STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE SUPREME COURT

Appeal from Richland County S.C S
S+~ slpreme Co

_ urt
L. Casey Manning, Circuit Court Judge

BRANDON JONES,
PETITIONER,
V.
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
RESPONDENT

APPELLATE CASE NO. 2013-000605

SECOND SUPPLEMENTAL APPENDIX

BENJAMIN JOHN TRIPP ALAN WILSON

Appellate Defender Attorney General

South Carolina Commission on Indigent MEGAN HARRIGAN
Defense Assistant Attorney General
Division of Appellate Defense
PO Box 11589 P. O.Box 11549

Columbia, SC 29211-1589 Columbia, SC 29211

ATTORNEY FOR PETITIONER ATTORNEYS FOR RESPONDENT



Yol @

INDEX
INDEX .ottt ettt et ettt et ettt ettt et et ereerans
FINAL ANDERS BRIEF OF APPELLANT ......ccoviiitiintnrinseieies et sceneeessesesneseseenens
RECORD ON APPEAL.......cooitniirieerennirietneeistssssinssssssasssssssssesss s ssssssessesassssssscsssensesesessnmssesens 14
SUPPLEMENTAL RECORD ON APPEAL.......ovviiriiniiririnisss s smessss s sassessissesseesanes 45

COURT OF APPEALS’ OPINION NO. 2008-UP-175 (FILED MARCH 13, 2008) ............cu....... 90




STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE COURT OF APPEALS

Appeal from Richland County

John L. Breeden, Jr., Circuit Court Judge

THE STATE,

RESPONDENT,
V.

BRANDON EUGENE JONES,

APPELLANT

FINAL ANDERS BRIEF OF APPELLANT

ROBERT M. DUDEK
Deputy Chief Attomey for Capital Appeals

South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense
Division of Appellate Defense

PO Box 11589

Columbia, S. C. 29211-1589

(803) 734-1343

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT




TABLE OF CONTENTS

TABLE OF CONTENTS. .ttt 1
TABLE OF AUTHORITIES .ottt 2
STATEMENi OF ISSUE ON APPEAL.........0couc. et 3
STATEMENT OF THE CASE .o Y
P TS — 5
PETITION TO BE RELIEVED AS COUNSEL ...covoetrsrrssretrsmrsrssrsmses 10



TABLE OF AUTHORITIES

Cases

Bell v. State, 797 S0.2d 945 (Miss. 2001) c.ceovvivirrecerccnnirrse st

Ocha v. State, 826 S0.2d 956_(Fla. 2002) ......vvveceererrerreereerrrene et eseeennes

State v. Bar-Jonah, 102 P.3d 1229; 1249 (Mont. 2004)..........c.oocouemeeeeeereererereeeres e e

State v. Marino, 804 S0.2d 47 (La.App. 4 Cir. 2001)..ccccueeiiiiiiceeeceeeeee e,

State v. Moultrie, 283 S.C. 352,322 S.E2d 663 (1984) ......ccoviverrcreree e,

Statuftes
S.C. Code Ann. § 24-23-120 (2005) .covrvvirieiiiiiiiietire ettt s

Tex. Code Crim. Proc. Ann. art. 42 12 § 9(2) (2005) c.ccoevveveeieieirecinienieee e




'STATEMENT OF ISSUE ON APPEAL
Did the trial court atAbus'e its discretion, when it refused appeliar;t’é request.to inchmldve
‘appellant’s relevant family background to the »preL§éntence Investigation report, sincé this
infoﬁnatiqri was’ importan; to an accurate appraisal of appellant, 'a.nd an inaccurate pre-

* sentencing report was more prejudicial to appellant than no report at all?



STATEMENT OF THE CASE

Appellant was indicted by the Richland County grand jury for three counts of
criminal sexual conduct with a minor. R. 23 - 28. Appellant appeared before the Honorable
John L. Breeden, Jr. on June 27, 2005, to enter a guilty plea, and.September 15, 2005, for
sentencing. Deborah Aherns and Lauren H. Mobley represented appellant. Erin Gaddy and
Vincent D. Smith were the solicitors. R. 1.

Aﬁpellant pled guilty to the three counts of criminal sexual conduct with a minor.

Judge Breeden sentenced appellant to 30 years imprisonment on each count. R. 20, 11. 22-25.

This appeal follows.




ARGUMENT

The trial court -abused its discretion by refusing appellant’s_request to add the

appellant’s relevant family background to the pre-sentence investigation. _ The report was

also prenared‘bv a co-worker of the father of one of the victims. An inaccurate, incomplete

and potentially biased pre-sentence report was much more prejudicial to appellant than no

pre-sentence report at all, and the trial judge erred by reasoning otherwise.

Relevant Facts

On June 27, 2005, appellant pled guilt'y to three.cou_nts of criminal sexual conduct
with a minor. R. 7, 1. 14-19. Before appellant’s pEa of guilty, the trial judge. informed
appellant that by pleading guilty he was waiving His constitutional _ﬂght to a jury trial, the
right to remain silent, and ’;he"fight:td qu'estion any \-Nitnes.s?s that WOl:lld be called against
the appellant. R.5,1.4-R.7,1.9.

After statements by the solicitor, the victims® families, and appellant, appellant’s
attorney requested a pre—senteﬁce irivestigation of appellant. R.20,11. 18-21. The trial judge
agreed to érder such an ‘mvesﬁgaﬁoﬁ, and he ordered that the pre-sentence investigation be
completed by the beginning of August, 2005. R. 2011. 22-24.

When appellant next appeared before the judge on September 15, 2005, his sole
rémaining attorney, Lauren Mobley, immediately obj eéted to the content of the pre-senten(;e
investigation, and its consideration by the court 1n the sentencing of appellant. R. 4, 11. 22;
25. Defense counsel Mobley asserted that the preiséntencé inyestigation that was submitted
to the court did not provide any new iﬁfomiation for the court’s consideration. In addition,
the investigation, and | conseduently the report did not include any interviews with

appellant’s family members. Those family members present in the courtroom informed the



defense attorneys that none of appellant’s family members were ever contacted, much less
interviewed. In short, the report was incomplete and inadequate. R. 5, ll. 3-15.

Significantly, also, Mobley noted that the pre-sentence investigation report was
drafted by an employee of Department of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services, where
Allen Miller, the father of one of the victims also works. R. 5, 1l. 9-13.

The judge‘ told defense counsel Mobley, that he did not have to order a pre-sentence
investigation, and consequently, he apparently reasoned having one could not cause any
-harm to appellant. R. 5,1. 25 —to R. 6, Il 1-3. The judge added, “if the facts are as
reported in this- report or [are] as they are,.I can’t imagine anything else that would
[could] be said by anyone else that would have any significant influence on my sentence.”
R. 6, 11. 7-10. (emphasis added).

The judge then heard victim testimony about how appellant was intelligent and
cunning and how that “makes him so dangerous.” R.7,1.13-25. Thé judge  then
sentenced appellant to the maximum sentence -- 30 years in prison -- on each count of
c'rimina.l sexual conduct with a minor. R. 20, 1. 22-25.

Discussion

'fhe State of South Carolina mandates a pre-sentence investigation only if the judge
of the Court of General Sessions has reason to believe that a defendant suffers from a mental
disorder. See S.C. Code Ann. § 24-23-120 (2005). In all other cases, a defense motion for a
pre-sentence investigation is left to the trial court’s discretion.

The Supremé-Court has held that if the trial court has had the opportunity to observe

the defendant’s mental ability or mental state, the trial court can still deny the defendant’s




motion for a pre-sentence investigation even if the defense asserts his mental state is at issue.

State v. Moultrie, 283 S.C. 352, 322 S.E.2d 663 (1984).

While South Carolina does not have a statute regulating what must be in a pre-
sentence report, some states with such statutes describe what facts must be included in a pre-
sentence investigation for the report to be considered accurate. Florida is such a state, and in
Ocha v. State, 826 So0.2d 956 (Fla. 2002), the court stated:

“To be meaningful, the PSI [pre-sentence report] should be

comprehensive and should include information such as

previous  mental  health  problems  (including

hospitalizations), school records, and relevant family

background.” '

Other states that specify what information is to be contained in a valid pre-sentence

investigation include Montana and Texas. Texas requires that the report include “the
criminal ‘and social history. of the defendant, and any other information relating to the

defendant or the offense requested by the judge.” Tex. Code Crim. Proc. Ann. art. 4212

' § 9(a) (2005).

This case is distinguished from .fhe Montana case of State v. Bar-Jonah, 102 P.3d
1229, 1249 (Mont. 2004). In Bar-Jonah the defendant was appealing a motion to strike
the pre-sentence -investigation because it was prepared . with bias; anél therefore‘ was
ipcomplefe and inaccurate. The court found that the defendant was under an afﬁrmatiVe
duty tovp.rove bilas or prejudice, and since the defense failed to carry its burden of proof,
the court did not err by ;éﬁlsing to strike the report. - |
' This. case is readily distinguishable because iﬁ Bar-J onah the deféndant ‘was
asking for the«;pre-sentencev investigation to be stricken from the récord,- while here

appellant was simply requesting that relevant family information be added to the pre- -



sentence investigation in order to make the report complete and accurate. The judge was
3 obviously, as seen above, very struck by the negative information about appellant in the
report.

South Cdrolina, like many other states including Mississippi and Louisiana, does
not have any statutory requirements regarding pre-sentence investigations. The courts of
these states have found that pre-sentence investigations are merely an aid to the trial

court, and not a right of the defendant. State v. Marino, 804 So.2d 47 (La.App. 4 Cir.

2001). The courts have also stated that the ordering of a pre-sentence investigation is not
mandatory and is left to the discretion of the trial court. Bell v. State, 797 So.2d 945
(Miss. 2001).

Regardless, the fact is that an inaccurate, incomplete or misleading pre-sentencing
report is much more prejudicial than no report at all. [t is beyond cavil, that in the
present case, the pre-sentence investigation report was incomplete and inadequate. How
can an investigation of appellant’s background be complete where none of his family was
ever contacted, much less interviewed? Moreover, the report was also drafted by a
probation officer who worked with a victim’s father.

