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*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Good morning,
 
Attached please find a Letter Return to Motion to Hold Appeal in Abeyance in State v.
Kenneth Shawn Bragg (2026-000496). Counsel for Appellant is copied on this email.

Thank you,
 
Stephen King, Legal Assistant
South Carolina Attorney General’s Office
Criminal Appeals | Office 803-734-3922 | stephenking@scag.gov
P.O. Box 11549 | Columbia, SC 29211
scag.gov
 

 
This email, together with any attachments, may be legally privileged. If you have received it in error, please notify
the sender immediately, and then delete it from your system. This email and any replies to this email may be
subject to disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act.
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 ALAN  WILSON 
  ATTORNEY GENERAL


REMBERT C. DENNIS BUILDING     ●     POST OFFICE BOX 11549    ●    COLUMBIA, SC 29211-1549    ●    TELEPHONE 803-734-3970    ●   FACSIMILE 803-253-6283


October 23, 2026 


The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings 
Clerk, South Carolina Court of Appeals 
Post Office Box 11629 
Columbia, South Carolina 29211 


RE:  State v. Kenneth Shawn Bragg – Appellate Case No. 2026-000496 


Dear Ms. Kitchings: 


Earlier this week, the appellant, Kenneth Shawn Bragg, moved for his appeal to be held 
in abeyance pending receipt of a corrected copy of the trial transcript.  Along with that motion, 
Bragg included a copy of communications sent to Penny Johnson, who is the court reporter that 
has been assigned to transcribe the record in his case, seeking to challenge the accuracy of the 
transcript as currently prepared.  To the extent Bragg is requesting for the appeal to be held in 
abeyance pending resolution of that transcript challenge, the State has no objections to Bragg’s 
limited request in that regard.  However, the State takes no position at this time on any other 
assertions contained in Bragg’s motion.  Furthermore, based on the information included with 
Bragg’s motion, it is unclear whether Court Administration has been notified of the transcript 
challenge yet, so a formal transcript challenge may not currently be pending at this time.  See 
S.C. Court Reporter Manual, § XIII(C) (“Copies of correspondence relating to a challenge to a
transcript’s accuracy must be provided to Court Administration in accordance with Rules 207
and 607, SCACR.”); see also Rule 207(a)(1), SCACR (mandating “all parties, the Office of
Court Administration, and the clerk of the appellate court” be furnished “with copies of all
correspondence with the court reporter” (emphasis added)).  Thank you very much, and, if you
have any questions or concerns or if a more formal return is needed, please do not hesitate to
contact me.


 Sincerely, 


 Mark R. Farthing 
 Senior Assistant Deputy Attorney General 
S.C. Bar Number 76901


MRF/sk 
cc: Jessica M. Saxon, Esq. (via electronic mail) 


Tammie M. Holmes (via electronic mail) 
Victim Advocacy Division  






