 

been involved in one fight? 

A The psychologist who wrote this report did not 

complete an addendum or update the evaluation. 

Q On -- when he also said that he had never had a 

gun, did anyone ever question that, the fact that on 
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at least two occasions, per pictorial evidence, he 

had a gun on at least two occasions on this 

incident? 

A According to the evaluation, no. 

Q All right.  The part on page nine where he 

says, "I've never committed a crime and I never hurt 

nobody," did the evaluators not address the fact 

that this is in direct contrast to his talking about 

getting in fights at school and in the community 

since he was a little kid and about the charge where 

he had -- or the incident where he admits stomping 

on somebody's head, but, for whatever reason, was 

not charged with it? 

A It does not. 

Q Did you also note that he said he had friends 

who were shot and three cousins murdered and his 

best friend is in jail for a double homicide? 

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Did anyone confirm that information? 

A According to the evaluation, no. 

Q When it says he was not involved in gangs, but 

then DJJ had to have been aware that one of his 

incidents while he was detained was for having 

gang-affiliated contraband, in his case, a red flag, 

did anyone go back and do an addendum based on that? 
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A No, ma'am. 

Q I'm going to show you what's been marked as 

State's Exhibit 3.  Now, these are in reverse order, 

so there's the most recent first.  Can you tell us 

what that is? 

A So these are DJJ event reports and negative 

behavior reports.

MS. FOX:  All right.  I'm going to ask that 

these be entered into evidence as State's Exhibit 3.  

THE COURT:  Any objection?  

MR. RIGNEY:  No objection. 

THE COURT:  All right.  State's Number 3 

without objection.   

(State's Exhibit Number 3, DJJ Event Report, 

admitted into evidence.) 

BY MS. FOX:

Q Ms. Griffith, I don't want to belabor the 

point, but I do want to go over a few of these.  The 

-- I count that there are 22 total incidents of 

either disrespect, refusal to obey, or violent 

behavior.  There were some that were very minor, but 

my understanding is there were ten assaults, two 

threats, and then one major disturbance, which was 

the most recent incident; is that correct? 

A That's correct. 
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Q And my understanding was that he was a victim 

of an assault five times, two in the last two weeks? 

A That's correct. 

Q And this is from him saying that someone else 

had a hit out on him? 

A That's correct. 

Q He was detained on April the 26th; is that 

correct? 

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And he was positive for marijuana when he was 

detained? 

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q I believe he said in his evaluation he had only 

used one time? 

A That's correct. 

Q But I believe his mother said that she knew 

that the other guys were providing him with drugs 

while they were here? 

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q So just starting with the second day that he 

was there -- and I want to make note of the fact 

that in these reports, the entire juvenile's name is 

blocked out.  So there are many times that when it 

says youth blank and youth blank fought and youth 

blank fought back, it is very difficult to know 
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whether those are three different people or whether 

those are two different people? 

A Yes, ma'am, that's correct.  For 

confidentiality purposes, the names are redacted. 

Q All right.  So he and another kid count down 

three, two, one and start screaming and beating on 

the doors; is that correct? 

A That's correct. 

Q And then he says he didn't do it and then says 

he was asking for a tissue? 

A That's correct. 

Q So I understand that, at some point, his -- 

after that, his mother called and said that someone 

else threatened to stab him because he didn't give 

them food; is that right? 

A Yes, ma'am.  That was on May the 3rd of 2022. 

Q So after that, he -- my understanding is this 

-- and this caused a big hoopla, and I believe that 

Mr. Hickson was very helpful in this.  He told the 

JCOs, the juvenile correction officer, that somebody 

had a gun? 

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And they actually did find that gun at DJJ? 

A That's correct. 

Q On June the 23rd, he had said that Jerelle 
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threatened to shank him because he was not paying 

rent.  Is this a term that comes up more than once, 

the idea of paying rent? 

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Do you know what that means? 

A I do not. 

Q Did he get a negative report for that? 

A No negative report. 

Q Then just very briefly go down.  On July the 

3rd, he and another kid assault a third boy.  On 

July the 8th, he punched a kid that he was actually 

giving food to several times.  And then on July the 

11th, a kid, and I don't know whether this is the 

same kid or not, punched him and he said that the 

kid was trying to take his food and for telling on 

him about the gun, which was actually two months 

earlier; is that correct? 

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q On September the 5th, he cursed the JCO, called 

her sir and a dike and made a rap about her that the 

other kids were joining in on and then refused to go 

in his room and challenged the JCO several times to 

make him? 

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q I believe he had a vape pen and a rubber glove 
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under his testicles and a charger cord on his bed 

and had actually asked a JCO for a charger to charge 

it? 

A That's correct. 

Q Is that -- did anyone not find that odd that he 

was asking a JCO for a charger for his vape pen? 

A Unfortunately, I don't work in the detention 

center. 

Q All right.  Sorry, that was probably a 

rhetorical question.  

On October the 27th, he's got a negative report 

for assault and battery for being part of a group 

that charged into another unit.  On November the 

6th, a kid caused a ruckus saying he had been beaten 

up for refusing to pay rent and because he didn't 

want to join the 150th Gang that he said that 

Jerelle was a part of.  Do you know anything about 

this 150 Gang? 

A I'm not familiar. 

Q On November the 7th, a kid started throwing his 

fists at Jerelle who was sitting with another kid.  

Both Jerelle and that boy got up and started 

assaulting the first kid.  Another kid got up to 

defend Jerelle, but the others held him back.  And 

then the JCO stopped the fight between Jerelle and 
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-- and, again, I don't know who -- which it was, I'm 

assuming it was the first kid.  At that point, did 

the -- was there a call from the mother saying that 

Jerelle told her he had been assaulted by three 

unknown kids because he refused to give up snacks or 

food and didn't want to assault the white kids like 

they had done the day before? 

A Yes, there was a call made. 

Q Was it your information that there were three 

kids who assaulted the juvenile or that it was one? 

A If I may look at the official report. 

It's my understanding that it was one unknown 

male. 

Q And on November the 19th, so about 12 days 

after this, he was punched by another kid.  He did 

not fight back.  He just put him in a bear hug.  But 

then a week later, he punched and kicked, and, 

again, I don't know whether it was that kid or a 

different kid, and another kid joined in the assault 

and they refused to stop for the JCO? 

A That's correct. 

Q On November the 30th, did he refuse to go in 

the room on early curfew, became irate and then 

walked up to another kid and punched him repeatedly? 

A Yes, ma'am. 
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Q And was there a negative report done for that? 

A There was not. 

Q On November the 7th, so this is one per week, 

he and another juvenile assaulted a third boy, did 

not stop for the JCO until others arrived.  A week 

after that, it looks like one boy hit another boy.  

And it's, again, not clear whether that kid hit back 

or whether two more boys started fighting, but then 

Jerelle punched one of these kids and then Jerelle 

and three others started attacking him.  Was there a 

negative report for that? 

A For the -- 

Q For the one on November 14th.  

A November 14th?  

Q Sorry.  December 14th.  

A There was not. 

Q Nor was there one on November the 16th when one 

kid hit another kid who pushed the first kid to the 

floor and then Jerelle and two others assaulted him? 

A For November or December?  

Q That's December the 16th, so two days after 

that.  

A There was a negative report for December 16th. 

Q For the 16th.  I'm sorry.  I had that wrong.  

On the 2nd of February, that is when he was 
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assaulted by three kids, and when separated, another 

kid tried to go back after him? 

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q All right.  And then that same day is that the 

day that he gave the JCO, the sergeants, and 

actually went to talk to two different captains 

saying that a staff member put a hit on him? 

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And he said that's why he got jumped the day 

before? 

A That's correct. 

Q Okay.  And did he say that they said that he 

was trying to jump somebody else? 

A That's correct. 

Q Was there any reason to believe that that was 

not true? 

A I have no reason to believe that. 

Q On February the 8th, I believe that's when he 

was in possession of the red flag, but I noticed 

that there was an event report from later that day 

when a kid on another wing told the JCO he needed to 

check on Jerelle because he had been jumped days 

before by the whole wing.  Now, that was December -- 

February the 8th.  I'm assuming that this is 

referring to February the 2nd when he was assaulted 
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by three kids, because there isn't any other event 

report in between that.  Would that be safe to 

assume?  

A (Witness reviewing document.)

Q This is February the 8th.  There should be two 

from that day.  

A And what was your question?  

Q That when one kid asked the JCO to check in on 

Jerelle because, said he'd been jumped by the whole 

wing, this is when Jerelle said he had been shanked 

in the shoulder, did he mention being injured when 

he was first assaulted? 

A He did not. 

Q Did he mention that he had been injured when he 

sent -- gave a letter saying that a staff member put 

a hit out on him? 

A He did not. 

Q On the 17th, so nine days after that, my 

understanding, there was a new kid who came in at 

about 20 minutes after he had been to intake and 

laid down to sleep, Jerelle attacked him? 

A That's correct. 

Q Also said he was yelling and -- there was a 

negative report for that that said he was yelling, 

refusing to go to his room, and checked this off as 
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fighting with injury, so I'm guessing the victim was 

injured, and gang activity slash unauthorized group 

activity? 

A That's correct. 

Q You don't have anymore details about that? 

A I do not. 

Q On the 21st, a JCO said that he and another kid 

told her not to come to work on Echo unit Friday 

because they or others were planning to, quote, turn 

up.  And she heard one of them tell a new kid that 

if he didn't jump in and fight, they'd all jump him.  

After that, were there incidents where one wing went 

and assaulted kids on another wing? 

A There was. 

Q And was Jerelle a victim in that assault? 

A So it looks like Jerelle was a victim on...  

Q Are you referring to March the 7th and March 

the 10th? 

A I am. 

Q Okay.  So on March the 7th, that's when 

one unit ran onto another unit, but not the units 

that Jerelle had been speaking about before, these 

are different units? 

A Uh-huh. 

Q And he was -- this is when he said there was a 
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hit put on him by another kid.  And then three days 

later, he was assaulted by one kid and then another? 

A That's correct. 

Q And was actually taken to the ER for injury to 

his teeth and his jaw? 

A That's correct. 

Q All right.  And yet five days after that, the 

last incident we have, which is what I was calling a 

major disturbance, he was part of a group who took 

the JCO's radio.  He and two others were sending 

messages so that others in the unit could hear him, 

and they blocked the view to the units with 

mattresses at his and another kid's directions? 

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And it's my understanding the kids were 

beating tables and doors and put their sleeping 

boats against the window.  Can you explain what that 

is? 

A So kids are given a mattress and a -- what's 

called a boat to sleep in.  So generally speaking, 

that's if there's not enough of designated beds.  

But those are two separate things.  So they come 

apart.  So based on the event report, he used the 

hard part of the bed to put that in front of the 

door so that the JCOs could not see in on what was 
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going on. 

Q And did the JCO make a note or did the report 

to make a note that the behavior on the unit has 

gotten worse since he, and I'm guessing it's this 

other kid, have been there just in the few days that 

they were moved to Bravo unit?  

A That's correct. 

Q And I'm assuming Mr. Hickson knew his court 

date and has known his court date was today for many 

months; is that correct? 

A That's my understanding, yes. 

Q Did anyone -- and I'm now going to go back to 

the evaluation on page 13 and 14.  Did anyone at DJJ 

consider talking to the detectives about how they 

perceived him based on their numerous years of 

experience in how mature and street smart he 

appeared to be when they talked to him or watched 

the Ring camera to see his attitude after the 

shooting? 

A As I mentioned, I'm not the evaluator.  It 

appears from the evaluation that the evaluator did 

not go back or talk to the detectives or anything of 

that sort since completing the evaluation. 

Q Was it your understanding that Mr. Hickson did 

have counseling at some point, but it was not 
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continued after he reached a certain age? 

A Yes.  He received services through Pee Dee 

Mental Health. 

Q I'd like to talk to you about -- this is the 

last thing.  I'd like to talk to you about what 

happens if he is waived versus not being waived.  My 

understanding is that his guidelines are 36 to 54 

months, which is three to four-and-a-half years, 

that you cannot get more than 54 months no matter 

what the crime is, no matter what your record is? 

A That's correct. 

Q Which would be, for him, he would not -- he 

would not end up staying until his 22nd birthday? 

A Based on his current age, yes. 

Q So even if the Court's order says DJJ until 

your 22nd birthday, DJJ actually determines how long 

he is incarcerated and it cannot be until 22 in his 

case? 

A That's correct. 

Q My understanding, that 36 months would be 

May 2025, so he would be 20 and a half, and that the 

longest he could stay would be November 2026, which 

he would've just turned 21? 

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q But he could be released before then.  My 
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understanding is that he is entitled to periodic 

reviews.  And the information that you've given, and 

I'm not sure whether this is his first review or the 

first review that he's entitled to be present in, 

would be January of 2024, so he would be 18 and 

3 months old, and his second would be October of 

2024 when he would be 19; is that correct? 

A That's correct. 

Q And my understanding is that DJJ says parole 

would be 24 months, but that would actually only be 

if he were released before the 36 months that DJJ 

says is the minimum sentence because he can't be on 

parole past 22? 

A That's correct. 

Q So the longest DJJ could ever have any 

supervision of him would be October of 2027 when he 

would turn 22? 

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q All right.  It's also my understanding that DJJ 

determines whether he serves his time at DJJ or at 

an alternative placement, which is not secure?

A That's correct. 

Q And I understand that DJJ may now say that his 

charges may not be appropriate to be served at a 

nonsecure facility; however, he can be reassessed at 
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a later date without any input from the court or 

victims or the State or his -- or anyone else to 

determine if, at that point, he is eligible to be 

moved to alternative placement at that time? 

A That's correct. 

Q And I understand that's based on his charges, 

his diagnosis and his behavior, and that if he 

doesn't do well in alternative placement, they can 

return him to finish his time at DJJ, correct? 

A Correct. 

Q However, if he violates what would normally be 

considered probation, if we put somebody in 

alternative placement and they're on probation and 

they violate, we can have them charged with a 

violation of probation, but that wouldn't happen if 

he got in trouble in alternative placement because 

he would be serving his indeterminate commitment in 

an alternative placement?  

A That's correct. 

Q So there wouldn't be anything that anyone could 

do other than just sending him back to where I 

believe everybody assumed he would have been in to 

begin with? 

A That's correct. 

Q And if he serves his time at DJJ, he is 
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eligible to be transferred to SCDC at 18, but DJJ 

can choose to continue to house him until he's 19? 

A Yes.  We would only house him if his behavior 

warrants, if he's doing what he needs to and there 

are no behavioral issues. 

Q If he is not waived, once he is released, isn't 

it true that any follow-up on him ends completely?  

Once parole is done with him, no one can have any 

other supervision of him? 

A That's correct.

Q So there would be no restraining order from the 

victims, no supervision, nothing? 

A That's right. 

Q Even if he were on parole, it can only be for 

however much time he has left until he's 22.  And it 

would be up to the parole board to file a parole 

violation if he violated? 

A That's correct. 

Q My understanding is he would also be allowed to 

legally purchase a gun because he would not have any 

criminal convictions.  And this would also not count 

as a strike against him in adult court? 

A That's correct. 

Q But in adult court, murder's considered most 

serious and one of two strikes.  And once he 
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completes his sentence, no one would know -- would 

have any authority to have anything to do with him.  

He would be finished with his sentence and that 

would be the end of it? 

A If he was in juvenile court, yes. 

Q Yes.  Okay.  

Now, if he is waived up, isn't it true that he 

still stays at DJJ until he is 19 if he is doing 

well before being transferred to SCDC?

A If he is waived up, he would go to the county 

jail. 

Q But if he is -- upon his sentence, he could 

still receive services from DJJ depending on his 

age? 

A No.  He -- he's 17 years old.  He would be 

general sessions, so he -- 

Q So now that he is -- now because he is 17 and a 

half -- 

A He would be housed at the county jail. 

Q Okay.  Does -- in the evaluation, has DJJ ever 

talked to the victims in a case or the detectives in 

a case to get any version other than the juvenile 

and his family's version? 

A I cannot speak to that.  I am not the 

caseworker assigned to this case.  I was not the 
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evaluator, so I cannot answer that 100 percent.  If 

you're asking in general, yes, we have, in general, 

talked to victims and detectives. 

Q In this case, did that happen?  

A To my knowledge, no. 

MS. FOX:  Thank you.  I don't have anymore 

questions.  If you'd answer any questions Mr. Rigney 

has. 

THE COURT:  Cross-examination?  

MR. RIGNEY:  Thank you, Your Honor.  

CROSS-EXAMINATION 

BY MR. RIGNEY:

Q With the school violations, his actions that he 

did in school, do you know what consequences could 

have been imposed on him by the school for the 

things that he has done that you talked about? 

A I can only answer as to what is in those school 

records that were imposed. 

Q And were consequences imposed on him? 

A They were. 

Q And what were the consequences that he 

experienced? 

A So for the 2018-2019 school year, there were 

conferences.  He was suspended from the bus.  He had 

detention, suspensions.  They did behavioral 
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interventions with him, more suspensions.  They have 

called to his parents.  He had a suspension hearing, 

letter to parent, and then another behavioral 

intervention. 

Q Do you know if he was the only student in 

school that had actions like that taken against him? 

A I don't know that for certain, but I would 

assume that other kids in the school who are getting 

in trouble are also having the same types of 

consequences imposed. 

Q Okay.  With DJJ, what disciplinary actions 

could they take against him for the conduct that 

he's allegedly involved in? 

A So in reviewing the event reports, once again, 

I don't work at the detention center, so I'm not a 

part of the team that deals with negative behavior, 

on some of the negative behavior reports, it 

indicates that he was placed on split and early 

curfew for his behaviors.  I don't know exactly what 

that means, but there were consequences imposed.  

If I may dig through these.  I'm sorry.  

For an incident that happened on October the 

27th, the entire unit was placed on lockdown for 

security purposes because of the incidents.  Youth 

was placed on early curfew.  
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Q What would you say is the most severe 

consequence that he could have had imposed on him? 

A As I mentioned, I don't work in the detention 

center, so I don't know what all their consequences 

are, but I would say probably being placed in 

lockup.  So he would be taken and put away from any 

other kids on the unit, so he's, you know, placed by 

himself out of harm's way from anyone else. 

Q And you know, from just reading the records 

involving him, that other juveniles were involved in 

inappropriate conduct as well? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And they were probably disciplined in a manner 

similar to what happened to him? 

A I don't have those records to know. 

MR. RIGNEY:  No more questions, Judge. 

THE COURT:  Thank you.

Redirect?  Any redirect?  

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MS. FOX:

Q Just one thing.  When you talked about 

different consequences, wasn't he moved several 

times to different units? 

A He was. 

MS. FOX:  That's all. 
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THE COURT:  You may return to your seat. 

MS. FOX:  Your Honor, that's all the State has. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Rigney, anything 

you'd like to present?  

MR. RIGNEY:  I don't have any witnesses, Your 

Honor, but I would like to talk a bit about the 

waiver report. 

THE COURT:  All right. 

MR. RIGNEY:  We're not arguing about competency 

today.  We received the report from the competency 

evaluator and we believe that she found him to be 

competent, the two people who examined him did, and 

so we're not talking about that.  

Now, the competency evaluation and the waiver 

evaluation are very different items.  And I would 

like to emphasize to the Court that questions might 

have been different in those two evaluations, trying 

to get to the same information, but the questions 

may have gone different because of the nature of the 

evaluation.  

So the different -- different aspects of what's 

going on are examined in those evaluations, and so I 

would not like to consider and not like for you to 

consider the competency evaluation, the aspects of 

that which somewhat seem to contradict things in the 
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waiver evaluation, outside the context of the 

competency evaluation, if that's possible.  So they 

are very separate things.  And I just want to make 

you aware that I believe that that's something that 

we should take into consideration.  

The waiver evaluator on page two of the report 

has listed the sources of her information at the 

bottom of the page.  And there's some mention about 

some of the things that she may not have done, but 

she did, I believe, a thorough investigation of what 

was going on with the competence -- with the waiver 

aspect of this case.  And so she listed, again, the 

places where they are.  

Now, what I'd like to talk about at the moment 

is the Kent case and the eight factors in 

conjunction with the waiver report and go through 

them one factor at a time.  The first one is the 

seriousness of the event of the offense and the 

protection of the community.  And I don't think 

there's any way to argue that gunshots in the open, 

in a highly populated place is not serious.  There's 

no question that's serious.  

There is -- apparently, there's no evidence 

that any of that was planned, because we've heard 

from the detective, sergeant -- or it's Sergeant 
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White that there's no indication that anything prior 

to what happened that night had given rise to that.  

And as to factor number two, it is also 

involved in that premeditation part.  And, also, I 

think we cannot argue that gunfire is not violent or 

aggressive, but I think we can, again, indicate that 

it's not premeditated in this particular instance.  

The factor number three deals with whether the 

offenses were against people or property.  And, in 

this case, it clearly happened against both, so 

there's no question there.  

The probable cause, to me, there's some 

question involved in that because of the manner in 

which Jerelle was identified as a potential witness.  

We had the video and we couldn't identify him that 

way.  Other people testified, and perhaps at least 

one of those may have changed his story along the 

way.  We'll find that out more at a future date, I'm 

sure, no matter which direction this hearing today 

goes.  

I think a grand jury indictment is probably 

likely in this case.  I don't think we can avoid 

that.  

But it is -- it's worthy of note, I think, that 

he was not immediately arrested.  He wasn't arrested 
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as soon as any of the other people is my 

understanding.  He was the last one arrested.  So, 

at some point, at least, there's some question as to 

whether he was truly involved.  

The fifth factor is keeping this all in one 

court.  And the co-defendants, I believe there is 

one adult co-defendant in this case -- two adult 

co-defendants?  

MS. FOX:  There's one other shooter.  And then 

the other person who drove away in the car and took 

the stickers off, he's an adult.

MR. RIGNEY:  So with this -- this particular 

thing, I'm a little bit troubled by the fact that it 

seems like at least one of the co-defendants may 

have identified Jerelle as a person involved in 

this, and that would give us, I believe, a Bruton 

issue as to a nontestifying co-defendant, possibly.  

So I think that may be a factor to consider when 

you're thinking about whether or not to waive this 

case.  So it might be desirable to get it all done 

in one case, but given the circumstances in this 

particular case, it might not turn out that way 

anyway no matter what our intentions are.  

The sixth factor is the one that troubles me 

the most.  And Dr. Woody, the evaluator, I think is 
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probably -- was troubled by that also.  This is 

about sophistication and maturity.  

So I think that all the things that Jerelle did 

in school, all the trouble he got in in school and 

since he's been incarcerated at DJJ, I think all of 

those are indication of his lack of maturity, 

because little boys fight.  He said he likes 

fighting.  I don't think he's grown up and gotten 

away from the point where he understands that 

fighting is violence.  In fact, somewhere in the 

interview, he said he would rather fight it out 

rather than do something violent.  I think that's 

important to note that he is very much a child when 

it comes to those things because he likes to fight 

like little boys do.  

His punishments, according to the waiver 

report, also indicated a lack of maturity, I think, 

because, on page five of the report, Mom says that 

she punishes him by taking away video games and 

having him stand in the corner with a Bible on his 

head.  I think that's the way you handle a younger 

person, a person who's not very mature.  And if he 

were more mature, there would be different types of 

conduct which you could impose on him to punish him, 

but this particular case, I think this indicates 
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lack of maturity.  

And his -- his school, the grades, learning 

disability, behavioral issues at school is on page 

six of the evaluation report.  He can barely read, 

according to his mom.  All of these things indicate 

a lack of sophistication.  And these are the things 

that are pointed out by the -- Dr. Woody in her 

report.  

Another one that's troubling is when it comes 

to sexual activity.  He doesn't take any -- he takes 

no action to be safe to protect himself or anyone 

else.  He just repeatedly had sex all over the 

place, apparently, based on what we were told.  And 

I think that indicates a lack of maturity and 

sophistication.  

Dr. Woody says, on page nine, that he's not an 

abstract thinker, he's a concrete thinker.  And he 

doesn't consider the consequences of his actions.  

That too shows a lack of maturity.  

In the testing, because of his poor verbal 

skills and limited funds of knowledge, Dr. Woody, on 

page 10 and 11, indicated that she had actually read 

the questions to him instead of letting him read 

them and answer them as might be done in the normal 

circumstance.  

82



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

76

The test that she gave him indicated that he 

had a very low IQ.  And that is on page 10 and 11, I 

believe.  And on page 12, Dr. Woody says that her 

evaluation correlates his IEP and his history of 

special education.  That is based on what her 

evaluation was.  

Now, the RTSI {sic}, on page 12, is the 

Risk-Sophistication-Treatment Inventory, this is 

given as a test to assess juveniles in three areas:  

one is risk for dangerousness, one is 

sophistication-maturity, and the third is treatment 

amenability.  

Now, in terms of dangerousness, Dr. Woody found 

that he -- Jerelle is overall in a low range of 

dangerousness.  Prior to this incident, he's not had 

any involvement with the juvenile system or the 

court system.  His violent and aggressiveness -- 

violence and aggressiveness, according to the 

results of her study in the RTSI -- RSTI, I'm sorry, 

he's in the middle range there.  And the planned and 

extensive criminality is in the low range, which is 

below average.  And overall, again, low range for 

risk for dangerousness.  

She found under this same assessment that his 

sophistication and maturity was below average for 
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those compared to his age group.  And this is still 

on page 12 and 13.  And the treatment amenability is 

in the middle range.  

And she also indicated that he is willing.  He 

is interested in trying to seek the help that he 

needs, for example, for the ADHD problem that he 

has.  And according to her, he should be having 

that.  

The seventh factor on the list is the prior 

record.  In his case, there's no prior record, which 

is certainly an indication in favor of Jerelle.  

The eighth factor on the list deals with the 

prospects for adequate protection of the public, the 

likelihood of reasonable rehabilitation of the child 

using the family court services.  And in this area, 

Dr. Woody believes -- Dr. Woody has indicated that 

with the treatment for the ADHD and with the other 

treatment that he can get through the family court, 

and she indicates again, once again, in this area, 

that the ADHD diagnosis is something she has 

concurred with based on her examination, with those 

things, she believes that he can have a chance for 

rehabilitation, but he needs the treatment in order 

to do that.  

And the likelihood of a reasonable 
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rehabilitation, she indicates there's both positive 

and negative factors involved in Jerelle's case.  

One of the negatives is that he doesn't seem to have 

any empathy or insight, but she also indicates that 

that may be related to his cognitive deficits and 

his lack of -- and his concrete-style thinking 

rather than abstract thinking.  And, again, he needs 

treatment for the ADHD in order to help out with 

these things.  

Positive factors is lack of prior history, 

family involvement, and his willingness to get help.  

Now, behind me here today are a lot of family 

members who really want to see him be able to get 

out and improve his life, make this a one-time 

occurrence.  

As to the adequate protection of the public, 

for that factor number eight, if he is retained or 

detained with DJJ, then during that time, the public 

would certainly be adequately protected.  And if 

he's probated, then DJJ can provide after services.  

If he's released, his mother can and will take care 

of him and put him on the right path.  

Overall, Your Honor, he is a young man.  He 

needs medical treatment.  He doesn't need to be in a 

detention center with adults.  He is a very slight 
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young man.  He's barely five feet tall.  And he's 

not -- he's not big enough that he should be hanging 

out with guys who are much older, bigger, rougher, 

and more versed in the ways of the criminal world.  

He understands right now that his life has been 

going in the wrong direction.  He has, for the last 

11 months, experienced punishment by being detained.  

And he realizes that he's got to correct that in 

order to move on with his life in the direction that 

he would be proud of.  So I would respectfully ask 

the Court to retain jurisdiction. 

THE COURT:  Thank you, Mr. Rigney. 

MR. RIGNEY:  Thank you, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Yes, ma'am. 

MS. FOX:  Your Honor, I don't see the need to 

go through the Kent factors that Mr. Rigney has gone 

through.  And I absolutely agree with a number of 

the things that he has talked about with the 

seriousness and the -- all of the rest of it.  

When he talks about this was not premeditated, 

he didn't have to have a gun that night.  He didn't 

have to arm himself.  

The probable cause, it wasn't just the issue 

with ID.  They didn't know who that person was, but 

once they had the -- I mean, how often are we going 
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to have, here's a picture of somebody before the 

crime, here's a picture of them after the crime, 

they're wearing the same thing as the person in the 

crime is wearing?  There just doesn't seem to be any 

question of his involvement, according to other 

people who were not also charged.  

I think the issue may come down to the issue of 

sophistication and maturity.  I think that the 

statement that little boys like fighting, it 

discounts the nature of what he has been involved 

in.  His fighting includes extreme violence like 

stomping on someone's head and now this shooting.  I 

think that a good point would be that he has been on 

both sides of the gun because he himself has been 

shot and he did not learn from that.  

I think the idea of sophistication and what 

Mr. Rigney sees as lack of sophistication, I see as 

a lack of empathy or concern of others.  I mean, how 

else would you explain his unconcern about someone 

who he chooses to keep hitting even though he's on 

the ground, the shooting into a crowded parking lot 

without any thought about who he might hit and the 

innocent victims that he had hit?  

I think the whole idea of these risk scores are 

just meaningless because they say, "up until -- or 
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how violent was he at the point that this crime 

happened?  Well, we're not going to include this 

crime."  But they also don't include the numerous 

assaults that he was involved with at DJJ while 

awaiting this.  I don't know how much we can rely on 

lack of sophistication not to treat someone who 

commits an adult crime as an adult.  

I understand he has no prior criminal record, 

but he did disclose things that he could have been 

charged for and wasn't.  If he had been charged for 

every one of these assaults that occurred or assault 

and battery by a mob, because there were a number of 

them that were more than one person assaulting a 

victim, then we wouldn't be able to say this, but 

because they happened while he was awaiting court on 

the most serious charge you can, I understand why 

Columbia did not file charges on him there.  

I believe that -- and the issue about his size, 

I hope you recall what the detective said about how 

odd it was that none of these other, and they were 

17, 18, 19, 15 and one was 22, did not want to say 

Jerelle's name, did not want to include him in the 

group that was already there, even though he had 

left.  He -- after this crime happened and after the 

incident at the apartment complex, he left.  The 
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issue of size, size doesn't matter when you're 

holding a gun.  

And I am concerned about the fact that since 

there have not been any attempts to get services, 

because the school tried and mental health tried, 

but they did not choose to follow up on that, 

knowing that he was coming to court and continuing 

this violent behavior is, I believe, one of the best 

indications of what future behavior is going to be.  

He is now 17 and a half years old.  I don't 

know how much more that we could do for him.  So, 

Your Honor, I'd ask the Court to consider the 

State's request to waive him up on these charges, 

which are the most serious charges that a person 

could have regardless of age. 

THE COURT:  Thank you. 

MS. FOX:  Your Honor, at the appropriate time, 

I believe a member of the victim's family would like 

to speak briefly and a member of the defendant's 

family would like to speak briefly. 

THE COURT:  All right.  I'll allow that now.

I'm going to swear you in real quick.  If 

you'll raise your right hand.

****

 **** 

89



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

83

EUNIQUA JONES,

having been duly sworn, testified as follows: 

JEFF HARRIS,

having been duly sworn, testified as follows: 

MS. JONES:  My name is Euniqua Jones.  I'm 26.  

I was the older sister of the victim, Dy’Quavyon 

Dickens.  

MR. HARRIS:  My name is Pastor Jeff Harris.  

And I'm his pastor and his grandfather. 

MS. JONES:  On behalf of our family, I would 

like to first state that a lack of maturity does not 

excuse a lack of morals, a lack of knowing right 

from wrong.  I do indeed believe that he is just as 

competent as the evaluation cleared him to be.  I do 

believe that he should be moved up to general 

sessions.  

As she said, these actions were that of an 

adult, not that of a juvenile.  This was not a 

school lunch fight.  This was not a brawl in a 

parking lot.  My brother lost his life.  He had 

nothing to do with the issue.  He had nothing to do 

with any conflict.  He was there for a few hours.  

He had just left us from graduation photos.  We were 

preparing for graduation, myself from college, 

himself from high school.  There was no way of 
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knowing that he would not return home from this 

short trip.  And so I do indeed believe that it 

would be best to move this up to general session. 

THE COURT:  Thank you.  

MR. HARRIS:  Yes, ma'am, Your Honor.  I just 

want to say this, is that we're not talking about a 

car being stolen or a candy bar.  We're talking 

about a human life.  And we're talking about 

shooting at a crowd of people, 30 or more people.  

And I often think if it was one of anybody else's 

children that was there -- I don't know the 

defendant.  I don't know his family.  And I always 

-- I'm against violence and I teach that.  Quay 

didn't have anything violent about him.  The only 

thing he was doing was taking a little break from 

school, spring break, and he didn't know anything 

else.  

And our family mourns today.  I had to bury 

him.  I did two celebrations, bury him.  And I have 

buried a couple young people.  So what I want to say 

is that it should be moved up to general sessions. 

THE COURT:  Thank you.  Thank you very much and 

sorry for your loss. 

MR. HARRIS:  Thank you.

THE COURT:  Who would you like to speak?  
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MR. RIGNEY:  I just have a brief statement to 

read on behalf of the parents.  

First of all, they want to say they're sorry 

for what happened.  They're sorry for the loss of 

the child.  And -- this is directly from 

Ms. Hickson, the mother, and -- Jerelle's mother.  

I'm getting the names mixed up.  But she has not 

been resting well herself.  And she cannot imagine 

the pain that they're going through with having lost 

a child.  

She wants to take full accountability that this 

matter stays in this court and he is determined to 

be able to go through the juvenile system rather 

than general sessions.  She wants to take full 

responsibility for making sure that he will behave 

properly, and she will be responsible for any of his 

actions.  

