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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA) 
COUNTY OF RICHLAND ) 

OF GENERAL SESSIONS 
Warrant Number: F-252391 

The State of South C:rrolina, ) 
) :-.; .~ "\L 

) -:~-. 6 ~--
VS. ) MOTION FOR SPEEDY TR1ALr--> -

) '.:-- ':;. - \11 
) ';."-;.' ~ ,....." 

.-:/' ......... 
Linda Tyler,) :u,~ C? 

Th' 'bO"-"P+::'::::~,:t. thm"gh h', "tom,y. D0""" S"'ok,,,. h,l :a,,; 
that the Court enter al.order granting him a spe::dy trial on the above-referenced charge. In 

support of this motion defendant would show that: . 

1. She was arrJsted in Richland County and charged with Murder on September 26, 

1996; 

I . 
I . 
I 

2. Defendant is currently confined in pre-trial detention at the Rich:and Count)' Detention 
i . 

Center. Dorm X: 
! 
! 

\ 
3. The right to a speedy trial is provided for by the 6th and 14th Amendments to the U.S. 

Constitu"on, tl]e S.c. Constitution Art. I, §14. Doggett v. U.S., 112 S.Ct. 2686 (U.S. 1992). 

State v. Chapman. 344 S.E.2d 611 (S.c. 1986). and S.C. Code Ann. §17-23-90 9 (1976 as 

amendtd). 

4. Defendant wishes to avail himself of the right to a speedy trial contained in the Federal 

and State Constitutions. ~e statutory provisions of the Code: 01 r .aws of the State of Sot:th 

Carolina, and: applicable f~deral and stale '~ast: law. 
i ; ! 

NOW: THEREFORE 'attorney for defendant moves that this CGurt order ·(hat defendant 

be released i a trial cannot he had within a reasonable amount of time. counsel for defendant 



Columbia, 

This 215t d?y 

this case be tried within a specific time period. and, if tlle Solicitor fails to 

I during such pet icxl, that the case be dismissed with prejudice by the Court. 

Richlanci County Public Defender's Office 
4th Floor Annex 
P.O. Box ',)2 

Columbia. South Carolina 29202 
(803) 929·6150 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA) 
COUNTY OF RICHLAND ) 

The State of South Carolina, ) 
) 
) 

vs. ) 
) 
) 

Linda Tyler, ) 
_______ ~Ik=~f~e"'_ndant. ) 

IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 
Warrant Number: F-252391 

CERTmCA TE OF SERVICE 

I certify that on this date I served tile Notice of Motion and Motion for Speedy Trial in 

the above-captioned case on The State or South Carolina by delivering copies of these c!:xuments 

to tl'e State's attorney of record. Assist2ilt Solicitor Stacy Haynes. by delivering said copies to 

her office located at The Ot (I.:e of the Solicitor. Fifth Judicial Circuit. Richland County Judicial 

Center. Third Floor. 1701 Main Street. Culumbia, South Carolina 29201. and leaving them with 

her clerk or other person of authority at s;Iid office. 

Richland County Public Defender's Office 
4th Floor Annex 
P.O. Box 192 
Columbia. South Carolina 29202 
(803) 929-61.'·J 
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THE COURT: MS. HAYNES. 

MS. HAYNES: YOUR HONOR, STANDING BEFORE YOU 

IS LINDA TYLER WHO' IS REPRESENTED BY DOUG STRICKLER 

OF THE RICHLAND COUNTY PUBLIC DEFENDER'S OFFICE. 

MS. TYLER IS CHARGED WITH THE OFFENSE OF MURDER, 

WARRANT NUMBER F-252391. THIS OCCURRED SEPTEMBER 

26, 1996. BACK ON OCTOBER 3RD, 1996, JUDGE JOHNSON 

DENIED BOND IN THIS CASE BUT I BELIEVE HE DID SO 

WITH LEAVE TO REAPPLY BY MR. STRICKLER SHOULD SUCH 

BE DEEMED NECESSARY. WE ARE HERE BECAUSE MR. 

STRICKLER HAS FILED A BOND REDUCTION MOTION SEEKING 

TO HAVE I GUESS IN FACT BOND SET. WE WOULD BE 

OPPOSED TO THAT. STANDING WITH ME ARE MEMBERS .OF 

THE VICTIM'S FAMILY, THE VICTIM BEING MR. VAN 

TYLER. I'LL BE HAPPY TO GO INTO A LITTLE BIT NOW 

OR LATER. 

THE COURT :' PLEASE. NOW WOULD BE GOOD. 

MS. HAYNES: YES, SIR, YOUR HONOR. THIS 

OCCURRED, AS I STATED, ON SEPTEMBER 26, 1996, AT 

THE 1500 BLOCK OF HARDEN STREET. MS. TYLER WAS THE 

COMMON LAW WIFE OF MR. VAN TYLER OR LIVED WITH HIM. 

SHE WAS IN THE AUTOMOBILE WITH HIM. THEY 

APPROACHED A TRAFFIC LIGHT AT WHICH TIME SHE TOOK 

A PEPSI COLA BOTTLE FILLED WITH KEROSENE OR 

GASOLINE, POURED IT OVER HIS HEAD AND LIT HIM ON 

2 
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1 FIRE. THE CARS THERE IN THE ROADWAY, THEY SAW WHAT 

2 HAPPENED. THEY CALLED THE POLICE AND THE 

3 AMBULANCE. THEY TOOK HIM TO THE HOSPITAL AND I 

4 BELIEVE HE SURVIVED ABOUT A DAY. HIS CAUSE OF 

5 DEATH WAS EXTENSIVE BURNS TO THE UPPER BODY. 

6 SHE DID TALK ~O THE INVESTIGATORS, GAVE THEM A 

7 STATEMENT. IN HER STATEMENT SHE BASICALLY SAID 

8 THAT HE HAD FOUND OUT THAT HE HAD "CHEATED ON HER" 

9 AND THAT SHE WANTED HIM TO FEEL THE PAIN THAT SHE 

10 HAD FELT. SHE HAS BEEN EVALUATED AND COME BACK 

11 THAT SHE IS COMPETENT. WE WOULD OPPOSE ANY 

12 REDUCTION IN BOND AS WE FEEL THAT SHE IS A FLIGHT 

13 RISK AND A DANGER TO THE COMMUNITY. 

14 HER PRIOR RECORD INCLUDES CONVICTIONS FOR 

15 STRONG ARMED ROBBERY AND ARMED ROBBERY WHICH SHE 

16 GOT TWENTY-ONE YEARS. SHE'S GOT A POSSESSION OF 

17 MARIJUANA CONVICTION, AN A.B.I.K. CONVICTION WHERE: 

18 SHE GOT FIFTEEN YEARS SUSPENDED UPON SEVEN YEARS 

19 CONFINEMENT WITH FIVE YEARS PROBATION IN 1977. AT 

20 THE SAME TIME SHE PLED TO A STRONG ARMED ROBBERY. 

21 ALSO, THE NEXT MONTH IN 1977 SHE PLED TO AN ARMED 

22 ROBBERY AND GOT TWENTY-ONE YEARS. AND A 

23 SOLICITATION FOR PROSTITUTION IN 1985. IN 1988 

24 P.W.I.D. COCAINE. A 18'87 DI SORDERLY CONDUCT, A 

25 SHOPLIFTING AND DISTRIBUTION OF COCAINE IN 1988. 
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SHE GOT SEVEN YEARS ON THE DISTRIBUTION. AND THEN 

IT APPEARS IN MAY OF 1996 SHE HAD THREE SHOPLIFTING 

COUNTS THAT SHE WAS OUT ON BOND FROM RI CHLAND 

COUNTY FOR WHEN THIS OCCURRED IN SEPTEMBER. 

MR. STRICKLER: AND I'LL OBJECT TO MENTIONING 

NON-CONVICTIONS AT THIS PROCEEDING, YOUR HONOR. 

THE COURT: I THINK THAT PROBABLY IS GILDING 

THE LILY IN ANY EVENT. 

MS. HAYNES: I MENTION THAT BECAUSE SHE WAS 

OUT ON BOND FOR IT, NOT AS A CONVICTION. 

THE COURT: I UNDERSTAND. ALL RIGHT. MR. 

STRICKLER. 

MR. STRICKLER: THANK YOU, YOUR HONOR. LINDA 

IS HERE AND HAS LIVED IN COLUMBIA HER WHOLE LIFE. 

SHE HAS FAMILY HERE IN TOWN. SHE HAS CHILDREN HERE 

IN TOWN. SHE IS CHARGED WITH A MOST SERIOUS 

OFFENSE. I'M NOT HERE TO GO INTO THE FACTS OF THE 

OFFENSE AND CERTAINLY I DEFER TO THE PRESENCE OF 

THE VICTIM'S FAMILY BUT SUFFICE IT TO SAY THAT 

THERE WAS A SOMEWHAT TORTURED RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 

MS. TYLER AND THE VICTIM NOT ALL OF WHICH INVOLVED 

PROBLEMS ON MS. TYLE~'S~PART. SHE HAS BEEN IN JAIL 

SINCE HER ARREST ON THIS CHARGE. SHE HAS NOT HAD 

A BOND SET AND HAS ASKED THAT I HAVE A BOND SET FOR 

HER. SHE IS ALSO MOV~NG' FOR A SPEEDY TRIAL IN THIS 

4 

! 
#. <. 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MATTER. 

MS. HAYNES: OKAY, YOUR HONOR, AS FAR AS THE 

SPEEDY TRIAL MOTION, I DID NOT ADDRESS THAT. I 

WOULD SAY THAT THERE ARE THIS HAPPENED IN 

SEPTEMBER OF 

RELATIVELY NEW 

UNFORTUNATELY, 

1 9 96; 

MURDER 

THEREFORE, MAKING 

CASE IN RICHLAND 

IT A 

COUNTY. 

WE HAVE MANY MURDER CASES AHEAD OF 

THAT. WE ARE IN THE PROCESS OF TRYING ABOUT FIVE 

OR SIX MURDERS THIS SUMMER. WE WOULD PUT HER IN 

LINE AND TRY IT AS FAST AS WE COULD AFTER THAT. I 

BELIEVE SHE'S ALSO MAKING A MOTION AS TO HER 

REPRESENTATION AT THIS TIME. I HAVE RECEIVED 

NUMEROUS LETTERS FROM HER IN THE JAIL. THAT'S IT, 

YOUR HONOR. 

THE COURT: OKAY. NOW, Y' ALL TELL ME WHAT 

I'VE GOT BEFORE ME. I'VE GOT A BOND REDUCTION AND 

A SPEEDY TRIAL MOTION AND 

MR. STRICKLER: SHE'S CORRECT. I JUST HADN'T 

GOTTEN TO THAT YET. 

THE COURT: OKAY. 

MR. STRICKLER: MS. TYLER HAS COMMUNICATED TO 

ME AND I'VE GOTTEN COPIES OF MOTIONS THAT SHE SENT 

TO THE COURT OR TO THE CLERK OF COURT AND I BELIEVE 

TO THE SOLICITOR WHICH I CAN BEST CHARACTERIZE AS 

MOT IONS TO REL I EVE ME 'AS COUNS EL . I'M NOT SURE 
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WHETHER SHE WANTS TO PROCEED IN THAT REGARD OR NOT. 

IF SO, SHE'LL NEED TO ADDRESS THE COURT IN THAT 

REGARD. 

THE COURT: EXACTLY. I'LL HAVE TO QUESTION 

HER ON THAT. 

MR. STRICKLER: YES, SIR. 

THE COURT: ALL RIGHT. MR. STRICKLER, I THINK 

YOU HAVE ADEQUATELY INFORMED ME ON THE BOND 

REDUCTION MATTERS. THE SPEEDY TRIAL MOTION I'M 

AWARE OF THAT AND THE TIME CONSTRAINTS FACING THE 

SOLICITOR'S OFFICE. 

INDICATED THAT YOU 

NOW, MS. TYLER, YOU ALSO HAVE 

WANT MR. STRICKLER TO BE 

RELIEVED AS YOUR LAWYER, YOU WANT ANOTHER LAWYER, 

IS THAT RIGHT? 

MS. TYLER: YES, SIR. 

THE COURT: CAN YOU STAND IN FRONT OF THAT 

MICROPHONE THERE SO THAT I CAN YOU OKAY AND IF YOU 

CAN'T HEAR ME OKAY YOU LET ME KNOW AND IF I CAN'T 

HEAR YOU I'LL TELL YOU. ARE YOU IN A POSITION TO 

HIRE A LAWYER? 

MS. TYLER: NO, SIR. 

THE COURT: SO, YOU WANT THE STATE TO APPOINT 

YOU SOMEBODY OTHER THAN MR. STRICKLER? 

MS. TYLER: YES, SIR. 

THE COURT: WHY IS THAT? 

6 
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1 MS. TYLER: BECAUSE MR. STRICKLER HAS NOT 

2 PREPARED MY CASE PROPERLY. WHEN HE HAD ME SENT TO 

3 WILLIAM S. HALL FOR PSYCHOLOGICAL EVALUATION __ 

4 THE COURT: I DOUBT IF HE HAD YOU SENT FOR ANY 

5 MENTAL PROBLEMS. I THINK THE STATE PROBABLY DID. 

6 MS. TYLER: WELL, WHOEVER PREPARE THE 

7 PAPERWORK, IN THE PAPERWORK INDICATED THAT I BEEN 

8 SENTENCED TO TWO I HAD BEEN PLACED IN TWO 

9 DIFFERENT MENTAL INSTITUTIONS WHICH I NEVER BEEN 

10 PLACED IN TWO MENTAL INSTITUTIONS. I NEVER BEEN 

11 PLACED IN A MENTAL INSTITUTION A DAY IN MY LIFE. 

12 THE COURT: OKAY. 

13 MS. TYLER: SECOND, BECAUSE WHEN I GOT THE 

14 DEATH CERTIFICATE ON MY HUSBAND THE PHYSICIAN, DR. 

15 JOSEPH M. STED, JR., STATE THAT YOU HUSBAND DEATH 

16 IS UNDETERMINED AND THE CORONER, FRANK BARRON, HAVE 

17 OVERRULED HIS DEATH AS BEING A HOMICIDE. WELL, I 

18 FELT THAT IF THE PHYSICIAN WHO PERFORMED THE 

19 PLASTIC SURGERY UPON MY HUSBAND WROTE HIS DEATH AS 

20 BEING UNDETERMINED MEAN THAT HIS DEATH WAS 

21 UNFOUNDED. THEY COULD NOT SAY THAT MY HUSBAND HAD 

22 DIED FROM THE BURNS OR FROM THE GASOLINE, THAT 

23 SOMETHING ELSE HAD TO BEEN WRONG WITH MY HUSBAND 

24 IMMUNE SYSTEM. SO, I REQUESTED TO HAVE THE RECORDS 

25 OF MY HUSBAND BECAUSE I WAS INFORMED THAT MY 
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HUSBAND HAD THE AIDS VIRUS. AND MY HUSBAND HAD 

SPOKE TO ME ~HEN HE GOT OUT AND HE SAY, MADINA, HE 

SAY, IF I SHOULD GET BAD OFF SICK, HE SAY, I WANT 

YOU TO PUT ME IN A CAR AND JUST ROLL ME OFF A CLIFF 

SOMEWHERE. I SAID, ALI, WHY WOULD YOU SAY THAT. 

