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11 . That the signing of the transcript of deposition
12 by the witness Is walved. - q
.13 A LA

.14 Rev. Larry Williams, first being duly sworn, deposes and
.15 says as follows:

.20 rapresent the Charlotte Mecklenburg Hospital
21 Authority In a lawsuit that's heen filed agalnst
22 them on behalf Owen CIIEE You've been listed as
23 a witness In the case, and | understand you're
24 married to Owen's grandmother.

Deposition of Rev. Larry Williams i
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1 Deposition of Rev. Larry Willlams, taken before me,
2 Shirley Dallas-Gemald, CVR-CM, a Notary Public for the
3 Slate of South Carolina, In the law offices of the Shaw
4 Law Firm, Rock Hill, South Carolina, commencing at 10.05
5 a.m. on October 25, 2012 In accordance with the South

6  Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure.

7 It was stipulated by and between Counsel for the

8  Plaintifi{s).and Counsel for the Defendant(s) that this

9 . deposition Is taken for any purpose allowed under the
10 South Carofina Rules of Clvil Procedurs.

16 . EXAMINATION- (ByMr Todd)
17 Q Your name, pleasa?

18 A Lamy Williams.

19 Q Mr. Wililams, my name (8 Monty Todd, and | *

25 A That's correct.
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1 Q You've been listed. Bo this is my opportunity to
2 ask you about who you are and about what you know
3 about the lawsult.
4 A Okay.
s @ Now, have you ever given a deposition before?
6 A No.
7 @ Well, you'va been sworn to tall the truth by the
8 court reporter 80 you're under oath Just as you
s would be before a judge and a jury; do you
10 understand that? )
11 A Yes,sin
12 Q Andiflaskyoua questlon, you don't hear it, you
13 don't understand it, for any reason you're not sure
14 about that question, if you'll ask me to repeat it
15 or rephrase ItI'll be happy to do so. If you need
16 'to take a break for" any reason let me know. I'II
17 be happy to lst you take a break.
18 A Okay.
19 'Q AndI'm golng to ask you a lot of questloris about
20 yoursslif that may go back some time and if you've
21 given me an answer that's an estimate or an
22 approximatlon, just lst me know so the record will
23 roflact that.
2¢ A Okay,
.25 Q Now, have you reviewsd any records or writings or
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4-2-59.

Where were you homn?

Columbia, South Carolina.

And what's your education?

1 have a GED and took soms classes at Midland Tech
and York Tech.

How far did you go in school?

1 went to the ninth grads.

Where? What school?

Langford Junior High In Augusla. Georgla

So you were born in Augusta. where did you grow u
- - - I'm serry, you're born in Golumbia, where
did you grow up?

The first 14 years of my life was in Augusta.

And did you leave Augusta when you were 147

Yes, sir.

Whare did you go?

We moved to Columbla with my mom.

Are your mother and father stil alive?

No.

Do you have any brothers or sisters?

I do.

How many?

-We just lost a brother, There's three boys and two
glris.

k)
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1 anything to prepare for this deposition?
2 A lactualy read my wife's depsltion and also my
3 * step-daughter Just to find out what a deposlilon --
-4 ‘whal all tikes place. o
5 Q@ Sotokind of give you an Idea of the
6 guestionfanswer process ---
7 A" Right,
8 Q And are you represented by a lawyer?
$ A No. : :
- 10 Q_  Other than reading your wife and - - - Is Kayla,
J11 would she be your step-daughter or did you ever
‘12 adopt her officially? .
‘13 A No. No. She's my step-daughter.
14 © Q But other than reading your wife and your stop-
.15 daughter's dapositlon, did you read anything else
116 or do anything elsé to’ preparé for the deposition?
17 A No, sir.
18 Q Doyouknow who Ellzabeth Hope Ralnay is?
S19 A ldo,
20 Q Wholsshe?
“21 A . She's an attorney.
22 Q@ Does shs have any first-hand informatlori about this
23 case to your kriowledge? $ '
24 A Not to my knowledge.
25 Q Now, what's your blrthday?

Dallas Reporting, Inc.
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Q And so at one time there wers four of you?

A Four boys and two girls at orie time.

Q Do any of your slblings live in York County?

A Yes. ’ ‘

Q Let me ask you about the ones that live In York
County. i

A You want names?

Q Please. : -

A Carl Williams, he's the baby brother. And Charlene ]

Blackwelder, those ars tha two.

Q What does Carl do? Ishe---
A He's a pastor.

Q And where is he a pastor?

A Lighthouss Peritecostal Holihess In Fort Mill.
Q He ls marrled?

A Hels.

Q What's his wife's name?

A Pam.

Q Where is she from originally?
A Wiliiston, '

Q

County other than your brother?
Yes, she's got relatives here.
What would their last names be?
She's got some Blackwelders and that's it, most of

803-328-9640
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1 them Blackwelders. )
2 Q@ Now,Is Charlene Blackwelder, is she In law
3 enforcement?
4 A Shals,
5 Q And she's your sister?
6 A Shels. .
7 Q@ Where do your qther brolhers and slsters live? Do
8 they live in South Carolina?

.9 A Yes.-

‘10 @ Where In South Carolina? .

‘11 A Columbia and North Augusta.

‘12 Q lknow you've got ong brother who Is a pastor An)

113 other slblings that are pastors Or=e-

‘14 A My oldest brother Is a chaplain.

;15 Q@ And what's hls name?

.16 A ElbertWiliams.

‘27  Q Where Is he a chaplain?

‘18 A He's In Columbla; )

1o Q Andhe'sa chaplain for whom?

20 A For his church, Life Springs.
21 Q |sthata Pentecostal church as well?

22 A (Indlcating yes)

’ 23 Q Now, one thing | should have told you thls is when

‘24, you shake your head, | understand your answer

1 25 . perfectly. But she doesn't like to Interpret so if

Dallas Reporting, Inc. 803-328-9640
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1 A Okay. . |
2  Q Soyoumoved: lo COIumbna, if my math Is right, somg
3 tlma around 1974?
4 A Correct. :

.5 @ Andwhatdid you do when you got to Columbla? DIg
[ you work or what did.you do? i
7 A When|became of age to work, | did. take ajobin
8 . Columbia: .

9 Q Wall when you moved wlth your brolher when you

] were 15 ware you going to any kind of school?

11 A Notatlthattime. . .

12 Q Whatwere doing during lhat time perlod?

13 A lguess uslenjoying halng a tesnager, | guess. at

14 that time. oo

15 Q How old wereyou when you ﬂrst went to work?

16 A Sixtesn.

17 Q@ And where did you go to work?

18 A, lwaentto work for Lécke Screen.

19 @ s thattee shir{ printing?

| 20 A They made screen dcors and screen windows.

21 Q .How long.did you work with them?.

22 A Probably maybe a year.

23 Q .Any other jobs? | know now you'ra a reverend.

24 What other Jobs have you held befora you became a

25 pastor?

Dallas Reporting, Inc. 803-328-9640
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1 you will, answer with words. I'll help us with the
2 record.
13 A Ckay.
4 Q You'll probably forget because if | were ln your
. 5 case I'm sure I'd forget too. All right. Why did
6 you drop out of school In the ninth grade?
7 A Family - - - when the divorce ook place.
‘'8 Q Yourmother and father divorced?
-9 A Yes,sl.
;10 @  And you were living in Augusta?
11 A |was,
i12 Q@ Andwhat did you do aftar the divorce? Did you
13 live with your mother or father or somebody slse?
14 A |wentand lived with my brother.
15 Q InColumbia?
16 A Yes,sir
17 Q.. Andhow were you at that time?
18 A Fifteen. , ,
19 Q After you moved to Columbla you didn't do any
20 further high school?
22 A No,sir.
22 Q@ When did you get your GED?
23 A | gotmy GED probably in 1981 maybs.
24 @ Putthat down as an estimate. We won't hotd you t

25 " an exact date.

Dallas Reporting, Inc. 803-328-9640
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1 A |did take a job In Columbia working in the
2 slaughterhouss and really hated it.
3 Q Whatwere you slaughtering?
4 A Hogs.
5/ Q Hogs. | can ses why that wouldbea~--
6 A Yeah. )
7 & Youware earnlng‘ your money doing that.
8 A Ysah. Gave usa ham for a.bonus at Christmastime.
9 @ Well, that's appropriate.
10 A Yaah
11 Q@ Howlong did you work In the slaughtarhuuse?
12 A Notlong.
13 @ Whendid you become araverend? Are you a revereld
14 or a pastor; what would be the term?
15 A Either.
16 Q Either one works?
17 A Either. :
18 Q When did you bacoms a reverand?
19 A 1995. Maybe 1695,
20 Q We'li put that down as an approximation.
21 A Okay.
22  Q Did you have to do any kmd of education or
23 training, or what did you have to do to become a
b24  reverend?

