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DEPENDANT’ S (KENDRICK CHESTNUT) SUMMATION BY LONG

~3

>

please, I rneed vou. I need you right ncw. HKendriok Chestnut
needs vou bad right now. For six years he has sal waliing on

you Lte help him right now.

[

Now, I'm going Lo tell vou, the Solicitor is wrong about
a lot oI things. ?irsé, I want to tell you sae's wrong when
she tells you thal Ralph Wilson and Russell Long are going Lo
get up here and tell vou that Joey Hucks was a bad guy.
Nobody bkelleves Joey iHuckg was a bad guy. Everybody in
anzﬂxmmﬁ, 211l the peoples that have come in and havse gone
during this week long trial, nobody wanbs Joey Hucks dead,
nobo&y, nis friends, God knows, his famiiy. We don't want
Joey Hucks cead, and Joey Hucks was a goocd guy by all
accounts.,

5

I didn’t know him. I could get to xnow him today if he
hada't have made some bad cholces. ie had several
opportunities te avoid ali that. He had seveaeral
opportunities te live,

I tell you anckbner thing that the Scliciteor is wroﬁg

apout. She saild that this was not a who-done-it case. This
may net ke a who-done~it case, bul I'm telling you right now
this is. This is a who-done-it case because you know what,
Kendrick Chestnut didn't do anything. That's who didn't done
it right there. Kendrick Chestrut didn't do it.

Tnis is a whe-dorne~it case, and 1f's important that you

3.

keep Lhese things separated when you go back there in your
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jury room. It's dimportant that yo

Fair trial. The State of

wantad to

S 1 Y o g N .
saidd this Ly not &

of did larry

$n 3y de | —
(1“1:& nul nave

s s
South Carcl

v
o
Fand

82

that what this case is about? No.

u give Ke: Chestnul a

right to kill Joev Hucks., Ts

That is not what this

istie Hucks getling --

3

fiﬁding a card that a thizd paﬁiy sent to Larry Hucks {sic).

don't know how Larxry c¢o

than receive a card. It's

-
7
o
=

I love
mad, whatever happened be
golng to leave al

happ ened, but T do know =

by the front deoor of he

Hucks decided to pull this

agree with My, Wil

overn Lhe picture and Lhe

wag doae. and 1f you belig

ol his pooket,

nis side and sald please

pelieve that.

RATACIN

A man pulls

u d have

fore Joay

his, down

house, hy

sSGn & hun

money was

ova thatb

openad The

leave my

a knife

done anything differently

4

e he qushed and saild, oh, I

Hucks pulled this knife,

thers in the living room,

the stars, young Joey

sul of his pocket.

dred parvcent. The nmelee

over. That whole

by

on another man,
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DEFENDANT S (KENDRICK CHESTHNUT) SUMMATTON BY LONG

no, that's a bad choice, and if Joey Hucks hadn't have doneg

that, I could ¥xnow what he was today. We could all know what
a groat guy ho was, but he did that anyway.

And when he whipped that keifce oun and he sald probaply

more along the lines of get your f-ing hands off my sister,
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and Ty Chestnut, Larry Chestn
punching him in the nose. He didn't stab him. He didn't
shoot him. He hit him in the nose. Joey Hucks stabbed him

n the chest. That could have been the end of this case, by

[N

ped

the way, 2 bad choice; Joey. He could be facing a murder
sharge right now, alive, but he didn't xill Larrcy.

But as soon as Laryy punched hém in the nose in the
Living room, up there by the steps, vyou know whalb he cculd
havs done, c¢h, my Sod, I'm a scarsed eightecn year old and I

just made a huge mistake and I pulled a knife out on somebody

that I care about. Joey didn't do that., Tf Josy would have

done tnat rignt there, he would be sitting right here -- he

wouldn't be nere. He would be at work, or at play, naybe
with his kids or something. ¢ didn’t do that.

Larry didn't go to the kitchen and grab a weapon and
come running back ouf hers to gen hack at him, Iike Mr.
Wilson told you. He went towards fhe nexi exit avalillable,

and who just walks back out with a knife who s

on him, the knife cpen in his hand, down the hallway, into

the kitchen, should have lefit it on the ground. Guess what?
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itehen with a knife in nis hand.

