TOBEROFF & ASSOCIATES, P.C.

A PROFESSIONAL CORFORATION

Exhbit C

22337 PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY #348
MALIBU, CALIFORNIA 80265
Tel: (310) 246-3333; Fax: {310) 246-3101

mtoberoff @ toberoffandassociates.com

September 23, 2013

Via E-mail and U.S. Mail .

Scott McDowell

Senior Vice President and

Head of Legal & Business Affairs
Wamer/Chappell Music, Inc.
10585 Santa Monica Blvd.

Los Angeles, CA 90025

Re: James Brownf[‘erminations under the Copyright Act

Dear Mr. McDowell:

We represent James Brown’s children, Terry L. Brown, Larhonda Waller, Deanna Brown
Thomas, Yamma Brown, Venisha Brown, Jeanette Mitchell Bellinger and Cinnamon Nicole
Parris, and James Brown’s grandchild, Sarah LaTonya Fegan a.k.a. Tonya Brown (collectively,
the “Heirs”), who are believed to constitute all or a super-majority of James Brown’s statutory
heirs entitled to exercise termination rights under 17 U.S.C. §304. On the Heirs' behalf, we will
be serving Warner/Chappell Music and others, in the near future, with statutory notices of
termination regarding Mr. Brown’s music.

The Heirs are informed and believe that Tomi Rae Hynie and James Brown, Jr., acting as James
Brown’s putative surviving spouse and child, respectively, have served purported notices of
termination regarding his musical compositions (the “Tomi Rae Termination”). The Heirs are
further informed and believe that the Tomi Rae Termination is being handled by a representative

of the Estate of James Brown, despite the glaring conflicts of interest that this would appear to
entail.

This letter is to notify Warner/Chappell Music that the Heirs vigorously contest the validity of

the Tomi Rae Termination and the standing of Tomi Rae Hynie and James Brown, Ir. to serve
any notices of termination under the Copyright Act regarding James Brown’s music.
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The Heirs’ claim is based, without limitation, on the well-known fact that when Ms. Hynie
purported to marry James Brown in December 2001 she was already married to Javed Ahmed
(since 1997). The Heirs contend that this rendered her 2001 marriage void, and that the 2004
default judgment thereafter obtained by Ms. Hynie from a South Carolina family court, annulling
her marriage to Mr. Ahmed, did not resuscitate Ms. Hynie’s 2001 marriage to Mr. Brown
pursuant to the recent on-point decision of the South Carolina Supreme Court in Lukich v.
Lukich, 379 §.C. 589, 592 (2008)(“The question is whether the []2003 annulment order declarin g
Wife's first marriage void ab initio relates back so as to validate her purported 1985 marriage.”
“While an annulment order relates back in most senses, it does not have the ability to validate the
bigamous second {1985] ‘marriage.””).

Furthermore, Ms. Hynie’s default judgment in Tomi Rae Hynie v. Javed Ahmed has no claim or
issue preclusion effect on the Heirs as they were not parties to that action, and, in any event, the
purported findings of fact and conclusions of law in that default judgment have no issue
preclusion effect because such issues do not appear to have been “actually litigated” on the
merits. See State v. Bacote, 331 S.C. 328, 330-31 (1998) (*In the context of a default judgment,
collateral estoppel or issue preclusion does not apply because an essential element of that
doctrine requires that the claim sought to be precluded actually have been litigated in the earlier
litigation.”). The Heirs’ challenge to James Brown, Jr. is based, among other things, on his
refusal to take a simple Court-supervised DNA test verifying that he is James Brown’s child.

Please be further advised that these essential legal matters will be the subject of pending
litigation in the South Carolina courts or in an alternative forum.

We hope to keep you well advised as this process marches towards a resolution. In the
meantime, the Heirs and T look forward to an amicable relationship with Warner/Chappel Music
regarding their statutory termination interests, and the future of James Brown’s music. '

Very truly yours,

Lo anerr T T
SET L
Marc Toberoff

cc: Kelly Burnett via E-maii, Senior Director, Legal & Business Affairs
Warner/Chappell Music, Inc.
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