Over the 11 months that he's been gone, he has 

needed medical treatment.  That's one of her primary 

concerns to keep him here so he can get proper 

medical treatment.  And she just wants the Court to 

know she will take whatever actions necessary, if 

he's retained in this court, to make sure that he 

doesn't get in trouble.  Thank you, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Thank you very much.  
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I am going to take this matter under 

advisement.  I will let you know by the end of the 

week. 

MR. RIGNEY:  Thank you, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Thank you very much.

END OF PROCEEDINGS
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                 C E R T I F I C A T E

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF HORRY

I, the undersigned, Stacy S. Eddings, Official 

Court Reporter for the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit of 

the State of South Carolina, do hereby certify that 

the foregoing is a true, accurate and complete 

transcript of record of all the proceedings had and 

the evidence introduced in the trial of the 

captioned cause, relative to appeal in the Family 

Court for Horry County, South Carolina, on the 21st 

of March, 2023.

I do further certify that I am neither of kin, 

counsel, nor interest to any party hereto.

 

                                September 9, 2025

                               s/Stacy S.  Eddings 

                              Stacy S. Eddings, RPR 
                             Official Court Reporter
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MR. LEASURE:  Thank you.  No further questions. 

THE COURT:  All right.  You may step down.

All right.  Any other witnesses from the State?  

MR. LEASURE:  No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Mr. Rigney, anything you want to present?  

MOTIONS/MATTERS OF LAW

MR. RIGNEY:  We have some statements, a variety of things 

here, Your Honor, that the State is aware of because they 

prosecuted the case through the juvenile waiver hearing.  And 

what I have is an Individualized Education Plan that states 

that he has a specific learning disability.  He is in special 

education because of that.  And he has a reading level of zero 

percent.  

And, as I said, the State has prosecuted these throughout 

the -- from the juvenile waiver hearing, and the waiver 

hearing Order -- this is from Judge Frazier -- she had 

indicated that his intellectual testing revealed that he 

tested extremely low average.  This is from the Court Order 

from the family court.

And then we have a pre-adjudicatory transfer waiver 

evaluation, which indicates that the person who conducted this 

evaluation says that Jerelle was unable to recount various 

things that she had asked him, including his crimes that he's 

charged with.

So I would like to submit these as exhibits. 
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THE COURT:  All right.  Let's get them identified. 

MS. LIVESAY:  I have an objection, Your Honor.  And 

here's what my objection is.  I have actually been present for 

a waiver hearing, and as you know, at a waiver hearing, the 

people that do the evaluation are subject to cross-examination 

and that's because, nine times out of ten, the person that 

ultimately does the evaluation and the report ends up going 

off what the defendant says.

My issue is that we're not able to cross-examine any of 

the people that have come up with this evaluation.  And, 

ultimately -- ultimately, just like Mr. Rigney told you, in 

looking at that, Judge Frazier decided that it was appropriate 

to waive him up. 

THE COURT:  Well, I mean, there's two standards.  What's 

before me is whether or not this statement was given freely 

and voluntarily with full knowledge of all of his rights.  And 

one thing I do have to take into account is his educational 

level and intellect. 

MS. LIVESAY:  I think so, too, but I think we have a 

right to cross-examine that person from the school that made 

that evaluation. 

THE COURT:  Well, that's my question.  At a Jackson v. 

Denno hearing, does he need to call that person as a witness 

for Jackson v. Denno or can he submit the report that -- 

Where did you get the report?  
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MR. RIGNEY:  These are from the family court.  One of 

them is an Order from the judge.  The other is a 

pre-adjudicatory hearing. 

THE COURT:  Yeah, but where did you get that from?  

MR. RIGNEY:  These are from the Court. 

THE COURT:  Out of the file?  From the judge?  From the 

bailiff?  

MR. RIGNEY:  This is a clock-stamped --

THE COURT:  How did they come into your possession?  

MR. RIGNEY:  I represented him at the juvenile hearing. 

THE COURT:  Okay. 

MR. RIGNEY:  And this is an Order. 

THE COURT:  All right. 

MR. RIGNEY:  And this is the waiver evaluation. 

THE COURT:  That was presented during the hearing?  

MR. RIGNEY:  During the hearing.  

And this is the Individualized Education Plan presented 

during the hearing.  The State had plenty of opportunity at 

that hearing to cross-examine any of these things that were 

there. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Well, let's go ahead and get them 

marked.  I'm going to allow them into evidence over the 

State's objection due to the fact that the State was present 

at the waiver hearing, even though there was a different 

purpose for the waiver hearing versus this Jackson v. Denno 
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hearing. 

MS. LIVESAY:  I understand. 

THE COURT:  Let's go ahead and how do you -- how are you 

going to mark them?  Which is going to be marked what?  

MR. RIGNEY:  The Individualized Education Plan would be 

our first exhibit. 

THE COURT:  So that would be Defendant's Exhibit 1. 

MR. RIGNEY:  The waiver hearing Order be numbered Defense 

Exhibit 2.  

And the pre-adjudicatory transfer waiver evaluation will 

be Defense Exhibit 3.  

THE COURT:  All right.  Defendant's -- have you got those 

marked?

THE COURT STENOGRAPHER:  Not yet.

THE COURT:  Okay.  Hold for a second.

(Defendant's Exhibit No. 1, IEP Plan, was marked for 

identification and received into evidence.)

(Defendant's Exhibit No. 2, Waiver Hearing Order, was 

marked for identification and received into evidence.)

(Defendant's Exhibit No. 3, Pre-Adjudicatory Transfer 

Waiver Evaluation, was marked for identification and received 

into evidence.)

MR. RIGNEY:  And In Re: Williams, 217 S.E.2d 719 from 

1975, as you have already indicated, Your Honor, the totality 

of the circumstances in this situation is what the Court must 
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E X H I B I T S

(Exhibits on file in Clerk of Court's Office.)

State's Exhibit

No. Description ID. REC'D

1 Cardboard Box Containing (1-A) 

Shorts and (1-B) Tank Top

12 307

2 Six Scrapers 12 358
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4-ID iPhone Found in Tahoe 12 ---
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6 GLOCK 17 12 364

7 24-Round GLOCK Magazine 12 361

8-16 Group 60-68 Shell Casings 12 297

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

Group 70-79 Shell Casings

Group 70-79 Shell Casings 

Group 70-79 Shell Casings 

Group 70-79 Shell Casings 

Group 70-79 Shell Casings 

Group 70-79 Shell Casings 

Group 70-79 Shell Casings 

Group 70-79 Shell Casings 

Group 70-79 Shell Casings 

Group 70-79 Shell Casings 

12

12

12

12

12

12

12

12

12

12 

297

297

297

297

297

297

294

294

297

297

28

29

Group 80-87 Shell Casings

Group 80-87 Shell Casings 

12

12

291

293
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30

31

32

33

34

Group 80-87 Shell Casings 

Group 80-87 Shell Casings 

Group 80-87 Shell Casings 

Group 80-87 Shell Casings 

Group 80-87 Shell Casings 

12

12

12

12

12

297

297

292

291

292

35 Group 114 Shell Casing 13 358

36 Group 154/Group 155 Shell Casing 13 392
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Photos of Buick 

Photos of Buick 

Photos of Buick 
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Photos of Buick 
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75

75 

75 

110

110 

110 

110 

110 

110 

110 

110 
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55

56

57

58

59

60

Photos of Buick 

Photos of Buick 

Photos of Buick 

Photos of Buick 

Photos of Buick 

Photos of Buick 

75 

75 

75 

75 

75 

75 

110 

347 

110 

110 

110 

110 

61-ID Camera view of Events Parking lot 75 ---

62 RealTime crime footage video 75 161

63 Ring camera video 75 180

64 HCPD body cam video 75 187
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Photographs 

Photographs 

Photographs 

410

334

334

334

334

412

342

350

353

362
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208-ID PowerPoint of Photos 209-223 379 ---

209-223 Photographs 379 384

224-ID CSI George #1 Jeep Thumb Drive 379 ---

225-ID CSI George #2 Honda Thumb Drive 379 ---

226-ID CSI George #3 Gun Thumb Drive 380 ---

227-ID CSI George #4 Black Tahoe Thumb Dr  380 ---

228 Fragment 391 392

229-231 Ring photos 475 477

232 MUSC path report 519 520

233 Fletcher report 461 462
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Defendant Hickson's Exhibits

No. Description ID.

1-JH Photograph 230

2-JH Photograph 230

3-JH Photograph 230

4-JH Photograph 230

Court's Exhibits

No. Description ID.

1 Jury Note/Question 635
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P R O C E E D I N G S

(The following proceedings started at 10:07 a.m.:)

(General Jury Qualifications were conducted by 

Judge Kelly.)  

(State's Exhibit No. 1, Cardboard Box containing (1-A) 

Green Shorts and (1-B) Green Tanktop, was marked for 

identification.)

(State's Exhibit No. 2, Six Scrapers, was marked for 

identification.)

(State's Exhibit No. 3, Black Ski Mask, was marked for 

identification.)

(State's Exhibit No. 4, iPhone Found in Tahoe, was marked 

for identification.)

(State's Exhibit No. 5, T.J.'s Phone, was marked for 

identification.) 

(State's Exhibit No. 6, GLOCK 17, was marked for 

identification.)

(State's Exhibit No. 7, 24-Round GLOCK Magazine, was 

marked for identification.)

(State's Exhibit No. 8 to 16, Group 60-68 Shell Casings, 

was marked for identification.)

(State's Exhibit No. 17 to 26, Group 70-79 Shell Casings, 

was marked for identification.)

(State's Exhibit No. 27 to 34, Group 80-87 Shell Casings, 

was marked for identification.)
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(State's Exhibit No. 35, Group 114 Shell Casing, was 

marked for identification.)

(State's Exhibit No. 36 to 37, Group 154/Group 155 Shell 

Casing, was marked for identification.)

(State's Exhibit No. 38, Projectile Fragment, was marked 

for identification.)

(State's Exhibit No. 39, Group 32 Shell Casing, was 

marked for identification.)

(State's Exhibit No. 40, Bullet Fragment, was marked for 

identification.) 

(The jury panel entered the courtroom at 11:44 p.m.)

(Counsel meets with the Court in chambers.)

(The judge entered the courtroom at 12:07 p.m.)

THE COURT:  Good morning, ladies and gentlemen.  My name 

is Judge Ben Culbertson.  I'm a Circuit Court judge here in 

the 15th Circuit.  And I, along with Judge Kelly, are 

presiding over terms of General Sessions Court, or what's 

commonly referred to as criminal court, for this week.

Now, I understand all of you have been qualified by Judge 

Kelly to serve as jurors for this term of General Sessions 

Court.  I have a series of questions to go over with you.  

We're getting ready to start a trial that I'll explain to you 

in a little while.  But I have some questions to go over with 

you which is referred to as voir dire questions.  That is to 

determine whether or not you're qualified to serve as jurors 
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on this specific case that we're getting ready to start, and 

it also gives the attorneys some additional information that 

assists them in the selection process.  

I don't know if Judge Kelly explained it to you or not, 

but witnesses -- I mean, jurors, just like witnesses, are 

constantly taking oaths.  So if I could get you to please 

stand -- if you're a member of the jury panel, stand and raise 

your right hand. 

(The jury panel was duly sworn.)  

THE COURT:  Thank you very much.  You may be seated now.

Is there any member of the jury panel that did not 

respond to the oath by saying, "I do"?  If so, please stand.  

(No response given.)

JURY VOIR DIRE

THE COURT:  Thank you very much, ladies and gentlemen.

Now, ladies and gentlemen, we're getting ready to start 

the trial of the case of the State of South Carolina versus 

Tai'Yuan Ja'Rel Jackson and Jerelle Hickson.  Now, Jerelle 

Hickson -- well, both of these defendants are charged with 

murder, and then, in addition to that, Tai'Yuan Ja'Rel Jackson 

is charged with possession of a weapon during the commission 

of a violent crime.  

The allegations in this case are that, on or about 

April 24th of 2022, the defendants shot and killed Dy'Quavyon 

-- D-y-Q-u-a-v-y-o-n -- Dixon (ph) Jones.  This occurred in a 
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witness, check the courtroom every time you come in, make sure 

that witness isn't in here until it's time for that witness to 

testify.  Okay?  

All right.  Anything else?  

MR. RIGNEY:  One more thing.  On Friday afternoon, this 

email -- it says it came -- it was sent at 5:25 p.m., and it 

is a State's witness that had previously testified or given a 

statement that's contrary to this particular statement that 

she apparently gave on Friday.  And I am moving to suppress 

that on the basis of the lack of timeliness of this and also 

because it appears to me that this violates the Supreme 

Court's General Sessions docket management order.  

And in Section (a)(2)(B) of that same order, on page 6 it 

says that the solicitor shall not list any case on the 

proposed trial docket in which the State -- and that's the 

solicitor and law enforcement -- has not complied with Rule 5 

and Brady at the time that the proposed docket is transmitted 

to the chief judge for administrative purposes and the clerk 

of court.  Communication between the solicitor and law 

enforcement, including SLED, and between the solicitor and 

defense counsel regarding discovery deficiencies is paramount.  

Earlier, in Section (a)(2)(A), the Court again said that 

timely and complete production and supplementation of 

discovery material in accordance with the rules is paramount.

So what I'm saying is that I believe that this should be 
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either suppressed or, if not, since we have had a lack of time 

to investigate this in any way, we believe that this would 

require a continuance of this case if it's not suppressed. 

THE COURT:  All right.  And who is the witness?  

MR. RIGNEY:  This witness is Nikera, N-i-k-e-r-a, 

McAlister.  And I have a copy of this, if I may hand it up. 

THE COURT:  You have what now?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  I have a copy of the email and the 

statement. 

THE COURT:  That's all right.  Nikera who?  

MR. RIGNEY:  McAlister. 

THE COURT:  All right. 

MR. RIGNEY:  M-c-A-l-l-i-s-t-e-r [sic].  

THE COURT:  All right.  What's the State's position?  

MS. LIVESAY:  The State's position is Rule 5 is pretty 

clear, and it's been long standing.  And what it says is 

information not subject to disclosure.  That includes -- that 

says, "This rule does not authorize the discovery or 

inspections of reports, memorandum, or other internal 

prosecution documents made by the attorney for the prosecution 

or other prosecution agents in connection with an 

investigation or prosecution of the case or of statements made 

by prosecution witnesses or prospective prosecution witnesses 

provided that, after a prosecution witness has testified on 

direct examination, the Court shall, on motion of the 
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defendant, order the prosecution to produce any statement of 

the witness in the prosecution -- of the prosecution which 

relates to the subject matter to which that individual has 

testified."

So, (A), Rule 5 is clear that we do not have to turn that 

over until after the witness testifies.  

Two, in that Court Order that Mr. Rigney is referring to, 

the Supreme Court clearly uses the word "discovery."  

Discovery is laid out under disclosure of evidence by the 

prosecution.  Discovery also includes (2), which is 

information not subject to disclosure.  It is clear -- it is 

in black and white -- that any statement made by the 

prosecution's witness we do not have to turn over until after 

that individual testifies.  We turned it over in advance.  We 

did one better than what the rule requires.

So it's stunning that the defense is asking for something 

to be suppressed when we did better than what the rule 

requires.  So under the rules, we did not have to turn it over 

until the lady testified.  We went ahead and turned it over 

three or four days before she testified.  So this is in no 

violation of Rule 5, and it's no violation of the Supreme 

Court's order.  

And just for the record, it is Rule 5, and it is going to 

be under subsection 2, information not subject to disclosure. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Anything in reply?  
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MR. RIGNEY:  I still think this is in violation of the 

Supreme Court's order, Your Honor.  They have specified that 

this should not be put on the trial docket until it's ready 

for trial.  If they're out investigating Friday before the 

trial, it sounds to me like it's not ready for trial. 

THE COURT:  All right.  I'm going to deny your motion.  

I'm going to allow it. 

MR. RIGNEY:  Thank you, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Anything further from Defendant 

Hickson?  

MR. RIGNEY:  No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Let's go ahead and break for 

lunch.  The jury is coming back at 3:15.  They've got to 

select a foreperson.  I'll probably take the bench at 3:30.  

Okay?  

MS. LIVESAY:  Sounds good. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you very much. 

(A lunch recess was taken from 1:58 to 3:33 p.m.)

(State's Exhibit No. 41, Poster: Crime scene sketch, was 

marked for identification.) 

(State's Exhibit No. 42, Photo on back of #43, was marked 

for identification.) 

(State's Exhibit No. 43, Poster: Group of people photo, 

was marked for identification.) 

(State's Exhibit No. 44, Poster: Crime scene sketch, was 
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marked for identification.) 

(State's Exhibit No. 45, Events Parking video, was marked 

for identification.) 

(State's Exhibit No. 46, PowerPoint of photos, was marked 

for identification.) 

(State's Exhibit Nos. 47-60, Photographs of Buick, was 

marked for identification.) 

(State's Exhibit No. 61, Camera view of Events Parking 

lot, was marked for identification.) 

(State's Exhibit No. 62, RealTime crime footage video, 

was marked for identification.) 

(State's Exhibit No. 63, Ring camera video, was marked 

for identification.) 

(State's Exhibit No. 64, HCPD body cam video, was marked 

for identification.) 

(State's Exhibit No. 65-68, Photos of Tahoe at 

inspection, was marked for identification.)  

THE COURT:  All right.  Ms. Livesay?

MS. LIVESAY:  Thank you, Judge.  Just a quick 

housekeeping matter before we bring the jury back in.  We did 

have a witness that has failed to appear.  His name is 

Jeremiah Conner.  We served him on Wednesday, last Wednesday, 

which I believe was -- I can give the Court the date -- the 

2nd of April.  And, in fact, at that time, we served him with 

the material witness warrant.  

249



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

State v Tai'Yuan Jackson & Jerelle Hickson
Bobbi Fisher, RPR -- SC Official Court Reporter III

76

He was brought in to the Conway magistrate's office.  At 

that time, we also served him with a subpoena.  He was let out 

on a PR bond because, at that time, he said he was going to 

come to court.

We have reached out to the family.  The stepfather is 

present, because the stepfather is the father of Jerelle 

Hickson.  But he tells us he has not seen Mr. Conner since 

Saturday. 

THE COURT:  All right.  So -- 

MS. LIVESAY:  We're asking you to do whatever needs to be 

done to obtain his appearance.  We can issue -- 

THE COURT:  I mean, does the sheriff need -- 

MS. LIVESAY:  -- a warrant. 

THE COURT:  I can do a warrant, Order, whatever the 

Sheriff's Department needs to go pick him up. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Okay.  Do you want the Solicitor's Office 

to prepare something?  

THE COURT:  Yeah, you'll need to. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Okay. 

THE COURT:  Check -- check with the Sheriff's Department.  

I mean, I thought I could just tell them to go pick him up, 

but that may not be the case. 

MS. LIVESAY:  I understand. 

THE COURT:  So check with the Sheriff's Department.  And 

whatever they need to go pick him up to comply with the 
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subpoena, get that and I'll sign it.  

MS. LIVESAY:  Okay.  I'll prepare whatever needs to be 

prepared there as well. 

THE COURT:  And who is that for?  

MS. LIVESAY:  I'm sorry?  

THE COURT:  Who is the witness?  

MS. LIVESAY:  It's Jeremiah Conner. 

THE COURT:  Spell the last name.  

MS. LIVESAY:  C-o-n-n-e-r.  Conner.  C-o-n-n-e-r. 

THE COURT:  All right.  I'm directing the Sheriff's 

Office to go ahead and pick him up --- 

MS. LIVESAY:  Okay.  

THE COURT:  --- to comply with the subpoena.  If you need 

more than that, let me know.  

The last time that we did -- it wasn't a trial like this; 

it was a lot shorter trial the last time we had somebody that 

didn't comply with the subpoena.  I just told the sheriff to 

go pick him up, and they went and picked him up.  Whether 

that's still the case, I don't know. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Okay.  I understand. 

THE COURT:  But I was of the opinion that, once you serve 

them with a subpoena, then they're authorized to enforce that 

subpoena. 

MS. LIVESAY:  I understand. 

THE COURT:  Okay?  All right.  
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MS. LIVESAY:  We have got one more witness -- and I don't 

know if you want to address it now or at the end of the day.  

She is presently here.  Her name is Damonni Clayton.  She says 

she cannot come back tomorrow, or basically, she will not come 

back tomorrow.  I'd just ask the Court to address her either 

now or at the end of the day, if we do not reach her, to 

impress upon her she, too, is under subpoena and has to come 

tomorrow. 

THE COURT:  Well, I mean, if she's in the courtroom, if 

you're under subpoena, you have got to comply with the 

subpoena. 

MS. LIVESAY:  She's outside.  She's sequestered.  Do you 

want me to bring her in or do you want till the end of the 

day?  

THE COURT:  We'll do it at the end of the day.  I mean, 

I'm assuming, by saying this, that nobody has filed a motion 

to quash the subpoena. 

MS. LIVESAY:  No, sir. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  They still have the right to file a 

motion to quash the subpoena, but if they didn't done that, 

then we'll address that.  Just remind me at the end of the 

day.  Okay?  

MS. LIVESAY:  I will. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Anything else?  

MS. LIVESAY:  Nothing from the State, Your Honor. 
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THE COURT:  All right.  The jury has selected Kristin Ray 

as the forelady.  That's Juror No. 317.

Anything from the State before we bring the jury in? 

MS. LIVESAY:  No, sir, nothing from the State. 

THE COURT:  Anything from the defendant Jackson?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  No, sir, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Anything from the defendant Hickson?  

MR. RIGNEY:  Nothing, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right.  I guess we'll bring them in.  

I'll have the clerk put them under oath.  I'll do the opening 

charges.  We'll go into opening statements.  

Now, I haven't addressed this with the defense yet.  Just 

the way we have been progressing, I'm assuming we'll go, 

Mr. Jackson, you're questioning first, and then with 

Mr. Hickson's attorney.  Or do y'all want to do it vice versa?  

Or do y'all want to alternate?  Or how do y'all want to do it?  

I can tell you right now, when we get into examination of 

witnesses, I will allow direct examination, cross-examination, 

redirect only as to matters addressed on cross that were not 

addressed on direct.  Okay?  I don't have recross.  Does that 

make a difference as to what order you want to go in?  Do you 

want to alternate?  Or how do you want to do it?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Well, Your Honor, I'd probably rather go 

second, but whatever the Court decides. 

THE COURT:  Well -- 
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MR. RIGNEY:  Well, I would prefer to go second.  He's the 

first one on the roster, so I think that would typically be 

the way we'd go, however it reads on the roster.  But, of 

course, whatever you decide, Your Honor, I'll comply with 

that.

THE COURT:  We'll alternate it.  I'll keep up with it.  

So when the State calls their witness, the State will do 

direct, you'll do cross, you'll do cross, redirect.  Then, 

next time:  Direct, cross, cross, redirect.  Okay?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Thank you, sir. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Let's go ahead and bring the jury 

in. 

(State's Exhibit No. 69, Proof of Service on Jeremiah 

Conner, was marked for identification.) 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Judge, can we approach real quick?  

THE COURT:  Yes.  

BENCH CONFERENCE

(The following bench conference was held outside the 

hearing of the jury and others.) 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  I meant to ask about this.  Are you going 

to give any preliminary charge about the defendant's -- you 

know, in other words, they each -- their own trial separately 

kind of thing?  

THE COURT:  I have that in my closing charges on the law, 

but I don't have it in my opening charge.  
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MR. HOFFMEYER:  Okay.  Well, I'll just tell them that, 

and then they'll hear it at the end. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  That's good.  Thank you.  

(Open court resumes as follows:) 

(The jury entered the courtroom at 3:46 p.m.) 

THE COURT:  All right, ladies and gentlemen.  Welcome 

back.  I hope everyone had a good lunch.  

Ms. Ray, I understand you have been selected as 

foreperson; is that correct?  

JUROR NO. 317:  Yes, sir. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you very much for serving 

in that capacity.  If you'd always occupy your seat.  

And the alternates would always occupy your seats.  

And as I told you before we broke for lunch, the rest of 

you are at liberty to sit in whatever seat you'd like, whether 

it be the same seat or different seats or whatever makes you 

feel more comfortable.

Now, we're getting ready to start the trial, but first, I 

want to thank you for being prompt and returning on time.  

That's a great assistance to the Court, and I appreciate that, 

and I apologize for keeping you in the jury room as long as we 

have.

But we are getting ready to start the trial of the case 

of the State of South Carolina versus Tai'Yuan Jackson and 
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Jerelle Hickson.  As I told you during voir dire, juries, just 

like witnesses, are constantly taking oaths.  So I'll need you 

all to please stand and raise your right hand while the Clerk 

of Court administers the oath for you to serve as a juror on 

this particular case.

(The jury was duly sworn.)  

THE CLERK:  Thank you.  You may be seated. 

THE COURT:  Is there any member of the jury that did not 

respond to the oath by saying, "I do"?  If so, please stand.  

(No response given.)

OPENING REMARKS

THE COURT:  Thank you very much, ladies and gentlemen.

And, as I said, we're getting ready to start the trial in 

the case of the State of South Carolina versus Tai'Yuan 

Jackson and Jerelle Hickson.  But before we begin the trial, I 

need to go over some preliminary charges with you.  

I know from watching movies, reading books, TV shows, 

trials are often full of a lot of action and a lot of 

suspense, and while that might be the case in this trial, it 

probably won't be.  I think what you're going to find is 

trials are often slow, repetitive processes, the exact 

opposite of what you might be accustomed to when you watch a 

trial on TV for entertainment or read about in a book or 

something of that nature, but I hope you do find the trial 

entertaining, I hope you find it educational.  And I want to 

256



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

OPENING REMARKS

State v Tai'Yuan Jackson & Jerelle Hickson
Bobbi Fisher, RPR -- SC Official Court Reporter III

83

thank you from the outset for serving as jurors in this case.

The attorneys appearing before you are advocates for the 

parties they represent, but first and foremost, they are 

officers of the court.  They're sworn to uphold the integrity 

and the fairness of our judicial system and to help you in the 

search for the truth in this case.  You can expect them to be 

professional, competent, and ethical in the representation of 

their clients' interests.

What I now say is intended to serve as an introduction to 

the trial in the case.  These remarks are not a charge on the 

law in this case.  I'll instruct you on the law applicable to 

this case at the end of the trial before you retire to 

consider your verdict.  This is merely an explanation of the 

procedure that we will follow in the trial of this case so 

that you can better understand what's happening.

Now, the defendants are charged by indictments in this 

case.  They charge -- these indictments charge each defendant 

with the crime of murder, and it -- there is an indictment 

that charges the defendant, Tai'Yuan Jackson, with possession 

of a weapon during the commission of a violent crime.

Now, these indictments simply charge -- or simply state 

the charges by which this case is brought into this court.  

These indictments are not in any sense evidence of any of the 

allegations contained in them.  The defendants have pled not 

guilty to each indictment and, therefore, the State has the 
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burden of proving the elements of each indictment beyond a 

reasonable doubt.  It will be your duty, ladies and gentlemen, 

to decide whether or not the State has met that burden.

Your purpose as jurors in this case is to find and 

determine the facts of this case.  You are the sole judge of 

the facts of this case.  If, at any time, I make a comment 

regarding the facts of this case, you must disregard my 

comments.  You are to determine the facts of this case from 

the testimony you hear and any other evidence introduced 

during the trial of this case.

It is up to you to determine the inferences which you 

feel may properly be drawn from that evidence.  It is 

especially important that you perform your duty of determining 

the facts diligently and conscientiously because, ordinarily, 

there's no way to correct an erroneous determination of the 

facts by a jury.  

Now, on the other hand, and with equal emphasis, the same 

law that makes you the judge of the facts of this case makes 

me the judge of the law.  The law as given to you by the Court 

is the only law you may consider.  You must accept and follow 

the law as I give it to you even though you may disagree with 

it.  Just as I cannot tell you what the facts of this case 

are, you cannot disagree with me about the law to be applied 

in this case.  Your job is to take the law as I give it to you 

and apply it to the facts as you find those facts to be from 
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the testimony of witnesses and any other evidence that is 

introduced.

After doing that, you'll then render your verdict, a true 

and just verdict under the solemn oath you just took as 

jurors.  Until I advise you to begin your deliberations, you 

must not discuss this case with anyone, including your fellow 

jurors.  Don't discuss it with any friends, family members, or 

anyone involved in the case.

After the case is submitted to you, you can then discuss 

it, but only in the jury room with your fellow jurors.  The 

attorneys and parties in this case have been advised that 

they're not to talk to you at all either.  So they're not 

being rude; they're just following the instructions of the 

Court.

Now, during the trial of this case, you're not to read, 

listen to, or watch any news reports about this case if there 

are any.  This includes anything that may be in the newspapers 

or on the internet, the radio, or the television.  You must 

not consider anything you may have read or heard about this 

case outside of the courtroom, whether that be before or 

during the trial of this case.  It's important that you keep 

an open mind and not decide any issue in this case until all 

of the evidence has been presented, the parties have made 

their closing arguments, and I have instructed you on the law 

to be applied in this case.
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It is your solemn responsibility to determine the guilt 

or innocence of each defendant, and your verdict must be based 

solely on the evidence as it is presented to you in this trial 

and on the law as I instruct you during and at the close of 

the trial.

Now, in a minute, the solicitor will make what is called 

an opening statement in which the solicitor will explain to 

you the issues in this case, or at least what the solicitor 

thinks the issues in this case are.  The attorney for each 

defendant may also make an opening statement, although they 

are not required to do so.  What the attorneys tell you during 

their opening statements is not evidence in this case.  It is 

simply the attorney's contention as to what they think the 

issues in this case are.

The evidence in this case will be presented to you by 

testimony of sworn witnesses from the witness stand and any 

other exhibits that may be introduced into evidence.

Now, in determining what the true facts are in this case, 

you must determine whether or not the testimony of a witness 

is believable.  It is my responsibility to rule as a matter of 

law as to whether certain testimony is admissible at all or 

not, but once testimony is admitted into evidence, whether or 

not you believe it is solely for you to determine.  

In deciding whether to believe a witness, you have the 

right to consider the interest of any witness, the bias of any 
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witness, the prejudice of any witness, the opportunity for the 

witness to have seen the matters and things about which the 

witness may testify, and the way the witness acts on the 

witness stand.  You have the right to consider anything that 

is in the record that will help you evaluate the testimony of 

a witness.

That means that it is your duty to pay close attention to 

these witnesses, to observe the witnesses, to listen to the 

witnesses, and to pay close attention to the attorneys and to 

the Court.  Don't let your thoughts wander, but give strict 

attention to the testimony in this case so, at the end of all 

the testimony, after the arguments of counsel and a charge on 

the law by the Court, you will then be in a position to 

determine what the true facts are and to apply the law to 

these facts and thus render a true and just verdict.

Now, are there any additional charges or challenges to 

the charges by the State?  

MS. LIVESAY:  No, sir. 

THE COURT:  Mr. Hoffmeyer?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  No, sir, Your Honor.  Thank you. 

THE COURT:  Mr. Rigney?  

MR. RIGNEY:  No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Ladies and gentlemen, we'll now 

begin the trial of the case with the opening statements.  As I 

told you, these opening statements are not evidence.  It is 
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simply the attorney's contention as to what they feel the 

issues in this case and the evidence in this case will show.

All right.  Who is going to open for the State?  

MR. LEASURE:  May it please the Court, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Yes, sir.  

OPENING STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE STATE 

MR. LEASURE:  Damage, injuries, and death.  In the early 

morning hours of April 24, 2022, 17-year-old Dy'Quavyon 

Dickens was tragically killed in a parking lot in Myrtle Beach 

at Withers Drive and Mr. Joe White.  Mr. Dickens was hit by a 

stray bullet after he entered the backseat of a car.  The 

bullet traveled through the driver's side rear door and hit 

Mr. Dickens in the left buttocks.

Mr. Dickens was in Myrtle Beach to attend his sister's 

graduation from Coastal Carolina but died because of the 

actions of Tai'Yuan Jackson and Jerelle Hickson.

The defendants fired 27 times with a depraved 

indifference to human life, shooting three people and killing 

Mr. Dickens.  The defendants are on trial for murder.  One of 

them is also on trial for possession of a weapon during a 

violent crime.  

The defendants are being tried under a theory of "hand of 

one, hand of all" which simply means the defendants acted 

together in concert to commit the acts; thus, both are 

responsible for each other's actions.
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In South Carolina, murder is the killing of a human being 

with malice aforethought.  Malice aforethought means 

premeditation.  However, premeditation does not mean planned.  

It means that -- it can be the mere second before the act 

occurs.

The term "malice" refers to the intent to injure or kill 

someone.  Malice can be either expressed or implied.  Malice 

expressed is when somebody deliberately intends to kill 

somebody.  Implied malice is when somebody commits a crime who 

is said to have a depraved heart -- a depraved or malignant 

heart.  

In this case, a bullet fired with malice towards an 

intended target has the same malice when it hits an innocent 

bystander.

Now, possession of a weapon during a violent crime is 

defined under South Carolina law as a person possessing a 

weapon and, in South Carolina, a firearm is considered a 

weapon.  And murder is considered a violent crime under South 

Carolina law.

I ask the jury to pay close attention to the evidence 

presented in this case.  The evidence will be in the form of 

actual physical evidence and also through the testimony of 

witnesses.  The jury is the judge of the facts, and you decide 

the weight of the evidence.  The jury also has the 

responsibility of judging the credibility of the witnesses 
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presented during this trial.

Now, the judge, as he stated earlier, is the judge of the 

law, and at the end of the trial, he will charge you, the 

jury, with the law to be used in this case.  The State, we 

have the responsibility of proving the defendants' guilt 

beyond a reasonable doubt.  There is no formula for reasonable 

doubt; however, consider the following while you deliberate.