25 A Yes, sir. Yes, sir. We got what we call the

Dallas Reporting, Inc.- 803-328-9640
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1 School of Ministry. The IPHC has a school of 1 A Notsince then.
T2 - ministry and there’s classes that you're required 2 Q@ ‘Sowhenyou gotoutin ‘87 what did you do?
[ 3 to attend. : o 3 A ‘I'wentto work for Lamar's Auto Electric.
4 Q Okay. And you use IPHC? 4 Q@ Wherelis that?
"5 A’ International Pentecostal Holiness Church. s A 1031 Latham Drive in Rock Hill.
6 Q And did you take those classes onllne ordidyougp 6 @ What did you do for Lamar Auto Electric?
7 to somae échool? "7 A 1did dlagnostic chacks on vehicles and rebulit
8 A We went to the school thers at our conference 8 starters, allernators and gensrators,
‘s Q  And wheré Is that? 3 Q@ How long were you with Lamar?
1 A _lake Clty. South Carofina. 10 A Twelve and a half years,
11 Q And did you have to move to L.ake City to attend 11 Q Andsowhen you waere with Lamar you were tnklng
12 classes or--- ° T12 classes In Lake cny?
13 A Wshadto travel. i3 A Yes.
14 Q How long were the classes? 14 Q And during that time you bacame a reverend “wn
15 -A  Classes would - - - they would vary. It just 15 A Right. Exactly.
16 depended on what - - - what fopic and what we were 16 Q@ ---orpastor?
17 studying at that time. 17 A Yes, sir
18 Q@ What about you told me about the Job with Locke | 18 @ Other than the armed robbary and - - - Was It armed
19 Sqreen tha7t wae a yaar and then a jbb with the 19 robbery and grand larceny? ‘
' 20 slaughteérhouss, it was a short period of time. .20 A Burglary. B
21 What were you dolng between, sdy, '75 and "985 when) 21 Q Burglary. Any other crimes other than those two
" 22 you became a pastor? 22 crimes?
23 A Well,'75 and '95 had gottan in some trouble with 23 A No,sir.
24 the law and served some linie. 24 Q "When yoiuwera convlcted were they dlfferant eventsi?
Q You were convicted of a crime? 25 A Same.

25
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-1 A Yes,sir 1 Q Okay.
"2 Q@ Whatwas the crima? 2 A Justyoung and dumb.
. 3 A Armed robbery and burglary. 3 Q Any other criminal convictions?
: 4  Q Andwhen did you commit those crimes? 4 " A No. : ’ ) ’
5 A ‘7. - o 5 Q Now,why did you leave Lamar after iwelve and a
- 6 @ Howmuch time did you serve? 6 half years? '
i 7 A Ning years and three months. 7 A To paslor a church,
: 8- @ Sofrom'T8to'877 - 8 Q Didyou actually found a church?
.9 A Thats correct. 9 A No, that's not correct. The church was a[ready
10 Q What institution? . 10 founded. :
i1 A Mostly Manning. ' 11 Q Well, youread your wife’s deposition.
12 Q Andwhsn you got out in '87 what did you - - - 12 A ldd ; : )
A3 Well, dld you take any classes whlle youwerain| 13 Q' Okay. Sothatwas - : - you started with an -
‘14 prison, any kind of - - =~ 14 existing church? -

15 A |did. 15 A Right. Exactly.

16 Q What did you take In prison? 16 Q Now, when you started with them did you start as an|;
17 A |had took - - - that's where | went to Midland 17 asslistant pastor or did you Immediately become the |;
;18 Tech in'Columbla; public speaking, economics, 18 pastor, the head pastor, | guess?

19 theater, English 101, Engli‘sh 102. | was lacking 19 A Well, | sat under my pastor at my - - - my home

‘20 probably 20 credits to get ah Associates. 20 church for five years. That's when | was going to

;21 Q Sothat was golng to be my next question. You | 21 school ministry and, you know, preparing to become
.22 anticlpated it. Did you ‘get you a degree? 22 a pastor. But when | took this church, | went as '

‘23 A Well, no. 23 the senlor pastor.

24 Q Have you gonse back since then to take classes to2¢4 Q Okay. Solet me make sure | got the churchaes.

gat a degree? 25 Your home church s what?

25
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1 A ltwas nghthouse The ane that my brother pastors
C2 .now,
© 3 Q  Andthat’s.in Fort MIII?
.4 A nght . .
.5 G And what did you do for nghthousa?

6 A For nghthouse Idid---1was assoclate pastor,

7 worked in children's m|nistry, worked in the youth

8 ) .mlnlstry. worked the prlson mlnlstry. avery aspect
9 ofthe ministry | worked In it.
10 Q .iN:o'w,_was thata pa_lid_poslﬂon?
a1 A No, .
22 Q  When you left you went to the other church, what
.13 was the name of the ather church?
14 A Falth Family. Chrlstlan Center.
15 Q Now, when youy bacama the pastor there ware you an
‘16 assoclate pastor or were you the head pastor?
17 A | was the head pastor. .
18 Q .Now,was that ] pald posmon'?
19 A VYes. .
20 Q@ Were yourecruited by - - -1 was ralsed In a
21 Presbyterian church and now I'm in.a Methodlst
22 church but was. there a pulplt commiitee that came
23 . and recrulted you or how was It that you became the
.24 head pastor at Falth?

A I became the head pastor at Falth as the exlstlng

.25
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1 A 1996 | belleve .
2 Q Andhow Iong did you stay as the pastor there?
3 A Imthinking 16 years, )
1 Q Sixteen years would be when you left, that would
5 2012 80 you left this year?
6 A No,then It must nof be 16 years.
7 Q You just tell me whan you left, | can do the math.
8 A [I've beenin Alken three years.
9 Q HKmymathlis correct and | think | can subtract
10 three, you left some tima In 200872
11 A Correct
12 Q Wwhy did you leavo?
‘13 A Change.
14 Q Okay.
15 A Changdisgood---
16 Q Okay.
17 A ---anditwas good for my family st the time.
‘18 Q | know enqugh about churches to know it's a very
19 political organization. Wers there any kind of
<20 politics Involved in the church that you were the
21 head pastor that was, you know, caus!ng any kind o}ﬁ
22 controversy or anything like that that - - -
23 A No,.sir. .
24 Q Okay. You weren 't asked to leave or - - -
25 A No, slr

Dallas Reportmg, Inc. 803-328-9640
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pastor that was there was going back to schaol to
get his Masters degree in theclogy and he
racommended me for that ministry.

1
2
3
4 Q. Had you done any work with that church, Falth?
5 ‘Tell me agaln. Falth “.- )
. 6 A Falth Family Christian Cenler
7 Q Wherels that located?. -
8 A It's behind the Rock HIll airport now known as
9 Runway.
10 Q Runway?
11 A Yep, they renamed it.
‘12 Q@ The church?
13 A (Indicating yes)
14  Q It's now called Runway - - -
15 A Runway.
16 Q@ ---Pentscostal Church? )
17 A Idon't think its got that on the sign, butit's
18 Runway
19° @ Runway Church?
20 A (Indicating yes)
21 Q@ When did you become the head pastor at what ws
22 then Faith Family Christian Center? Did | get the
23 name right?
24 A Youdd.
25 Q Okay.

Page 20 |
1 @ Did you leave on good terms?
2 A {dd.
3 Q Why was It good for your family to leave Rock Hi ]
tq to go to, Is It Alken? .
5 A Aiken. Yes, sir, | want thl;ee a 23-year divorce.
6 Q Wall, me ask you about your marital history then
7 A Okay.. :
8 Q You're currently marrled to---
9 A Charlotte.
10 Q@ -=--Charlotte. She's not hare, but she might
1 road your deposition so | hope you get the weddin,i;
12 date right. ‘
13 A Okay.
14 @ When did you marry her? .
15 A September 26,2000 - - -
16 Q She dldn't get it right the first tims either so
17 you're pkay.
18 A ---yeah, 2008/2009.
19 Q And you had been previously married? How man
20 times?
821 A Once.
22 Q And your pravious wife was whom?
23 A Hername was Sherry.
24  Q What's her maiden name?
25 A Pender.

803-328-9640
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1 Q@ Whersis she from origlnauy?
2 A Williston.
3 Q When ware you marrled?

"4 A "{was imarried April the 11th, | belleve, 1986:
5 @ Hadyou just qollon out of pnson whan you got
i 6 married?
-7 A" Imarried herin prison. -
. 8 Q Howdld you meet her?

s A My brolher’s wife and her dre sisters.”

‘16 Q Soyour brother’s current wife?" Whlch brother Is
11 that?
} 12 A Cairl, the one that paslors the Lighlhouse Church.

