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(The within matter came before the Court on January
31, 2012) -

THE COURT: At this time' 1 recoénize the State to
call the first case for trial.

SQLICITOR: State callS~Indiétﬁent Ngmber 2611 GS 15
0769; Stéte versus Elizabeth Dinkins, an Indictment for
forgery.

I submit the original which has been :True Billéd, and
a list of proposed witnesses. |

THE COURT: Thank you. All right, ladies and gentle-
ﬁen, you have heard the Solicitor call the case of the
State of South Carolina versus Elizabéfh Dinkiné.‘

Ms. Dinkins is charged under Indictment 2011 GS 15

0769, and she is charged'with the offense of forgery.

Ladies and gentlemen, what is important for you to
understand is this. To: this Indiétment; to this charge,
Ms. Dinkins has pled not guilty, and that plea gf not
guilty places upon the State the burden of proqf.

What I want you to understand about an Indictment, lad-
ies and gentlemen, is an Indictment is simplf a piece of
paper that has on it the formal charges that the State has
brought against an individual.

The charge that is on this Indictment and the language
contained in this.Indictment is in no way evidence -or in

no way proves the charges against the Defendant in this
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case, Ms. Dinkins.

It is simply an allegation the State is making
against a Defendant, but it is in no way proof of those
allegations. | | “

| The bufden of proof rests on the State to prove
guilt be?ond a reasonable doﬁbt. Howe@e#, I am going
to read folyou the allegations‘that are céntained in the
Indictment.. This will give you some understanding of
whaé the;State'élleges Ms. Dinkins has done, and it
states that in Colleton County, South Carolina, on or
about October the 26th of 2011 the Defendanty, Elizabeth

Dinkiné,ﬂwith intent to defraud, falsely did make, forge,

counterfeit or cause to procure, to be falsely made,

forged or counterfeited[ a writing . or did knowingly'utter.

" and publish as true a .forged, false or counterfeited writ-

ing, or did act or assist in aﬁyaof the foregoing; to wit,..
the Deféndant did forge the name of the manager of Title
Max of Hémptoﬁ”on a satisfaction éf title lien to the
Department of Motor Véhicles and did receive the sum of,
and there is no dollar amount that she received. .
The_allegation is that she signed a satisfaction of

title and signed someone else's name. That is the alle-~

. gation against Ms. Dinkins, and, as I said, ladies and

gentlemen, to that allegation she has pled not guilty.

Now, that is not a terrible amount of information,
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but based on what I've just shared with you, is there any
member of the jury panel who knows anything about thié
case? If so, please stand.

(No response from jurors)

Thank you, there are none.

I'm going‘to gét'the attorneys to introduce themselves
to ?ou. From the Staﬁe, Mr. Knight? |

SOLICITOR: ' Thank you, Your Honor. 1I'm Steven Knighﬁ.'
I'm Assistant Solicitor here in éolleton County.

THE COURT: Thank you, sir.

Ladies and geritlemen, is there any mémber‘of the jury
panel who is related by blood; connected by marfiage,
or has any close business or pérsonal relationship with,

or who has been in the past represented:by Mr. Knight?

- If so, please stand.

(No response from jurors)

Thank»you, there are none.

Mr. Matthews, if you would introduce your table?

MR. MATTHEWS: Dave Matthews, I'm the Public Defender(_
and this is Elizabeth Dinkins. She lives in Sumter. |

THE COURT: Thank you very much. Is there any member
of the jury panel who is related by blood or connected. by
mariage, or haé any close business or personal relation-
ship with, or who has been represented by Mr. Dave

Matthews? If so, please stand.
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MR. MATTHEWS: Ms. Dinkins is from Ridgeland. I'm
sorry. |

(No response from jurérs)

THE COURT: Thank you, there are none.

You met Ms. Dinkins. 1Is there any member of the
jury panél who is related by blood’or connected by mar-
riage, or has any cidse business or persohai relatibnship
with Ms. Dinkins? If so, please stand. Elizabeth Dinkins.

(No reéponse) |

Thank you, there are none. -

Ladies and gentlemen,‘l‘m going to call out some names,

and these are folks that are listed as potential witnesses

in this case.  -They may or may not testify during the
course of this trial.

The queétion I'm gbiné.to ask you is the same ques-
tion I just asked you in regards to Ms. Dinkins. If you
are rélated'ﬁy blqod, connected by mérriage, or ﬁave any
close business or professional relatinship with any of
these folks who I'm going té céll.

There aren't that many but there are a few nameé I

am going to call here, and .if you hear a name and that

‘question applies .to that individual,,pleasé stand imme-

diately.
Now, after you stand and I'm still calling out names

just please listen carefully because it may be that you
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know more than one individual on this list.

If any of these'witnésses are in Court, I would also
ask that you stand when I call yéur name, and I apologize:
if anybody's name is mis—pronouncéd. '

| Laufie Minus; Leroy“Dinkins; Syreker Smart; Elbert
Sweat; Taﬁika White; Jason Chapman. ‘

(Jurors standing)‘

THE COURT: Okay, let me begin -- we'll start here.

JUROR 14: Bert Sweat -= Jason'Chapmaﬁ.

THE COURT: AAre you related?

JUROR 14: I just know them from work.

THE COURT: The fact that you know those two -potential

‘witnesses, if they were to testify in this case, wculd that

in any way affect your ability to be fair and impartial,
giving both the State and the Defendant'a fair trial?

JUROR 14: NQ, Your Honor, it would not.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Ybur name? |

JUROR 121: Joy Lyle, 121.

THE COURT: Ms. Lyle, who on that list did you know?

JUROR: Elbert Sweat -- Jason Chapman also.

THE COURT: Are you relafed to either one of those
folks?

JUROR 121: No, sir.

THE COURT: If either one of those folks were to
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testify dufing the course of this trial, would that in

any way -- would the relationship you have with those folks
-— would tﬁatiin anyrway affect your ability to be fair

and impartial? |

 JUROR 121: No, sir.

‘THE COURT: Thank you very much.
Ahyone eisé? A |

(No further response from jurors)

Ladies and gentlemen, is there any member of the

“jury panel who is a contribqtbr.éither through money or

through volunteering your time to any organizations such
aé Mothers Against Drunk Drivers, Students Against Drunk
Drivers, MADD and SADD, Citizens Against Violence,.CAVE;
the Fraternal Order pf'Pélice, South Carolina,Tréopers
Association -- any of those types of organiéations?

Is there any member of the jury panel who is a con-

.tributor either financially or with your time in volunteer-

ing to any of those organizations? If so, please stand.

(No response from jurors)

Thank you, there ére none. e

Ladies and gentlemen -- is there someone standing?

JUROR 189::(1 had my license taken.

THE COURT: Go aheaa.”

JUROR 189: I got my license taken éway from me, so
it's getting kind of.hard for me, the transportation.

10
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THE COURT: I can help you with that. I can send a
deputy to pick you.up in the morning and someone to take
you home in the afternoon.

Thank you, sir.

Ladies and gentlemen, there are any number of ques-

tions I could ask you, but the interest that we have, the

Court has, is that we impanel a ‘jury that can be fair and

impartial, giving both the State anddthe Defense a fair
trial.

As I said, I could ask a hundred questions to try to
figure out if you all can do that and still not hit on the
one’ thing that;somedne may have an issue with.

- S0 let me ask this as sort of é catch-all guestion.

The purpose and the reason weAask questions of a jury
paﬁel is, as I said, to select a jury that can be fair and
impartial, listeﬁ to the evidence, forget anything YOu
may have heard outside the Court and base your decision
solely on the evidence that is presented during the trial.

Is there any member of the -jury panel who knows of
any reason why you would not be able to sit as a fair and
impartial Jjuror? “If so, please stand.

(No response)

Thank you, there are none.

Are there any édditional questions orlfprther ques-
tions from the State?

11
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SOLICITOR: No fufther questions from the State.
THE COURT: TFrom the Defense? |

MR. MATTHEWS: ©Nothing further.

(Whereupon, a jury was drawn as follows:

Juror 189, Dishawn Way, seated

- Juror 87, Paul Hérju, excused by Defense -

Juror 112, Patrick Kittrell, excused by State
Jurof 16, Joann Bostic, seated

Juror 136, Sonya Munion, seated
Jurdr.Z,_Edgar Akins, excused by State

Juror 59, Shirley Driggers, excused by Defgnse
Juror 121, Joy Lyle, excused by.Defense
Juror 64, Hubert Erwin, Juniér, seated

Juror 12, John Bennett, excused by Defense
Juror 7, Chelsey Barr, seétea

Juror 148, Lori Polk, excused byADefense
Juror 48, Linda Cummings, excused by Defense
Juror 22, Teresa Brooks, seated

Juror 134, jefome Mosley, seated

Juror 10, Anthony Beach, ‘excused by Defense
Juror 36, Gregory Cannon, seated

Juror Gabriele Livingston, excused by'State

Juror 14, Holly Benton,. excused by Defense

- Juror 93, Richard Henderson, seated

Juror 129, James McMillan, seated
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Juror 190, Kevin Wicker, excused by‘Defeﬁse
Juror 25, Loxie Brown, excused by Defense
Juror 15, William Blanton, seated

Juror 137, Brian Nash, seated)

(Alternate Juror selected was Number 116, Dustin

Lemacks)

13

- THE COURT: All right, are there any motions.regarding

'

jury seléctién? |

SOLICITOR: None from the State.

THE COURT: Any motions from the"Defense regarding
jury selection? o | »

MR. MATTHEWS: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen, let me get those of

~you who rare in the jury box at this point -- take them

back into their jury room, please.-
" (Selécted jurors excused to jury room)
THE‘COURT: Ladies and éentleﬁen, I have to take up
this motion befofe We go any furthef. I'm going to
ask you to please follow the bailiff, and we'll be either
with you shortly or send you downstairs with the jury
again.

(Jurors not selected excused from Couftroom)

THE COURT: ALl right, Mr. Matthews. I'll be happy
tqihear from you.

MR. MATTHEWS: Thank you, Your Honor. 1I'd make a

13
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Batson Motion. I'd ask that you remember -- on our list
of those jurors called, the State used three strikes, one
a black maie. A black male was one of them, and I would
make a motion to ask him to explain why . .
THE COURT: I'd ask you all to step up here real
quick. : . '
N ;fDiscussion at ﬁhe bénch'between couﬁsel and the

Court és”foilows:

SOLICITOR: Juror 2 was previoﬁsly charged with crim-

~inal sexual cohduct in the second degree. I don't know if

‘ény of the officers involved in this case could have made

the arrest. I don't have the information,:and‘that is why
Ilstruck him. | |

Number 2 I also diémissed becauég of the récords.

MR. MA?THEWS: I'd -like to see phe records.

THE COURT: - QI find there was no bias} énd,the'?eason
given by the étaﬁé was racialIy gender;neutral. VThefeforé,
I think the State has met their bprden under Batsdn; |

Anything else?

~MR. MATTHEWS: No, sir.

THE COURT: Anything further with regard to jury
selection? | . '

MR. MATTHEWS: No, sir.

SOLICITOR: No, sir.

14
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THE COURT: I thought I would have to take-uﬁ'a mo-
tion that might havé an effect on the jury selection process
in this case, but it does not, so everything is good.

The panel that we selected is in place.

(Jurors not selected for the trial of'the within
case was excused by the Court)

(Jury panel.selected for the trial bfought into the
Courtroom) |

THE COﬂRT{ .Ladies and gentlemen, I'm going to give
you some inétructions because I'm about to lef you go, and
we're going to start this case first thing'in the morning.

I'm going to send you home with some instructions. We

- “are going to let you knock off early today. .

Ladies ‘and gentlemen, as I told you when we had the
wholé panel here, your job as a jury is to listen to the
facts and evidence:that is presénted and to base your
décision in this case solely on the facts ‘and evidence in
the course of the trial.

When you areé not in Court, it is very important that
you do not have conversation with anyone about the case,
and the reason for that is that is simple. For example,
when you leave here today, someone, a friend or family-
member -- someone 1s going to be curious -- well, did you
get selected to be on a jury? You can tell them, yeah,
I'm on a jury; I've got to be back in the morniné.

15
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Of course, the next question, they're going to want
to know what kind of case is it or who's involved.

Saying something as innocent as, it's a forgery case,
or it involves Ms. Dinkins -~ saying something-as'inno—
ceht as that may elicit a response that may somehow affect
your abiiity to be fair and impartial.

So what I ask jﬁrors to do is, you cén tell your fam-
ily members br friends or loved ones or whoever that you

are on a case and you're going'to'have to be back here

tomorrow but, again, they are going to be curious, and-

what you tell them is .this, listen, the Judge says I can't
télk about it; I can't even tell y§u what this éase'is
apéut; can't even .tell you the charge. All I can tell you
is that when it'é over I'll tell you eyerythiné.

Once the case is over, you can share.With‘anyoﬁe'
whatever you want to share, but it is important that until
that time you have no conversation with aﬂyone,about-this

case.

'You are going to be placed under oath to try the case

and decide the case based on the evidence that appears in

~ this Courtroom.

