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(The following proceedings were had in open court.)

THE COURT: This is the State versus Jay Cook,

2024-GS-10-1536 on a waiver, sexual exploitation of a minor

third degree.

Are there any recommendations or negotiations?

And if the assistant attorney general could identify

himself for the benefit of the court reporter.

MR. RYAN: May it please the Court.

Good morning, your Honor. Stephen Ryan for the attorney

general's office.

And yes, there is a negotiation of five years active.

In exchange, the State is dismissing the other pending

charges. This offense is a mandatory sex offender registry

offense as well.

THE COURT: And what are -- how many other charges are

being dismissed?

MR. RYAN: There are seven --

THE COURT: I need to know if --

MR. RYAN: Yes, your Honor. There --

THE COURT: I'm sorry. I was talking to my clerk.

MR. RYAN: There are seven counts of sexual exploitation

of a minor in the third degree that are being dismissed and

then two counts of sexual exploitation of a minor in the

second degree that are also going to be dismissed as a result

of this plea.
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THE COURT: Does he have any record?

MR. RYAN: No, your Honor.

THE COURT: Mr. Mack, have you explained to your client

the charge, the punishment, and his rights?

MR. MACK: Yes, Judge.

THE COURT: Do you believe he understands the charge,

the punishment, and his rights?

MR. MACK: Yes, he understands.

THE COURT: Does he wish to plead guilty or not guilty?

MR. MACK: He wishes to plead guilty.

THE COURT: Do you agree with that decision?

MR. MACK: I agree.

THE COURT: Has he ever been evaluated to determine his

competency?

MR. MACK: He has not, Judge.

THE COURT: Does he wish to waive presentment of the

indictment?

MR. MACK: Yes, Judge.

THE COURT: Have you explained to him the SVP process

and all the collateral consequences of that?

MR. MACK: Yes, Judge.

THE COURT: Including the registry for life?

MR. MACK: Yes, Judge.

THE COURT: Have you also explained to him the

multidisciplinary evaluative process once he is leaving the

4
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department and the potential that he could be civilly

committed indefinitely?

That's a long question. You want me to break it down?

MR. MACK: Judge, I have --

THE COURT: I'm sorry. I sound like a --

MR. MACK: I have not discussed --

THE COURT: -- train of consciousness.

Do you want to discuss that with him right quick?

(Pause in proceedings.)

MR. MACK: Yes, Judge.

THE COURT: Do you need additional time, or do you feel

like you've had enough time?

MR. MACK: I think we covered it, Judge.

THE COURT: Okay. So -- and I may have -- I think I've

already asked this question.

He does wish to waive presentment of the indictment?

MR. MACK: Yes, Judge.

THE COURT: Have you explained to him that he will have

to register as a sexually violent predator for the rest of

his life?

MR. MACK: Uh --

THE COURT: Well, you know --

MR. MACK: On the sex offender registry.

THE COURT: Yeah.

MR. MACK: I think -- I believe for potentially 25

5



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

6

years. I think it's different --

THE COURT: Yeah.

MR. MACK: -- because it's a Tier 2 offense.

THE COURT: Exactly. But --

MR. MACK: Yes.

THE COURT: -- worst-case scenario. Yeah.

And that prior -- have you explained to him what a

negotiated plea is?

MR. MACK: Yes, Judge.

THE COURT: Have you explained to him that my only

option is to accept or reject the plea?

MR. MACK: Yes.

THE COURT: Have you explained to him that once he is

done with his active time that he will be evaluated?

MR. MACK: Judge, I have not. I can cover that real

quick.

THE COURT: Yeah, I think you need to explain to him

that he will be evaluated by the multidisciplinary team who

will decide whether he should be civilly committed

indefinitely and that we have no control over that process,

but that is a collateral consequence.

MR. MACK: Yes, I can do that.

THE COURT: Okay.

(Pause in proceedings.)

MR. MACK: Thank you, Judge.
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THE COURT: You're welcome.

Let's see. Would he be subject to a monitor when he

comes out, Ms. Holmes? Any kind of GPS or anything?

PROBATION AGENT: No.

THE COURT: Okay. I just wanted to make sure. Thank

you.

Sir, raise your right hand to be sworn.

(Defendant sworn.)

THE COURT: I need you to speak up a little bit for me.

THE DEFENDANT: I do.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Does he need to get a little closer to that microphone

so we can hear him?

THE DEFENDANT: I do.

THE COURT: Thank you, sir.

If you would tell me your full name for the record.

THE DEFENDANT: It's Jay Cook.

THE COURT: Mr. Cook, how old are you?

THE DEFENDANT: Sixty-one.

THE COURT: What was the last grade you finished?

THE DEFENDANT: Twelfth.

THE COURT: Did you graduate?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: What was your last job?

THE DEFENDANT: I'm a painting contractor,
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self-employed.

THE COURT: And how long were you a painting contractor?

THE DEFENDANT: At least 40 years, 45 years.

THE COURT: Are you married?

THE DEFENDANT: No.

THE COURT: Do you have any children?

THE DEFENDANT: No.

THE COURT: Are you on probation or parole?

THE DEFENDANT: No.

THE COURT: Ever been treated for the abuse of alcohol,

drugs, or mental illness?

