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2010.

THE COURT: All right.

MR. MELLARD: 1It's an incident report for unlawful
communication.

THE COURT: 1Is it a conviction or was that just a
charge?

MR. MELLARD: It was a charge, Your Hoqor.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR, MELLARD: Mr. Morton was listed as the suspect in
this case. These are complaints about text messaging that‘
was done about 10 months before this incident took place.

THE COURT: To the victim?

MR. MELLARD: Wéll, that's what he says, yes, ma'am. T
will tell the court that we have seen no text messages. We
have seen no pictures. This is just an allocation that was
made. It was reported to police but to my knowledge no
action was taken. It is our position that this stuff, this
is just an allegation that was méde. It was reported to
police but to my knowledge no action was taken no, no
arrests wére made. Our position is that at the time of this
Stuff, Mr. Morton was married to the allege victims new
wife. So this was done during the divorce;period when
emotions were very high. It is our position that they don't
have a text, they do not have thé pictures and it's -- it's

double hearsay is what it is. We ask -- it's not relevant
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to this particular case and number two it's an evidentiary

matter that should not be let in.

THE COURT: All right. I'm assuming you're looking at
this from a 404 (b) exception; is that éorrect?

MR. SORENSON: Yes, ma'am, and kind of really what I'd
like to be able to get into through deep victim, obviocusly,
a background from him and his wife about, you know, about
when they got married and when Mrs. Robinson was married to

Mr. Morton and the fact that there was some animosity when

Vthey got together, where he was not happy with that and had

made threats over a period of time to Mr. Morton leading up
to this incident that allegedly occurred on November 7,
2011.

THE COURT: So what exception of 404 (b)are you wanting
to use, and, as you know, if it'é not a result of a
conviction it has fo be able to be proven by clear and
convincing evidence.

MR. SORENSON: Yes, ma'aml

THE COURT: So --

MR. SORENSON: And I would concede, I mean the only
specific witness I would have would bé the victim, Mr.
Robinson, testified that he had received -- and I'm not even
certain, at this point in time, if I want‘to even get into
the specifics, but other than just given the fact that Mr.

Morton had threatened him in the past, I think is what I'd
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like to get into. I think that would go to show malice,

basically. I mean, he had threatened him in the past and I
had kind of planned on leaving-it. at. that and .obviously if
he takes stand, I made basically change what I specifically
want to get into.

THE COURT: So, what are we looking at? Are you
looking at and motive, are you looking at intent?

MR. SORENSON: T believe it would be intent would be
the exception under 404 (b).

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. SORENSON: Would be dealing with his intent.

THE COURT: All right.

MR. MELLARD: We even say that it's not an intent per
se. This was during a divorce action. This is not some sort
of a threat he made —— number one, we don't even know if he
was the person who sent the text. I mean, we note the text
came but we don't know that -- what phone they came from. We
don't have any of that kind of stuff. So it's a matter of

THE COURT: I'm hearing Mr. Sorenson say that he's not
spécifically using that. incident,. that he just wants to be
able to show intent in the case and that he had threatened
him in the past. Is that correct?

MR. SORENSON: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: So not necessarily ~—~ no one is going to
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introduce the police report to say he had gotten threatening
text from him in the past; is that correct?

MR. SORENSON: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: 1Is that when I understand you are saying?

MR. MELLARD: It would be my position that they can't
say that it came from his phone, Mr. Morton. It might have
come from a phone that is similar to his, but they can't say
that it comes from Mr. Morton's. It could be somebody else
or are his --

THE COURT: Well he can say that he received, and T say
he, the vicéim, =~ the victim can say that he was threatened
by who he believes to be Mr. Morton, coming from Mr.
Morton's cell phone, threatening him. I think that's fair
game. That does show intent. I don't know how else he's
going to show malice in this case.

MR. MELLARD: Well, it would be our position that the
state of mind some 10 months before this incident does not
show malice at the time of this incident.

.THE COURT: All right. Well, respectfully I think
under 404(b) is exactly what it's designed for. This is not
a character issue as to your client. This goes to prove
intent. This was not an accident, this was not a mistake.
My understanding, according to the attorneys when you all
came back in office today, apparently the victim was able

to, when this alleged incident occurred, was able to
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restrain the defendant and kept him they are. This is not
necessarily an identity issue; is that correct? |

MR. MELLARD: That is correct.