HE SAY I'M JUST TELLING YOU WHAT I WANT YOU TO DO. 

SECOND REASON WHY I DON'T THINK MR. DOUG 

STRICKLER IS IN MY BEST INTEREST BECAUSE EVERY TIME 

THAT I HAVE WRITTEN HIM, I HAVE WRITTEN HIM AT 

LEAST FIFTEEN LETTERS, SOME THROUGH THE MAIL AND 

SOME THROUGH OTHER PUBLIC DEFENDERS THAT COME TO 

VISIT THE JAIL, HE'S NOT DONE ANYTHING FOR ME. I 

HAVE TOLD HIM THE ENTIRE ORDEAL ABOUT MY LIFE WITH 

ALI, WHAT I DID AND WHAT I DID NOT DO. I ADMIT 

THAT I DID THROW THE GASOLINE ON ALI BUT I DID NO~··-
\. 

PLAN TO MURDER ALI. AND MR. STRICKLER HAS NOT DONE 

ANYTHING FOR ME OTHER THAN TOLD ME TO SIGN MY 

WAIVER OF RIGHTS FOR A BOND HEARING, THAT HE WAS 

QONNA GET ME TO SEE SOME MENTAL HEALTH SPECIALIST 

OR HE WAS GONNA DO THIS OR HE WAS GONNA DO THAT. 

HE HASN'T DONE ANYTHING FOR ME. THEN I ASKED ABOUT 

HE DIDN'T EVEN SHOW ME A COpy OF MY DISCOVERY 

MOTION. HE TOLD ME HE SHOW ME A AUTOPSY REPORT AND 

I SAID THERE COULDN'T BE A AUTOPSY BECAUSE IT'S 

FORBIDDEN TO PERFORM A AUTOPSY ON A MUSLIM NOT 

8 
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UNLESS YOU HAVE THE CONSENT OF A MUSLIM WIFE OR A 

MUSLIM ELDER. SO, MY THING IS HOW COULD FRANK 

BARRON SAY MY HUSBAND DEATH WAS A HOMICIDE WHEN THE 

PHYSICIAN WHO PERFORM THE SURGERY ON MY HUSBAND SAY 

THAT MY HUSBAND DEATH WAS UNDETERMINED. 

THE COURT: WELL, THE STATE IS GOING TO HAVE 

TO PROVE THAT WHEN THEY TRY YOUR CASE. 

MS. TYLER: WELL, I UNDERSTAND THAT, TOO, BUT, 

SIR, MR. DOUG STRICKLER IS NOT IN MY BEST INTEREST. 

HE HASN'T DONE ANYTHING FOR ME THAT I CAN SEE. 

HE'S NOT DONE ANYTHING. THE ONLY THING HE'S DONE 

FOR ME IS TOLD ME, WELL, SIT BACK, DON'T YOU WORRY 

ABOUT IT, EVERYTHING IS GONNA BE ALL RIGHT. I AM 

THE LEGAL MS. TYLER. I'M NOT NO COMMON LAW WIFE, 

THAT IS MY LEGAL HUSBAND. I AM LEGALLY MS. LINDA 

ANN TYLER ALTHOUGH HIS SISTER HAS PUT IN THE PAPER 

17: THAT HIS WIFE WAS ANITA MACK TYLER. SO, WHO IS THE 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

REAL MRS. TYLER? YOU KNOW, IT'S A WHOLE LOT OF 

FALSEHOOD SURROUNDING THE DEATH OF ALI. 

THE COURT: 

I GUESS 1--' 

MS. TYLER: 

OKAY. WELL, I ASK THE QUESTION. 

AND THEN I PETITION THE COURT 

ABOUT ME HAVING COPIES OF MY EVALUATION, COPIES OF 

ALI'S MEDICAL RECORDS " COPIES OF HIS PRISON 

RECORDS, COPIES OF SUPPOSED TO BE MARRIAGE TO ANITA 
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MACK TYLER. 

"­

ALI COULD NOT FATHER ANY CHILDREN. 

THEN SISTER ijAD PUT IN THE PAPER THAT HE HAD A WIFE 

AND THREE CHILDREN AND THE MAN COULDN'T MAKE NO 

CHILDREN. SO, THIS IS A BUNCH OF HYPOCRISY. AND 

THEN --

THE COURT: WELL, MS. TYLER, I'VE HEARD ALL I 

NEED FROM YOU. THANK YOU, MA'AM. 

MS. TYLER: WELL, THAT'S FINE, TOO BUT --

THE COURT: NO, MA'AM. I'M TELLING YOU TO BE 

QUI ET. I'VE HEARD ALL I NEED TO HEAR FROM YOU 

RIGHT NOW. THANK YOU, MA'AM. 

MS. TYLER: YOU WELCOME. THAT MEAN I CAN GO? 

THE COURT: MR. STRICKLER HAS DONE ALL THAT 

NEEDS TO BE DONE FOR YOU, MS. TYLER, IN MY OPINION. 

THE CASE IS NOT YET READY FOR TRIAL. I'M SURE HE'S 

DONE SOME PRELIMINARY WORK AND BEFORE IT COMES UP 

FOR TRIAL HE'S GOING TO DO A LOT MORE AND PROBABLY 

HAS ALREADY DONE MORE THAN YOU GIVE HIM CREDIT FOR. 

IF YOU WANT TO RETAIN A LAWYER, THAT IS, IF YOU 

WANT TO HIRE A LAWYER TO REPRESENT YOU, YOU HAVE 

EVERY RIGHT ~O HIRE ANYBODY THAT YOU WANT TO, BUT 

BASED ON WHAT YOU'VE TOLD ME THERE'S NO REASON IN 

THE WORLD FOR ME TO REPLACE MR. STRICKLER AS YOUR 

LAWYER. HE IS QUITE A COMPETENT CRIMINAL LAWYER 

AND HE'LL DO AS WELL FOR YOU AS ANYBODY CAN DO 

10 
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UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES. WHAT YOU REALLY NEED IS 

SOMEBODY TO RESURRECT YOUR HUSBAND. THAT'S ABOUT 

THE BEST HELP YOU'RE GOING TO BE ABLE TO GET FROM 

ANYBODY. 

MOTION FOR BOND IS DENIED. THE MOTION FOR 

RELIEF 

SPEEDY 

OF COUNSEL IS 

TRIAL IS HELD 

DENIED. THE 

IN ABEYANCE. 

MA'AM. THEY CAN TAKE YOU BACK. 

MOTION FOR A 

THANK YOU, 

MR. STRICKLER: AS TO THE MOTION FOR A SPEEDY 

TRIAL, CAN WE HAVE A TIME WHEN WE MAY REVISIT IT? 

THE COURT: EXACTLY. INDEED. WHAT I PROPOSE 

TO DO IS NOT SLAM THE DOOR ON THAT FOREVER BUT MS. 

HAYNES TELLS ME THEY'VE GOT, WHAT? SIX TRIALS THAT 

YOU ARE GOING TO TRY TO GET DONE THIS SUMMER, IS 

THAT RIGHT? 

MS. HAYNES: WE ARE DOING AT LEAST FIVE MURDER 

CA'SES, SIX MURDER CASES THIS SUMMER THAT ARE ALL 

LIKE 1995 AND EARLY 1996 CASES. I THINK MOST OF 

THEM ARE 1995 MURDER CASES AND THIS WAS A LATER 

1996 CASE. 

THE COU~T: IT WAS. REALISTICALLY, MS. 

HAYNES, WHEN DO YOU THINK THIS CASE MIGHT BE UP? 

MS. HAYNES: BY THE END OF THE YEAR. 

DECEMBER, 1996, I WOULD THINK WE WOULD HAVE REACHED 

IT. 

11 
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THE COURT: ALL RIGHT. I'LL BE HERE UNTIL 

THEN. I FIT'" S NOT T R I ED B Y DEC EM BE R 1 S T, , 9 7, MR. 

STRICKLER, I'LL REVISIT THE MATTER AS FAR AS BOND 

AND SETTING A DEFINITE TRIAL DATE IS CONCERNED. 

MR. S TRI CKLER: THANK YOU VERY MUCH, YOUR 

HONOR. 

(ADJOURNED) 

12 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA) 
COUl'iTY OF RICHLAl'W ) 

The State of South C~olina, 

\'s. 

Linda Tyler, 

OF GEJ'II"ERAL SESSIONS 
Warrant Number: F-252391 

-:.-. ~ 

-:-;'-. ~ 
jVIOTION FOR SPEEDY t~N 

.;.~:;: .. ~ 
'-:)' 

:"" t.1l 6 .. 
~.l') (J 

-
----------------~l~~~f~en~d~~~n~t.) . ~ ~ 

The above-captfned defendant, through his attorney, Douglas Strickler, here;y move,; 

that the Court enter a1 ?rder granting him a speedy trial on the above-referenced charge. In 

support of this motion defendant would show that: 

1. Sho w" 'irod ;" R;,hl". C,"my ,,'" ,h",od w;,h Mo",,, M Soprom"" 26; 

I 1996; 
I 
I 

2. Defendant is furrently confin:::d in pre-trial detention at the Rich:and County Detention 

Center. Dorm X; 
i 

\ 
3. The right to a speedy trial is provided for by the 6th and 14th Amendments to the U.S. 

Constitu"on, the S.c. Constitution Art. I, §14. Doggett v. U.S., 112 S.¢t. 2686 (U.S. 1992), 

Slale v. Chapman. 344 S.E.2d 611 (S.C. 1986). and S.C. Code Ann. §17-23-90 9 (1976 as 

amended). 

4. Defendant wishes to avail himself of the right to a speedy trial contained in the Federal 

and State Constitutions, the statutory provisions of the Code: ot I ~1WS of the State of SOt!!h 

. , 
Carolina. and~ applicable federal and stale 'cast: law. 
,: ! 

NOW'THEREFORE 'attorney for defendant moves that this Court order that defendant 

be released if a trial cannot be had within a reasonable amount of time. (;ounsel for d.::fendant 



· . 

further moves this cas:: be tried within a specific time period. and. if tile Solicitor fails to 

call the case for during such peliod. that the case be dismissed with prejudice by the Court. 

Columbia. Sou 

This 21st d?y 

/ 

Richland County Public Defender's Office 
4th Floor Annex 
P.O. Bor ~n 
Columbia. South Carolina 29202 
(803) 9~9:6150. 

2 



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLrNA ) 
COlJNTY OF RICHLAND ) 

The State of South Carolina, ) 
) 
) 

vs. ) 
) 
) 

Linda Tyler, ) 
________ Ik=~f'""_c'""ndant. ) 

IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 
Warrant Number: F-252391 

CERTmCA TZ OF SERVICE 

I certify that on this date I served the Notice of Motion and Motion for Speedy Trial in 

the above:captioned case on The State 0' South Carolina by delivering copies of these c!:x:uments 

to the State's attorney of record. Assisl:!;]t Solicitor Stacy Haynes. by delivering said copies to 

her office located at The Ot;-I'::C of the Solicitor. Fifth Judicial Circuit. Richland Count.y Judicial 

Center. Third Floor. 1701 Main Street. Columbia. South Carolina 29201. alld leaving them with 

her clerk or other person of authority at said office. 

I 

CO["mbi~SO"th c,colil 
This ~ day of M:ly.1997. 

Richland County Public Defender's Office 
4th Floor Annex 
P.O. Box 192 
Columbia. South Carolina 29202 
(803) 929-61<·) 
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THE COURT: MS. HAYNES. 

MS. HAYNES: YOUR HONOR, STANDING BEFORE YOU 
i 

IS LINDA TYLER WHO IS REPRESENTED BY DOUG STRICKLER 

OF THE RICHLAND COUNTY PUBLIC DEFENDER'S OFFICE. 

MS. TYLER IS CHARGED WITH THE OFFENSE OF MURDER, 

WARRANT NUMBER F-252391. THIS OCCURRED SEPTEMBER 

26, 1996. BACK ON OCTOBER 3RD, 1996, JUDGE JOHNSON 

DENIED BOND IN THIS CASE BUT I BELIEVE HE DID SO 

WITH LEAVE TO REAPPLY BY MR. STRICKLER SHOULD SUCH 

BE DEEMED NECESSARY. WE ARE HERE BECAUSE MR. 

STRICKLER HAS FILED A BOND REDUCTION MOTION SEEKING 

TO HAVE I GUESS IN FACT BOND SET. WE WOULD BE 

OPPOSED TO THAT. STANDING WITH ME ARE MEMBERS OF 

THE VICTIM'S FAMILY, THE VICTIM BEING MR. VAN 

TYLER. I'LL BE HAPPY TO GO INTO A LITTLE BIT NOW 

OR LATER. 

THE COURT: PLEASE. NOW WOULD BE GOOD. 

MS. HAYNES: YE S , SIR, YOUR HONOR. THIS 

OCCURRED, AS I STATED, ON SEPTEMBER 26, 1996, AT 

THE 1500 BLOCK OF HARDEN STREET. MS. TYLER WAS THE 

COMMON LAW WIFE OF MR. VAN TYLER OR LIVED WITH HIM. 

SHE WAS IN THE AUTOMOBILE WITH HIM. THEY 

APPROACHED A TRAFFIC LIGHT AT WHICH TIME SHE TOOK 

A PEPSI COLA BOTTLE FILLED WITH KEROSENE OR 

GASOLINE, POURED IT OVER HIS HEAD AND LIT HIM ON 
'", 
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1 FIRE. THE CARS THERE IN THE ROADWAY, THEY SAW WHAT 

2 HAPPENED. THEY CALLED THE POL I CE . AND THE 

3 AMBULANCE. THEY TOOK HIM TO THE HOSPITAL AND I 

4 BELIEVE HE SURVIVED ABOUT A DAY. HIS CAUSE OF 

5 DEATH WAS EXTENSIVE BURNS TO THE UPPER BODY. 

6 SHE DID TALK TO THE INVESTIGATORS, GAVE THEM A 

7 STATEMENT. IN HER STATEMENT SHE BASICALLY SAID 

8 THAT HE HAD FOUND OUT THAT HE HAD "CHEATED ON HER" 

9 AND THAT SHE WANTED HIM TO FEEL THE PAIN THAT SHE 

10 HAD FELT. SHE HAS BEEN EVALUATED AND COME BACK 

11 THAT SHE IS COMPETENT. WE WOULD OPPOSE ANY 

12 REDUCTION IN BOND AS WE FEEL THAT SHE IS A FLIGHT 

13 RISK AND A DANGER TO THE COMMUNITY. 

14 HER PRIOR RECORD INCLUDES CONVICTIONS FOR 

15 STRONG ARMED ROBBERY AND ARMED ROBBERY WHICH SHE 

16 GOT TWENTY-ONE YEARS. SHE'S GOT A POSSESSION OF 

17 MARIJUANA CONVICTION, AN A.B.I.K. CONVICTION WHERE 

18 SHE GOT FIFTEEN YEARS SUSPENDED UPON SEVEN YEARS 

19 CONFINEMENT WITH FIVE YEARS PROBATION IN 1977. AT 

20 THE SAME TIME SHE PLED TO A STRONG ARMED ROBBERY. 

21 ALSO, THE NEXT MONTH IN 1977 SHE PLED TO AN ARMED 

22 ROBBERY AND GOT TWENTY-ONE YEARS. AND A 

23 SOLICITATION FOR PROSTITUTION IN 1985. IN 1988 

24 P.W.I.D. COCAINE. A 18'87 DISORDERLY CONDUCT, A 

25 SHOPLIFTING AND DISTRIBUTION OF COCAINE IN 1988. 

3 
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SHE GOT SEVEN YEARS ON THE DISTRIBUTION. AND THEN 

IT APPEARS IN MAY OF 1996 SHE HAD THREE SHOPLIFTING 

COUNTS THAT SHE WAS OUT ON BOND FROM RICHLAND 

COUNTY FOR WHEN THIS OCCURRED IN SEPTEMBER. 