2h, oy the way, back in tho living room, wihere 13

Kondrick? Kerndriok 15 up there somowhers.,

de?  Did be jump on Joey Hucks? Did he hurh Joey Hucks?
he try to kxill Joey Hucks at that time? No. He didn't o
anything. He didn’t lay a han ﬁ on a soul, not one perscen,

not one ching, did not get himself involved.

Soey goes to the kitchen with the knife. Joey is in the

bt
g

kitahen with the knife, To's out in his left hand still.

He's already cub Larry right in the chest, and he's star 1y

in that xitchen. The witness says they wa.k in the kitchen
and they see Josy with the knife. They see Larry wilh some

scisscors, and where Ls Kendrick? Way over there, the others

side of tne kltchen, the far corner.

Nmui ing, Christlie Lold you. Kendrick that's
net murder.

3

He nadn't laid a khand cn a soul.

na evidence at
the memen® when they're standing in that kitcehen that
Kendrick Chestnut has laid a hand on a soul. He's in the

kitchen unarmed, and Dy accounis of witnoess

trere are now two men arxmed in that kitchen, Larry, L Larry

did go to a drawer and pull out the scissors. Joey made

ancther bad mistaxe. Unh-ch, Larry has got scisscors. I'm

sorry, Larry. 1t's cooil. It's over. t's get you somwe

help. You're cut. He didn't do that.
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Chestout a

Attacked by
attacked by with

o hang on to th

[958 o e
WOGa . What

on

i

This is

him,
cight here, ckay
knife. Joey did
The

fight went o

major time. Joe

fight, and Larny
ib., He had to g

You Xnow ho
he
found two feet £
He never lot it
younyg Jo
it golng instead
They've got
they're goiag to
believe Kendrick
murd

still swinging ©

Lo keep on cutting and toe keep

hadn't dropped

gidn't

is what Chri ig

a knife and some s3Ci330rs Joey Hucksg cho

(s y

a7 i ‘ﬂhfki

at knife, and Hucks chose in

did Kendrick do? Lay

the most telling thing in the whole case

. Joey made a bad cholce and didr't drop

n't end it so that Joey could live todav.

utside into vard. . Guess wno's =still

stnult at least ¢ne
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e
o
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y Hucks. fight, and cthe knife

Chestnuz- his best te put an end

is trying

et a of ors to put an end to it.

sci

w I know droppoed it yet?  You

drop it yet khecause 1t -~ this xnife w

»5}

rom his body in the wmiddle of the front yar

go because the fight never stopped. Forx

He decided to

ey made a bad keep

c¢f putting an
a witness, mayoe &

tell you, okay, this i1s the poinit where we

[ J

is a murdere is what makes Xendric

raer righit hore. quy, -Joey Hucks, is

nis knife at his ront yard.

a har

looked like,

38

e!

the
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Lal

For goodness sakes, it's taken all the way through the house
and it hasn't stopped yet.
They want vou Lo believe Lhat Kendzlck Chestnul hit one

1

ime in the face Joey Hucks, a murderer. They wanl you oo

ot

a

alieve that he was Xicxing Joey Hucks when h

il
&
o
3
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ground., Well, I don't pelisve he was, okay? I mean, 1 heax

Christie Hucks' testimony. remember was tho

white shoes, and kicking and white shoes, and
white Nike Air Force One's, not just white shoes.

She knew the brand name, the handl@,.whatover vou want
to call it. Ain'® no white shoes, but she was -- it was soO
vivid to her. A1l I could remembor was the white SZO@S,. na
the kicking, and the kitking, and the kicxing. Ain't no
‘hite shoes..  You've been taking notes. Ycu know thart.

Kendrick Chestnut didn't lay & hand on Jooy. If you
believe that Kendrick Chestnut did lay & nand on Joey, thoen
why would he lay a nhand on Joey? Maybe because he still had

4, 1

a knifc in nis hand, maybe becausc he was still trying to
kill his cousin. And, oh, what, well, Joe- -- what would

nave happened 1f Kendrick would have nobt stopped Moke, this
N EN r

guy, M¥Mokeo, 1€ he hadn't have stopped Moke from getting

the fight? wWell, I dorn't know. Maybe Moke wou
have grabbed a bold of Larry and Josy would have ended it.
We'd have two dead peoplie.

