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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 

 
APPEAL FROM CHARLESTON COUNTY 

Court Of Common Pleas 
 

Mikell R. Scarborough, Master in Equity 
_____________ 

 
Case No. 2025CP1006053 

Appellate Case No. 2026-002345 
______________ 

 
John J. Britton, MD, David E. Dukes, George William Owen, Claudius E. Watts, IV, Whitney 
Powers, Halsey M. Cook, Jr., Katherine Ann Close, Benjamin T. Zeigler, James C. Crawford, III, 
Carlos Evans, and Richard LeNoble Wilson, all in their capacity as Trustees of The Belle W. 
Baruch Foundation Trust,.......................................................................... Respondents-Appellants. 
 
v. 
 
The State of South Carolina; .........................................................................Appellant-Respondent. 

 
______________________________________ 

 
NOTICE OF CROSS-APPEAL 

_______________________________________ 
 

John J. Britton, MD, David E. Dukes, George William Owen, Claudius E. Watts, IV, 

Whitney Powers, Halsey M. Cook, Jr., Katherine Ann Close, Benjamin T. Zeigler, James C. 

Crawford, III, Carlos Evans, and Richard LeNoble Wilson, all in their capacity as Trustees of The 

Belle W. Baruch Foundation Trust (collectively, the “Respondents-Appellants”), appeal the 

attached Order of the Honorable Mikell R. Scarborough, Master in Equity for Charleston County, 

dated August 19, 2026. Appellant-Respondent timely filed a Motion to Alter or Amend the Order 

that was ruled upon by the lower court in a separate Order dated October 7, 2026. The 

Respondents-Appellants received written notice of those Orders on those respective dates. The 

Appellant-Respondent filed and served its Notice of Appeal on October 20, 2026.  
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October 26, 2026    WALKER GRESSETTE & LINTON, LLC 

s/ Trenholm Walker     
G. Trenholm Walker (SC Bar 5777) 
Direct: (843) 727-2208 
Email: Walker@WGLFIRM.com 
Thomas P. Gressette, Jr. (SC Bar 14065) 
Direct: (843) 727-2249 
Email: Gressette@WGLFIRM.com 
Mail: P.O. Drawer 22167, Charleston, SC 29413 
Office: 66 Hasell Street, Charleston, SC 29401 
Phone: (843) 727-2200 
 
ATTORNEYS FOR RESPONDENTS-
APPELLANTS 

 
Other Counsel of Record: 

J. Emory Smith, Jr., Esq. (S.C. Bar No. 5262) 
Alan Wilson, Esq. 
W. Jeffrey Young, Esq. (S.C. Bar No. 5747) 
Office of the Attorney General 
P.O. Box 11549 
Columbia, SC 29211 
(803) 734-3642 
esmith@scag.gov  



THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

In the Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM CHARLESTON COUNTY

Court Of Common Pleas

Mikell R. Scarborough, Master in Equfty

Case No. 2025CP 1006053
Appellate Case No. 2026-002345

John J. Britton, MD, David E. Dukes, George William Owen, Claudius F. Watts, IV, Whitney

Powers, Halsey M. Cook, Jr., Katherine Ann Close, Benjamin T. Zeigler, James C. Crawford, III,

Carlos Evans, and Richard LeNoble Wilson, all in their capacity as Trustees of The Belle W.

Baruch Foundation Trust Respondents-Appellants.

v.

The State of South Carolina; Appellant-Respondent.

PROOF OF SERVICE

I certify that I have served the RESPONDENTS-APPELLANTS NOTICE OF CROSS

APPEAL on Appellant/Respondent The State of South Carolina via electronic mail on October

26, 2026, addressed to its attorneys of record, as follows:

J. Emory Smith, Jr., Esq. (S.C. Bar No. 5262)
Alan Wilson, Esq.
W. Jeffrey Young, Esq. (S.C. Bar No. 5747)
Office of the Altorney General
P.O. Box 11549
Columbia, SC 29211
(803) 734-3642
esmith@ scag.gov

Nancy Jan nnis
Paralegal
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Nancy Jane Dennis

From: efiledonotreply@sccourts.org
Sent: Monday, October 26, 2026 2:36 PM
To: Trenholm Walker
Cc: Nancy Jane Dennis
Subject: Accepted Notice: Your filing, Re: 2025CP1006053 - (499) Real Property/Other, was accepted

 
To: George Trenholm Walker  (walker@wglfirm.com) 
From: efiledonotreply@sccourts.org 
Date: 10-26-2026 02:22:57 PM 
Subject: Your electronic filing, Re: 2025CP1006053 - (499) Real Property/Other, was 

accepted by CIRCUIT COURT. 
   

Case Number: 2025CP1006053 
Case Type: (499) Real Property/Other 
Document Type: Appeal/Notice of Appeal to Court of Appeals 
Reason(s) for acceptance: (none provided) 
This email was generated by the eFiling System. ~~~ CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE ~~~ This message is 
intended only for the addressee and may contain information that is confidential. If you are not the 
intended recipient, do not read, copy, retain, or disseminate this message or any attachment. If you have 
received this message in error, please contact the sender immediately and delete all copies of the 
message and any attachments.  

Oct 26 2026



V \‘V A L K E R C. Trenhoim Walker

G R E S S E T T E Thomas P. Gressette, Jr.
John P. Linton, Jr.

L I N TO N LLC Charles P. Summerall, IV
Jennifer S. Ivey

James W. Clement

G. TR[NHOLM WALKLR
Direct: 843.721.2208
Email: Walker@WGLFIRM corn

October 26. 2026

U.S. MAIL & EMAIL

Hon. Jenny Abbott Kitchings
Clerk of Court for S.C. Court of Appeals
Post Office Box 11629
Columbia, SC 29211
ctappfilings@sccourts.org

Re: Britton, et al. v. The State of South Carolina
CA. No. 2025-CP-10-06053
WGL File 8 136.002

Dear Ms. Kitchings:

Attached for filing with the Court please find Notice of Cross Appeai by
Respondents/Appellants, Proof of Service, and notice of electronic filing with the lower court,
The filing fee of $250.00 will be mailed under separate cover.

Thank you very much for your courtesies in this matter.

Sincerely,

WALKER GRESSETTE & LINTON, LLC

4Z44 jdS—
G. Trenholrn Walker

Attachments/Enclosures (As Stated)

c: Hon Julie J. Armstrong
J. Emory Smith, Jr., Esq.
Alan Wilson, Esq.
W. Jeffrey Young, Esq.

Walker Gressette & Unton, LLC
66 HaseIl Street, Charleston, SC 29401 I P0 Box 22167, Charleston, SC 29413 I 843.727.2200

www.WGLHRM.com
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