THE COURT: All right. Respectfully, I also think it
is relevant.'Clearly; he can —- I think the probative wvalue
outweighs the prejudice under 403. So I'm going to allow
it.

MR. MELLARD: The next thing that we were handed is an

accident report about malicious injury to personal property.

" I'm going to hand you a copy of that. This was a report

that was made a couple of months before this incident. If
the court will notice the suspect is unknown. It's our
position that they can't prove the defendant is the person
who did whatever act they're claiming in this report. It's
also our view that this would go to-character, not any sort
of identity orAiO or anything like that. Common scheme or
plan; Nothing like that. So it's our pesition that it
shouldlnot comé in for those reasons, Your Honor.

MR. SORENSON: Again, what I would be seeking to get in
this kind of along the same lines of the threatening
messages that he received was that in the months leading up
to this incident in November, basically they'd had a whole
bunch of stuff geing on. I mean, they'd had tires slashed,
sugar putting their gas spike of their vehicle. Ultimately

leading to the point in time where they ended up putting a
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did the two of y’all get married?
A August 2, 2011.
0 August 2, 2011 Let me ask you this, do you know the
defendant Jeffrey Morton?
A Yes. Yes.
Q Okay. And what relation is the defendant; Mr, Morton,
to your current wife, Jackie? | -
A | Her ex-husband.
Q Okay. And do you know when they gof divorced?
A I think it was around June ;; June of 2010.
Q And let me ask you, do you and Ms. Roblnson have any
chlldren together?

Yes, sir, we do. We have a son.

Okay. ‘How old is your son?’

A
]
A My son  is two months.
Q Two months?

A Correct, sir.

Q And how about -- do you know how many children does
your wife have with Mr. Morton?

Two twins.

Okay.

Twin girls.

And how old are they now?

They’'re 11.

© P 0O ¥ O

Okay. And who has custody of those twin girls?
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A My wife,
Q They live with you and your wife?
A Yes, sir.
Q How long have they lived with you and your wife?
A It’s going on two years, now.
Q Okay. Did she have custody from the time that she

separated from Mr. Morton?
A Correct. Correct.
Q- Okay. All right. Now, back in November, 2011, some 10
months or so ago, did you have a gooed felationéhip with Mr.
Morton?
A . We had no relationship at all.
0 Now, were you aware during that time period leading up
to November, 2011, whether he had madé some threats towards
you?
A Correct. He did.
MR. MELLARD: And, Your Honor, we would object.to that;
THE COURT: Okay. Overruled.
BY MR. SORENSON:
Q Now, back in November, 2011, Mr. Morton, (sic) where
were you living at that time, sir? ‘
A In 20112
Q Yes. Back when this happened, last November?
A At 776 Kings Road Apartment —-
0

Okay. And showing you State’s Exhibits No. 7, 8, 9,
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Q As you testified earlier that camera was present back
on the night of November 7, 20112
A Yes. .Correct.
Q Did you have any other cameras outside your apartment,
Mr. Morton, (sic)?
A What I did was I had cameras at the front at the top.
If you look over the room --
Q Let me show you that picture and you can kind of point
out where.
A The room at the top corner here, at the top corner of
the building. I had a camera up there first and the camera
got cut and so I had to put it in the inside.

Initially you put one up here?

That was the first camera that was initially added.

Q
A
Q What happened to that camera?
A It got cut. Someone came and cut it.

Q Cut the camera or —--~ A

A Cut the cord, you know, to keep it from actually
working. So instead of me putting it back again, I put it
up to be a dwrmy and used the one in the window. I never

initially put another one up. I just left it like that and

put one on the inside.

Q Now, the initial camera was on the outside?
A It was initially -- the initial camera was on the
outside.
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in I'11 just go ahead and eat and take a shower and go from

.there. That particular morning, what I did that night when

I got home, I actually took a shower. I got off at 10:45, I
drove —- I got home probably about 11:20. I took a shower.
When I got home my wife, the kids, everybody was asleep. I
didn’t bother to wake them up. I took a shower and I ate.