13 Q Allright.
;14 A We marrled slsters. ]
‘15 Q@ When were you divorced?
.16 A |was divorced In 2008.
.17 @ What were thé reasons for the divorce?
18 A "Imihinking thie wife'waritad a differsnt path She
19 was tired of ministry.
; 20 Q Wheredld} you get the dlvorce, was it York County?

21 © A Herein York Counly :

22 Q Now, who filed for divorce? Was It like a divorce
23 on separation or wera there grounds? Did somebody
24 have to specify grounds for the divorce?
25 A No, we cams into agreement. She actually filed for

Dallas Reporting, Inc. 803-328-9640
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1 parents went to my church and he - - - he got drunk i
2 and laid down in the road, passed oul on the road
3 and a car ran over him'and kllled him. | was doing
4 the funeral for thal family, and wa wers taking
5 food and things to the houss. And we had a lot of
6 " traffic runnlng In and out because iy church is
7 very supporﬂva when thlngs like'that iakes place
8 And Charlotte was staying next door to where'i was
9 vislting, and she would be ut at the fence whan |
10 would drive by. | stoppsd and we started lalkmg
11 and that was It.
12 Q When was that?
13 A Thatwas In 2000 -~ rlght after - - - shortly
14 right after our - == my divorce.
15 Q AndIitwas either 2008 of 20007 A
w A9 e T _ ‘
17 'Q And It sounds to me like It was a short - - - Well,
18 it sounds ke you got marrled falrly soon after
19 you met her. '
20 A That's corroct. ,
21 Q How long was the courtship?
22 A Probably about six months maybe. i
23 Q Now, who was she livirig with when you wera courtin
24 her or dating her?
25 A ldon'tknow. | have no ldea what tha lady's name

Dallas Reporting, Inc. 803-328-9640

Deposgitlon of Rev. Larry Williams

. Page 22
Tl the divorce. Shie wanted the divorce.
"2 Q Didshe allage anything Ilke mental or physical
- 3 " cruelty or adultéry; was any of that Involved?
‘4 A No. Shesaldws goi §0 busy fixing everybody
- else’s fives that she lost somethlng along the way
6 and she can't get it back.
.7 Q@ Ifyou had to use the term would it be
i irreconcilable differences? 4
9 A Thatwould be.
10 Q ~Where is she now, your ex-wife?
11 A She lives here in Rock Hill. -
12 Q@ fssheremarried? .
13 A Yes,
14 Q@ What's her name now?
15 A Sherry Anderson.
16 Q Does she work outside the home?
17 A Shedoes.
18  Q Where doas she work?
19 A She works for Comporium.
20 Q@ What does Comporium do?
21 A Comporlum: communication, internet, telephone.
22  Q Now, when dld you meet Charlotte?
23 A | metCharlotte in - - - shortly after my divorcs.
24 Q How did you meet her? -
:25 A | was doing a funeral of a young man that his

B803-328-9640

Dallas Reporting, Inc.

-_Deposition of Rev. Larry Williams

Dallas Reporting, Inc. 8Q3-328-9640

Page 24 |
1 “was.’
2 Q [I'msorry?
3 A | havenoidea what that lady's name was.
4 * @ She was living with another lady?
5 A She was living with some other folks, yes.
6 Q And she has children?
. 7 A Charlotte has children? Yes.
8 Q Her children are Kayla - - -
9 A And Aaron.
10 Q@ [I'msorry?
11 A Aaron.
12 Q Aaron. And Aaron's a hoy?
13 A Aaron's a boy. )
14 Q@ Isitspelled with an A?
15 A A
1s  Q Where were Aaron.and Kayla living?
17 A Aaron was staying with his - - - with his uncie in
18 Nebraska. Kayla was staying with Michael's
19 parents. |
20 Q Now, did Kayla and Mlchaol aver get marrled?|{
21 A No.
22 @ They never got married did they?
23 A No.
24 Q Did they ever join your church?
25 A No. '
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"1 Q. Did they come to your church - - -
2 A Yes. ' . .
3 Q Dk they come on a regular basis?
4 A Pretty regular.
5 'Q Andatthe time you and Charlatte were dating Kayla
6  wasllvingln Charlotte with Michael's famlly?
7 A Concord,
8 Q@ Concord? Now, when you marrled Chariotte did
9 Charlotta move in with you?
‘10 A Yeah. ‘
11 @ And where did the two of you live?
12 A welived [ IINNEGNGNGEGEGEE
‘13 Q@ Andi¥m maklhg an assumption, it was just the two
14 " ofyou.
15 A Right.
.16 Q@ Was anybody else living with you?
17 - A Notatthe'time. .
18 Q Now,do you have chlldren through your marriage to
RE Sherry?
20 A ldo.
‘21 Q How many?
22 A Three.
‘23 Q And thalr names?
.24 A Caleb, witha C. Joslah and Hannah.
25 @ How old's Caleh?

Dallas Reporting, Inc. 803-328-9640
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1 three-day weakend from school. | get all that.
2 And-then we work it out through the holidays.

3 . Summettime i's two weeks on, two waeks off.
4 .Q ‘Now, 3 when | deposed Charlotte Aaron was going to
5 Thornwall in, Clinton. Is he still there?
6 A Heis.
7 & Does he go to Clinton High School or does Thornwel
8 have a schoo} thare at Thornwell? -

.9 A Thornwell has a school.

10 Q $ohe's In school at Thornweli?

11 A CorrecL

12 Q And Ilvlng at Thornwell?

13 A Correct.

14 Q Howoldlshe now?

15 A Fourleen.

16 Q How often do you sae Aaron?

17 A He was home last weekend. Had a four-day weekend

i8 tast weekend.

19 @ Sohecame to Augusta-or Alken?

‘20 A Alken.

21 Q 8o yourchildren are living In Rock HIlt, but they

22 visit you In Alken as you just tald ma?

23 A Correct.

24 Q Now, what's the name of the church you're the

25 pastorof now? 1

Dallas Reporting, Inc. 803-328-9640
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1., A Calebls 18. 1 A Fountain of Life Fellowship.

2 Q AndJosiah? 2 Q [I'mfrying to remember this because you've given mg
"3 A Joslahis 14. Hannahis 13. 3 a lot of parsonal Information that- - -

" a Q Where do your children live? 4 A Okay.

s A Thay live with thelr mom. 5 @ Soyoubhecame an assoclate pastor In '85. When did
‘6 Q Isthatin Rock Hill? 6 you become the head pastor at the church that's now
.7 A Yaes, sl 7 Runway?

8 -Q What's your relationship with your chlldren? 8 A Okay, | was the associate pastor not ;ust in '95.

9 A Verygood. 9 | was an assoclate pastor for five years prior to

10 Q@ Are-they members of your church? 10 going to Runway.

11 A No. 11 Q@ What perlod Is that?

12 Q Do they go to your brother's church? 12 A That would be probably '90, maybe '80.

13 A No. . o 13 @ S50'90to'957

14 Q Wheredo thay go .- 14 A '80i0'95.

15 A They do go my church. When they're with ms, yes, 15 @ And then when did you go, what year did you -« «
16 they do attend my church when they're with me. 16 .. 18 '96P95's when you went to - - -
'17 © _ Thalr mom dossn't go to church. | wish she would 17 A That's when [ went to Falth Family Christian

18 get back in church. 18 Conter.

A9 Q. Doyou have joint custody or do you have visitation 19 Q@ Now,lsuspect that as a pastor a lot of people

20 orwhat's the deal with your children? 20 share thalr burdens with you - - -

‘21 A Wehave joint custody. 21 A Corect.