If, after seeing and hearing all the evidence, you are 

firmly convinced of the defendants' guilt, then you have found 

the defendants guilty beyond a reasonable doubt.

The facts of the case will show that, at approximately 

1:29 a.m. on April 24, 2022, the defendants intentionally 

fired at victims in a Chevy Malibu.  The State believes the 

Malibu was the intended target because the Malibu was hit 

multiple times from front to back, and two occupants of the 

Malibu were shot.

It is important to mention that there were no shell 

casings located anywhere near the five vehicles hit or any of 

the victims that were hit.  In contrast, the defendants' 

vehicle was not hit because there were no shots fired in their 

direction.  The State believes the evidence will prove that 

the defendants fired -- the State believes that the evidence 

will prove that the defendants committed the acts of murder 

and possession of a weapon during a violent crime.

Ladies and gentlemen, the defendants in this case caused 
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damage, injuries, and death, and they must pay -- for their 

actions, they must suffer the consequences and be found 

guilty.  Thank you. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Hoffmeyer?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Thank you, Your Honor.  

OPENING STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF DEFENDANT JACKSON  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, my name 

is Jim Hoffmeyer, and I represent Mr. Tai'Yuan Jackson, who is 

seated there over at counsel table with me.  In kind of that 

first row or so, those are his family, his people, his mama 

and some other folks.  

And on behalf of Mr. Jackson and his family, the Court 

and, quite frankly, everybody involved in this case, I want to 

take just a moment and thank you each, individually and 

collectively, for all the time and attention you give us in 

this case.  I think we all understand that, when you get that 

jury summons in the mail and you think, "Oh, my goodness 

gracious, I have got to go down to the Horry County 

Courthouse, and I have got so many things to do," I think 

that's the burden we place upon you.  We place a burden upon 

you and then we take your time, all those work-a-day world 

things you might be doing, family commitments, work 

commitments, all the types of things you would typically be 

doing.  But we kind of make you come on down and spend some 

time with us, and that's somewhat of a burden.
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But in addition to that, you're burdened in that you are 

tasked with listening carefully and intently to the facts and 

evidence in the case, then going back there and sharing it 

with one another, deliberating with one another, sharing that 

information that you have seen and heard, and coming to a 

conclusion, a verdict.  And that's a burden too.  Because, you 

know, making decisions and listening intently is not easy.

But I hope that, despite the burdens that we place upon 

you in this courtroom throughout these few days, you'll 

remember what a remarkable thing you're giving to us in this 

case.  You're giving us a verdict.  You're drawing this matter 

to a conclusion.  

And certainly Mr. Jackson desperately needed you folks 

here in this courtroom.  Desperately.  His liberty is at 

stake.  He's the one accused of these serious crimes, so he 

needed you.  So thank you very much on his behalf and on 

everyone's behalf.

Now, as far as the law of the case, His Honor will tell 

you all about that at the end of the case, and one thing he is 

going to tell you is that you have to treat these two young 

men differently, meaning you can only consider one case, then 

the other case.  You don't combine them.  You have to take the 

case against Mr. Jackson and consider whether the State has 

met their burden; you have to consider the State's evidence 

against the co-defendant and see whether the State has met 
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their burden.  The mere fact you think one or the other may 

have done it or could have done it, that doesn't implicate 

both of them.  They're separate young men here in this 

courtroom, with liberty at stake.  

Now, His Honor is also going to tell you -- and the 

solicitor touched on this in his opening comments -- this is a 

criminal case which means the State has the burden of proof 

beyond a reasonable doubt.  That is the highest standard in 

the law.  

In a civil case, like an automobile accident case, the 

burden of proof is preponderance or greater weight of the 

evidence.  And then, in some parts of a civil case, you may 

have to prove an element in a civil case by clear and 

convincing evidence.  But both preponderance of the evidence 

and clear and convincing evidence pale in comparison to the 

burden of proof beyond a reasonable doubt.  It's a much higher 

standard.  

And, you know, to be sitting over there, only takes 

probable cause.  To be arrested and taken to the detention 

center only takes probable cause.  That is a much lower, 

lesser standard than beyond a reasonable doubt.  

And he is presumed innocent.  He sits there with a cloak 

of innocence.  And until and unless the State has, beyond a 

reasonable doubt, proven each and every element of the 

offense, then he's not guilty.  
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And he does not have to prove a thing.  He doesn't have 

to introduce any evidence, he doesn't have to testify.  And 

you can't hold any of that against him.  And when you think 

about it, that makes sense.  Because there are many times that 

you couldn't prove you're not guilty, so to speak, but you 

haven't done a thing.  So that's why the law says what it says 

when it comes to the burden of proof, which is appropriate 

when it comes to the way young men like that are to be 

treated.  They don't have to prove a thing.  It's up to the 

State.

Now, we know that you -- each and every one of you 

individually will take this very seriously, will listen very 

intently, and you will not base a verdict at the end of this 

trial on "looks like it", "I think," "maybe," "seems 

suspicious to me," "sure looks like it," "had to be."  No, you 

will hold the State to their burden of proof.  And we trust 

and think and, quite frankly, believe we know that, when you 

do that and you deliberate in that jury room and share what 

you have seen and heard, you'll find that the State has not 

met their burden of proof, and you will find Tai'Yuan not 

guilty in this case.

Thank you, each individually and collectively, for all 

your time and attention. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Rigney?  

MR. RIGNEY:  Thank you, Your Honor.  
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OPENING STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF DEFENDANT HICKSON 

MR. RIGNEY:  Do a little housekeeping here.

I want to make sure that everyone can see Mr. Jerelle 

Hickson, who is my client today.  And we're here about an 

incident that happened late night, early in the morning on a 

weekend.  A lot of young people came to a parking lot area in 

Myrtle Beach, and they were over there having fun, having a 

good time, talking to one another, playing music, playing 

other games.  You may hear some evidence along the way that 

maybe they were doing a little gambling once in a while.  But 

they were here to have fun.  They're right close to the beach, 

and that's what they were doing, having fun.

That didn't last, unfortunately, because gunshots 

erupted.  People started shooting.  And at that moment, chaos 

began.  Everything went wild.  The people were running, 

getting into cars and rushing out of the parking lot.  And in 

a matter of just very few minutes, much more than seconds, the 

police were there all over the place.  Blue lights flashing 

all over the place.  I expect you may see some video of this 

and the event that happened.

After the gunshots came -- started flying around, what we 

discovered was -- what was discovered is that some people had 

been shot and, ultimately, one person died.  That is tragic, 

no matter what.  No matter who did it.  That's something that 

should not have to happen to anyone, should never happen to 
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anyone when they're out having fun on a weekend night, all of 

these young people together, enjoying themselves.  But it did.

By the way, my client's name is Jerelle Hickson, and he's 

charged with murder in this case.  My name is David Rigney.  I 

practice law in Surfside Beach.  And it's a pleasure to see 

all of you here today, and thank you for coming.  I'm not 

going to take lot of your time.  I want to respect your time 

throughout this trial, but I also want to make sure that I 

cover everything that we need to cover in order to make sure 

that you understand whose roles went where in this case.

Now, as I said, I think you may see some video in this 

case.  You may see some crime scene video.  I think that what 

you're going to see is unclear.  I believe that you need to 

look at it and you decide what you see up there.  Don't let 

someone else tell you what you see.  You look at it and notice 

what you can see and, probably just as important, what you 

can't see.  Because I think that it's going to be very 

unclear.  It's a chaotic scene, and -- that's not the only 

reason, but... 

Don't lose sight of your common sense.  Make sure that 

you continue to keep your common sense with you all the way 

throughout this trial.

Now, the State, of course, has the burden -- as you 

heard, the State has the burden of proving Jerelle Hickson 

guilty of the crime of murder beyond a reasonable doubt.  
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That's what you'll be charged with deciding later on.

I want you to carefully look at all the evidence that 

comes up in front of you.  Listen to all the witnesses.  Look 

at every piece of evidence that is shown to you.  And make 

your own decisions about how much of that you can make a 

decision on as to whether it happened the way that you're 

being told it did or not.

And at the end of this case, I'm going to come back to 

you and I'm going to tell you some of the things that I have 

just told you right now one more time just as a reminder.  But 

I'm also going to ask you to find Jerelle Hickson not guilty 

of the crime of murder, and you should make that decision, as 

you have already heard, based on his situation alone.  These 

two gentlemen are not one and the same, as you can see.

So I want to ask you to pay close attention to 

everything, listen carefully to the evidence, listen to what 

the judge tells us about the law.  And I will come back and, 

once again, I believe you will agree with me at the end that 

Jerelle Hickson is not guilty.

Thank you. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Let me see the attorneys for a 

second.  

BENCH CONFERENCE

(The following bench conference was held outside the 

hearing of the jury and others.)
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THE COURT:  How long is your first witness?  

MS. LIVESAY:  Should be pretty quick.  You want to end at 

5:00?  

THE COURT:  As close to 5:00 as I can.  

MS. LIVESAY:  Okay.  

THE COURT:  How many witnesses do you think you can get 

through?  

MS. LIVESAY:  Well, we were going to try to call three, 

but let's just call the first one -- I know she'll be done 

before 5:00 -- and see where we're at.

THE COURT:  Okay.  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Is that the one you're going to put that 

photograph in through?  

MS. LIVESAY:  No. 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Okay. 

THE COURT:  All right.  

(Open court resumes as follows:) 

THE COURT:  All right, ladies and gentlemen.  We're now 

going to begin the evidentiary portion of the trial with the 

State's case.

The State can call your first witness. 

MR. LEASURE:  Thank you, Your Honor.  The State calls Mya 

Goodman to the stand. 

THE COURT:  All right.  

THE CLERK:  Please raise your right hand and place your 
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left hand on the Bible.

MYA GOODMAN,

after having been duly sworn, was examined and testified 

to as follows: 

THE CLERK:  Let me get you to state your name and then 

spell your last name for the Court, please.

THE WITNESS:  Mya G-o-o-d-m-a-n. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. LEASURE:

Q Good afternoon, Ms. Goodman.  

A Good afternoon. 

Q How are you?

A Good.  How are you?

Q Are you currently working or in school?

A I'm in college for medical billing and coding. 

Q Okay.  How old are you?

A 19. 

Q And where are you from?

A Florence, South Carolina. 

Q Were you in Myrtle Beach in April of -- April of '22?

A Yes. 

Q And why were you there?

A Spring break. 

Q Okay.  When you were in Myrtle Beach, did you witness a 

shooting?
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A Yes. 

Q And, Ms. Goodman, when you witnessed a shooting, where 

were you and what happened?  If you could tell the jury.

A I was in my car. 

Q Okay.  In the parking lot?

A In the parking lot. 

Q Okay.  And can you tell the jury where that parking lot 

was at, approximately?

A Ocean Boulevard.  I'm not sure if it's behind or -- 

where. 

Q Fair enough.  Was it possibly a parking lot at Withers 

and Mr. Joe White?

A Yes, it was the -- 

Q Near Ocean Boulevard?

A Yeah, it's the parking lot near Ocean Boulevard. 

Q Thank you.

Do you remember what time of the evening that it was?

A No, sir. 

Q Okay.  And can you tell the jury what you saw that 

evening exactly?  Just kind of go through the events as you 

remember them.

A All I remember is I entered the parking lot.  I parked.  

When I parked, I only sat there for, like, five minutes.  Then 

I tried to exit the parking lot, and there was a car in front 

of me, and I just seen flashes, so I backed up and then tried 
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to go the other way. 

Q Okay.  And -- you say you saw flashes in the parking lot.  

Where did you see those flashes coming from?

A It was a lot of vehicles out there, but I seen -- I'm not 

sure, like -- I seen them coming from in front of me. 

Q I'm sorry?

A I seen them coming from in front of me. 

Q In front of you?

A Mm-hmm. 

Q Okay.  And did you see them coming from a squatted Tahoe? 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Object to the leading, Judge. 

THE COURT:  Sustained.  Don't lead. 

MR. LEASURE:  Rephrase the question, Your Honor. 

BY MR. LEASURE:

Q In front of you, directly in front of you -- as you were 

driving out of the parking lot, what was directly in front of 

you?

A Like, three big trucks. 

Q Okay.

A And another car -- a bunch of cars, basically. 

Q And why couldn't you exit the parking lot?  Why were you 

stopped?

A There was a car in front of me. 

Q Okay.  And did you hear shots being fired?

A Yes. 
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Q And were the flashes coming towards you?

A I'm not sure.  I would say yes because my car got hit, 

but I'm not sure. 

Q Okay.  And where did your car get hit?

A All over.  Like, front, side. 

Q You said the front and the side?

A Yes, sir. 

Q Did you see anyone with a gun?

A No, sir. 

Q And you referred to the car in front of you.  Did you see 

anyone with a gun in the car that was blocking your path to 

get out of the parking lot?

A No, sir. 

Q And you did not see anyone from that car firing either?

A No, sir. 

Q Okay.  I'm going to show you a sketch, Ms. Goodman. 

(Counsel conferring sotto voce.) 

BY MR. LEASURE: 

Q I'm going to show you a sketch, Ms. Goodman.  Does this 

accurately reflect the parking lot as you remember it, 

obviously without the vehicles and obviously without being 

laid out exactly the same way that it was that night, but 

generally the parking lot?

A Mm-hmm. 

Q Okay.  And how do you know that?
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A How do I know... 

Q Is this just generally what you remember about the 

parking lot?

A Yes, sir. 

Q Is there anything about the parking lot that sticks out 

that you remember?

A Uh-uh. 

Q Okay.  But this would be the parking lot as you remember 

it that night?

A Yes, sir. 

MR. LEASURE:  I don't believe we have that marked. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Yeah, it's on the back. 

MR. LEASURE:  Your Honor, I'd like to admit State's 

Exhibit 41. 

THE COURT:  Is that what she was just testifying to?  

MR. LEASURE:  That's correct, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  41?  

MR. LEASURE:  Correct. 

THE COURT:  Mr. Hoffmeyer, any objection?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Your Honor, State's No. 41, as she has 

testified to it, and I don't disagree that's the scene, but 

there are some markings on State's Exhibit No. 41 that this 

witness would have no knowledge of.  Provided a future State's 

witness lays the foundation for that -- 

THE COURT:  Well, I don't know if they're going to do 
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that or not.  If it's got any extraneous information, I'll 

sustain the objection at this time.  I don't know what a 

future witness is going to testify to. 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Well, then I will object to it on that 

basis. 

THE COURT:  All right.  

MR. RIGNEY:  I'll join the objection, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right.  I'll sustain it at this time 

until you can lay the further foundation. 

MR. LEASURE:  Thank you, Your Honor.

BY MR. LEASURE:

Q Ms. Goodman, I'm going to show you what's been marked as 

State Exhibit No. 45.  Do you recognize this?

A Yes, I think. 

Q And how do you recognize it?

A I signed it.

Q And what is this?

A In the inside?

Q I'm sorry?  What --

A I'm not sure.  What's the question again?  

Q Okay.  I asked if you recognize what this is.  

A Uh-huh. 

Q And you said yes.  

A Mm-hmm. 

Q And I asked you how you recognize it.  
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A I signed it when the lady came to my house. 

Q Okay.  And what is this?

A I'm not sure what's in the inside.  I just remember 

signing the envelope. 

Q Okay.  And was it a video that you watched?

A Yes, sir, it could be. 

Q Okay.

A Yes, sir. 

Q And, to the best of your knowledge, it accurately depicts 

what you saw that evening; correct?

A Yes, sir. 

Q And, to your knowledge, it hasn't been tampered with 

or -- or in any way changed from its original -- from what you 

have seen?

A I'm not sure. 

MR. LEASURE:  At this time, Your Honor, I'd like to have 

State's Exhibit No. 45 admitted. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Rigney?  

MR. RIGNEY:  Your Honor, the witness said she's not sure 

if anything's changed.  So I would object to that. 

THE COURT:  Mr. Hoffmeyer?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Your Honor, I object as well.  She said 

she's not sure it's the same, and I'm not exactly sure what it 

is. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Defendant's objection is 

279



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

MYA GOODMAN - Direct by Mr. Leasure

State v Tai'Yuan Jackson & Jerelle Hickson
Bobbi Fisher, RPR -- SC Official Court Reporter III

106

sustained.  

BY MR. LEASURE:

Q Ms. Goodman, when the lady, as you said, came out to your 

house and you watched a video and you signed an envelope, was 

this not the video that you watched?

A Yes, that's the video. 

Q Okay.  That's what I was asking you.

A Mm-hmm. 

Q This is that video?

A Okay. 

Q Okay.  

MR. LEASURE:  State asks to admit State Exhibit -- 

THE COURT:  Well, she says she doesn't know if it's been 

altered, changed, or anything, so it's not authenticated.  I 

still sustain the objection. 

MR. LEASURE:  Okay.  Court's indulgence, Your Honor.

(Counsel conferring sotto voce.)  

BY MR. LEASURE:

Q The lady that came to your house and showed you the 

video, did it show your car on the video?

A Yes. 

Q And did that video accurately reflect what occurred the 

evening of April 24, 2022?

A Yes.  With my vehicle. 

Q And you saw your vehicle on the video?
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A Yes. 

Q Okay.  

(Counsel conferring sotto voce.) 

BY MR. LEASURE: 

Q Ms. Goodman, do you have any reason to believe that what 

you saw on the video to now, today, would have been tampered 

with?

A No. 

Q Okay.  And it was accurately depicted on the video; 

correct?

A Yes, sir. 

Q Okay.  

MR. LEASURE:  Your Honor, I'd move to have State's 

Exhibit 45 admitted. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Hoffmeyer?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Your Honor, the same objection, relates 

to authentication and laying the foundation for it.  Plus, I'm 

not sure what that video is.  Is this a video that this young 

lady took?  

MR. LEASURE:  No.  It's a video of the Events Parking 

lot.  Events Parking lot video. 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  So who took it?  

MR. LEASURE:  The Events Parking lot had a video camera. 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  I think -- Your Honor, I maintain the 

objection.  The foundation will have to be laid through Events 
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Parking folks as far as authenticity. 

MR. LEASURE:  She -- Your Honor, she -- 

THE COURT:  I don't know about that.  The problem I have 

got is she has stated under oath, direct examination, she has 

no idea whether or not the video contained in that has been 

tampered with, changed, or altered.  So given that fact, I 

sustain the objection. 

BY MR. LEASURE:

Q Ms. Goodman, I'm going to show you some photos.  

MR. LEASURE:  State's Exhibit 47 through State's Exhibit 

No. 60, Your Honor.  

BY MR. LEASURE: 

Q Can you look at these photos and tell me if you recognize 

them.  

A Yes.  This is my vehicle. 

Q Can you look at all the photos, please.

Do you recognize those photos?

A Yes, sir. 

Q And how do you recognize them?

A This is my old vehicle. 

Q Okay.  And is there any other way that you recognize 

those vehicle [sic]?

A I -- recognize -- 

Q Any other way that you recognize those photos?

A Yes.  I was shown these already. 
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Q Okay.  And -- anything else?  Did you sign the back of 

those photos?

A No, sir. 

Not my signature.

Q And do these photos accurately reflect your vehicle?

A Yes, sir. 

MR. LEASURE:  Your Honor, the State would like to move to 

enter State's Exhibits 47 through 60. 

THE COURT:  Are all of them her vehicle?  

MR. LEASURE:  Yes. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  Mr. Hoffmeyer?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Your Honor, if I could take a quick look, 

please.  

THE COURT:  All right. 

MR. LEASURE:  Sorry about that. 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  That's okay. 

MR. LEASURE:  And permission to publish, Your Honor, to 

the jury.

(Counsel conferring sotto voce.) 

THE COURT:  All right.  Have you looked at them?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Yes, sir, Your Honor.  The only objection 

I will have is to State's Exhibit 56.  That's not a picture of 

the vehicle.  It's a picture of what I presume is -- that's 

something else. 

MR. RIGNEY:  And I have that same objection as well, Your 
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Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right.  State's Exhibits 47 through 55 

are admitted into evidence without objection.  I sustain the 

objection as to 56.  States Exhibits 57 through 60 admitted 

without objection. 

(State's Exhibit Nos. 47 through 55 and 57 through 60 

were received into evidence.) 

MR. LEASURE:  Permission to publish, Your Honor?  

THE COURT:  You can publish 47 to 55 and 57 to 60.  

MR. LEASURE:  Your Honor, can I have permission to have 

the witness step down so she can describe the pictures as they 

come up?  We're not going to be able to get it up on those two 

screens.  

THE COURT:  Oh, okay.  As long as she's near a 

microphone --- 

MR. LEASURE:  Yes, sir. 

THE COURT:  --- where the court reporter can pick up her 

testimony.

Ma'am, I noticed, when you were testifying, you were 

testifying very -- I need you to speak loudly so the court 

reporter can pick up your testimony.  Okay? 

THE WITNESS:  Okay.  

BY MR. LEASURE:

Q Ms. Goodman, can you tell me what this is a picture of?

A It's a picture of my old gray Buick Verano. 
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Q And this is the front view of it; correct?

A Yes, sir. 

MR. LEASURE:  Next picture, please. 

BY MR. LEASURE: 

Q And what is this a picture of?

A The side of the Buick. 

Q Same vehicle?

A Yes, sir. 

Q Okay.  

MR. LEASURE:  Next picture.  

BY MR. LEASURE: 

Q And this picture?

A The driver's side of the Buick. 

MR. LEASURE:  Next picture.  

A The backside of the Buick. 

BY MR. LEASURE:  

Q This is the backside of the vehicle.  Okay.

And this picture?

A That's the passenger side window. 

Q And this is a Buick Verano, you said?

A Yes, sir. 

Q Okay.  

MR. LEASURE:  Next picture.  

BY MR. LEASURE: 

Q And this is just another shot of the side -- passenger 

285



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

MYA GOODMAN - Direct by Mr. Leasure

State v Tai'Yuan Jackson & Jerelle Hickson
Bobbi Fisher, RPR -- SC Official Court Reporter III

112

side of the vehicle; correct?

A Yes, sir. 

Q Okay.  

MR. LEASURE:  Next picture.  

BY MR. LEASURE: 

Q And what is this a picture of?

A A bullet hole in the passenger side of the window. 

Q Okay.  

MR. LEASURE:  Next picture.  

BY MR. LEASURE: 

Q And what is this a picture of?

A The inside door of the passenger side of the Buick. 

Q Thank you.  

MR. LEASURE:  Next picture. 

A It's a closer view of the bullet hole in the window. 

BY MR. LEASURE:  

Q And can you tell the jury what -- what this is right 

here?

A That's the side of the door and -- where the door and the 

window meets.

Q Like the area between the rear door and the front door on 

the vehicle?

A And the front one, yeah. 

Q Okay.  And what is this a picture of?

A That's the driver tire in the front. 
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Q And is the tire flat?

A Yes. 

Q And what is this a picture of?

A I'm not sure.  Looks like -- 

MR. LEASURE:  Can you go back to the next picture, 

please?  And now the next picture again.  

BY MR. LEASURE: 

Q Is that a picture of the tire with a bullet hole in the 

tire?

A Yes, sir.  It could be.  Or it could be where I scratched 

the car trying to get away.  I'm not sure.  

MR. LEASURE:  And -- next picture.  

BY MR. LEASURE: 

Q And what is this a picture of?

A It's a bullet hole on the passenger side on the front 

light. 

Q On the front headlight?

A Yes, sir. 

Q Passenger side front headlight. 

MR. LEASURE:  Next picture.  

BY MR. LEASURE: 

Q And that is....

A A closer view of the bullet hole in the light. 

Q Thank you.  

MR. LEASURE:  Next picture.  That's it.  Thank you.  
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Appreciate that. 

BY MR. LEASURE: 

Q I'm going to have you step back down again.  Sorry about 

that.

You saw the sketch earlier that I showed you; correct?

A Yes, sir. 

Q Thank you.  

So just roughly drawing out the parking lot represented 

by a large rectangle.  And here is an entrance to the parking 

lot and here is an entrance to the parking lot.  This right 

here represents the middle divider of the parking lot.  

Can you show the jury, just by pointing -- you can use 

this, if you'd like -- where the parking spaces are available 

in this parking lot?

A There's spots right here and right here.

Q Okay.  How about on the -- on the top and bottom?

A There's spots over here and right here. 

Q And also down here?

A (Indicating.) 

Q Okay.  Now, if we -- to the best of your recollection -- 

use these entrances and exits as a general guideline, 

approximately where on this -- in this parking lot were you 

parked?  Can you just draw, like, a rectangle where your car 

was where you were initially parked?

A I was parked here. 
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Q Okay.  And when you started to exit the parking lot, 

which way were you traveling?  Were you traveling up and 

around?  Over to one of these?  Or were you traveling down and 

around this way?

A I was coming this way. 

Q Just draw an arrow with the direction.  

A (Witness complies.) 

Q So you were traveling this direction?

A Mm-hmm. 

Q Okay.  Now, you had said earlier that you were 

blocked ---

A Mm-hmm. 

Q --- by a vehicle.  

A Mm-hmm. 

Q Okay.  Can you show us approximately where the vehicle 

was?  I know you have got an arrow going there with your 

direction of travel, but can you show me where the vehicle was 

parked that was trying to pull out that blocked you?

A (Witness complies.) 

Q Okay.  So it was -- and was it going crossways?

A (Indicating.) 

Q So it was parked in a spot over here?  So here's the 

vehicle -- 

THE COURT:  Okay.  She's going to need to speak up and 

give verbal answers, because the court reporter cannot pick up 
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a shaking or a nodding of the head.  She cannot distinguish 

between "uh-huh" and "uh-uh."  So you need to say "yes" or 

"no" loudly into the microphone.  Okay?  

THE WITNESS:  Yes, sir. 

MR. LEASURE:  Thank you, Your Honor.

BY MR. LEASURE:

Q So if I understand you correctly, Ms. Goodman ---

A Yes, sir. 

Q --- there was a vehicle parked here?

A Yes, sir. 

Q Is that fairly accurate?

A Yes, sir. 

Q Okay.  You were parked up here; correct?

A Yes, sir. 

Q At some point during the evening, you backed your car up; 

correct?

A Yes, sir. 

Q And started to proceed towards this exit; right?

A No, sir. 

Q Okay.  Towards where?

A I backed up and went up here. 

Q Okay.  I'm talking about -- you said you were blocked; 

correct?

A Oh, yes, sir. 

Q So you initially were traveling this direction; right?
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A Yes, sir. 

Q With the arrow you drew?

A Yes, sir. 

Q Okay.  So you were here -- and we'll show this with this.  

Okay?

A Yes, sir. 

Q And then a vehicle pulled out in front of you, or was 

pulling out of a parking spot?

A Yes, sir. 

Q This vehicle?

A Yes, sir. 

Q And it was going this way?

A Yes, sir. 

Q Backing up; right?

A Yes, sir. 

Q Can you tell the jury what happened at the time that this 

vehicle started to back up and block your vehicle from exiting 

the parking lot?

A When the vehicle -- as the vehicle was backing up, when 

it stopped, I'm not sure but, like, this area I seen --

Q From this area down here?

A Yeah, it could be from right there to over here.

Q Okay.  So these are vehicles; right? 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Your Honor, I'd object.  I think she 

needs to do the drawing if she's going to -- 
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MR. LEASURE:  Sure. 

THE COURT:  Sustained. 

BY MR. LEASURE: 

Q Just -- when you go to talk, I'll bring the microphone 

over to you.  Okay?  

Thus far, though, this is an accurate depiction of what 

occurred?

A Yes, sir. 

Q Go ahead.  

A This vehicle was backing up, and we seen fire from over 

here in this area.  That's when I backed up and went that way. 

Q Okay.  And you saw fire from what direction?  Like -- it 

was coming towards you?  Fire was coming towards you?

A It was going -- I'm not sure. 

Q Okay.  This vehicle here blocks you?

A Mm-hmm.  Yes, sir. 

Q And when it blocks you, you start to hear gunfire?

A Yes, sir. 

Q And you said you saw flashes coming from straight in 

front of you; correct?

A I'm not sure if it was straight in front of me or off to 

the side. 

Q Sure.  Okay.  But this is the general layout of the 

parking lot and where you were parked and where the car 

blocked you?
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A Yes, sir. 

Q Okay.  Thank you.  You can have a seat.  

(Counsel conferring.) 

BY MR. LEASURE: 

Q Just to be clear, Ms. Goodman, as you started to exit the 

parking lot and the vehicle pulled in front of your vehicle, 

attempting to pull out of a parking spot, the -- the flashes 

or the gunfire was to the front of your vehicle, coming at 

you?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Your Honor, I'd object.  That's asked and 

answered.  And that is not consistent with the record in this 

case as to what this witness testified to. 

THE COURT:  She said "I don't recall anything" for 

gunfire, so I sustain the objection. 

MR. LEASURE:  Let me rephrase. 

THE COURT:  All right.  

BY MR. LEASURE:

Q The flashes that you remember seeing were coming from the 

front of your vehicle, towards you? 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Same objection, Judge.  He's leading as 

well. 

THE COURT:  Do not lead the witness.  Just ask her what 

she saw. 

BY MR. LEASURE:

Q Did you see flashes coming towards you?
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A I seen flashes.  I'm not sure if they were towards me or 

anywhere. 

Q Did your vehicle get hit in the front?

A Yes. 

Q Thank you.  

Nothing further.  Please answer any questions defense may 

have.  

THE COURT:  Mr. Hoffmeyer?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Thank you. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. HOFFMEYER:

Q Good afternoon, Ms. Goodman. 

A Good afternoon. 

Q I'm Jim Hoffmeyer.  I represent Mr. Jackson, who is 

seated over there.  I don't know if you can see him with this 

in the way.  But be that as it may -- now, from what I gather 

from what you have told us when you were answering some 

questions from the solicitor in this case, that you saw some 

flashes out there; is that right?

A Yes, sir. 

Q Very scary, wasn't it?

A Yes, sir. 

Q And you're not sure exactly where they came from, are 

you? 

A No, sir. 
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Q And you didn't see anybody with a gun, did you?

A No, sir. 

Q If you'll excuse me one second, Ms. Goodman.  

(Counsel conferring sotto voce.)  

MR. LEASURE:  Thank you very much, Ms. Goodman.  I 

appreciate your time. 

THE COURT:  Mr. Rigney?  

MR. RIGNEY:  Thank you, Your Honor.  

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. RIGNEY:

Q I just want to clarify and just follow through with 

something you have already said perhaps.  Did you see anyone 

shoot?

A No, sir. 

Q And you did not -- again, you said you didn't see anyone 

with a gun?

A No, sir. 

MR. RIGNEY:  No more questions, Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  Redirect?  

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. LEASURE: 

Q I just have two questions, Ms. Goodman.  

A Yes, sir.  

Q Is your mother in the courtroom today?

A Yes, sir. 
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Q Is she seated behind the defendant's family? 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Your Honor, I object -- 

THE COURT:  Sustained.  This was not brought out on 

cross-examination.  Sustain the objection.  

MR. LEASURE:  Nothing further, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right.  You may step down.  

You're free to go, yes.

All right, ladies and gentlemen.  It's about 10 till 5:00  

We're going to go ahead and break for the day.  I'm going to 

allow you to go home.  I'm going to ask that you please be 

back at 9:15 tomorrow morning, and we'll try to resume the 

trial as soon thereafter as we can.  

I caution you again:  Do not discuss the case even among 

yourselves.  It's too early for deliberations.  Don't conduct 

any independent investigation.  Don't go through looking 

through the newspaper or internet.  If anything comes up on 

the news about it, don't watch the news report.  

I hope everybody has a good evening, and we'll see you 

back at 9:15 tomorrow morning.  Thank you very much.  

(The jury exited the courtroom at 4:51 p.m.)

MATTER BEFORE THE COURT

THE COURT:  All right.  Anything from the State before we 

recess for the evening?  

MS. LIVESAY:  We just have that one witness, Your Honor, 

we want to bring in to make sure she's aware that she needs to 
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come back tomorrow. 

THE COURT:  What's her name?  

MS. LIVESAY:  Damonni Clayton. 

THE COURT:  Clayton? 

MS. LIVESAY:  Damonni Clayton.  

THE COURT:  All right.  Let's bring Ms. Clayton in.  

All right.  Ms. Clayton -- is Ms. Clayton here?  Which 

one is Ms. Clayton?  

MRS. CLAYTON:  She is.  I'm her mother and advocate.

THE COURT:  That's good right there.  

THE DEPUTY:  Ma'am, ma'am. 

THE COURT:  You can stand right there.  Ms. Clayton, I 

understand that you are under subpoena by the State; is that 

correct?  

MS. DAMONNI CLAYTON:  Yes. 

THE COURT:  You're under subpoena by the State?  

MS. DAMONNI CLAYTON:  Yes. 

THE COURT:  All right.  The law requires that, when 

you're under subpoena, you must appear in court until you're 

released from that subpoena.  I understand that there was some 

reluctance that -- about coming back tomorrow or whenever you 

were asked to come back.  

I do need to let you know, however, though -- and this is 

just the law.  I can't change this.  Nobody can change this.  

It's the law that, when you're under subpoena, you must appear 
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in court until you're released from that subpoena.  If you do 

not return, then I am required by law to have law enforcement 

pick you up and just hold you and detain you until you return 

or -- until you testify.  Okay?  

MRS. CLAYTON:  Your Honor, with all due respect, I had 

already called and told them my child has severe PTSD from 

this.  She has been ignored, and nobody -- first of all, she's 

a victim.  Nobody ever even paid attention or cared anything 

about what was going on and said that -- I told them she was 

incapacitated and would not be able to stand trial because she 

don't know anything. 

THE COURT:  Well -- 

MRS. CLAYTON:  And yet they still -- 

THE COURT:  And that may be that case -- 

MRS. CLAYTON:  So what we've gone through today, I'm not 

going through that again tomorrow with her.  