I laid on the couch until about 2:00 o’clock. About 2:00
o’clock I got a little tired and so then I laid in the bed

beside her. 4:00 o’clock her alarms go off. So when the

" alarm went off I got up. Normally, I usually get up and

just flip the TV and check the weather or walk outside. So
this particulér morning I walked outside. When I walked
outside that’s Qhen I heard a personlbehind —— I never knew
who it was, I heard a person behind the vehicles,‘but he

just jumped —- YOu know when you startle somebody it’s like

"a noise on the pavement. So I was like, who’s that, like

that, and he ducked down.  An individual was Jjust ducking

down. T never knew, you know, it was Mr. Morton at that

~time. Only thing I know is like I was busy having vehicles

damaged and however it was, I wasn’t about to try to just
let the person get away. So what I did was, I reached down
to try to get a brick or something in my hand. So what I
did was, I said, I called ny wife and I said, call 911. 1
said, call 911. The person looked like they was going to

run and on the back end of the vehicle they kept moving to
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the side back and forth. So the person, you know, I said,
what you doing. And it was like, you know, he was getting
hisself set. But I let him -- You know, I didn’t rush right
then, I was jﬁst sitfing there. I was like -~ so I was like
—— when I turned around then I said, get my'gun. When I
said, get my gun, that’s when the individual rushed —- the
individual rushed between the two vehicles I used my force
when he was running‘to launch him aéross me. So I grabbed
him, I grabbed him up and when I gfabbed him, that’s when

the individual stuck me in the side. When I threw him over

my head he hit the apartment and we tussled and he jugged me

again. By that time, we were tussling and I got the‘—— I
wrestled the person all the way back to the window where you
can see the camera. That’s when I looked and I seen it was
Jeffrey Morton. I was like, you came all the way over here
to stab me. VAll he was saying was -- he was out of breath.’
He was like, I’m going to jail. I'm going fo jail. When I
get out I'm going to kill you. My family. At that

particular time only thing I could do was just hold him and

'restrain him. I didn’t think to try to get back at him or

do anything or whate&er like that. My that time, God was
actually talking to me, like, let him live. Let him live,.
Just hold him. By that time the Cops came. They cops came
and told him, you know, drop the knife, drop the knife.

Q Who had the knife at that point in time?
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A At that parficular time Mr. Morton had the knife and I

had his hand at that particular time. The officer airived
and I had him up against the window that’s beside of the
apartment. At that particular time the officer arrived and
tell him to drop the knife. |

Q Okay. Did they take him into custody at that time?

A Yes. They took him into custody. What they did was,
when they told him to drop the knife, you knoﬁ; they made

him get on the ground. When he got on the ground, they

- turned him around and, you know, put his hand and they

handcuffed him. By that time they was walking him up to the
backside or the front of the vehicles. The other officer
was arriving and it was like, what’s going on here. And I
said that the victim came to stab my tires, and at that
partioular‘time thatfsvwhen he come out and said, no, I
didn’t come to stab your tires, I éame to take care of you.
And the officer said, oh, so you’re going to séy that in
front of ué?_ And it went from there. From that time they
took me in the ambulance and took pictures of me and took me
to the hospital.

Q@  Let me show you, you talked about when you first came
out_that you heard somebody and saw somebody kind of behind
your vehicles. 1In State’s Exhibit No. 10, kind of point out
where you'’re talking about?

A When I came out the door I was. standing on the corner.
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-- that right there? ‘

Correct.

And you said he got you again?

PO o O

In my shoulder. After I flipped him over we was
tussling and he stabbed me again. ‘

Q Okay.

A By that time I got a chance to restrain him and hold
him. o ‘

Q You said earlier that when the cbés got thefe and

festrained him and all thét, the ambulance ultimately come?

A .. Correct.

Q Did they take a couple 6f pictures of you there before
you'left? . 7 |

A . Correct.

Q All right. 1’11 éhow you State’s Nos. 2, 3 and 4 and

A Yes, sir, I do.

Q f Are those the photographs that were taken of you that

A Correct, sir.

MR. SORENSON: At this time, we’d offer State’s 2, 3,
and 4.

MR. MELLARD: Your Honor, we’d renew our objection to

No. 2.

THE COURT: Thank you. The other two are fine; correct?




10

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
- 18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25’

(3

State v. Morton 9/18/12 - 9/19/12 104
I didn’‘t know he had anything in his hand at all.

Until after you got.locked up together?

After he done stabbed me with it the first time.
Gotcha.

Then he stabbed me again.