Now, having said that, I don't anticipate there will
be anything in the newspaper or on television; you need
to not read it or turn that off. Radio, anything. Like I
said, I don't anticipate there will be, but if there is

16
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please don't read, don't look at, don't listen to any-

thing. Protect your ability to remain fair and impartial

because if you were sitting in that same chair yQu would

want the jury on your case to do the exact same thing,

to judge the case solely on the evidence in the Céurtroom.
Okay, so please'do that for me. When I say do not

discuss the case, that includes amongst yourselvés. Séme—

times jurors look at me like, why“f— I thought weVWere sup-

posed to deliberate and talk about it. Well, you are, but

nof‘until all of the evidence is in, the lawyérs have had
an opportunity to address you with theirfclosing remarks
and I Ha?e given you>the law.

Ohly‘after you héve all these things is it time for
you to discuss it. So wheﬁ you come_baék tomorrow and
throughout the trial'while you are here, there will be
Limes you will be back in the jury room, things like that.
Don't even talk to each, other about the case. T;lk about
anything you want; talk about the weather} sports, what-
ever, American Idol, if that's what you're into. Just
don't galk about this case until you get thé case for de-
liberations.

So having said that, ladies and geﬁtlemen, I want to

" thank you again for yourAservice. We're going to start .

at nine thirty, and if you would be here in your jury
room. When you come to the Courthouse, go straight to

17
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your. jury room.

All right, if you'll dec that for me and get here so

‘that when nine_thirty rolls around you will be ready to

.go.

Thank yoﬁ, ladies and gentlemen. We'll see you back
here tom&rrow morning'at nine thirty.

(Jury excused ffom Courtroom)

THE COURT: Okay, ladies and gentlemeg, as I told the

members of the jury, we'll start at nine thirty in the

.morning. Let me ask the attorneys first, are there any

pre-trial matters we need to take up?
' SOLICITOR: None from the State,‘You# Honor.
MR. MATTHEWS: I can't :thi'nk of any.
THE COURT: If you have any Exhibits that you intend

to use, could you at léast pre-mark those at this point

for identification purposes.

(Court stoodain recess until February 1, 2012)

THE COURT: Pleage have a seat. fhank:yOu.

All right, everybody ready to get started here? Is.
the State ready to pfoceed? |

SOLICITOR: AYeS, sir.

THE COURT: Defense ready?

MR. MATTHEWS: Yes, sir.

"THE COURT: 1Is there anything we need to take up

or.aadress before we bfing the jury out?

18
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SOLICITOR: Nothing from the State, Your Honér.

THE COURT: Anything from the Defense?

MR. MATTHEWS: No, sir. |

THE COURT: If anything comes up, you can bring it
to‘my attention. i

Let's go ahead and bring the jury in, please.

| (Jury returned té Courtroom) -

THE COURT: ‘Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. I
hope everybne had'a good evening and are ready to go to
work this morning |

Before I get started with my opehing remarks} let me
mention.something to you regarding where you are in the
jury box here. There are no assigned seats in the jury
box except for two, and that would be the seat for the
Foreperson énd the seat for the Alternate. Other than
that, please feel free to git wherever you are comfortable
sitting.

We tend to be creatures of habit. My wife and I have
been attending the same church about thirteen years, and,
of course,~there is no assigned seating in church, but if
we walk in and somecne is sitting in our seat we look
around like we're lost, and we're not.lostf‘we just need
to grab a seat.

There is no assigned seating in the jury box except

for the two I told you about, and later on I will deal with

19
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the Forepersoﬁ issue and get a Foreperson in place.
Like I said, feel free to flow in and out as is most

comfortable for you. Don't think you have to sit where

_.you are right. now Some peopie may take a hankering to

where they're at and don't want tO'move; and if you like
the place you're sitfing;and don't want to give it up-

fhat'é fine too. I'm not going to force you to do any-

thing but I‘just want you to know as yOu.come in and out
to sit where you are comfortable sitting.

Lédies and geﬁtlemen, we are now about to begin the
trial of the casé of the State of South Carolina versus
Elizabeth Dinkins.

Befofe we begin this trial}}I want to tell yéu tha£
this trial more tﬁan likely is goiné to be very different
from what you may have expecfed if you have. never sat
in on a real ﬁrial...

Most peoples' experience with regards to jury trials
is what they've read in books or what tﬁey've seen on tel-
evision. Thosé trials are always full of. high drama an&

tense action and riviting circumstances because they are

there to entertain you.

’ While any number of those things may occur during’
the course of a trial, I have no idea what is going to
occur, but what I want you to understand and know is that
this trial is not for your entertainment.
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This trial is a fundamental part of our democracy.
It.is a search for the truth in an effort to make sure
justice’ is aone between the parties before the Court.

Searching for the truth and making sure justice is
déne oftentimés can be slow, deliberate, sometime; repe-
titive. 'In othér words, very different from what you
haQeiseen or'éXpériehced?on television, mbvies or in books.

This Céurtroom is a place of honor that is dedicated

to the protection and the preservation of citizens' rights

, through what many have called the greatest justice system

ever created.

The attorneys who»appear before you during the case

are advocates for the parties they represent, but, first

aﬁd:foremést; they are officers of the Court, swérn to
uphold'the’integrity and . fairness of our judiéial system
and help you in a search  for the truth.

You should expect them to be professional, competent
and eﬁhicai in the perfﬁrmancé'of their duties. A

Now, in just a moment you are going to take an oath

to try this case and to reach a fair and a just verdict.

You are also expected to be prbfeésional, reasonable and
ethical ih fhé pérformance of your duties. I have no.
doubt you will do just that, and I want to thank you again
for your service to Colleton County and to the State of .
South Carolina. | |
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Now, before we go any further, I'm going to ask Madam

Clerk to place you under oath.

(Whereupon, jury was sworn by the Clerk for the trial

" of this case)

THE_COURT: "Ladies and gentlemen, what I'm going to
say to you now is intended to serve as an introduction to
the trial of this casé, These- remarks are not a charge

on the law. I will instruct you on the- law that is appli-

cable to tﬁis case ét,the.end ofithe)trial before you

cénsider your vérdicty befofeqYOu-deliberate.{

Whatxl'm going to go over with yoﬁ no&xis simpl§ an
explanaﬁion of the .procedures that‘wejre going to follow_
aé we go through this case,nsé yod may better understand
what's'happeﬁihg as we goitﬁrough thevcase;
| The Defendént‘in this case, Ms. Dinkins, is charged
by the Indictment Wh;chiwas filed'with this Court with
the crime of forgéry.~ | |

The elements‘of<ﬁhat qrime will be explained to you

later when I charge you on the law. What I said to you on

“yesterday I'm going to go over with you again, and that is

" this. The Indictment in this case is simply the charge

i
which brings this case .into Court. It is not in any sense

evidence of any of the allegations contained in this Indict-
ment.
The Defendant has pled not guilty to this Indictmest;,
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and the State therefore has the burden of proving each of
the elements of the Indictment beyond a reasonable doubt.

It is going to be yourvduty, ladies and-gentlemen;'
to décide whether the State has met that burden. Your pur-
pose as jurors is to find and determine the facts of the
case.

You, ladies and gentlemen, are the sole judges of the
facts in £his case. If at any time I make a comment re-
garding the facts, you must disregard those comments.

You are to determine the facts and the testimony you
hear and any other evidence that is présenﬁéd during‘the
trial -of this case. |

It is going to be up‘éo you to determine what infe;-
enées you feel may properly be ‘drawn from the evidence.

It is especially importaﬁt‘that ydu,perform your duty of
detefminiﬁg the evidence diligently and conscientiously
because ordinarily there is not any mechanism -- there

is no way we can correct an erroneous determination of

‘facts by a jury.

Now, on the othe? hand, but wifh equal emphasis, the -
same law that makes you the judges of the facts makes me
the judge of the law. The law as given tolyou by the °
Court is the only law that you can consiéer. You must
accept and follow it, even thoﬁgh you may disagree with
it.
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I am not allowed to tell you about the facts in this
case or make a.commehtvpn the facts,.and you, on the
other ﬁand, afe not allowed to disagree with me about what
the law is or whét you think the law should be.

' Your job is to take the law as we give it to you,
apply it fo the facts as you find the facts to be, from
the.evidence that is.introduced., After doing that, you
will return a verdict in this case, a verdict which speaks
the truth under the solemn oath that you took.

Now, until»i tell you begin deliberétions, you are

not to discuss this case.with anyone, and that includes -

<

your fellow jurors. After you have gotten the case, or

‘after the qase‘has been submitted to you, you must then

confine your conversations about the case solely to the
jury room.and nowhere else.

Ladies and gentlemgn,fduring the triallof'this case,
you will‘ge in and out of the Cpurtroomﬂ At 1unchtime
we will break for lunch. You_wili go and take care of
that. |

If you should in coming in and out of the Courtroom
or the Courthouse run into any of the attorﬁeys or the
'parties in the case and they don't speak to you, they are
not being rude. They are nice folks.

They are-just doing what they are instructed to do,

and that is to not have any communication with the jurors.
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So please do not hold that against theﬁ. They are just
doing what they are supposed to do. .
What is important in the trial of this case is that
you keep an open mind and do not decide any -issue in.this
caée until all the evidence has been presentéd, the parties
have had an opportunity to make théir closing arguments
to you, and then I,ha&e charged you on the law.
It is.ydur solemn‘responsibility to determine the
gﬁilt or innocencé of the Défendant, and yow verdict mus£

be based sdlely on the evidence presented to you here in

“this CourtrOoﬁfand on the law as I instruct it to you at -

the close of the trial.

- Now, in just a moment the Solicitor will ﬁave an op-
péftunitygto make what we call an opening statement in
this césé. ‘In this statemert, he will bésiqéily explain
to you the issués - Qhat the issues are in the case or
a;’least what he:beiieves the issues are in this case.

After he concludes ﬁis 6pening remarks, then the at-
torney for the Defendant, Mr. Matthews, will 'have an oppor-~
tunity to also make an opening statement although he is
not required to do so.

What .you need to understand about the.opéning state-
ments of the lawyers, ladies and gentlemen, is that what
they tell you in their opening statements is not evidence.
It is only their contentions as to what they believe the
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evidence will show.

The evidence in.this case, the things that you are
going to consider in determining the facts of thé case,
will be presented to you in a couple of ways, the testi-
moﬁy by witnesses who are sworn and placed under oath.and
take the Witness stand, their testimony, and'fheneunrexhibits
whiqh méy_cqme in aﬁfing fhe course of thé tfial. That is.
the evidence in this case. |

From time to time during this trial you may hear one

of the lawyers say something along these lines, Judge, I

believe we have a question of law we need to take up with
the Court, or, Your Honor, may we approach the bench.
During those times, ladiesfand gentlemen, I might find

it necesssary to ask you to step back into your jury room

- for a.moment. If I do that -- if I can handle the matter

ovér herg at side~bar,,I'Will fry ﬁo do that, but if I
need to‘sendjyou'po yoﬁr-ju:y’robm the reason’I would do-
that is simply this. : | |

| As I have told you earlier, I am not to have:any
influen;e QQer you about the facts 6fvthe case. i am not
supposed to make any comments about evidence or anything
that is presentéd

Sometimes when I'm having to make a ruling on the

law; it is‘hecessary for me to make a comment about either

the testimony ‘or some of the evidence which has been
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put into the trial in connection with a ruling that I am
required to make.

So in an effort to protect you from those comments,
I may have to ask you to step into your Jjury room so I
caﬂ hear whatever the motion is or whatever the issue isA
to make my decision. Then once I've done that I will
bring you back out ana let the trial resuﬁe;

So if I ever ask you to step back to<yoﬁr jury room,

"that would be the reason, simply to protect you as the

fact-finders.
Now, in determining what the facts are in this case,

you are going to have to-decide whether the testimony of

a witness is beliéevable or not.

It is going to be my responsibility to rule as a mat-
ter of law whether any testimony is admissible into this

Court, but once testimony is admitted, once a witness is

allowed to testify, whether or not you believe that wit-

“ness is going to be solely up to you to decide.

In deciding whether to believe a witness, you have
?he right to considér the interest of a witness, the bias
of any witness, the_opportunity for the witness to have
seen the matters and the things about which the witness
testified, the way the witness acts on the witness stand.

You have the right, ladies and gentlemen, to consider
anything that is in this record that will help you in
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evaluating the testimony of the witnesses. That means
that it is'your duty to pay close attention to the witnes—
ses, observe them, listen carefully to the witnesses, and
pay close attention the attorneys and to the Court.

. Please do not let.your thoughts wander, but give care-
ful and sfrict attention to all the testimony and the evi-
dehée in this case, so that at the end pf'this trial after
thé'attorneyé have presented their closing arguments to
you and I've given you the law you will then be in:a'pos—
ition to take all that,‘diséuss the case and deliberate{ to
reach a verdict in this-case.

Now, beforé I turn-it over.to the attorneys, let me

first ask of the State, afé,theqe any exceptions or objec-

_tions to the Court's opening remarks?

SOLICITOR: None from the State, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Anything from the Défpnse?'A
MR. MATTHEWS: No,.sir.

. THE COURT: Thank you, ladiés and’gentlemén. Now I
am going to recognize the State for their opening state-
ment. Please, if you would, give the attorneys your undi-
vided attention; | ’

SOLICITOR: May it .please the Court, YourAHonor?

Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, this case is about
forgery, and essentially His Honor will charge you much
better than I can tell you right now.
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What we've got to prove is that the Defendant know-

" ingly uttered ‘and published as true a document that was

forged, a writing or document, on October 26 of 2011, here
in the City of Walterboro. |

| We'allege and intend to prove that the Defendéﬁt
took in a'forged-satiéfaction of title from Title Max aﬁd
presented it to the Séuth Carolina Highway Department up
here right doWn the road;

The Highway Department has its requnsibility to check

and see if in fact this lien was satisfied, so ﬁhat is
Qhat.they did.