The sentencing judge here abused his discretion here by denying appellant’s
request that the investigating agent or agents interview appellant’s family members, and
make an accurate report. While there is no statutory right of the defendant to a pre-
sentence investigation, if one is done it should be completed in an accurate and unbiased
manner. A pre-sentence investigation about appellant, drafted by a victim’s father’s co-
worker that does not include relevant family information regarding appellant is not

complete, accurate and unbiased.




.10

Moreoyef, the judge here gave appellant the: niaximum sentence even though he
pled guilty. The trial judge’s apparent reasoning that because he did not ev.en h’a;/e to
have a pre-sentencing report that an inaccurate report could nbt Be prejudicigl to appellant
was, in a word, erroneous. An accurate pre-sentencing report that 1n good faith
undertook the task of giving the sentencing judge information about who appellant was,
and how he got here, had to include family background information.

The judge here abused his ‘discretion in not ordering further information about
appellant’s family background from the agents conducting the pre-sentence investigation,
and by considering an incomplete, inaccurate, and potentially biased pre-sentencing
report. Appellant’s sentence of thirt'y years imprisonment should consequently be

vacated, and this case remanded to the Richland County Court of General Sessions for re-

sentencing.
- Respectfully submitted,
Robert M. Dudek -
Deputy Chief Attomey for Capital Appeals
ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT
November 6, 2006
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Counsel for Brandon Eugene Jones states:

1. He is Deputy Chief Attorney for Capital Appealsfor the South Carolina
Office of Appellate Defense, and was appointed to represent appellant.

2. He has reviewed the record of appellant’s guilty plea before Judge John L.
Breeden, Jr., which was held on September 15, 2005, and, in his opinion, the appeal is without

legal merit sufficient to warrant a new trial.

3. He has, pursuant to Anders v. California, 386 U.S. 738, 87 S.Ct. 1396

(1967), briefed an arguable legal issue which arose during the course of the trial.
WHEREFORE, he asks the Court to relieve him as counsel for Brandon Eugene
Jones.
Respectfully submitted,

VoL
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Deputy Chief Attorney for Capital Appeals

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT

November 6, 2006
10




12+

CERTIFICATE OF COUNSEL

The undersigned certifies that this Final Brief complies with Rule 211(b), SCACR.

November 6, 2006 ‘ W

Robeft M. Dudek
Deputy Chief Attorney for Capital Appeals

South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense
Division of Appellate Defense

PO Box 11589

Columbia, S. C. 29211-1589

(803) 734-1343

Attorney for Appellant
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Building, 1000 Assembly Street, Rm. 519, Columbia, SC 29201, the Final Anders Brief
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MW

Robert M. Dudek
Deputy Chief Attorney for Capital Appeals

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT
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“STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
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BRANDON JONES,

IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
2004-GS-40-8462,8463 & 8464

THE STATE,
PLAINTIFF,

-VS~— _ TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD

SEPTEMBER 15, 2005

DEFENDANT. COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv

BEFOR E:
THE HONORABLE JOHN L. BREEDEN, JR., JUDGE.
APPEARANCES:
. "VINCENT D. SMITH, ESQUIRE,
ASSTISTANT SOLICITOR FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
ATTORNEY FOR .THE STATE,
LAUREN H. MOBLEY, ESQUIRE,

ASSISTANT PUBLIC DEFENDER FOR RICHLAND COUNTY,
ATTORNEY FOR THE DEFENDANT.

ROBBIE KOON DEFREESE
CIRCUIT COURT REPORTER

ROBBIE KOON DeFREESE, CIRCUIT COURT REPORTER
142 GEORGE ADDY ROAD, LITTLE MOUNTAIN, SC 29075
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WITNESSES/DESCRIPTION PAGE NO.
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2005.
SENTENCES OF THE COURT 20
CERTIFICATE 22
ROBBIE KOON DeFREESE, CIRCUIT COURT REPORTER
75
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EXHIBITS

NO. . DESCRIPTION A __EVD.
NOTE: NO EXHIBITS INTRODUCED DURING THIS SENTENCING

PROCEEDING.

ROBBIE KOON DeFREESE, CIRCUIT COURT REPORTER
142 GEORGE ADDY ROAD, LITTLE MOUNTAIN, SC 29075
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2005.

THE SOLICITOR: YOUR HONOR, THE STATE CALLS
BRANDON JONES.

THE COURT: YES, SIR.

BRANDON JONES,
FIRST BEING DULY SWORN, TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

THE SOLICITOR: YOUR HONOR, STANDING BEFORE YOU
IS BRANDON JONES. HE'S REPRESENTED BY LAUREN MOBLEY OF THE
PUBLIC DEFENDER'S OFFICE.

YOUR HONOR, WE'RE HERE FOR SENTENCING ON A PLEA
THAT TOOK PLACE IN JUNE BEFORE YOU. YOU HAD REQUESTED A

/

PRE-SENTENCE INVESTIGATION BE PERFORMED ON THIS CASE AND, I

- BELIEVE, YOU'VE HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW THAT.

THE COURT: YES, AND I HAVE READ THE REPORT, THE
RATHER LENGTHY REPORT: I KNOW MS. MOBLEY HAS INDICATED TO
THE COURT IN YOGR PRESENCE THAT SHE OBJECTS TO THIS REPORT.

MS. MOBLEY: I DO, YOUR HONOR.

THE COURT: LET ME LET YOU PUT YOUR OBJECTION ON
THE RECORD, IF YOU WILL, PLEASE, MA'AM?

MS. MOBLEY: THANK YOU, YOUR HONOR.

MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT.

YOUR HONOR, THE DEFENSE AT THIS TIME WILL BE
OBJECTING TO THE PRE-SENTENCE INVESTIGATION. I BELIEVE
THAT IT IS INCOMPLETE, THAT IT, IN-ESSENCE, REHASHES THE

CASE AND PROVIDES THE COURT NO NEW INFORMATICN ABOUT MR.

ROBBIE KOON DeFREESE, CIRCUIT COURT REPORTER
142 GEORGE ADDY ROAD, LITTLE MOUNTAIN, SC 29075
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JONES.. WHEN MS. AHRENS, WHO INITIALLY HANﬁLEDJTHE PLEA AND
WAS HIS PRIOR ATTORNEY, REQUESTED THE PRE-SENTENCE
iNVEéTIGATION SHE WAS UNDER THE IMPRESSiONVTHAT IT WOULD
GIVE THE COURT AN UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT IS GOING ON WITH
MR._dONEs AND OF THE ENTIRE CASE. :

YOUR HONOR, I BELIEVE THAT —- T HAVE TALKED WITH
ALL OF THE FAMILY MEMBERS —- SEVERAL OF WHICH ARE ALSO

SITTING IN THE FRONT ROW —— NONE OF THEM WERE INTERVIEWED

‘OR CONTACTED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF PRéBATION AND, I BELIEVE,

MS. CRYSTAL BOYD OUT OF KERSHAW COUNTY IS THE ONE WHO DID
THE RECORD, AS ALLEN MILLER IS — WORKS FOR THE DEPARTMENT
OF PROBATION, PAROLE, AND PARDON SERVICES HERE IN RICHLAND
COUNTY AND HE IS ONE OF THE VICTIMS' FATHERS.

YOUR HONOR, I BELIEVE THAT THE REPORT IS
INCOMPLETE AND PROVIDES:YOU NO NEW INFORMATION. WE, AT

THIS TIME, WOULD BE ASKING THAT THE DEPARTMENT GO BACK AND

. INTERVIEW THE FAMILY MEMBERS AS THEY SHOULD HAVE DONE WITH

THIS REPORT INITIALLY. OBVIOUSLY, THERE WAS PLENTY OF
TIME. APPARENTLY, THIS REPORT WAS CONCLUDED AT THE END OF
_ ON 7/25/05, YOUR HONOR. SO WE CERTAINLY HAD THE TIME TO

INTERVIEW SOME FAMILY MEMBERS AND GIVE YOUR HONOR AN

- UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT'S GOING ON WITH THIS CASE. AND THAT

WAS NOT DONE. SO AT THIS- TIME, WE WOULD BE OBJECTING TO
THE REPORT AND ITS CONSIDERATION BY THE COURT.

THE COURT: I'M NOT GOING TO ASK THAT THEY DO-

ROBBIE KOON DeFREESE, CIRCUIT COURT REPORTER
142 GEORGE‘ADDY ROAD, LITTLE MOUNTAIN, SC 29075
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ANYMORE THAN THEY'VE DONE, MS. MOBLEY, WITH ALL DUE
RESPECT. I DIDN'T HAVE TO ASK FOR A PRE-SENTENCE
INVESTIGATION AT ALL TO BEGIN WITH.

MS. MOBLEY: YES, SIR.

THE COURT: I DID AND THIS IS WHAT I GOT.

MS. MOBLEY: YES, SIR.

THE COURT: IF THE FACTS ARE AS REPORTED IN THIS
REPORT OR AS THEY ARE, I CAN'T IMAGINE ANYTHING ELSE THAT
WOULD BE SAID BY ANYONE ELSE THAT WOULD HAVE ANY
SIGNIFICANT INFLUENCE ON MY SENTENCE.

MS. MOBLEY: CERTAINLY, YOUR HONOR.

THANK YOU.

THE COURT: I'Ll, BE GLAD TO HEAR FROM THE STATE.

THE SOLICITOR: THANK YOU.

YOUR HONOR, IF IT PLEASE THE COURT, DID YOU NEED
A RECITATION OF THE FACTS AGAIN?

THE COURT: I DON'T NEED A RECITATION OF THE

FACTS———

THE SOLICITOR: THANK YOU.

WE———

THE COURT: ———I1'VE SEEN THE FACTS IN THIS.

THE SOLICITOR: WE HAVE CHIEF BUCK OF THE IRMO
POLICE DEPARTMENT HERE IF THERE'S ANY QUESTIONS AS TO THE
FACTS IN THE CASE, YOUR HONOR.

WE ALSO HAVE —- WE ALSO HAVE WITH US THE VICTIMS'

ROBBIE KOON DeFREESE, CIRCUIT COURT REPORTER
142 GEORGE ADDY ROAD, LITTLE MOUNTAIN, SC 29075
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PARENTS, MR. AND MRS. SPEARE; WE ALSO HAVE MR. AND MRs:‘
MILLER. WE HAVE A FAMILY FRTEND HERE FROM THE MILLERS.
ONCE AGAIN, HOW —- I‘WOULD HAVE BUTCHERED IT. -

MR. GERALDO: LUCE GERALDO.