MR. S TRI CKLER: AND I'LL OBJECT TO MENTIONING 

NON-CONVICTIONS AT THIS PROCEEDING, YOUR HONOR. 

THE COURT: I THINK THAT PROBABLY IS GILDING 

THE LILY IN ANY EVENT. 

MS. HAYNES: I MENTION THAT BECAUSE SHE WAS 

OUT ON BOND FOR IT, NOT AS A CONVICTION. 

THE COURT: I UNDERSTAND. ALL RIGHT. MR. 

STRICKLER. 

MR. STRICKLER: THANK YOU, YOUR HONOR. LINDA 

IS HERE AND HAS LIVED IN COLUMBIA HER WHOLE LIFE. 

SHE HAS FAMILY HERE IN TOWN. SHE HAS CHILDREN HERE 

IN TOWN. SHE IS CHARGED WITH A MOST SERIOUS 

OFFENSE. I'M NOT HERE TO GO INTO THE FACTS OF THE 

OFFENSE AND CERTAINLY I DEFER TO THE PRESENCE OF 

THE VICTIM'S FAMILY BUT SUFFICE IT TO SAY THAT 

THERE WAS A SOMEWHAT TORTURED RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 

MS. TYLER AND THE VICTIM NOT ALL OF WHICH INVOLVED 

PROBLEMS ON MS. TYLER'S PART. SHE HAS BEEN IN JAIL 

SINCE HER ARREST ON THIS CHARGE. SHE HAS NOT HAD 

A BOND SET AND HAS ASKED· THAT I HAVE A BOND SET FOR 

HER. SHE IS ALSO MOVING FOR A SPEEDY TRIAL IN THIS 
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MATTER. 

MS. HAYNES: OKAY, 

SPEEDY TRIAL MOTION, I 

YOUR HONOR, AS FAR AS THE 

DID NOT ADDRESS THAT. I 

WOULD SAY THAT THERE ARE THIS HAPPENED IN 

SEPTEMBER OF 

RELATIVELY NEW 

UNFORTUNATELY, 

1996; THEREFORE, MAKING IT A 

MURDER CAS E IN RICHLAND COUNTY. 

WE HAVE MANY MURDER CASES AHEAD OF 

THAT. WE ARE IN THE PROCESS OF TRYING ABOUT FIVE 

OR SIX MURDERS THIS SUMMER. WE WOULD PUT HER IN 

LINE AND TRY IT AS FAST AS WE COULD AFTER THAT. I 

BELIEVE SHE'S ALSO MAKING A MOTION AS TO HER 

REPRESENTATION AT THIS TIME. I HAVE RECEIVED 

NUMEROUS LETTERS FROM HER IN THE JAIL. THAT'S IT, 

YOUR HONOR. 

THE COURT: OKAY. NOW, Y'ALL TELL ME WHAT 

I'VE GOT BEFORE ME. I'VE GOT A BOND REDUCTION AND 

A SPEEDY TRIAL MOTION AND 

MR. STRICKLER: SHE'S CORRECT. I JUST HADN'T 

GOTTEN TO THAT YET. 

THE COURT: OKAY. 

MR. STRICKLER: MS. TYLER HAS COMMUNICATED TO 

ME AND I'VE GOTTEN COPIES OF MOTIONS THAT SHE SENT 

TO THE COURT OR TO THE CLERK OF COURT AND I BELIEVE 

TO THE SOLICITOR WHICH I CAN BEST CHARACTERIZE AS 

MOT IONS TO REL I EVE ME ~AS COUNSEL. I'M NOT SURE 

5 
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WHETHER SHE WANTS TO PROCEED IN THAT REGARD OR NOT. 

IF SO, SHE'LL NEED TO ADDRESS THE COURT IN THAT 

REGARD. 

THE COURT: EXACTLY. I'LL HAVE TO QUESTION 

HER ON THAT. 

MR. STRICKLER: YES, SIR. 

THE COURT: ALL RIGHT. MR. STRICKLER, I THINK 

YOU HAVE ADEQUATELY INFORMED ME ON THE BOND 

REDUCTION MATTERS. THE SPEEDY TRIAL MOTION I'M 

AWARE OF THAT AND THE TIME CONSTRAINTS FACING THE 

SOLICITOR'S OFFICE. NOW, MS. TYLER, YOU ALSO HAVE 

INDICATED THAT YOU WANT MR. STRICKLER TO BE 

RELIEVED AS YOUR LAWYER, YOU WANT ANOTHER LAWYER, 

IS THAT RIGHT? 

MS. TYLER: YES, SIR. 

THE COURT: CAN YOU STAND IN FRONT OF THAT 

MICROPHONE THERE SO THAT I CAN YOU OKAY AND IF YOU 

CAN'T HEAR ME OKAY YOU LET ME KNOW AND IF I CAN'T 

HEAR YOU I'LL TELL YOU. ARE YOU IN A POSITION TO 

HIRE A LAWYER? 

MS. TYLER: NO, SIR. 

THE COURT: SO, YOU WANT THE STATE TO APPOINT 

YOU SOMEBODY OTHER THAN MR. STRICKLER? 

MS. TYLER: YES, SIR. 

THE COURT: WHY IS THAT? 

6 
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1 MS. TYLER: BECAUSE MR. STRICKLER HAS NOT 

2 PREPARED MY CASE PROPERLY. WHEN HE HAD ME SENT TO 

3 WILLIAM S. HALL FOR PSYCHOLOGICAL EVALUATION __ 

4 THE COURT: I DOUBT IF HE HAD YOU SENT FOR ANY 

5 MENTAL PROBLEMS. I THINK THE STATE PROBABLY DID. 

6 MS. TYLER: WELL, WHOEVER PREPARE THE 

7 PAPERWORK, IN THE PAPERWORK INDICATED THAT I BEEN 

8 SENTENCED TO TWO I HAD BEEN PLACED IN TWO 

9 DIFFERENT MENTA~ INSTITUTIONS WHICH I NEVER BEEN 

10 PLACED IN TWO MENTAL INSTITUTIONS. I NEVER BEEN 

11 PLACED IN A MENTAL INSTITUTION A DAY IN MY LIFE. 

12 THE COURT: OKAY. 

13 MS. TYLER: SECOND, BECAUSE WHEN I GOT THE 

14 DEATH CERTIFICATE ON MY HUSBAND THE PHYSICIAN, DR. 

15 JOSEPH M. STED, JR., STATE THAT YOU HUSBAND DEATH 

16 IS UNDETERMINED AND THE CORONER, FRANK BARRON, HAVE 

17 OVERRULED HIS DEATH AS BEING A HOMICIDE. WELL, I 

18 FELT THAT IF THE PHYSICIAN WHO PERFORMED THE 

19 PLASTIC SURGERY UPON MY HUSBAND WROTE HIS DEATH AS 

20 BEING UNDETERMINED MEAN THAT HIS DEATH WAS 

21 UNFOUNDED. THEY COULD NOT SAY THAT MY HUSBAND HAD 

22 DIED FROM THE BURNS OR FROM THE GASOLINE, THAT 

23 SOMETHING ELSE HAD TO BEEN WRONG WITH MY HUSBAND 

24 IMMUNE SYSTEM. SO, I REQUESTED TO HAVE THE RECORDS 

25 OF MY HUSBAND BECAUSE I WAS INFORMED THAT MY 
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HUSBAND HAD THE AIDS VIRUS. AND MY HUSBAND HAD 

SPOKE TO ME ~HEN HE GOT OUT AND HE SAY, MADINA, HE 

SAY, IF I SHOULD GET BAD OFF SICK, HE SAY, I WANT 

YOU TO PUT ME IN A CAR AND JUST ROLL ME OFF A CLIFF 

SOMEWHERE. I SAID, ALI, WHY WOULD YOU SAY THAT. 

HE SAY I'M JUST TELLING YOU WHAT I WANT YOU TO DO. 

SECOND REASON WHY I DON'T THINK MR. DOUG 

STRICKLER IS IN MY BEST INTEREST BECAUSE EVERY TIME 

THAT I HAVE WRITTEN HIM, I HAVE WRITTEN HIM AT 

LEAST FIFTEEN LETTERS, SOME THROUGH THE MAIL AND 

SOME THROUGH OTHER PUBLIC DEFENDERS THAT COME TO 

VISIT THE JAIL, HE'S NOT DONE ANYTHING FOR ME. I 

HAVE TOLD HIM THE ENTIRE ORDEAL ABOUT MY LIFE WITH 

ALI, WHAT I DID AND WHAT I DID NOT DO. I ADMIT 

THAT I DID THROW THE GASOLINE ON ALI BUT I DI'D NOr.-­

PLAN TO MURDER ALI. AND MR. STRICKLER HAS NOT DONE 

ANYTH I NG FOR ME OTHER THAN TOLD ME TO SIGN MY 

WAIVER OF RIGHTS FOR A BOND HEARING, THAT HE WAS 

QONNA GET ME TO SEE SOME MENTAL HEALTH SPECIALIST 
, 

OR HE WAS GONNA DO THIS OR HE WAS GONNA DO THAT. 

HE HASN'T DONE ANYTHING FOR ME. THEN I ASKED ABOUT 

HE DIDN'T EVEN SHOW ME A COPY OF MY DISCOVERY 

MOTION. HE TOLD ME HE SHOW ME A AUTOPSY REPORT AND 

I SAID THERE COULDN'T BE A AUTOPSY BECAUSE IT'S 

FORBIDDEN TO PERFORM A AUTOPSY ON A MUSLIM NOT 
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UNLESS YOU HAVE THE CONSENT OF A MUSLIM WIFE OR A 

MUSLIM ELDER. SO, MY THING IS HOW COULD FRANK 

BARRON SAY MY HUSBAND DEATH WAS A HOMICIDE WHEN THE 

PHYSICIAN WHO PERFORM THE SURGERY ON MY HUSBAND SAY 

THAT MY HUSBAND DEATH WAS UNDETERMINED. 

THE COURT: WELL, THE STATE IS GOING TO HAVE 

TO PROVE THAT WHEN THEY TRY YOUR CASE. 

MS. TYLER: WELL, I UNDERSTAND THAT, TOO, BUT, 

SIR, MR. DOUG STRICKLER IS NOT IN MY BEST INTEREST. 

HE HASN'T DONE ANYTHING FOR ME THAT I CAN SEE. 

HE'S NOT DONE ANYTHING. THE ONLY THING HE'S DONE 

FOR ME IS TOLD ME, WELL, SIT BACK, DON'T YOU WORRY 

ABOUT IT, EVERYTHING IS GONNA BE ALL RIGHT. I AM 

THE LEGAL MS. TYLER. I'M NOT NO COMMON LAW WIFE, 

THAT IS MY LEGAL HUSBAND. I AM LEGALLY MS. LINDA 

ANN TYLER ALTHOUGH HIS SISTER HAS PUT IN THE PAPER 

THAT HIS WIFE WAS ANITA MACK TYLER. SO, WHO IS THE 

REAL MRS. TYLER? YOU KNOW, IT'S A WHOLE LOT OF 

FALSEHOOD SURROUNDING THE DEATH OF ALI. 

THE COURT: 

I GUESS 1--' 

MS. TYLER: 

OKAY. WELL, I ASK THE QUESTION. 

AND THEN I PETITION THE COURT 

ABOUT ME HAVING COPIES OF MY EVALUATION, COPIES OF 

ALI'S MEDICAL RECORDS,' COPIES OF HIS PRISON 

RECORDS, COPIES OF SUPPOSED TO BE MARRIAGE TO ANITA 
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MACK TYLER. 

,-

"­

ALI COULD NOT FATHER ANY CHILDREN. 

THEN SISTER ijAD PUT IN THE PAPER THAT HE HAD A WIFE 

AND THREE CHILDREN AND THE MAN COULDN'T MAKE NO 

CHILDREN. 

THEN --

SO, THIS IS A BUNCH OF HYPOCRISY. AND 

THE COURT: WELL, MS. TYLER, I'VE HEARD ALL I 

NEED FROM YOU. THANK YOU, MA'AM. 

MS. TYLER: WELL, THAT'S FINE, TOO BUT --

THE COURT: NO, MA'AM. I'M TELLING YOU TO BE 

QUIET. I'VE HEARD ALL I NEED TO HEAR FROM YOU 

RIGHT NOW. THANK YOU, MA'AM. 

MS. TYLER: YOU WELCOME. THAT MEAN I 'CAN GO? 

THE COURT: MR. STRICKLER HAS DONE ALL THAT 

NEEDS TO BE DONE FOR YOU, MS. TYLER, IN MY OPINION. 

THE CASE IS NOT YET READY FOR TRIAL. I'M SURE HE'S 

DONE SOME PRELIMINARY WORK AND BEFORE IT COMES UP 

FOR TRIAL HE'S GOING TO DO A LOT MORE AND PROBABLY 

HAS ALREADY DONE MORE THAN YOU GIVE HIM CREDIT FOR. 

I F YOU WANT TO RETAIN A LAWYER, THAT IS, I F YOU 

WANT TO HIRE A LAWYER TO REPRESENT YOU, YOU HAVE 

EVERY RIGHT ~O HIRE ANYBODY THAT YOU WANT TO, BUT 

BASED ON WHAT YOU'VE TOLD ME THERE'S NO REASON IN 

THE WORLD FOR ME TO REPLACE MR. STRICKLER AS YOUR 

LAWYER. HE IS QUITE A COMPETENT CRIMINAL LAWYER 

AND HE'LL DO AS WELL FOR YOU AS ANYBODY CAN DO 
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UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES. WHAT YOU REALLY NEED IS 

SOMEBODY TO RESURRECT YOUR HUSBAND. THAT'S ABOUT 

THE BEST HELP YOU'RE GOING TO BE ABLE TO GET FROM 

ANYBODY. 