You will also hear testimony from the lender, Title

Max, that it wasn't satisfied; that it was' an open account.

That's the testimony you will Hear.

The police officer will testify, but this is not a
long trial. Let me stop right here and tell you just be-
cause it is not long, does not have a lot of witnesses,
it is not important.

This is an important case to the State of South
Carolina, and this is an important case to the Defendant.

Now, you all are here in a search for the truth. You
are not searching for anything élse. ‘(Portion inaudible)
You were given an oath which also has some other things
underneath it.

Number one, that you would listen. Number two, that

29



30

10

11

12

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23

24

25

two, you would look, and, most importantly, that you would
remember all the testimoﬁy,and evidence that comes in~this
trial. ' That's your obligation. |

How would you do that? Please, listen, look and re-
meﬁber. Thank you.

MR. MATTHEWS: Ladies and éentlemen of the jury, Mr.
Kniéhﬁ is'fight, Thie isn't a particulerly‘complicated
case, I thiﬁk the evidence is goieg to show end T believe

the evidence is going to show that the one element that

" the State is not going to be able to prove beyond a doubt

is knowingly.
Unless the State can prove that, which I do not be-

lieve they will be able to, who wrote this document and

‘whether or not Ms. Dinkins knew that it was forged when

it-Was presented —; I think the evidence will show, the
circumstance will indicate, that she probably didrnOt, in
which‘case you have ‘to find the Defendaﬂt not guilty.

Listen earefully té the evidence, listen carefully
and eonsider the inferences from the evidence.

Listen carefully. *

Thank you.

THE COURT: Call your first witness.

SOLICITOR: Laurie Minus.

LAURIE MINUS, being duly

sworn, testified as follows:
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CLERK: State your name, please.
WITNESS: My name is Laurie Minus.
DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY SOLICITOR:

Q. Ms. Minus, where dq you reside?

A. In Réevesville, South Carolina.

Q. Where are you emélojed?

A. At the Department of Mofor Vehicles here in Wélter—
boro.

Q. Is that in the City of Walterboro?

A. Yes,:sir;’ ‘

Q. Is thaﬁ in the County of Colleton?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. How long have you been employed there?

A.. I've been at the Walterboro DMV since November of

1999, so a little bit over ten years.

Q. And as a part of your responéibilities, are. you re-

sponsible for accepting satisfactions of liens and titles?
A. They are actually'ﬁresented at the front COﬁntef to
the clerks, but it is policy that if they come up with a
form 450 we do have to call and verify with fhe lien
holder |

Q. Were you working here in Walterboro at the DMV on
October 26, 20112

A.‘ I was.
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MS. MINUS ON DIRECT

Q. I ask you if you can identify what is marked as
State's Exhibit 1. Tell me whgther or not you can iden-
tify that? |

A. That's the form 450, which is a satisfaction of
lién.

Q. And -who presented that Exhibit Number 1 to you?

A. Ms. Elizabeth Dihkins. She actually bresehted it

to my CSR there at the front counter.

Q. Did you observe her present it to your CSR?
A. Yes,.sirﬂ

'Q. Andvyoﬁr CSR ga&e it to you?

A. Yes, sir. 7

Q. And what is your CSR's naﬁe?

A. I believe it was éctually Darlene Herndon.

SCLIC¥TOR:. The State would move State's Exhibit
1 into evidence. “
THE . COURT: Any objection?
MR. MATTHEWS: No, sir.
THE COURT: Without objection, State's 1 is in
evidence.
(Satisfaction of lien form admitted in evidence as
State's Exhibit 1)
BY SOLICITOR:
Q. I show you State's Exhibit Number 1, and
that was éresented to you?
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MS. MINUS ON DIRECT

‘Yes, sir.

And what is it actually called?

It's a form 450} which is a satisfaction of a lien?

And the name that is the form 4507
Elizabeth M. Dinkins.

Does it show who the lien holder is?

Title Max.-

And what'date'is on it?

October 25, 2011.

Is the person who presented State's Exhibit Num-
ber 1 in the Courtroom today?

A, Yes, sir.

HQ. Who is it2

A. The Defendant -- the lady éittiné next to Mr.
Matthews. A

Q. Once you received State's Exhibit 1, the satisfac-

tion of'lfén; what did yoﬁ do? -
A. I went to my assistant toAfind out which Title Max
and verified it waslTitle Max'of Hampton.

I then éontactgd them, who advised me that it was

not a true lien release; that there was still an open

account.
Q. And at this point what did you do? : o
A. I contacted my fraud unit, which is the policy of

DMV, and the Walterboro PD arrived.
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MS. MINUS ON DIRECT

Q. Do you recall which officer came?
A. . There.were several officers. The gentleman in the
suit -- I can't remember his name. He was the first one

who got there.

Q. Okay, anybody else?

A.  And Sergeant Sweat then was the one who came in

and adtually did a report. That's this\gentleman here.
Q. Did youApersonally talk to the Defendant, Ms. Dinkins?

A. I didn't actually talk to her.at her seat. Once

the PD had got .there, they (inaudible).

0. Did Ms. Dinkinshmake any inquiries of you?

A.  Actudlly, when I was at the counter'talkiné to the
officér she did come -up and asked if we ewré‘£alking
about hef lien release. ‘

Q.. So the Defendant,‘Ms. Dinkins, was. there when the

police arrived? -

A. 4lShe was in the lobby-fhe wholeiﬁime. 
Q. To thé:best of youf recollection, was sﬁe by her-
self?
A, Yes, to my knowlédge. Yés(‘Sir;
Q. | Did you éee her where éhe was seated? Did you

observe that?.

*

A. Yes, sir; She was the. only one there, so to my

knowledge she was the only one there.

Q. Thank you, Ms. Minus. If you would answer any
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MS. MINUS ON DIRECT

questions Mr. Matthews has.
A. Yes, sir.

(State's Exhibit 1 published to the’ jury)

MR. MATTHEWS: I'm going to give the jury a chance
to'look at that document so I can ask the witness some
questions'about.itm

THE COURT: The'Staté has requested ﬁhe opportunity
to ask another queé;ion.

DIRECT EXAMINATION CONTINUED

BY SOLICITOR:

Q. I ask you'if you can-‘identify State's Exhibit Num-
ber 27? |

A. Yes, sir.

Q. What is. that?

A. A title application, a form'400,

Q. Where did you'receivé £hat?

A. From Ms; Dinkins along with the lien release.

SOLICITOR: I would move State's Exhibit 2 into
evidence.

MR. MATTHEWS: I don't think a proper foundation
has been laid, but I don't object to her looking at it.
I have some.problem with. admissibility. '

BY SOLICITOR:
Q. Who did you receive this from?
A. Ms. Dinkins.
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MS. MINUS ON DIRECT

MR. MATTHEWS: No objection.

THE COURT: State's Exhibit Number 2.

(Title application admitted without objection,
as State's Exhibit 2 in evidence)

BY SOLICITOR:

0. Was it filled out like it is Qhen you received it?
A. Yeé,.sir. |

0. "And does it have the address of Ms. Dinkins on it?
A, It has an add;ess on itt | |

Q Does it'ﬁave her telephone number?

A. >It has a telephone‘nﬁmber;

0 And what is tﬁe telephone number?

A. It's 843 . | |

Q. Does it have anything abéut the vehicle?

A. It has the vin number, the make, the style.

Q And what is the vin number?

. .

. -F foxtrot, M Mike, D Delta, K kilo, 46, C Charlie,
0813, A alpha, 76800.
0. On the back of it, it has a line that says signature

: ) 4
of owner. 1Is-it signed like it was when you received

it?

A. Yes.

Q. "What name'éppears above the signature?

A. It's definitely Elizabeth feflwgll, I guess that's
Dinkins -- it's not legible.
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MS. MINUS ON DIRECT

Q. Thank you. That's all I have.
CROSS EXAMINATION
BY MR. MATTHEWS:
MR. MATTHEWS: 'Mdy it ple%se the Court? May I ap-
préach the juroré io get fhose copies? |

THE COURT: Yes.

Q. Ms. Minus, I'm handing you back State's 1 and 2

and asking ybu on State's 1

MR. MATTHEWS: May I approach the witness?

Q. | On State's 1, you said that's the form 450?

A. Yes, éir. | ‘

Q. Do you know who signed that?

A.. I have no clue who this is. ' -

0. And is it your job to know who signed it?

“A. No.' |

Q. And you say you were not the person who waited on

Ms. Dinkins? You were or were not the person who waited
on Ms. Dinkins?

A. I was not the CSR, customer service'rep. I'm the

manager in the back. Any time there is a lien release

‘they come and get me, which is, like I said, office pol~

icy, and it was turned in to me at that time right there

at the counter.

Q. 'And that was Darlene Herndon?
A, I believe it was Darlene. 1I'd have to go back and
37
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MS. MINUS ON CROSS

" look at my paperwork to see. I think it was Darlene Herndon

~who had her that. day but I could be wrong. We see three

hundred customers a day so Ifm really not sure.
Q. Your ability to identify Ms. Dinkins obviously -comes

from the fact that she's sitting here at the. defense table?

A Yes, sir.

Q. .'There is no.-way that you can identify her, is there?
There's no way you would be able to say that? |
A. I qo'not know her personally; no, sir.

Q. You said your office is here in Wélteibo;o, and‘in the
back of the building? |

A. HMy office is the front counter and there's a doorway.

I sit right there. I can actually see the front counter

from my“desk..

Q. And this Ms. Herndon, is she an African-American or

.what 1is het . .

A.{ She's caucasian.

Q. .So your testimony here is that there was a caucasian
woman that dealt with Ms. Dinkins? (

A. I could be wrong, like I said. We handle 300~custo—‘
mers a day. 'I'd have to go back and look ét my paperwork.
I just happen to remember this because we'vé locked up -

I think four for the same thing, and I'd have to see who
actually was the one who waited on her, because it is not
on this form. We never got that far.
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MS. MINUS ON CROSS

Qf 4¥ou . .

A. We didn‘tractuaily.processAthe transaction so on the
back of the form when we process it it would be who had
actually procéssed the transaction. |

Q. ‘Sé noone ever actually accebted ie?

A. We never made it that far once I confirmed it was

not a true release of lien we could not process it. Like

I said, . .-

Q. So you-didn't see Ms. Dinkins or anyone else sign

those forms? ' _ , )

A. She's the one presented them.
Q. And you know that from Ms. Herndoh telling you .that?
A. NqQ Actuwally, when she came in I just -- I'm not-

always in my office. I'm everywhere in the office.

Any timé we have a disgruntled customer or have some
sort of problem I come to the counter.
0. Was she disgruntied?
A. 'No, but any time we have theseAit is our office policy
that I have to call»éhd'confirm them., | ‘
Q. And I think you testified that this second form,
State's 2, you received it -- thése were both therezat the
counter when you came to the counte;:éo yoﬁ did not receive

those from Ms. Dinkins?

A. They were presented at the counter.
Q. They were on the counter?
39
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MS. MINUS ON CROSS

A. But I didn't take them out of her hands.

Q. And as fér as any comments made, you weren't there
so }oﬁ couldn't know?

A. No.

Q.. And at the time you say you came back out, at some
point, yoﬁ told Ms. Dinkins . .

A. We told her then at that time. The customer service

representative had already told her to have a seat; that

we had to check some paperwork.
A.ijwent'in the back,.made the.phoneAcall; and I never'
actually talked to Ms. Dinkins.
Q. But at some point somebody told her that you had
to check on soﬁéthing, check on the éapérwork?

A. We told her to have a seat while we were checking

on the paperwork. We didn't tell -- we don't tell custo-

mers what we are trying to learn so they won't gét‘dis—
gruntled.

Q. But I think you inaicated you had to check something
as‘shé went and sat down? “

A. Yes.

Q. And she waited hbwvlong? Ten minutes, fifteen?

A. vil don't know how leng if actually took but it wasn't
very long. . |

Q. Ten minutes?

Aﬂ Maybe, yeah.
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MS. MINUS ON CROSS

Q. And she was there when the officers arrived or an

officer arrived?

A. Yes.

Q. And I guess initially you were talking to Officer

Chépman and she walked up at that point?

A. Yes;'and she asked was anythihg wrong, and I think
it waé'Mr. Chapman thét told her that we'dntalk to her

in a minute.

Q. - Wéll, she didn't run'of_anything like that?

A. No.. =

Q. . She just stayed sitting. <Correct?

A. Yes, which I had not notified her either that they

were there for her.  We just .

© Q. I understand; but nothing you saw indicated a guilty

~conscience or anything like that?

A. Not really.
| VMRi MATTHEWS: Your Honor, that may be it, if I may
have just a moment. |
(Brief pause in proceeding)
MR. MATTHEWS : Nothing further, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Anything on Redirect?
SOLICITOR: Briefly.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
BY SOLICITOR:
Q. I know Mr. Matthews asked you but I just want to
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MS. MINUS ON REDIRECT

make sure. Is it my understanding you saw the Defendant

hand forms 450 and 400 to your customer service repre-

sentative?

A. Yes, sir.

0. And you got it in turn?

A. Corréct.

Q. 1 That's all I.havé. May shé be excuéed,_Your Honor?

THE COURT{ Any objection?

MR. MATTHEWS: - No, sir.