THE COURT:  Well, and I -- 

MRS. CLAYTON:  What we went through -- it took a lot to 

come out here today, and I'm not going through that again.  

That's totally not fair, because you-all didn't have it 

together.  

THE COURT:  Well, then you're going to leave me with no 

option than to take her into custody now and have her held 

overnight.  That's my options.  I can't change that.  That's 

the law.  I'm going to allow you to go ahead tonight, but I 

298



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

MATTER BEFORE THE COURT

State v Tai'Yuan Jackson & Jerelle Hickson
Bobbi Fisher, RPR -- SC Official Court Reporter III

125

can tell you -- 

MRS. CLAYTON:  [To deputy:]  I know, but I don't need you 

to be so close.  

Y'all done traumatized my child enough. 

THE COURT:  All right, ma'am.  Those are the options, is 

return or take her into custody.  I'm going to allow her to go 

home, but I can tell you right now, if she does not come back 

tomorrow, she will be taken into custody.  All right?  Thank 

you.  That's all I needed to instruct you.  

MS. DAMONNI CLAYTON:  What time? 

THE COURT:  Huh?

MS. DAMONNI CLAYTON:  What time?  

THE COURT:  The subpoena -- what did the subpoena state?  

MS. LIVESAY:  It says come back at 8:30.  The subpoena 

says 8:30.  

THE COURT:  8:30 tomorrow morning. 

MS. DAMONNI CLAYTON:  Is that it?  

THE COURT:  That's it.  

MS. DAMONNI CLAYTON:  All right.  

THE COURT:  Thank you. 

All right?  

MS. LIVESAY:  Yes, sir, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Anything further from the State?  

MS. LIVESAY:  No, sir.  The other witnesses are in the 

back, but I believe they are coming back tomorrow at 9:30.  
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Am I correct on that?  

THE COURT:  Well, I'm sure they -- if they were in the 

courtroom, they heard my instruction too.  

If you're under subpoena, that's what the law does -- 

what the law says, is that you have to comply with the 

subpoena.  If not, you can be taken into custody until you've 

been released.  Okay?  

MS. LIVESAY:  Thank you, Judge. 

THE COURT:  Thank you very much.  

Anything else from the State before we break for the day?  

MS. LIVESAY:  This is for the other witness. 

THE COURT:  Oh, for the one that did not appear today?  

MS. LIVESAY:  Yes, sir. 

THE COURT:  All right.  

(Document handed to the Court.)  

MS. LIVESAY:  Thank you, Judge.  That's all we need. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Hoffmeyer, anything from 

Defendant Jackson before we recess?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Your Honor, just a reminder about those 

criminal histories from the State.  It's helpful to have them 

earlier.  

MS. LIVESAY:  For tomorrow's witnesses?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  There are other witnesses?  

THE COURT:  Well, I mean, I'm assuming that there is no 

other NCIC for any other witnesses tomorrow other than that. 
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MS. LIVESAY:  Lacey has got the other ones.  When she 

comes back in, I'll give him a copy. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  Because, I mean, the fact of the 

matter is, when you give it to them, I'm going to give them 

time to look at it.  

MS. LIVESAY:  That's fair.  

THE COURT:  So it's just going to delay -- the sooner you 

can get it to -- I know what the law requires and what the law 

states, but I'm still going to afford them the time they need 

to go through it and to prepare.  Okay?  

MS. LIVESAY:  Yes, sir. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Anything else, Mr. Hoffmeyer?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  No, sir.  Thank you very much. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Rigney? 

MR. RIGNEY:  One item, Your Honor.  The family of my 

client has requested that they be allowed to bring him lunch 

tomorrow.  Will you permit that?  

THE COURT:  Is there any security problem with them 

providing him with lunch?  

THE DEPUTY:  That's up to Transportation, Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  Do what? 

THE DEPUTY:  That's up to the Transportation Department. 

THE COURT:  I mean -- are they held here during lunch?  

THE DEPUTY:  Yes, sir. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  So it will be held here?  I don't have 
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an objection as long as courthouse security -- I don't know 

what the requirements are for courthouse security. 

MR. RIGNEY:  We have discussed that with the deputy. 

THE DEPUTY:  There's a time constraint, Your Honor, just 

because lunch is never -- we never know when it's going to be.  

You know, it could be 11:30; it could be 1:00.  So if we have 

the order at a certain time, it could be cold by the time they 

get it.  We can't guarantee it will be hot. 

THE COURT:  Well -- and I understand that.  I 

understand it might -- I can't guarantee that he's going to 

get a hot lunch or a cold lunch or whatever, but...

THE DEPUTY:  And subject to search, obviously. 

THE COURT:  Yeah.  In other words, courthouse security 

will have to take a look at it and search at it.  If in it's 

any bags or plates or Tupperware, they're going to have to 

search it first.  But if y'all don't have an objection, I 

don't have an objection to it.  Okay?  

MR. RIGNEY:  We're fully aware of the requirement of it 

being searched. 

THE COURT:  All right.  That will be sufficient. 

MR. RIGNEY:  Thank you, Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  Thank you.  Anything else, Mr. Rigney?  

MR. RIGNEY:  No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right.  We'll be in recess.  I have got 

the jury coming in at 9:15.  I'm going to try to take the 
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bench right at 9:30, if we can.  All right?  

MS. LIVESAY:  Thank you, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you very much.

(The trial adjourned for the day at 5:00 p.m.)  
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P R O C E E D I N G S 

(The trial resumed at 9:39 a.m. as follows:)

(State's Exhibits 151 to 154, CSI Davis Video/Thumb Drive 

was marked for identification.)

THE COURT:  All right.  Are we ready?  

MS. LIVESAY:  We're ready. 

THE COURT:  Anything from the State before we bring the 

jury in? 

MS. LIVESAY:  No, sir. 

THE COURT:  Anything from the Defendant Jackson?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Your Honor, I don't know if it's 

necessary; it's in the Court's discretion.  There's been a lot 

of publicity about the case.  I don't know if the jurors need 

to be questioned related to if they've heard anything, seen 

anything, read anything.  

THE COURT:  I typically -- I just give them the warning:  

Don't watch anything, don't do anything.  If anything comes to 

your attention, let me know, I'll check into it.  But, 

generally, I don't question them unless you have got something 

to indicate that they have. 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  No, sir, I don't have anything in 

particular. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Rigney, anything before we 

bring the jury in? 

MR. RIGNEY:  No, Your Honor. 
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THE COURT:  All right.  Let's bring the jury in. 

(The jury entered the courtroom at 9:44 a.m.) 

THE COURT:  All right, ladies and gentlemen.  Welcome 

back.  I hope everybody had a good evening.  We're ready to 

resume the trial of the case.  Before we do so, I want to 

thank you for being prompt; that's of great assistance to the 

Court.  I also want to remind you that if you inadvertently 

brought a phone or communication device into the courtroom, 

turn it off now completely.  

We're ready to resume with the trial of the case.  We're 

in the State's case.  

State can call your next witness. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Thank you, Your Honor.  At this time, the 

State is going to call Shakira Hickson to the stand.  

SHAKIRA HICKSON,

after having been duly sworn, was examined and testified 

to as follows: 

THE CLERK:  If I could you to state your name and then 

spell your last name for the Court. 

THE WITNESS:  Shakira Hickson, H-i-c-k-s-o-n.  

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q Ms. Hickson, if you don't mind, tell these folks where 

you're from.

A I'm from Olanta. 
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Q And where are you currently living?

A Lake City. 

Q Okay.  And are you in school or working?

A No, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  Are you currently married?  Any kids? 

A Yeah, I have a child. 

Q Okay.  And is it a boy or a girl?

A A girl. 

Q And how old is she?

A She's eight months. 

Q Okay.  And do you know why we're here today?

A Yes.  Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And do you know the defendants Tai'Yuan Jackson 

and Jerelle Hickson?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And go ahead and tell these folks how you know the 

defendants.  

A Tai'Yuan Jackson is actually my cousin.  And Jerelle is 

too. 

Q I'm sorry.  Say that again.  I was messing with the 

microphone.  I apologize.  

A Tai'Yuan Jackson is my cousin.  And also Jerelle is my 

cousin too. 

Q Okay.  And are those the two guys sitting over there?

A Yes, ma'am. 
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Q Okay.  Which one is Tai'Yuan Jackson?

A Right there. 

Q What he's wearing?

A A white shirt with a bow tie. 

Q Okay.  And which one is Jerelle Hickson?

A Over there. 

Q Okay.  And is he wearing any kind of tie?

A No, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And have you known those boys your whole life?

A I know them for -- yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And did you come to Myrtle Beach with them in 

April of 2022?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And if you don't mind, tell these folks who all 

came to the beach in April of 2022 with y'all.  

A It was just me and my siblings and T.J., Quan and, like, 

Relle and, like, Jerm and, like, T.J. girlfriend and her 

cousins and her sister. 

Q Okay.  And where did y'all stay?

A I don't remember the name of the place. 

Q But was it like an Airbnb?

A Yeah, it was like an Airbnb, yeah, something like that. 

Q Okay.  And -- so it was like a condo at the beach?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And what cars did y'all take to drive up there?
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A We all had a ride in T.J. truck. 

Q I'm sorry.  What now?

A We had a ride in T.J. truck.  

Q Okay.  And what kind of truck is it?

A I think -- I don't remember the name of the truck. 

Q Okay.

A I just know it's a truck. 

Q And so did you ride in T.J.'s truck?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And what color was his truck?

A It was like a gold -- I would probably say, like, a gold 

truck. 

Q Like what color?

A Like gold or something like that. 

Q A gold color? 

A Something like that.

Q Okay.  And were there any other vehicles that came up 

here with y'all?

A His -- the other vehicle that came was Quan's vehicle and 

T.J. girlfriend's vehicle.  Shyra. 

Q Okay.  So you drove up with T.J. in the gold Tahoe?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And Quan, which was somebody else that came with y'all, 

he had what kind of vehicle?

A It was the same truck.  It was, like, the same truck. 
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Q Okay.  And what color was it?

A It was black. 

Q Okay.  And you said a third young lady came as well.  Who 

was that?

A Her name was Shyra. 

Q Okay.  And what kind of car did she have?

A I think it was a white Honda.  I think. 

Q Okay.  And did all of y'all stay at the Airbnb in Myrtle 

Beach?

A We did. 

Q Okay.  And if you don't mind, tell these folks why y'all 

were down here.

A Oh, we was on the beach.  It was spring break, so we came 

down here, you know, just to have fun. 

Q Okay.  Now, how old were you then?  Because this happened 

back in 2022.

A Oh, I can't remember.  I'm 22 right now.  So I'm probably 

like -- probably like -- probably like 20, 21 something like 

that. 

Q 20, 21?

A Yeah, something like that. 

Q And when y'all came up here, about how many days did you 

stay in Myrtle Beach?

A I actually came -- well, we actually came that Thursday, 

and we stayed until that Sunday, yes, ma'am.
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Q Okay.  And what did y'all while you were in Myrtle Beach?

A Party. 

Q Okay.  That sounds fair enough.

A Mm-hmm. 

Q And while you -- while y'all were in Myrtle Beach, 

something happened; correct?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And that something is why we're here today; right?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And if you don't mind, tell these folks what 

happened.

A I really don't remember what happened because me and my 

siblings, we was in the truck, so I didn't get to -- I didn't 

see anything. 

Q Okay.  Did you hear anything?

A No, I didn't hear anything. 

Q Did you hear any gunshots?

A I did. 

Q I'm sorry?

A I did. 

Q You did hear gunshots?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And where were y'all when you heard the gunshots?

A Me and my siblings was in the truck. 

Q Okay.  In the truck in a parking lot?
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A Yeah, it was in a parking lot. 

Q Okay.  And what truck were you in?

A We was in Tai'Yuan truck. 

Q I'm sorry?

A We was in Tai'Yuan truck. 

Q Tai'Yuan's truck?

A I meant Tai'Yuan, yeah.  T.J. 

Q It's okay.  So you're in a parking lot and you were in 

Tai'Yuan's truck when you heard the gunshots?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  Now, who was in the truck with you?

A During that time, it was me and my siblings.  Well, me 

and my sisters. 

Q Okay.  And what is your siblings' names?

A Zay and Wilasia. 

Q Okay.  And who else was in the truck with y'all?

A Then my cousin, Keston, he was in the truck with us.  He 

drove us all. 

Q Okay.  And is he the one that drove the truck?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  If you don't mind, these names are hard to keep up 

with, so I'm going to get the pad and write them out.  Okay?  

Now, while she's getting that, Ms. Hickson -- so what 

were y'all doing leading up to being -- parking in the parking 

lot?
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A We were just chilling.  We was just going out there in 

the parking lot just to chill.  That's it. 

Q Just kind of riding around?

A Mm-hmm.  Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And were y'all riding around the strip?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And that's kind of a popular place at spring 

break?

A Mm-hmm.  Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And what vehicles were riding around the strip 

before you parked in the parking lot?

A What you mean?

Q Were you riding in the gold Tahoe?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  You were in the gold Tahoe riding around?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And was the black Tahoe, Quan's Tahoe, riding around?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And Shyra's white four-door car riding around?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  

MS. LIVESAY:  If you don't mind, just put that up there, 

gold Tahoe.  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q And you say that Tahoe belonged to Tai'Yuan?
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A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And I'm going to let you see this because, if she 

writes something wrong, I want you to correct it.  Okay?  Let 

her write it first; then you can see it.

And you say -- is that correct?

A Yes, ma'am, that's correct. 

Q Okay.  And you said also the black Tahoe?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  

MS. LIVESAY:  Could you write "black Tahoe."  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q And who did the black Tahoe belong to?

A LiQuan. 

Q Okay.  And what's LiQuan's last name?

A Hickson. 

Q I'm sorry, baby?

A Hickson.

Q Okay.  

MS. LIVESAY:  Show her that, if you don't mind. 

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q Is that accurate?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  Thank you.

And one other car was riding around; correct?

A Yes, ma'am. 
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Q And who did that car belong to?

A Shyra. 

Q And is that just a four-door vehicle?

A Yes, ma'am.  

MS. LIVESAY:  If you don't mind, kind of lower down, put 

"four-door."  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q Was it light in color?  Dark in color?

A It was like a light in color. 

Q I'm sorry?  

A Like a light -- 

Q Like a lighter color?

A Yeah. 

Q Okay.  And that belonged to Shyra?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Do you know Shyra's last name?

A No, ma'am.  

MS. LIVESAY:  She don't know her last name.  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q Is this correct here?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And y'all -- hold on.  Hold tight.  So y'all were all 

riding around before you got to the parking lot?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  So when y'all were riding around before you got to 
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the parking lot, who was all in the gold Tahoe?

A Me, my sisters and Keston. 

Q Who?

A Keston. 

Q Okay.  Who was driving the gold Tahoe?

A T.J. 

Q And who else did you say?  Because she's got to write it 

down.  

A It was Zay -- Z-a-y, yeah.  And Wilasia.  It's 

W-i-l-a-s-i-a.

Q Okay.  So these were the people in the gold Tahoe riding 

around?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And who was in the black Tahoe riding around with 

y'all?

A It was, I think, Jake -- it was Jake and his sister.  Her 

name is Zzy.  It was Zzy.  Her name is Zzy.  Z-z-y.

Q Who was driving?

A Quan. 

Q Okay.  LiQuan was driving, so -- 

A And Relle was in the car too.  In the black car.  In the 

back -- 

Q You said Jerelle was in the car?

A Yeah, he was in the back.  

Q Okay.  
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A And Jerm. 

Q What's his full name?  Do you know?  You just know him by 

Jerm?  So J-e-r-m?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And were there any men in Shyra's car?

A No, ma'am. 

Q So just all -- 

A It was all girls.  

Q -- girls with Shyra?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And do you remember if Nikera was in the car with 

her?

A Yes, she was. 

Q Okay.  She was in the car with her.  

MS. LIVESAY:  So let's put Nikera -- 

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q And then -- just some other ladies?

A Yeah, just some other ladies.

Q Okay.  And this -- if you don't mind -- so this is the 

crowd that was riding around before you parked in the parking 

lot?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  

MS. LIVESAY:  Can you put, at the top, "before parking 

lot."  
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BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q Is that fair to say?

A Mm-hmm. 

Q Before y'all got to the parking lot.

And these are the people that went to the parking lot; 

correct?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And the parking lot is where the shooting happened?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And just so we can be clear, while Ms. Miller is 

up here, I want to talk now -- who was in the car when you 

left?  So the shooting happens; right?  And you leave?  And 

you say you left in the gold Tahoe.  If you don't mind, tell 

us who left in the gold Tahoe with you.  

MS. LIVESAY:  If you don't mind, just flip that up and 

we're going to do -- 

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q And I'm going to write, "After shooting."  Is that fair 

to say?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  So who left in the gold Tahoe?

A Me, Zay and Wilasia and Keston. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Show it to her, if you don't mind.  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q Is that correct?
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A Mm-hmm.  And Wilasia.

Q So these are the people that left the parking lot in the 

gold Tahoe after the shooting.  Who was driving?

A Keston. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Okay.  If you don't mind, just put 

parentheses beside Keston's name, driving.  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q Okay.  And the black Tahoe left as well?

A Yeah, but I don't remember who was all in that one. 

Q Okay.  But these are the only people in the gold Tahoe?

A Mm-hmm. 

Q Okay.  And after -- but the black Tahoe did leave; 

correct?

A Yes, ma'am.  

MS. LIVESAY:  If you don't mind, put "black Tahoe" up 

there. 

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q Okay.  And you don't know who was in the black Tahoe?

A I can't remember. 

Q Okay.  But you know that these are the only people in the 

gold Tahoe?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  That's fair enough.

And where did y'all go after the shooting?

A We just went back to the condo, or the Airbnb. 
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Q Okay.  And did everybody come back to the Airbnb?

A Yes, ma'am. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Flip that -- I'm sorry.  Back.  Back.  

Bring the other page up.  Thank you, ma'am.

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q So all the people on this sheet of paper came back to the 

Airbnb afterwards?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Now -- so y'all are all riding around together; correct?  

Somehow you end up in the parking lot.  And you hear gunshots?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And am I correct that you were in the gold Tahoe?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Do you hear the gunshots?

A Mm-hmm. 

Q Okay.  Was your -- the car you hit -- this gold Tahoe, 

was it hit with any of the bullets?

A No, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And the black Tahoe, did you see the black Tahoe 

after the shooting?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And was the black Tahoe hit with any bullets?

A No, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  Now, let me ask you something.  I'm going to show 

you now what's been marked as State's 42 and 43.  
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MR. HOFFMEYER:  Your Honor, we are going to have a matter 

of law at some point related to this. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Ladies and gentlemen, I'm going 

to excuse you back to the jury room while we address this 

matter of law.  And I tell you why we do that.  It's not that 

we're trying to hide anything from the jury or keep anything 

from the jury, but as I told you in the opening charges, you 

and you alone decide the facts of this case, and you decide 

those facts based upon the testimony of the witnesses and any 

other evidence that is introduced.  I decide the law to be 

applied.  

Well, a question has come up regarding the law to be 

applied.  Often, when we discuss the law, it requires the 

attorneys and me, as the judge, to reference factual issues.  

Well, what we say is not evidence and so we don't want you to 

be influenced by anything that I say or anything the attorneys 

say when we discuss the law.  We don't want that to influence 

your decision as to what the facts are.  And that's why we 

excuse you to the jury room.

In any event, it will give you an opportunity to stretch 

your legs, get something to drink, whatever the case may be.  

It will be a very short break, and we'll bring you back in 

just a couple of minutes.  Thanks very much.  

(The jury exited the courtroom at 10:03 a.m.)

MATTER OF LAW
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THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Hoffmeyer. 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Yes, sir, Your Honor.  I think -- and we 

kind of have to try and foretell what might happen, but I 

think that the State is going to seek to introduce this 

photograph, which is currently marked as State's Exhibit 

No. 44 -- and I'll show it to the Court. 

THE COURT:  All right.  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  And, Judge, I understand that the State 

wants to identify the individuals, which they can certainly 

do, and the State wants to have evidence put in this record 

about what the individuals were wearing, and they can 

certainly do that too.  But there are ways to do it without 

this type of photograph coming into evidence.  This particular 

photograph, State's Exhibit No. 45, shows my client in -- 

THE COURT:  Well, excuse me -- excuse me.  I thought you 

just said State's Exhibit 44. 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Oh.  I -- 

MS. LIVESAY:  It's two different markings. 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Apparently, Judge -- I apologize.  42 is 

a smaller -- 

THE COURT:  Wait, wait, wait.  Now we're talking 42.  

What are the exhibits you are arguing against?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  I apologize.  42 and 43. 

THE COURT:  So not 44 or 45?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  I haven't seen 44 and 45. 
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THE COURT:  Well, you just stated 44 and 45. 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  I apologize.  I just misstated the 

exhibit number. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  So those -- we're talking about 

State's Exhibit 42 and State's Exhibit 43?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Yes, sir, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  All right.  Go ahead. 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  So, Judge, as we look at State's Exhibit 

No. 43, which is a blow-up of State's Exhibit No. 42, it shows 

my client in a green outfit.  But in addition, it shows him 

what appears to be pointing a gun with his hand and waving.  

Likewise, it shows an individual in front of my client, I 

believe who is Keston Fulmore, pretending to point a gun.  

Then it shows another individual, who I believe is Jeremiah 

Conner, who is making a profane gesture with both of his 

hands.  Then it shows whom I think the State will claim is 

Relle Hickson, with a bottle of liquor in his left hand and a 

gun in his pocket with a clip that's extending out.  And then, 

on the back, I believe there's an individual who I think is 

Jake (ph) Hickson, or another individual, who appears to be 

acting as if he's shooting something as well, some type of 

gun.

So, Judge, I think this photograph is highly prejudicial.  

And its probative value, I think, relates to the State wanting 

to indicate who the individuals are and what they are wearing.  
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Well, there will be evidence of what they're wearing and who 

they are without this highly prejudicial photograph, that 

being State's Exhibit No. 42 and State's Exhibit No. 43. 

THE COURT:  All right.  What's the State's position?  

MS. LIVESAY:  The State's position is this photograph was 

taken in Myrtle Beach at the Airbnb just hours before the 

murder.  And it does show what they're wearing, and it shows 

what they're wearing at the time of the murder, and it also 

shows what they're wearing when they arrive back at the 

Airbnb.  They're also wearing the same outfit on the Ring 

camera.  There's no other way to show what they are wearing at 

8:00 and then again what they're wearing at 12:00 without this 

photograph.  That's number one.

It's extremely probative because, clearly, when you look 

at this photograph, Judge, they are very distinct.  This guy 

is wearing all green.  When you see him walking around on the 

Events Parking lot, which is where the shooting happened, that 

green outfit basically fluoresces because of the color.  The 

other young man is wearing an all-black outfit, which is also 

distinctive when they're out there in the parking lot as well 

as when they arrive back into the Airbnb.

Now, this green outfit was recovered.  Okay?  This green 

outfit was then tested for GSR, and of course it came back 

positive on the shirt and the pants.  So the State has to 

prove that he was wearing that outfit that night at the time 
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of the shooting.  This photograph puts him wearing the outfit 

before, during, after the shooting.  The outfit was then later 

collected.

So the shooting happens at 1:30 a.m. on the 24th.  They 

are stopped later in the day by the police department where 

the car is searched, and this same outfit is recovered, 

tested, and lo and behold, GSR is both on the pants and the 

shirt.  So it's extremely probative.  And it also puts them at 

the Airbnb.  We're going to see Ring camera footage from the 

Airbnb.  So this location is going to be important.  This 

clothing is going to be vital to the State's case.

And, you know, at the end of the day, he is pointing a 

gun -- or he's doing his hand like he's pointing a gun.  And 

the other co-defendant, Jerelle Hickson, has a gun in his 

pocket.  But at the end of the day, we have them charged with 

murder.  And murder requires premeditation.  It requires 

malice.  It requires a state of mind.

This photograph is just hours -- hours prior to them 

firing 28 shots into the parking lot and killing a 17-year-old 

young man.

So this photograph is extremely probative to the case. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Anything in reply?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Your Honor, when it comes to the 

clothing, I believe the State is going to have Ring camera 

footage that shows my client wearing that after the shooting, 
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and I believe they're going to have testimony about what he's 

wearing before the shooting.  So they have evidence of that 

without this highly prejudicial photograph.

As far as this theory that because they are flashing 

signs, that that was pre- -- meant some type of premeditation 

for a shooting later I think is quite a leap and highly 

prejudicial.  And quite frankly, unfortunately, you go on the 

internet or Instagram or whatever, and kids are flashing all 

kind of signs in those photographs. 

THE COURT:  All right.  I'm going to overrule your 

objection and I'll allow it. 

MR. RIGNEY:  Your Honor, I just want to make sure that -- 

THE COURT:  Yes, sir. 

MR. RIGNEY:  I'm joining in this objection and I agree 

with what Mr. Hoffmeyer has said.  This is so prejudicial to 

my client because of the weapon that they have in his pocket.  

And the probative value with respect to my client is so low, 

in my opinion, because this is many hours before the incident 

took place which the State is alleging these people were 

involved in. 

THE COURT:  All right.  I overrule the objection.  I 

think the probative value outweighs the prejudicial effect.  

I'll allow it.  

MS. LIVESAY:  Thank you, Judge. 

THE COURT:  Thank you.
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Anything from the State before we bring the jury in? 

MS. LIVESAY:  No, sir. 

THE COURT:  Mr. Hoffmeyer?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  No, sir, Judge.

THE COURT:  Mr. Rigney?  

MR. RIGNEY:  No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Let's bring the jury back in.  

(The jury entered the courtroom at 10:12 a.m.)

CONTINUED DIRECT EXAMINATION

THE COURT:  Ladies and gentlemen, welcome back. 

Ms. Livesay, you can continue with your direct 

examination. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Thank you, Your Honor.  At this time, the 

State is going to show Ms. Hickson State's Exhibits 42 and 43. 

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Ms. Hickson, first of all, I'm going to ask you to look 

at State's Exhibit 42.  Do you recognize that picture?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And, in fact, your handwriting is on that picture?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And your handwriting is identifying each 

individual in the picture?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And that's State's Exhibit 42.

Is State's Exhibit 43 the same photograph?
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A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  

MS. LIVESAY:  Your Honor, at this time, the State wishes 

to put State's Exhibit 42 and 43 into evidence and publish it 

to the jury. 

THE COURT:  All right.  State's Exhibits 42 and 43 are 

admitted into evidence over Defendant's objection.  

(State's Exhibit Nos. 42 and 43 were received into 

evidence.) 

MS. LIVESAY:  Thank you.

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Ms. Hickson, do you mind stepping down with me? 

MS. LIVESAY:  Do you mind, Judge?  

THE COURT:  As long as she's by a microphone where the 

court reporter can pick up her testimony. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Thank you.

Ms. Bobbi, if you can't hear, let me know.

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Now, Ms. Hickson, first of all, I'm going to show them 

State's Evidence No. 42; correct?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And you have seen State's Evidence No. 42?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And that's your handwriting?

A Mm-hmm. 
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Q Okay.  And that's you identifying each of the people in 

the picture?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  So let me show these folks that first.

Ms. Hickson, let me jump right in front of you if you 

don't mind.  Thank you. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Now, if you don't mind -- Lacey, do we have 

some sticky notes?  Thank you.  I appreciate it. 

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q Ms. Hickson, do you want to hold this?  Okay.  If you 

don't mind, who is this guy in the green?

A That's T.J. 

THE COURT:  Wait a minute.  There was some rustling with 

the microphone.  I couldn't hear you.  Please say it again. 

THE WITNESS:  Oh.  It was Tai'Yuan. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  

MS. LIVESAY:  Did you hear that, Judge?  

THE COURT:  Yes. 

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q So the guy in the green is Tai'Yuan Jackson?

A Yes. 

Q Now, Ms. Hickson, if you don't mind, who is this?

A That's Keston. 

Q Now, who is this guy here?

A That's Relle. 
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Q And who is this?

A Quan. 

Q LiQuan?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And how about this young man here?

A Jerm. 

Q J-e-r-m?  

And we have got one more guy.  Who is this?

A Jake.  

Q Jake?  

A Jake, yeah.

Q Now, let me ask you something:  Tai'Yuan Jackson, that's 

the defendant that you just identified?

A Yes, ma'am. 

MS. LIVESAY:  If you don't mind, put "defendant."  

"D-e-f" is sufficient.  

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q And this is Jerelle Hickson, and this is the other 

defendant?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And in the background, what is this?

A I guess that's the condo. 

THE COURT:  I'm sorry?  I couldn't hear you.  

THE WITNESS:  I guess that's the condo. 

BY MS. LIVESAY:
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Q Okay.  And that's where y'all were staying when you were 

here in Myrtle Beach?

A Yes, we were staying in there. 

Q I'm going to show this to the jurors, if you don't mind, 

Ms. Hickson.  

MS. LIVESAY:  I'm going to cut right in front of you, if 

you don't mind.  

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Ms. Hickson, if you don't mind, have a seat back over 

there.  I have a few more questions for you.  Thank you.

Now, Ms. Hickson, we have talked before today; correct?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And you saw that picture before today?

A Mm-hmm.

Q Correct?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And you identified the individuals in the picture; 

correct?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And I also showed you some video footage; correct?

A Mm-hmm.  Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And you didn't even realize probably y'all were on 

camera everywhere you went; is that right? 

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  But after we met, you knew that?
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A Mm-hmm.  Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And, in fact, one of the videos I showed you was 

y'all riding around the strip; correct?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And did you identify everybody's truck in the 

strip?

A Mm-hmm.  Yes, ma'am. 

THE COURT:  I'm sorry.  You're going to need to speak up 

louder and speak into the microphone.  Okay?  

THE WITNESS:  Okay. 

THE COURT:  Thank you. 

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q So it showed the gold Tahoe?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Showed the black Tahoe?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Showed the white car with Shyra?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And it showed y'all riding around prior to going 

to the parking lot?

A Yes. 

Q Kind of having a good time; right?

A Yeah. 

Q Okay.  And in fact, it shows y'all pulling into the 

parking lot?
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A Yeah.  Yes, ma'am. 

Q And after I showed you that, you identified all the 

vehicles?

A Mm-hmm.  Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And you knew that you were in the gold Tahoe?

A Yeah. 

Q Okay.  And after I showed you the video, I asked you to 

initial; correct?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And I told you that was so you knew, when I showed 

you today, it was the same thing that I had showed you before.  

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And what I showed you before was indeed y'all 

riding around Myrtle Beach?

A Yeah. 

Q Now, Ms. Shyra [sic], I'm going to show you State's 

Exhibit No. 62.  I want you first -- before we do all this, 

are these your initials?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And you initialed this after I showed you the 

video; correct?

A Yeah. 

Q And the video showed you and your friends riding around 

in Myrtle Beach?

A Yes, ma'am. 
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Q And it showed y'all in the truck you were in?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And you initialed it saying, hey, that's us riding 

around, that's what happened?

A Yes. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Your Honor, at this time, the State wishes 

to put State's Exhibit No. 62 into evidence and publish it to 

the jury. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  Objection?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  No objection from Mr. Jackson, Your 

Honor. 

THE COURT:  Mr. Rigney?  

MR. RIGNEY:  No objection, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  State's Exhibit 62 admitted into evidence 

without objection.

(State's Exhibit No. 62 was received into evidence.) 

MS. LIVESAY:  Thank you, Your Honor.  

And can I have her step -- which TV are we using?  Can I 

have her step down, Judge?  

THE COURT:  All right.  As long as she's by the 

microphone where the court reporter can pick up her testimony.  

MS. LIVESAY:  I'm going to need you to talk loud for me.  

Are you good right there?  

THE WITNESS:  Yeah. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Just make sure you talk into the 
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microphone.

Okay.  Can you hit "play."  

(Video plays.) 

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Now, Ms. Hickson, do you recognize that vehicle? 

A Yes. 

Q And who does that vehicle belong to?

A LiQuan. 

Q Okay.  And is that the vehicle y'all brought up here?

A Yes, ma'am. 

(Video continues to play.)  

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q They look like they're dancing in the passenger seat, 

don't they?

(Video continues to play.) 

MS. LIVESAY:  Hit "pause."  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q Do you recognize the second truck?

A Yes. 

Q And whose truck is that?

A That's T.J. truck. 

Q I'm sorry?

A That's T.J. truck. 

Q Okay.  And is that the truck you were in?

A Yes. 
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Q Okay.  And who was driving that truck at that time?

A T.J. 

Q I'm sorry?

A T.J. 

Q Okay.  And it looks like there are some stickers on the 

back of this truck; is that right? 

A Yes.  Yes. 

Q Okay.  

(Video continues to play.)

MS. LIVESAY:  Hit "pause" for me.  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q And this is T.J.'s truck?

A Yes. 

Q And there are stickers on the back of that truck; 

correct?

A Yes.

(Video continues to play.)  

MS. LIVESAY:  Stop for me.  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q And whose car is this?

A That was Shyra car. 

Q Okay.  And this is y'all riding around on the strip?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And this time down here says 12:08.  Is that about 

when y'all were riding around, about midnight, a little after 
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midnight?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And this is prior to you going to the parking lot; 

correct?

A Yes. 

Q I'm sorry?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  

MS. LIVESAY:  Just hit "play" and let it play on out.  

(Video continues to play.)  

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Now, you said there were some stickers, correct, on the 

back of the cars?

A Yes. 

Q Okay. 

(Video continues to play.)  

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q So who is in this black truck right now?  Is it these 

folks here:  LiQuan Hickson, Jake, Zzy, Jerelle Hickson, and 

Jerm?

A Yes.  Yes.  

Q Okay.  So when we're -- I just don't want to hit you with 

my elbow.  

So in the black truck, a little after midnight, this 

truck here, Jerelle Hickson is in that truck?
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A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And that's the defendant, correct, one of them?