MOTION FOR BOND IS DENIED. THE MOT I ON FOR 

RELIEF 

SPEEDY 

MA'AM. 

OF COUNSEL IS 

TRIAL IS HELD 

DENIED. THE MOTION FOR A 

IN ABEYANCE. THANK YOU, 

THEY CAN TAKE YOU BACK. 

MR. STRICKLER: AS TO THE MOTION FOR A SPEEDY 

TRIAL, CAN WE HAVE A TIME WHEN WE MAY REVISIT IT? 

THE COURT: EXACTLY. INDEED. WHAT I PROPOSE 

TO DO IS NOT SLAM THE DOOR ON THAT FOREVER BUT MS. 

HAYNES TELLS ME THEY'VE GOT, WHAT? SIX TRIALS THAT 

YOU ARE GOING TO TRY TO GET DONE THIS SUMMER, IS 

THAT RIGHT? 

MS. HAYNES: WE ARE DOING AT LEAST FIVE MURDER 

CASES, 'SIX MURDER CASES THIS SUMMER THAT ARE ALL 

LIKE 1995 AND EARLY 1996 CASES. I THINK MOST OF 

THEM ARE 1995 MURDER CASES AND THIS WAS A LATER 

1996 CASE. 

THE COURT: IT WAS. REALISTICALLY, MS. 

HAYNES, WHEN DO YOU THINK THIS CASE MIGHT BE UP? 

MS. HAYNES: BY THE END OF THE YEAR. 

DECEMBER, 1996, I WOULD THINK WE WOULD HAVE REACHED 

IT. 

11 
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THE COURT: ALL RIGHT. I'LL BE HERE UNTIL 

THEN. I F I T fi

, S NOT T R I ED B Y 0 E C EM BE R 1 S T, '9 7, MR. 

STRICKLER, I'LL REVISIT THE MATTER AS FAR AS BOND 

AND SETTING A DEFINITE TRIAL DATE IS CONCERNED. 

MR. STRICKLER: THANK YOU VERY MUCH, YOUR 

HONOR. 

(ADJOURNED) 

12 



· ... .. 

J3 kJo.dc !1Nfl/ 'fi[EW'trfrJ· ~ t "ft E . '$-) r-rTcfll:-1'tl 

CP .. \lS, br ~A~1' M Ihf \1flLil'.s 
, hI: ~ litrE ,6r .5ruTil QRfh'na (j r ?, e (1, A PPEJ4{ ba® 3flA1 

E £ V;q 

1& 



j 







p 
,1.1' • 

. ( l' 
'/ 

SENTENCE 

- " 

STATE OF SqUTH CAROLI~A 
." .. ~.. - '~'-':- ~ 

-o!.. ._ v. , ... ~ . 

'RICH~AND COt,fNTY 
, ,. 

\.? 

se .ST OF~'ENSE ~ PENALTY coot 

/t/Y).: ~, . ~JlA;~t1.,,~:;;-~o " 
aR111"",a nt~~Utt== ' .. ~.o " 1,t,;.&t:}hestat~ 

I-.Ptr.o~~~u.',' of;tfZ':;~~nsl County for a ·ter .. Of, ,~, ~,' -: )"~ "; 

p'JY(} r.~ provided::'~,pon the' se:r~!c~ of. 
; .. ~t ·r·t!- ~' .. ", . ------ months/years 

, ',- " ayment Q~ $ ____ _ 

costs and assessments 
",' P:l",,~ ,pay . ~, :~: } ~~ :,:~,(.:.r; .. 

as ,~pplicable, th'e, ,~ala.nce is sti~pe'~de .. d', with \ .' 
?robatlon for ~onths/years. \ . ~-

\STITUTION: YE, SINO> \. ' 

FOR PHYSICAL' IN.;J~!RY .$....:... ____ --"---:-

\LE TO CLERK FOR: PROPERTY OAMA.GE $._---,,.;-,...-":':"'"""""-

\IM) , ' ' , " TOTAL $' 

\ 

\'ndl ti.OIlS __ '~')~-:-_~"':"""';'--:-_-'--__ ----',....-'-"----""7. _~~_---:_'~' __ ....;...;_---,-_ 

- --­' ... _ .... ---
i . 

\ '. 

\;, \ .. ' 

"-" 

,> 

.,.,;. ..... , '!, 

,,,: 



o· 
.:~'.!'"/f~_:!" 'i 

~~~~~~~~~~~t~ 
~~M~:t/ B 

:Del~CRip..ii;Q.'i:)F..c)·FR~NSIE;: .. ~~~~:p·ER)'/'" . ~.::<., .... ~ . ..:;, .. ::,~.~.~ CZi< 

I. f~dhli~·'··'~i1I/.: ·ui;;;::·.':;~r~·~" fs: .'~~ . ·c.1~e to. bel1t-Ve . th~;·. 'Me 
1h8"'crlme~ ~~';::'ortti '~;:,'~i' PiOtktiio· ·c;~o~·~ :~~. On 'he"'~ii~iri9 "3Cl$:' 

: ... :: .... , ... ~.'--;::.~~.;:~.;.::. :';'~:' -.... :::. ::.~"~"" ',:. :':.;' ... ~ ... ",:' .:.,' .".,' . 
. Dill ·SAID:'~·liM·E;:·AiI·:'1:5·00::HA·RbEi\r bT:.COLUMBI-A. SC .THE DEF:W 

:. . GER::!~:N:t·'i:i·~;.~C~:It~·:D~.i~~N. -B:·t\ ~~~~;~)·i~:~~AND·. VAN': TY~E~.· TH,~:: ' . 
. ' . ABL:~::·'F:L:.UI-D.fON· .. VAN .... TVLER.-tANO·:··lGNITEO IT WITH R (Hr.:L.X'Ct;'.ll" 

I»;'o-i~~ 0121 . SYNG>,·.B~iRNS} .. dvER ~'A~' LARGE: ·p.ERItENn~GE OF' THE y.! CT .. 
~~~~":==:-~~~:.!J:.L:~ ., :lj~N~~T.v.·l::-ER~;,DiEi:>'::~S:··i:\::~Esull:j.·:bF· :'rH()'SE·. BURNS' WH~CE 

.' :T RE::AT.i:'iEN.f~:~::··:THE·:.:D·EF:.· HAS :;G I V'E'N','A" SlJQ~N: STAT:EMEhlT' ' ... :: '... . r·..· 1 ,_ ..... 

CRI~Eq,~··~F.FF.!"SE.. . -:. "":.: ... . 
. . ··~~;·-7.f··:··.':· ...... 

,. 00 •••• 

. . :: ....... ~ . 

. '-i~~ .... 
. . ) .' . :. 

~-: . ....:--.. . ..-.:.....--. .. ~. 



• . . ~--

-'----.-- --------------.... ---
=- =--==::::::===_.=-:-= 

-==- f25239L 
Jlr.Il

R
£S1" W AR:~ .~. ~J""C :·o!.U. -- ---------._--------._-

=-.=--===-­~cno~ Of GR~~O JURY 

fur 

v --== ~-

V1RDiCT 

= 

THE STAn 

~s. 

LIND~ ~~N TYLER AKA 
.""t;'I"NDA--.ow-S"ltnrr-"" ---

------

--_.-----

---._--- ------------------------

Indictment for Murde:r 

s. ~. 
CuDY. SECTION L6-3-10 Fe.~ony 

116 

~ 

" 
.~ 

" . -; .:, . 
.!i 

= 
, . 



FORM S ~: US7) 

STA fE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF_RICH_LAN __ D __ _ 
INDJrTMENT FOR MURDER 

AI n Courl of GelleT'" Ses~ion5. convened on ___ _ October 16. 1996 

~ .~ 
',:.: (he Grand Jurors of RICHLAND 

COUNT ONE - Ml:RDER 

TI LINDA ANN TYLER AKA LINDA ANN SALI.EY • lilt __ _ 

'I 
did in Rlchlnnc1 COUIIIV en or abolll Sl!pt:em~cr 26. 19,----· 

r~lnnio~"IY. lVilrully and willt IIIEtlice aror(-lhoU~hl. kill one Van -~~J er _---.:L-
I 

by means of pouring a 'flal11ll1&lble l.lquid on Van Tyler onel/or 19niti,"-~_h __ _ 

liqui.d so as to set Van Tyler'li body on fire i 
,lOd llral the said \'ierjlll died liS n pro:<il1lah: resu/r Ihcreor. I 

A"";,,,, 'he ""ace and d;gn;,y of ,,,, Sla'e. and con"ory '0 'he ",."". ;n ,,,L. milde OJ" 
provided. ' 1 
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ST/\TE OF SOUTH C/\1I0LIN/\ 

COUtlTY O~' H IClIl.Ml1J 
I II 'r liE COUHT 0[' GENEH/\L SESS IONS 

rlrTH JUDICll\L CIRCUIT 

St.ill£! uf Soulh Cal'n! in" a R tJ E R ~l.O~ lJU r,·,r.:551 
-vs- Wart'ant Nu,nbel': F25~ )91 

Indictment Number: 9&··(5-40-17046 
LINLJ/\ TYLEH 

. £Jefllndallt, 

TO: WILLI/\M S, HALl. PSYCHI/\TRIC INSTITUTE 
IIIC[lL/\NO COUNTY SHERIFr's £JEPARTMENT 

c= ...0 
1'111., 1II"tle,' CU"'l!H beCo,'n me on mot ion ot counb'ol tor the c.ICfnn~~nt~itJlT 

1;(· ... r·' . 
thp. CUIlEll'nt. of thp. .';tillP., fol' illl O"der l'llCjlllrlnrJ the defendilllt, LINDh~YLE!?'; t6~' 

CJ :;0 ;:; ~ 
. ~.'" ~ 

l,n It:.,Illlporlod ,"HI hauuod ilt tho William S. Hall PBychiatric ~,!ll~tiJt1,lt~· 
, ,.-.. }-:r- ... I 

(11I-1I·"lll<,f!.."" "W:;lIl'l") (0" t.1l ... pUl'ptHle of dny necessill'y mediclltiS;ll(~an~or~::", 
, 0 U1 

t,"I.',ll"'Ollt "L'Itll' lo tl.'l.o1l, ilnd i1 continuing evaluation fOl' compet~ncy t~9~nd 

t.,' i..l I , The defelll.lill1t's trial iu preElently scheduled to commence during the 

w'_'ck u[ rebrllaL'Y ;U, 19'1ll, 

PIIL'Ill/,ll1t to ,1 Pl'i'lL' COII'L't On.!eL', the defendant '.-Jas evaluated by Dr. Thomas 

W, Il~'hl'lllalln III WSHI'I fot" t.:oml-'etellCY to oland trillion Oecembar 6, 1996, lind 

(olllld to 1m C:(lIn~fll..l1llt, 

On OAcomlwr n, I q'J'I , till" defend.lnt IIppfJarad UOrOl"e ,Judgo Thoman Cooper 

IIpon 1\ pro lie nllltioll ll' l'oiluve defense counllol DouqlolO stt"icklot', which was 

ljl'lInlntl, O!l (J .... t:fllIllml· l~), 1'.197, ,Iudyu Cooper lonuud lin onleH' grantlnCiJ Mo. 

Tyl.>r'" mallon Lo rollllvii 1:0IIl\nol, ut'llol"9d the Publlc ()nrundwl."lI Ofrica t.o 

"!>puint ,,"olilel' ntt,ol'lIoy to tho callo and Bont Mil, Tylur to tho William S. lIal1 

fnut..ltllla Cal" all avaluallon .,u to whalhol' or not nho 10108 maklllCiJ Q kllowinCiJ and 

volunlary waivGr o[ hel' rlyht to lIll IItloL'tley, . Chl'lnt.., [le11 of t.he· Public 
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De~'''ld<!l':B Office, along with Tel'en,~ ,Johns, ,,110 is in private practice, have 

lJopn ill'poll,tecl too t"f-lpnloent M:J.> Tyier. Dr. Oehnn<lnll lnoued lin order on 

F'elH"llary II, I 'J':Ill, ! lnd lily that Ty Inr WiJS competent to milke iI wa lv'~r oC her 

lIowever, on rebrual'y 1:1, 1998, aCte," an eVu:lIlltion by defense psychiatrist 

Dr, Donllil SWllrtz-l/atlo <1Ild Or. Thomas [lehrmann, a psychiatriot f,'om William S. 

fI,,11 rnnt,ltllte, til", ral'Lles agreed to hav,) Ma. Tyler committed to the william 

!;. 11,111 Inst.it,llLfJ for medication to inolln"! hf!l' competency Cor tl'ial. Wh i Ie Dr. 

Uellrnranll Ceels Mo. Tyler io Btill pnHlently competent, he agrees that 

lIIedi,;aLj'.)/l would ue helpful to pl"eVent her from decompcnsation during periods 

o[ ulreos. Dr. Swartz"'Walts' opinion is that Ms. Ty ler is not presently 

cOIIII,,'tp.nl: and needs llleuicalion tu reotol"e trel' competency. 

TIIC Couet milkes no finding ,lt this t.,lme as to whether the defendant is 

COlli po l (., n t t () 11 l and Ll' I. <1 I , ,llle! spec if ico 11 y reserves such issue fOl' the 

c1!!U~rlllinaLion by lhn. t1:i,li judye. 

IT 1,<; TIIEHI,FOH~~ OH()~:Hlm that tho.! defendant ohall bo ll'anl'ported by the 

i!ir:lIl,lnti Counly Sherire's Department to WSIIPI, Cooper [Juilding, to be housed 

Lilurfl lJnl i 1 furlher a n.le l' of tho court for the purpose of any necessary 

m(~dici1tl(l1l rind/or t.realment relative to her compet!!llcy to stand trial. 

~'Ul"thol'more, whilo at WSIlPI the defendant oh"ll be eX<'Il11ine<.l l"o:llative to her 

monL11 clIlJllcity t.r) otand trial pursuant to S.C. Code Section 44""2J-410 (1976). 

IT IS FURTIlJi.:R OHOERIW th.1t nothing uel'ived from thf' comlJotency evaluation 

and OUDHt'vation or the deCendant. while at Willldm S. lIall PDychiatric Institut'e' 

mily be uDed oqainat th9 defondant by tile State in any oentencing proc~e~in9~'~ 
':::",.1 

includinQ but not Umitod to statomonla made by tho doCondant, recorda, 

;:,:: ,~~ 
..•• \. ',j:-

':;:ti!tt:1JF 



notes, ObOC1'vatiorHl of tile d~ferHJ,'nt, Ot' any other 

mat.er: i.'ll H, 

IT l~; FUHTlIEH OIWEllED tlrat. tile cJef8ndiull:'H counael, Christa nell dnd/or 

Teresa ,Johns, Oh0111 be notified, and allowed to be prp.oent, during IIny 

illlervi.uwfJ, e)(,lmln.'lt.l.ons, 

cOIII[Jt1t.l!m.:yevaluation. 