THE SOLICITOR: LUCE GERALDO, WHO IS ALSO HEQE,.
YOUR HONOR; AND I KNOW THAT THE VICTIMS IN THIS CASE AND
THAT THE PARENTS WOULD LIKE TO SPEAK TO THE COURT AT THE
APPROPRIA&E TIME. |

THE COURT: I'LL BE GLAD TO HEAR FROM THEM.

THE SOLICITOR: THANK YOU.

MR. MILLER, WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADDRESS —— OR, MRS.
MILLER, WOULD YOU LIKE TO ADDRESS THE COURT?

MRS. MILLER: OUR SOCIETY IS SO CONCERNED WITH
THE CRIMINAL'S RIGHTS THAT THEY SOMETIMES FORGET ABOUT OUR
VICTIMS,‘ESPECIALLY THE MOST .INNOCENT TRUSTING OF ALL: OUR
CHILDREN. WHEN OUR SON AND TWO OTHERS WERE TEN—YEARS—OLD,
THEIR INNOCENCE WAS TAKEN AWAY, PART OF THEIR CHILDHOOD,
TRUST, AND SO MANY OTHER CRUCIAL THINGS THAT CAN NEVER BE
REPLACED .

DECEIVINGLY, BRANDON APPEARS TO BE A PASSIVE,
WELL-MANNERED, INTELLIGENT, CLEAN-CUT, CALM, STABLE YOUNG
MAN. THIS IS WHAT MAKES HIM.SO DANGEROUS. ‘HE'S A
MASTERMIND AT GETTING PEOPLE TO DO WHAT HE WAﬁTS»THEM TO
DO. HE IS EXTREMELY CALCULATING, BRiLLIANT, INSIGHTFﬁL,

CONVINCING, AND VERY MANIPULATIVE. HE HAS LEARNED THAT

{

ROBBIE KOON DeFREESE, CIRCUIT COURT REPORTER
' 142 GEORGE ADDY ROAD, LITTLE MOUNTAIN, SC 29075
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SYMPATHY CAN BE A VERY POWERFUL TOOL TO OPEN DOORS.

PLEASE, IN THIS CASE, LET THERE BE NO DOUBT WHERE
YOUR COMPASSION SHOULD LIE. OUR SON, AS WELL AS OTHERS,
HAVE SUFFERED AN IRREVERSIBLE LOSS THAT WILL HAUNT HIM THE
REST OF HIS LIFE.

THE SOLICiTOR: YOUR HONOR, MR. MILLER ALSO WOULD
LIKE TO ADDRESS THE COURT.

MR. MILLER: THANK YOU, YOUR HONOR.

I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO THANK
THE SOLICITOR'S OFFICE AND THE IRMO POLICE DEPARTMENT,
CHIEF BUCK, THE DEPARTMENT OF SOVA FOR ALL THEIR ASSISTANCE
AND SUPPORT THROUGH ALL THIS TIME,

THANK YOU.

I WOULD LIKE TO POINT OUT TO THE COURT THAT WHEN
MR. JONES PLED GUILTY TO THIS, THAT NOT ONLY DID HE PLEAD
GUILTY, BUT HE ALSO TOLD THE COURT THAT IF GIVEN THE
OPPORTUNITY, HE WILL RE-OFFEND. HE SAID HE CAN'T HELP IT;
THAT'S HIS. IMPULSES AND THAT'S WHAT HE WILL DO.

I BEG THE COURT TO PUT HIM AWAY AS LONG AS THEY
CAN SO THERE WILL BE NO MORE VICTIMS FOR AS LONG AS IT CAN.
THAT'S ALL I HAVE TO SAY.

THE SOLICITOR: YOUR HONOR, FOR THE STATE, BASED
ON THESE THREE CHARGES, THE STATE IS ASKING THAT YOUR HONOR
SENTENCE THE DEFENDANT THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF TIME ALLOWED.

WE'RE ASKING THE COURT TO SENTENCE HIM TO CONSECUTIVE

ROBBIE KOON DeFREESE, CIRCUIT COURT REPORTER
142 GEORGE ADDY ROAD, LITTLE MOUNTAIN, SC 29075
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SENTENCES-,
THE COURT: YES.
MS. MOBLEY: THANK YOU, YOUR HONOR.
IF IT PLEASES THE COURT.
YOdR HONOR, AT THIS TIME, IF I MAY HAND UP SOME

LETTERS FROM FAMILY MEMBERS AND A PROGRAM WHICH WE WILL BE

' DISCUSSING MOMENTARILY CALLED THE LIGHTHOUSE FOUNDATICN.

IFkI MAY APPROACH THE BENCH AND HAND THAT UP?

(WHEREUPON, THE DOCUMENTS ARE

HANDED TO THE COURT AT THIS TIME.)

MS. MOBLEY: AND I'D ALSO ASK THAT THAT BE MADE A

PART OF THE COURT RECORD.

"YOUR HONOR, I'VE HANDED UP A LETTER FROM DR. .
JONES FROM CLEMSON UNI§ERSITY; A LETTER FROM MARGUERITE
MALOY; FROM ERIC'VONTAINE(PHONETICALLY); WHO IS HERE; CINDY
FRITZ, AND A LETTER, DOCUMENTS FROM THE LIGHTHOUSE.

.WOULD YOUR HONOR CARE FOR A MOMENT OR WOULD YOU
LIKE ME TO CONTINUEé

| " THE COURT: GO AHEAD AND LET ME HEAR YOU AND THEN

I'LL LOOK OVER THESE.

MS. MOBLEY: THANK YOU.

YOUR HONOR, MS. AHRENS HANDLED MOST OF BRANDCN'S

CASE AND I'VE HAD AN OPPORTUNITY —- I HAVE HAD AN

OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK WITH BRANDON. HE IS DEEPLY REMORSEFUL

ABOUT THIS.

ROBBIE KOON DeFREESE, CIRCUIT CQURT REPORTER
142 GEORGE ADDY ROAD, LITTLE MOUNTAIN, SC 29075
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AND AT THIS POINT, IF YOUR HONOR, PLEASES, I
WOULD LIKE TO ALLOW HIS MOTHER AND FATHER AND FOR BRANDON
TO ADDRESS THE COURT BECAUSE I BELIEVE THAT THEY —— I CAN'T
SAY IT ANY BETTER THAN THEY CAN. THIS IS THEIR SON. THEY
KNOW HIM AND THEY CAN GIVE YOU A SMALL SNAPSHOT OF THIS.
OBVIOUSLY, THE LETTERS I'VE HANDED UP STATE THAT BRANDON
NOT ONLY HAS TRIED TO GET HELP —— HE RECOGNIZES HE HAS A
PROBLEM. HE UNDERSTANDS THAT. AND YOU'RE GOING TO HEAR
THAT FROM HIM IN A MOMENT IF YOUR HONOR WILL ALLOW HIM TO
éPEAK. HE TRIED TO GET HELP. AND Hﬁ STILL DESPERATELY
WANTS HELP FOR THIS PROBLEM.

YOUR HONOR, AT THIS TIME,. IF I-MAY TURN OVER THE
MICROPHONE TO MR. JONES, IF THE COURT PLEASES OR IF YOU
WOUﬁD CARE FOR SOME TIME TO READ THE DOCUMENTS.

THE COURT: I'LL BE GLAD TO HEAR FROM MR. JONES.

MS. MOBLEY: THANK YOU.

THE DEFENDANT: I DON'T EVEN KNOW WHERE TO START.
I MEAN, I KNOW I MESSED UP. I MESSED UP ROYALLY. I DID.
AND I HURT A LOT OF PEOPLE. I HURT THE MILLERS; I HURT THE
SPEARES; I HURT MY OWN PARENTS. AND I THINK I OWE AN
EXPLANATION —— NOT A JUSTIFICATION. I WANT EVERYONE TO
KNOW THAT I RECOGNIZE THAT I WAS VERY, VERY WRONG AND THAT
IN NO WAY DO I WANT TO TRY TO JUSTIFY OR MITIGATE WHAT
HAPPENEb BECAUSE THERE'S NO WAY TO DO THAT. I TOOK AWAY

SOMETHING THAT I CAN'T GIVE BACK. I DID SOMETHING THAT

ROBBIE KOON DeFREESE, CIRCUIT COURT REPORTER
142 GEORGE ADDY ROAD, LITTLE MOUNTAIN, SC 29075
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CAN'T BE UNDONE. 'AND THERE ARE NO WORDS ON THIS EARTH THAT

COULD EVER —- THAT COULD EVER ALLOW ME TO EXPRESS EXACTLY

- HOW SORRY I AM. BUT I OWE AN EXPLANATION TO THE PEOPLE

THAT I'VE HURT; AND HOWEVER SORRY IT IS, I JUST WANT TO
OFFERATHE>TRUTH. AND THE TRUTH IS SIMPLY THAT, I GUESS,
I'VE KNOWN THAT I'VE HAD THIS PROBLEM SINCE I WAS ABOUT 11

OR 12-YEARS OLD. MY EMOTIONAL AGE AND MY INTELLECTUAL AGE.

"DON'T SEEM TO BE SAME. I'M ONLY COMFORTABLE AROUND YOUNGER

CHILDREN AND THAT'S NOT NECESSARILY FOR SEXUAL PURPOSES AT

" ALL. I JUST —— I DON'T FEEL RIGHT AROUND OLDER PEOPLE.

AND THAT WOULD BE OKAY.TF IT WEREN'T FOR THE HORMONES THAT
ENTER INTO -THE EQUATION AS WELL..

THEY STARTED GETTING TOO STRONG, I GUESS,lWHEN I
WAS ABOUT 14 OR 15 AND SINCE I WAS RAISED IN A RELIGIOUS
HOUSE, MY FTRST INSTINCT WAS TO PRAY. I WAS TOLD THAT GOD,
YOU KNOW, DOESN'T LIKE THIS SORT OF THING AND- THAT THERE'S
NO WAY HE WOULD ALLOW IT, SO I FIGURED HE CERTAINLY
SHOULDN'T MAKE ME LIKE THAT AND THAT I SHOULD PRAY AND THAT
IT WOULD BE HIS WILL TO TAKE IT AWAY. AND I MUST HAVE
PRAYED 10,000 TIMES. AND THEN I FINALLY ENDED UP PRAYING
FOR GOD JUST TO TAKE ME AWAY. I CONSIDERED SUICIDE, BUT I
WAS TOO AFRAID OF HELL.