Where —-- well, let me ask you this, Mr. Robinson, the

0P 0 ¥ p©

persdn that rushed you, that stabbed you -in the abdomen,
stabbed you in. the back, that you got the mask off and
detained for the cops; do you see him here in the courtroom?
A I sure do.
Q  Point him out for the jury, please?
A Jeffrey Moitonf Right there.

MR. SORENSON:'Your Honor, let the record‘reflect he’s
identified the defendant.

THE COQURT: Thankiyou.

BY MR. SORENSON:

0 And Mr. Robinson you testified earlier that they had
taken you to the hospital when the ambulance came?
Correct.

Where did they take you?.

Orangeburg Hospital,

The Regional Medical Cénter here in Orangeburg?
Correct.

And you’re aware of what kind of injuries you suffered?

A eI B -

What they were saying was, they kept me because I had
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getting the phone and calling 911, I went to the door and

that’s when I seen him and Jeffrey like —- I guess fhey was
tussling with each other. .

QL Prior to that, when you heard Dwayne, your husband,
vell for you to call 911, where were you at at that point in
time?

A I was in the bed. I was in the bed.

Q Now, do you have any idea prior to you walking up to
the front, do you have any idea what ‘had happened outside?
a No, sir. Well, when he went out there, obviously, I
thought somebody was robbing‘the house/or did something. I

just heard him say 911. When'I got there he said call, I

got stabbed.

0 So you heard -- did you ultimately -- you obviously
called 9112

A I called 911.

Q ' Did the police show up?
A Yes, sir.
Q . Okay. Did you have an opportunity while you were

waiting for the police, did you have an opportunity to see
who was outside with your husband?

A It was Jeffrey.

Q Okay. That’s your ex-husband, the defendant?

A Yes, sir.
Q

And did you see, at that point in time, whether your
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Q After the cops came did you see at that point in time
that your husband had been injured?
A Yes, sir.

Q And did he end up ultimately going somewhere that
night?
A He went to the hospital.

Q Okay. Let me ask you this, your husband testified
earlier, about State’s Exhibit No. 11, about this camera
that was in the window?

Yes, sir.

What room is that?

My daughters room.

Your daughters?
. Yes, sir.

Was that camera there back in November of last year?

Yes, sir.

o ¥ OO PO PO M

Did you have an opportunity that night to observe that
camera, kind of after the fact at all?

A After the incident happened?

Q Yes, ma’an.

A After the incident happened, I just seen that piece of

paper that was on the ground.

Q So there was a piece of paper on the ground?
A Yeah,
Q Where was it that you saw that?
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A I seen that when he went to the -- on my way going to
the emergency room that morning.
Q Prior to y’all going to bed that night did you —- was

there a piece of paper taped up to that window that you had

observed?
A No, sir.
Q Let me ask you this, Ms. Robinson, do you remember how

your ex-husband was dressed when you saw him outside that
apartment that morning?
A No, sir. I don’t.
Q Okay. That would be all I’d have, Ms. Robinson.
Answer any questions Mr. Mellard or Ms. Hinds might have for
you.
JACKIE ROBINSON - CROSS-EXAMINATION
BY MS. HINDS:
Q Thank you, Ms. Robinson. I'11 try to be brief. I just
want to get a couple of things clarified.
A Yes, ma’am.
0 Your testimony was that on the date in question that

Mr. Robinson got up and went to the door; correct?

A Yes, ma’am.

Q And you’re, at that point in time, you’re still in the
bed?

A Yes, ma’am.

Q Asleep, awake?




10
11

12

13

14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21

23

24

25

(1

State v. Morton 9/18/12 - 9/19/12 127

simultaneously. Him slightly ahead of me.

Q . Okay. Describe for the jury when you pulled up on that
scene at "; what it was that you and —- who was
the other officer who was kind of right with you?

A Deputy Smith. Deputy Terrance Smith.

Q Okay. Describe for the jury kind of what it was that
you came upon when you got out there?

A Well, we immediately observed two black males

struggling. One was covered in blood and the other one was

- armed with a knife. The subject put the knife -- he was

- ordered to drop it. At that point we drew our ‘weapons and

ordered him to drop the weapon.

Q0 And at that point in time did he drop the weapon?

A He did. .

Q  Who was that individual who had the knife when you
first got there?

A He was. later identified as the defendant. -

Q Okay. Mr. Morton, Jeffrey Morton? |

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay, and do you recall how Mr. Morton —-— describe for
the jury, you indicated that the two of them were kind of
locked up with each other?

