From: Beth Cogan

To: Court Of Appeals Filings; Transcripts

Cc: Desa Ballard

Subject: (In the Matter of: Jeanette Wilbanks Sanders 2026-002232) Ltr to COA encl Amended NOA
Date: Thursday, October 15, 2026 3:44:27 PM

Attachments: 2026 10 15 Ltr to COA encl Amended NOA.pdf

Carol Johnson Law Firm v. Wilbanks - Amended NOA.pdf
Carol Johnson Law Firm v. Wilbanks - OR.pdf

Carol Johnson Law Firm v. Wilbanks - OR (2).pdf

Carol Johnson Law Firm v. Wilbanks-POS Amended NOA.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Good afternoon,
For filing, please see the attached amended Notice of Appeal in the above-referenced

matter.

Kindest Regards,
-Beth

Beth Cogan, Paralegal

Law Offices of Desa Ballard

226 State Street

West Columbia, South Carolina 29169
803.796.9299

803.796.1066 Facsimile
beth@desaballard.com

www.desaballard.com
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D Law Offices of Desa Ballard

Desa Ballard

ﬂ PERSISTENT. UNWAVERING. Haley Hubbard
226 State Street West Columbia, SC 29169

ph 803.796.9299 | fx 803.796.1066 | desaballard.com

October 15, 2026

Via Email (ctappfilings@sccourts.org)
The Honorable Jenny Abbot Kitchings
Court of Appeals Clerk of Court

Post Office Box 11629

Columbia, South Carolina 29211

Re:  In the matter of Jeanette Wilbanks Sanders
Carol Johnson Law Firm, P.A. v. John Wilbanks
Case No.: 2026-002232

Dear Ms. Kitchings:

Enclosed for filing, please find an Amended Notice of Appeal and Proof of Service for the
above-referenced matter.

Our office already has the transcript from the January 28-30, 2026 proceedings. Please note
that no hearing was held on the Motion for Reconsideration, so there is no transcript for that.
According to our calculations, the Initial Brief of Appellant and Designation of matter will therefore
be due on Monday, November 16, 2026. If I am mistaken as to that deadline date, please inform my
office as soon as possible.

By copy of this letter and as evidenced by the Proof of Service, this filing has been served
upon counsel for the Respondent and is being filed with the Trial Court. If you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to contact our office. With warm personal regards, I am,

Sincerely yours,

/Lp “///\\54&&;44, _/D
«A/'L'Q_,c\,

desab@desaballard.com
Enclosures

cc: Via Email
South Carolina Court Administration
Carol Johnson Law Firm, P.A.
Via U.S. Mail
John Wilbanks
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

APPEAL FROM OCONEE COUNTY
THE HONORABLE R. SCOTT SPROUSE, CIRCUIT JUDGE

Appellate Case No.: 2026-002232

IN THE MATTER OF:
Jeanette Wilbanks Sanders,
(Alleged Incapacitated Individual)

Carol Johnson Law Firm. P.A.,....cccoooiiiiee et Appellant,
V.

John Wilbanks, Jeanette Wilbanks Sanders
And Steve Holbrooks, Defendants,

Of which John Wilbanks 1S the .........ccceeviiiieiiiieciieeeeeeeeeee e Respondent.

AMENDED
NOTICE OF APPEAL

Pursuant to Rule 203(b)(1), SCACR, Appellant Carol Johnson Law Firm. P.A (hereafter
“Appellant”) appeals from the trial court’s orders as follows, copies of which are attached hereto

and incorporated by reference:

(1) Order Denying Attorney’s Fees and Costs to Appellant against Respondent John
Wilbanks dated September 9, 2026 that was received by Appellant on September 9,

2026.

(2) Form 4 Order Denying Motion for Reconsideration filed October 13, 2026 that was

received by Appellant on October 13, 2026.