WHEN I WAS AT CLEMSON UNIVERSITY, I FINALLY BROKE
DOWN AND TOLD A COUNSELOR IN THE COUNSELING CENTER, ONE OF

THE PSYCHOLOGISTS THERE, ABOUT ALL THE TROUBLES THAT I HAD

RQBBIEbKOON DeFREESE; CIRCUIT COURT REPORTER
142 GEORGE ADDY ROAD, LITTLE:MOUNTAIN, SC 29075
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BEEN HAVING AND I SENT MYSELF TO RESEARCH CHEMICAL
CASTRATION AND SEVERAL OTHER FORMS OF TREATMENT FOR THIS
PARTICULAR DISEASE. I SCOURED THE INTERNET FOR MONTHS AND
MONTHS. THE DOCTOé REFERRED ME TO A MEDICAL DOCTOR BECAUSE
1-TOLD HIM I WANTED TO BECOME CHEMICALLY CASTRATED; AND HE
SENT ME TO DR. FINLAND. I DISCUSSED CHEMICAL CASTRATION
WITH DR. FINLAND AND I BEGGED HIM FOR IT AND HE BASICALLY
SAID THAT I KNEW MUCH MORE ABOUT IT THAN HE DID AND THAT HE
DIDN'T FEEL COMFORTABLE GIVING A PRESCRIPTION FOR THOSE
DRUGS AND HE TRIED TO REFER ME TO A UROLOGIST, BUT I DIDN'T
HAVE THE MONEY TO SEE A SPECIALIST. IF I HAD THOUGHT IT
WOULD HAVE HELPED, I WOULD HAVE QUIT SCHOOL AND GONE TO
WORK FULL-TIME JUST TO COVER THAT; BUT THERE WAS NO WAY.
DEPO—-PROVERA, THE DOSE THAT I NEEDED BASED ON MY WEIGHT AND
HORMONE LEVELS, WOULD HAVE BEEN FAR MORE THAN I COULD HAVE
EARNED IN A MONTH. IF I COULDN'T HAVE GOTTEN SOME HELP
FROM CLEMSON, THEN THERE WAS NO WAY. I TURNED AWAY FROM
THAT AND I ENDED UP MAKING UP SOME FALSE PRESCRIPTIONS TO
GET THE DEPO-PROVERA. AND I CONFIDED IN TWO OF MY COLLEGE
BUDDIES THAT I NEEDED THEIR HELP WITH THE PRESCRIPTION TO
GET THE MEDICINE. IT WAS MOSTLY THE DOCTOR BILLS THAT WERE
GdING TO COST; AND THEY TOLD ME THAT I WAS CRAZY AND THAT I
SHOULD NEVER DO SUCH A THING AND THEY TOOK THE
PRESCRIPTIONS FROM ME AND BURNED THEM. AND THEY TOLD ME

THAT IF I EVER TRIED ANYTHING LIKE THAT AGAIN, THEY WOULD

ROBBIE KOON DeFREESE, CIRCUIT COURT REPORTER
142 GEORGE ADDY ROAD, LITTLE MOUNTAIN, SC 29075
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TELL MY PARENTS. AND I WAS DESPERATELY MORALLY WRONG WITH
ME. I GUESS I DIDN'T KNOW.THEﬁ WHAT I KNOW NOW THAT THEY
WOULD HAVE STOOD BEHIND ME’ANYWAY.

BUT I WAS AFRAID. ,I'VE LIVED ALONE. rTHIS IS A
LONELY, LONELY LIFE AND YOU NEVER HAVE ANY FRIENDS. AND SO;
I HAD BEEN AN EXCHANGE STUDENT IN THE TWELFTH GRADE TO
ECUADOR AND I HAD SPENT SOME CONSIDERABLE TIME OVER THERE
STUDYiNG fHE SAME MEDICINEs AND IT'S MUCH CHEAPER OVER
THERE. SO, I THOUGHT THAT I WOULD SAVE UP ABOUT $2,000 AND

GO TO ECUADOR. I WAS WORKING AT LIZARD'S THICKET IN IRMO

"AND LIVING WITH MY DAD WHILE I WAS GETTING UP THAT MONEY

AND IT WAS AT THAT TIME THAT I MET THE VICTIMS IN THIS
CASE. AND I REALLY, HONEST TO GOD, I JUST WANTED TO BE':

THEIR FRIEND. I THOUGHT THAT I WAS STRONG ENOUGH TO HANDLE

CIT,

3

I TOLD YOU IT'S A LONELY LIFE AND THEY WERE

‘REALLY THE FIRST FRIENDS THAT I HAD EVER HAD AND WE RODE

BIKES TOGETHER AND WE WOULD SHOOT FIRECRACKERS AND PLAY

YU-GI-OH! CARDS AND’NfNTENDO AND WATCH BASEBALL AND BUILD

FORTS IN THE WOODS AND IT WAS JUST —— IT WAS THE MOST

WONDERFUL FOUR MONTHS OF MY LIFE. BUT I WASN'T STRONG

“ENOUGH TO ‘FIGHT OFF WHAT I ‘THOUGHT I WAS AND I DID MESS UP.

BUT, PLEASE, PLEASE, UNDERSTAND THAT I MEANT NO HARM TO
THESE CHILDREN. * I KNOW I HURT THEM. I KNOW I DID, BUT I .

SWEAR BEFORE GOD ALMIGHTY THAT IF I HAD KNOWN THAT THEY

ROBBIE KOON DeFREESE, CIRCUIT COURT REPORTER .
‘f142 GEORGE ADDY ROAD, LITTLE MOUNTAIN, SC 29075 -
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ZJ
WERE GOING TO BE HURT, I WOULD HAVE SLIT MY THROAT BEFORE 1

- TOUCHED THEM.

MS. MOBLEY: YOUR HONOR, IF I MAY.

JUST FOR YOUR HONOR'S INFORMATION, I WANT TO
BRING TO THE COURT'S ATTENTION THAT THIS —— THAT BRANDON
HAS BEEN TALKING ABOUT CHEMICAL CASTRATION BECAUSE I
REMEMBER SPEAKING ABOUT IT WITH DEBRA AHRENS BACK WHEN SHE

FIRST GOT THE CASE. - THIS IS NOT SOMETHING NEW HE HAS COME

UP SIMPLY FOR THIS PROCEEDING, YOUR HONOR. HE HAS BEEN

EXPLORING THIS AT LENGTH FOR A LONG TIME.

YOUR HONOR, IF THE COURT PLEASES, i WOULD LIKE TO
ALSO ALLOW A BRIEF PERIOD OF TIME FOR HIS PARENTS TO SPEAK
IF YOUR HONOR WILL ALILOW IT.

THE COURT: I'LL BE GLAD TO HEAR FROM THEM.

MS. MOBLEY: THANK YOU.

MR. JONES: I'M BRANDON'S —— I'M BRANDON'S
FATHER; AND I JUST WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT BRANDON IS VERY
LOVED. IF WE HAD KNOWN THAT HE HAD A PROBLEM, WE WOULD
HAVE STOOD BEHIND HIM AND HELPED HIM IN ANY WAY. HE HAS
THE SUPPORT OF HIS FAMILY AND MANY FRIENDS, A LOT OF THEM
WHO COULDN'T BE HERE TODAY BECAUSE THE DATE WAS CHANGED.

HE RECOGNIZED HIS PROBLEM, BUT, IN ORDER NOT TO
HURT ME AND HIS MOTHER, HE OPTED TO TRY AND DO IT ALONE AND
HE FAILED. AND —— BUT HE DOES HAVE US BY HIS SIDE NOW.

ONCE HE LOST THAT BATTLE AND WE FOUND OUT ABOUT

ROBBIE KOON DeFREESE, CIRCUIT COURT REPORTER
142 GEORGE ADDY ROAD, LITTLE MOUNTAIN, SC 29075
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iT, WEiWERE EEVASTATED ALSO. AND WE APOLOGIZE TO THE
MILLERS AND THE SPEARES FOR ANYTHING THAT WE MIGHT HAVE
MISSED AS BRANDON.WAS GROWING UP. |

1 ‘WE HAVE LOCATED A PROGRAM AND YOU HAVE-THEl
LETTERS IN'FRONE OF YOU THAT HAS IMPECCABLE CREDENTIALS AND
AtVERY IMPRESSIVE SUCCESS RATE.

SHOULD THE COURT DECIDE ?HAT REHABILITATION

EFEdRTS ARE. AS IMPORTANT AS A PUNITIYE.SENTENCE, WE ASK
THAT BRANDONfBE ALLOWED TO EARTICIPATE‘IN THE LIGHTHOUSE
PROGRAM AFTER HIS PUNITIVE SENTENCE. EIS.MOTHER_AND I WILL

COVER THE EXPENSES OF THE PROGRAM; AND, AS YOU WILL SEE IN

"THE: LETTERS UP THERE, THEY WILL NOTIFY THE COURT OF ANY

PRbBLEMS WHATSOEVER WITH BRANDON. AND WE BEG THE COURT'S "

“MERCY ON OUR SON.

MS. CRUMP: YOUR HONOR, I'M PATRICIA CRUMP AND
I'M BRANDON'S MOTHER.
I FIRST WANT TO SAY TO THE MILLERS AND THE

SPEARES THAT I AM'SO_INCREDIBLY, INCREDIBLY SORRY. I HAD

"NO IDEA. I HAVE WEPT MANY, MANY, MANY TEARS FOR THEIR

FAMILIES AND FOR THEIR CHILDEEN AND FOR .THE OTHER PEOPLE -
BESIDES OUR FAMILY THAT HAVE BEEN HURT‘BY THIS. IT'S BEEN
A NIGHTMARE. TRULY, WE COULD NOT IMAGINE.

WE KNEW BRANDON WAS DIFFERENT. BRANDON WAS
ALWAYS IMMATURE. HE REPEATED KINDERGARTEN, NOT BECAUSE OF

ACADEMICS, HE SCORED VERY HIGH ON FIRST-GRADE READINESS.