THE COURT: Thank you very much:
" (Witness excused by the Court) .
THE COURT: Next witness.
éOLICITOR; ‘Tamika White.

. TAMIKA WHITE, being duly sworn,

“testified as follows:

CLERK: State your name, please.
WITNESS: Tamika White. Tamika Sherie White.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY SOLICITOR:

. WHere do you reside?

. Varnville, South Carolina.

. Title Max of Hampton.

How long have you been with them?

2
A
0. Who are you employed with?
A
Q
A

Almost five years.
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MS. WHITE ON DIRECT

Q. In what capacity are you employed? Explain what
your Jjob description is.

A. I'm the store manager.

Q. Is a part of your duties when a customer pays off
a iién for you to sign that satisfaction?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Is there any other person in your office that can

satisfy a lien?

Yes, one.

Who?

Sonya Williams.

Does Ms. Williams work with you everyday?
Most of the time, yes. | |
Do you see her sidnature often?

Yes.

Would you recognize her signature based on the

number of years you and Ms. Williams have worked to- .

gether?
A. Yes, sir.
0. Do you know the Defendant? Other than business-wise,

do you know the Defendant?

A. - No, sir.

Q. Did you know her from hef coming into Title Max?
A. Just that one time.

Q. On or about October 25, 2011, did Ms. Dinkins owe
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MS. WHITE ON DIRECT

Title Max any money?

A. Yes.

Q. On October 26, 2011, did Ms. Dinkins éwedTitle
Max any money?

A. Yes.

Q. And-what was the amount that‘she owed Title Max?
A.:' It was a little;over,Four Thousand.

Q. And was that loan secured by a lien on the veﬁicle?
A. Yes,usir. |

Q. Whatjﬁype of vehicle?

=

A, A 2008 Ford Edge.

Q. Let me ask i1f you can identify this? Can you

.‘identify this lien that you recorded with the South

Carolina Department of Motor Vehicles?
A; Yes, sir.
SOLICITOR: Offer State's 3 into evidence.
THE COURT: Objection?
MR. MATTHEWS: No objection.
THE COURT: Admitted without objection;
(Lien on vehicle admitted in evidnece without ob-

jection as State's Exhibit 3)

 BY SOLICITOR:

Q. Can you identify the vehicle you had the lien on

by title number?

A, It*s a 2008 Ford Edge, 770250238504634.
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WHITE ON DIRECT

And in your capacity as manager, you filed that

lien with the Department of Motor Vehicles?

A.

Q.

Yes, sir.

Let me show you State’s Exhibit Number 1, and ask

. you if. you can identify it?

A. Yes,-this is a satisfaction of a title lien form.
Q. And is your signatﬁre on theré? V

A. No, sir.

Q. Is Sonya Williams' signature on there?

A. No, sir.

Q. How many employeesAwofk there at Title Max with
you? » | |

A. There are three.

Q. And those are who? Yourseif and who else?

A. Sonya Williams and Sharika Smart:

Q.. Can Ms. Sharika Smarﬁ satisfy a lien?

A. No.

Q. And Ms. Sharika Smart ——'how long has she worked
for you? :

A. Since August of 2011.

Q. And have you had an occasion to see her signature?
A. Yes.

Q- On aAdaily or weekly basis?

A. Daily.

Q. So you would recognize her signature?

45l |
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MS. WHITE ON DIRECT

A. Yes.

Q. On State's Exhibit 1 where it says the name of

. the manager, is that Sharika's signature?

A. No, sir.
Q. . On state's Exhibit 1 it indicates that person is
a manager at Title Max of Hampton. Does that person

work for Title Max of Hamptoh?

A. No.

Q;r 'Did that person workftheré effective October 25th
of 20112 |

A. NQ; sir.

SOLICITOR: Your Honor, pléése'indulge us one
moment. - We won‘ﬁ‘be ldng.

(Brief ‘pause in proceeding)
BY SOLICITOR:
Q. Do you recall wﬁether or not Ms.'Dinkins' account
was current? b |
A, It was”current,yes;
Q. Please answer any questions Defense may ask.
CROSS EXAMINATION

BY MR. MATTHEWS:

Q. Ms. White, if you were to take a lien'on a car for
a loan that you make, is the person seeking the ioan
required to. £ill out a contfact?

A. Yes.

46



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

47

MS. WHITE ON CROSS

MR. MATTHEWS: Your Honor, may I approach the
witness?

THE COURT: Yes.
BY MR. MATTHEWS:
Q.. Ms. White, are you familiar with the terms of the

contract which is Defendant's Exhibit 17?

A. Yes, sir.

0. 'And you review that at any time you make a loan
and get-a lien on a contract?

A. - Yes.

Q. So any time you issue or get a lien on something,
you have to have a coﬁtract?

A, Yes.

Q. What were the -- who were the signatories on this

particular loan?

A, Elizabeth Dinkins and Sharika Smart.

Q. And wefe you present when Ms. Smart negotiated thié?
A, Yes.

Q. And what was the amount of thé loan annual peréent—,

age rate? Ten percent, twenty percent . .

A. One hundred nineteen percent.

Q. Is one of the terms-of the loan that fhe person
hold title to the car that you take the lien on, and you
look at the title? |

A. Yes.
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MS. WHITE ON CROSS

Q. And I show you the title ~-- I think this is
State's 3. ‘ |

MR. DINKINS: May I appioach?

I show you State's 3. 1Is that a copy. or photoqopy

of the title?

A. ‘ Yes.

Q. Once the South Cérolina form 400 has been.sent‘té
the Departmeﬁt of Motor Vehidles - wholowned the car?
A, Elizabeth Dinkins or Leroy Dinkins. |
Q. And Ms. Dinkins was current on her loanh as of

October 25, 20117

A.- Yes,

Q. And in fact even after she was arrested she made

another payment?

A. ~ 'No, sir.

Q. But she was current on that date?

A. Yes. |

Q. Was Mr. Dinkins a signaﬁory?

A. No, sir.

Q. And in fact, the contract requires that you be

the owner of the motor vehicle?.

A. Correct. . .-

Q. If you'll look at the last line of the form if
it says and, he would have to be a signatory?
A. Yes.
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49

MS. WHITE ON CROSS

Q. And read what it says there on the line just
above the signature?

A, L. » - <

Q. The fine print just above the signature.
A. Owners and S is in.parenthesis!
Q., Okay. 1In fact, it says you verify that you are

4+

the rightful owner of the motor vehicle. Is that not

in fact what it says?

A No, it does not.

Q. - Does not?

A, No.

4Q. I'm looking at right above Sharika Smart's némé.

Look at where it says Title Max of South Carolina,

-Sharika Smart, and then there's one paragraph beside

there.

By signiﬁé thié lb;n agreemeﬁt you gcknowledge that
it was'filled in.beforé you did so, -and that you have
received an exact copy of iﬁ. You also' warrant and re-
present that you are not a debtor under any procCeeding-
in bankruptcy and have no intentioh to file a petition

for relief under any chapter of the United States Bank-
ruptcy Code.

A. . .
Q. Really, if you read along with me, does it in fact

say by signing this loan agreement you acknowledge that
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MS. WHITE ON CROSS

it was filled in before

you did so and that you did re-

ceive an exact copy of itz?.

A. Yes. .

Does it say that?

Q. And then does it also say that.you warrant and

represent that you are not a debtor under any proceed-

ing in bénkruptcy»and have no intention to file a peti-

BankrUptcy_Code?

A. Yés.

motor. vehicle? .
A.  XYes.
Q. - You verify you are

You further acknowledge

and agree’'to all of the’

including the waiver of

vision above?

:A. Yes.

0. Okay, having had a
agree that it says that
the motor vehicle?

A. Yes, it does.

tion for relief under any chapter of the United States

-

Q. ”‘You,verffy that YOu'are the rightful owner of the

»

eighteen years of age or older?
that you have read, understand
terms of this loan agreement,

jury trial and arbitration pro-

chanée to review that, do you

you are the rightful owner of

Q. And in fact she was one of the owners?
A, Yes.
50
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51

MS. WHITE ON CROSS

Q. So obviously you sent a copy of thié agreement to
Mr. Dinkins? . |
A. No:
MR. MATTHEWS: One moment, Your Honor.
Nothing further, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Redirest, Mr. Knight?
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
BY SOLICITOR:

Q. Briefly, Mr. Matthews preéented you with the con-

‘tract and copy of the title?

A. Yes, sir.
0. The contract-was eritered into by who? Who en-

tered the contract for Title Max?

A. Sharika Smart.

Q. And who is the borfower?

A, Elizabeth Diﬁkins.

0. And did you have an§ deaiings with Leroy Dinkins?
A. No, sir. » |

Q. Thank you, maam. That'slgil I have.

THE COURT: Mr. Matthews?
MR. MATTHEWS: Yes, sir.
RECROSS EXAMINATION

BY MR. MATTHEWS:

Q. Ms. White, do you care who makes payments on the
loans that you make?
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MS. WHITE ON RECROSS

A, No, sir.
Q. So’if Mr. Dinkins had sent in a payment, you would
take that?
A. Yes.

| THE COURT: Let's take just a short break, ladies
and gentlémeﬁ, so if YOu wouid return to your jurf
room. | | | |

Remember; no conversation about the case. Wg'ii
take a short break. |

(Jury exéuéea from Courtfoom)

(Court stood in recess for brief period, after
which the matter ;esumed)

| THE COGRT: If you wéuiaAbring,in our jﬁ;y.

(Jury returned to Courtroom) " - .

THE COURT: ~All right, ladies ana gentlemen, we
will continue with this case. As you recall, we are
still in the State's case. | | |

‘Alllright, Mr. Knight.
SOLICITOR: The State would call Jason Chapman.
: JASON CHAPMANT, being duly
sworn, testified as follows:

CLERK: Please state your name\for the record.

WITNESS: Sergeant Jason Walker.Chapman7
DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY_SOLICITOR:
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SGT. CHAPMAN ON DIRECT

Q. Mr. Chapman, who are you employed with?

A. Walterboro Public Safety.

Q. Is. that the police department?

A, Yes, sir. |

Q. How iong have you been employed with the Walterboro

&

Police Department?

A. This is my fifteenth year.

Q. Were yoﬁ employed by them on October 26, 20112

A. Yes, sir. ‘

Q. Did you receive é;call to'che to ﬁhe Department
of Motbr Vehicles in the City of Walterboro on that
day? .

A. Yeé,,sir, I did. ‘

Q. When you got there{ who did you speak with?

A. When I first got on é¢ene, I spoke with a customer
service representative at the counter. She advised me
that she would gef‘the office manager, Ms. Minus, and I
gof with Ms. Minus and began talking about the case.

It went on from there.

0. Was the Defendant, Ms. Dinkins, there?
A Yes, sir,  she was.

Q. Elizabeth Dinkins? -

A Yes, sir.

Q. . Can you point her out for us, please?
A.. She is seated next to Mr. Matthews.
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SGT.

Q.
type
A.
Q.

A.

CHAPMAN ON DIRECT

Subsequently, did you make an inquiry as to what
of vehicle she was driving?

Yes, sir. |

And what type of vehicle was she driving?

A 2008'Fofd Edge that was parkedloutside,the De-~

partment of Motor Vehicles.

Q.

Was. Ms. Dinkins alone inside the Department of

Motor Vehicles?

A.

0.

Yes, sir, she was.
Please answer any questions the Defenseé may have.

MR. MATTHEWS: May it please the Court?-

CROSS EXAMINATION

A.

54

“BY MR. MATTHEWS:

Q.. Sergeant Chapman, how you doing today?
A.. All right. (portion inaudible)
Q. All right,‘were there other people in the Depértf
ment of Motor Vehicles when you went in therg on.this
occasion?
A. Just Ms. Dinkins.
Q. And what did you do?
A. I spoke with Ms; Minus and looked at the paber~
work. |
‘Q. Did you ask Mé. Dinkins where she got the paper-
work?

I did.



10
11
12
13

14

15

16

17

18

- 19

20
21
22
23
24

25

SGT. CHAPMAN ON CRQSS:

Q. And whaﬁ did she say?

A. ‘She said her husband had given it to her that
morning.

Q. And in a case like this -- let me ask you this.

Had the results come back from SLED on the handwriting

analysis?
A. No, sir, not to my knowledge.
Q. Nothing>further.

SOLICITOR: That's all. May he be excused?
'THE COURT: Any objection?
MR. MATTHEWS: No objection: .
THE éOURT: You are excused.
(Witness excused)
SOLICITOR: Elbert Sweat.
ELBERT SWEAT, being duly

sworn, testified as follows:

CLERK: Please state your name for the record.
WITNESS: Elbert Sweat.
DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY SOLICITOR:

Q. Obviously, you are employed by law enforcement?
A. Yes, sir. Walterboro Public Safety.
Q. How long have you been employed by the Walterboro

Public Safety?
A, Fourteen years.
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OFR. SWEAT ON DIRECT

Q. On or about October 26, 2011, were you on duty?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you respond to a call at the Department of

Motor Vehicles

A. . Yes, sir.

Q. When you got there, what dld you find?

A. I spoke with Ms. Mlnus from the Department of

Motor Vehicles and Sergeant_Chapman, and also was told

" that Ms. Dinkins was on scene.

Q. Ms. .Dinkins -- would you point her out4for the

jury?

