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April 7", 2014
Dear Mr. Chestnut,

I am again is receipt of your many requests for an order to have you transferred from
federal custody in the state of Pennsylvania for your Post Conviction Relief hearing. I discussed
this matter with Judge James prior to your last scheduled hearing. As I discussed with Judge
James, pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. (1976) §17-27-80 the court may receive proof of your claim
by affidavit and deposition in addition to oral testimony. The statute clearly states that the trial
court may order that you be brought before it for a hearing. Your appearance is not mandatory.
I further discussed with Judge James that South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure 17(c) clearly
states that a person imprisoned outside this state shall appear by guardian ad litem in an action

_by or against him. I find no authority to support your contention that you have the right to
personally appear at your Post Conviction Relief hearing. It is my understanding that Judge
James ordered that a guardian ad litem be appointed for you. If this has not been done, please
have your attorney contact me for that purpose.

As set forth in the statute your attorney can present your testimony by deposition. I am
not inclined to put the state of South Carolina to the unnecessary expense of transporting you for
your hearing. Again, I advise you that all correspondence with this court be made through your
attorney. ‘

With kinds regards, I remain,
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