ROBBIE KOON DeFREESE, CIRCUIT COURT REPORTER
142 GEORGE ADDY ROAD, LITTLE MOUNTAIN, SC 29075
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HE REPEATED KINDERGARTEN BECAUSE HE WAS NOT EMbTIONALLY OR
SOCIALLY THERE AND HE CONTINUED TO ——- THE PEOPLE AROUND HIM
CONTINUED TO GROW OLDER AND HE DIDN'T.

IF WE HAD KNOWN, WE WOULD HAVE DONE ANYTHING THAT
-IT TOOK TO GET HIM THE HELP.

I WANT YOU TO KNOW ABOUT BRANDON.THAT HE WAS ONCE
SOMERODY'S LITTLE BABY. HE WAS OURS. WE BROUGHT HIM HOME
FROM THE HOSPITAL AND WE LOVED HIM AND WE DID THE VERY,
VERY BEST THAT WE COULD AND WE MADE A LOT OF MISTAKES. AND
WE'RE SO SORRY TO BRANDON FOR ALL THE MISTAKES THAT WE
MADE. WE STILL DID THE BEST THAT WE COULD.

I WANT YOU TO UNDERSTAND ABOUT BRANDON THAT —— I
KNOW THIS IS A TERRIBLE, TERRIBLE, TERRIBLE SICKNESS AND HE
DID NOT WANT IT. HE DID PLEAD, I'M SURE, MANY TIMES WITH
GOD TO TAKE IT AWAY FROM HIM. I WANT YOU TO UNDERSTAND
THAT BRANDON IS THE KIND OF PERSON THAT ONCE HE GETS
SOMETHING, BRANDON IS A TEACHER AND A LEADER IN THAT TYPE
OF THING. I BELIEVE THAT THROUGH LIGHTHOUSE MINISTRIES AND
THEY HAVE A HIGH RATE OF SUCCESS WITH MEN WITH —— THIS
FALLS UNDER THE CATEGORY OF COURSE OF SEXUAL ADDICTION —-
AND I BELIEVE THAT THEY CAN HELP HIM. THEY ALso OFFER
STATE COUNSELING FOR —— AND WE ARE MORE THAN WILLING TO PAY
FOR THAT IN ADDITION TO EVERYTHING ELSE. BUT, I BELIEVE,
THAT PEOPLE LIKE BRANDON ARE THE ONLY PEOPLE THAT CAN HELP

PEOPLE LIKE BRANDON AND OUR SOCIETY HAS A LOT OF PROBLEMS

ROBBIE KOON DeFREESE, CIRCUIT COURT REPORTER
142 GEORGE ADDY ROAD, LITTLE MOUNTAIN, SC 29075
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WITH’THIS. AND BRANDON COULD MAKE A DIFFERENCE FOR PEOPLE

. IN THE FUTURE IF HE'S.ALLOWED-TO‘GO TO A FACILITY WHERE HE

CANyBE HELPED. THE LIGHTHOUSE WILL KEEP HIM AS LONG AS
YOUR HONOR WOULD SAY FOR THEM TO DO SO. ‘THEY WILL KEEP HIM
AND HE COULD CONTINUE TO REPEATVTHEIR PRCGRAM.

OUR PRISON SYSTEM DOES NOT TURN OUT GENERALLY
ﬁODEL CITIZENS. ALIGHTHOUSE HAS A HIGHER SUCCESS RATE OF
DOING THAT. |

I PLEAD YOUR MERCY; I PLEAD WITH YOU TO PLEASE

" GIVE BRANDON THIS OPPORTUNITY.

" THE LIGHTHOUSE DIRECTOR SAYS THAT THEY HAVE
SHIPPED PEOPLE BACK TO THEIR STATE IF THEY RESIST TREATMENT
OR-THEY ARE UNCOOPERATIVE IN ANY WAY, ‘SHAPE, OR FORM. THEY

" SHTP THEM RIGHT BACK TO THE STATE WHERE THEY CAME FROM TO
SERVE THEIR TIME. I PLEAD WITH YOU. WE LOVE BRANDON SO
MUCH AND WE BELIEVE THAT HE CAN BE A LEADER IN A GOOD
DIRECTION.

HE WAS —- HE RECEIVED THE PALMETTO FELLOW
SCHOLARSHIé. HE WAS A NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLAR AND HE ALSO
ﬁoT A:SCHOLARSHIP'FROM CLEMSON, AND RECEIVED AN INVITATION
TO’THE-HONOR‘SZPROGRAM THERE. WITH HIS FIRST YEAR OF
5COLLEGE,.HIS ONLY YEAR, HE WAS GRANTED $6700 — $8700 IN
SCHOLARSHIP MONEY. BRANDON IS INTELLIGENT AND I-BELIEVE
THAT HE COULD DO SOMETHING TO HELP OUR WORLD, OUR COUNTRY,

AND OUR;SOCIETY IF HE'S ALLOWED TO BE HELPED FIRST.

ROBBIE KOON DeFREESE, CIRCUIT COURT REPORTER
142 GEORGE ADDY ROAD, LITTLE MOUNTAIN, SC 29075
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PLEASE. THANK YOU.

MS. MOBLEY: THANK YOU, YOUR HONOR, FOR HEARING
THEM AND JUST VERY BRIEFLY.

BRANDON, IN SENTENCING, WE WOULD ASK THAT YOU
TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION THAT HE HAS ABSOLUTELY NO PRIOR
RECORD. WE WOULD ASK THAT YOU TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION THAT
HE WAS ATTEMPTING TO BE A CITIZEN, TO GO TO SCHOOL, TO
WORK, WHAT HAVE YOU. AND HE HAS A PROBLEM AND HE KNOWS
THAT AND HE WANTS HELP.

SO WE'RE RESPECTFULLY REQUESTING THAT THE COURT
_— HE UNDERSTANDS THAT HE HAS TO PAY FOR WHAT HE DID ——
WE'RE RESPECTFULLY REQUESTING THAT THE COURT CONSIDER AN
ACTIVE SENTENCE SOMEWHERE IN THE RANGE OF THREE TO FIVE
YEARS, FOLLOWED BY SOME SORT OF SUPERVISED RELEASE, EITHER
ORDERED INTO THE LIGHTHOUSE PROGRAM OR SOME OTHER FORM OF
COUNSELING.

I DISCUSSED WITH HIM THE FACT THAT HE WILL BE
EVALUATED FOR THE SEXUALLY VIOLENT PREDATOR PROGRAM AND
THAT IS AN OPTION THAT THE STATE HAS TO COME AFTER HIM
CIVILLY FOR THAT PROGRAM; AND, I BELIEVE, UNDER THE
STATUTE, THAT IS MANDATORY THAT HE BE EVALUATED FOR THAT.
BUT, I BELIEVE, THAT BRANDON IS RECEPTIVE TO ANY HELP THAT
HE MAY BE GIVEN AND WITH THAT IN MIND, YOUR HONOR, WE WOULD
ASK THAT YOU CONSIDER THAT WHILE HANDING DOWN A SENTENCE.

THANK YOU.

ROBBIE KOON DeFREESE, CIRCUIT COURT REPORTER
142 GEORGE ADDY ROAD, LITTLE MOUNTAIN, SC 29075
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THE COURT: THANK fQU.

THE'SOLICITOR: YOUR HONOR, IF IT PLEASE THE
COURT.

EVERYONE IN THIS COURTROOM IS A VICTIM BASED ON
WHAT HAPPENED IN THIS CASE, BUT THE THREE VICTIMS THAT WERE
ABUSED BY THE DEFENDANT ARE NOT HERE, YOUR HONOR. IT WAS
TﬁREE:CHILDREN THAT ABE.NOT HERE TO SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES .

YOUR HONOR, SENTENCING IN THIS CASE GOES TO
PUNISH THE DEFENDANT. IT ALSO CAN BE USED AS A DETERRENT;
AND, IN .THEIR OWN WORDS, THAT PROGRAM HAS A HIGH SUCCESS
RATE. IT DOESN'T HAVE A PERFECT SUCCESS RATE; IT DOESN'T
HAVE A 100 PERCENT SUCCESS RATE.

WE ASK THAT THIS DEFENDANT BE LOCKED UP FOR AS
LONG AS POSSIBLE SO THAT THESE CHILDREN CAN SLEEP AT NIGHT
KNOWING THAT HE'S BEHIND BARS.

THANK YOU, YOUR HONOR.

THE COURT: LET ME TELL YOU ONE OF THE THINGS
THAT' CONCERNS ME MOST ABOUT THIS OTHER THAN THE OBVqus. Is
LEAVING AND GOING TO ECUADOR AT A CRUCIAL MOMENT. HIS
EXPLANATION WAS THAT I WAS GOING THERE TO SEEK DEPO-
PROVERA AND I WAS GOING TO COME BACK WHEN I GOT IT.

BUT WHILE THERE, HIS VISA EXPIRED, THERE WAS NO
MONEY TO BUY A TICKET TO' RETURN HOME. THAT WAS HIS
EXPLANATION.

THE CONCERN THAT THE PARENTS HAVE AND THE CONCERN

ROBBIE KOON DeFREESE, CIRCUIT COURT REPORTER
142 GEORGE ADDY ROAD, LITTLE MOUNTAIN, SC 29075
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' THAT THE COURT HAS THAT HE HAD NO INTENTION TO COME BACK TO

THIS COUNTRY. HE RECOGNIZED THAT —— AND WHAT HE SAID HE
TOLD THE YOUNG BOY THAT IF THEY TOLD, THAT HE WbULD BE IN
DEEP TROUBLE. AND HE RECOGNIZE THAT FACT. HE KNEW THAT
FACT.

THIS IS AS SERIOUS AS THIS TYPE OF CRIME GETS.
THE UNFORTUNATE PART AND THE REAL UNFORTUNATE ASPECT OF
THIS PARTICULAR CASE IS THAT THE DEFENDANT IN THIS CASE IS
A VERY INTELLIGENT PERSON, A MERIT SCHOLARSHIP FINALIST, A
VERY INTELLIGENT PERSON, BILINGUAL, AND IT'S SUCH A WASTE
OF INTELLIGENCE. |

THE SENTENCE OF THE COURT IN THIS MATTER IS AS
FOLLOWS —— AND I AM CONSIDERING HIS AGE AND THE THINGS YOQU
MENTIONED, MA'AM; ALSO CONSIDERING THE THREE YOUNG MEN
INVOLVED HERE.