A. - She's the.female sitting next to Mr. Mattheﬁs.

0. ~Was she by herself? |

A. Yes, sir. A

Q.. What type of wvehicle was she dr1v1ng7

A. She had driven & black 2008 Ford Edge to- the Depart—

ment of Motor Vehicles. -

Q. Did she have the keys to that vehicle?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was anyone in the vehicle waiting for her?

A No, sir.

Q. Please answer any questions the Defense may have
for you.

THE COURT: Mr. Matthews?
MR. MATTHEWS: No questions.
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SOLICITOR: May he be excused, Your Honor?
MR. MATTHEWS: No objection.
THE COURT: You are excused.
(Witness excused)
'SOLICITOR: Your Honor, the staté rests.
V-THE COURT: Ladiés and gentlemen, the State has
rested their case, so at this time I have to take up
motions at thé close of the State's evidence, so I am

going to -- I hate to do this again. I know it can seem

“you are like.a yo YO‘going back and.forth, back and

forth, but I do need to take up thése motions.,

Please étep to your jury room. Of course, have

no conversation about this case, please, while you .

are back there.

- I'm going to give you a task so that way you will

~have something to do while you're back there.

.I’m going to ask you, if you would; to elect amongst
you a Foreperson. ’Now,;lét me tell you a little bit
about the Foreperson and the role of that position.

A Forepersoﬁ of a jury isﬂbasically the pefsoh'that
copmunicates between the jury panel and the Court. Bas-
ically Qhen you are dealing with a group of'folks, it
is easier to deal with one persoﬁ to speak for the
group than to have to deal with individuals.

So the Forepersén, any time the jury needs to
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communicate with the Court or the juiy has a question, for
the Court, then the Foreperson would just write the ques;"
tion out on a piece of paper and pass it out to me. I
would take the question _ and look at it,.and, dependihg

on fhe question, I may have just the Foreperson come out
and respoﬁd. I may aétuaily write my answer and pass

it back into the jury room, or I may have you all come

back into the Courtroom as a panel and answer the ques-

tion. _

Tt all depends on what_the'question might be, but
thét is the qgin role of -the Foreperson, to be the pér—‘
son whoxcommugicates betweeﬁ:the.jury panel and the Court.

.USUally whenéver you have a'grbup of folks that ére
discussing‘a ﬁatter,‘you need someéqe who can start :<and
étop!the dgliberations; So the Foreperson would start
the deliberations; say, okay, létfé begin the delibera-
tions, and YOu will get sfarted.

I will tell you now fhat whenever you are deiiber—
ating -- when you reach that pointjin this case where you
are going to be deliberating, it is very imporﬁant that
you understand that ail of you must be present.

So if someone, for example, has to use the restroom,

.and they excuse themselves to use the restroom, the Fore-

person would say, okay,.let's stop conversation; let's
stop deliberations, and then when that person returns
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59

‘'you would go ahead and start back.

So that's kind of the role of the Foreperson. Also,
you will have a verdict form when you go back thiere, and
the Foreperson will be in charge of the verdict form

and will record on the verdict form whatever your ver-

"dict is of the jury.

.What'is importa t‘for you toﬁﬁnderstaﬁd is thié. You
all are,equal.members ofmthis‘jury panel, and no one
person's decisions or opinions or vote carries any more
weight than the other person.

Your verdict in this cése must be unanimous, so what.
that tells you.is that every person's vote carriés thev
same weight.

A Foreperson has noé more authority than any other
person on the jury. You are all equal. When'thé Court
is dealing with a jury panel is it always easier to deal

with one person than it is with every individual, so that

is kind of ‘what it is. ' - \

I used to appoint the Foreperson. I would —- it's

noct rocket science. I would get your forms that you

turn in and look at them and try to ask somebody to serve... __ . .

as the Foreperson, and a.couple of years agb I had a jury
where the -- I asked this young lady would she serve as
the Foreperson, and she said she would rather not, so

that was fine. Then I asked a gentleman would he serve,
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as he was my backup, and he said he would rather not. I did
not have a backup to my backup, so I said, well, listen,
here‘s the thing. We've got to have a Foreperson, so

go back there and elect one. |

So from that day forward I have let jurors elect

‘their own Foreperson. I don't want to force anybody to

do something'they don'ﬁ want to do.

_ So I will tell you the only thing you need to under-
stand when you ‘'go back to elect a.ForepersoQ is ﬁhat the
Alternate is‘not ¢ligibleAto serve as the Foreperson but
everypne.else is éiigible. |

I know that people sometimes neéd.fresh air, éo if that
becomes an issue just let ﬁe know.

WhatvI need you to do.first is elect a Foreperson,
and theﬁ_after that -- Mr. Padgett, do you héve a way to
take the jury out so they can stretch their legs.a little
bit?

Any time that you do that, ladies and gentlemen, you

‘must stay together. 1I'm not talking about bundled up, but

no one can wander off. You've got to stay‘togeﬁher as a
group. |

But_I'Will let you do that after you elect a Foreper-
son. ~ Okay.

(Jury excused from Courtroom)

THE COURT: All right, at this time I will take up
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61

any motions there may be at the close of the State's

MR. MATTHEWS: I would make a motion for directed
verdict. There is no evidence whatsoever that this was
a kﬁéwing forgery. There was no evidence that my client
everdwroté.anythihg, no evidence that there was knowledge
that any documént whiéh was piesented was forged.

So 1 wouid‘move for a directed verdict.

MR. KNIGHT: Taking theﬂevidence in the;light that
is most favorable to the State, I thipk we have presented

evidence that a forged  document was préqgnted‘by her, and

" there was evidence the lTien had not been'released.s

THE COURT: As Mr. Knight pointed out, at this stage

-of a trial, the existence or non-existence of evidence

L

is -what the Court must consider.

; think theré is. Depending on how the jury views ‘it,
there is eviaence in the case that the signdature on the
document was, in fact, not the signature of the person
it purports to be, and it was presented.‘ |

'So I think it is a factual question-and is appropriate
for the jury. I am going to respectfully deny your motion.

Anything else? .

MR. MATTﬁEWS: Since the jury is out, I don't in-
fend to-put up any witnesses, and would close.

Just for the recoré, I would go ahead and renew
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that motion.

I've talked with Ms. Dinkins,. She-does_nét desire
to testify, and this Qould probably be a good time if
the Court wants to address that with her.

THE COURT: Ms. Dinkins, let me speak with'you for
just a momént with regérd tp.that.
I ask ;f:you‘Woula please stgnd.

You have talked with your. attorney with regards to
whethe? or not you intend to testify, ié that righté

HD#FENDANT: Yes, sir. |

THEﬁCOURT: All right. Now, Mr. Matthews has indi-

cated to the Court that 'you have exﬁressed-youf decision to

nbt‘testify, is. that correct?

" DEFENDANT : /Yéé, sir. 7
THE éOURT: What I want to do:is I just.wént to make
sure thag you understand what rights you do have. Ob-
viously, yoﬁ have the righf.to remain,si;ent. Everyone

has the right, so the fact that you chose to exercise the

right is absolutely appropriate.

You also need to understand though that you do ha&e
the right to,testify. You do understand that?

DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. ..

THE COURT: And that if you wénted to testify the
Sﬁate —-- well, obviously your lawyer would ask you ques-
tions, and then the Staté's attorney would have an opportun%ty
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to ask you questions, and you would be required to. re-
spond to those questions truthfully. Do ybu understand
that?

DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: I don't know if you have a prior criﬁinal
histpry or not, and if.you don't, of course, that would
not beAa factor.

If you did, depending on what that history is, it
may be appropriate for the State to ask you whether or
not you have been convicted of certain crimes, if you
have.

Do you ﬁnderstand that?

" DEFENDANT: Yes.
THE COURT: Of course, all that comes in;p play if

you testify. You have indicated to the Court that you

wish to exercise your right to remain silent, and I cer-

.tainly would honor that.

Also, let me point out that if you do go forward with
your decision to not festify I wduid instruct the jury
that they cannot in aﬁy way hold that against you. I will
tell the members of the Jjury that the burden of proof is on
the-State to prove guilt ‘and that you don't'have toAprOVe
anything.

The fact that you have éhosen not to testify cannot
even be discussed in the jury room, and IAwould inétruct
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them of that. Do you understand?

DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Your lawyer has a duty to give you his
advice‘and thoughts on it, but the bottom line is that it

is a constitutional right that you possess, and so the

only person who can really make .the call is you.

Am I correct in assuming that you have made this de-
cision of youf own free will?
‘DEFENDANTL- Yes.

THE,COURT: And no one has forced you, of course,

into that?

DEFENDANT: No, they‘haven't.
THE COUkT: Thank you very much.
BAiLIFF: May I approach?

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

‘(The Court speaking with Bailiff)

THE COURT: All right. Just for your information, the

ladies and gentlemen of the jury have elected Juror 137

as the Foreperson of the jury, Brian Nash.

Mr. Matthews, after the jury takes a break, you can
close iﬁ front of them, and we can then move on to clos=
ing arguments, ana you have renewed your motion for a
directed verdict at the close of all the evidence in the
case. I will recognize you when the jury returns to the
Cou;troom.
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Now, having said those things, if you have ény spe-
cific requests to charge you wish me to consider, I will
be happy to do that. From‘whata've already got here, it
won't take but a few minutes to finish my cﬁarge. I'm
going to try.to print out a copy of that so you can iook
at it. |

I'll try to get fhat together shortly, and while I'm
doing that we will remain at ease.

(The Court took brief recess, after whiéh the case
was resumed)

THE COURT: I'm going to pass this to you apd ask
if--you would look at it. |

SOLICITOR: No objections from the State.

THE COURT: Any objections from the. State?

MR. MATTHEWS: Your Honor, I'd like it if the Court
would charge the criminal inﬁent elément of knowing and
the different levels of intent. In this case it must be.
knowing énd differentiating between negligent, reckless
or negligent or reckless, but knowing.

The Court's charge_—— whatever thé standard charge
is on the element of intent, knowingly.

THE COURT: Anything else, Mr. Matthewé? I will, of
course, give you an opportunity to re-read it,especially
the intent charge that I have.

Anything else?
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MR. MATTHEWS: As far as the intent charge is con-
cerned .. |

THE COURT: I'll read it to you right now. This is
what I have. |

In order . establish criminal liability, criminal in-

 tent is required. Criminal intent must be proven by the

State.béyond<a reasonable doubt.

Criminal intént is alwaYs a matter that must be de-

~terﬁined by'the jury from the"circumstances‘surrounding.

the situation. There is no way to prove intent to a mathe-

matical certainty. There-is no way medical science can

-dissect a person's brain and determine.what the person

Had in mind, so the law says that criminal- intent may bel
inferred from the circumstances shown to have existed.

This is how you maké a determination of whether or
not the élemeﬁjrequiring intent was present. ,It is not
necéséary‘to>éstablish intent by direct and positive eViA.
dence, but intent may be established by inference in the
same way as any other fact,'by_taking into consideration'
the acts of the parties and all the facts and circumstances
of the éase.

Criminal intent is a-mental state, a cénscious wrong-
doing. It is up to you to determine what the Defendant
intended to do based on the circumstances shown to have
existed. '
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Criminal intent can arise from from actions or a fail-

ure to act. It may arise from negligence, recklessness or

o an indifference to duty,  or to consequences that is consid-

ered by the law to be the equivalent of criminal intent.

MR. MATTHEWS: And, Your Honor, obviously I want a
charge onlintent. However, my fear is the difference is
(poftion inaudible) iﬁ the different levele of intent.

' A general

It is no longer just a/criminal intent. I think the
General Assembly changed things a little.bit in 2010, and
that charge would actually be a little bit worse because it
would imply that hegligence,would be enough; that criminal
negligence is obviously a different standard in negligence.
It is a higher intent |

You might have an idea that something is wrong, but it

is different from intending something is wrong, and I think

~1it is important that the jury understand the difference

between knowing -- a knowing act ---I know that is worse
than they might shoﬁld have known.

THE COURT: I don't know how to make it —- criminal
intent is a mental state, a conscious wrongdoing .

MR. MATTHEWS: It may be negligence, indifference to
duty, but that is where the different‘layere of if gets-
mixed together.

THE COURT: Any objection to removing that list.

SOLICITOR: I don't have any problem with it.
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I've got one potential request to charge. - You may
not give it to me but I'm going to ask for .it.

THE COURT: All right.

SOLICITOR: There was testimony by the Officer-that in
responsé to guestions he addressed to Ms. Dinkins that Ms.
Dinkins said, my husband gave me this satisfaction. Her
husband was listed as‘é'witness by the Defendant.

- What I want is if the Defense goes on to referere that

- statement to the jury - then I want a charge that saysua
failure to call that witness ~- you know what I5m’asking
for -- is not favorable to the Defendant. It's been used

against me over the years.

Again,. it's something to think about. If he doesn't

" use it, I don't have a problem, but if he uses it then I

think since he listed Mr. Dinkins, her_huébaﬁd, as a wit-
Hess, that‘I'm entitied to it since he didn't call him.

MR. MATTHEWS: The Defense is not obligdfed to put up
anything.

THE COURT: I understand that‘and_when I call out the
witnesses, 'or potential witﬁesses, in a case, in a crim-
inal case, I never reference which are State's witnesses and
which are Defense witnesses. I just call oﬁt the names- of
possible witnesses.

SOLICiTOR: 'I understand that.

THE COURT: The jury has no idea that they listed Mr.
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Dinkins, her husband, as a potential witness.
SOLICITOR: I understand' that.
THE COURT: So I'm not understanding what it is you're
asking for. : A :
| SOLICITCRf What I'm asking for is -- that statement

that was made by the Defendant to law enforcement —- law

.enforcément truthfully testified, and I don't have any

- .problem with that.