THE DEFENDANT: No.

THE COURT: Have you had any drugs or alcohol or

medication in the last 72 hours?

THE DEFENDANT: No.

THE COURT: On the offense of sexual exploitation of a

minor third degree, how do you plead, guilty or not guilty?

THE DEFENDANT: Guilty.

THE COURT: Do you understand the maximum penalty is ten

years?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: Do you also wish to waive presentment of the

indictment?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: Do you understand that you will be required

8



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

9

to register on the sexually violent predator registry?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: Do you understand that you've entered into

what is called a "negotiated plea"?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: Do you understand the Court's only option is

to accept or reject the plea?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: Do you also understand that before you're

released, the multidisciplinary team will evaluate you to

determine if you should receive an indefinite civil

commitment for treatment?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: I want you to listen to the facts.

You may proceed, Mr. Ryan.

MR. RYAN: May it please the Court.

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

MR. RYAN: The investigation of Mr. Cook began in 2022

when Bing Images, an online service provider, contacted the

National Center for Missing and Exploited Children with

reference to files of child pornography being placed on its

platform. The National Center forwarded the tip to the South

Carolina Attorney General's Office, who then forwarded it to

the Charleston County Sheriff's Office for further

investigation. The IP address of the user led investigators

9
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to the defendant's address, which is in Charleston County.

On May 26, 2022, investigators executed a search warrant

on that address and did interview the defendant where he

stated that he was the one responsible for the child

pornography. A forensic examination of his electronics

located approximately 2,000 files on two different devices,

one of which is the subject of today's plea, titled

44212.jpeg. It's an image file that shows a minor appearing

in a state of sexually explicit nudity.

And your Honor, that is the State's recitation of the

facts.

He has been in custody since that May 26, 2022, arrest.

I have 655 days, your Honor.

THE COURT: The date of arrest was June?

MR. RYAN: May 26, 2022.

THE COURT: May 26, 2022.

MR. RYAN: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: And the search warrant was executed on the

same date?

MR. RYAN: Correct, Judge.

THE COURT: Sir, do you agree or disagree with the

facts?

THE DEFENDANT: Agree.

THE COURT: Feel anything needs to be changed or added

to the facts?

10
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THE DEFENDANT: No.

THE COURT: Are you pleading guilty, sir, because you're

guilty?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: Can't hear you.

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: You're entitled to a jury trial. At a jury

trial, you're entitled to a presumption of innocence. The

State has the burden of proving your guilt beyond a

reasonable doubt. You would have the right to confront and

cross-examine the State's witnesses, call your own witnesses,

present any defenses, challenge any statements, and remain

silent and your silence could not be used against you.

Do you understand your rights?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: Do you understand that you're giving up

those rights?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: Are there any deals you're relying on that

I've not been told about?

THE DEFENDANT: No.

THE COURT: Have you been satisfied with your lawyer?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: Has he answered all of your questions?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.
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THE COURT: Done all you've asked or expected?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: Any complaints about his services?

THE DEFENDANT: No.

THE COURT: Has anyone promised you anything to plead

guilty?

THE DEFENDANT: No.

THE COURT: Has anyone threatened or coerced you to

plead guilty?

THE DEFENDANT: No.

THE COURT: Are you pleading guilty freely and

voluntarily and of your own will?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: Have you understood my questions?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: Do you need to ask any questions?

THE DEFENDANT: No.

THE COURT: Have you been truthful?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: Do you understand that you have the right to

appeal the guilty plea and sentence but you must do so in

writing within ten days of today?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: Do you understand that if you can't afford

an attorney for that process, counsel will be appointed to

12
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you free of charge?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: Sir, you may have discussed parole or parole

eligibility with your lawyer or with others, but until you're

sentenced, no one can tell you when, if ever, you would be

eligible for parole or under what conditions. You should

assume that you will serve any time in jail that you're

sentenced to day for day.

Do you understand?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: Were there any victims that needed to be

notified? I didn't think there were.

MR. RYAN: No. There were no live victims in this case.

THE COURT: Yeah.

And there's no restitution, correct?

MR. RYAN: Correct, your Honor.

THE COURT: I find there's a substantial factual basis

for the plea, that the defendant has entered the plea freely,

voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently, with the advice

and assistance of counsel with whom he has indicated to the

Court he is satisfied, and I will accept the plea.

Anything further from the State?

MR. RYAN: No, your Honor.

THE COURT: Anything further from the defense? I've

accepted the negotiated plea.

13
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MR. MACK: Thank you, Judge. Nothing further.

Appreciate it.

THE COURT: Sir, you're sentenced consistent with the

negotiated plea to the state department of corrections for a

period of five years. You'll get credit pursuant to

24-13-40, to be calculated and applied by the department of

corrections. And you'll have to register on the sex offender

registry pursuant to the Code 23-3-430.

Thank you.

(End of proceedings.)
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CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

State of South Carolina

County of Charleston

I, Jamie L. Bickett, an Official Court Reporter

for the State of South Carolina, do hereby certify that

the foregoing is a true, accurate, and complete

Transcript of Record of the proceedings had and evidence

introduced in the hearing of the captioned case in the
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Dated this 16th day
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