22  Q And do your children live with you - - - 22 Q ---andyou get a lot of Information about

23 A They Tlive with thelr mom. | gef them every third 23 paople's troubles and problems. During the time
24 weekend and then | get them every time they have a 24 that you are pastor, hava you ever had a situatlon
25 long weekend, a four-day weekend from school or a 25 where you thought that one of your memboers of your
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1 church was abusing one of thelr chitdren?
2 A No. T
3 Q Asapasterif you susp'ect that you've got somebody|
a4 In your church whols abuslng a child, do § you have
5 any kind of duty to report thatto any klnd of
6 state agency?
7 A Sure. Yeah.
8 Q Whatls your obligation thére?
9 A My obligation Is to report it to the authorities if
10 we get - - - if | had a person te come Into my
t11 office and sald they suspected that their chlld was
.12 being abused by a Iamlly' member or whatever, yaah,
‘13 it would be my duty to report itto the
14 authorilles. ’
15 Q And who would you mport it to, DSS?
16 A 1would probably - - - yeah, | would probably - - -
17 probiably the law enforcément first and talk to them
18 and then probably go from there. '
:19  Q But you never had that situation coms up?
"20 A No, never. V
122 a Now, when you marrled Charlotta in Sthember of - <
22 - and we'ré not sure, 2009/2008 - - -
23 A 2009. Yeah. )
‘24 Q@ ---2009, wheh you moved In together where were
a5 Michael and Charlotte living then? 1 know they

Dallas Reporting, Inc. 803-328-9640
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1 Q Now, when they were llving In that mobile home
2 park, Saptember, October, November of 2009, how
3 often would you visit them? '
4 A Notveryoften. Charlotte vistied a lot more than
5 ' |did. Mine was oocasnonally because | was pretty
6  busy.
7 @ | understand you had a full- tlme job -
s A Right. Right. :
9 Q ---andit's 24/7 with you.
10 A Right
11 Q I'musttrying to geta-- - occaslonally Is a
12 pretty open term. But wouid Itbe - - -
13 A [Isawthem more al my houss than al thelr house,
12 Q Would you sae them once a week?
15 A Yes. '
16 Q Andsomstimes it'd be at your house and
17 accasionally, cccaslonally I'm using a vague term
18 “myself--: - '
19 A Correct.
20 Q@ ---you'dvisitthair house?
21 A Correct.
22 Q@ How many times a month do you think you would go;
23 into Kayla and Michasi's house? -
24 A ) might would go there maybe twice & month, if
that.
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1 moved to a traller park near your house at some 1 Q@ Was Owen born after you and Charlotte got married
2 ‘polint. ' 2 A Yes.
3 A Youmean Michael and Kayla? . 3 Q@ Hewas born In October?
L4 Q \_’es, what did | say? 4 A He was bornIn 9-9-9.
" 5 A Youssid Michasl and Charlotte. 5 @ Okay. September 9th. |
6§ Q I'msory. 6 A Yeah
7 A Michael and Kayla. 7 Q Aliright.
28 Q ¥Imsorry. 8 A "No,we gol married on September the 26th so, yeah,
9 A Yeah, they lived in a mobile home park. 9 we probably wouldn't have been married then.
.10 Q@ Sowhen you got married they had moved to the 10 @ Hewsshorna cduplo of waeks before you got
‘1 mobile home park and 5omawhere close to your housp?1 marrled?
12 A They neverlived with us. 12 A Before we got married, correct.
13 Q [ understand that. 13 Q Were you there when he was born, when Owen was
14 A Yeah. Yeah, they lived In the moblle home park. 14 born?
15 Comeéct, " o 15 A Yes.
“16  Q ButwhatI'm trylng to find out is they were In 16 Q Between, you know, September, October, November
T17 Goncord for a period of timg - - - 17 2009, how often would you have vislted Michael and
.18 A- Right 18 Kayla and Owen In their moblle home?
1% @ ---butthen they moved to tha moblle home park 19 A Irtheirhome? Probably - - - whenever | would go
T 20 near your house? 20 to Michagl'and Kayla's home, it was nothing {o Just
‘21 A Correct. 21 -« =we'd never just go in and just sit around and
‘22 Q When you were married to Charlotte, were Michael | 22 talk. Ours was golng by to plck Owen up or caming
23 and Kayla living In the mobile home park at that ‘23 in to say hi and, you know, it was never not any
24 “time? 24 - lonyf lenglhy visits.
26 A Yes. - . 25 Q Okay.
Dallas Reporting, Inc. 803-328-9640 Dallas Reporting, Inc. 803-328-9640
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1 A Butwe went once a week, maybe once a week,
2 something like that.
i3 Q. Andli{'d be short visits - - -
~ 4 A ShoriMslts, correct.
"5 Q@ ---foryou? And your wife was keaping Owen - -
3 -
7 A Right. Right.
8 Q@ -.-during some parts of the week?

‘9 A Right e
10 Q@ Butwith yoult'd he a short visit?

11 . A Correct, = , .- L
12 @ :Butwould there be times when Owen and Kayla and
13 Michael would coms to your house and stay for

14 ,awhlle? ' '

15 A. Sure. Sure, they would coma and we would have
‘16 dinner together and play board games togsther and,

17 yeah, hang out. ’ . ' :
.18 Q When you were observing Michael and Kayla around] -
19 ‘Owan did you ever sae anything that made you
20 suspect that either one of them mlght cause some
21 harmto Owan? -

22 A Never. :

23-  Q Dld your wife, Charlotte, did she ever confide In

24 . you that she had some concerns that Michael might
‘25 somshow harm Owaen sither Intentionally or
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.

Q Now, when Owen was taken to Pledmant on Decembjr
the 4th 2009, did you go to Piedmont with your
wife? | understand she was there.

A No,ldidntgo. L
' Somotime during tha night or early moraing of
Dacember 5th did you learn that Owen had been
transfarred to Levine's in Charlotta?

L-I IS R N T L
2

A Yes,sir.
Q What did you learn?
10 A lleared that they had transported him by
11 ambutarice to Levine Hospital, that Charlotte had
12 said that they had found same - - - some blood
13 behind hls eyes or somsthing and that they really
14 didn’t know what was going on. And then | prepared
15 to go to Levine to the hospital.
16 @ Do you know what time you got that call?
17 A From Charlotte? It was probably late In the
18 evening, later on towards late evening probably.
19 Q@ And|could be wrong. I only to get to ask
20 questions,.| don't get to testify. My
21 understanding is they went t¢ - - - and this may,
22 may nof be right or not. But my undarstanding is
23 on the 4th, like the late afternoon of the 4th or
24 " evening of the 4th, they went to Pledmont.

25 A |recall that, you know, it was probably somewhere

Dallas Reporting, Inc, 803-328-9640
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. unintentionally?

.No. . L
Did you ever have any concerns ahout Kayla or
Michael's parenting skills?

No. .

Now, did you ever go to any of Owen's doctor
visits? '
A No. . . .
De you know who his doctors were In December? |

VW Om NN e W N R
>

10 think Dacember the 4th of 2002 he went to the ER at
11 Pledmont and then was transferred to Levine's in
12 Charlotte. Did you go to any visits to Sunshine

13 Pediatrics or to Riverview when Owan want In

14 November?

15 A No.

16 @ Didyou get any information about those visits or
17 how Owen was dolng?

18 A Yeah. Yeah, | got some information from those.

19. Q@ Do you remember anything about what you learned?
20 A Well, | think one time they said that he had strep

‘21 throat or something like that and that they were

22 treating It. And | knew that Owen was crying a

23 lot. | don't know if he had colic or what, you

24 know, at that time but he did cry a lot at that

25 . time. But not a whole lot of Information.

Dallas Reporting, Inc. 803-328-9640
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1 around 4:30, 5 o'clock maybe because - - - or right

2 at getting dark because | remember | was putﬁng

3 Christmas lights up on the house at that particular

4 time when we got the phone call, and | had to get

5 my stuff together. And | had my kids so | had to

6 make sure my kids were taken care of and all that

7 before | even could make a move to go. So, yeah,

8 It was probably late evening.

3 @ DidyougotoLevine's---
w0 A ldd R
11 @ =-~--onthe 5th?
12 A [did.
13 Q Do yoy know what time you got there?
14 A It could have been somewhers around 10:00 or 11:00 |
15 maybe. Yeah, it had to be late because | know when
16 you go - - - | know when you go to Piedmont you're ]
17 going to be there three or four hours or better. !
18 G SoweTe going to put that down as a guess « « - '
19 A Yes,ltwouldbe ---
20 Q ---towhattime. _
21 A ---itwould be the evening, ~ - -
22 Q@ Allright.
23 A ---late evening.
2¢ Q Wherewas Owen whan you got thera? Was hein a
25 room, was he In the ER, or do you know where Owen |}
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O was? - 1 ophthalmoiogist because ha's Iooklng In the eyes? i
. 2 A Owenwason the — 1 think the Intensive care unit 2 A Comect.

3 at Levine. He was in a room. 3 Q Didyou have any discussions with that doctor?
" 4 Q@ Was there a silter in the room? 4 A ltseams like the doctor was telling us that, at
. 5 A ldon'trecall. Evefythirig was Just happening so 5 “lhattims, that they had seen some blood behind the
"6 - fast, and | dori't recall whether there was one or 6 oyes. i
1 not. - B 7 @ And this was at Lovine’s?
8 ~Q How long did you stay when you went to Levinels 8 A Right. :
"9 yourfirst visit? - 9 Q Do youremember any discussions about any concarp
10 A Probably stayed through the night. 10 about somé kind of abuse to Owen? '
'11 G Did you leain what Owen’'s condition was? i1 A Well, Dr. Balley came In, | don't remember what Dr.
12 . A Not at that point, not on that first » - no, not 12 - Bailéy's first name was, but Dr, Balley was In the
13 on that first day. 13 - - - came In'the room and we questionad him whal
‘14 Q@ Aliright ’ 14 had taken place with Owen. And he said that it
15 A No. 15 “could be one of the two things. He said it could
‘16 @ Thefirst day, was it a Saturday? 16 have happened at birth but pretty much ruled that
17 A Ithinkitwas. 17 out. And then he threw his hands up like - - -
‘18 Q Andl guess you were golng fo have to preach tljel8 like & shaking motion and said shaking. | remember
19 next morning?- 19 that very well. -~
20 A On Sunday, yes. 20 Q@ And whatday was that?’ :
21 -Q According to the record Owen was admitted to - 21 A That was probably - - - that may have been
22 . Levine's at 4:45 in the morning on December the | 22 Saturday. It may have been later Saturday.
23 5th. | got a calendar here and see iffcan---| 23 Q Do you know what kind of doctor Dr Balléy was, hls
24 think the 5th was Saturday. 24 speclaity? :
25- 'A Salurday, yeah. - 25 A A neurologist.

