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about three years ago and because of other cases that come 

up, and I know the AG's office at one time got a lot of 

people pulled off to go work on the Murdaugh case. It just 

takes a little while to get all the pieces lined up. And 

here we are two-and-a-half years later without having had a 

hearing on the merits. I don't want to walk out of here and 

go, well, we did nothing yet again. 

So we're going to do something today, and that is 

at the very least, hear legal arguments and hear from any 

witnesses that either side needs to call today. I'm not 

foreclosing your arguments on the DNA. It's just because of 

the nature of a dual representation bar, I don't normally 

let the lawyer or the pro se litigant, but we got unusual 

circumstances and I'll allow you to supplement the record. 

You may change my mind, but that's the way I'm proceeding 

today is with Mr. Shaffer remaining on the case, on the DNA 

case today. 

THE DEFENDANT: Your Honor, there's an affidavit 

right here, and this is pertaining to the DNA. 

THE COURT: Okay. And I will allow you 

THE DEFENDANT: And I want to read it out loud on 

the record --

THE COURT: No. No. I'm going to allow you to 

THE DEFENDANT: I want everybody to hear this, 

Willfred Brown was my friend. 
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Your Honor to just hear the legal arguments on those motions 

and leave Mr. Shaffer on. We don't believe that new counsel 

is necessary for Mr. Ward. This is Mr. Ward's fifth PCR. 

Your Honor, the motions that are pending before 

this Court, this case has already been dismissed by, I 

believe it was, Judge Seals issued a final order of 

dismissal. Mr. Shaffer filed a motion, I think a motion to 

reconsider, as well as a Rule 60B, order to be relieved 

or motion to be relieved from judgment and, Your Honor, we 

are here on those motions. Simply, the State is asking for 

this Court to just issue a ruling on those two pending 

motions so that this case can be resolved. And at the end 

of those motions, Your Honor, the State would make a motion 

for a maximum order to restrict Mr. Ward from filing any 

future PCR cases because he has filed several successive PCR 

cases all of which have been summarily dismissed, except for 

his PCR -- his first PCR, which was heard on the merits and 

was subsequently appealed. And the first PCR Court's denial 

of that PCR was affirmed on appeal. 

So, Your Honor, we just -- the State would ask 

that this Court hear those motions. They were simply legal 

arguments, I believe. I won't speak for Mr. Shaffer, but I 

believe Mr. Shaffer is prepared to make those arguments, and 

we can tie up the loose ends in that PCR case without having 

to kick the can down the road. 
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was the first case that got assigned to me. The PCR thing 

kind of got tagged on much later in the game. So the PCR 

thing was first, and that's what I intend to resolve first 

once way or the other. 

THE DEFENDANT: The motion for the new trial based 

on after-discovered evidence 29B, that that's going to be 

heard at a later date? 

THE COURT: No, you can go ahead and submit 

whatever arguments that you want to submit. Send me the 

motions, affidavits, etc., by May the 16th, Mr. Ward, and 

then the lawyers can submit, submit proposed orders by 6/2 

or June the 2nd. 

If you want to submit a proposed order, you can by 

that date as well, but the lawyers I want to have proposed 

orders in by June the 2nd. 

MS. WALTER: And, Your Honor, that's for both the 

DNA and for the motion for new trial. 

THE COURT: Correct. 

THE DEFENDANT: So we ain't even had a hearing 

yet. 

MR. HALL: Judge. 

THE DEFENDANT: It's already been granted. I'm 

being bamboo. 

THE COURT: What? 

THE DEFENDANT: I being bamboozled if I -- if I'm 
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because it seems as though Mr. Ward's motions are simply to 

further delay this case and to not resolve the case and we 

just want -- we want to protect ourselves and not continue 

,,, 

to kick the can down the road in this case. We believe that 

this case has gotten to the point where there must be some 

finality in this case and without something preventing 

Mr. Ward from relieving future counsel, we believe that he 

would come back and do the same thing at a later time. 

THE COURT: Well, I'm not kicking the can, I'm 

just trying to figure out an orderly way to handle this. I 

cannot foreclose any arguments that he might have in the 

future with regards to other counsel, but I have what you 

asked for on the record, all right? 

MR. SHAFFER: Your Honor, before we leave, I want 

to make the Court aware of something. 

Essentially, in my view, if I say his attorney, 

and I've told this to Mr. Ward before, and I told this to 

the other side, in my view, a lot of the motions for a new 

trial, the amendments and the motions for a new trial, are 

actually, should have been brought or should be brought as 

essentially PCR claims. I would actually ask that you 

interpret them, and I had some case law saying that you can 

interpret habeas as PCRs and things like that, but I would 

ask that you interpret those as actual PCR allegations 

because I think that especially related to the conflict of 





