ANn IT IS SO OIlDERED. 

Th i B .L",>t--dilY of Fel1l'uary, 

Columbia. !;ollth CiJrrJI \.na 

leals, 

19')8 

I/}~7: , 
,~-,~--~ 
Cllrinl<1 Bell 
Publ ic DflfendAr 
COl11111p.i for: the Defendrlnt 

or procedures, relative to any 

cial Circuit 

CONSENT: 

-r--y---,I't-.:.LJH'Y~ ~ ~---so;7.~----
Fifth C i rcu i" 

.' 
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SENTENCE 

. STATE OF SOUTH CAR'OL'INA 
-~~ "'.-!\ - ..... ..'~-:-" 
-:'". ~ 

'RICH~AND COUNTY 

'11' '.~>... ~ "~-:C:"-: .'~' 

~c .~TATUrE· aFfENS~ ':,P7!ll~LTY .CoPE 

/t«)., /J /' --jtf!,/'-I ,~ .. ~:37t_?-O . 

nt~ .. ~fA1(J.?ti'pJ . ~s CO,- ~ •. ~.,~ed .~; t,ile .St. at.e .. ': 
, ~ ~,j:J~' - M - ~JlA.L. 

,~";;eU.LU!Zu.": of·~':fZ'~.!!~nSlco·unty for a ,term Of, .~.';:~ h~_?ff!3 :~ 
p~y3' ~ . _; provided t:,!,pon the· service of. 

mOn~h5~ye.r. .n~ 1o~ > •• yment Qf $ 'Y: ~~~?ay 
costs and assessments as applicable', th~e: b,a!~~ce . is 6Ul?pe~d~,~' ~lt:.h 

probation for ____ ~ ______ ___ fnont,hs/years·. 

", 
"", 

'RJ;;STITUTION: ~ES/NO;' FOR PHYSICAL INJl!RY .$. __ ' _________ .. ~:-

.'. 
PA1ABLETO CtERl< FOR: PROPERTY DAM~GE 

TOTAL· 

$ .. _-...,...:..-......;...."""""":"'.,.-­

. (Vl;Flr'M ) ____ ---'.....,;-_______ _ $.;' .. ;, ''j 

7 .. 

;. , . 

at her Condit 10IlS ___ ~ ________ --,,-___ --:-_~-:----:---:---:-___ -,:--____ ;:..;...,..;-....,.-
''';* 

.'. -------------------------------------

I I 
DATE ,3./ / q / 9.l! __ rr· 
D.O.B._---'~ ____________ _ 
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~ .. FORM S ~: lJ87) ",: 
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STA fE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF_RICH_LAN __ D __ _ 
INDlrTMENT FOR MURDER 

AI :l Courl of GellCfal Seli~ions, convened 00 ___ _ October 16, 1996 
-----------------

Ihe Grand Jurors of RICHLAND Count y prcSflll upon their o;)lh: 

COUNT ONE - Ml:RDER 

ThaI LINDA ANN TYLER AKA LINDA ANN SALl.EY 

did il1_ Rlch_l_n_ntl ___ . ____ _ 
-.--' 

~. 
:: . f~lnniou·.ly. lVilrully and wilh malice afor(-thouslll, kill onc ~n TyJ er 
.'. 

by means of pouting a flallUllilble l.lquid on Van Tyler and/or igniting such 

liquid 90 as to set Van Tyler's body on fire 
and tlrilC the said \'iclirn died as a pro:<il1lat~ resuh Ihcrt"or. 

Agnillsi the pellce and dignilY of !hc SIal':, and conlrary 10 the sial 1111:' in sue!1 case tnilde and 

provided .. 

va SOLICITOR 

.' . 

. '. 
CERTIFIED TRUE COPY' 

OF ORIGINAL FILED,' 
ct.~ . 

(J. C.G.G,P' 
,d. "' .. :':: ,: .. : .. _. .... fM:·:~~~:.r."";;:Mi:;l;' 

~~--~~~~~--~---~-SOUTH CAROl. ~.\~ 
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WITNESSES 

INV. JOE GRAY, CPD 

---------------------

E'25239L 

ACTION OF GRAND JURY 

.:- .... I' •• j ", \ ..... ""''' 

DOCKET NO. ~ - bS· 'fO-17Dl/(p_ 

The State of South Carolina, 
C ... f RICHLAND Dun., D , _______ _ 

COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 

1192 OC'f(lBE~ TERM 1..,;.9_9_6_ 

====~============== 

THE STA'fE 

" .. 
LIND~ ~~N TYLER .~ 

----·1:i'I1'I1)AttmrS1\nZY- ---

---_._---

~==~==~======~~======= 

Indictment for Murde1 

s. C. cuDY. SECTION 16-3~lO Fe.~ony 
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P"IoI'''''',nn .. """'l;';;;lft .. r~:.~ .":.' 
;MURDER ......... . 

:OE!;CRip., nO·foi'=OAFENS(!:: .. · .~':' ".:: ;:. .., "''-

I. f~~~~'::·~~I~'·.:·~i::·:~I~{~·~·' is: ~~~ ... c.1~e 10 .. ' ~I;~ : tli~;·. Ule 
1h8'''crlme~ ~~?'ortti '.~;:;d~;,·h3i· p;;otktiio· 'd~o~'1$ :~:ad·On Ihe"f~ilWi;"g .fJets:· 

',' " .... ~. i'::.~t· :.:. .... ";;:" -, "::' .".. ...... .' .'. :. -: ... ',:.. . . . 

ON :sAiD:·~':D'A':{E':i'4~:;' i500·::'HA'RDE~' ·S.T:. C'OLU'MS'i-A, sc . THE 
.. GER:·iiN:~·~·~::c~:it··:t>Riv.EN· .BV.;.HE;:I\~;~·H'iJsBANO· VAN': TYi..:E~.· 

A~l.:~::·f.:l:~hl?dpA~ .. ~8~.':'Pr:~E~.~·~~~::··Y~NITED. IT ~n'TH R 
. S'ING'.·.BURN·S.~civER :A~'LARGE: ·P.ERCENTAGE OF' THE v.JeT 
:'!.~N~~T.XtE~~·;~~~P~:~~:$~··i:(R¢SUliT8P.:\HO·~~·. BUR'NS' WHJ~E:' . 

. ' :T R~A.r.M~~.T~\~·JH~ j.:'QEf:.· HAS :;G,t VE"!/A' Sl.JO~~: ~TAT:EMJ;I')IT' ·AOIt1'~· N.~., 
CiHBEO':;:OFFF.NSE.:. . -:.,'.;... . . .' '''1.'', 

. ',' :~:;: .. ~.~.:.:.:.\::.::: '.' . . ..... . 
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'STATE OF SQ!JTH CAROLINA 
- -" - '.::" • :"~<7--

.• <A '.' .. ~. ""'~~) 

'RICH~AND COUNTY, 

SEHTENC;E 

/'J ' 
CASE NO.!;~@ GS-~,~ .. ~Jt?;t'6 
W~nRANT N~~/_. 
~=>= ••. 

SC,STATUTl~OFI:'ENSE· PENALTY ,CODE 

~M1 ~~ 1~;!tt~ =~:~:tate '. 
;: Depar~~'i " . of fJf@7wns/county for a .ter~ Of .. ~ . ~~~~ 
" and/or ,to p'J.y3' ~ _ ~ " __ ; provided \y~on the' servIce of. 

month"lYe,r. an~"or: > •• yment ,,~ $'; '\j~~~::pay 
costs and assessments as~ppllcable I the,~a!~nce is Buspen'deo' 'with 

probatIon for __ -'-'--____ Qlont.hs/years. 

RESTITUTION: YES/NO;,. 

PAYABLE "TO CLERl< FOR; 

( v~~'rIM)-,-__ ",",,--_____ _ 
to:., ... 

FOR PHYSICAL 'INJlJRY $ ______ -:-

PROPERTY DAMA.GE 

TOTAL 

$---..,..;--~--

$' 

Other' CondltioIlS ___ ~:~ _____ ~ ___ ~~.~.~, __ ~ _________ ~ ___ .~~_,,~:,_'~ 

'2/1; .I V 
DATE ..;;J'r ,9;9 L:. __ _ 

, D.O. B ._~ ___ -,--___ _ 

, -
_~~.'~·;,"'.i.: .. ~·~:..:5::.;:· :.~ .. ;: .. ".:,~ .... ~;:t'.' .. o •• -.:; • 
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FORM 5 ~:}j87) 

STA fE or SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY Of RICHlAND INDJrTMENT FOR MURDER 

AI :l CalirI or Gelleral Ses~ions. convened on October 16. 1996 
-----------------

I he Gr.lnd Jurors of RICHLAND CounlY pre:st'1U upon rheir o;)lh: 

c.:OUl'tlT ONE - Mt:nDER 

LINDA ANN TYLER AKA LINDA ANN SAL1.EY ---------------------
did in_ Rlch_l"_n_tl _________ _ 

f,:lnniou·,ly. lVilfully and willa IlIfilice arorE-lhoushl, killane VDn TyJ er 

by means,of pouring tI flallUllilble l.lqu1d on Van Tyler and/or igniting such 

'~lquid ~'a as to set Van Tyler's body on fire 
'Wd'l/rill the: said "iclillhdicd liS CI prO,'inlaf~ rcsuil/hcreof. 

, " 

Agilinsllhc ptllce and uignilY of ~hc SIal .... :Iud conlnuy 10 Ihe statute- in sue!1 case maul' nnu 

'-provided.. '-, 

.. , 

" < 

,;,.1::~'::.l'.:t:;:~,:,r:~;~: .. ;:::~::;,1; .. ~,:.i:~~:~~;.~.;.~i!::;~~~:, .. :i~·~:;_\~,1r:.·.;:.~·:~;:~t:...a~:·~;~:.:;.~.~~;.·.;.{.:·;...:.."'.:.:.:.::.::..:..:..~~:.::.:.i~...:.;.:..:.J.;~L;;.;.;.:i:~:B1O!~#!fj~~~m~~ 
SOUTH CA.ROI, ~"'·I(-i. 
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- WITNESSES 

~'~ . .': INV.. JOE GRAY J CPD 
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COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 
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THE STAn 

LIND~ ~VN TYLER .~ 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA) 
COUNTY OF RICHLAND ) 

IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 
Warrant Number: F-252391 

» _ '1' l~ >:.:·:D;)~) 'i ~3-- ,-(\ 
~:.rJ v.' \..;) ~ /' 

~ ORDER FOR COMPETENCY EV~~T~ ('~ 
»
) .~j7...,. ~ ... a. 

Linda Tyler, rt' y ," 

_______ ---'D.ueu..fk,!cnudUla ...... nt ... ) <?~ ~ ~a: 
. • ~ (? 

This matter comes before me on motion of counsel for the defendant, with the consdlt 

The State of South Carolina, 

VS. 

of counsel for the State, who seeks an Order rC4uiring the defendant Linda Tyler, charged with 

Murder, to submit to competency, M'Naughten, and psychological evaluations. 

Attorney for defendant submits that said evaluation is necessary based on: (I) prior 

psychological problems and treatment on the part of the defendant, and (2) his observations of 

. his client during the course of his representation. 

I have conside.red the showing made in res~ct to the motion and am of the opinion that 

the defendant should be so examined pursuant to the statutory provisions of this State. 

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that the defendant shall be: 

(a) Examined and observed at the appropriate facility of the South 

Carolina Department of Mental Health for a period not to exceed 

fifteen (15) days relative to her mental competence to stand trial 

pursuant to ·S.c. Code Ann. §44-23-410(l) or (2) (1976. as 

amended); and shall be: 

. (b) Examined as aforesaid to detennine whether or not the above-

named defendant is criminally responsible pursuant to the 

M'Naughten test for her actions on or about September 26. 1996; 

," 



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED tnat defendant shall be: 

(c) If found responsible pursuant to the M' Naughten test, examined as 

aforesaid to determine whether or not, because of mental disease 

or defect, the defendant lacked sufficient capacity to conform her 

conduct to the requirement of the law as applied int eh statutory 

section relating to the plea of Guilty But Mentally Ill. S.c. Cooe 

Ann. §17-24-20 (1976. as amended); and shall be: 

(d) Referred automatically for evaluation to the State Department of 

Disabilities and Special Needs if there is any evidence of mental 

retardation. 

The Ordered examination shall be requested by the Solicitor and scheduled by the 

examining facility as soon as possible. The defendant is to be transported by the Richland 

County Sheriff's Department to arrive at the examining facility at the time established by) 

confirmed appointment with the staff of the examining facility. 

The defendant continues under the jurisdiction of this Court. If the defendant is currently 

free on bond or personal recognizance, such bail is hereby revoked to th~ extent necessary to 

carry out the provisions of this Order. 

If the examination and observation of the defendant has not been concluded at thr: end 

V of fifteen (15) days, the defendant may be kept in the custody of the Department of Me!1tal 

Health for an additional period not to exceed fifteen (15) days, provided the Superintendent of 

the facility so requests the additional period for observation and examination in writing. 

Within five (5) days of the examination or at the concl.usion of the observation period. 

2 .~ 



:,' '. 

a written report shall be made to the court,pursuant to S.C'. Code Ann. §44-23-420 (1976, as 

amended). 

If, in the judgment of the designated examiners or the Superintendent of the Department 

of Mental Ht:alth facility, the defendant is presently mentally ill and in net:d of hospitalization, 

then the said defendant shall be rt:tained in the custody of the Department of Mental Health until 

such time as a hearing, required and provided for by S.c. Code Ann. §44-23-430 (1976, as 

amended), may be conducted by this Court. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that any and all oral or written statements made by the 

defendant concerning the above charges and communicated to any physicians or hospital 

personnel in conjunction with this psychiatric examination shall not be admissible in evidence 

against the deft:ndant in any criminal trial concerning these charges, that is to say that any and 

all communication hy the defendant to hospital personnel are protected by the attornt:y-client 

privilege and that the State shall be prohibited from calling any physicians or hospital personnel 
'. 

for tht: purpose of testifying in Court as to any statements made to them by the defendant 

concerning the facts about the criminal charges, except as follows: (1) Where a competency 

hearing is required outside the presence of the jury; or (2) Where the defense has experts testify 

and such experts, upon questioning by the defense, make reference to statements made by the 

defendant concerning the crimes alleged; or (3) Where sanity and/or mental illness becomes an 

issue requiring expert testimony from the examining physicians of the state psychiatric facility. 

then said physicians may testify as to their diagnosis and their reasons supporting said diagnosis, 
~,' ' 

" " 

however, the defendant's exact statements, or the fact that the defendant made any such i.··· .. 
',:' 

admissions, about the '(acts of the alleged crime, shall not be admissible as evidence unless the 

3 



•• 

defend:mt consents to their admission. or where any of the previous exemptions are met. The 

privileged nature of a defendant's statement to a psychiatrist. including examiners with a state 

hospital. has been recognized by the South Carolina Supreme Court. State v. lIitopoulus. 309 

S.E.2d 747 (1983); State v. Myers 67 S.E.2d 506.508 (1951). The Court notes that the parties 

make no agreement or waiver concerning any statements made by the defendant offered for 

impeachment 'purposes if the defendant testifies. so that such an issue. if it arises during the 

hearing. trial. or other proceeding where the defendant testifies in this C"lse. is reserved for the 

presiding judge. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

I I W. JOHNSON, 
Judge for Administ ative Purposes. 