Dallas Reporting, Inc. 803-328-9640
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1 Q@ $Soyougotto Levine some time on Saturday, « - -
. 2 A Probably.
: 3 Q -s-you think late Saturday afternocn?
: 4 A LateSaturday.
5 Q 'When you got-there do you remember what the
. 6 - concerns were about Owen?
7 A -Yeah, we had concemns., We waere just lrying to
-8 figure out what had happenad to Owsn. We dldn't
;9 know really exaclly what was going on at that time.
710 @  Atthat time had he been diagnosed with having the
‘11 small subdural hematomas?
12 A Yes. Wall, | remember the - - - | remember a
13 physician belng in there that had some-type of
‘14 tight or something that was frying to look behind
15 -hig eyes at that ime. | do remember that.
:16 @ Do you know what kind of doctor that was? Was he
17 neurosurgeon, or neurologist, or ophthalmologist,
‘18 or do you know? '
19 A Probably an ophthalmologist | would think is
20 checking hehind the syes.
21 Q Are you guessing be'caus_e he was looking in the
.22 ayes? Do you remember him saying I'm Doctor so-
.23 ahd-so, I'm an ophthalmologist?
‘24 A No, [ don't remetmber.
25" Q 8o you'ra Just making an assumption that ha's an

803-328-9640
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1T Q Whon Dr. Ballay sald that did that cause any
2 concern to you that somsone had abusad Owen?
3 A -Wall, | didn't kndw at the time whether - - -
4 whether someone had abused him or what because he
3 never determined - - - he naver gave us
s specifically what had happened to Owen. He never
7 sald anything - - - he never gave us any spacifics
8 on what happensd to Owen at that time.
3 @ Soyouthink that Dr. Balley, who's name you
10 remember, came fn« -«
11 A Right
12 Q@ ---whlle you were there - « -
13 ° A Right ~
14 Q ---and you think It was that Saturday? 1
15 A Yes.
15 Q And he said something about there being blood
17 behind his eyes?
12 A Hedidntsay that.
19 - Q Oh,okay.
20 A The other doctor said that.
21 Q Did you observe Dr. Balley dolng In exam of Owen.
22 A Atthattime, yes, he was - - - | don't recall
23 exactly what he did but he had - - - I'd assume he
24 was doing an exam on him. I'm not sure.
25 Q And after he did the exam, he had a discussion with
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. whom? 1
A Hehada dlswssmn with Charlotte and myself there 2
in the room when he did the shaking moticn with his 3
hands: 4

Q Were Kayla and Michas! in the room at (hat tfime? 5
A ldontrecall. . ) 3
Q. So you know that Charlotte was there and youwere | 7
there - - - ' 8

A We were there. 9
Q Did you question him abou! what was going on with | 10
., Owen? . 1
A Oncs he did the shaking motlon he left the room. 12
Q Tell me how that discussion came up about you said] 13
_that he sald it could be somethlng at birth or It 14
could be from shaklng 15

A Right. 16
Q Did he say anything else? 17
A No. 18
Q How did that discussion coma up; did he volunteer | 19
that to you, or did you or your wife question him, 20

or I'm Just trying to - - - 21

A We questioned him. We were quesﬂonlng him what 22
. had happened to Owen, what did he think. You know, | 23
what did he think happenad to Qwen. 24

Q Did he give you any information about what he found 25
803-328-9640

A

Q

A
Q

A
Q

Dallas Reporting,

1

Deposgition of Rev, Larry Williams

Page 43

.Correct,
Mr. Shaw - Objection.
Did you have any discusslons with*Michael or Kayla
that they should not shake Owen?
No. . . . .
Do you know whether your wife had any discusslon
with them that they should not shake Owen?

© No.

Did yol ever question Michael or Kayla about
whether or.not they had shaken Owen?

No. .

Did you have any suspicions at that time that
Michael or Kayla might have shaken Owen?

No. | knew something had happened to Owsn. |
didn't know - - - Kayla and Michae! never showed
any aggressiveness with this child. Never. |
never seen it.

And In December of 2008 did you. have any susplclof
whatsoever that they might have done some harm to
Owsn? "

No.

Did you question them when you had this discusslor
with Dr. Bailey or any timse thereafter - - -

No. ‘ ) .

- - - in December about whether or not they had

Inc. 803-328-9640
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with Owen? 1

A No. 2
Q But there was a discusslon about what could it have 3
caused it? 4

A Thatwas all that was said. 3
Q@ And hg sald It cou!ld have been something at birth | ¢
or it could have been Owen could have been shaken? 7

A. Right. Correct, 8
Q. And you don't remember whether Michael and Kaytg 9
. were in the room at that time? 10
A I'm not sure. ’ 11
Q So it could have been, may have heen, may not haye12
been? 13

A Correct, 14

Q Now, onge Dr. Balley said that, did yoy and your |15
wife have any discussions about whether or not you 16
thought that either Kayla or Michael had shaken 17

Owen? 18
A Wa never discussad it. We dldn't really know what 19
was taking place at that time. 20
Q Now, you know that you're not supposed to shake p 21
baby? 22
A Correct. 23
Q And you're aware of the hazzards and complicatior}s24
of shaking a baby? o 25

803-328-9640
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done anything to cause harm to Owen? .
I think that we did. | think that we talked with

When did that conversation take place?

Probably - - - Charlotte and | talked about It
first and then we questioned Michael and Kayla and
they sald no.

And do you have any reason to disbelleve them?

No reason to disbelleve them whatsoever.

Now, before January did you have any susplcion lhaﬂ
Michael had Intentionally harmed Owan?

No. N )

Did you have any susplcion they had unintentionally
harmed Owen?

No. .

You were there that Saturday. How long did you
stay at Levine’s on that Saturday the 5th?

Probably late, late in the evening. | prabably
stayed probably up till probably around 11 o'clock
maybe, 10:00 or 11 o'clock, because | had to go
home and prepare, you know, to preach the next
moming.

How long were you there? You got there late
aftarnoon, You're there four or five hours?

Four or five hours or more. Yes.