T dont't belisve it happened anyway, but 1f you wanht to

3
3

LG

6




DEFENDANT’ 8 (KENDRICK CHESTNUT) SUMMATION BY TONG

i velieve Moke, Richard Day, 1if you want to believe him, you
2 saw —-— I den't know 1f you can remember his testimony,

3

because it seems like we'wve bsen doing this for about a

a0

4 month, hut if von believe anything Richard Day told you,

5 okav, if you want to believe that my client stopped him {r

6 getting into the fight, then believe that my client stcpped
7 nim from helping Joey Hucks kill Larry Chestnut. He

ability to kill mim. He cartainly showed

[ 9
=
jo
ot
oy
1]

certainly ha

9 the willingness to kill him, and he carried thabt willis
10 all throughout the whole bitf.
il Kaep in mind this is nou an hour-long fight, okay. This

Ea

12 whole thing happened in a matter of seconds. I picture this

i3 thing happening as tussle, tussle here, run into tho kitchen
14 nere, 1;qnw, fight here, cutr the back door, done, so fast

i5 that when Christie Hucks got down from the stairs, it was

B

16 over, S$he went outside and never -—-- she was with Joey when
17 he walkad ouatside. That's cuick. aBnd she never left his
18 side. She sat on the ground and racked him and held him,

19 because he had just started and had just died In a knife

21 Te's vidiculously sad that these cholices were made.

27 There's no guestion that thase ch@ices were made, Tt dossn't
23 make it right and it deesn't bring Joey back, but what

24 gefinictely dc@sn'ﬁ maxe Lt rvight is for vou to convict these

5

25 we men of murder.  That dossn't fix this. The tragedy is
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gone. The ship has salled. It is Lragic. Uon't add o if.
Tho doctor from MUSC came here and told you thalt the
cause ©f death absolutely, unequivocable, without a guestion

was a single stab wound to the chest. Nobody claims that

had aﬁVihzna ro odo with that. I fact, wu

have one hundred percent groof, DNA, fingervrints, or lack

<
A
~
©

cyewlinesses., UNobody sald Kendrick Chestnut had a weapon
at any time. Nobody said Kendrick Chestnub did that, and
nebhody, nobody said bthat Kendrick Chestnub over touched a
WEBRDON .

The Solicitor wants Lo make a big deal cui ¢f -- she
said that Joey lucks' plcood wasg on Kendzick Chestnut’s shirut;
that's proof there that he's guilty. Folks, Joey Hucks' ard
Larry Chestnut's bleod was all over evervbody and everything,
Thnis was a knife fight, and all trhese pecple ware in close
proximity to Lt. Cindy Evans was covered in hlood.

One police ofi*ccr toock one cotton gswabd, like a g-Lin
and went fo one place on Kendrick Chestnut's shist and did

this, and shipped 1t to Columbia. That doesn't mean that

Larry Chestnut's blocd wasn't all over that shirt. That

£

means that some of Jesy Hucks' blood might have hib that
shirt in one spot. That’s a1l that weons.

When it's ovey and Joey has finally dropped the knifs

%

wnat's the evidence? Kendrick grabs Larry up to gel to the

hosgpital., The knite is Zinally out of Joey Hucks'®
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finally. Zarry fina lj got. him to drop that knife.

They don't rush off like murde 5.~ They go

man had the wherowitihal and the good heart and concern to

think about his daughrer atb that moment. Now, keep

nobody ¢lse did or even cared about where the girl

They dida't know where the girls were, bul as he’
from the cheslt and elsewhere, and on bthe way out,

concerned about? My baby girl, and iitt.le Chapel

N

daughter, she wasn't scared of these juys.

3

+43

her. She went with them. She went and gobt in a

murderers? MNo. They get in the car and Lthey're

the read. He's dying. His cousin is driving him,

does he say? I'm going to kill that $.0.8. That

doesn't 1t? The Solicilor wants you to think that

ictent, thab's malice, that shows vou that he want

him. You know what that shows me? He thought he

He nad no idea. He was alive.
“ould a murderer say I'm going to kill him 1
already dead? ¥Would a murxderer say I'm going to
ne thought he was going to die? Absolutely not,
not with two little witnesses in the bac% zeat.
Kendrick Chestnut said he was going to kill

nis cecusin was dying at the hands of Joey Hucks,

3 Lleeding

whnat's he

L, Cirdy's

This event could not have had that kind of impact on

car with the

riding down

sounds

and what

[y

t's crimical

md [} 1(.,,{..;

WAS

anive.