[signature block next page]





October 15, 2026

Other party of record:

John Wilbanks

800 N. Andover Drive
Walhalla, South Carolina 29691

PRO SE RESPONDENT

Respectfully submitted,

s/ Desa Ballard

Desa Ballard (S.C. Bar No. 498)
Law Offices of Desa Ballard
226 State Street

West Columbia, SC 29169
Telephone 803.796.9299
Facsimile 803.796.1066
desab@desaballard.com

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT






STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF OCONEE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN THE MATTER OF: Civil Action No.: 2026-CP-37-00128

Jeanette Wilbanks Sanders,
(Alleged Incapacitated Individual)
ORDER AWARDING ATTORNEY’S
FEES AND COSTS TO APPELLANT
AGAINST RESPONDENT JOHN
WILBANKS

Carol Johnson Law Firm, P.A.,
Appellant,
VS.

John Wilbanks, Jeanette Wilbanks Sanders
and Steve Holbrooks,

N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N

Respondents.

Appellant Carol Johnson Law Firm P.A. (Law Firm) moves for an award of appellate costs
and attorney’s fees against Respondent John Wilbanks. For the reasons set forth above, the motion

is granted.

Appeals to the circuit court from the probate court are governed by S.C. Code 62-1-308.
The statute incorporates the South Carolina Rules of Appellate Court Rules for procedure
governing appeals to the circuit court from order of the probate court.! Law Firm has filed a
Motion and Verified Bill of Costs attesting to the amount of costs incurred (as permitted by Court
Rule) and “shall be entitled to recover an attorney’s fee in an amount which shall be set by order
of the Supreme Court.: Rule 222(b), SCACR. The applicable of the Supreme Court dated January

17, 2018 which established this amount to be $2,500.00.

! While § 62-1-308(g) provides that “no party is required to comply with any other requirements of the South Carolina
Appellate court Rules”, relief under the Motion for Costs and Bill of Costs provided for by Rule 222, SCACR is not
automatic, but may be requested only by the prevailing party with strict compliance with Rule 222, SCACR, which
Law Firm has done.
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Based on the Verified Bill of Costs filed with the Court as part of Law Firm’s motion, the
court finds that the requested amount of costs and attorney’s fee is warranted under Rule 222,

SCACR.

Therefore, it is ordered, adjudged and decreed that judgment be entered in favor of Carol
Johnson Law Firm P.A. against John Wilbanks in the total amount of Three Thousand Eight-

Hundred Dollars and Seventy-two cents. ($3,800.72).

IT IS SO ORDERED.

[JUDICIAL E-SIGNATURE ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE]
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Oconee Common Pleas

Case Caption: Carol Johnson Law Firm P A VS John Wilbanks, defendant, et a
Case Number: 2026CP3700128
Type: Order/Costs

Motion Denied

s/Judge R. Scott Sprouse, Tenth Judicial Cir cuit

Electronically signed on 2026-09-09 09:16:43 page 3 of 3
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FORM 4

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA JUDGMENT IN A CIVIL CASE
COUNTY OF oOconee

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS CASE NO. 2026CP3700128
Carol Johnson Law Firm P A et al John Wilbanks et al

PLAINTIFF(S)

[l

[o]
[
[l

10

DEFENDANT(S)

DISPOSITION TYPE (CHECK ONE)
JURY VERDICT. This action came before the court for a trial by jury. The issues
have been tried and a verdict rendered.
DECISION BY THE COURT. This action came to trial or hearing before the court.
The issues have been tried or heard and a decision rendered.
ACTION DISMISSED (CHECK REASON): |:| Rule 12(b), SCRCP;|:| Rule 41(a),
SCRCP (Vol. Nonsuit); |:| Rule 43(k), SCRCP (Settled);

[ ] other
ACTION STRICKEN (CHECK REASON):[_| Rule 40(j), SCRCP;[_] Bankruptcy;

|:| Binding arbitration, subject to right to restore to confirm, vacate or modify
arbitration award;

[ ] other

STAYED DUE TO BANKRUPTCY
DISPOSITION OF APPEAL TO THE CIRCUIT COURT (CHECK APPLICABLE BOX):

HAffirmed; [_] Reversed; [ ] Remanded;

Other

NOTE: ATTORNEYS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR NOTIFYING LOWER COURT, TRIBUNAL, OR
ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCY OF THE CIRCUIT COURT RULING IN THIS APPEAL.

