The South Carolina Court of Appeals

In re: The Estate of James Brown a/k/a James Joseph
Brown

Michael Deon Brown; James Curtis, Jane Doe and John
Doe Numbers I, 11, III, and IV, and Adele Pope,
Appellants,

V.

James B., Terry Brown, Tommie Rae Hynie Brown, and
David Sojourner, Jr., Respondents. * *

Appellate Case No. 2014-000794

ORDER

Adele Pope has filed a notice of appeal from the following orders of the circuit
court:

(1)Order of February 7, 2014, determining parties to severed omitted spouse
claim, elective share claim, and pretermitted child claim (Case No. 2008-CP-
02-1647);

(2) Order of January 8, 2014, dismissing cross-claims of Cinnamon Nicole
Parris and LaRhonda Pettit without prejudice (Case No. 2008-CP-02-1647);

(3) Order of December 16, 2013, severing omitted spouse claim, elective share
claim, and pretermitted child claim (Case No. 2008-CP-02-1647); and

(4)Form Orders of February 26, 2014, and March 10, 2014, denying Pope's
motions to alter, amend, and vacate orders dismissing heirs of James Brown
and others from proceedings of James B. and Tommie Rae Hynie.

Pope signs her notice of appeal as "Attorney for Appellants." However,

"Appellant” Michael Deon Brown's attorney, David B. Bell, has notified this Court
that Pope does not represent Michael Deon Brown and he asks that his client's



name be removed from the caption of this appeal.' As to the remaining
"Appellants,” they are not parties to Case No. 2008-CP-02-1647. In fact, the
circuit court's administrative orders of June 13, 2013,* remove Pope from all James
Brown Estate and Trust litigation, specifically including Case No. 2008-CP-02-
1647, noting any litigation regarding Pope's fee petition will be assigned a separate
case number. Because "[o]nly a party aggrieved by an order, judgment, sentence
or decision may appeal" and an appeal may only be taken "as provided by law[]
from final judgment, appealable order or decision," this appeal is dismissed. Rule
201, SCACR (emphasis added); see also Nance v. Nationwide Ins. Co., 273 S.C.
617,619, 258 S.E.2d 105, 106 (1979) ("An appeal filed by one who has ceased to
be a party to a suit is a mere nullity." (internal quotation marks and citation
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cc:

Adele Jeffords Pope, Esquire
Robert N. Rosen, Esquire
Albert P. Shahid, Jr., Esquire
John Fisher Beach, Esquire
David B. Bell, Esquire

! We further question whether Pope represents James Curtis, Jane Doe and John
Doe Numbers I, II, III, and IV. In her filings, Pope contends she is filing the
appeal as a "proposed guardian ad litem" and as "Creditor/Proponent of the Will of
James Brown." We note that nothing in our file indicates Pope has been appointed
as the guardian ad litem for any of the "Appellants."”

> The administrative orders were issued in response to our supreme court's decision
in Wilson v. Dallas, 403 S.C. 411, 743 S.E.2d 746 (2013). Pope's appeal from
these orders, appellate case number 2013-001649, is currently pending before this
court.