£f he's

nim because

and

ne was

mad. He was scared. He was rushing nim to the hospital.
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Hell, let me tell you scomething elsce mur

Trey don't sit in the lobby az Grand Strand R

Center walting on ihe police o get there and
They don't. And they don't really want to ¢o

detective when The detective says, hey, T'd 1i

vou for a minute. Tell me whal happened.
You xnow, you've gobt a right to talk Lo
vou talk te me. You've got & right to remain

don't have Lo say anything. What is a murder

at the hespital aiter he's gotten his thought

derers agon't do.

cgional Medical

talk te thex.

a lLawver before
silent. You
ar going o do

8 together? Oh,

man, . I just killed somebody., He's not a mnurderer. Neither

oneg of them ars.
Folks, 1 need you bkad., In's been six ye

and hie family has had 1o he lagged along

mnan

along by the Seoliciterts Office
they gould scmehow figure out a way Lo prove
day bthat he was a murderer. He can't get tho

pack. He's already been nunished. He didn't

The nice doctor from Charleston came up
there were injuries, E(wsuld nave found vherm,
unturned, she agreed. She docen't just look
She locks on tne inside. She knows avery dJdas

about the cleogged artery. You know, the clog

didn't ~~ didn't .cause Joey Hucks to die, but

ars thnab tnis

hoping that
Lo 4 jury ane
5@ 51X years

lay a hand on

and sald if

lef

e

ne stons
on the cutsgide.
ease.  She knew
ged artery

SNe [Sure Knew

10
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aboult ib. 8She knew everyihing there was be xnow aboub Joey

Hucks' injuries, and quess wharn, not cne gingle Injury to

I
j&

~ 3

r ! I, . PR s Bt oS e Yo g gk e
Jooy Hucks that couid have baen caused by Kendri Chestnut

T submit to you that 1if he hit him, ne'd be bruised. I
submit to you thar if he kicked nim, he'd be bruised. He's
not. One hundred percent without doubt that witness told you
ne's not.

I hope yéu agree with Christie Hucks, Kendrick did
acthing. He's just been n dragged into and along for whatevery
reasons tney have, but I want you tc stop it today, please.

On bohalf ot Kwndcww and his fanily, I do appreciato
the service that vou've given us. I told you when I stood up
te do my copening re emarks that we chose you because we knew
vou were going toe be tha xind of pecple that -- I've had
juries be f)iﬁ whete we had one, you know, that we knew he
wasn't paying attention. We had some people who looked like
they needed to be somewhere else, sitting on thoe edge of
their seat, couldn't wait for the trial te be over. Oh, my,
God, what a waste of my life.

We cﬁaﬁe the fourteen of you because we know you would
do exactly what you've done and cxactly what vou'ze doing
right now, all of you, is you're paving extremely close

attention to what is ©

4]

re and ycocu're paving close atbtenbtion

te what is not.)

11
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DEFENDANT’S (KENDRICK CHESTNUT) SUMMATION BY LONG
JURY GUT

Pieasa, 1'm going to ask you an unusual -- Lo take on an

uriisual task. When you go -- and the Judge is going Lo give

s

vou Lhe law right now, and you're going to go in your jury

s

room.  I'm asking you to gake up the State of Scuth Carolina
versus Kendrick Chestnut right away. Leb's geb thal oul of
the way, pDlease.

Did the State of South Carclina vrove bevond a

rr

ceasonable doubl, Lhat Kendrick Chesinul commibbed
manslaughter or nurder? Ask yourscelf that and resolve it

right away. Get on with the rest of your work. Did tho

State of Scuth Carolina take th

o
;.1

ir burden not Just to the
twenty yvard line, not just across the {ifty? Did they prove
to vou beyond a reasonable doubt for sure that Kendrick

Chostnut murdered Joey Hucks or commitied manslaughter on

ao wuach Lor your Lime.  Thank you so much Zor

your attention. I'm sorry we took a week ocut of your life,

Oing

but I can promise vou just one week ocut of your 1life is g
to rwrake a world of difference, a world of difference. Thanx
YOU 80 much.

THE COURT: g

-

11 right., Mr. Foreman, ladies ond
gentlemen of the jury, why don't you go to your jury roonm for
apout ;ive or ten minutes and we'll come back and finish the
ratter.

(THE FOLLOWING TBKES PLACE OUTSIDE THE PRESERCE OF THE

12
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