A Yes. 

Q I'm sorry?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And this is before y'all arrive to the parking 

lot?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  

(Video continues to play.)  

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Stop there.  So can you tell what these -- do you know 

what these stickers say or no?

A No. 

Q Okay.  And this gold Tahoe, are these people in the gold 

Tahoe?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And Tai'Yuan Jackson is in the gold Tahoe?

A Yes. 

Q And he's the defendant?

A Yes. 

Q And you're in the Tahoe with him?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.

(Video continues to play.)  
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BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q And do you know what any of these stickers say?

A No. 

Q Okay.  They're just on the back of the car?

A Yes.

Q Okay.  

(Video continues to play.)  

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q And then the white car is Shyra, and she's with y'all as 

well; correct?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And this is before the parking lot?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  

(Video continues to play.)  

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Now, is this -- this is the parking lot? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And is this the gold Tahoe parked in the parking 

lot?

A Yes. 

Q I'm sorry?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And that's the gold Tahoe that these people were 

in?
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A Yes. 

Q And all these people were in the Tahoe at the time right 

here?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  Including Tai'Yuan Jackson?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And this time down here now is around 1:24 a.m.  

Does that sound about right to you?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  A little after midnight?

A Yeah. 

Q Okay.  And can you see LiQuan's Tahoe here at the end?

A I really can't -- I really see it. 

Q Come closer if you don't mind.  

Can you see it now?

A A little bit. 

Q A little bit? 

THE COURT:  I'm sorry.  We can't hear over here. 

THE WITNESS:  A little bit. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  

MS. LIVESAY:  Judge, just let us know if you can't hear. 

THE COURT:  I can't. 

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q So LiQuan's Tahoe is the black one on the end; correct?

A Yes. 
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Q Okay.  And this is T.J.'s Tahoe?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And in the parking lot -- you're in the parking 

lot; correct?

A Yes. 

Q T.J.'s in the parking lot?

A Yes. 

Q And Jerelle was in the parking lot?

A Yes.  

THE COURT:  Hold for a second.  Our court reporter needs 

to get over there where she can hear and take everything down.

All right.  You can go ahead now.

(Video continues to play.) 

MS. LIVESAY:  Stop.  

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Do you see T.J. here in this all-green outfit?

A Yes. 

Q Same outfit that he was wearing in the picture?

A Yes. 

THE COURT:  Got to speak up. 

THE WITNESS:  Yes. 

THE COURT:  All right.  

(Video continues to play.) 

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Now, Ms. Hickson, does that show y'all leaving the 
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parking lot out there in the parking lot? 

A Yes.

Q Okay.  And I've got one more thing.  Hold on.  Hold tight 

so Ms. Bobbi doesn't have to move again.

Now, I'm going to play it for another second.  The police 

show up and all that, but y'all weren't there when the police 

showed up?

A No. 

Q Y'all had already left?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And did anybody in your car call the police?

A No, ma'am. 

Q Did anybody, to your knowledge, in your group, call the 

police?

A No. 

Q Okay.  Now -- 

MS. LIVESAY:  You can stop there. 

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q Now, I showed you another view of this parking lot; 

correct?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And it shows y'all arriving to the parking lot; 

correct?

A Yes. 

Q And it shows you parking in the parking lot; correct?
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A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And y'all are out there hanging around?

A Yes. 

Q And then it shows y'all leaving?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And after I showed it to you, you said, "Yeah, 

that's us"?

A Yeah. 

Q And that was that night; correct?

A Yes. 

Q And I asked you to initial -- and I put it in this 

envelope; right?

A Yes. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Your Honor, at this time, the State wishes 

to put State's Exhibit No. 45 into evidence and publish it to 

the jury. 

THE COURT:  Any objection? 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  No objection from Defendant Jackson, Your 

Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right.  

MR. RIGNEY:  No objection, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  State's Exhibit 45 admitted into evidence 

without objection.

(State's Exhibit No. 45 was received into evidence.) 

MS. LIVESAY:  Judge, can we turn the light down just a 
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hair, just to see the TV better?  If we can't, we can't. 

THE CLERK:  I can try, but...  

THE COURT:  We can try, but the last time we did it, it 

wouldn't come back on.  

MS. LIVESAY:  I mean, I don't want to be in the dark with 

y'all.  But -- if we can dim it.  If there's a way to dim it.  

If we can't, we can't.

THE COURT:  Let's try not to.  Let's just go ahead.  

MS. LIVESAY:  Okay.

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q So let me ask you something:  Do you recognize this 

Tahoe?

A Yes. 

Q And is that the Tahoe that Tai'Yuan Jackson is driving?

A Yes. 

Q And is that the one you're in?

A Yes, ma'am.

MS. LIVESAY:  Do you want to stand right over there?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Oh, thank you. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Hit "play" for me.  

(Video plays.) 

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q And tell these folks -- who is this coming up behind?  

A Quan. 

Q Okay.  
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(Video continues to play.)  

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Now, is this -- this is a pretty big crowd in the parking 

lot, huh?

A Yes. 

Q Yes?

A Yes. 

THE COURT:  There's not a microphone over there anywhere 

she can speak into? 

(Pause in the proceedings.) 

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q Okay.  So this is T.J. and you're in the car with T.J., 

and this is Quan?

A Yes.  Yes. 

THE COURT:  I don't know if that's working or not.  

Just -- as long as you speak as loudly as you are right now, I 

can hear you.  Just, as the questioning goes on, your voice 

getting softer and softer and softer and softer.  Just make a 

conscientious attempt to continue to speak with some volume.  

Okay?  

THE WITNESS:  Okay.

THE COURT:  All right.  Go ahead.

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q And which car is Jerelle Hickson in?

A He was in the car with Quan. 
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Q Okay.  So he's in the black one?

A Yes. 

Q And T.J. is driving this one?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  

(Video continues to play.)  

MS. LIVESAY:  Hit "stop" for me.  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q And is this T.J. pulling into this parking spot?

A Yes. 

(Video continues to play.)

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q And whose black Tahoe is this?

A That's Quan's. 

Q Okay.  So this is Quan?

A Yes. 

Q And this is the vehicle Jerelle Hickson was in?

A Yes. 

Q And this is T.J.'s truck?

A Yes. 

Q And that was the car he was in?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  

(Video continues to play.)  

MS. LIVESAY:  Stop there. 
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BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q This boy here in the red and the white, who is that?

A It looks like Jake.

THE COURT STENOGRAPHER:  I'm sorry?  

THE WITNESS:  It looks like Jake.  

MS. LIVESAY:  Hold on one second.  

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q You're saying it looks like this guy here?

A Yes.  Yes. 

Q Okay.  

(Video continues to play.)  

MS. LIVESAY:  Stop here for me.  

Go ahead.  Keep playing it.  

(Video continues to play.) 

MS. LIVESAY:  Stop. 

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q Do you recognize this guy here in the all green?  Can you 

tell?

A Yes.

Q Who is it?

A T.J. 

Q Okay.  And do you see -- did you see the boy in all black 

standing beside him?

A I can't remember seeing him. 

Q Okay.
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(Video continues to play.) 

MS. LIVESAY:  Stop.  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q This gentleman here in the all black -- do you see that 

kind of emblem on the black sweatshirt?  Do you see that?

A Yes. 

Q And who is it?

A Looks like Relle. 

Q Who?

A Looks like Relle. 

Q Okay.  And when you say "Relle," you mean this guy right 

here?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  

(Video continues to play.)  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q And this is y'all still out there, LiQuan and T.J.; 

right?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  Y'all are still out there.  The time is around 

1:27 a.m.

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  

(Video continues to play.) 
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BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q And that's y'all taking off in that other Tahoe?

A Yes.

Q Thank you, ma'am.  

MS. LIVESAY:  Hold on.  Go back to 1:27.  Just hit 

"play."

(Video continues to play.) 

MS. LIVESAY:  All right.  Stop.  So time is 1:27:41.  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q Is this Quan's car lighting up?

A It looked like it. 

Q Looked like it?  And you kind of see the little sticker 

right there.  Do you see that?

A A little bit. 

Q Okay.  And the brake lights are on; correct?  

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And it's 1:27.  

(Video continues to play.) 

MS. LIVESAY:  Stop.  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q Now, T.J.'s lights come on; correct?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  So at 1:28:21, everybody is lighting up, cranking 

the car up.  Yes?

A Yes. 
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Q Okay.  

(Video continues to play.) 

MS. LIVESAY:  Stop it.  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q Who is this?

A I don't know.  I can't tell. 

Q I'm sorry?

A I said I can't tell. 

Q Okay.  

MS. LIVESAY:  Hit "play."  

(Video continues to play.) 

MS. LIVESAY:  Take it back again for me just to that 

part.  Right there.  Back a little more.  Right there for me.  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q I want you to watch this guy.  Tell me if you can tell 

who that is.

A I still can't tell. 

Q You can't tell?  Okay.  

(Video continues to play.) 

MS. LIVESAY:  Stop.  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q Who is in the Tahoe, in T.J.'s Tahoe, now?

A Just me and my siblings. 

THE COURT:  She's going to have to speak up.  I can't 

hear.  
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THE WITNESS:  Just me and my siblings. 

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Okay.  Is Keston in the car yet?

A I don't think so.  I can't remember. 

Q Okay.  So the car is cranked up.  Who cranked it up?

A I don't know. 

Q Okay.  But you would agree that the car is cranked up?

A Yeah, I see it. 

Q Okay.  

(Video continues to play.) 

MS. LIVESAY:  Stop.  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q Can you tell who this is, Ms. Hickson?

A I can't. 

Q Okay.  

(Video continues to play.) 

MS. LIVESAY:  Stop.  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q How about this guy here in all black with that emblem on 

the back of his sweatshirt, can you tell who that is?

A I can't see who that is.  

(Video continues to play.) 

MS. LIVESAY:  Stop.  Hit it back, if you can, at 1:29:17.  

A little bit more.  
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BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q Did you see that flash?

A No. 

Q Didn't see no flash?

A I can't see. 

(Video continues to play.)  

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Now, was your -- the Tahoe you were in, was that hit?

A No. 

Q Okay.  And was the black Tahoe hit?

A No. 

Q Okay.  And where did y'all go after you left the parking 

lot?

A We went back to the condo. 

Q All right.  

MS. LIVESAY:  Can I have that?  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q I'm showing you now State's Exhibit 63.  Now, after you 

met with me, you figured out that the apartment had a Ring 

camera.  

A Yes. 

Q Yes?

A Yes. 

Q And the Ring camera showed everybody coming and going?

A Yes. 
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Q Okay.  And it showed T.J., Relle and everybody else?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  In fact, it showed everybody coming back from the 

parking lot; correct?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And, in fact, you initialed.  

A Yes. 

Q And that's saying that indeed what's on that video was 

what was going on at the apartment?

A Yeah. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Your Honor, at this time, the State wishes 

to play State's Exhibit -- I'm sorry, put it into evidence and 

publish it to the jury -- No. 63. 

THE COURT:  Any objection? 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  No objection from Defendant Jackson. 

MR. RIGNEY:  No objection, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right.  State's Exhibit 63 admitted into 

evidence without objection.  

(State's Exhibit No. 63 was received into evidence.)  

(Video plays.) 

BY MS. LIVESAY:  

Q Who is that?

A Jerm.  

THE COURT:  Who? 

THE WITNESS:  Jerm. 
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(Video continues to play.)  

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Who is the guy in the red shorts?

A Jake. 

Q Who?

A Jake. 

Q Okay.  

(Video continues to play.)  

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Who is that?

A Relle. 

Q Okay.  So that's Jerelle Hickson, the defendant?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  

(Video continues to play.)  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q Who is that?

A That's T.J.

Q Okay.  That's Tai'Yuan Jackson?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  

(Video continues to play.)  

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Who is this guy?

A Look like Relle. 
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Q This one right here?

A Yes. 

Q Who is it?

A Look like Relle. 

Q Okay.  The defendant, Jerelle Hickson?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  

(Video continues to play.) 

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Who is that young lady?

A My sister. 

THE COURT:  Who? 

MS. LIVESAY:  Her sister.  

THE WITNESS:  My sister. 

THE COURT:  All right.  

(Video continues to play.) 

MS. LIVESAY:  Okay.  Start it back -- I just want to show 

one thing.  

(Video continues to play.) 

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Is this Jerelle with that face mask on?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And -- about 1:56, 2:00 in the morning?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And is this where everybody came back to after you 
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left the parking lot?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  

(Video continues to play.) 

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Can you tell who this is?

A Yes.

Q Who is it?

A It look like T.J. 

Q Okay.  So T.J., Relle.  Do you know these other guys?

A Yes. 

Q Who are they?

A Look like Quan.  But I can't tell who that is right there 

in front of the camera.  

Q Okay.  But no doubt this is T.J. Jackson here?

A Yes. 

Q And the other boy is Jerelle Hickson we saw with the face 

mask?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And this is the crowd coming back to the Airbnb 

after they left the parking lot?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And -- about 2:00 in the morning?

A Yes.  

MS. LIVESAY:  And if you don't mind, fast forward it 
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towards the end.  

(Video continues to play.) 

MS. LIVESAY:  Stop.  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q The time says 2:58 a.m., about 3:00; is that right?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And that's Sunday morning, early hours?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And this is Jerelle here?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  So everybody is wearing the same thing here that 

they were wearing in the parking lot?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And in that picture right there?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  Okay.  Now -- now it's Sunday morning; correct?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And when were y'all supposed to check out?

A Sunday -- Sunday morning.  It was Sunday morning.  I 

can't remember the time. 

Q Okay.  But did y'all leave Sunday morning?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And did everybody leave Sunday morning?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And when y'all left Sunday morning, was T.J. with 
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you?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  Was Jerelle Hickson with you?

A No. 

Q Why not?

A I don't know. 

Q Was he there when you woke up that morning?

A No. 

Q I'm sorry?

A No. 

Q Okay.  And had he been staying with y'all up and to this 

point?

A I can't remember.  I think he stayed with us probably 

about one night.  I can't remember. 

Q But you knew -- when you woke up, he was gone?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And what car did you get into to come back?

A I got in T.J.'s car. 

Q In the gold Tahoe?

A Yes. 

Q And what happened on the way back?  

A You're talking about when we're going back home?  

Q Yeah.  

A We went to the store and I guess we got stopped by the 

police at the store.  That's it.  
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I said we went to the store and the police stopped us at 

the store.  Well, they seen us at the store when we came to 

the store.  That's it. 

Q So on the way home, the police stopped you?

A Yes, when we was at the store.  Yeah.  

Q Okay.  And have you seen the video of the police stopping 

you?

A Yes. 

Q And are you on the video?

A Yes. 

Q Your sister is on the video?

A Yes. 

Q Everybody that was going home on the video?

A Yeah. 

Q And what you saw on the video, is that what happened?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And, in fact, you saw your sister crying, didn't 

you?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And you were trying to comfort her?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  Now, I'm going to show you -- 

MS. LIVESAY:  Can we take that out?  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q So these are your initials?
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A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And does this show the police stopping y'all?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And what's on this video is what happened out 

there?

A Yes. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Your Honor, at this time, the State wishes 

to place State's Exhibit 64 into evidence and play it for the 

jury. 

THE COURT:  Any objection? 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  No objection from Defendant Jackson. 

MR. RIGNEY:  No objection, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  State's Exhibit 64 admitted into evidence 

without objection. 

(State's Exhibit No. 64 was received into evidence.)

(Video plays.)  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q Is this the gas station y'all stopped at? 

A Yes. 

(Video continues to play.)  

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q That's the truck?

A Yes. 

Q And that's T.J.?

A Yes. 
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Q And who is the guy here?

A Keston. 

Q Is that the boy that drove the Tahoe from the parking 

lot?

A Yes. 

Q And how old is he?

A I don't know. 

Q Okay.  

(Video continues to play.)  

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Do you recognize this car here?

A Yes. 

Q Whose is it?

A That's Shyra car. 

Q Okay.  And how about the black Tahoe?

A Yes. 

Q Whose is this?

A That's Quan's. 

Q Okay.  And is -- are you with them now?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And T.J. is there; correct?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And Quan, the owner of the black truck?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  But not Jerelle Hickson?
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A No. 

Q Okay.  So this is the same three vehicles from, you know, 

1:00 in the morning?

A Yes. 

Q And now it looks like it's 13:11, which is 1:11.  

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  

(Video continues to play.) 

MS. LIVESAY:  Stop.  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q Do you see you in there?

A Yes. 

Q Which one are you? 

A The one right there with the lime green shirt on. 

Q Right here?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  

(Video continues to play.)  

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q So is this the same Tahoe y'all came in?

A Yes. 

Q It's the same Tahoe we saw riding around the strip?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And these are all the same folks; correct?

A Yes. 
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Q And this guy -- he's wearing red shorts now, but that's 

Tai'Yuan Jackson?

A Yes.

Q Okay.  

MS. LIVESAY:  And if you can -- hold on one second.

Can we fast forward it to 3150, please.  

(Video continues to play.)  

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q That's the black Tahoe?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And that's the black Tahoe you saw riding around 

the strip earlier?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And you were out there, so you heard what 

everybody was saying?

A Yes. 

Q All right.  And Tai'Yuan Jackson, he's trying to figure 

out what's going on --

A Yes. 

Q -- right?

A Yes. 

Q So let me ask you something -- 

MS. LIVESAY:  Take it back to the beginning.  Hold on.  

No -- yeah, take it back to the beginning.  I apologize.  

Right from there.
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(Video continues to play.) 

MS. LIVESAY:  Stop.  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q Where are T.J.'s stickers?

A I don't know.  I don't know. 

Q Okay.  But you would agree the stickers were on the truck 

when y'all were riding around Myrtle Beach?

A Yes. 

Q And the video we saw earlier had those stickers?

A Yes. 

MS. LIVESAY:  If you can, go to 3150 so we can see the 

back of the black truck.

(Video plays.) 

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Now, where are all LiQuan's stickers?

A I don't know. 

Q Okay.  But they were on the truck just -- earlier; right?

A Yes. 

Q I mean, like, 1:30 in the morning?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And now it's about 1:00 in the afternoon?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And I'm going to show you these pictures right 

here.  Try and put them in order.  65, 66... 

Look at these pictures for me, Ms. Hickson.  You can hold 
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them.  

MS. LIVESAY:  And she's looking through, now, Judge, 66, 

67, all the way through 68.  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q Do you recognize these pictures?

A Yes. 

Q And are these screen shots from the video?

A Yes. 

Q And these show the trucks that y'all were riding around 

in?

A Yes. 

Q In fact, you were in this truck?

A Yes. 

MS. LIVESAY:  At this time, the State wishes to 

publish -- or, I'm sorry, put into evidence 65 through 68 and 

publish to the jury. 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Your Honor, if I could take just a quick 

look. 

THE COURT:  All right.  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  No objection from Defendant Jackson, Your 

Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Rigney?  

MR. RIGNEY:  No objection, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right.  State's Exhibits 65, 66, 67, and 

68 are admitted into evidence without objection.  
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(State's Exhibit Nos. 65 through 68 were received into 

evidence.) 

(Video plays.) 

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q So this is April 24th at -- we're at 13, so 1:09 in the 

afternoon?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And this is the truck at 1:00 in the morning?

A Yes. 

Q Same truck?

A Yes.  

(Publishing photos to the jury.) 

MS. LIVESAY:  Can we go to 3150.

(Video plays.) 

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q So -- now, this is Quan's black Tahoe at, again, 1:40 on 

Sunday?

A Yes. 

Q And I'm showing you 66 and 67.  This is the same Tahoe 

at, like, 1:00 in the morning?

A Yes.

(Publishing photos to the jury.)  

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Ms. Hickson, if you don't mind, have a seat.  I have a 

few more questions.
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So I have just got a few just clean-up things -- 

questions I have got.  So when I come watch the video from 

Events Parking -- do you remember this one, the one of the 

parking lot?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And that one shows y'all coming in, parking, kind 

of hanging out?

A Yes. 

Q And you pointed out Tai'Yuan Jackson in the parking lot; 

correct?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And he is the guy wearing all green?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And Tai'Yuan Jackson is the defendant with the bow 

tie?

A Yes. 

Q And you pointed out that Jerelle Hickson was in the 

parking lot as well; correct?

A Yes. 

Q You saw him on the video?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And he was wearing all black?

A Yes. 

Q Same thing he's wearing in this picture?

A Yes. 
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Q And Jerelle Hickson is the defendant sitting over there?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And Jerelle was the one wearing the all black with 

the emblem on the back of the sweatshirt?

A Yes. 

Q And T.J., of course, was wearing the all green?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And on the video, you saw all the cars kind of 

crank up.  Did you see that, the lights come on, the brake 

lights, the front lights, all that?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And all the cars crank up.  And who was in the 

Tahoe with you at that time when it cranks up?

A Me and my sisters was in the truck. 

Q Okay.  And who else was in the truck?

A Just me and my sisters. 

Q Okay.  Who cranked it up?

A I don't know. 

Q Who drove it home?  Who drove it back to the Airbnb?

A Keston. 

Q Okay.  And was Tai'Yuan in the gold Tahoe when it left?

A No. 

Q Okay.  And why not?

A I don't know. 

Q And -- did he arrive back to the Airbnb?
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A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And you saw him on the Ring camera?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And Jerelle Hickson also arrived back?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  But none of those people were in the gold Tahoe?

A No. 

Q Okay.  And when you watch the video, you're saying you 

couldn't identify them running around the black Tahoe?

A No, I couldn't see them. 

Q Okay.  That's fair enough.

And -- but they definitely made it back to the Airbnb?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And there's also another Tahoe parked a little 

further in the parking lot.  Did you see that Tahoe in the 

video?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  Was any of those vehicles hit with bullets?

A No.  No. 

Q Okay.  So none of those cars were hit?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And when you say "yes," you mean none of them were 

hit?

A Yeah. 

Q Okay.  Now, when I was watching the Ring camera -- you 
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watched it with me; right? 

A Yes. 

Q And there was some sound on the Ring camera?

A Yes. 

Q So you could hear people talking; right?

A Yes. 

Q And on the Ring camera I hear somebody walk in, and 

they're saying "pop, pop, pop."  Did you hear that?

A No.

Q You didn't hear that?

A No.

Q Do you remember somebody saying that?

A No. 

Q But you would agree with me, if it's on the camera, that 

happened?

A Yes. 

Q If it recorded it, that's what was said; correct?

A Yes.  But I didn't heard it. 

Q You just -- you don't remember it?

A No, I don't remember. 

Q Okay.  And you're related to both of the defendants?

A Yes. 

Q And after you testify, do you plan on staying for the 

rest of the trial?

A Yes. 
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Q And who do you plan on staying to support? 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  I object to the relevance of this. 

THE COURT:  What's the relevance?  

MS. LIVESAY:  Goes to bias, Your Honor.  I mean, that's 

every time. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Overruled.  

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Who do you plan on staying to support?

A Both of them.  Both of them. 

Q I'm sorry.  One more time?

A Both of them. 

Q Okay.  Both the defendants, Tai'Yuan and Jerelle?

A Yes. 

Q And the young man that was shown, Mr. Dickens, did you 

know him?

A I didn't. 

Q Never met him?

A No. 

Q Okay.  Don't have any kind of --- 

A No. 

Q --- loyalty to him or his family?

A No. 

Q Okay.  Do you know any of his family?

A No. 

Q You don't know none of them?
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A Uh-uh. 

Q Okay.  Did you want to come to court and testify? 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Object to the relevance again, Judge. 

THE COURT:  Overruled.  

THE WITNESS:  No. 

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Did you want to come to court and testify?

A Yes. 

MS. LIVESAY:  No further questions. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Rigney?  

MR. RIGNEY:  Thank you, Your Honor.  

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. RIGNEY:  

Q Good morning, Ms. Hickson.  

A Good morning. 

Q You have -- in the testimony so far, you have been 

telling us a lot of things that you can't remember or you 

couldn't see.

A Yes. 

Q And you have been honest about that?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  You couldn't identify Jerelle Hickson at some 

points in the parking lot?

A Yes, sir, I couldn't. 

Q And you don't know what happened to him that got him away 
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from the Airbnb sooner than the other people?

A No, sir, I don't. 

Q Okay.  You saw the videos with us.

A Yes. 

Q Would you describe them as clear or blurry and hard to 

figure out?

A All of them.  It was -- like, some of it was blurry and 

some of it was clear. 

Q Because you did have some trouble identifying --- 

A Yeah, I did. 

Q --- people and events.  

A Yes, sir. 

Q And -- you identified vehicles, it seemed like, okay.

A Yeah. 

Q How did you know so sure that those were the right 

vehicles?

A Because those were vehicles that we had drove in -- well, 

the vehicles that came down to the beach. 

Q Okay.  So you're familiar with those vehicles?

A Mm-hmm.  Yes, sir. 

Q Okay.  And which vehicle was it you were in again?

A I was in...

Q To come to the beach.  

A The gold Tahoe. 

Q Okay.  And was Jerelle Hickson in that same vehicle?
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A No, sir. 

Q When you were at the parking lot, was there -- did you 

hear anybody getting into an argument?

A I can't remember.  No. 

Q No fights?

A No, sir. 

Q When y'all were driving around before all this happened, 

did you hear anybody talking about we're going to the parking 

lot to shoot the place up?

A No, sir. 

Q Talk about anybody in particular -- 

MS. LIVESAY:  Your Honor, anything that anybody said in 

the car would be hearsay. 

THE COURT:  Overruled.  I'll allow it.  Go ahead.

BY MR. RIGNEY:  

Q Was there anyone in the vehicle in particular that you're 

aware of that had any animosity toward anyone who was shot?

A I can't remember.  Not that I know of, no, sir. 

Q You said you do not know the young man who died?

A No, I didn't know him.  No, sir. 

Q So you have nothing against him either?

A Uh-uh.  

Q You didn't know -- 

A I don't know who he was, yes, sir. 

Q Okay.  Now, you watched some Ring video.  
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A Mm-hmm. 

Q And you were at the Airbnb; right?

A Yeah, I was. 

Q Let's see if you can identify someone.  This is not a 

very good one, but did you see somebody like that at the 

Airbnb?

A I did, but I don't know who he is.  

I did, but I don't know who he is. 

Q Okay.  And this -- does that look like the same person?  

A Yes. 

Q But you don't know who it is?

A Yes, sir. 

Q And what type of shirt is this person wearing?  Can you 

tell?

A I really can't tell. 

Q Okay.  Try a different angle here.  What about this one?

A Looked like a little jersey.  Like a little jersey shirt. 

Q Can you read the --- 

A No. 

Q --- the writing on it right here?

A I can't tell. 

Q Can't see the writing? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Can you read the number?

A Looks like 33. 
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Q 33?  Okay.  And what color is it?

A Red. 

Q Red shirt?

A Yes. 

MR. RIGNEY:  You can hear me then. 

BY MR. RIGNEY:  

Q Okay.  Now, going back to the video, once again, you had 

some trouble identifying people at the parking lot; right?

A Yes, sir. 

Q And had to look two or three times before you could see 

them?

A Yes, sir. 

Q Did anyone change any clothes in between the parking lot 

and going back to the Airbnb?

A No -- no, sir. 

Q Nothing got changed for any of the people that you're 

aware of?

A Yes, sir. 

Q Okay.  You did not see anyone shooting?

A No, sir. 

Q Not at all?

A Uh-uh. 

Q You heard gunshots?

A I did. 

Q And from the time you heard the gunshots, how soon was it 
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that you -- in your vehicle, how soon was it y'all left?

A I guess we left right after, but I can't remember -- I 

really can't remember what really happened that night. 

Q Now, when you heard gunshots, would it be fair to say 

that you were scared?

A I was, yes. 

Q And what did you want to do when you heard gunshots?

A I mean, I guess, duck.  Like, just getting down. 

Q Okay.  Is there anyone at all that you can identify who 

did any shooting the night of this incident?

A No, sir.  I can't remember.  I was in the truck.  

MR. RIGNEY:  No more questions, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Hoffmeyer, cross-examination. 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Thank you.  

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. HOFFMEYER:  

Q Good morning, Shakira.  

A Good morning. 

Q I have just a few questions for you, and I'll try not to 

be redundant.  Okay?  

A Okay. 

Q Just bear with me for a second or two.  

A Okay.  

Q All right.  Now, you come in here and testified for the 

State.  
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A Yes, sir. 

Q And you understood, when you came in here to testify, you 

had to testify truthfully; is that fair to say?

A Yes, sir. 

Q And you understood, when it comes to coming in here and 

testifying, you would tell it like you saw it and what you 

remembered; is that right? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And there's some very important things when it comes to a 

case such as this, such as guns involved and things such as 

that; is that to fair to say?

A Yes, sir.

Q All right.  And as you reflect back and look back and 

thought about your testimony and what you could remember, you 

never remember seeing my client, Mr. Jackson, with a gun, do 

you? 

A No, sir, I never seen it. 

Q Okay.  So, that evening, you never saw him pull out a gun 

and shoot anybody, did you?

A No, sir. 

Q You never saw a gun -- well, let me back that up just a 

second.  With all this shooting going on, did you see any 

other guns?

A No, sir. 

Q All right.  And Shakira, you, understandably so, said 
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that, when all the shooting starts happening, y'all were 

scared, afraid; is that fair to say?

A Yes, sir. 

Q And it would make sense when some folks are scared and 

want to get away, they crank up a vehicle and leave; isn't 

that correct?

A Yes. 

Q And that's what y'all did?

A Mm-hmm. 

Q Is that a yes?

A Yes. 

Q If you'll excuse me one second.

A Okay.

Q Now, this photograph that the State has put into 

evidence, which, I believe, chronologically is before y'all 

went out to this parking lot --- 

A Yes. 

Q --- do you know who took that?

A No.  No, sir. 

Q All right.  And when it comes to photographs such as 

that -- it appears to be a group of friends kind of goofing 

off, messing around, things you post on Facebook, things like 

that?  

A Yes, sir. 

Q All right.  And then, as we move forward in time, we have 
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the parking lot as you have described it and the shots that 

you heard.  When it comes to these shots, you have no idea 

where they were coming from, do you? 

A I can't really -- no, sir, I don't remember. 

Q And you were right there where those Tahoes were, weren't 

you?

A Yeah, I was.  I was in the truck, yes, sir. 

Q Thank you, Shakira.  

A You're welcome. 

THE COURT:  Redirect?  

MS. LIVESAY:  Just a couple of follow-up, Judge.  

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Mr. Rigney [sic] asked you about you were right with the 

Tahoes; do you remember that?  That was the last question he 

asked.  

A Can you say it again?  

Q Mr. Hoffmeyer asked you about being in the Tahoe; do you 

remember that?

A Yes. 

Q That was the last question he just asked you; correct?

A Yes. 

Q And you were in the gold Tahoe?

A Yeah. 

Q And you don't even know who was in the black Tahoe?
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A I can't remember. 

Q Okay.  So you don't know what was going on in the black 

Tahoe?

A No. 

Q You don't know who was in the black Tahoe? 

A No. 

Q Don't know if anybody was firing or -- 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Your Honor, I object to leading.  

THE COURT:  Don't lead. 

MS. LIVESAY:  I understand, Your Honor.  

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Do you know who was in the black Tahoe?

A No, I can't remember, no. 

Q Okay.  So you don't know if someone fired or did not fire 

from the black Tahoe?

A Yes, I don't know. 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Same objection, Judge, and it calls for 

speculation as well. 

MS. LIVESAY:  She -- 

THE COURT:  I'll allow it.  Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS:  No, I don't remember. 

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q So you don't know anything that went on with the black 

Tahoe?

A No. 
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Q All you know is the gold Tahoe?

A Yes. 

Q And you know Jerelle Hickson was not in the gold Tahoe; 

correct?

A Yes. 

Q And you know Tai'Yuan Jackson was not in the gold Tahoe; 

right?

A Yes. 

Q And you have no idea what was going on in the black 

Tahoe?

A No. 

MS. LIVESAY:  No further questions. 

THE COURT:  All right.  You may step down.

Ladies and gentlemen, we're going to take about a 

ten-minute break, give you an opportunity to stretch your 

legs, use the restroom, whatever the case may be.  Do not 

discuss the case, even among yourselves.  It's too early for 

deliberations.  I'll let you know when you can deliberate.  

We'll take about a ten-minute break and then we'll come back 

and resume the trial.  Thank you very much.  

(The jury exited the courtroom at 11:50 a.m.) 

THE COURT:  Everybody please remain seated while the jury 

is excused.

Let's have order.

Anything from the State before we take a recess?  
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MS. LIVESAY:  Just that she is excused from her subpoena 

because she does want to sit over there and she can't sit in 

the courtroom until I have excused her.  And I'm assuming 

they're going to excuse her. 

THE COURT:  I mean, if she's already testified, she can, 

but if you want to release her from the subpoena...  

MS. LIVESAY:  She's released from mine, but I just want 

to make sure we're all on the same page before she continues 

to sit in here. 

THE COURT:  Any objection to the State releasing her from 

her subpoena?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  No, sir, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Any objection to her being in the courtroom?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  No, sir, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Is she going to testify further?  We don't 

know. 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  We don't know.  I don't reckon, but I 

don't suspect.

THE COURT:  Well, I mean, if anybody anticipates calling 

her later down the road, we're going to need to sequester her. 

MS. LIVESAY:  That's what I'm saying. 

THE COURT:  All right.  So -- 

MR. RIGNEY:  I do not anticipate calling her. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  Anything else?  

MS. LIVESAY:  No. 

384



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

State v Tai'Yuan Jackson & Jerelle Hickson
Bobbi Fisher, RPR -- SC Official Court Reporter III

211

THE COURT:  Anything from Defendant Jackson?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  No, sir. 

THE COURT:  Anything from Defendant Hickson?  

MR. RIGNEY:  No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Let's take about -- just for 

scheduling, how long is your next witness?  