A Yes, sir.

Q And describe for the jury how Mr. Morton was dressed

when y’all got there?
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A He was dressed in all black, had on gloves,

Q Okay. Did you observe whether he had anything on his

head at tH§% Poiftt in ¥ime when y’all got there? ‘ '

A No. | ' |

Q Subsequent to that did y’all ultimately find something

out there that was pointed out as him having had on his

head?

A Yes, sir. We discovered a black ski mask laYing in the
grass.

Q - Okay. Was that in the vicinity of where the two of

them were locked up when you got there?

A  Yes, sir. /

Q And Qhat then was done with'Mr.-Mortoh?

A He was detained. He was detained and they wérev
separated. _ |

Q Okay. At that point in time did y’all kind of ask Mr.
Robinson what was going on? V

A We did. |

Q Okay. And what, if anything, did he tell you?

A That the defendant was there to slice his tires.

Q Okay. And where was Mr. Morton at when Mr. Robinson
was telling that you y’all?

A He was out towards the parking lot, towards the front
of his wvehicle.

Q Okay. And at that point in time, did Mr. Morton, did
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you overhear him respond at all to those comments by Mr.
Robinson?

A I did.

e And what —- tell the jury what Mr. Morton’s response

was at that point in time?

A That he didn’t come to stab his tires, he came to stab
him.

o} And did you all document that -~

A I did.

Q - -- night in your reports?

A Yes, sir.

Q And you had indicated that Mr. Robinson said there were

two individuals, one of them holding a knife who you’ve
identified as the defendant. Describe the other individual
out there that he was locked up with?

A I recall the man had on a white t-shirt. It was
covered with blood.

Q I’11 show you State’s Exhibit No. 2. Is that the
photograph that was taken out there that night of him?

A Yes, sir.

Q That would be Mr. Robinson?

A That’s correct.

Q Okay. Now, ultimately where there other officers that
responded out there? |

A There was.
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A Yes, sir. T observed the subject dressed in all black

with a knife in his hand and the other subject without any

weapons, which had on a white t-shirt.

when you observed one of them being armed?

A With on of the subjects being armed we drew out
weapons, demanded the subject drop the weapoﬁ. Eventually
the subject did and the subject was detained. h

Q Okay. Let me show you what’s been marked as State’s
Exhibit No. 17; do you recognize that item?

Yes, sir.

Okay. What is that item?

It appears to be a pocket knife.

Okay. Where is that item from?

A o

It appears to be ;he knife the subject had in his hand,
the subject that had on all black clothes.

Q Okay. And the person that had on all black and had the
knife in his hand, is he in the. courtroom?

Yes.

Okay. Can you point him out for the jury?

It’s going to be Mr. Morton.

Mr. Morton?

Yes.

(O A oI B - T

Jeffrey Morton. So this is the knife that when you

first arrived on the scene he had in his hand?
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that night?

A Yes. Yes, he was arrested.

o) You indicated that he was dressed all in black. Did
you ultimately find or were you told that he had something
on his head, initially. |

A Upon speaking with the victim, he advised that the
subject was dressed in all black with a ski mask on and
during the scuffle he pulled off the ski mask.

Q . Okay. And did you find a ski mask on the ground out
there in the vicinity of where they were tussling ﬁhen you
arrived? ‘

A Yes, we did.

o] Okay. Showing you State’s Exhibit No. 6, is that a
picture of it on the ground?

A That’s correct.

0] And showing you State’s Exhibit No. 18. TIs that the
item? Yes, sir, it is.

0 You documented that on the bag that you collected it

in?
A Yes, sir.
Q Okay.

MR. SORENSON: Your Honor, at this time we’d offer
State’s Exhibit Nos. 6 and 18 into evidence?
THE COURT: Any objection?

MR. MELLARD: No objection.
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double checking him for his handcuffs --

A

Q

Yes, sir.

—~= you found these two items, 20 and 21 in the backseat

of your patrol car?

A That’s correct.

Q What are these items?

A One is a pair of black and gray gloves.

Q- State’s Exhibit No. 20.

A Yes, sir.

Q And what, if anything, was with these two gloves?

A The clear rubber gloves were within the black and gray
gloves.

Q Just a pair of clear plastic gloves?

A That’s right.

Q So they were inside the black gloves; is that correét?
A ‘That’s correct.