MS. MOBLEY: YES, SIR.

THE COURT: 1I'M TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION THE
FACT THAT, THAT HE WILL BE, WHEN HE'S RELEASED FROM PRISON,
THAT HE WILL BE SUBJECTED TO THE CRIMINAL SEXUAL VIOLENT

PREDATOR STATUTE AND THAT —— AND THE RAMIFICATIONS OF :THAT

- CIVIL ACTION.

THE SENTENCE OF THE COURT HERE -- AND THEY ARE TO
RUN CONCURRENTLY —- IS THAT YOU BE COMMITTED TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS FOR A PERIOD OF THIRTY (30)

YEARS. THAT'S ON EACH TO RUN CONCURRENTLY.

ROBBIE KOON DeFREESE, CIRCUIT COURT REPORTER
142 GEORGE ADDY ROAD, LITTLE MOUNTAIN, SC 29075
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GOOD LUCK TO YOU.
THE SOLICITOR: THANK YOU, YOUR HONOR.
MS. MOBLEY: THANK YOU, YOUR HONOR.

* % * % *"k *x% k% l. *%x k% * % * % * % * X * %

"ROBBIE KOON DeFREESE, CIRCUIT COURT REPORTER
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )

CERTIFICATE

COUNTY OF RICHLAND )

I, THE UNDERSIGNED ROBBIE KOON DEFREESE, OFFICIAL
COURT REPORTER FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF THE STATE
OF SOUTH CAROLINA, DO HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING IS
A TRUE, ACCURATE, AND COMPLETE TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD OF ALL
THE PROCEEDINGS HAD AND EVIDENCE INTRODUCED IN THE TRIAL OF
THE CAPTIONED CASE, RELATIVE TO APPEAL, IN THE GENERAL‘
SESSIONS COURT FOR RICHLAND COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA, ON THE
15TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2005.

I DO FURTHER.CERTIF¥ THAT I AM NEITHER OF KIN,

COUNSEL NOR INTEREST TO ANY PARTY HERETO.

NOVEMBER 21, 2005

G2 K Ao fsna

ROBBIE KOON DEFREESE
CIRCUIT COURT REPORTER

ROBBIE KOON DeFREESE, CIRCUIT COURT REPORTER
142 GEORGE ADDY ROAD, LITTLE MOUNTAIN, SC 29075
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) *. INDICTMENT
COUNTY OF RICHLAND )

At a Court of General Sessions, convened on December 15, 2004‘the Grand Jurors of

_ Rlchland County present upon thelr oath: .
CRIMINAL SEXUAL CONDUCT WITH A MINOR 157 DEGREE

: That Brandon Jones (DOB: 6/3/83), did in Richland County on or between
September— December 2003 engage in a sexual battery upon Minor 1 (DOB:
- who at the time was less than eleven (11) years of age, and defendant being - .
older than said minor. To wnt performed fellatlo on said victim.. AlI in v10lat|on of SC

Code of Laws § 16-3-655(1) (1976 as amended). |
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) 'INDICTMENT

COUNTY OF RICHLAND)

At a Court of- General Sessrons convened on December 15, 2004 the Grand Jurors of

Rlchland County present upon their oath:

 CRIMINAL SEXUAL CONDUGT WITH A MINOR 1°" DEGREE

AThat Brandon Jones (DOB: 613183), did in Richland County on or between
September — Deceriber 2003 fe'n'Qage in a sexual battery upon Minor 2 (DOB:
‘ - who at the time v'vas I'ess than eleven (1 1) yeare of age, and defendant being

older than said mlnor To wit: performed fellatlo on sand victim. Allin vrolatron of SC
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Rlchland County present upon their oath:
CRIMINAL SEXUAL CONDUCT WITH A MINOR 1ST DEGREE

83), did in Richland County on or between
nMinor 3 (DOB

~That' Brandon Jones (DOB 6/3/

September — December 2003 engage ina sexual battery upo

than eleven (1 1} years of age, and defendant belng

older than sald mlnor “To wit: performed fellatio on said wctxm All in violation of SC

“Code of Laws § 16-3-655(1) (1976 as amended).
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BRANDON JONES, AFTER BEING DULY SWORN,
TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

THE COURT: YOU'RE BRANDON JONES?

THE DEFENDANT: YES, SIR.

THE COURT: YES, MA'AM.

MS. GADDY: YOUR HONOR, MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT.
BRANDON JONES STANDS BEFORE YOU REPRESENTED BY HIS
ATTORNEY, DEBORAH AHRENS, OF THE PUBLIC DEFENDER'S OFFICE;
ERIN GADDY FOR THE STATE.

EACH OF THE VICTIMS' FAMILIES ARE WITH ME, AND I'LL
INTRODUCE THEM AT THE APPROPRIATE TIME. THE DEFENDANT IS

PLEADING GUILTY TO THREE COUNTS OF CRIMINAL SEXUAL CCNDUCT

"WITH A MINOR IN THE FIRST DEGREE, AND THERE ARE NO

NEGOTIATIONS OR RECOMMENDATIONS.
I WILL STATE FOR THE COURT THAT THE DEFENSE HAS

INDICATED TO ME THAT THEY ARE GOING TO REQUEST A

PRE-SENTENCE INVESTIGATION, SO I WILL NEED GUIDANCE EFROM

THE COURT AS TO HOW MUCH OF A FACTUAL BASIS YdU WOULD LIKE
ME TO LAY AT THIS TIME.

THE COURT: WELL, LET ME QUALIFY HIS PLEA FIRST, AND
THEN WE CAN GET AROUND THAT.

MS. GADDY: YES, SIR.

THE COURT: THIS IS BRANDON JONES?

THE DEFENDANT: YES, YOUR HONOR.

THE COURT: MR. JONES, YOU ARE REPRESENTED BY MS.
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AHRENS?
THE DEFENDANT: YES, YOUR HONOR.

THE COURT: ARE YOU SATISFIED WITH HER
REPRESENTATION?
THE DEFENDANT: EXTREMELY.

THE COURT: DO YOU HAVE ANY COMPLAINTS ABOUT HOW SHE

- HAS REPRESENTED YOU?

THE DEFENDANT: = NONE AT ALL.

THE COURT: HOW OLD ARE YOU, SIR?

THE DEFENDANT: TWENTY-TWO, SIR.

THE COURT: YOU'RE. CHARGED IN THESE INDICTMENTS WITH
THREE COUNTS OF CRIMINAL SEXUAL CONDUCT WITH A MINOR IN
THE FIRST DEGREE, AND I'M TOLD YOU WANT TO PLEAD GUILTY TC
THOSE OFFENSES; IS THAT CORRECT?
| THE DEFENDANT: YES, YOUR HONOR.'

THE COURT: NOW, IS ANYONE MAKING YOU PLEAD GUILTY,
MR. JONES? -

THE DEFENDANT: NO, YOUR HONOR.

THE COURT: HAS ANYONE THREATENED YOU, INTIMIDATED
YOU, OR DONE ANYTHING TO YOU TO MAKE YOU FEEL LIKE YOU HAD
TO PLEAD GUILTY OR YOU WERE EXPECTED TO PLEAD GUILTY?

THE DEFENDANT: NO, SIR.

THE COURT: BECAUSE YOU'RE NOT. YOU UNDERSTAND THAT,
DO YOU NOT?

THE DEFENDANT: YES, SIR.
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THE COURT: YOU HAVE A RIGHT TO A TRIAL BY JURY ON
THESE MATTERS. DO YOU KNOW WHAT A TRIAL BY JURY IS?

MS. GADDY: YES, SIR, YOUR HONOR.

THE COURT: THAT'S AN IMPORTANT AND A SUBSTANTIAL
RIGHT THAT YOU HAVE. AT ANY TRIAL THAT YOU WOULD HAVE,
YOU WOULD HAVE ADDITIONAL RIGHTS. YOU WOULD HAVE, FOR
INSTANCE, THE RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. THAT MEANS YOU
DON'T HAVE TO SAY A WORD AT ANY TRIAL THAT YOU WOULD HAVE,
BECAUSE YOU HAVE NOTHING TO PROVE.

THE STATE HAS THE BURDEN TO PROVE YOUR GUILT. TO
PROVE THAT GUILT TO THE JURY BEYOND A REASONABLE DOUBT,
NOW, THAT HAS ‘BEEN DEFINED AS MEANING THAT THEY MUST --
THEY, THE STATE, MUST: PROVE TO THE JURY TO THEIR
SATISFACTION THAT YOU ARE GUILTY BEYOND A REASONABLE
DOUBT; THAT THEY BE FIRMLY CONVINCED OF YOUR GUILT BEFORE
THEY COULD RETURN A GUILTY VERDICT AGAINST YOU.

DURING THAT TRIAL, YOU DON'T HAVE TO SAY A WORD. YOU

_HAVE THE. RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT, AND THE JURY WILL BE TOLD

BY THE JUDGE AND INSTRUCTED THAT THEY CANNOT HOLD YOUR
SILENCE AGAINST YOU.

WHEN I SAY YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT, THAT
GENERALLY CONSTRUES TO ME THAT YOU DON'T HAVE TO TAKE THE
STAND AND EXPLAIN YOURSELF. THE JURY, AS I SAY, WILL BE
TOLD THAT THEY CAN'T HOLD YOUR DECISION NOT TO TAKE THE

STAND OR YOUR DECISION TO REMAIN SILENT AGAINST YOU.
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THAT'S YOUR PREROGATIVE. THAT'S YOUR RIGHT.
FURTHER, THE JURY WILL BE TOLD THAT WHEN THEY RETIRE

TO THEIR JURY ROOM TO DELIBERATE YOUR VERDICT OR

DELIBERATE YOUR GUILT OR INNOCENCE, THAT THEY CAN'T EVEN

BRING THE FACTS OF YOUR SILENCE UP FOR DISCUSSION.

THEY CAN'T SAY WELL, YOU KNOW, MR. JONES DIDN'T TARE
THE STAND. THAT MUST MEAN THAT -- THEY CAN'T EVEN TALK
ABOUT ITATO FURTHER ENSURE THAT YOUR SILENCE WON'T BE HELD
AGAINST YOU. NOW, THAT'S A RIGHT THAT YOU HAVE, AND
THAT'S A SUBSTANTIAL RIGHT.