MS. LIVESAY:  The next witness?  About 15 minutes. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  All right.  We'll take about a 

ten-minute break and we'll come back and resume.  

(A brief recess was taken from 11:52 a.m. to 12:06 p.m.)

THE COURT:  Thank you very much.  Please be seated.  

The bailiff and the clerk have told me they have already 

got lunch here for the jury, so I think we're going to go 

ahead and break for lunch and let the jury eat lunch. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Oh, okay. 

THE COURT:  Do it now -- okay?  We'll take about an -- 

probably an hour, hour-and-10-minute break for lunch and then 

we'll come back and get started. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Okay.  

THE COURT:  All right?  Anything from the State before we 

break?  

MS. LIVESAY:  No, sir. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Hoffmeyer?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  No, sir, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Mr. Rigney?  
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MR. RIGNEY:  No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right.  We'll be in recess, let's say, 

until 1:15. 

(A lunch recess was taken from 12:06 p.m. to 1:15 p.m.) 

(State's Exhibit No. 70, LPR Printout, was marked for 

identification.)

(State's Exhibit No. 71, LPR-Black Tahoe, was marked for 

identification.) 

(State's Exhibit No. 72, LPR Printout, was marked for 

identification.) 

(State's Exhibit No. 73, LPR-Gold Tahoe, was marked for 

identification.)  

THE COURT:  All right.  Anything from the State before we 

bring the jury in? 

MR. LEASURE:  No, Your Honor.

THE COURT:  Anything from the Defendant Jackson?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  No, sir, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Anything from the Defendant Hickson?  

MR. RIGNEY:  No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Let's bring the jury in.  

(The jury entered the courtroom at 1:29 p.m.)

THE COURT:  Ladies and gentlemen, welcome back.  I hope 

everybody had a good lunch.  I'll remind you, if you have any 

cell phones or pagers, turn those off completely at this time.  

We'll resume with the trial of this case.  We're still in the 
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State's case.  

The State can call your next witness. 

MR. LEASURE:  Thank you, Your Honor.  The State calls 

Mark Amos to the stand.  

MARK AMOS,

after having been duly sworn, was examined and testified 

to as follows: 

THE CLERK:  State your name and then spell your last 

name. 

THE WITNESS:  It's Mark Amos.  A-m-o-s. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. LEASURE:

Q Mr. Amos, good afternoon.  

A How are you?

Q Good.  Can you tell the Court where you're employed.  

A Currently employed at SLED. 

Q How long have you been employed at SLED?

A Going on seven years. 

Q Okay.  What's your position at SLED?

A I'm the LPR administrator for the application that we 

manage. 

Q And what does LPR stand for?

A The license plate recognition system. 

Q How long have you been in this position?

A My entire existence at SLED. 
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Q Okay.  And what are your responsibilities in that 

position now?

A Maintaining the system, maintaining all of the records, 

making sure that the users are meeting the criteria to be 

active users, ensuring the application is functioning as it 

should.  Just normal routine with any application. 

Q Thank you.  

MR. LEASURE:  Court's indulgence. 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Yeah, excuse us, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right.

(Counsel conferring.)  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  I do not have any objections to these, 

Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  How are they identified?  

MR. RIGNEY:  No objection, Your Honor. 

MR. LEASURE:  State's Exhibits 70 through 72, Your Honor.  

I'm sorry, 70 through 73.  My apologies. 

THE COURT:  Are we putting them in now without objection?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Yes, sir, I have no objection. 

MR. RIGNEY:  No objection. 

THE COURT:  Is that what you're doing now, putting them 

in now?  

MR. LEASURE:  I was going to approach the witness, Your 

Honor, and show him the exhibits. 

THE COURT:  Well, I mean, however you want to do it. 
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MR. LEASURE:  Yes, sir.  May I approach?  

THE COURT:  Yes. 

BY MR. LEASURE:

Q Mr. Amos, I'm going to show you what's been marked 

State's Exhibit 70, 71, 72, and 73.

A Okay. 

Q Can you tell me if you recognize these?

A I do.  These are from the application.  License plate 

reads, captures, search results. 

Q And can you tell the Court whether these are kept in the 

ordinary course of business at SLED?

A They are. 

Q Okay.  And have they been altered or tampered with in any 

way that you can tell?

A No, these are what they would be when searched and 

exported. 

Q Okay.  Thank you.  

MR. LEASURE:  Your Honor, permission to publish?  

THE COURT:  All right.  State's Exhibit 70, 71, 72, and 

73 are admitted into evidence without objection.  

Now you can publish them.

(State's Exhibit Nos. 70 through 73 were received into 

evidence.)  

MR. LEASURE:  Thank you, Your Honor.  Permission to have 

the witness to come down off the witness stand. 
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THE COURT:  As long as the court reporter can pick up his 

testimony.  All right?  

MS. LIVESAY:  Yes, sir.  

BY MR. LEASURE:

Q If you could, Mr. Amos, stand right here in front of this 

microphone so the jury can hear you and the Court can hear 

you.

A Sure. 

Q The first exhibit is Exhibit State's 70.  And this 

capture right here says that it was captured at 4 -- on 

4/23/2022 at 4:50 and 25 seconds from SLED Myrtle Beach, 

Grissom, 44th --- 

A Northbound.  

Q --- northbound; is that true and accurate?

A It would be from the system, yes.  

MR. LEASURE:  Okay.  Just show everybody this one. 

BY MR. LEASURE: 

Q And this is from the SLED LPR system?

A Correct, correct. 

Q It's very hard to see.  

(Publishing photo to the jury.) 

BY MR. LEASURE: 

Q State's Exhibit 71 is a blown-up capture of that reader; 

correct?

A Yes. 
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Q And this shows the license plate?

A Correct.  So, on that, you're going to see two images.  

The top image is the color overlay, so that's the picture of 

the vehicle.  The image underneath is an infrared scan of the 

license plate.  So even though you can see, on the color 

image, it looks like it's all flashed, the infrared picks up 

the plate, and then it computes that to a plain text. 

Q And this is the black Tahoe -- or a picture of the black 

Tahoe; correct?

A Yes. 

Q Thank you.  

State's Exhibit 72, is a capture, 4/23/2022 at 4:26 p.m. 

from SLED, Myrtle Beach Highway 501, Seaboard, westbound; 

correct?

A Correct. 

Q Very small to see.

And, finally, State's Exhibit 73 is a capture of that; 

correct?

A Yes.  Same thing.  Same concept. 

Q Lighter color Tahoe.

Thank you.  You may have a seat.  

MR. LEASURE:  No further questions, Your Honor.  

Please answer any questions the defense may have. 

THE WITNESS:  Yes, sir. 

THE COURT:  All right. 
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MR. HOFFMEYER:  Thank you, sir.  

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. HOFFMEYER:

Q It's Mr. Amos?

A Yes. 

Q Hey, Jim Hoffmeyer.  I represent Mr. Jackson.  I just 

want to take a quick look at those exhibits.  I don't know 

what happened to them.

A He took them back. 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Can I have those?  Thank you. 

MR. LEASURE:  Yes, sir.

BY MR. HOFFMEYER:

Q It looks like, as we look at State's Exhibit No. 72, you 

have some photographs that go as far back as September 19th of 

2021; is that right? 

A Correct. 

Q And then you have the one that you have discussed with 

the State; is that correct? 

A Correct. 

Q Do you have any photographs from -- such as April 

the 21st of 2022?

A Whoever ran -- the search results would be the parameters 

that was searched. 

Q All right.  So, as you testify in court here today, as 

far as anything -- April 21st, April 20th, or any such time 
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period along that time period, you're not able to show us 

that?

A No, I wouldn't be able to show you. 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Thank you very much.  I don't have any 

further questions. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Rigney?  

MS. LIVESAY:  Can I see those, Mr. Hoffmeyer?  Thank you.  

MR. RIGNEY:  I have no questions, Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  All right.  Redirect?  

MR. LEASURE:  Nothing further, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right.  You may step down.

State can call your next witness.

MS. LIVESAY:  At this time, the State is going to call 

Ms. Nikera McAlister.  

THE CLERK:  Get you to please raise your right hand and 

put your left hand on the Bible. 

NIKERA McALISTER,

after having been duly sworn, was examined and testified 

to as follows: 

THE CLERK:  Thank you.  If you'll just state your name 

and then spell your last name for the Court. 

THE WITNESS:  Nikera McAlister.  M-c-A-l-i-s-t-e-r.  

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Ms. McAlister, how old are you?
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A 18. 

Q Okay.  And where are you from?

A Kingstree, South Carolina. 

Q Okay.  And where do you live now?

A . 

Q You live with your parents still?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And are you in school or working?

A Yes, ma'am.  Well, I finished early.  I go to Kingstree 

High, but I finished in December, and I work with my mom in 

the medical field. 

Q Okay.  So you're still in high school and working with 

your mama?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And you're going to graduate this year?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And do you know Tai'Yuan Jackson?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q How do you know Tai'Yuan?

A From my sister.  That's her boyfriend. 

Q Okay.  So your sister's ex-boyfriend?

A Yeah.  Ex-boyfriend.  I'm sorry. 

Q Okay.  And do you see him here in the courtroom?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And what's he wearing?
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A A white shirt with a bow tie. 

Q Okay.  That's Tai'Yuan Jackson.

Now, Jerelle Hickson, the other defendant, do you know 

him?

A I met him when we was on the beach, but I don't know him 

personally. 

Q Okay.  But you recognize him if you saw him?

A Mm-hmm. 

Q Okay.  And do you see him in the courtroom?

A Mm-hmm. 

Q And what is he wearing?

A A white shirt. 

Q Okay.  Okay.  And is he the guy sitting over here in the 

white shirt?

A Yes.

Q That's Jerelle Hickson?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And T.J. is here with the bow tie?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And Jerelle, you would recognize him, but you 

don't know him as well?

A Yes, ma'am.  

Q But T.J. you know pretty well?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  Now, you were -- you said you were 18 now?
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A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And about how old were you in April of 2022?

A 15. 

Q You were 15.  

Okay.  And did you come to the beach with your sister and 

T.J. in April of 2022?

A I rode with my sister, but yeah, I was with them as well. 

Q Okay.  So you rode with your sister, but T.J. came to, 

and some other people?

A Mm-hmm, yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And where did y'all stay?

A In a condo. 

Q Okay.  In a condo?  Okay.

And did you stay two to three nights in Myrtle Beach at 

the condo?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And who was kind of your guardian at the time or 

who was supposed to be kind of taking care of you?

A My sister. 

Q Okay.  And how old was she at the time?

A I don't know. 

Q Could she drive?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  So she was old enough to drive?

A Yes, ma'am. 
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Q Okay.  Now, did your mama know you were coming down to 

the beach?

A No, ma'am.  Well, she knew I was coming to the beach, but 

she didn't knew that they were going to be there.  She thought 

it was a family thing. 

Q Okay.  So you told your mama you were coming down for a 

family thing?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  But you were really coming down to kind of party?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And when you were down here in Myrtle Beach, 

something happened?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And you know why we're here today; right?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And what happened?

A Well, we was all in the parking lot.  Well, my sister had 

dropped me and her best friend off.  We had met up with T.J.  

they was already there.  And everybody was just chilling, you 

know.  And gunshots were fired and everybody left. 

Q And when gunshots were fired, where were y'all at? 

A We were still in the parking lot. 

Q Okay.  You were in the parking lot?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And was T.J. in the parking lot?
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A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And was his truck in the parking lot?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And was -- did a black Tahoe come with y'all as 

well?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And do you remember that car being in the parking 

lot?

A I don't know. 

Q You don't know?

A No, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  But you remember being in the parking lot?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And you remember T.J. was in the parking lot?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And was Jerelle Hickson in the parking lot?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  So you saw both of them in the parking lot and 

everybody was just hanging out?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And your sister had dropped you off?

A Yes, ma'am.  Me and her -- me and her best friend. 

Q Okay.  So you were out there just kind of hanging out 

with everybody?

A Yes, ma'am. 
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Q Okay.  And at some point while y'all are all out there 

hanging out, shots were fired?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  Now, Ms. McAlister, did you see who fired a gun?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And who did you see fire a gun?  

A (No audible response.)

Q I'm sorry.  You have got to speak up because everybody in 

here has got to hear you.  What did you say?

A Him. 

Q I'm sorry?

A I don't know his name.  Well, I don't know how to 

pronounce it, but him.  White shirt. 

Q Can you point out the man you saw firing?

A (Witness complies.) 

Q For the record, are you pointing out Jerelle Hickson?  Is 

that the man you saw fire? 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Your Honor, I hate to interrupt; I'm just 

having trouble hearing the back of the solicitor --

THE COURT:  Yeah, y'all are going to have to speak up, 

because I'm having trouble hearing you and I think the jury is 

too.  So you're going to need to speak louder. 

THE WITNESS:  I'm sorry.  

A Yes, ma'am. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Did you hear that, Judge?  
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THE COURT:  I heard her say, "Yes, ma'am."  

Ask your question again. 

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q And I know this is tough, Ms. McAlister.  You're a very 

young lady.  Okay?  So don't -- the judge is just trying to 

ensure that everybody hears what you're saying to make sure 

they understand what you're saying.  Nobody is upset with you.  

So did you point out that you saw the shooter and that it 

was Jerelle Hickson?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q That's who you saw firing out there?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And you didn't see anybody else?

A No, ma'am. 

Q And I'm showing you now State's 43.  Do you see him in 

this photograph?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Which one is he?

A (Indicating.)

Q I'm going to turn it this way.  I want you to show the 

jury.

A (Indicating.) 

Q Ms. McAlister, have you had a hard time with this since 

you've been to Myrtle Beach?

A Just traumatized.  That's all.  I'm pretty sure everybody 
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would have been traumatized. 

THE COURT:  You need to speak up. 

THE WITNESS:  I'm sorry. 

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q And are you in any way mad or upset at T.J.?

A Mm-mmm.

Q Are you in any way mad or upset with Jerelle?

A Mm-mmm. 

Q You got any hostility with 'em?

A No. 

Q Are these people -- are they your friends?

A I know T.J. but I don't him. 

Q Okay.  But are you mad with him?

A No.  I'm not mad at nobody. 

Q And what you're telling us today, is that the truth, 

Ms. McAlister?  

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And when the police first talked with you, do you 

remember that?  On the 24th when the police first pulled y'all 

over, do you remember that?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And who was all around when the police talked to you?

A My sister, Mya, Taya, T.J., Keston, Quan.  Yeah. 

Q So the people that you came to the beach with?

A Yes, ma'am. 
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Q So they were around when the police talked to you; is 

that right? 

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And at that time, did you tell the police that you saw 

Jerelle Hickson fire?

A No, ma'am. 

Q And why not?

A Because I didn't want to say. 

Q I'm sorry?  You'll have to speak up.

A I didn't want to say anything --- 

Q I understand.  

A --- at the time. 

Q And who was the first person that you told that you saw 

Jerelle Hickson fire?

A My mama. 

Q And when you told her, was it just you and her in the 

room?

A Yes, ma'am. 

MS. LIVESAY:  No further questions for Ms. McAlister.

THE COURT:  Mr. Rigney, cross-examination? 

MR. RIGNEY:  Thank you, Your Honor.  

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. RIGNEY:  

Q Good afternoon.

A Hi. 
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Q I believe you told us that you were 15 years old when 

this happened?

A Yes, sir. 

Q And how old are you now?

A 18. 

Q I had a little trouble hearing you.  That's why I'm --- 

A I'm sorry. 

Q --- going to cover some things again.

And you're about to graduate from high school?

A Yes, sir. 

Q Did you stay in the condo the night that this incident 

took place?

A Yes, sir. 

Q So were you there when everyone came back from the 

parking lot?

A Yes, sir. 

Q And you saw people coming in and out there?

A Yes, sir. 

Q I'm going to show you something here and see if -- 

MS. LIVESAY:  Can I see what he's showing, Judge?  

THE COURT:  Well, let her take a look at it.  Yeah, let 

her take a look at it first. 

MR. RIGNEY:  Okay.  Right here. 

THE COURT:  No.  

MR. RIGNEY:  Okay.  
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THE COURT:  Let the State look at it first. 

MR. RIGNEY:  Okay.  

MS. LIVESAY:  If we're going to show it to her, can you 

go ahead and mark it?  

MR. RIGNEY:  Yeah, we can.  

(Defendant's Exhibit Nos. 1-JH through 4-JH, Photographs, 

were marked for identification.) 

BY MR. RIGNEY: 

Q Do you recognize this person?

A No, sir.  I'm sorry.

Q Does this look like the area outside the condo where you 

were walking in?

A Yes, sir. 

Q It does?  All right.  And what color shirt is that?

A Red. 

Q Again, this is another picture, same condo area; right?

A Yes, sir. 

Q And this?  It's the same area?

A Yes, sir. 

Q It's a little better picture, I think.  Do you recognize 

that person?

A I recognize the female, not the male. 

Q Did you see him in the area that night?

A No, sir. 

Q And the female was in that area that night?
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A Yes, sir. 

Q Can you read anything on his shirt there?

A It's a jersey. 

Q What color is it?

A Red. 

Q And on this one -- can you read anything on that one?

A It says Bulls 33. 

Q Bulls 33?  And it's red?

A Yes, sir. 

Q And -- that's not very clear, is it?

A Yes. 

Q So you were there, and then, on the way home, you got -- 

were you on the way home when you got stopped by the police?

A We couldn't go nowhere when they stopped us. 

Q Where were you when you got interviewed by the police?

A We were still at the gas station. 

Q Okay.  So you had already left the condo?

A Yes, sir. 

Q Okay.  And that was on the Sunday, April the 24th.  And 

that was sometime in the afternoon?

A Yes, sir. 

Q Okay.  And you have already told us that you have a 

slightly different story today than what you had then.  Is 

that accurate?

A I don't remember. 
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Q Did you remember telling the person who interviewed you 

then that you did not know what happened?

A I don't remember. 

Q Okay.  Do you remember telling the person that you didn't 

know who the shooter was?

A I don't remember. 

Q But you told us earlier today that you did not tell 

anyone -- you told your mother; right?

A Yes, sir, when she asked about it, when it was brought 

back up. 

Q When did you tell your mother?

A When Mr. -- Mr. Kevin and Ms. Nancy came and talked to 

us. 

Q When was that?

A Last week, Friday. 

Q So, from April of 2022 until this past Friday, you did 

not tell anyone that Jerelle Hickson was shooting?

A Yes, sir. 

Q Okay.  So if you -- you don't remember what you told the 

police officer, but you do remember that you did not tell the 

police officer that Jerelle Hickson was the shooter; is that 

correct? 

A Say your question again. 

Q Okay.  Let me rephrase it a little bit.  You didn't tell 

anyone who was the shooter until this past Friday?
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A Yes, sir. 

Q And so when you were interviewed by the police back in 

April of 2022, you did not tell them that Jerelle Hickson was 

the person who did the shooting?

A Yes, sir. 

Q That's correct.  Okay.

When you were in the parking lot there, was there any 

arguments going on?  Did you hear about those?  Do you 

remember that from April of 2022?

A No, sir. 

Q Any fights?

A No, sir. 

Q What happened when you heard gunshots?

A Everybody ran to the truck and we got in the truck and 

left. 

Q Were you afraid?

A Yes, sir. 

Q Got out of there as quick as you could?

A Yes, sir. 

Q Did you know that something was going to happen before 

you heard gunshots?

A No, sir. 

Q Any idea that you had that something was about to happen?

A No, sir. 

Q No one put you on notice that something might happen?
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A No, sir. 

Q Either by actions or words?

A No, sir. 

Q Do you remember how long you were interviewed by the 

police officer back in 2022?

A No, sir. 

Q Was it like one minute or did it take a little while, you 

think?

A We were sitting at the gas station for a little -- a 

little minute.  They didn't let us go, so... 

Q Okay.  So you answered a lot of questions during that 

time.  Do you remember that?  They asked you a lot of 

questions?

A (Witness nodding.) 

Q Is that fair to say that you were asked questions that 

day by the police officer?

A Yes, sir.  They asked some questions. 

Q And you admitted today that you lied to the police 

officer then; is that correct?  Is it accurate to say that you 

did not answer the police officer's questions truthfully back 

in April of 2022?

A Yes, sir. 

Q Or are you not telling the truth today?  Can't be both 

ways.  

MR. RIGNEY:  I have no more questions, Your Honor.  No 
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more questions.  

THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Hoffmeyer, cross-examination. 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  No questions for Ms. McAlister.  Thank 

you, Judge. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Redirect?  

MS. LIVESAY:  No, sir. 

THE COURT:  You may step down.  

State can call your next witness.

MS. LIVESAY:  Thank you, Your Honor.  At this time, the 

State calls Cole Kyer to the stand.  

THE CLERK:  Please raise your right hand and place your 

left hand on the Bible.  

COLE KYER,

after having been duly sworn, was examined and testified 

to as follows: 

THE CLERK:  Thank you.  State your name and spell your 

last name for the Court. 

THE WITNESS:  Cole Kyer, K-y-e-r, previously Southerland, 

S-o-u-t-h-e-r-l-a-n-d.  

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q And, Mr. Kyer, where are you currently employed?

A The Myrtle Beach Police Department. 

Q And how long have you been with Myrtle Beach?

A About 14-1/2 years. 
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Q Okay.  And tell us a little bit about your training.  

A South Carolina Criminal Justice Academy.  I have some 

college and then additional training towards the area in the 

field I'm in. 

Q Okay.  And what are your responsibilities now?

A I'm the crime scene supervisor. 

Q Okay.  And what were your responsibilities back in April 

of 2022?  

A I was a Major Crimes detective. 

Q And kind of what did you do in that position back in 

April of 2022?  

A We basically furthered investigations, social media 

investigations.  We did interviews, obtained search warrants, 

executed search warrants, things of that nature. 

Q Okay.  And did you assist on the case that we're here 

today for?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And as part of your assistance, did you talk with 

Defendant Tai'Yuan Jackson?

A Yes, I did. 

Q Okay.  Where did you talk with Mr. Jackson?

A We spoke with him at the Myrtle Beach Police Department 

annex in an interview room. 

Q Okay.  And was Mr. Jackson in custody at that time?

A Yes. 
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Q Okay.  And because he was incustody, did you read him 

Miranda?

A Yes, we did.  

MS. LIVESAY:  Hold on one second, Judge.

(Discussion held off the record with Ms. Livesay, the 

court reporter, and the clerk.)

(State's Exhibit No. 74, Miranda Form, was marked for 

identification.)

THE COURT STENOGRAPHER:  State's 74.

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Do you recognize what I'm showing you now as State's 74?

A I do. 

Q And what is it?

A This is our Myrtle Beach Police Department Miranda form. 

Q Is that the Miranda you read to Defendant Tai'Yuan 

Jackson?

A Yes. 

Q And, if you don't mind, tell this Court, did you sign 

that Miranda?

A I did. 

Q And is that to indicate that you witnessed that he was 

given his rights?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And is that a copy of the Miranda indeed that you used in 

the course of the interview with Tai'Yuan Jackson?
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A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And has it been tampered with or changed in any form or 

fashion?

A No, ma'am. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Your Honor, at this time, the State wishes 

to place 74 into evidence.

THE COURT:  Any objection?

MR. HOFFMEYER:  That's the Miranda warnings?  

MS. LIVESAY:  Yes. 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  No objection. 

MR. RIGNEY:  No objection. 

THE COURT:  State's 74 admitted into evidence without 

objection.  

(State's Exhibit No. 74 was received into evidence.)

BY MS. LIVESAY:  

Q And, if you don't mind, tell these folks, since it's now 

in evidence, what is on that Miranda form.  

A It basically has our emblem, our logo on there that says 

"Myrtle Beach Police Department."  It starts with some basic 

questions.  

Do you want me to read through those questions?

Q Please.  

A It just starts with, "Are you currently under the 

influence of alcohol or drugs?" which he responded no.  

"What is your primary language?"  Responded, "English."  
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"What is the highest grade level you completed in 

school?"  He responded, "Graduated" and said that he works 

with his establishment in which he works for.  

"Would you know enough to ask me questions if you do not 

understand?"  And he answered, "Yes."  

From there, it goes into your Miranda rights.  And it 

starts with, "You have the right to remain silent and refuse 

to answer any questions," which he initialed his name next to.  

"Anything you say can be used against you in a court of 

law."  He initialed his name next to that.  

"You have the right to talk to an attorney and have him 

or her present while you're being questioned."  He initialed 

his name next to that.  

"If you cannot afford an attorney, one will be provided 

at government expense before any questioning if you wish."  He 

initialed his name next to that.  

"If you desire to make a statement or answer questions, 

you have the right to stop at any time," and he initialed his 

name next to that.  

Below that, it says, "The rights have been explained to 

me and I understand each one of them."  And then he signed his 

name next to that.  

Below that is the witness as the defendant's signature, 

which would be myself, and then the -- my printed name and the 

date. 
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Q Okay.  And so he initialed beside each right saying, "I 

understand this right"? 

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And then, at the end, he signed.  And what was he signing 

on there?

A He was signing his name saying that he understood the 

rights and that they had been explained to him. 

Q Okay.  So then he's signing "I understand all these 

rights"?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Did he have any questions about any of those rights?

A No, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  Did he waive those rights and talk with you?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And if you don't mind, tell these folks, when he 

spoke with you and he came into the interview room, did he 

have a shirt on?

A I believe he did. 

Q Okay.  And did he ask for anything to drink or eat?

A He may have.  I'm not sure.  But we would have provided 

that if that's something he asked for. 

Q Okay.  And when he came in, did he appear to be impaired 

in any form or fashion?

A No, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  Did he appear to be in any kind of physical pain?
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A No, ma'am.

Q Did he require EMS?

A No, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  So, at that time, nothing was keeping him from 

understanding his rights?

A No, ma'am. 

Q Or voicing, invoking one of them if he wanted to?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And about how long did you talk with him?

A Just over an hour. 

Q Okay.  And in that course of the hour, did he ever ask 

for an attorney?

A No, ma'am. 

Q Did he ever say he wanted to remain silent?

A No, ma'am. 

Q Did he ever invoke any of those rights?

A No, ma'am. 

Q And were his answers responsive to your questions?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Now, how did the interview end?  Did it just come to a 

natural ending?  At some point, did he say, "I'm done talking 

with you?"  How did the interview end?

A Just in a basic we were finished asking questions and 

that was the end of the interview.

Q Okay.  And so y'all had asked everything you wanted?
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A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And at any point during that conversation with 

him, did you ever promise Mr. Jackson anything?

A No, ma'am. 

Q Did you ever threaten him in any form or fashion?

A No, ma'am. 

Q So when he spoke with you, it was freely and voluntarily?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And if he had invoked those rights, would you have 

stopped talking to him?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  Now, when you talked with him, did you talk with 

him about the shooting in the parking lot?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And when you talked with him, had you already seen 

-- either you -- who all was in the room?

A It was myself, Detective White, and the defendant. 

Q Okay.  And had either you or Detective White seen any 

video footage prior to talking to him?

A I'm not sure.  I believe Detective White may have. 

Q And in the course of the conversation, did you ask him 

what happened in the parking lot?

A Yes, ma'am. 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Your Honor, this is subject to my prior 

objection --- 
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THE COURT:  All right.  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  --- we had the hearing on. 

THE COURT:  Overruled.  

Go ahead.

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q And when you spoke with him in the room, you talked with 

him about what happened in the parking lot; correct?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  Now, when you talked with him in the beginning of 

the conversation, tell these folks, did you ask him whether or 

not he fired a weapon out there in that parking lot that 

night?

A Yes, ma'am. 

MR. RIGNEY:  Your Honor -- may we approach, please?

THE COURT:  All right.  Come on up.  

BENCH CONFERENCE

(The following bench conference was held outside the 

hearing of the jury and others.)

MR. RIGNEY:  We're getting close to Bruton, because she's 

asking him what's going on in the interview.  And I want to 

make sure that we don't get into that. 

THE COURT:  Yeah, he can't say anything -- 

MS. LIVESAY:  I understand that.  He knows that. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  All right. 

MR. RIGNEY:  I want to make sure that we're on the same 
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level here. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  All right.  Thank you.  

(Open court resumes as follows:) 

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q So, Mr. Kyer, let me kind of get -- get back to where I 

was because I don't want to lose my train of thought here.  

In the beginning of the conversation with Tai'Yuan 

Jackson, did you ask Tai'Yuan whether or not he fired a gun in 

the parking lot?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And in the beginning of the conversation tell these folks 

what he told you.  

A He was adamant that he did not fire a gun. 

Q Okay.  So he told you no?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  Now, tell these folks -- you talked to him for 

about an hour?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  Now, tell these folks, at some point, did that 

change in the course of the conversation?

A Yes, ma'am, it did. 

Q And so you're talking to him.  So, at some point, did he 

say he fired in the parking lot?

A Yes, ma'am.  About halfway through the interview, he did 

change his story and say that he did fire a weapon. 
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Q Okay.  So tell these folks how many times he told you he 

fired out there in the parking lot.  

A Halfway through, he told us first that he fired one time; 

however, that did change again. 

Q Okay.  And he said at first one time.  And then what did 

he say?

A A little bit later, he said that he may have fired a 

second time. 

Q So it went from "I didn't fire" to "I did fire"?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  So, ultimately, he told you he did fire in the 

parking lot?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  Now, in the course of this interview and he's 

telling you that, did he appear afraid?

A No, ma'am.  He said he was afraid, but it seemed like it 

referenced the incident itself, not where he was at the time. 

Q Okay.  And in the course of the conversation, did you 

confront him about -- did you confront him about wearing this 

snazzy green outfit in the parking lot?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And tell these folks, what did he tell you about 

wearing that green outfit in the parking lot?

A He told us that he did not have that on.  He had changed 

his outfit earlier in the day because someone on the boulevard 
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was wearing something identical. 

Q Okay.  So, in the beginning, he told you he didn't fire; 

correct?  

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And he told you he was not wearing the green outfit?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q But at some point then it was "I did fire"?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And did he ever come off that he was indeed 

wearing the green outfit?

A I don't recall. 

Q Okay.  Not directly?

A No. 

Q Okay.  But he was confronted about wearing the green 

outfit?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And it was after that when he told you he had 

fired; is that correct? 

A I believe so, yes. 

Q Okay.  Now, did you promise or threaten him for this 

statement?

A No, ma'am. 

Q So, just in the course of the conversation, it eventually 

came around to "I did fire"?

A Yes, ma'am. 
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Q Okay.  Now, let me ask you this:  Did you ask him about 

the gun that he fired in the parking lot?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  Did he tell you -- tell these folks, did he tell 

you where the gun was?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And where was the gun?

A He told us that the gun would be inside of his vehicle. 

Q Okay.  So the gun that he used is right there inside the 

vehicle?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  So that gun should be able to tell us really how 

many times he fired; right? 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Your Honor, I object to the leading. 

THE COURT:  Sustained.  

A It could.  Yes, ma'am.  It could. 

THE COURT:  Strike that.

She needs to re-ask the question. 

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q So he told you where to find the gun that he used to fire 

in the parking lot?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q So he said, "I fired and you can find the gun right there 

in my truck"?

A Yes, ma'am. 
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Q Okay.  And is that the extent, basically, of what 

Tai'Yuan Jackson told you as to what he did out there in the 

parking lot?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  So, eventually, he did tell you he fired?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  But it was sometime after you confronted him with 

the evidence?

A Yes. 

MS. LIVESAY:  No further questions for this witness.

THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Hoffmeyer?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Thank you.  

CROSS-EXAMINATION 

BY MR. HOFFMEYER:  

Q I have a few follow-up questions for you.  First of 

all -- and I'm Jim Hoffmeyer.  We met the other day briefly, I 

think.  

Your last name again?  

A Kyer, K-y-e-r.  Kyer.

Q K-y-e-r?  

A Yes. 

Q All right.  And it's Detective Kyer?

A Yes. 

Q All right.  Detective Kyer, I want to kind of set the 

scene for this statement a little bit.  It's my understanding, 
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when you first would have come into contact with my client 

Mr. Jackson, he would have been out at the Circle K for a 

period of time; is that right? 

A Not when I came into contact with him, no. 

Q I didn't ask that very well.  You came into contact after 

he had been detained at the Circle K, is that right, and then 

was brought to the annex?

A I came in contact with him at the annex. 

Q Right.  Are you aware that he was at the Circle K before 

being brought to the annex?

A I'm aware that he had been stopped by County.  I don't 

know where exactly.  I didn't have that information.  I just 

know he was stopped. 

Q I got you.  And you are aware that he had been stopped 

and detained for, at the time of this statement, maybe about 

six or seven hours?  Are you aware of that?

A I'm not sure about the time frame of that.  I just know 

he was stopped.  

Q You don't think that's important to know how long 

somebody has been in custody, if they're tired, if they 

haven't slept, if they need to eat, before you ask them 

questions?

A That wasn't where I came into the situation, so I don't 

know how long he was in custody.  I don't know any of that.

Q Right.  And you didn't know him at all before this 
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particular incident when you came into contact with him at the 

annex; right?

A No. 

Q Okay.  So you wouldn't have known his level of education 

at that time?

A No. 

Q Did you know he was 19?

A I generally knew about what age he was, 19, 20, somewhere 

in there.

Q Okay.  So you knew he was young?

A Yes. 

Q You didn't know if he had any type of intellectual 

disability or anything like that, did you?

A No, sir. 

Q All right.  And you didn't know if he was on any type of 

medication or anything such as that, did you?

A No, sir. 

Q Now, I understand that you have or will tell the State, 

based upon your interaction with him, he seemed fine; right?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay.  You knew he was a suspect in a murder case; right?

A At that time, he was just an involved person.  I didn't 

know what his role was until we began interviewing. 

