STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA RECEIVED

In The Supreme Court ‘
JUL 30 2014

On Petition for Writ of Certiorari to Sumter County
‘ S.C. Suprems Court
APPEAL FROM SUMTER COUNTY B
' Court of Common Pleas '
(Capital PCR Action)
R. Ferrell Cothran, Jr., Circuit Court Judge

Stephen Corey Bryant, _ Petitioner, -
Vs.

State of South Carolina, Respondent.

Appellate Case No.: 2013-000518

MOTION TO EXCEED TWENTY-FIVE PAGE LIMIT FOR A
RETURN TO PETITION FOR WRIT OF CERTIORARI

Undersi gned counsel for Respondent respectfully moves fof an order allqwing her to file a
return to the petition for writ of certiorari in excess of the twenty-five (25) page limit imposed by
Rule 243(g), SCACR. In support of this motion, counsel would respectfully show the Court:

1. The return to the petition for writ of certiorari in this capital post-convictioh relief
action is due to.be served and filed in this Court, today, July 28, 2014.

2. On March 19, 2014, counsel for Petitioner petitioned to exceed the twenty-five (25)
page limit for his petition for writ of certiorari. On Mar_ch‘ 21, 2014, this Court granted Petitioner’s
petition to exceed the page limit for petitions. The filed petition is ei ghty-two (82) pages. Petitioner

raises seven (7) 1ssues.



-

3. Counsel for Respondent has completed the return to the petition. To adequately
address Petitioner’s claims, Respondent has prepared a thirty-eight (38) page return. Respondent
has diligently attempted to trim the return but finds it necessary to request the Court’s permission
to exceed the standard page limit.

4. Undersigned counsel for Respondent has discussed this motion withlopposing
counsel, Susan M. Hackett, Appellate Defender. Ms. Hackett informs counsel that she has no
objection to this motion. |

5. Requndent will serve and conditionally submit the return today, pending

resolution of this motion.

WHEREFORE, undersigned counsel would respectfully request an order from this Court
granting Respondent permission to exceed the twenty-five page limit of Rule 227(6)(3), SCACR,
and accepting the conditionally filed return.

ALAN WILSON
Attorney General

JOHN W. McINTOSH
Chief Deputy Attorney General

DONALD J. ZELENKA
Senior Assistant Deputy Attorney General

MELQDY J.BROWN
Senion Assistant Attorney General

By: //M Qg‘w\/

MELODY J. BROWN

Office of the Attorney General
Post Office Box 11549
Columbia, SC 29211
(803) 734-6305
July 28, 2014. :
Columbia, South Carolina. ATTORNEYS FOR RESPONDENT
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PROOF OF SERVICE

I, Melody J. Brown, certifyAthat I have served the State’s Motion to Exceed Twenty-Five Page
Limit for a Return to Petition for Writ of Certiorari on Petitioner by depositing a copy of same in the
United States mail, postage prepaid, addressed to his attorneys of record:

Susan B. Hackett, Appellate Defender

South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense
Division of Appellate Defense

P.O.Box 11589

Columbia, SC 29211-1589

Miles E. Coleman, Esq.
Nelson, Mullins, Riley & Scarborough, LLP

Post Office Box 11070 (29211-1070)

Columbia, South Carolina 26201
MELODY J. BROWAN

Office of Attorney General
Post Office Box 11549
Columbia, SC 29211
(803) 734-3742

This 28™ day of July, 2014.

ATTORNEY FOR RESPONDENT
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