C rt of General Sessions 
Fifth Judicial Circuit 

Columbia. South Carolina 

This Jk day of October. 1996 . 

.... I SO MOVE: 

I CONSENT: 

.eQ. 
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\\,IIllillll S I "ill Ilislilllll' alld Il'I:I'I\'ill~ IIIl'dicalillll ill 11Ilk'r Itl kip l~lT 1'111111 (il'l'llll1pclIsalillg dllrillg/' 

IWlill(ls'lrslll'SS 111"Ii 1), IklllllHllli1 alld Ih SW,IIII.·\\'i\lIs 1'1'''' llial Ihis Illl'dicillilill hilS hCl'1l bCllcficial 

Tliis CIlIIi I lillds Ihal Ihl' dl'li.'IHlalll I,illt/a Tyler is C11lnpcll'lll III slilnd Ililll nlld Ihlll Ihc dl'f'ellulllll 

1.1I1dil Tylcr is able 10 cOllfill'lll her l'olHlut'1 j~,'1 's Will t IllI t her fillds t hnt dc/cllllalll lylel is competent to , f.q , ' 
tft)J ~ ~ 

..... ,>.)~ 
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de{:itle if she wallIs 10 proceed pro se. Upon queslioning uelcndant Tyler as to her desire to appear pro' 

SC, she indicaled Ihill she wished 10 keep her wurl appoinled alloflleys, Christa Bell and Theresa Johns. 

;I/HI declilled 10 proceed pro sc. Defellse altor/lcys IIl1lved till' a cOlllillua/ll;c bascd UII Or. Swartz-Walls' 

lesl illlllll',' I hal dcll'lIdallt Tyler ollly becalllc COIIIIH.:tCllt las'. week. The dcli.:lIse allorJIcyS' eOlllell1 ion is 

Ihal Ihcy have 1101 bccll able 10 work with 1\-1s. TylL'r ill p/Tp"rill!:( 1'01' thl' (;ISl' ill thc past alld nced lillie to 

Celi/slill with hcr. This court tl/l'rcli)rc !:(r;l/Its Ihe dcli.:llsc alto,."cys· (("/tiIlUiI/ICC IIlotioll lor the next four 

wn:k s. This court fi/rt her mdcrs I hal I he ddcndanl I.inda Tyler hc rcturned 10 I he ('(Hlper Building and 

I.e hOllsed withill the Willialll S Iiall IlIslilule llillil her Irial is callcd by Ihe Stale. This wurl furlher 

orders Ihal slall' ;11 Willi""1 S Ilallnlake Ms. TylL'r available 10 her allOl"lIeys lin Irial preparatioll tlll/ing 

thai lilllC FurtherJllore. Ihis wurt noll'S Ihat (1)(: Slatl' has provided notice 10 Ihe delcnse that this case 

will k called on MOllday, I\lareh 13, I()(IX. 

IT IS TlltRFFORI': ORDERED that the ddclldant is (()nlpl~lcIII 10 stand trial and able 10 

Wllli""1 hn COlldllC\ II is liJrlhcr (lrde/cd Ihal detelldall' I.illda Tyler he relurned 10 Ihe ('ooper £luilding 

al 111l' Willia/ll S Iiall IIIslillllc alld Ihill she be IIlade available 10 her allorlleys tilr Irial preparation. II is 

till'llier ordered Ihal the case be conlinued for four weeks lInlillhe week or i\larch 23, 19()R, when il will 

be calkd fill' Irial. This derelldan\ is 10 be trallsporte..:d by Ihe Richlalld Coullty Sheriffs Departlllent to 

arrive al Ihe Willialll S. Ililll Illstilule..:. 

IT IS SO ORDFI{[() 

.. Thi!! ~2_ <IllY or Febfllilry. I <J()l( 

'·:Colulllhia. Sf 

_lJAlJb;J)/,! __ ~--
The Iiollon~ Puul Shorl I ~­
Presiding Judge 
Fillh Judiciol Circuit 

... 
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\\';111';1111 Nlllllhn 

Illdll'llIll'lIl NIIIIlI'l'l 

I'~~~;'I/ (",,', 

'1( •• ( is·'W-1 fV~(j 
~ , 
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• : {I l 10. ~ ,j 
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\\'tili;lIlI S 110111 IllSlllllll' 1)1 Iklllll';1111l Il'Slilicd ;IS 10 his lilldillp, \,ltil,1t wcrl' Plillilll'li ill his Iwo 

I""IIIIIIS II'p"ll~ III Ihis ""illi, lilOII I ill' Ikli.'lld;1I11 I\'OIS 110lil (llllllKll'lll III sl;1I1d a III I W;IS uilllillally 

J 

Walls, ;1 I's~'dlialrisl ill JlI1\'al,' Jlla(li(,~ who Il'slilicd Iltal I\1s '1\11..'1 IVas ,:OlllJlcl,'111 hI sland 'Iliai. Whilc 

1), Ikllllllal1l1 Iws 1l1l1lid Ihal I\ls, T~'lcl lias hc,:1l (OI11J1l'lclll SllKC hi~ inilial l'vOlIUalinn or her in 

1ll'lillds'lrsll,',ss IIpll1l), IklllllHlIl11 itnd 1>1' SIValll.,Wnlis 1',','IIIt"1 litis l1ll'di~illillll has bCl'llbenelkinl 

This COIIiI lintls Ihal Ih,' d\.'li-'ndanl I.llIdii Tyler is Llllllpcl,'1I1 10 slalld Irillllllld Ihlll Ihc dcfcndnlll 

, i'.q . 
1.lIltla Tyler is able I (l l'Onlilll1l her l'Ondlll'1 '-1'1 's COlli I It II I her /inds I hilI dcfendillli Tyicr is COlllpCICll1 10 

hI 't-- ~ 
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deride if she w,1I11s 10 proceed pro se. UpOIl quesliollillg delclldalll Tyler as to her desire to appear' p;:o": 

SC, she illdicated Ihal she wished III keep her COlin appuillted II I\OrJleys, Christn Bell alld Thcrcsa Johns, 

'1I1d lk<:.lilled to prm:ced pro sc. Defellse allllf'llcys 1l1oved IiiI' a cOlltilluallee hased 011 Or. Swartz-Walls' 

testilllOIlX thai dell-Ildallt Tyler ollly becallIe cOIllpctellt last week The ddcllsc allolllcys' cOlltelltiOIl is 

thai they have 1101 hccll abic to wurk with I'vls. Tyler ill prl'llal'ill~ Ii II' thl' l'aSl' ill the past alld Ileed tillle 10 

COIlSUII wilh her. This CllIII·t Ihl'n:lill'e ~rallts the dclcllsc allllrlll'Ys' CP'Jlillll;IIICC Illotioll lor Ihc ne.\1 li)Or 

wed;s This COllrt lil/ther orders thai Ihc ddclldallt I.illlla Tyicr bc rl'tlll'lletl tll the Copper Bllilding ;1IId 

I.e hOI/sed wilhill Ihe Willialll S Iiall IlIslitulc 1IIIIil hl~r trial is called by the Slatc. This court li,rtller 

orders Iha' stall' ;11 Willi,/ln S Iiall 'llakc Ms. Txlrr available 10 lIer atlol'lleys lill' Irial prepnrnlioll during 

Ihat lillie Furthe/,/llurc, Ihis COIII'I lIoles Ilml the Stall' has provided 1l11licc to Ihe ddellse Ihat Ihis c.lse 

will he called Oil MOllday. r-.larcll 2.1, II)fIX. 

IT IS TIILRLFOIU·: ORDERED Ihal I Ill' dd~.'lldanl is collIpelelll to stalld trial and able 10 

Wlilil/Ill hn colldl/cl. II is li'rlller urllc, cd Ihal deICndall1 I.inda Tyler be rcllll'lied tll Ihe Cooper Building 

al Ihe Willia/ll S Iiall Illslilllle and Ihal she be llIade availahle to her nllol'lll'YS IiiI' Irial prcparalion. It is 

lilliher llrdcred Ihal Ihe case be COlllinlJed for rour weeks ulllillhe week of March 2.1, I <)<)S, when il will 

he calkd lill' Irial. This delclldalll is 10 he transporled hy Ihe Richlalld (OUllly Sheriffs Ocpnrtllleni III 

",rive III Ihe Willialll S. 11"III11slilule. 

IT IS SO OIU)I:IU:D. 

. This ~2_ <IllY or Febfllary, I 'J9K . 
Columbia. SC 

lJAiJJ;1J;-I!----
The Ilo"on~j Paul Shml I ()--
Presidill!:\ Jud!:\c 
Finh Judicinl Circuil 

.~:::' , . 
. :'" . ,:: 



STl\n; (W SOUTH CI\HoL [1/1\ 

COUIITY OF HI ClfL.MliJ 

St.ille: of Soulh Carol in.1 

-vs-

LI NUI\ TY LEH 

[)ef~ndant. 

IN 'r 1Ir: COURT 01'- GENr:RIIL Sr:SS IONS 
FIFTH JUDICII\L CIRCUIT 

o R tJ E R 

Wan'ant Nu.noeL': F2~~)91 

Indictment. Numberl 9&"CS-40-17046 

TO: WILLII\M S, HIILL PSYCHII\TRIC INSTITUTE 
HIClfLI\ND COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 

c.= ...0 
Till.,· 1Il,1tlel' C(llllef-l beron, me on mot Ion of coun~'ol for the c.Iofnnljnntcq"it.hr 

:::; -T1 ~, 
,--""" f~·" r 1 

lhn cUl1sel1!. of the ~;lilLn, for an On.le:: l'eqllirlnrJ t.he defendant, LtND~tYLEfl: tl5--' 
.• '1' - ~ 
::' ;:: ~ ~ 

1'(1 1.1:<111l1pOrLod .111d houuod fit tile William S, flaIl roychiatric,.,.InstiJelto· 
~y :r; ' ... 1 

1 .. W ,',' III' 1 " ) [ i I :;...,~ (/, ...I I ,'. (I"""'I! Ihlft,lll', 0" t.ha put'polle of any necessflL'y med cat~,\ .. )an~or\..-, 
'0 

_I U1 
1.1·, ... ILIIIl'l1t pI'loI' to tl.'1.11, i1rld i1 continuing eVllluation (OL' competency tSl-t s~nd 

t. I' i.1 I , The defel1dill1t's trial iu presently scheduled to commence during the 

W'.'ck uf Feoruary ;U, 19',H1. 

PUl"flllfll1t to .1 pri.')\' Court Order, the defendant 'III.IS ovaluated by Dr. Thomas 

W, Ih .. llL'mal1n III WSflPI fUI' L'ompolellcy to oland trial on December 6, 1996, and 

(1)/11111 t.() ho c;olnf'nl.ul1t, 

011 DocQlllb",r n, Iq<J"I, l.h~ de(enu.1nt IIppaanid oo(ore ,Tud'1o ThomaD Cooper 

IIpon II pro 119 nlllll.ol1 to I'ellave defel1se cOllnllel Douql<lO StL'icklor, which was 

lJ!'lIl1lnd. O!l (J<!(:fJIl1ueL' l~), 1'.1')7, .ludgu Cooper loouud lin oL'll.,r grllntinCjJ Ho. 

Tyl"!"11 mollnn lo .. ollnv~ cOlll1001, ordored the Publlc [)fI(ondur'a africa to 

I1l'l'ull1t'lIllolha!' nlt.l1L'l1oy to lho callo olnd sent HIl. Tyler to tho William S. I\all 

rllUt.ltliLu ror nil oVlllul1lloll "u to wholhol' or not Dho WolD nlaklnCjJ Ii knowin9 and 

volunlary waivor or her rlyht to an "tlol'l\ey. ' Chrlota nell of the' Public 

~I 
: .. \\ 

",'1,., 

. ,' .. , 
,. 



(Jcr."ld.,t': a Of (icc, along wi.th Tel'cn., ,Julina, "ho is i.n private practice, have 

iJo'·'n ap(JoLI,lecl 1.0 l"I'lpt'uoent M~., Tyler. Dr, BehL"lnann LFloued <1n erder on 

F<.,'bnlary II, I'JYll, CL,lldlny that Tyler WilS competent to m<lke <I W<liV'H' 0(: her 

l'i(Jht. t.o .1n atlol'ney. 

lIowever, on Fobruary IJ, 1998, <I(tel' iln eVu:ulltion by defense psyr.-hlatrist 

[Jr. [Jolin" SWill'lz-l/rltln ilnd [1r. Thomas Behrmann, a psychi<ltriot (('am William S. 

Hilll I.nflt.itute, lhl:' pill·ties agreed to havH Ms. Tyler commilted to the I\lilliam 

!;. 11.1\\ IIHltit,lI\.1~ for medLcatLon to inuuro Ilf~r competency {or lr'ial. While Dr. 

(eelo Mo. Tyler ill Iltill pl-eflently cumpetent, he agrees that 

I1wdi,:at.i·.>Il would ue helpful to pl-event her fl'om decompensation during periods 

o[ \JLre£Hl. Dr. Swal·tz-·Wollts' opinion is that Ms. Tyler Ls not presently 

C:Olll(lt'lp.llt: and needs meuical ion tu reotol-e het' competellcy. 

Tile Couct makes no f in<1ing Ilt this t. ime as to whether the defendant is 

compuLI..'nt to uland trIal, ,llid spec i [ iea II y reserves ouch issue Cot' the 

cI!,L(~nllill<tl ion by LhlO! tJ: ial judge. 

11' IS TIIEH~~~'OH~~ ORIH:HEIJ thrlt tho defelHlrlnt shall bo It'<lllsported by the 

Hir;ldollld Counly SherifC's Department to WSIIPI, Cooper nuilding, to be housed 

LiIHI"f.! IIIlL i I [lirlher oruer of tho COUL-t for the purpose of any necessary 

mediciltlon and/or t.realment l-elative to her compet~lIcy to stand trial. 

~·ut·thOt'mOL'e, whllo lit WSHPI the defendant 0110\11 be ex<\mineu L"o~lative to her 

rnonL.ll c:/IlJllcity t.o otand trial pursuant to S.C. Code Soction 44·'2)-410 (1976). 