IT IS ORDERED AND ADJUDGED: |:| See attached order (formal order to follow) @ Statement of Judgment

by the Court:

reversed.

This matter was before the Court as an appeal from the Probate Court of Oconee County. At issue was the legality of the Probate
Court’s award of attorney fees to the Respondent. The order directed the Appellant (which was a law firm representing a litigant)
to pay the fees instead of the client, which was improper under the law. At the hearing, the Respondent appeared without counsel
and informed the Court that he was no longer pursuing the matter. He did not contest the order of the Probate Court being

Subsequent to the issuance of the order, the Appellant moved for attorney fees and costs for the appeal and submitted a
proposed order. The Court denied that request. This motion for reconsideration followed. At no time during the hearing did the

Appellant raise the issue of attorney fees.

ORDER INFORMATION

This order [0] ends[_] does not end the case. [O] See Page 2 for additional information.

For Clerk of Court Office Use Only

This judgment was electronically entered by the Clerk of Court as reflected on the Electronic Time Stamp, and a

copy mailed first class to any party not proceeding in the Electronic Filing System on 10/13/2026

Steve Holbrooks for Steve Holbrooks

Probate Court

Steve Holbrooks for Steve Holbrooks
John Wilbanks for John Wilbanks
John Wilbanks for John Wilbanks

NAMES OF TRADITIONAL FILERS SERVED BY MAIL

SCRCP Form 4CE (08/31/2017) Page 1 of 2
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Court Reporter:

E-Filing Note: The date of Entry of Judgment is the same date as reflected on the Electronic File Stamp and the clerk’s
entering of the date of judgment above is not required in those counties. The clerk will mail a copy of the judgment to
parties who are not E-Filers or who are appearing pro se. See Rule 77(d), SCRCP.

No attorney fee affidavit was submitted at the hearing nor was the issue addressed by
the Court. The Motion for Judgment on the Pleadings, which was served on the
Respondent and resulted in the hearing being scheduled, did not contain a request for
attorney fees and costs. The Court considered the matter concluded upon issuance of
the order based on what was presented at the hearing.

Accordingly, the Court DENIES the Appellant’s Motion for Reconsideration.

SCRCP Form 4CE (08/31/2017) Page 2 of 2
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Oconee Common Pleas

Case Caption: Carol Johnson Law Firm P A VS John Wilbanks, defendant, et a
Case Number: 2026CP3700128
Type: Order/Electronic Form 4

S/R. Scott Sprouse, Judge #2752
Tenth Judicial Circuit

Electronically signed on 2026-10-13 10:12:38 page 3 of 3
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

APPEAL FROM OCONEE COUNTY
THE HONORABLE R. SCOTT SPROUSE, CIRCUIT JUDGE

Case No. 2025-GC-37-00017
(Case No. 2026-CP-37-00128 on appeal to Common Pleas)

IN THE MATTER OF:
Jeanette Wilbanks Sanders,
(Alleged Incapacitated Individual)

Carol Johnson Law Firm. P.AL, oo e Appellant,
V.

John Wilbanks, Jeanette Wilbanks Sanders
And Steve Holbrooks, Defendants,

LiEwiehn Johen WiDanks 18 T e s o s iewim s i Respondent.
PROOF OF SERVICE

I, Beth Cogan, an employee with the Law Offices of Desa Ballard, do hereby certify that
on October 15, 2026, I served a copy of the Amended Notice of Appeal, in the above-captioned
case on the following individuals by United States Mail, with sufficient first-class postage affixed,

addressed as follows:

John Wilbanks
800 N. Andover Drive
Walhalla, South Carolina 29691

Atk lopp—

Beth Cogan, Paral¢ghl

October 15, 2026