My problem is that Dr. Leroy Dinkin#, hér husband, was
called as a potential witness, and that failure to call
him to substantiate what she told Officer Sweat obviously . .
THE COURT: She doesn't have any obligation to sub;tan—
tiate wﬁat anybody says, énd theré is nofhing to pfevent
the”State from -calling Mr. Dinkins.

_SOLICITOR: I understand that. I just thought I'd

~ask, Your Honor.

THE COURT:‘ I'm going'to deny that.
What I'm going to -do.is -- I've taken that paragraph
out, Mr. Matthews, regarding the negligence and left it as

criminal intent, conscious wrongdoing -- it's up to you to

" determine the intent based on the circumstances.

MR. MATTHEWS: Thank you.

THE COURT: Now, let me -- I'm going to have to send
this downstairs to be printed because the printer up here
isn't made for something like that.
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I believe it's run out of ink or something. So take

a few minutes while I do that. When they bring it back

up you can take a look at that portion that I've added

and then let me know.
Anythiﬁg~else?
VMR. MATTHEWS: No; sir.
SOLICITOR: No, Your Honor.
,(Wheréﬁpén" theACourt tdok a brief,recess and the
mafter.then resﬁmed)w'
THE COURT: Let me mention this to you. I didn't
think there was'anythiﬁg‘complicated~about the verdict
form. It's. just oné of two options. She's either guilty br
éhefsthotAguiity. | | A | )
‘4It's a little after twelve so I'm going to let the
jury go to lunch until one thirty.
(Jury returned to Courtroom)
THE COURT: All right, ladies and gentlemen. I appre-
ciate your patience. 1I've taken up the motions. I néed to
take at the close of the State's ‘case.

Having said that, I notice it is lunchtime and I

don't want you all sitting in here with your stomachs growl-

ing and you getting upset with me because you're hungry.

We're going:to break at this time for lunch, and we'll "

start back after lunch.  I'm going to ask you, if you would,

to be back in your jury room at two forty-five, which

70



TN

10

11

12

13

14

15 -

16

17

18

19

- 20

21
22
23
24

25

71

| gives you an hour and a ﬁalf for lunch.  Sorry, one forty-

five. Not two forty-five. Quarter to two, so please be
back and we'll get started then.

You have information on the case but you only have

~ some information, so what I need you to do is really guard

and proteét your ability to be fair and impartial. Have no
conversation with anybody abqut this case Qhen you are at
lunch. Just forget this matter, gé to lunch, enjoy your
lunch.

If anyone .tries to speak with you about'it, you tell
them you are a member pf.the jury and you can't talk about’
itl‘ If they continueltO'trtho talk to you about it, yoﬁ
get their name and let me kﬁow whb itlis. I've got a place
I can seﬂd‘them where they won't be so inquisitive.

So please do that for me. Enjoy your lunch ana don't
discuss the case. Be back at one forty—five..

(Jury excusedvfor lunch period) |

THE COURT: -All right, Ms. binkins; technically when
the jﬁry is sworn, your bond is extinguished so you are no
longer on your bond and you remain in custody until the
case 1s over. A

. However, I'm going to let you go to ldnch. You need
to be back at one forty-five. I just have to tell you out
of an abundance of cautién if you don't return the case

will proceed in your absence.
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hold you in contempt.

I would also issue a bench warrant for your arrest and

to tell‘you that on the record.

I. know you'll be back, but I have

At this point we'll adjourn until.one forty-five.

(Court stood in recess until the matter was resumed

after the iunch breakﬂ' ~

THE COURT: Gentlemen, I will ask you to look at this

' charge again regarding intent.

(Brief pause)

THE COURT: Mr. Knight, any objéctions or exceptions

fo the charge?

'SOLICITOR: No, sir.

THE COURT: Mr. Matthews?

MK. MATTHEWS: Judge, Jjust what I've said -- I think

it's better. - ‘I would like a charge on what knowingly

means, the differentllevels ~-- I understand the Court

TEE COURT: All right, sir. As

"has ruled and I'm not going to belabor the point.

I mentioned before

we broke for-lunch, whenéver we -get everyone here we will

bring them out, and I will recognize yoﬁ, Mr. Matthews,

so you can rest on the record.

Then rather than send them back

renewed your motions at the close of
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‘that's noted for the record as well.

Then I will explain to the jury

out, you have4already

all the evidence,vana

that we are entering
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into the phase of closing argument.

(Jury returned to Courtroom) ‘

THE COURT: All right, ladies and gentlemen, if fou
recall when we broke for lunch the State had rested their

case, and I have taken up motions at the closing of the

' State's case.

S0 we are réady torprocéed now, and I would reCogniie
Mr.”Matthews.for the Defendant.

| MR. MATTHEWS: Thank you, Your Honor. The Defense
restsf | .

THE;COURT: Thank you, Mr. Matthews;

Ladies and gentlemen, the Defénse has rested their
case, and the next thing thai:woubioccﬁr at. this point ner-
mallyﬁls that I would send you back out and take up any
mctions at the close of all the evidence. Mr. Matthews was

kind enough to inform the Court during the break that the

‘Defense was going to rest; so we have already taken up those

‘motions.

Since that has been taken care of, we are now at the
portion of. the trial where all the evidence is in. The
evidence that'you will haQe to decide this case is in eviQ
dence; thatlis, the testimony you heard froﬁ witnesses and
any exhibits which came 'in during the course of the testi-
mony.
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So now we are at the point in time for the, lawyers to
argue to you what they perceive this”evidence has shown.‘

ané fhey have completed their arguments ~—‘remembér
what I told you earlier about their>op?ning'statemenfs?- I
told you that- what the lawyeré‘tell-you in their opepiﬁg

statements is not evidence. What they tell you in their

,plosing.arguments,is not evidence either, but it is impoftw

ant that you'é}ve'it your attention because it is their
oppqrtunigy to argue to you and‘share with.you what .they
believe the evidence has shown.

Once they have coﬁciuded their remarké I will then
give you theilaw thatiis‘applicable.to this case, and ohce
you have that you will be in a position to deiiperate and
make ybur decision.x

Now, if you wiil,‘please give your atténtion to fhe.
attorneyslas‘they‘give you ﬁheir élosing‘remarks.

SOLICITOR: May it'please the Court; Your Honor.

Mr. Foreman, ladies an@ gentlemen of the jury, it was

not a long trial, but it was an -important trial, and I .

know you listened intently to the witnesses.

I observed you, and I thank you in behalf of the
State of Scuth Carolina.-~I'm.sure»Ms; Dinkinsldoes also.
'So what do we know, what was presented to you from
the witness stand?
| Number one, Ms. Dinkins arrived at the Department: of
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motor vehicles on Cctober 26th, somewhere around twelve
c'clock during the daytime.

She presented to the customer service representative
who, in turn, presentéd to Ms. Minus a satisfaction of title
whiéh has been introduced into evidence as State's Exhibit
Nﬁﬁber‘l, thch you have seen, saying that the
lien oh the title of hér vehicle, a 2008 Edge, was satis-
fied.

In addition, she filled out, while she was at the
Department of Motor Vehicles, State's Exhibit Number 2.

No one else was there with her, éssisting her, prod-
ding her, coaching her, or telling her what to do.

Of her own volition, she took this to the Department
of Motor Vehicles to get another title, to get it satis-
fiea. 7

| If you recall, Ms. Minus said she was there, she was
waiting, and she only tzlked to Mé. Minus one time, to
ask if there was a prcblem, and Ms. Minus said--I think. she
said I'm checking now.

That is a part of the program, what the Départment of
Motor Vehicles does.with satisfactions of  liens.

No one was sitting out there with her ét all. She -
was by herself.

Even when law enforcement arrived, she ‘was still sit-

.ting there.
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She drove to the Department of Motor Vehicles in her
2008 Ford Edge. No one was with her. |

Of course, Ms. White testified, you know, there are
only two people who can satisfy titles. I'm one of them
and.I didn't .sign it. |

Ms. éonya Williams is the other one, and she didn't sign
;t. ~There were oniy fhree employees who worked there dur;

ing this time period. This person, whoever she may be,

. didn't work there.'

So it makes. it pretty clear as to what occurred. vIn
addition, and thiSfis interesting -- the loan was current

at the tirme this was done. They weren't in default, they

- weren't behind. They were current at that time.

~So we get to_the issue at hand. Knowingly -- I've got
to prdve that she knéwingly presented this documeﬁt,kncwingly;
that;she uttered a document she said was.- true but it was a
forgéd document .
Now knowingly -- I can't look into her mind and you‘

can'£ look into her mind. You have to look at her actions,

~and her actions were what?

Here it is; I want to satisfy this on my title: No-
thing else. |

There is not a scientific method I know of. -- and if
I'm wrong the Court will correct-me in the charge to the
jury -- by which you can look at somebody~and know what
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their intentions are. Say, we know what you did.

. Then we move to criminal intent. Criminal intent is

another mind thing, you know. Science cannot determine

what is in somebody's mind when they are doing something,

like in this jinstance.

77

What you must do is you must infer from his or her ac-

tions. 1In this case, it's a lady -- from her actions in

- presenting this document to the Department of Motor Vehic-

les. Now, what is an inference?
An inference is a piece of evidence that you can deal

with any way you want to.. You can agree or disagree with

it. Give it whatever weight you want to. That's up to

‘you.

The Judge will tell you that it is in your province
to make that decision. That's just éhe way it is.

When one presents a forged insﬁrdment -- that's what
this is, an instrument ~-- there is an inference that the
Defendant. either forged it or knew that it was forged --
agéin, inference. Again, infterence.

It's like any other piece of evidence. - You can give
it any weight you want.

" So that is the bottom line in this case. You can't

look in her mind. There i1s no scientific method for you

tc determine what her intentions were, other than to get her

a clear title, because no one was there prodding her or
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éssisting her, telling her what she should or shouldn't
do. She's on her own, and this occurred, as we Know, here
in Colleton County on the 25th -of October of 2011.
- I ask you to consider more than infefencés that actions

speak léuder-than words, and in . this instance Ms. Dinkins
is gpiltonf forgéry.'

“Thank yéu. |

- MR. MATTﬁEWS: Mr. Foreman, ladies and gentiemen of
the jury, thank you very much.

In ény case, the State has to prove beyond a .reason-.

v

‘,abléydoubt,each of the elements of the case.

At the beginning of this case, Mr..Knight told you he’
would be:able to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that Ms.
Dinkins,knowingly forgéd a document and presented ‘it for
payment ~<*not,?aymeqt ~~ there's no payment;' \

The Judge will tell you what theAlaw @s and that oné ofa
thg‘things the State has to prove is that the Defendanp had
‘the intent to defraud any person ——,aﬁy~persqn.

Now, whose signature was forged, and for what purpose?

Andfis there any- information at all that Ms. Dinkins
knew what she was presenting -- there is no evidence she
forged anything, no testimony from any peréon that she forgéd
it; no person saw hef sign anything.

In fact, when Jason Chapman appeared on the scene,

what did she tell him? She said my husband gave me this.
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Now, were ﬁer actions the actions of someone who knew that
she was doing something wrong?.

She went there to the Department of Motor Vehicles
with a paper. She presented it and she waited. They
said there is a problem.

Ms. Minus said she approached her, have a seat; I've
got to look at the paperwork. NOQ,Vshe knéw-she was hold-
ing a forged'document? Did she know she was holdinc a
forged document, trying to get awavaith sometliing? .

If that's the case, wculd she have just sat down‘and
waited? Ckay. Waited for-the police tovcomeé

And when the police got there, when she seés Jason's
car pull ouf, did she say, excuse me; I've got to éo? I've
got to walk out the door? 1I've got to get something?

" No, sﬁé sat-thereland she waitéd and after a little
while she walked up and said, is there a problem? She
walked up.to them -- my husband gave me this. Is there a
problem?

She was current 6n'her~payments. Mr. Knight brought
that up because he knew I was going to bring it up. ‘Why?
She was current. H

Now, look at the dacument, the contraét, first entered.
Ms. White told you the terms, the awful terms.in that awful
contract. There are two names on the title even though the
contract says -that you have to be the owner of the title.
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The owner of the motor thicle. It's right there on
the title —-- two names,.not one. Her husband's name -- he is
not a member of the,contract; but Ms. White says that they
will be happy to take his money, so they probably weren't

in too big a hurry at a hundred. nineteen percent interest.

“Not ten or fifteen but 119 percent’interest. They were in

a hu:ry to get that back.
'So she's curfent, and she goes’there and she presents

a document. -, There is no indication she signed it. No in-

dication she signed this other .section -- no indication
of it again. ©No indication -- is it even a person? We don't ?
know.

And, you see, Ms.vDinkins doesn't have to prove a
thing. She doesn't have to prove a thing. She is here
being chargéd with this; and it's upmto the State to prove
beyond a'reasonable doubt. |

VSergeant Chapman'aléo plainly admitted.that that he
didn't send this off to SLED for the signatures to be ana-
lyzed. That might lave beed Lelpful. We don't have that
information, aﬁdtit'might.have been helpful.

There is siﬁply nofhing here to suggest that Ms.
Dinkins knowingly tried tb'defraud any persén of anything:
She was current. She stayea, she didn't leave. Nobody
saw'her sign anything. ‘

The Court will tell yoﬁ to use your common sense when
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you go back there to talking about this. Using your com-
mcn sense, why would anybody try to get away with sometting
like this?