IT IS FURTIII':H OHUERIW th,1t nothing uedvod Crom thl' compotenc:y evaluation 

and oUDorvntl.on or the deCund4nl whl.la at Willlam S. lIall Poychiatric InBtitut·o.· .<.:" 
. ~,,",-

be uoed agaLnBt the do fondant by the State in any oentencing proceeding;':~. 
.: ::/',,1 :._' .. :'~!il"!.;.~""'".t, 

incllldifl<J but not limitod to statoments made by tho defendant, recorda, . 



ex ,!m.i l1il t i Ul1a, leslA, 110lt.'S, oboel'val iOllfl of the d'1Cenu.1nt, nr any other 

mat.e,: i<1 J B. 

1T [S FUIITIlr:n OIWEIlED tlhH. tilt.' dnCalld<1I1t.'fj counoei, Christa nell rlnd/or 

Tel'eOit ,Juhns, 011.111 be notified, illld allowed to be preoent,. during 1In,/ 

il1LerviuwlJ, Pox,lmin<1!. Lons, leals, or procedures, l-elatlve to any 

C:OJ1l[JE)ll!IICY evail/at iOIl. 

ANn IT r5 so OHDERED. 

cial CirclIit 

19(J8 

~-<{/-~ 
c:hriflla Bell 
['ul>lic: llefendAr. 

CONSENT: 

~·~H.yf}; ~~-­SO~~~----
(;o'"lne1 (01· tile DeCend<1nt Fifth CirclIi .. 



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA) 
COUNTY OF RICHLAND ) 

IN TilE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 
Warrant Number: F-252391 

The State of South Carolina, ) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

, n~;'~ 0 
_ 'i' .)~ ;~.~: ,-!~_\d 'j .. v~ ,(\ 

n'," , . .J (.,..,./ 
!~" 1)1, - 'r1) ~ , 

ORDER FOR COMPETENCY EVi~¥t~TrdN('~ , 

'~?"9' ~' a 
<1'Cl' c.r. ~ _ , 

'<fl ~ a, . ~ " 
This matter comes before me on motion of counsel for the defendant, ~ith the cons~ 

VS. 

Defendant.. ) 
Linda Tyler, 

of counsel for the State, who seeks an Order requiring the defendant Linda Tyler, charged with 

Murder, to submit to competency, M'Naughten, and psychological evaluations. 

Attorney for defendant submits that said evaluation is necessary based on: (1) prior 

psychological problems and treatment on the part of the defendant, and (2), his observations of 

his client during the course of his representation. 

I have considered the showing made in resr~ct to the motion and am' of the opinion that 

tile defendant should be so examined pursuant to the statutory provisions of this State. 

NOW-THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that the defendant shall be: 

(a) Examined and observed at the appropriate facility of tne South 

Carolina Department of Mental Health for a period not to exceed 

fifteen (15) days relative to her mental competence to stand trial 

pursuant to'S.c. Code Ann. §44-23-410(1) or (2) (1976, as 

amended); and shall be: 

(b) Examined as aforesaid to determine whether or not the above-

named defendant is criminally responsible pursuant to the 

M'Naughten test for her actions on or about September 26. 1996; 

·' 



.. '~ 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED iliat defendant shall be: 

(c) If found responsible pursuant to the M'Naughten test, e,;amined as 

aforesaid to determine whether or not, because of mental disease 

or defect, the defendant lacked sufficient capacity to conform her 

conduct to the requirement of the law as applied int eh statutory 

section relating to the plea of Guilty But Mentally Ill. S.c. Code 

Ann. §17-24-20 (1976, as amended); and shall be: 

(d) Referred automatically for evaluation to the Stale Department of 

Disabilities and Special Needs if there is any evidence of mental 

retardation. 

The Ordered examination shall be requested by the Solicitor and scheduled by the 

examining facility as soon as possible. The defendant is to be transported by. the Richland 

County Sheriff's Department to arrive at the examining facility at the time established by 

confirmed appointment with the staff of the examining facility. 

The defendant continues under the jurisdiction of this Court. If the defendant is currently 

free on bond or personal recognizance, such bail is hereby revoked to the extent necessary to 

carry out the provisions of this Order. 

If the examination and observation of the defendant has not been concluded at the end 

V of fifteen (15) days, the defendant may be kept in the custody of the Department of Me'1tal 

Health for an additional period not to exceed fifteen (15) days, provided the Superintendent of 

the facility so requests the additional period for observation and examination in writing. 

Within five (5) days of the examination or at the concl.usion of the observation period. 

2 

; . 



a written report shalI be made to the court,PUTsuant to S.C. Code Ann. §44-23-420 (1976, as 

amended) . 

If. in the judgment of the designated examiners or the Superintendent of the Department 

of Mental Health facility, the defendant is presently mentally ill and in need of hospitalization, 

then the said defendant shall be retained in the custody of the Department of Mental Health until 

such time as a hearing, required and provided for by S.C. Code Ann. §44-23-430 (1976, as 

amended), may be conducted by this Court. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that any and all oral or written statements made by the 

defendant concerning the above charges and communicated to any physicians or hospital 

personnel in conjunction with this psychiatric examination shall not be admissible in evidence 

against the defendant ill any criminal trial concerning these charges, that is to say that any and 

all communication hy the defendant to hospital personnel are protected by the attorney-client 

privilege and that the State shall be prohibited from calIing any physicians or hospital personnel 
'\ 

for the purpose of testifying in Court as to any statements made to them by the defendant 

concerning the facts about the criminal charges, except as follows: (1) Where a compt:tency 

hearing is required outside the presence of the jury; or (2) Where the defense has experts testify 

and such experts, upon questioning by the defense, make reference to statements made by the 

defendant concerning the crimes alleged; or (3) Where sanity and/or mental illness becomes an 

issue requiring expert testimony from the examining physicians of the state psychiatric facility, 

then said physicians may testify as to their diagnosis and their reasons supporting said diagnosis, 

however, the defendant's exact statements, or the fact that the defendant made any such 

admissions, about the facts of the alleged crime, shall not be admissible as evidence unless the 

3 

.:.' 
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n~r,~ j oj\.) ~,,: Cl~8 .~. _{ .. .J .··.;:.;u 

dcfend;mt consents to their admission. or where any of the previous exemptions are met. The 

privileged nature of a defendant's statement to a psychiatrist. including examiners with a state 

hospital. has been recognized by the South Carolina Supreme Court. State v. llitopou/us. 309 

S.E.2d 747 (1983); State v. Myers 67 S.E.2d 506.508 (1951). The Court notes that the parties 

make no agreement or waiver concerning any statements made by the defendant offered for 

impeachment ·purposes if the defendant testifies. so that such an issue. if it arises during the 

hearing. trial. or other proceeding where the defendant testifies in this case. is reserved for the 

presiding judge. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED. 

Columbia. South Carolina 

This JiL day of October. 1996. 

I SO MOVE: 

I CONSENT: 

·eP. 

4 
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.,J IIOt! ~'fdl) 1 ., '1'1 -
. STAT~ O~:"H CAROLINA 

County of 1\"uc. H LAW) 
! In Ibe Conrl of Common Pleas . 

--t1 21 Lw
J
\1'-Ii'do N )~ 1 ~fij2lf&-1 Yo 

Full namt and prison num~r (II any} 0/ Applicant, 

APPLICATION FOR ~7j ~ All G n'1bI:8SI~TG 
, ~ , HNl7Eft[ 

,-:"> ~ 

POST·CONVICTION R~rEF ~ 15 c-, :-:'1 0 _ :x: 

lNSTRUCTlONS - READ CAREFULLY 

~~ < 'Jr-
. n1 I - .;::.-

$:~_" .r- r;g 
G)~ -p fTln 
i:.n ::: :r 0 cO , \) 

ro Sl --1::0 ...... 
f· <::)-of 
. Cl CX) -< 

In order.for this application to receive consideration by the Court, it shall be in writing (legiblY' handwritten or 
typewritten), signed by the applicant and verified (notarized). and it shall set forth in concise form the answers to each 
applica61e·-qiiesdoii. n necessiry,appficaiitinay"Curnlsh-hls"answe'r' to-a pariicuIarq'uestlon on the" reverse 'Side 'of the -
page or on an additional page, Applicant shall make it clear to which questi~n any such continued answer refers. 

Since every application must be sworn to under oath, any false statement of a material fact therein may serve as 
the basis of prosecution and conviction for perjury. Applicants should, therefore, exercise care to assure that all 
answers are true and correct, . 

If the application is taleen in forma pauperis, it shall include an affidavit (attached at the back of the form) setting 
forth information wh.ich establishes that applicant will be unable to pay'the: fees and costs of the proceedings. When 
the application is completed. the original shaH be mailed to the Clerk orCourt for the County in which applicant was 
convicted. 

Z. Name and location of Co~rt which imposed sent~nce'B I c.H l ,q I\CD CDtfl\f,1''{ 
GEt{(~l\BJ S(~SSIONS C6.1il.~~ CQjurnbiiv,3,C. ~q21>1 

3. The indictment number or numbe'rs (if known) upon which and the offense or offenses for which sentence was 
imposed: 

(a) nu.\~~ - q~ -- 11tJt!(p 
(b) A4;L 
(c) ;;AdL 

4. The date upon which sentence was imposed and the terms of the sentence: 

(a) ,n,q~ch \ q~'111 t<J98 
(b) JYA 
(c) rill 



S. Check wh~ther a finding of guilty was made 

{a} after a plea of guilty Nil 
(b) after a plea of not guilty -1-' f-lf~·J...:::~~ ________ ~ _____ :-.-____ .' __ 

(c) after a plea of nolo ~ontendere --+-/G ..... tb~. ~ ________________ _ 

6. Di'-!OU appeal from the judgment of conviction or the imposition of sentence? 

-IF-'S ~ 
7, If you answered "yes" to (6), list 

.(b) the result in each such Court to which you appealed: 

i. :Denied. 
ii. 'V t.;nstd 

iii. '1)eOl:f.d. 
(c) [he date of each such result: 

i', ~UAf-t1 ~GcJ2 
.. TL~~~+ ag~~ 

III. Ii.sf LQ 

(d) if known, citations of any written opinion or or~ers entered pursuant \0 such results: 

i. "AftL 
ii. ~ 

Ill. Aa--

8, If you answered "no" to (6), state your reasons for not so appealing: 

,(a) ~, 

(b) ,4«'/ .' 

(c) ,~ 

, (e) 



~. 

.j 

II. Prior to this applicacion have you filed with respect to this conviction 

(a) any pelition in a State COurt under South Carolina ~~W? _j~~:==.J~A ________ ~--,-. ___ _ 
"-\r (b) any petitions in State or Federal Courts for habeas corpus or post·convictions relief? _---!.:.:.t:=;"O;;;;.' ___ _ 

(c) any petitions in the United States Supreme Court for certiorari other than petitions, if any, already specified 

in (7)? ,IIA.:.-. 
(d) any other petitions, motions or applications in chis or any other Court? 

'-\...Q,O- . . . 
( 

12. If you answere.d "yes" to any part of (11), list with respect to each petition, motion or application: 

(a) the specific nature thereof: 0 0 

i. Tbk3 C6U{01'~ ~ (LliLe] (j~ Pfb]S h r vCJ?et,:t/-
H. ~~ It? '5Q\S.W-T ~~ 

iii. ~-~ C..--Ol~ 5uf_WlE _~L 
iv . ...1ta.... 

(b) the name and loca 'on of the Court in which each was filed: 

ii. 

. iii, 

. iv. A--k 

== 
IV. ~ 

(e) if known. citations of any written opinions or orders entered pursuant to each such disposition: 

i. h?=-
ii. ~ 

II\, ~ 

iv. ...A--
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15. If any ground set forth in (9) has not previously been pres~nted to any Court, State or Federal, set forth the 
ground, and state concisely the reasons why such ground has not previously been presented: 

(a) ~. 
(b) /l.c=-

(c) 4~ 

16. Were you represcnt=d by an aU<Jrney at any time during the course of: 

, (a) your arraignment and plea? --It----=:..-..--:-____________________ _ 
(b) your trial, if any? _7'\---.lo....~..::;...;:..Q.:;;;,,~ _______________________ _ 

(~~ursentencing? _-_\~~~ ______ ~ _______________ ~_ 

. (d) . your- appe~I.- ii'any; from· the jud~ent·of-conviction-or the 'imposition of:sentence? _·~~.g .... ·.l:\"'!:~r· __ --.;;, __ 

(e) preparation, presentation or consideration of any petitions. motions or applications with respect to this con· 

viction, which yo~ filed? _~_\+~""""'=-____ ~ ___________ ~ ____ _ 
I7.If you answered "yes" to one or more parts of (16). list: '. 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA I 
:D" I) I VERIFlC~TJON 

County of =1\IC 1\ AI\ C. 

1.1; n d,q ~Wf 11 Lc-l[ It IlfBlY{J . b,;ng duly ,wo,. upOn my 
oath, depose and say that 1 have subscribed to thdoregoing application; that 1 know the contentS there,of; that it in­
cludes every ground known 10 me for vacating, setting aside or correcting the conviction and sentence attacked in this 
application; and that the matters and allegations therein set fort . 

(.-
,"T'\ 

"'" ~ 
("1"Z: , 

n·~ 
SWORN to and subscribed before me this C2 (0 

, . 
~-.. 
' .,., 
~:E 
C)' 
,:t, 
<./'In 

OJ 
~ 
0 
M 

. My-€om~ission -E·xpires:· -oLJ~ ILI·-;(f]· f~. 

APPLICATION TO PROCEED WiTH9UT PREPAYMENT 
OF COSTS AND. AFFIDAVIT 

IN SUPPORT THEREOF 

~ 
c:;:) --..... 
c:;:) c=:; 
-r- ::t:: 
0 -tt r -< 

-~ I -z 
.;;- I 0 

-0 P1n 
:J: ag 
tf! ::: 

~ 

0 -( 

Cl) 

I. • hereby apply for leave to 
proceed in this action without prepayment of fees or costs or security therefor. In support of my application I declare 
under penalty of perjury that the following facts are true: . 

(1) 1 am the applicant in this action and I believe I am entitled 'to redress. 

(2) Because of my poverty· ( am unable to pay the costs ~>itHj1-Rr 
. /. 

SWORN or affirmed to and subscribed before me this 

My Commission Expircs 04-1tf-JJ/~ 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF RICHLAND 

Linda Tyler, #248190, 

Applicant, 

v. 

State of South Carolina, 

Respondent. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

2010-CP-40-7794 

FINAL ORDER 

This matter comes before this Court by way of an Application for post-conviction relief 

(PCR) filed November 4, 2010, Respondent made a Return and Motion to Dismiss on September 

27, 2011, requesting that the application be summarily dismissed. Pursuant to this request, and 

after reviewing the original pleadings in this matter and the relevant records attached thereto, this 

Court issued a Conditional Order of Dismissal dated April 13, 2012, and filed April 16, 2012, 

provisionally denying and dismissing this action, while giving the Applicant thirty (30) days 

from the date of service of said Order to show why the dismissal should not become final. 