YOU HAVE A RIGHf TO BE FREE FRO& SELF—INCRIMINAT&ON.’
THAT MEANS SHOULD YOU DECIDE AT ANY TRIAL THAT YOU WCULD
HAVE, .YOU MAY REFUSE TO ANSWER -QUESTIONS ON THE GROUNb

THAT IT MAY TEND TO INCRIMINATE YOU.. YOU DON'T -HAVE TO

' TESTIFY AGAINST -YOURSELF.

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO AN ATTORNEY IF YdU CAN'T AFFORD

ONE. YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO CONFRONT THE PEOPLE OR THE

'PERSONS THAT - ARE ACCUSING YOU.OF THESE CRIMES. YOU HAVE

THE RIGHT TO CROSS-EXAMINE.THE WITNESSES THAT THE STATE
WOULD PUT ON THE STAND IN AN EFFORT TO;CONVICT YOU, Td.
HAVE YOUR ATTORNEY TEST THEIR CREDIBILI&Y BY AéKING THEM
QUESTIONS ON CROSS-EXAMINATION. | |

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO USE THE COURT'S. POWER OF
SUBPOENA TO SUBPOENA WITNESSES THAT YOU THINK WOULD BE

FAVORABLE TO YOU IN THE CASE TO HELP YOU GET YOUR
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WITNESSES HERE TO COURT.

ALL OF THESE RIGHTS THAT I TELL YOU ABOUT IN AND OF
THEMSELVES ARE RATHER SUBSTANTIAL RIGHTS, BUT WHEN THEY
COME ALONG WITH YOUR RIGHT TO A TRIAL BY YOUR PEERS OR A
JURY TRIAL, THAT MAKES THAT RIGHT A VERY IMPORTANT RIGHT
THAT YOU HAVE. IT'S A RIGHT THAT YOU GIVE UP WHEN YOU
PLEAD GUILTY’AS YOU'RE ATTEMPTING TOC DO TODAY. YOU CAN'T
PLEAD GUILTY AND HAVE A TRIAL. DO YOU UNDERSTAND THESE
THINGS I'M TELLING YOU?

THE DEFENDANT: YES, YOUR HONOR.

THE COURT: UNDERSTANDING THESE THINGS, DO YOU STILL
WANT TO GO FORWARD WITH YOUR PLEA?

THE DEFENDANT: YES, YOUR HONOR.

THE COURT: HOW DO YOU PLEAD TO THESE CHARGES OF
CRIMINAL SEXUAL CONDUCT WITH A MINOR IN THE FIRST DEGREE,
MR. JONES?

THE DEFENDANT: GUILTY, YOUR BHONOR.

THE COURT: ARE YOU GUILTY?

THE DEFENDANT: YES.

THE COURT: ARE YOU UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ANY
SUBSTANCE THAT WOULD MAKE YOU NOT UNDERSTAND WHAT YOU'RE
DOiNG?

THE DEFENDANT: NO, YOUR HONOR.

THE COURT: I TAKE IT THEN THAT YOU DO UNDERSTAND

WHAT YOU'RE DOING?
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THE‘DEFENDANT: I DO.

THE .COURT: HOPEFULLY YOU'RE DOING WHAT YOU THINK IS
IN YOUR BEST INTEREST; IS THAT CORRECT?

THE DEFENDANT: YES, YOﬁR HONOR.

THE COURT: VERY WELL. THE COURT WILL ACCEPT

".MR. JONES' PLEA. I FIND HE PLEADS GUILTY -FREELY AND - .
~ VOLUNTARILY, AND HE DOES SO‘AFTER'THEvADVICE AND COUNSEL

. OF AN ATTORNEY HE'S SATISFIED WITH, AND HE'S MADE AN

INFORMED AND A VOLUNTARY DECISION ON EACH OF THESE COUNTS
TO GIVE UP HIS RIGHT TO A JURY TRIAL.AND TENDER HIS PLEA
OF GUILTY, AND THE,COU?T WIL; ACCEPT HIS PLEA.

YES, SIR.' I WANT YOU -- YES, MA'AM, RATHER..- I WANT
YOU TO TELL ME AS:MUCH ABOUT THISAFACTUAL SITUATION AS YOU
THINK THE COdRT‘NEEDS TO KNOW.

MS. GADDY: YES, YOUR HONOR.

YOﬁR HONOR, IN THESE CASES THERE ARE THREE MINOR
VICTIMS. EACH OF THE VICTIMS IS NAMED-IN ONE INDICTMENT

FOR A TIME SPAN FROM SEPTEMBER THROUGH‘DECEMBER‘OF 2003.

TWO OF THE BOYS WITH THE SAME LAST NAME ARE TWIN YOUNG MEN

WHO WERE APPROXIMATEL? TEN YEARS OLD AT THE TIME OF THE
OFFENSE. THEY HAD THEIR BIRTHDAY IN JUNE.
THE OTHER YOUNG MAN IS A FRIEND OF THEIRS, AS WELL.

THE THREE YOUNG MEN WERE TYPICALLY TOGETHER AT THE HOUSE,

'AND HE'S ALSO APPROXIMATELY TEN YEARS OLD AT THE TIME OF

THE OFFENSE. HE'S ACTUALLY TEN-AND-A-HALF. .




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

99

THE ALLEGATIONS IN EACH CASE ARE REPEATED INCIDENTS
OF FONDLING, OF ORAL SEX, AND OF MASTURBATION, BOTH ON THE
CHILDREN AND BY THE CHILDREN ON THE ADULT.

THE CHILDREN IN THIS CASE DISCLOSED -- FIRST, TBHE
YOUNG MAN WHO IS A SINGLE CHILD DISCLOSED TO HIS PARENTS,
AND HE WAS THE ONE WHO INITIALLY OPENED THE INVESTIGATION.

MR. MILLER IS STANDING HERE BESIDE ME. HE IS THE
FATHER OF THE CHiLD NAMED IN THE INDICTMENT. ONCE THAT
WAS BROUGHT TO LIGHT, THEN THE OTHER TWO YOUNG MEN WERE
THEN ALSO INTERVIEWED AND IMMEDIATELY DISCLOSED, AS WELL,
AT THE ASSESSMENT RESOURCE CENTER, WHICH IS A CHILD
ADVOCACY “‘CENTER HERE IN COLUMBIA.

ALL THREE YOUNG,MEN DID GIVE COMPELLING DISCLOSURES
IN THE TERMINOLOGY AT THE ASSESSMENT RESOURCE CENTER. ALL
THREE DISCLOSED THAT IN RETURN FOR THESE SEXUAL ACTS THAT
THEY WERE PAID SMALL AMOUNTS OF MONEY. AT SOME POINT IT'S
$5, $6, $7, THAT KIND OF THING.

THE DEFENDANT, DURING THE INVESTIGATION, LEFT FOR
ECUADOR. 1IN ALL CONDOR WITH THE COURT, THIS WAS A
SCHEDULED TRIP. HE WAS ON AN EXCHANGE PROGRAM. HIS
FATHER --

THE COURT: WHAT KIND OF PROGRAM?

MS. GADDY: I'M SORRY, YOUR HONOR. I DO HAVE THE
NAME HERE.

(PAUSE) .
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THE COURT: I JUST DIDN'T HEAR WHAT YOU SAID.
MS.. GADDY: 1I'M SORRY. IT WAS AN EXéHANGE PROGRAM.

THE COURT: AN EXCHANGE PROGRAM. OKAY. I'M SORRY, I

JUST DIDN'T HEAR WHAT YOU SAID.

MS. GADDY: YES, YOUR HONOR, I'M SORRY... |

THE COURT: LIKE A STUDENT EXCHANGE PROGRAM?

MS. GADDY: . YES, SIR. HE HAD BEEN THERE ONCE BEFORE
APPROXIMATELY THO YEARS BEFORE THIS INCIDENT AND WAS
RETURNING THERE ON A SCHEDULED TRIP.. | |

WHTLE HE WAS AWAY, HIS PARENTS TRIED TO MAKE CONTACT
WITH HIM VIA E-MAIL AND IN FACT, WERE SUCCESSFUL IN
ALERTING HIM THAT THE POLICE WERE LOOKING FOR HIM;. THAT

THE POLICE WANTED HIM TO RETURN.TO THE STATES, AND

" ARRANGING FOR HIM TO ACTUALLY BE TURNED IN WHEN HE

RETURNED TO THE STATES. o SO

THE FIRST OF THOSE ATTEMPTS DID. NOT GO SUCCESSFULLY.
THE DEFENDANT DID NOT GET ON THE PLANE Iﬁ ECUADOR AND DID
NOT RETURN TO THE STATES AS SCHEDULED. AT THAT TIME,
BECAUSE THE PARENTS WERE COOPERATING WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT,
THEY REMOVED HIS FUNDS FROM HIS BANK ACCOUNT, LEFT HIM

WITH JUST ENOUGH, BASICALLY, TO GET BACK TO THE STATES.

. HE STILL DID NOT RETURN.

THEY INITIATED EXTRADITION PAPERS THROUGH "THE U.S.
MARSHAL SERVICE, AND THOSE WERE EVENTUALLY SERVED ON THE

DEFENDANT WHEN HE RETURNED TO THE U.S. I BELIEVE THOSE
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WERE INITIATED IN MIAMI, YOUR HONOR.

THE DEFENDANT IN THIS CASE HAS NEVER ACTUALLY BEEN
INTERVIEWED BY LAW ENFORCEMENT IN THE IRMO AREA. HOWEVER,
HE WAS INTERVIEWED IN CONNECTION WITH ANOTHER CASE IN
NORTH CAROLINA WHERE HE GAVE A FULL AND COMPLETE
CONFESSION TO THE NORTH CAROLINA CHARGES. THAT'S BEEN MY
CONFUSION WITH THIS CASE, YOUR HONOR.

HE HAS, AS WELL, SEEMINGLY ACKNOWLEDGED SOME OF HIS
CONDUCT WITH HIS PARENTS. BOTH HIS MOTHER AND HIS FATHER
HAVE BEEN SUPPORTIVE OF THE DEFENDANT BUT HAVE ALSO BEEN
INTERESTED IN HAVING HIM RECEIVE JUSTICE.