0 All right. Now, these other items just for the time

being here, State’s Exhibit Nos, 18, 19 and 22 and —- I'm

sorry —- and 23. Were those items turned over to you that

day out there?

A Yes, éir.

Q And did you then take them into —-~"put them into
evidence?

p:Y Yes, sir.

Q Okay.
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Q Showing you what these items are, State’s No. 23, is
that a pocket knife?

Yes.

Is that correct?

Yes, sir.

Wire cutters.
Wire cﬁtters?

Yes, sir.

A

Q

A .
Q0 State’s Exhibit No. 19. What is‘State’s Exhibit No. 19?
A

0

A

0

And State’s Exhibit No. 22, which was identified
initiallylas a roll of scotch tape?
A Yésp sir.
Q Let me ask you, Cpl. Thompson, did yéﬁ’while out there
that night'have an opportunity to —- I’11 show you State’s
Exhibit No. 11 -- to view that window?
p: Yes, sir, I did.
Q Okay. Did you see the camera that’s in the window?
A Yes, sir, I did.
Q When you observed that window that night out there was

that the condition that things were in when you observed

them?
A No, sir, it was not.
Q Describe for the jury what the condition was that you

observed that night?

A There was a sheet of paper over the outside of the
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window which was taped up with what apéeared to be scotch
tape. | | |

Q Cpl. Thompson, did you ultimately end up staying out
there on the scene. or did you have any other duties that you
dealt with that night?

A I was on the scene a short while before, .assisting and
trying to locate Mr. Morton’s vehicle in the proximity of
the area.

0 Okay. And was a vehicle‘belongihg‘to Mr. Morton

located --

A Yes.

Q - in that vicinity?
A fes,‘sir,.it was.

Q All right. Well, let me show you State’s Exhibit No. 5

that’s been idenfified.as being the apartment complex. I'm
not Sure‘if you’re familiar with this map or not but afe you
familiar with kind of the ‘area where that vehicle was
located?
A Yes, sir, I am. It was located down this dirt road
just off of - Road.

MR, SORENSON: Xour Honor, can I have him kind of put an
X in that spot?
BY MR. SORENSON:
Q Just kind of put an X in that general vicinity of where

that was found?
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A It was about in this vicinity right up in here. It was
Just off -- back up -~ not too far down about mid-ways down
that road.

Q If you go back, I mean, basically, through these woods
you’d come in the back of the apértment‘there?
A Yes, sir. That -- actually the picture makes it look a

lot further than what it is.

. Q Okay. How far do you think it was?

A Roughly no more than a half-mile.
Q  All right. Let me show you State’s Exhibit No. 12. Do
you recognize that vehicle?
A Yes, sir, I do.
0 And what is that vehicle?
A That’s the vehicle we found parked on that dirt road
that was registered to Mr. Morton.
Q - Okay. .I'm showing you State’s Exhibit No. 13. Does
that show the VIN and some corresponding documentation to
that effect?
A . Yes.

MR. éORENGON; At this time we’d introduce State’s Nos.
12 and 13 into evidence.

MR. MELLARD: No objection.

THE COURT: Without objection.

(State’s Exhibit No. 12, photo

vehicle, marked and entered.)
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patient, out there at (NS Road?

A Mr. Dwayne Robinson.

Q Okay. Could you tell the jury what condition or what
1n]ur1es Mr. Roblnson appeared to be sufferlng from when you
arrived out there that morning?

A Well, on the scene, we comé up and he was walking
around. We seen blood on his shirt and everything. On
assessment at the scene, looked like a cut, laceration to
the back and also laceration to the side area. ,

Q ' Okay. All right. You indicated that he did have blood
on his shirt, also?

A Yes, sir. _

Q And I’ll show you State’s Exhibit No; 2; does that

appear to be the condltlon that Mr. Robinson was in that

morning -~
A Yes, sir.

Q -- when you éngounﬁered him?

A‘ Yes, sir.

Q You indicated he had two injuries, one to his abdomen

and one to his upper right back? .

y: Yes, sir.

Q All right. What did you and your partner do as far as
treating Mr. Robinson out there at the scene at his
residence?

A Well, the first thing we did was control the bleeding,
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-State’s No. 14; what part of the vehicle and what have you?
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to search for any items' that gould be related to a stalking
or an attempted murder.
Q Okay. Did you have an opportunity to process that

vehicle and look for any of those items?