Q An involved person who had been arrested and detained at 

the Circle K and brought to the annex in handcuffs; right?
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A Yes, sir. 

Q I see.  Now, as far as his time there with you -- and you 

touched on this a little bit with -- Ms. Livesay asked about 

his being afraid.  He indicated during the interview on more 

than one occasion he was afraid, didn't he?

A He did. 

Q In fact, he used the term "scared"; isn't that right?

A Yes, sir. 

Q And I believe that you told Ms. Livesay on direct that 

you indicated that, in your opinion, if he was scared based 

upon what the circumstances -- what he had gone through, 

something to that effect?

A That's how it seemed, based on what he was saying, yes. 

Q I see.  Of course, he could also have been scared because 

two officers were there, and he had never -- two armed 

officers, and he had never been in -- through anything like 

that in his life before; is that fair to say?

A He could be. 

Q Now, as we go into this statement -- did you know about 

what time the statement took place?

A I believe it was just after 7. 

Q 7 p.m., obviously?

A Yes. 

Q All right.  And he asked to speak to his mother a couple 

of times during that interview, too, didn't he?
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A I don't recall. 

Q Okay.  That's fine.  That's fine.  

And so he's there at 7 p.m., and you take this statement, 

and he tells you that he didn't fire the gun.  He didn't fire 

a gun; right?

A At first. 

Q Okay.  Says he didn't fire a gun.  The statement didn't 

end there.

A No. 

Q You didn't believe him?

A We didn't say we didn't believe him.  We continued on 

with our investigation. 

Q Well, if you had believed he never fired a gun, you 

wouldn't have kept asking him if he fired a gun, would you?

A We had to finish the conversation to get to the rest of 

the investigation. 

Q All right.  And so then he tells you he fired one time.  

He said he fired in the air, didn't he? 

A At first, yes. 

Q Okay.  At first?

A Yes. 

Q I have heard the statement.  That's the only thing I 

recall, is that he fired into the air.  Are you disagreeing 

with that?

A No.  He said he fired in the air. 
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Q Okay.  And then -- he said he fired in the air more than 

once; isn't that fair to say?  More than one time.  He said, 

"I only fired in the air one time"; isn't that right? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And then, later on -- well, y'all didn't believe 

that, did you?  Because you kept asking him questions.  

A We're just getting through the investigation.  That's 

all. 

Q Sure.  I understand.  And so then he says, "I fired in 

the air two times," didn't he?

A Yes. 

Q Now, with regard to this gun that you say that he said 

was put into the Yukon, you're telling us that he said that 

that was the gun he shot in the air that he put into -- 

MS. LIVESAY:  Your Honor, I just have to object because I 

don't think anybody has said anything about a Yukon, including 

this investigator. 

THE COURT:  Overruled.  Go ahead. 

BY MR. HOFFMEYER: 

Q And you can correct me if I'm wrong.  I thought that you 

told us on direct -- that you said something to the effect of 

my client saying the gun that he shot was put into his 

vehicle.  Is that the way you phrased it or not? 
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A He told us that there was a gun in the vehicle.  He had 

the gun in the vehicle. 

Q He told you he had a gun in the vehicle?

A I don't remember the exact wording, but when we asked him 

about the gun, he said it was in the vehicle. 

Q All right.  Well, it's a very important distinction.  "A 

gun in the vehicle" is very different from "the gun in the 

vehicle."  You don't know, do you? 

A We asked him about the gun specifically.  He said it was 

in his vehicle. 

Q Now, if he said it -- y'all didn't go and get the gun 

right then, did you?

A No. 

Q With -- the time that you're with him, do you know where 

the vehicles were?

A I don't. 

Q My client's vehicle?

A I don't. 

Q Do you know who may have had access to that vehicle?

A I don't. 

Q If you'll excuse me one second.  

(Conferring with client.) 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  If you'll indulge me one second, Judge. 

THE COURT:  All right.  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Thank you very much, Officer. 
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THE COURT:  Mr. Rigney, cross-examination?  

MR. RIGNEY:  I have no questions, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  Redirect?  

MS. LIVESAY:  No further questions. 

THE COURT:  All right.  You may step down.  

THE WITNESS:  Thank you. 

THE COURT:  State can call your next witness.  

MS. LIVESAY:  Yes, sir, Your Honor.  At this time, we'd 

like to call Damonni Clayton to the stand.  

DAMONNI CLAYTON,

after having been duly sworn, was examined and testified 

to as follows: 

THE CLERK:  Get you to state your name and spell your 

last name for the Court. 

THE WITNESS:  My name is Damonni Clayton.  My last name 

is C-l-a-y-t-o-n. 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q And Ms. Clayton, how old are you?

A I'm 20. 

Q Okay.  And are you currently working or in school?

A Can we ask relevant questions, please?  

THE COURT:  No, ma'am.  Just answer the questions.  Okay?  

The attorneys will raise objections --- 

THE WITNESS:  Working.  
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THE COURT:  --- if they need to be.  Go ahead and just 

answer the questions she asks. 

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Are you currently in school or working?

A I just answered.  Working. 

Q Okay.  And where are you from?

A I'm from Baltimore, Maryland. 

Q Okay.  And where are you living now?

A Florence. 

Q Okay.  And do you know those people sitting right back 

there?

A You got to be specific.  

MS. LIVESAY:  If I can have Quay's grandparents stand up. 

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q Do you recognize them?

A Yes. 

Q Who are they?

A Quay's grandparents. 

Q And tell us how you know Quay Dickens.  

A He was a friend of mine.  I know him from school and 

mutual friends. 

Q Okay.  And did you see him when you were in Myrtle Beach 

in April of 2022?

A Yes, I did. 

Q Okay.  And where were you when you saw him?
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A I was in a parking lot. 

Q And how did he appear?

A What do you mean, like how did he appear? 

Q Did Quay appear in good spirits?  Did he appear --- 

A Yes. 

Q --- healthy?

A He was in a good mood. 

Q Okay.  And was he there to visit with you and your 

friends?  

A No, not there to visit with me and my friends.  It was 

spring break, so a lot of people -- a lot of teenagers go out 

to the beach during spring break.  

Q Okay.  So you happened to be there and he happened to be 

there? 

A Yes. 

Q And y'all ended up meeting up?

A Yes. 

Q And how old was Quay?

A He was 17. 

Q Okay.  Was he in high school?

A Yes. 

Q Did Quay play any sports?

A Yes, he did.  Continue. 

Q That night, what happened?

A That night, me and my friends got to the parking lot, and 
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we was there -- it felt like five to ten minutes.  And then 

that's when the shooting started. 

Q When you -- how many shots did you hear ring out?

A I can't tell you. 

Q But you heard the shots ring out; is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q And when you heard the shots ring out, where was Quay?

A He was outside of the car. 

Q Okay.  And when the shots ring out, what does he do?

A He got in the car. 

Q And when he got in the car, was he hit?

A Was he hit previously, before he got in the car, or after 

he got in the car?

Q Do you know when he was hit?

A Yes, I do. 

Q When was he hit?

A When he was in the car. 

Q Okay.  And did he say anything?

A Yes. 

Q What did he say?

A He said, "I'm hit, I'm fading."

Q Okay.  And what did you do next?

A Next, we -- well, I pulled out of the parking lot.  And I 

know it was a bunch of police officers previously on the 

strip, so -- one of us was trying to pull up the hospital.  We 
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don't know our way around Myrtle Beach, so we was trying to 

pull up a hospital -- the closest hospital.  And one of us was 

trying to call 911.  I was trying to -- we was just trying 

to -- it was just so much going on.  

So I was going -- I was driving.  Like, I just pulled out 

of the parking lot first, before we ever tried to look up 

anything or do anything, before he ever said anything to us.  

Like, as soon as we pulled out the parking lot and hit the -- 

hit the street, that's when he said something.  

So I'm looking for a police officer, and I could not find 

one.  But when I did, like -- I think I went over, like, a 

block or two, and then I found a police officer.  And I was 

trying to -- like, I was honking the horn and I was trying to 

get him to stop, but -- it's, like, he stopped, and that's how 

we ended up in the alleyway.  He stopped and then he kept 

going.  

So we was still on the phone with 911 and -- yeah, we're 

just in the alleyway, waiting for someone to get there.  And 

while we were waiting -- we didn't know where he was hit at.  

So we -- like, once we parked -- because, like, the officer 

stopped, but then he kept going.  So while we were there, 

we -- we hopped out, and we were just, like, "Help" -- like, 

"Help, we need help.  Our friend is shot.  We need help."  

And so some people from the strip came over and they was 

helping us take him out the car so we could -- we didn't know 
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where he got hit at.  We didn't see any blood; we didn't see 

anything.  We had to figure out where he got hit at.  

So we take him out the car so we could try to see where 

the bullet went into.

And we -- from what I can remember, the police -- not 

police, the ambulance came shortly after.  And then they made 

us back up.  They let this random drunk lady stay with him, 

and they made us leave, and they was threatening us and they 

told us that if we stepped closer, that they were going to 

arrest us.  And they was, like, grabbing their guns.  And they 

let this drunk lady stay with him.  And they -- they made us 

back up.  The whole time, we're trying to tell him, "She don't 

-- she don't know him."  Like, "The people he came here with, 

they're not with him.  We're the only ones here with him.  Why 

are you making us leave him?  Why are you making us back up, 

but you're letting this random lady stay with him?"

And whenever they finally did back the lady up, she went 

over to, like, the nearest corner and she just passed out and 

then she started throwing up and -- it just didn't make any 

sense.  And then -- did you have any more?  

Q Did you see a gun?

A No.  I can stop you there.  I didn't see no gun. 

Q And you didn't see a gun on the victim, Quay Dickens?

A No.  He did not have a gun on him. 

Q He was completely unarmed?
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A Completely unarmed.  Because we had to find -- we had to 

figure out where he got hit at.  I would have seen the gun on 

him then.  He did not have a gun on him. 

Q And did -- was he arguing with anybody out there?

A From the time that I got there, no. 

Q Okay.  And do you even know these defendants?

A No, I do not know them.

Q Do you have any reason to believe he even knows these 

defendants?

A No. 

Q And he just happened to be out in the parking lot with 

y'all when the shots were fired?

A Well, he got there first, but it's, like, people was 

coming from off of the strip, so a good bit of people had 

parked over there.  And I don't know, like -- I don't know 

what time they got over there or how long they was over there, 

but we went over there because we knew they was out there, and 

we wanted to see our friends before we went back home. 

Q Okay.  And when you say your friends, you don't mean the 

defendants?  You don't know them.  

A Them?  

Q Yes. 

A No. 

Q Okay.  Okay.  And did anybody in your car have a weapon?

A No. 
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Q Okay.  And did anybody in your car have any kind of 

arguments with anybody?

A No. 

Q And did you see any kind of ski mask or anything?

A No. 

Q You did not?

A No. 

Q Do you know whether or not Mr. Dickens survived that 

gunshot wound? 

THE WITNESS:  I can't hear. 

THE COURT:  You need to speak up -- both of you need to 

speak up a little bit louder so the jury can hear you.  They 

can't hear you.  

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Do you know whether or not Quay Dickens survived the 

gunshot wound?

A He did not. 

Q How long had you known Mr. Dickens?

A Well, we'd been going to the same schools, so I knew of 

him since middle school, but we started hanging out that year, 

sometime around that year.  Actually, a little bit -- I would 

say, towards the end of the following year.  Towards the end 

of 2021. 

MS. LIVESAY:  No further questions. 

THE COURT:  Mr. Rigney, cross-examination?  
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Ma'am, you need to stay seated. 

THE WITNESS:  Oh. 

THE COURT:  Got some more questions.  

CROSS-EXAMINATION 

BY MR. RIGNEY:  

Q Good afternoon.  Probably one question.  You said you did 

not see anybody with a gun?

A No, I did not. 

Q You didn't see anyone shoot, then?

A No, I did not. 

MR. RIGNEY:  Thank you, ma'am. 

THE COURT:  Mr. Hoffmeyer?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  I don't have any questions.  

But thank you, ma'am. 

THE COURT:  Redirect?  

MS. LIVESAY:  No further questions. 

THE COURT:  All right.  You may step down.

Let's go ahead and take a short break.  We have been at 

it a little bit over an hour.

Ladies and gentlemen, we're going to take our afternoon 

break, give you an opportunity to stretch your legs, use the 

restroom, whatever the case may be.  Do not discuss the case.  

It's still too early for deliberations.  Don't talk about it 

even among yourselves.  We'll take about a 15-minute break and 

then come back and resume.  Thank you very much.  
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(The jury exited the courtroom at 2:42 p.m.) 

THE COURT:  All right.  Anything from the State before we 

take a short recess?  

MS. LIVESAY:  No, sir. 

THE COURT:  Mr. Hoffmeyer?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  No, sir, Judge. 

THE COURT:  Mr. Rigney?  Anything before we take a 

recess?  

MR. RIGNEY:  No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Let's take about a 10- or 

15-minute break and then we'll come back.  

(A brief recess was taken from 2:43 p.m. to 2:59 p.m.)

(State's Exhibit Nos. 75-150, Photographs, were marked 

for identification.)  

THE COURT:  The clerk just informed me the jury is having 

a hard time hearing you, Ms. Livesay, and hearing you, 

Mr. Rigney.  So y'all need to speak up, okay, because the jury 

said they just can't hear y'all. 

All right.  Anything from the State before we bring the 

jury back in?  

MS. LIVESAY:  No, sir. 

THE COURT:  Mr. Hoffmeyer?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  No, sir.  Judge, we were just looking 

through some photographs the State provided.  It might save us 

a little time in front of the jury.  If you want us to 
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continue to do so, we will.  Or we'll just get started.  

THE COURT:  If it's going to save us time, whatever you 

want to do, go ahead. 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Thank you. 

THE COURT:  All right.  

(Pause in the proceedings.)

MATTER OF LAW

THE COURT:  Are we ready?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Your Honor, we had two brief issues we 

can probably take up and save some time.  They relate to this 

next witness. 

THE COURT:  All right. 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Your Honor may recall that there is some 

investigation related to the next witness, where she works.  

And I think both lawyers last week at motions hearings -- our 

initial reaction to that was to ask the Court to exclude her 

testimony based upon credibility.  Your Honor ruled against us 

on that.  And then the next thing that I inquired about was my 

ability to cross-examine that same witness under Rule 608, and 

I believe Your Honor has ruled against my ability to do that.  

So I don't want to lose that in terms of -- for appellate 

purposes.  

I can proffer what I would ask her, but I can't proffer 

what she might say.  I may need to make a record on that, but 

I think what she will say is that some pictures were shared 
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that were not supposed to be shared, but she did not know that 

she couldn't share them, essentially is I believe what she 

would say.  We believe that, on cross-examination, I would 

establish that's a violation of a particular policy and that 

she was or should have been aware of that.  That, in essence, 

is the testimony from the officer.  And the policy would 

relate to the policies of the officers.  

That's all I have on that issue. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Rigney, anything on that 

issue?  

MR. RIGNEY:  I would concur with what he said, and this 

is what I said last week as well.  I think that that's a 

question of credibility.  He should be able to address that or 

exclude the testimony. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Well, let me hear from -- what do 

y'all say is the credibility issue?  As I understand, she 

showed her boyfriend some photos of a crime scene on another 

case and he accompanied her to the police gym.  Myrtle Beach 

Police Department says that was against Department policy.  

She admitted to both acts and just said she didn't know it was 

against Department policy.  What is the credibility issue, the 

fact that she says she did not know it was against Department 

policy?  Because she admitted to the action.  She said, "Yeah, 

I did it.  I didn't know it was wrong." 

MR. RIGNEY:  Your Honor, I think the -- 
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MS. LIVESAY:  Can I say something before we venture?  I 

think it may help the Court.  

THE COURT:  All right.  

MS. LIVESAY:  So Detective White just informed me that 

the investigation -- she was cleared and she's back at work.  

Is that correct?  

DETECTIVE WHITE:  Yes. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Yeah.  So that investigation now has come 

to an end, and they have found, my understanding, is 

nothing -- no wrongdoing, nothing -- 

DETECTIVE WHITE:  Correct.  She told the truth. 

MS. LIVESAY:  I'm sorry?  

DETECTIVE WHITE:  She told the truth. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Yeah, she's telling the truth, yes.

THE COURT:  Okay.  Then it's a nonissue, so I'm still not 

going to allow any cross-examination on that issue. 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Your Honor, the only other thing is I 

believe the State is going to introduce some photographs that 

derive from the search of my client's vehicle.  And as the 

Court knows, I have moved to suppress that evidence and don't 

want to waive that by that introduction. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Well, I mean, they still have to 

lay the foundation.  If your objection is based upon your 

pretrial Motion to Suppress, then I'm sticking by that 

ruling --
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MR. HOFFMEYER:  Yes, sir. 

THE COURT:  -- and deny your motions on that ground.

Anything further before we bring the jury in? 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  No, sir, Judge. 

THE COURT:  Mr. Rigney?  

MR. RIGNEY:  No, sir. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Let's bring the jury in.  

(The jury entered the courtroom at 3:11 p.m.) 

THE COURT:  All right, ladies and gentlemen.  Welcome 

back.  We're ready to resume the trial of the case.  The State 

can call your next witness.   

MS. LIVESAY:  Thank you, Your Honor.  At this time, the 

State calls Shylah Davis.  

SHYLAH DAVIS,

after having been duly sworn, was examined and testified 

to as follows: 

THE CLERK:  Get you to state your name and then spell 

your last name for the Court. 

THE WITNESS:  Shylah Davis, D-a-v-i-s.  

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q Ms. Davis, if you don't mind, tell these folks where you 

are currently employed.  

A Myrtle Beach Police Department. 

Q And how long have you been with the police department?
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A I've been with the police department approximately eight 

years.  In the Crime Scene Unit for about four. 

Q Okay.  And tell them what kind of training you underwent 

to work for the Myrtle Beach Police Department.  

A So I have an associate's degree in criminal justice and 

in CSI.  I have training through the South Carolina Criminal 

Justice Academy.  I have basic crime scene through Piedmont 

Central.  And just basic on-scene training with the 

Department. 

Q And what are your current responsibilities?

A Crime scene collection of evidence and stuff. 

Q And what were your responsibilities in April of 2022?

A Crime scene. 

Q And what training specifically to crime scene have you 

had?

A I have done on-field training.  I have had, like I said, 

with Central Piedmont, just evidence collection and stuff like 

that. 

Q And tell them a little bit about what you do as a crime 

scene investigator.

A So my job primarily is to go out on scenes, collect 

evidence, preserve the evidence, bring it back.  I do 

different types of analysis and stuff on it, with evidence, 

when I bring it back to the office and stuff.  Just packaging 

it and put it in the appropriate places. 
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Q Okay.  And do you respond to every crime or mostly 

violent crimes?

A Mostly violent crimes, but it just depends on the 

criteria of the crime at the time. 

Q Okay.  And did you respond to the murder that we're here 

today for?

A I did. 

Q Okay.  And did you respond to that parking lot at Withers 

and Mr. Joe White?

A I did. 

Q Okay.  And was it close in time to when the murder 

happened?

A I think it was closer to -- I'm not sure of the exact 

time as to when it happened, but pretty close in proximity 

with that. 

Q Okay.  Was it still dark out?

A It was. 

Q Okay.  And when you first came out, where did you go 

first?

A First, I started -- because it was a rather large scene, 

I started over near Withers Alley/Sugar Alley side. 

Q Okay.  And did you document what you saw at Sugar Alley?

A I did. 

Q Okay.  And where did you go next?

A From that, I went over to the far side of the middle of 
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the parking lot which is where there was a car that I next 

processed overall photos of. 

Q Okay.  And so, in Sugar Alley, was there a vehicle in 

Sugar Alley that you processed?

A There was. 

Q Okay.  Did you photograph -- and did it have a bullet 

hole?

A It did. 

Q Okay.  And then you went closer in to the parking lot?

A Correct. 

Q Okay.  And as you went in closer in to the parking lot, 

there was another vehicle that had been shot?

A That is correct. 

Q And you documented that vehicle?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And then when you left out from there, where did 

you go?

A From there, I made my way around to the front side of the 

parking lot, on Withers, right along in front of the parking 

lot where there was other evidence there, so I started there 

next. 

Q Okay.  So then you actually went -- the outskirts of the 

parking lot?

A Correct. 

Q Okay.  And collected, documented everything you collected 
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there?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And then did you go into the parking lot?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And did you document everything there?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  So you photographed everything you saw, moving 

from the outside all the way into the crime scene?

A Yes, that is correct. 

Q Okay.  I'm going to show you now what's been marked as 

State's Exhibits 75 through 150.  Take a quick second to look 

through there and tell me if you recognize all those 

photographs. 

A Yes, ma'am, I recognize those photographs. 

Q Are all those the photographs you took?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And those are the photographs documenting you moving from 

outside to inside to the crime scene?

A That is correct. 

Q And have any of them been tampered with in any form or 

fashion?

A No, ma'am. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Your Honor, at this time, the State wishes 

to place 75 through 150 into evidence and publish them to the 

jury. 
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THE COURT:  Any objection? 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  No objection, Judge. 

THE COURT:  All right.  

MR. RIGNEY:  No objection, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  State's Exhibits 75 through 150 admitted into 

evidence without objection.  

(State's Exhibit Nos. 75 through 150 were received into 

evidence.) 

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q Let me show you this as well.  I just showed defense 

counsel.  41 through -- 41 and 44.  Do you recognize these two 

sketches?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q Okay.  And are these the sketches you did? 

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And do these sketches show where you collected evidence 

from the crime scene?

A Yes, ma'am. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Your Honor, at this time, the State wishes 

to put 41 and 44 into evidence and publish at the appropriate 

time. 

THE COURT:  Any objection? 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  No objection. 

MR. RIGNEY:  No, Your Honor, no objection. 

THE COURT:  State's Exhibits 41 and 44 admitted into 
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evidence without objection.  

(State's Exhibit Nos. 41 and 44 were received into 

evidence.)  

MS. LIVESAY:  Thank you.  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q All right.  Ms. Davis, if you don't mind, can you -- I 

don't know if it's easier if you look here or there.  

So if you don't mind, we're looking at State's 

Exhibit 41, or State's Evidence 41.  What are we looking at?

A This is just a basic overall. 

Q Okay.  And is this the alley?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And is this the first place you went?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And about how far is this alley from the parking 

lot?

A It's not far at all.  It's kind of -- it's at a different 

angle, so it's not -- I can't give you an approximate -- 

Q Okay.  

A -- but it's not far at all. 

Q Okay.  Walking distance?

A Absolutely. 

Q Okay.  And tell me -- why did you start here?

A I typically like to just kind of work my way through so 

that I can process the scene thoroughly, so I like to start 
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from a specific -- and this is where I started. 

Q Okay.  And is this exactly how it appeared when you 

arrived?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  

MS. LIVESAY:  And can we see the next photograph.  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q What are we looking at here?

A This is just showing some of the evidence that was 

outside the vehicle. 

Q Okay.  And it appears to be clothing, but you were there.  

Is it clothing?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And is it customary for the clothing to be cut off 

of gunshot victims? 

A Yes, it is. 

Q Okay.  And did you see a gun or a weapon out there?

A I did not. 

Q Did you see any shell casings out there?

A No, I did not. 

Q Okay.  What are we looking at here?

A So this is just another angle of the vehicle, just 

showing the other -- because, typically, I do all four corners 

of the vehicle, so...

Q To show where there's a gunshot into the car and where 
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there's not?

A Exactly. 

Q Is that fair?  Okay.  

What are we looking at here?

A This is what appears to be a single bullet hole through 

the side of the vehicle. 

Q Okay.  And was that the only bullet hole you saw in this 

particular car?

A Yes, in this particular car. 

Q Okay.  And we're looking at, now, a close-up?

A That is correct. 

Q Okay.  And what are we looking at here?

A This is a cell phone. 

Q And did that come out of the victim's shorts?

A Correct. 

Q Okay.  And -- so you looked through the pockets of the 

victim's clothing? 

A That is correct. 

Q Okay.  And you found this cell phone?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Did you find any kind of weapon of any kind?

A No, I did not. 

Q Okay.  Did you find any kind of shell casings?

A No, I did not. 

Q Did you even see a pocket knife on this young man?
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A No, ma'am.

Q Now, after you photographed the car that the victim was 

in, where did you go next?

A So from that point, I went around the parking lot to 

where another vehicle was located that also sustained bullet 

holes. 

Q Okay.  So now we're moving even closer to the parking 

lot?

A That is correct. 

Q Okay.  

A So now just on the outside of the parking lot. 

THE COURT:  You're going to need to speak into the mic. 

THE WITNESS:  Sorry. 

THE COURT:  As a matter of fact, if you need to pull it 

down closer to you. 

THE WITNESS:  I'm short, sorry. 

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q So -- now, is this a different vehicle?

A This is a different vehicle, yes.

Q Okay.  And this vehicle is closer to the parking lot?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  So now we're moving closer in?

A Correct. 

Q And did you document this vehicle?

A So I documented outside photographs of this vehicle, yes. 
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Q Okay.  And what are we looking at here?

A This is just an overall of the vehicle. 

Q Okay.  And what are we looking at here?

A This is an overall, and this is to show some of the 

damage to the vehicle. 

Q Okay.  And do you see any bullet holes in the vehicle in 

this picture?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  Where do you see bullet holes?

A Toward the back, and it was possible that the wheel was 

shot as well. 

Q Okay.  And did you see any weapons around this vehicle?

A I did not. 

Q Did you see any shell casings around this vehicle?

A I did not. 

Q Okay.  And did you see the guy that the vehicle belonged 

to?

A Yes. 

Q So he was still on the scene?

A Yes.  

Q Was he -- 

A From my understanding.  

Q I'm sorry.  Go ahead. 

A To my understanding, yes, because we had to get consent 

from him, so...
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Q Okay.  And was he the one changing his tire?

A Yes. 

Q And what are we looking at here?

A This is just more of the view of where the shots were in 

the vehicle. 

Q Okay.  So were all the bullet holes in that kind of back 

area, rear area?

A Yes, to my understanding. 

Q Okay.  And is this documenting the bullet holes you saw 

in this particular car?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  Nothing here?

A No, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  So all -- there were three bullet holes towards 

the back of the car?

A Yes, that I could clearly determine -- 

Q Okay.  

A -- from just taking overall photographs, yes. 

Q Okay.  And you didn't see any weapons?

A I did not. 

Q Nor shell casings?

A No. 

Q Where did you go next?

A So next I made my way around to Withers on the other 

side, just before entering in the parking lot.  
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Q Okay.  

A So it's the road in between. 

Q Okay.  So at least at this point two cars were hit with 

bullets?

A That's correct. 

Q Okay.  Okay.  Are we getting to the parking lot now?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And are you documenting here where the shooting 

occurred or where at this time you believed the shooting 

occurred?

A Yes.  That's an overall photo of that, yes. 

Q Okay.  Now, tell these folks -- what are we looking at 

here?

A So this is just an overall of basically where the casings 

were located in retrospect to the parking lot and the roadway 

here. 

Q Okay.  And is this outside the parking lot?

A Yes, this is just outside the parking lot. 

Q Okay.  And did you do a sketch documenting just that?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  I'm going to show you now State's Evidence No. 44.  

If you can, step down for me, Ms. Davis.  Show me -- show 

these folks here -- what are we looking at?

A Okay.  So this is the overall of the parking lot and, as 

you can see in the photograph here, this is where the first 
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casings, I started documenting, were located, on Withers 

Drive.  So this is Withers Drive here. 

Q Okay.  So we're looking at, now, leading into or leading 

out of the parking lot?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And did you collect those shell casings?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And before we get too far along, were there other 

shell casings collected?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And did you do a sketch so we will know where 

those were collected?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  I'm going to show you now State's Evidence No. 41.  

Tell these folks, before they look at the pictures, so they 

can get an idea -- what are they looking at?

A So as you can see, this is -- again, this is the whole 

parking lot, and this is Withers Drive here.  And I just went 

ahead and put 1 and 2 here so you can kind of get an idea of 

where the casings come out to the parking lot, because this 

picture doesn't cover it.  This is where the majority of 

casings that I collected were located inside the parking lot. 

Q And did you document all of the casings you collected via 

photograph?

A Yes, ma'am. 
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Q Okay.  Now, if you don't mind, we're going to go through 

these pictures, and I'm going to hold the sketch up so we can 

kind of figure out where that casing is.  Okay?  

MS. LIVESAY:  Lacey, can we get -- hold on.

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q So what we're looking at now is represented on State's 

Evidence No. 44.  So this is a picture of this area; am I 

correct? 

A That is correct. 

Q Okay.  And we're looking at No. 6.  What are we looking 

at? 

A This is a shell casing. 

Q And did you collect that shell casing?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And when you collected it, did you put it in some 

sort of sealed box with documentation?

A Yes, absolutely. 

Q Okay.  And did you tamper with it while it was in your 

custody and control?

A No. 

Q And did you put that shell casing in evidence?

A I did, yes. 

Q Okay.  And so that casing right there came from right 

here?

A That is correct, mm-hmm. 
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Q Okay.  So now we're looking at No. 5.  And that casing 

came from right here; correct?

A That is correct. 

Q Okay.  So these numbers on this sketch are going to match 

those?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And did you collect that shell casing?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And was it sealed and documented?

A Absolutely. 

Q Did you tamper with it in any form or fashion?

A No. 

Q I'm showing now No. 4.  Is that this shell casing here?

A That is correct. 

Q Okay.  And did you collect it?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And did you seal and document it in the box?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Did you tamper with it in any form or fashion?

A No. 

Q No. 3.  So now we're moving closer into the parking lot; 

correct? 

A That is correct. 

Q Okay.  And is this No. 3? 

A It is. 
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Q Okay.  And did you collect that shell casing?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And did you document the box and seal it?

A Yes, I did. 

Q Did you ever tamper it with in any form or fashion?

A No. 

Q Okay.  So now we're looking at the outskirts of the 

parking lot; is that correct? 

A Yes, that's correct. 

Q And is that entryway that we're looking at this entryway?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And what are we looking at here?

A So this is just another overall photograph of the scene 

and into the parking lot. 

Q Okay.  And so -- here's the blue umbrella on the sketch; 

correct?

A That is correct. 

Q Okay.  So what are we looking at here? 

A So this is, again, another overall, but it's showing 

where one of the casings were located just outside.  So that 

is going to be No. 1 right here. 

Q Okay.  So No. 1 is right here on the sketch?

A That's correct. 

Q Okay.  And that's going to be a shell casing?

A Yes, ma'am. 
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Q And did you collect it?

A I did. 

Q And did you put it in a sealed box with documentation?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And did you ever tamper with it in any form or fashion?

A No.

Q Okay.  Tell these folks, what are we looking at now?  

A So, again, this is just another overall.  This is to show 

where, in relation -- all the casings -- the majority of the 

casings are located. 

Q And did you collect all those shell casings?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And are those casings documented on this sketch?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  So as we look at the numbers here, it correlates 

with the number on the picture?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  So show these folks -- where is No. 2?

A So No. 2 is going to be right here, going into the 

parking lot. 

Q What are we looking at now?

A So this is, again, another overall in relation to where 

the casings are. 

Q Okay.  And show them where 39 and 40 are.  

A So 39 and 40 are going to be right in here. 
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Q Now, you documented on this sketch where the tan Tahoe 

is; correct?

A Yes. 

Q And the black Tahoe; correct?

A That is correct. 

Q Okay.  And did you -- on the sketch, did you document the 

license plate?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And did you get that information off the video?

A Off the video?

Q Yes, ma'am.  

A No. 

Q Where did you get it?

A From the vehicle itself. 

Q Okay.  And you document that the tan Tahoe is here?

A That's correct. 

Q Okay.  And that's UEQ ?

A That's correct. 

Q And you document the black Tahoe where?

A It's up here in this area. 

Q Okay.  And that's going to be 294 ?

A That's correct. 

Q Okay.  Show these folks where these shell casings are as 

the photos come up.

A Okay.  This one is going to be No. 39 in this area here.
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And then No. 40 is going to be a little bit further up 

from that.  Right in here.

Q So this is going to be an overall?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.

A And, again, this is a little bit closer, just showing, 

again, the majority of the casings here.

No. 23 is going to be right here in this area.

And 24 is going to be in this area.

And 25, again, still somewhat in the same area.

And then you have 26, which is going to be right here in 

this area.

And 27, again, in this area.

And then 28 is going to be right here.

And 29, again, in this area.

And No. 30 as well, right here in this area.

31 is going to be just below that.

And 32 you're going to have up here in this area.

33 as well, right in this area.

And No. 34 as you can see right here.

35 as well right in here in this area.

36 is going to be -- oh, right here in this area.  Excuse 

me.  Sorry.

And 37 is going to be right here in this area.

And then 38 is going to be right here in this area as 
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well.

Q So were those all the casings you collected?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  Now what are we looking at?

A So, again, this is going to be another overall photograph 

of the vehicle on the inside of the parking lot.

Q Okay.  And did you mark that on the sketch?

A So that's going to be this Chevy Malibu right here. 

Q Okay.  So this is kind of across from where we were 

looking at all the shell casings?

A That is correct. 

Q Okay.  So we were looking at all the casings here, and 

this Malibu is across from there?

A That is correct. 

Q Okay.  What are we looking at?

A You can see that it has multiple bullet holes in it.  

Again, it's documenting multiple bullet holes in the backside 

of it, and the side. 

Q Okay.  Now, did this car have bullet holes from the front 

all the way to the back?

A It appears to, yes. 

Q Okay.  What are we looking at here?

A And, again, more bullet holes towards the back of the 

vehicle. 

Q Okay.  And were all the bullet holes in the Malibu on 

462



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SHYLAH DAVIS - Direct by Ms. Livesay

State v Tai'Yuan Jackson & Jerelle Hickson
Bobbi Fisher, RPR -- SC Official Court Reporter III

289

that side of the car?