Inc. 803-328-9640




Deposition of Rev, Larry Williams

Dallas Reporting, Inc, 803-328-9640

Page 45 ‘ Page 47
1 Q Fourtoseven hours, somewhere in that time? - 1 sitter tn'the room whan you were there on that
2 A Somewhere in - --right. 2 Sunday, December the 6th?
3 Q Now, did you go back to Levine's on Sunday the 6thd 3 A I'mnotsure. S ' X
4 A ldid. ' ‘ ) 4 Q@ Didyou ses any doctors In the room that Sunday?
5 @ When did you go back on the 6th? " 5 A Doctors come in and out. People were coming In and
¢ A It 'probabiy'was around - - - { probabiy atrived 6 ' oul, you know, they were checking his vital signs.
7 there maybe around 2:00, 3 o'clock maybe. 7 They're - - - you know, there's peaple in and out
8 Q Okay. 1understand thesa times are =- = 8 of the room. ’ b
9 A Right ) 9 Q@ Didyou have any convarsations with any of those |:
10 Q ---you know, 1 don't expect you to remember - 10 people abott how Owen was doing? :
11 axactly. 11 A Yeah. Yeah. The ons that checked hia eyes, she :
12 A Right. Right. 12 " was dolng that continuously and she says it's
"13  Q Butsometime mid afternoon Sunday? 13 * clearing up, gstting better.
‘14 A Yes, s, 14 Q Isee. Do you know whether that was a doctor ora
115  Q Now, when you were there on the 5th do you remambfers nurse?
16 whaether or not there was a sliter In the room with 16 A I'mthinking that it was a - - - I'm thinking it k
17 Owen? 17 was a female dootor. I'm thinking that it was a !
18 A [neverrecalled a silter. Ifthey were there we 18 female doclor.
19" - ware Just - - - you know, sa much going on. | 19 @ Was she black or white?
20 -don't recall. | really don't recail the sitter 200 A White. '
21 being there at that time. 21 © @ You don't know her name? H
22 Q@  DId Owen have hls ownroom? 22 A No.
23 A Yesh : o 23 Q@ Did ybu talk with har about how Owen was dolng?
24  Q There were any other children in the room? 24 A Yeah, shoe said he was getting better.
‘25 ‘A No. ' ' 25 @ Did you talk to her about what had caused hls
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1 Q@ How big was the room?
2 A About as big as this roomis. it's a nice-size
"3 room. ' ;
4 Q Andlwas dolng to say, because It sounds itke - -
. . .
6§ A Yeah.
7 @ ---there were a lot of people in tha room.
8 A Yeah, itwas a nice-size room. '
9 Q@ And Charloite, your wife, she spant the night - - -
10 A Yeah.
11 Q@ ---with Owen.
12 A Cormecl.
12 © Q Al the entire time he was there?
14 A Right
.15 @ And | think Kayla stayed there the antire time.
16 A Right '
17 Q@ Do you know whether Michael stayed the entire time
18 A Michasl stayed - - - | don't know If it was tha
19 entire time because | wasn't there the entire time
20 so he may have left when | left. | don't know.
21 But Michasl was pretty there. Every time I'd show
22 up he'd be there.
23 @ So when youwere there on Sunday, and | think
24 you've answered thls question but | want to make
25 sure, do you remembker whether or not there was a
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1 problems? I
2 A No.
3 Q Did she say anything about what may have boen
4 causing the issues he was having?
5 A No. L
6 Q Youwerse observihg Owen. How did he appear to you
7 A Gelling helter.
8 Q What was different about Owen on Sunday? Was
9 anything different about him on Sunday than his
10 normal self? It was a poor question, Was anything
11 unusual about Owen when you saw him on Sunday abol
12 his way he looked or his behavior or - -~
13 A He just sesmedio be - - - he just seemed to be
14 getting back to his normal self.
1s Q Andhow was he different from normal on Sunday?
16 A Different from normal from the first day?
17 Q Yes,sl.
18 A From the first day, he wasn't - - -
13 Q Actually Saturday Is what| ---
20 A Yeah, he wasn't as acliva. He wasn't -- - he
21 wasn't, you know, really cheerful, you know, making
22 sounds and, you know, that. And the next day he
23 was - - - he was cackling and he was, you know, he
24 " was - - - he wasg being - - - he was being a baby.
25 Q@ So on Saturday he was a littie bit, 'll say,
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subdued; Is that correct?

-Corract.

- And then on Sunday the 6th you thought ha was bacl(
to his normal self? . i
Mr. Shaw - Objection.

Well, he seemed to be gelting betler,

Okay. - ' '

1 dldn‘l say he was back to hls normal self but he
‘seemed to be getting - - - he seemsd to be

_progressing.

On Sunday how was he dlfferent trom his normal

salf?

On Sunday? He was - - - I'm somry, ask the
question - - - repeat the question.

I'm Just saying you sald ha was getting close to
his normal self on Sunday. And I'm Just saying
what was different, you know, how was - - - As |

. understand, he was almost back to his normal self
_. but not quite so I'm just trying to find out what

the differenco was. '
He's just - - - his color, his color's coming back,

he's - - - he's not as aclive as he was before the

whola entlra sltuation but he was - - - he was

getting better. | saw him progressing sach day

. that he was there he was progressing.
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dlagnosls the situation wilh the chiid and they
must have felt that It was something, the extreme
happened to this ¢hild, t don't know.

~ Okay.

And [ think that's probably why DSS came.

Were you aware that DSS was involved because theng
was some concern about some abuse to Owen?

Mr. Shaw - Objection.

i wasn't aware of that but that's posslble

You knew It's not normal for DSS to get Involved
when a child's In the hospltal?

Well, DSS gets involved not just with a child in
the hospltal but naglact cutside of a hospital. |
mean lhey get--- they get involved for children
period when - - - when thay suspect any kind
neglect.

Okay. So it your understanding that DSS was
Involved bacauss there was a concern about some
type of peglect -- -

" Mr. Shaw - Object.

-« 0r abuse? )

I did not - - - | did not know what their
involvement was at that time.

All right. What - - -

| think they ware - - - they were probably doing -
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Q@ Now, you didn’t have any discussions with anybody
about what may have been the cause of what was
making him, | think you used the term subdued, a
little blt subdued. DId you have any discussions
wfth, any of the doctors on that Sunday about what
may have » - -
No.
»--led to that?.
No.
Dld you have any discussions with DSS, anyone fron
DSS8, either that Saturday or Sunday?
I'm thinking that it was that Saturday that one of
the case workers from DSS talked to me and my wife,
and they had asked If wa would canslder taking Owen
into our custody until lhey did an evaluation, And
wae both sald yes. And my wife signed a paper, we'd
never seen that paper, but she did sign a paper for
. us to be able to take Owen for an gvaluation.
_ Did yoy know why DSS was Involved?
Yes.
And what was your ungerstanding of why DSS was
Involved? .
Because any time that a child would go to a
hospital and be removaed from that hospital going to
anothar hospital for - - - that has more ablility to

B03-328-9640

o> 0>

>

Oro-

R T P Y U P Y T 5 e Yo

rysrET

Deposition of Rev. Larry Williams
Page 52 ]

. --1don't know If thay were doing an
Investigation at that time or trying to figure out
_what was going on at that time, but | don't know.
[ really don't know what thelr invoivement was at
that time. .
Q But you knew that DSS, they'll get Involved If ‘
thera's 4 concern about some neglect or some abuseT
Well, sure. ‘
And so when they were Involved that Saturday, you |1
knew that that was certalnly one of the
possibllities thay were involved?

It could be - - - yeah, that could be a
possibility. . )
Now, did you ask the DSS case worker why DSS wag
involved? '
No. . .
.Well, did they ask you about taking custody of Owery

or that was ~ =«
| was there when they asked Chadotts.
Dld you ask them why they were making that Inquiry
No. T
What did you suspect the reason they were making
that inquiry was?
So that they could do their investigation to try to
come to terms what happened to Owen.
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1 Q Didyou have any other mastings with DSS, any othe
2 contact with D§8? :
3 A Notthatl can recall.
4 Q Dldthe case worker question you about what you
5 thought might have happaned to Owen?
6§ A No.o - ¢ o
7 Q Didthey ask you about whether or hot you thought
8 that Michael or Kayla may have harmed Owen?
s A No. ' T
10 Q Ifthey had asked you that, what would you have
11 sald? .- e
12 A Ifthey would have asked me that, it would have - -
13 - it would have threw a flag up, and | would have
14 probably - - - I'd have probably asked more
15 questions, -
16 Q Ofwhom?
17 A From - - - I'd sk mora Guestion from - - from
18 Levlne, from - - - arid from DSS because I'm under
18 the assumption that they're working together.
20 Q@ What would you have asked?
21 A What would { have asked?
2z Q Yes,slr. o .
23 A If they would have came and said that they were - -
24 - they were determined what hiad - - - thet there
25 was possible physical abuse to Owan, | would have -
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1 @ And you didn't suspect anything like that?
2 A No.
3 @ Now, on Monday, did you visit'on Monday, Levine's
4 on Monday the 7th?
5 A |was there every day.
- 6 Q When ware you thors on the 7th?
7 A Fmnot sure on the times. - I'm really not bacause
8 “lwasin and out doing ministry and other
c 9 obligations, and | was just in and out. So | can't
10 say exaclly what time | was there on all of these
11 days. | just know that | was In and out.
~12  Q Yes, andlknow your Job just Isn't on Sunday, - -
13 . N :
14 A Right.
15 Q <--you'vegotalottodo---
16 A Comect. o
17 Q  ---ailthe time.
18°' A Yes,sir.
13 Q So youwere there, but you can't say what time of
20 the day?
21 A No, sl : .
22 Q Do youremember any discussfons with any doctors for
23 nurses at Levine's on that Monday the 7th?
24 A No, sir. Co :
25 @ Do youremember how Owen was doing on Monday §je
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1 - - | would have asked what are you going to do
2 about it, what's going to be done? Are we going to
3 call law enforcement?” Are we going - - - are we
4 going to set up a salety plan for my child - - -
S for my grandson? How are you going to take care of
6 him? What are you going do with malter? That
? would be what I'd ask.
8 G Anything else you would have asked?
s A No. . : ) .
10 Q Have you ever been involved In Investigating a casp
i1 of potential abuse or neglect?
12 A No. .
13 Q Do you have any training as a guardian, guardian agd
14 litami? o
15 A No.
16 Q Now, did you give any information to DSS; did you
17 voluntear any Information that you thought Michael
‘18 or Kayla may have either intentlonally or
19 accidentally harmed Owen?
20 A No, | would never even give - - - aven offer any
21 ' Information llke that If I've never saw any
22 physical abuse or any kirid of threat to the child
23 at all between elther one of the parents. ,
24 Q@ And you had not'seen any?
25 A | had not ssen any.
Dallas Reporting, Inc. 803-328-9640
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1 Tth?
2 A Owenwas - - - was progressively - - - he was
3 ‘getling Beller each day. As the days progressed he
4 was - - - he was showing signs of Improvement.
5 Q' Now, my understanding he was discharged on Tuasdak’ :
[ the 8th; is that correct?
7 A | think mayba.
8 Q@ Was he back to normal on that Tuesday from your
9 observation?
10° A Yes.'
11 Q Wvas he back to normal on ths 7th from your
12 observation? ’
13 A Hewas gelting there, yes.
14 Q Socloseto normal on the 7¢th?
15 A Yas, sir. ’
16 Q@ And than back to normal on the 8th?
17 A Yes,sir.
18 Q@ Based onwhat you could sse about Owen, did you sael
19 any reason that he noeded to stay I the hospital
20 to have medical care?
21 A No.’
22 Q Did you have any further contact at all with DSS?
23 A Notmyself.
24 Q Now, once Owen was discharged did you or your wife
25 - make any sfforts to keep a closar eye on Michael
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1 . and Kayla and their parenting of Owen?