ON HIS PRIOR TRIP TO ECUADOR, AS I MENTIONED, THERE
DOES APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN SOME SORT OF A SEXUAL

RELATIONSHIP WITH A YOUNG MAN THAT DID DEVELOP WHILE HE

WAS IN ECUADOR, SO WE'RE LOOKING AT THE POSSIBILITY OF THE

ECGADORIANS DOING - SOMETHING. HOWEVER, I HAVE BEEN
INFORMED BY DEFENSE COUNSEL THAT IN ECUADOR THE
RELATIONSHIP WOULD HAVE BEEN LEGAL, SO THAT MAY NOT COME
TO FRUITION, BUT THERE ARE AT LEAST TWO OTHER |
JURISDICTIONS WITH THE POSSIBILITY OF CHARGES ON THIS
YOUNG MAN, YOUR HONOR.

THE STATE HAS FELT QUITE STRONGLY ABOUT THIS CASE,
YOUR HONOR, FROM THE VERY BEGINNING. CHIEF BUCK, THE
CHIEF OF IRMO WAS THE INVESTIGATOR ON THE CASE AND THEN

BECAME THE CHIEF OF POLICE. HE IS NEXT DOOR IN JUDGE




58

10

11

12

13

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

12

LLOYD'S CCURTROOM RIGHT NOW PICKING A JURY ON A SHAKEN :
BABY CASE OR HE WOULD BE PRESENT IN THIS COURTROOM. HE
FEELS VERY STRONGLY ABOUT.THIS.CASE, AS DOES SCOTT
FRANKLIN WITH THE IRMO POLICE DEPARTMENT. BOTH OF THEM
WANTED TO BE HERE DURING THIS PLEA AND JUST DUE TO COURT.
SCHEDULING- WAS THE ONLY REASON THEY ARE NOT HERE, BUT - THEY

ARE PRESENT IN THE BUILDING.

YOUR HONOR, THIS DOES INVOLVE TWO SEPARATE FAMILIES.

. THE MILLERS ARE PRESENT, AND THE SPEARS ARE PRESENT'BEHIND

THEM.

THE COURT: I'LL BE GLAD TO HEAR FROM THEM.

MS. GADDY: THANK YOU, YOUR HONOR. I THINK
MR. MILLER HAS A PREPARED A STATEMENT. HE WOULD LIKE TO
ADDRESS THE COURT.

THE COURT: MR. MILLER?

MR. MILLER: THANK YOU, YOUR HONOR. MY NAME IS ALAN
MILLER. I AM THE FATHER OF ONE OF THE VICTIMS AND A GOOD
PRIEND OF THE FAMILY OF BOTH THE VICTIMS.

. SOCIETY DEFINES ITSELF NOT ONLY BY THE LAW, BUT ALSO
BY HOW IT ENFORCES THOSE LAWS. .OUR LAWS ARE ON THE BOOKS
TO PROTECT SOCIETY, AS WELL AS PUNISH THOSE WHO BREAK
THEM.

THIS MAN HAS CHOSEN TO IGNORE NOT, ONLY OUR~LAWS-BUT
THE LAWS OF GOD. HE HAS SEXUALLY ABUSED THE MOST INNOCENT

IN OUR SOCIETY AND THOSE FAMILIES,. AS WELL. THAT WILL
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13

AFFECT THEIR LIVES, AS WELL AS THE LIVES OF THEIR FAMILIES
FOREVER.

GONE IS THE INNOCENCE OF THREE YOUNG BOYS THAT WE
KNOW OF. THERE ARE PROBABLY MORE WE DON'T KNOW OF, BOTH
IN THE STATES AND IN ECUADOR.

IF MR. JONES IS ALLOWED TO GO FREE, THERE WILL BE
MORE VICTIMS, AND IF THE FUTURE TELLS US ANYTHING, IT
TELLS US THAT THIS MAN WILL BECOME MORE AND MORE DANGEROUS
AS HE TRIES TO LIVE OUT HIS SICK FANTASIES.

THE PREDATOR, A PEDOPHILE, CANNOT CHANGE HIS BEHAVIOR
ANY MORE THAN A LEOPARD CAN CHANGE HIS SPOTS. THAT'S WHO
HE IS. NO AMOUNT OF THERAPY CAN CHANGE HIM AND KEEP HIM
FROM VICTIMIéING OTHER INNOCENT BOYS IF HE IS ALLOWED TO
GO FREE.

WHAT HE HAS DONE HAS CAUSED CONTINUOUS PAIN AND FEAR
FOR HIS VICTIMS AND TO THE PARENTS. ALL OF THIS HAS
AFFECTED MY SON, AND IT HAS PLACED FEAR IN HIS HEART. HE
HAS TAKEN AWAY THE TRUST OF ADULTS. HE HAS HAD DIFFICULTY

SLEEPING. HE HAS HAD NIGHTMARES, AND HE IS AFRAID OF

MR. JONES AND OF MR. JONES' FATHER.

THIS HAS AFFECTED MY WIFE. 1IT'S BROKEN HER HEART, AS
WELL AS MINE. IT HAS AFFECTED MY MARRIAGE. I HAVE
COMPASSION FOR THIS YOUNG MAN WHO HAS THROWN AWAY HIS LIFE
LIKE THIS, BUT I HAVE NO COMPASSION FOR A PART OF HIM THAT

WOULD MANIPULATE OTHERS IN ORDER TO SEXUALLY ABUSE THE
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INNOCENT FOR HIS OWN SICK FANTASIES.

I BEG THE COURT TO PUT THIS PREDATORY PEDOPHILE AWAY
FOR AS LONG AS POSSIBLE SO HE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO MOLEST
ANYONE ELSE -~ OR AT LEAST:.WHILE HE'S LOCKED UP.

THANK YOU.

. THE-'COURT: WOULD ANYONE ELSE LIKE TO SPEAK?

(THERE WAS NO RESPONSE) .

MS. GADDY: YOUR HONOR, THIS WILL BE SUFFICIENT.
THANK YOU. |

THE COURT: YES, MA'AM.

MS. AHRENS: THANK YOU, YOUR HONOR.

MR. JONES, WHO STANDS BEFORE YOU, IS 22 YEARS OLD.

‘AT THE TIME OF THESE INCIDENTS, HE WAS 20. HE WAS

ORIGINALLY A CLEMSON UNIVERSITY STUDENT. HE WAS ATTENDING
MIDLANDS TECH FOR A LITTLE WHILE, HE WAS AT THE TIME THIS
ALL OCCURRED. ‘

HIS FATHER IS HERE TODAY INMTHE COURTROOM. MR. JONES
WAS REPRESENTED FORMERLY BY NED LONGSHORE FROM OUR OFFICE.
I REPRESENTED MR. JONES SINCE FEBRUARY OF THIS YEAR, SPENT
QUITE A BIT OF TIME WITH HIM, EXPLAINED TO HIM THAT THE
STATE WAS NOT MAKING‘AN OFFER.

IF HE PLEADED GUILTY, IT WOULD BE STRAIGHT UP TO

CHARGES THAT CARRY .UP TO 30 YEARS. THEY ARE MOST SERIOUS

- OFFENSES. THEY ARE VIOLENT OFFENSES, AND MR. JONES

BASICALLY WOULD NEVER ENTERTAIN THE NOTION OF TAKING THIS
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CASE TO TRIAL, YOUR HONOR. HE HAS ALWAYS TAKEN
RESPONSIBILITY FOR WHAT HE DID. HE HAS ALWAYS
ACKNOWLEDGED THE WRONGFULNESS OF HIS ACTIONS.

PRIOR TO ANY OF THIS TAKING PLACE, MR. JONES WAS
TRYING TO SEEK TREATMENT. HE CONTINUES AND HAS CONTINUED
THROUGHOUT MY REPRESENTATION OF HIM TO WISH TO SEEK‘
TREATMENT, EVEN UNDERSTANDING IT WAS NOT GOING TO AFFECT
HIS SENTENCE.

I HAVE SHARED WITH THE STATE, AND IF I MAY APPROACH,
YOUR HONOR --

THE COURT: YOU MAY.

MS. AHRENS: -- I'D LIKE TO HAND UP TO THE COURT A

" FEW LETTERS FROM FRIENDS OF MR. JONES AND HIS FAMILY, AS

WELL AS THE PROGRAM THAT MR. JONES HAS SOUGHT TO TRY TO
ENTER IN ORDER TO ADDRESS HIS PROBLEM.

I'VE SPOKEN TO MR. JONES ABOUT THIS EXTENSIVELY, AND
HE UNDERSTANDS THAT THE COURT IS NOT GOING TO GIVE HIM A
SENTENCE THAT WOULD HAVE AS A COMPONENT GOING TO THAT
PROGRAM OR ANYTHING TO THAT EFFECT, YOUR HONOR.

I THOUGHT IT WAS IMPORTANT TO PUT ON THE RECORD HIS
ONGOING AND CONTINUING ATTEMPTS TO TRY TO GET HELP FOR HIS
SITUATION. HE IS A YOUNG MAN WHO DOES NOT HAVE A PRIOR
CRIMINAL HISTORY.

I THINK THAT IF HE DOES RECEIVE TREATMENT AT SOME

POINT, HE IS GOING TO BE ABLE TO HAVE A VERY PRODUCTIVE




10

11

12

13

14

15

le

17
18

19

20

21

22
23
24

25

C e 16

LIFE. HE'S A VERY SMART YOUNG. HE'S A VERY CAPABLE YOUNG
MAN, AND THE DEMEANOR YOU SEE IN COURT TODAY IS THE
DEMEANOR HE HAS ALWAYS EXHIBITED.

AT THE APPROPRIATE TIME, HE DOES WISH TO ADDRESS THE
COURT, AND I DON'T KNOW IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO GO AHEAD AND
HEAR FROM HIM AT THIS POINT, YOUR HONOR.-

THE COURT: I'LL BE GLAD TO.

MS. AHRENS: PARDON?

THE COURT: I'LL BE GLAD TO.

MS. AHRENS: THANK YOU, YQURﬂHQNOR;

THE DEFENDANT: YOUR HONOR, I DON'T EVEN KNOW WHERE
TO START. THERE'S SO MANY THINGS THAT I FEEL LIKE I