Q And let me show you, first of all, State’s Exhibit Nos.

14 and 15. Are those photographs that you took of that

vehicle?
A Yes, sir.
Q ~ Okay.

'MR. SORENSON: At this time, we’d offer State’s Exhibit
Nos. 14 and 15 into evidence.
MR. MELLARD: No objection.
THE COURT: Without objection. All right.
(State’s Exhibit No. 14, photo, was
marked and entered.)

(State’s Exhibit No. 15, photo, was

BY MR. SORENSON:
Q And specifically, I'm going to show yéu State’s Exhibit

No. 14. If you could, just kind of what is depicted in

A Yes, sir. The rear seat, rear passenger side of the
vehicle you can see on the floor board binoculars and scome

items like calculator and all that. There’s also a camera
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on the back seat. And it looks like some type of material,

looks like a stocking ski mask.

Q : Okay. 1I’1l show you State’s Exhibit No. 15. Is that
that item kind of spread outron the back seat?

A Yes, sir, it is. |

Q Okay. You also indicated that on the floor board are

there appears to be a'pair of binoculars; is that correct?

A Yes, sir.
Q And were those items collected?
A Yeé, sir, they were collected?

 Q I’11 show you State’s Exhibit No. 24 Are those those

binoculars?

. A Yes, sir.

MR. SORENSON: At this time, Your Honor, we’d offer

State’s No. 24 into evidence.

MR. MELLARD: No objection.
THE COURT: Without objection.
| (State’s Exhibit No. 24,

binoculars, was marked and entered.)
BY MR. SORENSON:
Q That’s what was on the floor board of that vehicle? .
A Yes, sir. '
0 Also, I believe you pointed out on State’s Exhibit No.
14, what is that where the finger is on the back seat?

A That 1s a Cannon digital camera.
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I also worked at AYP.
Okay.
For about 15 years.

15 years. All right, And at some point you were

married to Jacqueline Robinson?

A
0
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
0
A

Yes, sir.
When were y’all married?

We was married in 2006, I Believe.
And you all had children?

Yes. WE had two beautiful girls.
And what are their names?

Sa???? and Safira.

And do you love these children?
Very much so.

And do these children love you?
Very ﬁuch so.

All right. What school do your children go to?

My children went to -- at the time of our separation

our children was going to Felton Laboratory on State college

campus, Private school.

Q

© B o »

A private school?
Yes, sir.

And how old are your children?

. My children now are 11 years old.

And at some point you and your Jacqueline separated?
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Yes, sir.
When did y’all separate?

We separate in June of 2010.

Yes, sir.

When did y’all get divorced?

We got divorced in April of 2011.

All right. And I believe Jacqueline was given éustody
of the children?

Yes, sir.

And you were given visitatibn? "

Yes, sir.

A
Q
A
Q Did YOu visit with yoﬁrfchildren?
A Yes, sir,
Q How often?
A I had visitation rights every weekend. Every othei
weekend, I'm sorry.

‘That’s how often you visited with them?

Every other weekend.

Now, at scme point Jacqueline married Dwayne Robinson?

Yes, sir.

I heard it was in October —-~ September of 2011.

Q

A

Q

A

Q Do you remember when that was?

A

Q And did it bother you that she was getting remarried?
A

Not really, no.
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Q You weren’t jealous?
A No, I wasn’t jealous. It bothered me as far as the

children a little bit, but not really.

0 Now, after Jacqueline and Dwayne were married did your
relationship with your children change?

A After they married the only thing that changed was that
I seen my children one weekend after they got married, after
the time I heard they got married. T seen them one weekend
after that and I hadn’t seen them since then.

Q All right. Let’s talk about the night of November 7,

- 2011.
A All right.
Q Did you go over to _ Road?
A Yes, sir.
Q All right. Why did you go over there?
A I got a text from my daughter Safera’s phone. It was

kind of a distressing text. -

MR. SORENSON: Objection, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Basis;

MR. SORENSON: Hearsay.

MR. MELLARD: He didn’t say what the text was.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. SORENSON: I assume he was getting ready to say what
it said. - ;

THE COURT: Go ahead and ask him the next question.
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MR. MELLARD: All right.

BY MR. MELLARD:

Q Now, you went over there because of a text?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. I don’t want you to say what the text said, but

what was the effect on you of thdt text?