2 A No, And reason being if we - - - if there would

3 have been a red flag up for us at the hospital, if
4 there would have been-a counseling with all of us

5 involved, Kayla, mysalf, my wife, and If we would

6 have been Instructed to watch for this, we're - - -

7 we're hot qualified to do what you guys do. You

8 guys are trained to do what ybu do. You're frained
.8 to see things that we aren't trained to see. And
10

therefore, we was trusting everybody to do what
a1 they ars tralned and qualified to do. Had they.
12 give us some instructions and said look; you,
13 _ Charlotte and Larry, youneed 1o have a closer eye
‘14 on them, you need to watch them, you need to do
‘15 this or you need.to do that, we would have followed
‘16 those instructions. If there was any susplcion at
17 .all, wa would have followed any Instructions that
18 . was glven to us, but we didn't have any
19 Instructions glven to us,
20 . @  Well, did you or Charlotte do anything to keep a |
21 closser aye on Michael and Kayla and their care of
22 Owen - - -
23, A Yeah
24 Q :-- aftor he was dlscharged In December?
25 A Yeah They were around us a lot. They were in--

Dallas Reporting, Inc. 803-326-9640
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1 A ByKayla shared that with us, -

2 Q What did she tell you?

3 A She told us that they had to keap an eye on Owen

4 and make sure that his physlcal - - - he dldn't

5 change - - - watch and make sure he had no changa

6 of - - - go back, so lo speak, and start - - - have

7 soms more difficulties, physical difficulties, to

8 watch him in that manner and to kind of watch out

9 for - - - for Michael. And even &t that time they
10 didn't know that Kayla hadn't done somethlng 8ut
11 they were giving her all this information to do.
12 So and then they sald that thay were take parenting
13 classes, | belleve. '
14 Q When did Kayla tell you about this safety plan?
15 A It was probably shortly after the release from the
16 hospital.
17 Q@ Okay. So sometime elther the day Owen was
18 discharged in December or maybe the next day?
19 A Correct .
20 Q Sowhatyou learned Is that Kayla was supposed td
21 watch out for Michael - - - :
22 A And keep an eys on Owen.
23 Q ---andthere was going to be some parentlng
24 classes?
25 A Parenting classes, Corract.
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1 - they were in and out. Wae had Christmas going on
2 and they were - - - there were going to church.
©3 They were in church. Michael's - - - we have a
4 Christmas play. Michael's playing a characler In

5 the Christmas play. Yeah, our lives seemed to have
6 gotten back to normal. And we wers just glad to be

7 able to get out of the hospital and be able - - -
] It was around Christmastime. We had a lot golng

9 on. | have a lot going on in ministry, and ws ware
‘10 glad to get out of tha hospltal. We were glad that
11 Owen was doing belter and we're home.
12 Q Now, durmg all that time you spend with Michael
13 and Kayla and Owen over the holidays, did you se
14 “anything that made you suspect that Michael or
15 Kayla at any time had ever intentionally or
16 unintentionally harmed Owen?
17 A No.
18 Q Did you have any further contact with DSS?
19 A Not myself,
20 @ Do you know whether your wife dld?
21 A |don't believe so.
22 Q Didyou ask Michael or Kayla about - - - now, wers
23 you aware that they signed a safety plan with DSS
24 A Yes. )
28 Q@ How were you aware of that?

Dallas Reporting, Inc. 803-328-9640
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1 Q Didshe say anytiting about DSS was golng to come [
2 and do a home Inspection of their home?
3 A Yes. . .
4 Q Okay. "You remember she discussed that?
5 A (Indicating yes)
6 Q lunderstand you.--
7 A Yes,sir |
8 Q And then do you remember anything about they had
9 go back to elther Levine's or another hospltal for r
10 additfonal radiology studies?
11 A Yes. Ybs, | remember that. |
12 Q Didyou go back when they had that radiology study 1
with Owen?
14 A No, sl
15 Q Were you aware that Kayla and Michael did take Owdn
16 back?
17 A Yes. .
18 @ Did youlearn what kind of radlology study it was?
19 A No.
20 @ Did you learn what the results were? 'j
21 A Yeah, averything turnad out fine. '
22 Q How was Owen doing of the holidays?
A Owen was great.
24 Q Was ha back to his normal salf?
25 A He was doing good.
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Q Do you know whether Owen had any vislts with his
regular pediatrician between December when he was
discharged from Lévine and January when ha want
back to Levlne?

I'm not sure. | know Kayla pretly much kept up
with her vislts with the pediamclan She was
good at that. - B .
Q Now, you don't remember a sliter belng In the room
" with Owén when you visited In Levina's In December?

10 A (Indlcatlng no)

11 Q Ifthere was a sltter In the room, would that have
12 ralsed a red flag for you? '

13 A It may havé and it may have not. Butjust---1

14 would have Just ﬂgurad that was procedurs,

15 protocol.

16 Q@ Well, you make a lot of hospltal visits as a

17 pastor? )

18 A ldo. " o

15 Q Have you visited a child in the hospital and there
20 been a sltter In the room when the mother and

21 father are staying there around the clock?

22 A - I've nover experienced that. | experlenced police
23 officers out there when inmates have been In or a
24 security guard.

25 @ You're still doing the prison ministry?

Dallas Reporting, Inc, 803-328-9640
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1 A Shewas a detective for Rack Hill for 20-something
2 years.
3 Q  Did you feel like you had a need to talk wlth your :
4 sister, the police officer, about what had happened. |
5 . toOwen?
6 A Wediscussed about Owen belng In the hospltal.
7 Q@ And what did you discuss with your - - - Is It
8  Charlotte Blackwelder?
9 A 'Charlens Blackwelder.
10 Q@ Charlene.
11 A Yeah.
12 Q What dld you discuss with Charlens?
13 A We just discussed that he was in the hospltal, and
14 we dldn't know exactly what his dlagnosis was there
15 at the hospital and that's pretty much what we
16 talked about. )
17 Q Did you raise with her any suspicions about any
18 kind of abuse or neglect Involvlng Owsn?
13 A No.
200 Q Andl guess you didn't have any susplcion of abusp
21 or neglect? - j
22 A No, notatthat time. No.
23 Q Now, have you ever heen involved in a parenting
24 class yourself either as a teacher or a student?
25 A No.
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1 A Yes we sllll do that,
2 QO Andl guess depending on what the prlsoner, what
3 _ his convictions are, there may be more than one - -
s . .
s A Corecl.
6 Q ««-guard out thore.
7 A Thafs correct
8 Q Now, other than Dr. Balley, did you talk with any
9 doctors at Levine's about Owen durlng that Decemberl
10 vislt?
11 A No,sh
12 Q Did you make any attempts to talk to any of the
13 doctors at Levine's about Owen?
14 A No,sir. 7
15 Q Did you make any attempt to have any follow-up with
16 the D38 case workar or with DSS about Owen In
17 December?
18 A No, sir.
18 Q@ Dld you talk with your sister about what had
20 happened to Owen? Your sister that the police - -
2 - : ) )
22 A Police officer.
23 @ ---Isshs apolica officer?
24 A She's a police officer, yes.
25 @ Andls she a detective?
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1 @G Do you know when DSS has a parenting class what I}
2 Involves? b
3 A No.
4 Mr. Todd - Why don't we take a break. We've
5 going for a little over an hour and we'll come
6 back and I'll finlsh up. ' 3
7 A Okay y
8 Whereupon - A recess was laken.
9 Mr. Todd (Resuming)
10 Q@ Pastor Willlams, we talked about the
11 hospitalization in Dacember and your interaction
12 wlth Owen and Kayla and Michae! during December.
13. Was there a time when Michael and Kayla separated |
14 in Iate December or early January for a brief
15 pericd? '
16 A Yes, she made him Isave.
17 @ When was that?
18 A |don'tknow the exact dals.
12  Q Whatwas the reasons he had to leave? DId it have |:
20 anything - - - was there any concern that he might -
21 be harming Owen, or was it have to do wllh him not
22 working, or do you know?
23 A Notworking. Not working.
24 Q Now, during December was your wife spendlng a lot{:
25 of time kaeping Owen? ‘
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1 A Correct. oo .

z Q And-so how often would she be keeping Owen?
3 A Somstimes It was like every other day. It sven got
4 1o the polnt at one time | told Charlotte that she

5 needs to tell Michael no, that he needs to be a

6 responsible dad and take on responsibility himself.
7 _ And then we - - - she did that. And then after the

8 second incidént, | folt really bad because | felt

9 like | pushed him - - - pushed her into that,

10 maklng that decisnon And It was - -- so If | had
11 .. any Indlnaﬂon atalt thal Michael was harmlng

12 _Vthal child | would have never aver told her to make

13 him take care of that child. So I have to live
14 with that.