Attached to this Final Order and incorporated herein by reference is an Affidavit of Service dated 

May 3, 2012, serving the above-mentioned Conditional Order of Dismissal on Applicant. 

Applicant responded to the Conditional Order of Dismissal by way of several pro se 

documents. The first, filed March 11,2011, was entitled "The (Applicant's) submits this Briefiri 

Opposition of the State's Order of Dismissal." In this document. Applicant submitted the 

following objections to the Conditional Order of Dismissal: 
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"'- . 

The second was a document dated April 30th
, 2012, was entitled "The (Applicant) 

Submits this Reply Brief, in Opposition of the State's Conditional Order." In it, Applicant 

submitted the following objections to Respondent's Conditional Order of Dismissal within 

numerous exhibits: 

1. Exhibit B 

2. Exhibit H 
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4. Exhibit J 

After a thorough review of the record before this Court and Applicant's response, this 

Court finds the current application for post-conviction relief must be denied with prejudice. First, 

the majority of Applicant's claims are those that raise direct appeal issues that are procedurally 

barred by S.c. Code Ann. § 17-27-20(b) (2003). Post-conviction relief is not a substitute for a 

direct appea\. Simmons v. State, 264 S.C. 417, 215 S.E.2d 883 (1974). A post-conviction relief 

application cannot assert any issues that could have been raised at trial or on direct appeal. 

Ashley v. State, 260 S.c. 436, 196 S.E.2d 501 (1973). The Applicant could have raised this 

issue at trial or on appeal. Her failure to do so has waived this allegation as a ground for relief. 
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Therefore, this Court finds these allegations to be meritless, and sees no reason as to \vhy the 

application should not be dismissed in this regard. 

Applicant's objections regarding an improper Life Without Parole sentence under S.c. 

Code § 17-25-45 are both untimely raised and without merit based on the- record before this 

court. According to Applicant's South Carolina Department of Corrections records, she was 

previously incarcerated in 1976 for Assault and Battery with Intent to Kill and Armed Robbery, 

either of which could serve as a prior "most serious" offense under S.c. Code § 17-25-

45(c)(I)(2003). Further, the allegation is untimely raised and inappropriate for PCR as it should 

have been raised on direct appeal. 

The remainder of Applicant's objections are successive and untimely claims of 

ineffective assistance of trial and appellate counsel, barred from being brought herein. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that, for the reasons set forth herein as well as in the 

Court I S Conditional Order of Dismissal, the application for PCR is hereby denied and dismissed 

with prejudice. This Court hereby advises Applicant that he must file and serve a Notice of 

Appeal within thirty (30) days of the service of this Order to secu~e appellate review. See Rule 

203, SCACR. Applicant's attention is directed to Rule 243, SCACR, for the procedures 

following the filing and service of the notice of appeal. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED this ___ day of _________ , 2012. 

_______ , South Carolina. 

JAMES R. BARBER, III 
Chief Administrative Judge for Common Pleas 
Fifth Judicial Circuit 
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• . , . KrJ) 

STATE O~TH CAROLINA 
J ()lfI~ "'l-dO 1 "1 '1'1' ! . In the Court of Common PIe .. 

. Count~ of 1<~ Co H LA ND 

k1 21 CaJ\l'-pedo N)~ t&fBt,2y&-/fo 
Full namt and prison num~r (i/ any) 0/ Applicant. 

Au'!. Gb~IJJfSmTl? 
)'1 f?\.116YRTff~J~s1t1.5 

APPLICATION FOR ~il ~ 
. ,"":"> =:! 

POST·CONVICTION R~tgF ~ r5 
(-,:-:' <::> :z: 
. -i <: ",­
~--; I _.~ 

• .." .&:- --
~< I a 
c). -0 fI1 n 
c.') ...!.. ::r r-. CJc:: . n '-J 

lNSTRUCTIONS - READ CAREFULLY en ~ z 
::0 <:::) -i 

. C:J~ -< 
In order.for this application to receive consideration by the Court, it shall be in writing (legib1Y'handwritten or 

typewritten), signed by the applicant and verified (notarized), and it shall set forth in concise form the answers to each 
applica61e"qiieition', n necessary,appHcani"inay'fumlslthlS"'answe'i' toi particularq'uestlon on iiie'reverse'slrle 'ofthe -
page or on an additional page. Applicant shall make it clear to which questi~n any such continued answer refers. 

Since every application must be sworn to under oath. any false statement of a material fact therein may serve as 
the basis of prosecution and conviction for perjury. Applicants should, therefore, exercise care to assure that all 
answers are true and correct. 

If the application is talcen in forma pauperis, it shall include an affidavit (attached a't the back of the form) setting 
forth information wh.ich establishes that applicant will be unable t'o pa~'the fees and costs of the proceedings. When 
the application is completed. the original shall be mailed to the Clerk of Court for the County in which applicant was 
convicted, 

- S _. ':'(i. 

2. Name and location of Court which i~POSed sent~nce B I C·[..J l ,q I\,fD CIJLCI\f.1'\( 
Get1l?f\taJ S£2'SsrONS, C(),d2-~~ CQJurnbdv,S'(!,. ()Q2o/ 

3. The indictment number or numbe'rs (if known) upon which and the offense or offenses for which sentence was 
imposed: 

(a) n\"\rd.-c~ - q~ - / 1tJ tf~ 
(b) A/U<-
ec) A4,... ... 

4. The date upon which sentence was imposed and the terms of the sentence: 

(a) ·n A~ch l '1~'1rI 1998 
(b) JYA 
(c) rVll 



S. Check whether a finding of guilty was made 

(~ afiera~eaofguil~~~~u~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
(b) after a plea of not guilty -1-' t-'f_·.J-==~::..-_______ ~ ____ ~ ___ .' __ 
(c) afler a plea of nolo contendere -4-iG .... (b:;;::.. :....-~ ________ ~ ____ ~ __ 

6. Di~OU appeal from the judgment of conviction or the imposition of sentence? 

&S A' 

7. If you answered "yes" to (6), list 

(b) the result in each such Court to which you appealed: 
. i. 1)eclcd. 

ii. 'v t?l\st.d 
iii. ·1)eOXf.d. 

(c) (he date of each such result: 

( ~UA1Y1 ~~Q2 ... Iiti~+ a~~~~ 
III. l1.sf CO 

(d) if known, citations of any written opinion or or~ers entered pursuant to such results: 

i. t.:~ 
ii. ~ 

III. /1...a--

8. If you answered "no" to (6), state your reasons for not so appealing: 

.(a) ~. 

(b) ,44'< 

(c) .~ 



g. 

.j 

11. Prior to this application have you filed with respect to this conviction 

(a) any petition in a State Court under South Carolina ~~W? _:i-\~:::=.:l .... A~ ______ -.,,~...:.' ___ _ 
-....;r 

(b) any petitions in State or Federal Courts for habeas corpus or post·convictions relief? _-.!.:..(;;;;."Q..;;;;;. .. ___ _ 

(c) any petitions in the United States Supreme Court for certiorari other than petitions, if any, already specified 

in (7)? ,1lA.:..-. 
(d) any other petitions, motions or applications in this or any other Court? 

"\.JL,~. . . 
12. If you answer~d "yes" 10 any part of (II). list with respect to each petition. motion Or application: 

(a) the specific nature thereof: 0 0 

i. Tbk:i C6U{0f'~ (Sf; C1JlLl1l (IN P[tms h r vGf?et,:t/-
H. 11fl-~ <S:IP<JES 5l;2 IS ~w. T ?:,t Vf' 
iii. ~ C£-.col~ 5LLf~ C6...u~ 
.iv.~ 

" 
(b) the. name and loea ·on of the Court in which each was filed: 

i. .. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~gc~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ii. tT~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~uu~~~~~~~~~~~~LU~~~ 

. iii- ..;a~~~.L....S~.o.L.!:::::~~LJ.4.L.J.!::::..!...~2-!.J.:::~:1..!!:...!!:::L!.l'-P~-J..J,...J.~~....c:!:::..L""':::~~~L-_ .... 

iv.·~ 

(C)t~'dE?r 

Ill. _~~~~~L-______ -:""' ___________________ """:""_ 

. iv. /L.G::= 

== 
IV. ~ 

(e) if known, citations of any written opinions or orders entered pursuant to each such disposition: 

i. A=:-
ii. ~ 

III. ~ 

iv. ...-A--
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< -------

(.a) whichJ[ou~ds have been pr~sented: 

i. 1'10 . (J . . 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~#~ ii. 

iii. 

15. If any ground set forth in (9) has not previously been pres~nted to any Court, State or Federal, set forth the 
ground, and Slate concisely the reasons why such ground has not previously been presented: 

(a) ~. 

(b) Ae---

(c) /Ie=' 

16. Were you represent:d by an attllrney at any time during the course of: 

(a) your arraignment and plea? -U----===------: ____________________ _ 
(b) your trial, if any? _~~~=..Q.~~:... _______________________ _ 

(c) your sentencing? _-_\..L;-l:.::..:~::::..-_______________________ _ 

. (d-) . yoll1' appeal,- if·any; frem-the jud~ent-of-conviction·or the'imposition or:sentence? ....:·~~,..fl-.. ~~_. __ -..,;;.--:;_ 

(e) preptUation, presentation or consideration of any petitions, motions or applications ~ith respect to this con­

viction, which yo~ filed? --......:-\~:-R-4=:..::o:=-:=...-------------------:...-----
17. If you answered "yes" to one or more parts 0[(16), list: 

i. 

ii. 

I 
iii. 
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·11 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA I 
:D' I) I VERlFlC~ TION 

County of 4\!C ,I) AI\ C. 

1, L; n dil ~Wl 11 Lc-rc It t lf8..fria , be;., dulY'wom upon my 
oath, depose and say that 1 have subscribed to [he foregoing application; that 1 know the contents thereof; that it in­
cludes every ground known to me for vacatillg, setting aside or correcting the conviction and sentence attacked in this 
application; and that the matters and allegations therein set fort . 

~-
,~ 

~ 

~ n=:. 
n'~ 

SWORN to and subscribed before me this c?l (p 
, . 
~-., 

' iTt 
~:E 
c)' 
,:t, 
<./'In 

c:P 
~ 
0 
r1 

. My-€om~ission -Expires:' -oLJ~/L/ '-;;u], f~, 

APPLICATION TO PROCEED WITU9Uf PREPAYMENT 
OF COSTS AND, AFFIDAVIT 

IN SUPPORT THEREOF 

~ 
c;:::) ---c;:::) C"') 
7- :t: 
0 -"ill ...c: _"P 

I -% 
;- I 0 

-0 riln 
:x ag 
~ 

:: 
-i 

0 -<. 
(l) 

I. • hereby apply for leave to 
proceed in this action without prepayment of fees or costs or security therefor. In support of my application I declare 
under penalty of perjury that the following facts are true: ' 

(I) 1 am the applicant in this action and I believe I am entitled 'to redress, 

(2) Because of my poverty, I am unable to pay the costs ~>itfi,1-W 
. /. 

SWORN or affirmed to_and subscribed before me this 

My Commission Expires a L/--1tf-cJO!.~ 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF RICHLAND 

Linda Tyler, #248190, 

Applicant, 

v. 

State of South Carolina, 

Respondent. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 'CIRCUIT 

2010-CP-40-7794 

FINAL ORDER 

This matter comes before this Court by way of an Application for post-conviction relief 

(PCR) filed November 4, 2010, Respondent made a Return and Motion to Dismiss on September 

27,2011, requesting that the application be summarily dismissed. Pursuant to this request, and 

after reviewing the original pleadings in this matter and the relevant records attached thereto, this 

Court issued a Conditional Order of Dismissal dated April 13, 2012, and filed April 16, 2012, 

provisionally denying and dismissing this action, while giving the Applicant thirty (30) days 

from the date of service of said Order to show why the dismissal should not become final. 

Attached to this Final Order and incorporated herein by reference is an Affidavit of Service dated 

May 3, 2012, serving the above-mentioned Conditional Order of Dismissal on Applicant. 

Applicant responded to the Conditional Order of Dismissal by way of several pro se 

documents. The first, filed March 11,2011, was entitled "The (Applicant's) submits this Briefiri 

Opposition of the State's Order of Dismissal." In this document. Applicant submitted the 

following o~jections to the Conditional Order of Dismissal: 
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The second was a document dated April 301
\ 2012, was entitled "The (Applicant) 

Submits this Reply Brief, in Opposition of the State's Conditional Order." In it, Applicant 

submitted the following objections to Respondent's Conditional Order of Dismissal within 

numerous exhibits: 

1. Exhibit B 

2. Exhibit H 
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4. Exhibit J 

After a thorough review of the record before this Court and Applicant's response, this 

Court finds the current application for post-conviction relief must be denied with prejudice. First, 

the majority of Applicant's claims are those that raise direct appeal issues that are procedurally 

barred by S.c. Code Ann. § 17-27-20(b) (2003). Post-conviction relief is not a substitute for a 

direct appeal. Simmons v. State, 264 S.C. 417, 215 S.E.2d 883 (1974). A post-conviction relief 

application cannot assert any issues that could have been raised at trial or on direct appeal. 

Ashley v. State, 260 S.C. 436, 196 S.E.2d 501 (1973). The Applicant could have raised this 

issue at trial or on appeal. Her failure to do so has waived this allegation as a ground for relief. 
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Therefore, this Court finds these allegations to be meritless, and sees no reason as to why the 

application should not be dismissed in this regard. 

Applicant's objections regarding an improper Life Without Parole sentence under S.c. 

Code § 17-25-45 are both untimely raised and without merit based on the record before this 

court. According to Applicant's South Carolina Department of Corrections records, she was 

previously incarcerated in 1976 for Assault and Battery with Intent to Kill and Armed Robbery, 

either of which could serve as a prior "most serious" offense under S.C. Code § 17-25-

45(c)(I)(2003). Further, the allegation is untimely raised and inappropriate for PCR as it should 

have been raised on direct appeal. 

The remainder of Applicant's objections are successive and untimely claims of 

inetTective assistance of trial and appellate counsel, barred from being brought herein. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that, for the reasons set forth herein as well as in the 

Court I S Conditional Order of Dismissal, the application for PCR is hereby denied and dismissed 

with prejudice. This Court hereby advises Applicant that he must file and serve a Notice of 

Appeal within thirty (30) days of the service of this Order to secure appell~te review. See Rule 

203, SCACR. Applicant's attention is directed to Rule 243, SCACR, for the procedures 

following the filing and service of the notice of appeal. 

AND IT IS SO ORDERED this ___ day of _________ • 2012. 

-------, South Carolina. 

JAMES R. BARBER, III 
Chief Administrative Judge for Common Pleas 
Fi fth Judicial Circuit 
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Swor~ 6e/Jre. ~e-. ~ ~~ J-0JOI;}-/ 

~£~~~ 
'My Commission Expires August 12, 2015 