A Just made me take great concern for my children’s

safety.

Q Okay. At that point did you go over to YR Road?

A Yes, siri _

Q All right. :Did you go to - Road with the intent to
kill anybody?

A No, sir, definitely not.

Q  You were going to say something. I didn’t mean to
interrupt you. |

You know, you said that at the time of the text -~
Uh-huh. (Affirmative response.)

—-— there was like a night later that just kept me up.
Okay.

I was working.

(O A oI 2 < -

It was after work? Did you go to (M Road with the
intent to kill anybody?

A No, sir. Definitely not.

Q Did you go to - Road with the intent to hurt

anybody?
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A Definitely not.
THE COURT: You need to speak up, sir.
MR. MORTON: Oh, okay.
BY MR. MELLARD:
Q  Now at any time that you were at (il Road d_id you
intend to kill anybody?
a Ch, no, sir,
Q Did ybu intend to hurt anybody?
Al" No,. sir.
Q0  It's my understanding that Dwayne Robinson came outside

his house?

A Yes, sir.

Q And he saw you?

A JYes,'sir.

Q All right. And where were you located?

A I was lbcated,in between two vehicles sitting down on
the ground. | |

Q And what happened next?

A And when he came out to the door I got up off the
ground. I was facing my daughter’s windows and he got —- I
got up off the ground and backed up behind the car. He came
out the door and we went back forth around the car.

Q What do you mean back and forth around the car?

A Like when he came one way I was trying to go, I was

trying to go the other way away from him and he came and we
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went back and forth.
Q Were you trying to go towards him or were you trying to
go away from him? 7
A Awéy from hiﬁ; i waé tryiﬁg to go awéy from him and

eventually I ran and I thought I had an opportunity to get

away from him, but he grabbed me and hit me and we got in a

pursue of struggle. No, sorry. After he hit me, then I

stabbed him --

0 All right.

A - in his .side.

Q‘ Okay.

A Anq then we got in the struggle.

Q And during the struggle was it your intent to kill
anyone?

A No, sif, definitely ﬁot.

Q Were you trying to get away?

A I was just trying to get away. They did yell out.
did yell out to‘his wife, get the gun. ﬁ
And what did you do when he yelled that?

That’s when I was trying to get away from him.
Okay. ‘ |

.Even more so.

At some point the police came .there?

Yes, sir.

L P O B O ¥ OO

All right. And you were handcuffed?

He
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A Yes, sir. '

Q All right. Now, we’ve seen pictures here —— digd you see
that video.that they showed?

A Yes,. sir.

Q All right. And there’s also some picturéé taken from a

camera in your car?

A Yes, sir.

Q - Did you-take thbse pictures? .

A Yes, sir.

o} When did you take those pictures?

A These pictures was taken during our divorcg

proceedings, separation and divorce.
It was before the divorce was final?
Before the divorce. |
All right. Why did you take these pictures?

It was for the divorce purposes.

Q

A

Q

A

Q For what purpose?
A Looking at Dwayne Robinson being with my ex-wife.

Q For purposes of showing adultery? .

A Yes,

0 Okay. Just to back up. Did you intend to kill Dwayne
Robinson? _ -

A I definitely didn’t intend to kill Dwayﬁe'Robinson or

anybody ever in my life.

Q All right. Did you ‘intend to hurt Dwayne Robinson when
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everyone here can contain themselves when the verdict is
read. If, for some reason you think you cannot I’m going to
go ahead and ask you to excuse yoursélves now, because if
there are any outburst or ény problems unfortunately I will
have to take you into custody. I want to make sure that
that doesﬁ’t happen.

All right. Let’s go ahead and bring the jury in.

Is the State ready and defense ready?

MR. SORENSON: Yes, ma’am.

MR. MELLARD: Yes, ma’am.

THE COURT: Ail,right. Let’s go.
kJury in with verdict at 3:55 p.-m.)

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Féreperson, I understand
you've reached a verdict, sir?

MR. FOREPERSON: We have, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Would you please hand it to the bailiff.

THE BAILIFF: Your Honor, may I approach?

THE COURT: You may. All right. In the case of the
State of South Caroliné verses Jeffrey Morton, we the jury
unanimously find Mr. Morton guilty of assault and battery of
a high and aggravated nature.

Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, if this is your
verdict will you please indicate by raising your right
hands.

All the jurors have raised their right hands.
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