(Portion-not audiblei

.»:That's a reasonable doubt right there. That's all you
need; and-every singlé one of you'ha; fo decide whether the
Sta#e has proved its éase beyond a reasonable‘doubt.

The Judge will tell you what the law is, and he will
tell youfdny reasonable doubt that you'have you muét give
to the Defendant. ’

rNever do any of us have to'prove anything in a crim-
inal cdse. I don't have to prove I didn't do.something.

I've gdt.papers in my pocket. Do I know Wﬁat'tﬂey're
about, do I know what they're like? I don't know. I don't

know. She said she got it from her husband. We don't know

- she didn't. We don't know who signed the papers.

‘We don't know -- there has. been absolutely no proof,
none. Even Ms., Minus on the stand -- I asked her, did she
act iﬁ a way- that her conscience'was bothering her; that
she had done something wrong, and what did she say? No.

No.

Take as long as you need to decide this case, but,
really, there is nothing here. Each and every one of you
look at this, because it takes all twelve of you on the jury,
and when you do I am confident you will come back and find
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that the State has not proven its case beyond a resaonable
doubt, and that Ms. Dinkins is not guilty < .the charge.

THE COURT:' Ladies and gentlemen, i'm pdming around
fo give you the charge on the law. |

As-I told you when we>got started here, ladies and

gentlemen; ybu'are the judges of the facts-in this caSe,
and tﬁroughout the triéi I have attempted fo not weigh into
that area. ' |

So it is‘appropriate that the Judge sits on the bench

‘away from the area whére the wiﬁnesses'are‘testifying or

giving. you the evidence because that is your job.

. We now come to the portion of this trial where you and

I are in this.together. You as the.judges of the facts,

and ﬁeﬁas the judge of the law.

‘So.I am going to givé you the ¢harge. I'm goihg to. -
read it to you verbatim-so I don't miss aﬁything.

Mr. Fdreman and mgmbérs of the jury,.you héve heard
all the evidence and heard the arguménﬁs of both parties.
I will now explain to you the law which applies to this
action;

The Ihdictment charges the Defenéant,'Eiizabeth Dinkins,
with the charge(of forgery. I remind you that tﬁe fact.
that the Defendant was arrésted, charged and indicted in

this case is not evidence in this case, and it cannot be

" construed by you as evidence of guilt in this case, nor does
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it create any presumption or inference of guilt.
The Indictment is simply the formal written instru-

ment which contains the charge made against the Defendant.

- It is the formal document by which this case 1is brought into

the'Cogrt.

Now, i will .give you a copy of these instructions in
written form to have with you in the- jury room. During
your deliberétions,'you may refe; to the instructions to
guide you in your decision-making. You must, however, con-
sider the instructions as a whole and not follow some and
ignore others. 7

The Defendant has pled not guilty to this Indictment, .
and that plea puts the burden on the State to prove the .
Defendant guilty. . A person charged‘with committing a crim-
inal offense "in Sduth Caroliha is never required to prove
him or herself innocent.

I charge you that it is‘an important rule of law that
the Defendant' in a criminal trial, no matter what the ser-
iousneés of the cfime chérged, will always be presumed to
be innocent of the crime for which the Indictment was is-.
sued, unless guilt has been proven by evideﬁce satisfying
Qou of that guilt beyond.aAreasonable doubt .

This presumption of innocence does not end when you
begin your deliberations but it accompanies.the Defendant

throughout the trial until you reach a verict of guilt
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based on-evidence satisfying you of that guilt beyond a
reasonable doubt. |

The presumption of . innocence is not a mere legal
theory It is not just a legal phrase, but it is a sub—
stantial rlght to which every Defendant is entltled unless
you, the jury, are ‘satisfied from the ev1dence of the De-
fendant's guilt beyond a reasonable doubt

The State has the burden of prov1ng the Defendant

guilty beyond a reasonable doubt.

‘,13~

Some of~you may have .served as jurors in civil cases
where you were’told that it is only necessary to'prove
a fact is more likely t¥ue than not true, such as by the
greater welght or preponderance of the evidence. |

In criminal cases, the State's proof must be more
powerful than that.x It muat be beyond a n&sonable doubt.

Proof beyond a- reasonable doubt is broof that leaves
you“firmly convinced of the Defendant's guilt; Now, there
are very few things in thie worid that we know with- abso-
lute certainty, and in criminal cases~thellaw does not re-
guire proof that overcomes every possible doubt.

1f, based on your consideration of the evidence, you
are firmly convinced that the Defendant is Quilty of the
crime charged, you must'find the Defendant guilty. If,
on the other hand, you think that there is a real possi-

bflity that the Defendant is not .guilty, then you must give
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the Defendant the benefit of the doubt and find her not
guilty. |

VI remind you that during the trial'you and I have
certain duties to perform. As the trial Jjudge, it is my
reeﬁonsibility to preside over the trial of this case, and
I also have the duty to rule on the adm1551b111ty of the
ev1dence that's offered durlng the trlal.

You are to consider only the competent”evidence that's
before you. You are to copSider only the testimony which
has been presented from this witness stand, any exhlblts
which may have been made a part of this record in thlS
case, amd any stlpulatlons of counsel.

‘I»have the additional duty to cﬁarge yodAthe law ap-
plicable to this case. As the~presiding judge, I am the

sole Jjudge of the law of this case, and it is your duty to

| accept as jurors andaapply the law as I now state it to you.

- %

A If you already have an idea as to what the law is or
what the law ought to be and it does not agree with what I
now tell you the iaw is, yod mustlabandon‘your idea because
you are—emorn to aecept the law and apply the law'exactly
as I state it to yoﬁ.

In every case that's tried in this Coutt before a jury,
the jury becomes the sole and exclu51ve judges of the facts
in a case. A trial judge cannot intimate, state, comment

on or make any statement to a trial jury about the facts in
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the case. The law does not allow me to have an opinion-
about the facts of this case. This is‘a matter solely-for
you, the jury, to determine. As jurors, it is yonr dnty
to,determine the effect, value, weight and truth of the
eviéence presented during the trial.

Necesearily, you nnst determine the credibility of_
witnessee who;have testified in this case,land credibility
simply meane‘beiievability. It'becones your duty as .jurors
toranalyze and to evaluate the evidence and determine which
etldence convinces you of its truth.

" In evaluatlng eye—w1tness testimony, you: should remem-—

ber that the State must prove the 1dent1ty of the Defendant

~as the person who committed the crime beyond a reasonable

doubt.
In determining the'believability of witnesees who have

testified in this case, you may believe one witness over
. : e - :

several witnesses or several witnesses over one witness.

You ﬁay believe a'part of the teetimony‘of'a witness
and reject the remalnlng part of the testimony of that
same w1tness, or you may belleve the testlmony of a witness
in 1ts entirety or reject the testlmony of a w1tness in its
‘entirety. ’

You may consider whether any witness has exhibited to
you any interest, bias, prejudice or other motive in the

case. You may also consider the appearance and the manner
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of a witness while ‘on the witness stand.

Now, in order to‘establish criminal liability, crim-
inal intent is required. Criminal intent must be proven
by the State beyond é reasonable doubt.

| Criminal .intent is always a matter that must be de-
termined by the jury from the circumstances surrounding
the situaﬁion, | |

' There is no way to ‘prove intent to a mathematical
Eertainty.' There is no way meaical science can dissect :a.-
person's brain- and determine what the person-had in mind,
so the laW»sayg that ériminal infent may be inferred from
the circumstances shown to have existed. . This is how you
make a determination of whether or not. the element requir-
ing intent was present.

It*ié not'necessaryAto establish intent by direct or
positive evidence, but intent may be established by infer-
ence in the same way as any other fact, by taking into
consideration the acts of the.parties and all the facts
'énd circumstances of the case.

Criminal intent is a mental state, a conscious wrong-
doing. It is up to you to determine what the Defendant
intended to do based on the circumstances sﬁown to have

existed.

87

Now, the Defendant is charged with forgery. The State

must prove beyond a reasonable doubt that the Defendant with
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the intent to defraud any person falsely made, forged
or counterfeited, or caused to be falsely made, forged or
counterfeited; or wilfully acted or assisted in the false
making, forging or counterféiting of any writing or in-
strument of writing. |

_intent”may be shown 5y'acts and conduct of the Defen-
dant and éther_circumstances from which you may :naturally
and reasonably infer intent. '

Where the Defendant is in possession of a forged in-.
strument of which the Defendant claims to be the benefi-
ciary, and applies it to.his or hég own use, there is an
inference that the Defendant forged the instrument or was
aware éf the forgery. |

'However,‘this inference is simply an evidentiary.faCt
to be bonsidered by you, along with thé other e?idence in
this case, and it is to be given.the weight that you deter-
mine it shoﬁld receive.

It is not necessary thét anyone was éCtually injured
or defrauded by the false ipstrument. The mere possibility
of injury is enough if there is an intent to defraud. .

Mr. Foreman and ladies and gentlemen of the jury, as
you retire to begin your deliberations, I wént to express
the hope that each of you will be.mindful of the import-
ance of your responsibility:

You are not called upon to serve as jurors very often,
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and the proper performance of your duty requires each of
you to reach the height of fréeing your mind of all improper
influences. You and I are acting for the community and

that is why we must see to it that the trial is fair and

‘the verdict is just.

You héve observedxthat the presiding officer of this
Court 15,51Ways addresed as Your Honor. Wéll, the reason
is not because of the person wearing this robe but that
the Court is entrusted with the'honor'of this comﬁunity,

the honor of this state, and the honor of this country, in

seeing that every case tried here receives fair and impar-

tial justice.
Now, do not get the idea-that I am trying to intimate

to you how I might think you should decide this case. As

"I have already told you, under the iaws of the Stae of South

Carolina you, the jury, are the sole judges of -all questions
of fact. It Qould be highly improper for me to influence
you in the performance of that duty.

But as the pfesiding officer of this Court, I am vit-
ally concerned that whatever verdict wu find will be the
result of your going into that jury room and confining your
consideration to the evidence and to the law that you've
heard in this Codrtroom, weighing it fairly and impartially,
as I have every confidence that you will.

Your verdict in this case cannot be based on sympathy, .
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compassion, prejudice or emotion, or somé other considera-
tion not found in the evidence. The Court is of the firm
opinion that whatever verdict you reach will represent
truth and justice for all. parties involved.

Remember, as I said earlier, your verdict must be unan-
imous. 7

1I am.now,going to explain the verdict form or the pos-
sible verdicts., - You have one of two qptions as far as your
vefdict in this case. Either the Defendant is not guilty

or the Defendant is guilty. Those are the possibilities you -

have.

Once the jury has deliberated and once you have reached
a‘unanimdus‘decisién, Mr. Foreman, if you will then just
cheék the apprbpriate spot and sign as the Forepersog.

Then knock on the doér and let the bailiff know you
have a verdict. Then we will bring you back out andAreceive
your verdicfl |

I'm going to have the exhibits collected and send‘thém
back to the jury foom with you. First, I'm going to sena
you back_there, and I'm going to ask that you not begin
your deliberations yet.

I need to ask the attorneys and make sﬁre I have not
left anything out- or that there is not anything I need to
add to the charge.

If there is something I need to correct, I will bring
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you back out and do that. If not, I will send these items

back. When you receive this notebook and these forms, that

'will be your cue to begin your deliberations.

Please, if you would, retire to your jury room.

(Jury excused from Courtroom at 2:25 P.M.)

THE COURT: All right, are there ény exceptions or
addiﬁions”to the charge from the State?

SOLICITOR: ©No, sir.

- THE COURT: Any from theIDéfeﬁse?

MR. MATTHEWS: No, sir.

THE COURT: All right, Mr. Matthews, you discussion
about knowingly is certainly‘noted for the record. Please
come up here with'Debbie and check to make sure that all
of the exhibits that came into evidence are there. Then we
will send this back.

(Jury taken exhibits and verdict form and instructed
to commence deliberations)

(Alternate juror brought out of jury room and excuséd
by the Court)

(Court stood in recess until the matter was resumed)

THElCOURT: Mr. Knight and Mr. Matthews, the Jjury has
passed out a questioh. The question I wili'read to you -~
do we -have a copy of the contract.

I have written a response, and what I've written is
the only items entered into evidence in this case were
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were the three items that you have.

‘The contract you referred to was testified to but the
document itself was not placed into evidence., You will
have to rely on youf recollection of the testimony regard-
ing*the contract.

'Is that appropriaﬁe?

_SOLICITOR: Yes, ' Your Honor.

MR. MATTHEWS: Yes,. sir.

THE CCURT:. We'll send this back there then. .

(Courﬁ‘again stood in recess until the matter was
resumed) |

THE COURT:. .I understand the jury has reached a ver-
dict. Let mé just say this. I say thisiin e?ery'gase, whe-
ther a criminal case or civil trial, so it is not~pa£tiéular
to this case. |

It is jus£ fhe‘way it haé to be, and that>is,“I don{t
know what tﬁe jury'sfverdictfis. I sit here as you all do,
and I have no idea. |

Whatéver thaf verdiCt,vaﬁd this is usually alwéyslthe
case -- one side is going to be fine with it and one side
is not going to be fine with it. Regardless of what the
verdict is, I tell everyone that the jury déserves to have
their verdict received in‘a professional manner.