A That's what it appeared to be. 

Q Okay.  And is that why you documented that side of the 

car?

A That's correct. 

Q Okay.  And was that side of the car what was facing the 

area of all these shell casings?

A Yes, that's correct. 

Q Okay.  Now, did you collect every casing we saw in the 

photographs?

A I did, yes. 

Q Okay.  And when you collected each and every shell 

casing, was it sealed in a box and documented?

A Yes, it was. 

Q Okay.  And was it ever tampered with in any form or 

fashion?

A No, it was not. 

Q Okay.  And where did you take those casings?

A Those go back to the crime scene lab in crime scene 

storage. 

Q Okay.  And is that area locked?

A It is locked, yes. 

Q And is that area locked to protect the integrity of the 

evidence?

A Yes, it is. 
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Q Okay.  If you don't mind, have a seat and I'm going to go 

through these things you collected in the parking lot.  If you 

can, I need you to look at each one of these items and I need 

you to let the judge know whether or not you recognize that 

item -- 

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q -- and whether or not you collected them.  

A Do you need me to say what the number is on it?  

Q Yes.  If you don't mind, the exhibit number and whether 

or not you collected it.  

A So this is Exhibit No. 27 and, yes, I collected this.  

It's got my number on it, and signature. 

Q Okay.  And was that collected from the parking lot?

A This one was, yes, collected from the parking lot. 

Q Okay.  And was it sealed?

A It was sealed, yes. 

Q And not tampered with?

A No, it was not.  

Q Okay.  

A And then this is going to be Exhibit 33.  This one as 

well has my initials and signature -- this one was as well. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Your Honor, at this time, the State wishes 

to place 27 and 33 into evidence and publish it to the jury. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Any objection? 

MR. RIGNEY:  Those are just the -- 
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MS. LIVESAY:  These, all the ones collected from the 

parking lot.  Any objection?

MR. HOFFMEYER:  No objection from Mr. Jackson. 

MR. RIGNEY:  No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right.  State's Exhibits 27 and 33 are 

admitted into evidence without objection.  

(State's Exhibit Nos. 27 and 33 were received into 

evidence.)  

THE WITNESS:  And then Exhibit No. 28, that one is mine 

as well. 

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Okay.  And where did it come from?

A This one as well from the parking lot. 

Q Okay.  And is it sealed?

A This is sealed, yes. 

Q And did you tamper with it in any form or fashion?

A I did not.  

MS. LIVESAY:  Your Honor, at this time, the State wishes 

to place 28 into evidence and publish it to the jury.

THE COURT:  Any objection? 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  No objection from Mr. Jackson. 

MR. RIGNEY:  No objection, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  State's Exhibit 28 admitted into evidence 

without objection.  

(State's Exhibit No. 28 was received into evidence.)  
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THE WITNESS:  This is State's 32, and this one I 

recognize as well.  And this one was as well in the parking 

lot. 

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q And did you seal it up and didn't tamper with it?

A Yes.  I sealed it and did not tamper with it.  

MS. LIVESAY:  Your Honor, at this time, the State wishes 

to put 32 into evidence and publish it to the jury.  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  No objection from Mr. Jackson, Your 

Honor. 

MR. RIGNEY:  No objection, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  State's Exhibit 32 admitted into evidence 

without objection.  

(State's Exhibit No. 32 was received into evidence.)  

THE WITNESS:  This one is State's Exhibit No. 34.  This 

one as well I recognize.  And it was not tampered with. 

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q Okay.  And did it come from the parking lot?

A It did.  

MS. LIVESAY:  At this time, the State wishes to put 34 

into evidence and publish it to the jury. 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  No objection. 

MR. RIGNEY:  No objection, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  State's Exhibit 34 admitted into evidence 

without objection.
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(State's Exhibit No. 34 was received into evidence.) 

THE WITNESS:  And then this one is State's 29, and I 

recognize this one as well. 

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Where did it come from?

A And this one as well was from the parking lot. 

Q Okay.  And did you seal it up?

A I did. 

Q Did you ever tamper with it?

A I did not. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Your Honor, at this time, 29 into evidence 

and publish it. 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  No objection. 

MR. RIGNEY:  No objection, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  State's Exhibit 29 admitted into evidence 

without objection.

(State's Exhibit No. 29 was received into evidence.)  

THE WITNESS:  Okay.  And then State's Exhibit No. 24.  

This one as well I recognize.

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Where did you get it?

A This one came from the parking lot as well. 

Q And did you seal it?

A I did. 

Q Did you tamper with it in -- 
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A I did not. 

Q -- any form or fashion?

A No. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Your Honor, at this time, the State wishes 

to put 24 into evidence and publish it to the jury. 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  No objection. 

MR. RIGNEY:  No objection, Your Honor.  

THE COURT:  State's Exhibit 24 admitted into evidence 

without objection. 

(State's Exhibit No. 24 was received into evidence.) 

THE WITNESS:  And then State's Exhibit No. 23.  Again, I 

do recognize this one.  

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Where did it come from? 

A It came from the parking lot.  

Q And did you seal it?

A I did seal it.  

Q Did you ever tamper with it?

A I did not. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Your Honor, at this time, 23 into evidence 

and publish it to the jury.  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  No objection.  And if those are all those 

casings she's testified to, whatever their exhibit numbers, if 

she'd call them out, I don't object to them. 

THE COURT:  Mr. Rigney?  
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MR. RIGNEY:  I have the same feeling, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right.  State's Exhibit 23 admitted into 

evidence without objection.  

(State's Exhibit No. 23 was received into evidence.) 

MS. LIVESAY:  Thank you, Your Honor. 

THE WITNESS:  Do you want me to continue?  

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q If you don't mind, read the exhibit number out.  

A Okay.  Exhibit No. 20, Exhibit No. 26, Exhibit No. 19, 

Exhibit No. 15, Exhibit No. 16, Exhibit No. 8, State's Exhibit 

No. 25, State's Exhibit No. 22, State's Exhibit No. 31, 

State's Exhibit No. 18, State's Exhibit No. 30, State's 

Exhibit No. 10, State's Exhibit No. 9.  State's Exhibit 

No. 21, State's Exhibit No. 17, State's Exhibit No. 11, 

State's Exhibit No. 12, State's Exhibit No. 13, State's 

Exhibit No. 14.  I believe that was all of them.

Q And were all -- all these shell casings were collected, 

are documented on this sketch and the other sketch; correct?

A That is correct. 

Q Okay.  And all of these were collected either in the 

parking lot or right outside the parking lot?

A That is correct. 

Q Okay.  And did you seal them all up?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  And did you document on each one where it came 
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from?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Yes or no?  Did you -- 

A Where it came from on there?  Yes, based on the markers, 

yes.  

Q Okay.  

A Based on the marker number tells where I collected each 

one from. 

Q Okay.  So each one has a marker number on it?

A That's correct. 

Q Okay.  So this box says Marker 39; am I correct? 

A That is correct. 

Q And we can go to Marker 39 right here and know that this 

casing was collected from here?

A That is correct. 

Q Okay.  And that's going to be the bottom location; 

correct?  Marker 99 -- I'm sorry, Marker 39.  

A Yes, that's correct. 

Q Okay.  And does it also give a description of the item?

A It does, yes.  

Q And what is the description of this particular item?

A So that one is a 9-mill Blazer. 

Q Okay.  And does it also show the date that you collected 

it?

A That is correct, yes.
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Q And what date did you collect it on?

A So on 4/24/22. 

Q Okay.  And in the pictures, it was dark outside?

A That's correct. 

Q Okay.  So it was still dark when you arrived and 

collected all these casings?

A That is correct. 

Q Okay.  And this has got all the information so folks -- 

these jurors or whoever -- can know Marker 39, and go to this 

sketch?

A That is correct. 

THE COURT:  Have we moved these into evidence yet?  

MS. LIVESAY:  I'm just going to -- so everybody can look 

to see the information on the box. 

THE COURT:  Okay.  But, I mean, I know there was no 

objection, but we haven't actually put these last ones into 

evidence yet, have we? 

MS. LIVESAY:  I'm sorry.  I waive them all into evidence 

at this time.  I understand there was no objection. 

THE COURT:  Any objection? 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  No, sir. 

THE COURT:  Any objection?  

MR. RIGNEY:  No, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right.  State's Exhibits 20, 26, 19, 15, 

16, 8, 25, 22, 31, 18, 30, 10, 9, 21, 17, 11, 12, 13, and 14 
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are admitted into evidence without objection.  

(State's Exhibit Nos. 8, 10 through 16, 18 through 20, 

22, 25, and 26 were received into evidence.) 

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q So every box has a shell casing?

A Yes.

Q Okay.  With the information of the marker number and when 

you collected it?

A That's correct. 

Q Now, all those casings -- can you step down, Ms. Davis?

A Yes. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Do you mind, Judge?  

THE COURT:  That's fine. 

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q So we saw the Chevy Malibu in the pictures; correct?

A Correct.

Q And you've documented here where the casings were found; 

correct?  

A That's correct. 

Q Okay.  And all the shell casings you collected were on 

this side of the parking lot?

A Yes, the majority of them. 

Q And in particular, clearly, there's a voluminous amount 

here?

A Correct. 

472



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SHYLAH DAVIS - Direct by Ms. Livesay

State v Tai'Yuan Jackson & Jerelle Hickson
Bobbi Fisher, RPR -- SC Official Court Reporter III

299

Q Okay.  And were there any shell casings on this side of 

the parking lot?

A None that I collected or documented or saw. 

Q Okay.  So all the shell casings that you collected and 

saw were on this parking lot?

A That is correct. 

Q Okay.  Now, I think I skipped something and I should have 

hit it.  A shell casing is what?

A It is basically the -- when you fire a gun, it's what 

comes out of the bullet, so it's just the casing that comes 

from that. 

Q Okay.  So when I fire a gun, the bullet comes out of the 

barrel; correct?

A That's correct. 

Q And the shell casing is the part that pops out the side?

A That is correct. 

Q Okay.  So this is an indication that somebody clearly 

fired a weapon?

A Yes. 

Q Multiple times?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  Thank you, Ms. Davis.  If you don't mind, have a 

seat.  

Now, after you collected these items from the parking 

lot, did you search either one of the Tahoes, the black or the 
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gold Tahoe?

A After I collected it from the scene?

Q Yes, ma'am.

A Not on scene I did not.  Is that what you mean?  Or 

after?

Q Yes.  After you collected everything, did you search 

either the Tahoe -- gold one or the black one?

A The gold Tahoe, yes. 

Q Okay.  And so -- I'm sorry.  Which Tahoe did you search? 

A It was a gold Tahoe. 

Q And did you document that with photographs?

A I did.

Q Okay.  Now, tell these folks, what are we looking at?

A This is just an overall photograph of the gold Tahoe in 

our lab. 

Q Okay.  So that's going to be State's Exhibit -- or 

State's Evidence 124?

A Correct. 

Q Okay.  And so this is the front of the gold Tahoe?

A That is correct. 

Q And did you see any bullet holes in the front of the 

Tahoe?

A I did not, no. 

Q Okay.  We're looking at now State's 125.  What are we 

looking at?
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A This is going to be the corner view of the vehicle. 

Q Okay.  And did you see any bullet holes in the corner or 

any aspect of the Tahoe here?

A I did not. 

Q Did one of them hit the tire?  Was the tire flat?

A No. 

Q Looking at now State's Evidence 126.  What are we looking 

at?

A This is, again, another side view of the front panel. 

Q Okay.  And is this to document whether or not there was 

any damage or bullet holes to this portion of the truck?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And were there?

A No. 

Q How about here?

A Still documenting the driver's side door for any damages. 

Q Okay.  And did you see any damage?

A I did not. 

Q What are we looking at here?

A This is the driver's side passenger back area.  This as 

well, no damage. 

Q Okay.  And this is to show there's no bullet holes?

A That's correct. 

Q What are we looking at here?

A This is going to be the back corner panel, side view of 
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it. 

Q Okay.  And do you see any bullet holes in this portion of 

the Tahoe?

A I do not. 

Q Okay.  And it also encompasses the license plate; 

correct? 

A That is correct. 

Q Okay.  And what is the license plate?

A That's going to be UEQ . 

Q Okay.  So the same license plate that's on the photograph 

from the license plate reader?

A That's correct. 

Q Now, when I look at this picture, the back does not look 

the same.  What do you think?

A In this picture, there's a little bit of difference.  

There appears to be missing stickers and things like that on 

the back of it. 

Q I'm sorry, Ms. Davis?

A Missing, like, maybe, stickers or something on the back 

of it, according to that one.  So it's a little bit different. 

Q Okay.  And let me ask you something.  Looking now 

completely at the back, do you see kind of on that left corner 

where it looks like there might have been a sticker?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  But clearly there were none on there when you 
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photographed it at the police department?

A No, there was not. 

Q Okay.  And are there any bullet holes in the back of the 

Tahoe?

A There is not. 

Q Any kind of damage at all?

A No, ma'am. 

Q There's a close-up of the license plate; correct?

A That's correct. 

Q Okay.  What are we looking at here?

A Again, this is just another side -- corner view of the 

vehicle. 

Q Okay.  And do you see any damage here?

A I do not. 

Q How about here?

A No, ma'am. 

Q And do you see any damage?

A No damage.  No damage to this side either. 

Q Okay.  Again, no bullet holes?

A No, ma'am. 

Q How about here?

A No bullet holes there either.  And no bullet holes on 

that. 

Q Okay.  And the windows are rolled up; correct?

A That's correct. 
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Q No bullet hole to the window? 

A No bullet holes.  

Q Okay.  

A No bullet holes to that side either.  

Q Okay.  

A And none to the front. 

Q Okay.  So you documented whether there's damage or no 

damage?

A That's correct. 

Q Okay.  And in the photographs we have seen so far, has 

there been any bullet holes in the Tahoe?

A No bullet holes. 

Q Okay.  What are we looking at here?

A Just normal, looks like, maybe tear and wear, but 

nothing -- no bullet holes there. 

Q Okay.  What are you showing in this photograph?

A This is just showing that, clearly, there was something 

that used to be there in that corner.  It's the adhesive left 

from what appeared to be a sticker. 

Q Something that looks like maybe it had been removed? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  What are we looking at here?

A Again, it's just more of a close-up to be able to see 

that something was removed from that area. 

Q Okay.  How about here?  What are we looking at here?
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A This is just a basic overall, again, to show there's no 

damage or anything to the rest of the vehicle. 

Q Okay.  What are you trying to show here?

A This I am trying to show -- if you can kind of see the 

hat on the inside; it's just more documentation of what you 

can see from the outside of the vehicle. 

Q Okay.  How about here?

A Again, this is showing no damage. 

Q And was this found in the vehicle?

A Yes, it was. 

Q Okay.  So Tai'Yuan Jackson's -- the defendant's -- 

license are in the vehicle?

A That's correct. 

Q Okay.  Now, what are we looking at here?  What part of 

the vehicle is this?

A So this is the back trunk area.  This is just the basic 

overall before. 

Q And is this exactly how it appeared when you lifted the 

back hatch?

A That's correct. 

Q Okay.  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Your Honor, this is all subject to my 

prior objection. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Overruled. 

BY MS. LIVESAY:
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Q And did you collect any of the items from the back of the 

Tahoe?

A The green clothing in the corner there. 

Q Okay.  Do you recognize that?

A I do. 

Q Okay.  And did that come out of the back hatch of the 

Tahoe -- 

A It did. 

Q -- the gold Tahoe?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  Front and back pictures?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  Where did this come from?

A Same place. 

Q Okay.  And -- so the back hatch of the Tahoe --

A That is correct. 

Q -- back trunk area?

A That's correct.  Yes.  

Q Front and back?

A That's correct. 

Q Okay.  Now, did you collect those items?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  And when you collected them, did you seal them up?

A I did, yes. 

Q Did you tamper with them in any form or fashion?
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A I did not. 

Q Okay.  And were those items put in evidence at Myrtle 

Beach?

A Yes, they were. 

Q And is that a locked area?

A Yes, it is. 

Q I'm going to show you now, Ms. Davis, Items 1A and 1B.  

Do you recognize what I'm showing you?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And are these the clothes that you documented?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And did you collect these from the Tahoe?

A I did, yes.

Q And have they been tampered with in any form or fashion?

A No. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Your Honor, at this time, the State wishes 

to put 1A and 1B into evidence and publish to the jury. 

THE COURT:  Any objection? 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  None other than I have already made and 

then ruled upon by the Court, so I'd just renew that. 

THE COURT:  All right.  

MR. RIGNEY:  No objection. 

THE COURT:  State's Exhibits 1A and 1B are admitted into 

evidence without objection from the Defendant Hickson and over 

objection of the Defendant Jackson.  
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(State's Exhibit Nos. 1A and 1B were received into 

evidence.) 

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q So you collected this clothing from the back of the gold 

Tahoe?

A That's correct. 

Q Okay.  And why did you collect it?

A Because it was part of the investigation.  It appeared 

that it may have something to do with the incident. 

Q Okay.  And -- so when you sealed it up, is that to 

protect the integrity if there's some evidence on this 

clothing?

A That's correct. 

Q Okay.  But you never tampered with it in any form or 

fashion?

A I did not.

Q Okay.  Now, did you search the black Tahoe?

A I did not. 

Q Okay.  So you only searched this Tahoe?

A That's correct. 

Q Okay.  And clearly, the gold Tahoe did not have any 

bullet holes?

A It did not. 

Q Okay.  Now, this clothing that you collected, did you see 

any bullet holes in the clothing?
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A I did not. 

Q Okay.  Did you see any blood on the clothing?

A I did not. 

Q Did you see any blood on the Tahoe?

A I did not. 

Q Okay.  So nothing to indicate anybody wearing this 

clothing had been injured?

A Correct. 

Q Okay.  And no bullet holes in the Tahoe?

A No, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  But you did document three other vehicles at the 

scene that clearly had bullet holes; correct?

A That is correct. 

Q Okay.  So there were no stickers on the Tahoe, correct, 

the gold Tahoe?

A That is correct. 

Q Okay.  And you documented the entire outside of the 

Tahoe; correct?

A That is correct. 

MS. LIVESAY:  And Lacey, if you can, scroll through for 

me.  This is already in evidence.  These are going to be 

pictures of the Tahoe.  Okay.  Right there.  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q Do you see those two letters on the Tahoe?

A Yes, ma'am.
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Q And what are the two letters?

A T and J.

Q Okay.  

MS. LIVESAY:  No further questions, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Hoffmeyer, cross-examination?  

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Thank you, Your Honor.  

MS. LIVESAY:  I'll move this stuff for you. 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Thank you.  Appreciate that.  

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. HOFFMEYER:  

Q Now, I believe it's Officer Davis; is that correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Good afternoon, Officer Davis.  I just have a few 

follow-up questions for you, I believe.  Now, it's my 

understanding that this incident happened on April the 24th of 

2022.  Does that sound right to you?

A That does. 

Q In fact, I believe you went out there on April 24th, 

2022?

A That's correct. 

Q Now, tell us what time you got there, Officer Davis.  

A So do you mind if I look at --

Q Sure.  

A So according to my report, it was around 2:30 in the 

morning. 
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Q Okay.  So if this incident happened around 1:30-ish, then 

you would have arrived about an hour after that; is that 

right? 

A Approximately somewhere around there, yes.

Q I see.  And of course, before you get there, there are 

numerous vehicles in the area.  That's what you understand the 

case to be.  Is that yes?

A Yes, that's correct. 

Q And I believe that's in evidence, there was a lot of 

vehicles.  

A Yes. 

Q All right.  So we've got these numerous vehicles and, of 

course, you are in route an hour later to look over this area 

and collect evidence; right?

A That's correct. 

Q So evidence that was in -- that parking lot when this 

occurred had a lot of vehicles in it; right?

A To my understanding, yes. 

Q Okay.  And when you got there, there were no vehicles 

there, were they, other than the ones you have shown us?

A Yes, other than the ones there. 

Q Yes, ma'am.  So there would have been a fair amount of 

traffic in terms of vehicles, tires, all that, that would have 

traveled around this area as shown in this exhibit that you 

were then to go out and collect evidence?
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A Correct. 

Q And these shell casings are very small items, aren't 

they?

A They are. 

Q And, naturally, traffic tires, whatever, could affect the 

location of the shell casings, couldn't it?

A Sometimes, yes. 

Q Yes, ma'am.  And in addition to that -- and I'm sure you 

probably got called out -- you may have been at home; I don't 

know where you were -- but you got called out and had to go 

deal with this evidence; right?

A Correct. 

Q May have been asleep, even.  Do you remember?

A Yes, I was at work.  I worked -- 

Q Okay.  You were -- 

A -- night shift, yes.

Q -- at work.  Okay.  So you have to go out in the night -- 

and it's dark -- to collect this evidence?

A That's correct. 

Q And are you the only one for the City of Myrtle Beach 

Police Department that's out there collecting shell casings?

A So there are other crime scene investigators as well, but 

I was the primary one collecting, yes. 

Q You're the primary one.  How about other officers for the 

Myrtle Beach Police Department that are on scene?  Did they 
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collect any casings?

A No. 

Q So if they come across a casing, do they leave it or what 

do they do?

A So basically what happens is, while I'm on scene, I would 

come document it and collect it.  They would just notify me 

that they found something. 

Q Did you talk to every officer out there that evening?

A So basically, I -- pretty much they block off everything 

for me and they preserve the scene for me, so...

Q Yes, ma'am, I understand, and I'm not fussing with you 

about that.  I'm just saying there is some time between law 

enforcement getting there and, of course, you getting there, 

and then what goes on -- so there's a lot of activity.  

A Correct. 

Q Now, as far as shell casings are concerned, do some guns 

have a catcher on them so that they don't, in other words, 

eject shell casings onto the ground?

A Some do, yes. 

Q All right.  And as far as shell casings are concerned -- 

but before I get there, it appears to me, from the diagram 

that you have shown us, Officer Davis, this area is paved 

pavement?

A So it's got some pavement, but then a lot of it's gravel. 

Q Yes, ma'am.  So we have gravel, we have a paved area, we 
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have some trees and stuff over here -- 

A Correct.  

Q -- but it's largely just pavement?

A Certain areas, yes.  I can't, like --

Q I understand.

A Yeah. 

Q Well, as we look at it, State's Exhibit No. 41, it just 

looks like to me a lot of it's paved.  

A Yes.  And also, if you look at the pictures, you can kind 

of see where the areas of gravel and where the areas of 

pavement are. 

Q Yes, ma'am.  Of course, these shell casings -- what are 

they made out of?  Steel?  Brass?  Something like that?

A Yeah. 

Q Okay.  And so things made out of steel, brass, things 

like that, when they hit pavement, they hit cement, they may 

bounce around; is that fair to say?

A Fair to say, yes. 

Q In addition to that, Officer Davis, if someone has a gun 

in a vehicle, whatever kind of gun it is, if -- unless they 

stick the gun out of the vehicle, the casing is very likely, 

when the gun is fired, to remain inside the vehicle; isn't 

that fair to say?

A It really just depends.  

Q Yes, ma'am. 
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A Casings fly out and they can go anywhere, so...

Q Yes, ma'am, that's fair.  So casings fly out and can go 

anywhere; right?

A If the windows are down -- that's not something I can say 

for certain, yes. 

Q I certainly understand.  Now, in addition to that, 

Officer, when it comes to firearms, and different types of 

firearms, there are semi-automatic guns that fire and they 

eject the casings; right?

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  But in addition to that, there are handguns that 

are revolvers; right?

A Correct. 

Q Okay.  And revolvers don't eject any casings, do they?

A No. 

Q So if someone is in a vehicle and shooting a weapon, and 

it's a revolver, then that -- those casings that are fired and 

spent remain inside that revolver, don't they?

A That's correct. 

Q Now, as far as what you told us a little bit about in 

terms of a description of the casings, they are 9mm?

A The majority of the ones I collected, I'm pretty sure 

they are all 9mm, yes.  

Q Are they all 9mm or some 9mm?

A All 9mm. 
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Q Okay.  So all 9mm.  And 9mm is a very popular gun?

A Well, yeah. 

Q I mean, I'm not a gun guy, but --- 

A Right.  

Q --- seems to be.

A Yeah. 

Q Now, with regard to this particular diagram, this 

State's -- it will be both State's Exhibit No. 44 and 41 -- 

now, I don't think anybody is trying to say otherwise; these 

diagrams are not to scale, are they?

A No, they're not to scale.  

Q I see.  And was this diagram prepared by the solicitor's 

office?

A No, this was -- I prepared these. 

Q Okay.  You prepared them? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay.  Now, when you prepared this diagram -- well, I'll 

back up just a second.  Obviously, you came upon this scene an 

hour later, and the vehicles, other than those that had been 

shot, were gone.  Any other vehicles were gone; is that fair 

to say?

A Yes. 

Q All right.  So when it comes to your placement of these 

two Tahoes, you're not basing that on what you have actually 

observed yourself, are you? 
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A So the placement of the vehicles on there, no.  That's 

just to give an overall idea of where they could have been, 

yes. 

Q So you are putting these vehicles based on an overall 

where they could have been?

A Yes.  

Q Okay.  And you -- 

A Based on the other evidence, yes. 

Q Right.  And you base that upon what you have been told by 

or -- seen or told by other individuals?

A More or less based on what I have seen, as far as my 

evidence goes, throughout photographs and videos such as that. 

Q I'm sorry?

A I would go based on what I observed as far as -- not what 

others said, but what I see. 

Q Okay.  So you observed what you have shown to this jury 

is these -- these casings on this diagram, so based upon your 

observance of where the casings are, you determined to put 

those two trucks there?

A Based on, yes, the evidence, that's about where they 

appeared to be at the time, yes. 

Q All right.  But you understand the distinction I'm 

making?  I think you do.  I'm saying the casings were there, 

so you put the trucks there, is what you just told me.  

A No, it has nothing to do with where the trucks or the 
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casings were.  The casings are exactly as they're 

photographed.  The trucks are placed there based on further 

evidence of video surveillance and things like that.

Q I see.  All right.  And so then you put the trucks there?

A Correct.  The casings were placed there first.  And then 

vehicles were placed in the most relevant area to all the 

other observations.  

Q Kind of the general area, you would say?

A Yes.  Yes. 

Q All right.  Now -- by the way, when it comes to the 

photograph of the back of that truck -- and we don't have to 

put it up, but the one that you testified to, bottom left-hand 

corner, you seem to indicate it looked like a sticker may have 

been there at some point.  I believe that's what you told us.

A Yeah.  A good possibility, yes. 

Q Possibly?

A Yes. 

Q You don't -- if it is possible, if a sticker was there, 

you don't know when that sticker was removed, do you? 

A No, I do not. 

Q If you'll excuse me one second.

A Mm-hmm.

Q Ms. Davis, since this was the first time you had been 

there that evening -- and of course, earlier that day you 

would have had no reason to go there and look for shell 
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casings, would you?

A No. 

Q Before then?

A Before the incident, no. 

Q So whatever -- any type of evidence, any type of shell 

casings -- or there might not even be evidence -- that may 

have been there before, you wouldn't know about it, would you?  

In other words, if there was a shell casing left from the 

night before or the night before that, you wouldn't know?

A No. 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Thank you very much, Ms. Davis.

THE COURT:  Mr. Rigney, cross-examination. 

MR. RIGNEY:  Thank you, Your Honor.  

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. RIGNEY:  

Q I will avoid repetition as much as possible to move this 

along.

Your role as a crime scene investigator, would you just 

briefly tell me again, what do you do?

A So my primary job is to respond to scenes, collect 

evidence, preserve the evidence, and then process. 

Q Okay.  Your job does not include analyzing DNA?

A No, it does not. 

Q Fingerprints?

A I do work with fingerprints, yes. 
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Q Do you analyze them and connect them to individuals?

A I can, yes. 

Q Okay.

A I am certified in AFIS at this point, yes. 

Q Okay.  Did you do that with this case?

A I did not. 

Q So you don't have any evidence, to your knowledge, that 

Jerelle Hickson was involved with anything that you touched on 

the crime scene?

A That's correct. 

Q What about gunshot residue?  Do you deal with that?

A I do not. 

Q Okay.  So of the shell casings that you found -- and 

you're confident you found everything in the parking lot, it 

sounds like -- you cannot connect any of those to Jerelle 

Hickson?

A As far as my job goes, no, that is not what I do. 

Q That's the question, yes, ma'am.

A No. 

Q And was there any other evidence that you could connect 

to Jerelle Hickson that you came up with?

A Any evidence that I could come up with?

Q Yes, ma'am. 

A At the time -- 

Q Are you aware of anything to --- 
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A -- no, I just collect the evidence. 

Q --- connect any evidence that you touched to Jerelle 

Hickson?

A No.  

MR. RIGNEY:  No more questions, Your Honor. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Redirect?  

MS. LIVESAY:  Thank you, Your Honor.  

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Just very briefly.  Two things.  First of all, Ms. Davis, 

do you do DNA?

A I do not. 

Q Do you do ballistics?

A I do not. 

Q Do you do GSR?

A I do not. 

Q Okay.  So you can't really testify about any of things; 

correct?

A That's correct. 

Q Okay.  So for the most part what your job responsibility 

is is just to collect it and then send it to South Carolina 

Law Enforcement Division?

A That is correct. 

Q Okay.  And they kind of test everything?

A That's correct. 
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Q Okay.  So you didn't test this clothing for gunshot 

residue; right?

A I did not. 

Q Okay.  You didn't look at any of these casings to 

determine if it came from one gun or two?

A I did not. 

Q Okay.  And you wouldn't be qualified?

A Correct. 

Q Okay.  And there was some talk earlier about the parking 

lot and the locations of the Tahoe with Mr. Hoffmeyer.  Do you 

remember that?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  So are you familiar with this parking lot?

A I am. 

Q Okay.  So if we showed you a video of the parking lot, 

would you be able to determine if it was this parking lot?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q And would be able to determine if a vehicle is going out 

of this entry or exit?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  I'm going to show you a video that's already in 

evidence.  This is going to be State's Evidence No. 45.  

(Video plays.) 

MS. LIVESAY:  Okay.  So hold on.  Stop it.

BY MS. LIVESAY:
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Q Is this the parking lot?

A Yes, this area over here. 

Q Okay.  And if you don't mind, on this sketch, can we see 

this entryway on this video?

A Yes, you can.  It's where that white car right there is. 

Q Okay.  Can you stand up and point it out to the jury?

A So that entry is going to be right here where that white 

vehicle is going out. 

Q Okay.  So -- can you see the pointer?

A Yeah. 

Q Is that pointing where this exit right here is?

A That's correct. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Lacey, put it with the pointer. 

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Okay.  And so that's going to be this exit right here?

A Yes, that's correct. 

Q Okay.  And this pointer, where she has the pointer, is 

that this first parking space?

A Yes, that's correct. 

Q Okay.  Do you recognize that tan Tahoe?

A Yes. 

Q Is that the one that you searched?

A Yes, it appears to be. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Can you hear her?

THE COURT STENOGRAPHER:  Yes, ma'am.
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BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Now, you didn't put all these cars in this sketch that's 

in the parking lot now; right?

A No, ma'am. 

Q Okay.  But the parking lot is pretty full, wouldn't you 

say?

A That's correct. 

(Video continues to play.)  

BY MS. LIVESAY:

Q Okay.  Do you see that tan Tahoe take off?

A Yes, ma'am. 

Q Now you tell me if you can tell where it parks in the 

parking lot.  Okay?  

A It comes into the parking lot here and it's pulling in 

right there. 

MS. LIVESAY:  All right.  Can you stop that for me.  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q Tell these folks on this sketch where that Tahoe parked, 

the gold one.  

A So that's approximately in this area.  Again, it's not to 

scale, but approximately right in this area here.  

Q Okay.  

A So you can kind of see where the parking spots are?  

Q Okay.  

A So somewhere right in that area. 
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Q Okay.  

MS. LIVESAY:  And hit me with it again -- could you hit 

"play."

(Video continues to play.) 

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q Okay.  So now tell me where you see the black Tahoe park.  

Okay?

A And as you can see here, it appears that that black Tahoe 

was parking right at the top parking spot, which is right 

around this area here. 

Q Okay.  So let me ask you something.  We keep saying 

"area."  This is the crosswalk; correct? 

A That's correct, yes. 

Q Okay.  And is that the crosswalk on the video?

A That is. 

Q Okay.  So is it parked, when we look at the video, in 

this first spot right here?

A Yes. 

Q And then there's one car beside that Tahoe; correct?

A Mm-hmm. 

Q Okay.  And this right here shows the second spot; right?

A That's correct. 

Q Okay.  And then the third spot, is that the gold Tahoe?

A Mm-hmm, that's correct. 

Q Okay.  So the black Tahoe is in this first spot; correct?
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A That's correct. 

Q Okay.  And, in fact, when we look at the crosswalk -- 

MS. LIVESAY:  Can you hit the -- show the crosswalk with 

the arrow, please.  That brick crosswalk.  There you go.  

BY MS. LIVESAY: 

Q And that's on your sketch here; correct?

A That's correct. 

Q Okay.  And, in fact, one of the shell casings were found 

right here; right?

A That's correct. 

Q And some of them were found in this area here and behind 

where the Tahoe was parked; is that correct? 

A That's correct. 

Q Okay.  So when you look at the video and you look at your 

sketch, you can line up -- there's the crosswalk; right?

A That's correct. 

Q Okay.  And this is going to be the first spot in the 

parking lot; right?

A Yes. 

Q And, in fact, the casing labeled 23 and 25 is going to be 

right behind the black Tahoe; correct?

A That's correct. 

MR. HOFFMEYER:  Your Honor, I object to the leading. 

THE COURT:  All right.  Let's don't lead. 

MS. LIVESAY:  Certainly, Judge.  I'm sorry. 
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