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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE COURT OF APPEALS


Appellate Case No.: ____________________
Lower Court Case No.: 2025-CP-22-00580


Georgetown County Court of Common Pleas


Jason J. Collins, Plaintiff–Appellant
v.


American Legion Post 114; Robert F. Boberts; Rodney Ward; Jerry Lee Brice Trefethen; Daniel
Loper; Shelden Lappin; Paul Evans; Bruce Cilley; and Gary Page, Defendants–Respondents.


APPELLANT’S PROPOSED STATEMENT CONCERNING NON-ABANDONMENT OF
PROPERTY AND REVIEW OF SPOLIATION RULING


TO THE HONORABLE COURT:


I, Jason J. Collins, respectfully present this proposed statement regarding my personal and business
property at American Legion Post 114. I did not abandon my belongings. I repeatedly sought access to
them, needed them for my family’s survival and my businesses, and was prevented from retrieving
them.


I. PUBLIC SERVICE AND COMMUNITY COMMITMENT


For decades, I have served my community as a firefighter, South Carolina state constable, Department
of Juvenile Justice officer, educator, business owner, and volunteer. My service has included domestic
violence, drug and crime prevention, hospital, homeless assistance, and charitable boards and
programs, and an Atlanta airport aviation advisory board. I have served as a church bus driver and
sought public office as a mayoral candidate. I describe this background to explain the importance of
the property and community programs at issue, not to request special treatment.


II. SCHOOLS, ADULT DAY CARE, AND COMMUNITY CENTER


Our operations included Collins Barber College and Shop, Collins CDL Truck Driving School,
nursing and healthcare training resources, and Adult Day Care activities and plans serving older adults
and families. Our facilities were more than businesses: they were a community center offering career
training, food, fresh produce, holiday programs, and help to families in need. Over the years, we
distributed what I estimate to be millions of pounds of food and fresh produce without charge. We
assisted during hurricanes. When members of the United States Coast Guard faced hardship and
needed food, my family and I contributed money and provided food. Losing access to the facility and
equipment disrupted both our livelihood and these community efforts.


III. IRREPLACEABLE FAMILY PROPERTY AND BUSINESS ASSETS WERE NOT
ABANDONED
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Among the belongings I could not retrieve were my children’s birth certificates, baby pictures and
family photographs, preserved placental materials from their births, personal mementos, and
other valuable and irreplaceable possessions. These were part of my children’s identities and our
family history. I would never willingly abandon their birth records, their baby photographs, or the
keepsakes we preserved from their births. Many of these items cannot simply be purchased again or
replaced.


The property also included barber school equipment, commercial truck driving school equipment,
nursing and healthcare training equipment, Adult Day Care materials and equipment, business and
student records, and other valuable belongings. I needed these assets to restart my schools and related
operations, generate income, and support my family. I did not consent to their sale, disposal, or
destruction.


IV. HOMELESSNESS AND REPEATED REQUESTS FOR ACCESS


My family and I were actually homeless during this period. We needed housing, income, and a way to
rebuild our lives. The equipment left at the property could have allowed me to reopen businesses and
earn a living. Rather than walk away, I repeatedly tried to recover what was ours. The fact that I could
not physically remove the items did not mean I intended to relinquish them.


After receiving a no-trespassing notice, I sought help over and over again from the police
department, the sheriff’s department, and the City of Georgetown. I asked for assistance or permission
to enter and retrieve my family’s personal belongings and business equipment. I was repeatedly told
that this was a court matter—not something the City, police department, or sheriff’s department could
resolve—and that I had to wait for the courts to make a decision. I followed that direction, respected
the no-trespassing restriction, and sought relief through the judicial process rather than risk arrest.


I further contend that the defendants made access to my property dependent on accepting their
proposed settlement. I understood that unless I accepted their terms, I would not be allowed to retrieve
my things. I did not agree that my belongings could be treated as abandoned simply because I obeyed
the notice and the instructions of public authorities.


V. THE CLAIM OF ABANDONMENT CONTRADICTS MY ACTIONS


After I waited for the courts, as I had been instructed, I learned that the defendants claimed they could
sell or dispose of my equipment because I had supposedly abandoned it. That claim is not true. I
repeatedly requested my property, sought help from multiple public agencies, and needed my
belongings to survive homelessness and restart my businesses. My children’s birth certificates, baby
pictures, preserved birth keepsakes, and our family memories were also lost. I respectfully ask the
Court to distinguish an inability to access property from a voluntary decision to abandon it.


VI. LOSS OF PROPERTY AND POTENTIALLY RELEVANT EVIDENCE


I contend that property was sold, discarded, destroyed, or otherwise disposed of while the dispute was
ongoing and while the defendants knew I sought its return. Missing equipment, documents,
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photographs, and records may bear on ownership, operations, value, and damages. I ask the Court to
review whether the circuit court properly considered the duty to preserve relevant evidence, the
circumstances and timing of disposal, and prejudice to my ability to prove my case under the
applicable law governing spoliation.


VII. REQUEST FOR APPELLATE RELIEF


I respectfully request review of the circuit court’s denial of spoliation relief, including consideration
of evidence already in the record concerning the no-trespassing notice, my repeated requests for
access, instructions to await court action, the asserted settlement condition, and the disposal of
property. If warranted by preserved issues, the record, and applicable law, I ask for reversal or vacatur
and remand for further proceedings and consideration of appropriate remedies, together with any
other relief the Court deems just and proper.


VIII. CLOSING STATEMENT


I did not abandon my children’s birth certificates. I did not abandon their baby pictures or the
preserved materials from their births. I did not abandon the equipment that could have helped my
family escape homelessness, nor did I abandon the schools, Adult Day Care resources, and
community service programs I spent years building. I wanted my belongings. I needed my belongings.
I asked the police, sheriff’s department, and City of Georgetown for help, and I waited for the courts
because I was told that was the lawful path. I respectfully ask this Court not to mistake my obedience
to that process for abandonment.


Respectfully submitted,


/s/ Jason J. Collins
Jason J. Collins
Plaintiff–Appellant, Pro Se
Date: ____________________