Now, that doesn't mean I am asking anybody to agree
with the jury's verdict. I'm not asking.anybody to-agree
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with it. All I'm saying is thét whether you agree or not
at least it should be received in a professional manner.
So no outbursts, no emotional ‘actions or whatever.
Just allow the verdict to be received, and if you don't -
think you can do that I would ask that you remove yourself
from.the Céurtrpom. IAam very serious about that.

I héve locked peoble up -who do not follow my instruc-
tions when it comes to receiving the verdict of the jury, so
if you don't want to spend the evening in tﬁe Colleton
County Hilton here maintain your emotions or let yourself
out.

Okay['briné'the Jury.

(Jury returned to Courtroom at 3%35 P.M.)

CLERK: Mr. Foreman, have you4reéched a verdict?

FOREPERSON: Yes, maam. . o

THE COURT: All right, Madam Clerk, if you would pieasew
publish the verdict. ' '

CLERK:. indictment Number 2011 GS 15 0769, Sfae of

South Carolina versus Elizabeth Dinkins. jWe, the jury, find

" the Defendant guilty of forgery. Signed by the Foreperson,

- Brian Nash.

If this be your verdict, raise your right hands.
(Jurors raising their hands)
THE COURT: Ladies and gentleémen, I want to thank

you for your service this week.
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(Jury excused by the Court)
~THE COURT: All right, proceed. ,I'll hear from the
State as well as the Defense with regard to sentenqing..
I will do that at this time.
| You have. asked for a pre-sentence investigation, and
I ‘would réépectfully.décline to'do‘ﬁhat. .
Mr. Knight, at this time I am‘happy to hear fromﬂthe-
State,‘if.anything, with régardAto sentencing.

SOLICITOR: The Defendant has two convictions, prior

Convictioné.' One in 2009 that appearslto be forgery, petit

ldrceny, petit- larceny.

Then on October 17,. some nine days prior to this, she:

‘wasicpnvicted in Jasper County and sentenced to five years

and five years probation;,

This. is the situation, Your Honor, and this is why

‘the State called this. case. When you see someone that just .

gets probation and\thén tﬁey go out  and do it again -- it
shocked my conséience,-aithough some people wouia“say i',
don;p.have a conséience,- |

The long‘énd the,;hort of it is that it does bother
me, and I ﬁ@ink'it bothers the honest citizens of Colleton
County. ﬁ o

"I know that case'was disposed of on October 17 of
2011 4in Jaspef, and tﬁe same conduct nine days later -- I
couldn't believe it.
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THE COURT: Thank you, Mr.'Knight. I'll be happy
to hear from you and from anyone else in behalf of Ms.
Dinkins.

MR. MATTHEWS: Your Honor, Ms. Dinkins is thirty. She
was born in Beaufort but Ridgeland has always been hef home.’

She's married'to Dr. Leroy Dinkins who is the Vice
Principal of Ridgeland High School. Shé has been married
to him for the last fivg years. .

She completed high school at Jasper CdunfyiHigh

Séhool, and is enrolled in (inaudible) Technical College

of the Lowcountry.

She did spend two days in Jjail on the prior offense.
She has never Been to prison. The victim is out of no-
thing and, éf course, she has contested hef guilt aﬁd re-
mains contesting that.':

However, there really is not a victim. There's not a.
victim because there was no criminél intent. It never ac-
tually went through. If it had gone through there would have
been a yictim~out some Four Thousand One Hundred Dollars.

The lien would have been satisfied, but the debt would
have remained, so there are always civil femedies;

Title Max has the car so if.they are oﬁt anyﬁhing»on
this hundred and nineteéﬁ percent loan, I'm unaware of it.
They might be out some interest.

THE COURT: I know you asked about the hundred and
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nineteen percent loan, but, guess what? I heard no tes-
timony that someone held a gun to their head and made them
take that loan at 119 percent. |

MR. MATTHEWS: She's got three children, eight years
old; fivé years old, two years old. Her father is here. Dr.
Qipkins is>hére. She is askihg the Court for whatever mercy
it can find.

| (Portion not audible)

Retribution for a thirty“year 0ld -- ninety days would
probably be plenty, but,whatéver the Court orde;s(-— the
jury has spoken.

I would ask the Court to consider.that she ié the
mbther of three and shé has a loving father with her, a lov-
ing husband with her.

There is no restitution. The only victim I guess

would be society as a whole, and I would ask the Court to

take that. into consideratiqn and givé her the lightest pos-
sible sentencé. |
Thank you.
THE COURT: Ms. Dinkins, anything you wish to say?
It's not required but I'd be happy to hear from you.
DEFENDANT: I just_Want to say I'm truiy éorry. I
ask the Court to have mercy in sentencing.
THE COURT: I don't understand but there is a lot in
this world I don't understand.
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She ééems like a very inﬁelligent young lady, and I'm
Eonfident you are. That doesn't mean -- there are a lot
of iﬁtelligent people that make bad décisions. Typically,
intelligent folks leafn from their mistakes, and you'are
jusﬁ;-- six'days béfore you do this, you are actually in
Cour£ on ahother-mattef, getting the mercy of the Court
and being.placed on probation. | |

.I don't know anyﬁhing about the facts-of thét'case but
the fact that I'm told there's a breach of trust tells me ﬁ
you are -- the nature of that is you were éntrusted‘with
something of value and you breached that trust.

Theq you turn right around and do th%s. I think that
there may bé an issue here that you neeé fb deal with., I
think there are any number of reasons but I don't know.

Did you serve any time in jail on that charge?»

DEFENDANT: 'Overnight.

. THE COﬁRT: On Indictment 2011 GS 15 0769, the sen-
tence of the‘Courtris that you be committed to the South
Carolina Department of Corrections for a period of two
years.

You will be given credit for any time served.

Good luck to you, maam.
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CERTIFI CATE

I, HARRIET P. BENNETT,iOfficial Court Reporter  for
South Caroiina“Court Administration, do hereby certify that
the foregoing Transcript wés pre?éred from the records
of Deborah Everett.to the Sest of myjability, having been
heard’in the Court of General Sessions.fof.éblletonlCOunty
on'JAnuary 31 and February 1, 2012.

FURTHER, I éertify that I am néithérQofikin nor of
counsel ‘to any party tq this action, nor do I have any
interest in the same.

March 18, 2013
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WITNESSES
B. Sweat

DOCKET NO. 2011GS1500769

County of Colleton

The State.of South Carolina |

ARREST WARRANT NUMBER
1863144

% i i :
g COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS

November Term 2011

October 27, 2011
ACTION OF GRAND JURY

VERDICT

Foreperson of Petit Jury
Date:

INDICT

’
-

4
N THE STATE
VS.
_ Elizabeth Dinkins
indictment for

.Forgery / Forgery, value less than.$5,000

SC Code: 16-13-0010(B)(2)
CDR Code:2427

]
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA) INDICTMENT
: ) -
COUNTY OF COLLETON ) » 2011GS1500769

At a Court of General Sessions, convened on November 17, the Grand Jurors of
Colleton County present upon their oath:

Forgery / Forgery, value less than $5,000

. That in Colleton Counly, South Carolina, on or about October 26, 2011, the Defendant, Elizabeth Dinkins, with

intent to defraud, falsely did make, forge, counterfeit or cause or procure to be falsely made, forged, or counterfeited

- a writing, or knowingly did utter and publish as true a forged, false or counterfeited writing, or did act or assist in

any of the foregoing, to wit: the Defendant did forge the name of the manager of Title Max of Hampton on a

Satisfaction of Title Lien to Department of Motor Vehicles and did receive the sum of none; all in violatidn of

Section16-13:10, Code of Laws  of South Carolina, (1976, as amended) *

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the statute m such case made and prov1ded.

q@%%m

Isaac M. Stone
Solicitor
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SIA L UP DUULH CAKULIIYA ) 1N 1AL CUUKL UF GENERAL DEIDIUND
COUNTY OF Colleton ; A 101
STATE o VS. \ INDICTMENT/CASE#: 2011GS1500769
: Elizabeth Dinkins ) A/WiH: 1863144
KA: ) Date of Otfense: _10/26/2011
Race: B Sex: F Age: 30 ) S.C.Code § : _16-13-0010(B)2)
DOB: SS#. ) CDR Code#: _ 2427
‘Address: : )
City.State,Zip: - |
DL#: SIDF: { SENTENCE SHEET
*CDL Yes[ ] No[ ] CMV Yes|[ | No[ ] Hazmat Yes[ ] Nol—] .
In dispositi f the said indictment comes now the Defendant who was - JZ_[ CONVICTED OF or [[JPLEADS
TO: ; Ovg €y .
! 7
in violation of § 16-13-0010(B)(2) of the S.C. Code of Laws, bearing CDR Code # 2427
g. NON-VIOLENT [J VIOLENT [}SERIOUS { JMOST SERIOUS [“JMandatory GPS(CSC [1§17-25-45 .
- w/minor st or Lewd Act)
The charge is: _JR.As Indicted, []Lesser Included Offense. [ ]Defendant Waives Presentment to Grand Jury. (dcfendant's initials)
The plea is: {"JWithout Negotiations or Recommendation, {71 Negotiated Sentence,” [ ] Recommendation by the Statc.
ATTEST:

Knight, Steve SC Bar# Defendant Attorney for Defendant SC Bar#
WHEREFORE, the Defendant is commited to the W(Stntc Department of Corrections, [] County Detention Center,
for a determinate term of cg Py or [} underthc Youthful Offender Act not to cxceed years
and/or to pay a fine of § ; provide@that upon the service of days/momhs/ycars and/or payment .
of § ; plus costs and asscssments as applicable*; the balance is suspended with probation  for

months/years and subject to South Carolina Department of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services standard conditions of
probatlon, which arc incorporated by reference.

CONCURRENT or {71 CONSECUTIVE to sentence on:
d The Defendant is to be given credit for time served pursuantto S.C. Code § 24-13-40to be calculatcd and applied
by the State Department of Corrections. Gl Qﬂ s Tz Sernf .
[ TheDefendant is to be placed on the Central Registry of Child Ahuse and Neglect pursuant to S.C. Code §17-25-135.

Pursuant to 18 U.S.C Section 922,it is unlawful for a person convicted of a violation of Section 16-25-20 or 16-25-65 (Criminal
Domestic Violence ) to ship,transport,possess,or receive a firearm or ammunition.

SPECIAL CONDITIONS:
E]RESTITUTION: [[] Deferred [ ] Def. Waives Hearing {Jordered  PTUP
Total: §_ ~ plus20%fee: ¢ ___ days/hours Public Service Employment
Payment Terms: . Obtain GED M )
[] Setby SCDPPPS Attend Voc. Rehab. or Job Corp.
— May scrve W/E begining
Recipient: Substance Abuse Counseling ]
e :
Fine: . $ Random Drug/Alcohol testing 0
§ 14-1-206 (Assessments 107.5 %) $ Fine may be pd. in equal, consccutive weekly/monthly
§ 14-1-211(A)(1) (Conv. Surcharge) $100 S JOO 0O pmts. of $ beginning
§ 14-1-211(A)(2) (DUI Surcharge) “s100 § $ . - Fund
§ 56-5-2995 (DUI Assessment) $12 3 —_ paid to Public Defender Fun
§ +56-1-286 (DUI Breath Test) $5 Other:
Proviso 47.9 (Public Def/Prob) $500 h)
§ 14-1-212 (Law, Enforce. Funding) $25 $ 28.00
8 14-1-213 (Drug Court Surcharge) $150 $
§ 50-21-114(BUI Breath Test Fee) $50 $
§ 56-5-2942(J) (Vehicle Asscssment) $40/ca  § [] Appointed PD or appointe s
Proviso 90.5 (SCCJA Surcharge) $5 $ 500 § 47.12 requires $500 bc g
3% to County  (if paid in installments) $ 2.90 during probation.
TOTAL $ /133.9pD

Clerk of Court/ Dzputy Clesk f

Court Reporter:
SCCA/217 (037201 1)

Sentence Date: A~ |~ jﬁ[_&____
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CERTIFICATE OF COUNSEL FOR APPELLANT

Counsel for appellant certifies that this Record on Appeal contains all material proposed to
be included by any of the parties and not any other material .and that this Record on Appeal
complies to the best of my ability, with the August 13, 2007, order from the South Carolina
Supreme Court entitled “Interim. Guidance Regarding Personal Data Identifiers and Other
~ Sensitive Information in Appellate Court Filings.”

a_ ¢

Carmen V. Ganjehsani
Appellate Defender

February 21%, 2014 -

South Carolina. Commission on Indigent Defense
Division of Appellate Défense

PO Box 11589 »

Columbia, S. C. 29211-1589

(803) 734-1330

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT

*
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE COURT OF APPEALS

Appeal from Colleton County

Thomas A. Russo, Circuit Court Judge

THE STATE,

-RESPONDENT,

" ELIZABETH M. DINKINS,

APPELLANT

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that a true copy of the Record on ‘Appeal in the above referenced case has been

served upon Julie Kate Keeney, Esquire, at Rembert Dennis Buildiﬁg, 1000 Assembly Street, Room -

519, Columbia, SC 29201, this 21*' day of February, 2014;

el %g/

Brandon Hall
- Administrative Specialist,

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me

. st . . ) : .
this 21> day of February, 2014. : ‘ R E@EWED

~ | (L8 FER 27 2010 -

‘Notary Public for South Carolina
My Commission Expires: July 3, 2023.

- 8C Cour 61 ~gpeals

L'.