15 Q@ Do you know how Iong he was gona hefore Kayla lot

16 him coms bal:k or allowed him to come back?

17 AL He,may have been gone a week maybe.

(18 Q- And dlc‘lvydur wife keep Owen that entire week?
19 A Pretty much while Kayla worked. Yeah. Yeah.

20 Q Do you know whathar or not your wife had any action
‘21 with DSS betwaen the December hospltallzation and
‘22 the January hospltalization at Levine's?

23 A The December and the January? .

20 Q Yes, af@er the - - - What I'm trying to find out is

. after Owen wasAdlscharged on, | belleve it's
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1 Q Whan you gotto Leving's what did you learn?

2 A When | had got to Levine, Owen was In Intensive

3 care, and he was hooked up to all (hese machines.

4 ~And Charlotte was thers. Kayla had already gone.’

s I'don't know if - - - | don't know If Michael and

6 Kayla drove themselves to the fail, but | know that

7 they.wera gone when | got there. And | knew that

8 this was very, very serious.

9 Q [Iguess inthe days of cell phones you probahly ha
10 telephone calls from Chariotte as you were headed
1 - ' ‘

12 A Right. Right,

13 Q. ---anddid you learn that there was a concern
14 about abuse?

15 A Yeah Lieamad that they had airlifted him. The

16 time before, he went by ambufance but thls time he
17 was airiifted to Levine. And, yeah, | realized it

18 was very, very sarious.

19 Q When did you learn that thare was a concern abou
20 somebodyhavlrig abused Owen?

21 A The second time.

22 Q Did you learn It when you ware driving - -

23 A Well after---

24 Q@ «--from the funeral, or did you learn |t when
25 _ you got there that night, or was It the next day?
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) 1 ) Decembar the 8th, did your wife have any kind of
T2 contact or interaction with anyone at DSS?
3 A Ifshedid, | dontrecall It
.4 Q When did you learn that Owen was golng back to the
5 hospltal in January of 2010?
6 A |was headed to - - - Charlotie and | were going to
7 Columbla, | had to do a funeral, and just before we
-8 got on the Interstats, on 77 south, he - - | pot
9 ', a phone call and It was Michael on the phone and he
‘10 . was---lcould tell he was very upset and he
u stated il's Owen, it's Owen, he's having selzures
12 and | don't know what‘s.‘happened and we're haaded
a3 to the hospltal. And | immadiatsly turned around
14 and went back 1o the house and Charlotte got her
15 car and Charlotte went to the hospltal. And | had
16 obligations to this family to do this funeral, and
17 1 couldn't last minute just try to pull something
18 together so | went on to Columbia and did the
19 funeral. . And then aﬂer the funeral was over with,
20 I went to Levine.
21 Q. Dayou know what day of the week It was? It's was
22 January.- - -
23 A ldon't---|don't recall
24 Q@ Is January 10th - - -
25 A Okay.
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1 That's fust what I'm trying to find out.
2 A No,|leamed - - - | learned It when [was - - -
3 When { was drlving fo the funeral, pharlotte had
4 called me and told me they were alrifting him.
5 And she sald It was bad. She sald it was bad. And
3 | really couldn't - - - | wanled to get this
7 funeral over with as quickly as possible to get .
8 back to the hospital, '
3 .Q I'm not making my question clear.
10 A Right.*
11 Q | understand you learned that Owen was In serious
12 condltion. But what |'m trying to find out, when
13 did you learn that there was a concern that
14 somebody had intentionally harmed him?
15 A After the second Incldence.
16 Q@ Okay. When? Was It that first day?
17 A ltwas ---it was that first day.
18 Q How did you learn about that?
19 A When | gotto the hospltal really and when | found
20 out that they were taking - - - they had asked
21 Michael'and Kayla to come to the - - - to come to
22 the Moss Justice Center. And then it was shortly
23 after that, | think a few hours after that, they
24 had a confession from Michael. And that's - - -
25 that's when | knew definite that he was - - - he

803-328-9640

Inc.

Dallas Reporting,

WO DGR A DS T T

o . e T AL G S DO s ES PO oW




Deposition of Rev. Larry Williams

Page 69
1 was shaken.
2 Q Before that time, betore you learnad that Michael
3 had confassed, did you suspect that Michael or
4 Kayla or - - - Well, did you suspect that Michasl
5 had intentionally harmed-Owen?
6 A Upuntll-- - up untll the - - - untll law.
7 enforcement had taken - - - till he had got a
8 confesslon, | didn't know who had harmed Owen at
9 that tima. ! didn't know, not untll we got the

-10 -confesslon. Once we got the confession then, yeah.
11 And then on - - - on hindsight over here after the
12 sacond incident, then looking back, looking back,

13 there was soms probably some signs there but we
14 ware Just so involved In It, you know, so connected
15 to it that we probably just missed those sighs. |

‘16 don't know. But on hindsight, after over here, you
17 know, you realize then when you're over here, your
18 grandchild has lost 75 percent of his hratn
19 aclivity, and his brain's swelling, and they've got

20 tubes in hirm and got all this In him, then - - -

21 then you're saying oh, my God, what - - - did |
22 miss something, you know. Bul- - -
23 Q Well, in hindsight did you - - -
‘24 A --“ltwastoplaté.
‘25 Q n looking back, was there something you think yo!

Dallas Reporting, Inc. 803-328-5640

Depoaition of Rev. Larry Williams

Page 71 ||
1 Q@ Soevenin hlndslght, you looking back, - - -
2 ‘A Right.
3 Q ---you coutdn't even hlndslght .-
4 A No. ~
5 @ ---~see anything that wouid - --
6 A Mo . o
7 Q@ ---lead you to siispect that he would harm Owen1;
8 A No. No. Buttruly feel bad about it afterwards, ‘
9 you know. 1
16 Q Whatabout did Owen, did he have any - - - I'm
11 sorry. did Michael, did you ever see anything that
12 make you think that he might be doing drugs or
13 alcohol?
14 A No, Michael never did drugs and never drark.
15~ Never. Never seen him do any of that. No.
16 @ Now, In January did you have any discussions witl
17 any of the doctors or staff about what had happene
18 to Owen, about how his Injury had occurred? T
19 A Yes. . : :
20 @ Who didyou talk to?
21 A ‘We were In the iritensive care unit at that time and
22 Dr. Balley was there and there was probably a whole
23 team of nurses and doctors and it was just- - -
24 the room was Just filled up with people. I
25 remember Dr. Bailey being very, very angry at us,
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1 migsed, even In hindslght?
2 A No. No, notreally. Because - - - becauss the
3 thing is is that - - - that we had - - - they
[ showed no evidence. They showad no signs of
5 physlcal abuse whatsoever, Kayla or him. If they -
6 - - all of this stuff was done behind the scene to
7 where - - - to where they just showad no signs. if
8 they had showed some signs, if we'd have had - - -
9 If we'd have had doméstic viclence or we'd have had
‘10 - - - if he'd had showed some type of anger that he
11 was capable of doing somsething like that, yeah
12 " sure, but he didn't show any of that.
13  Q Do you know whether or not Mlchael had over dong
14 anything to harm Kayla?
15 A No. No, she'd probably whip him. Na, there was
.16 never any evidence of any kind of abuse on Michael
17 whatsoever. Michael's more of a laid back person,
18 and he was kind of quiet. Now, when we did have
.19 " game nights and stuff he would open up and, you
20 know, wa would have fun énd he would interact and
21 stuff, you know.. But Michasl was mofe ofa---
22 " he was more of a conservative type, you know. But, .
23 no, If we had any kind of khowledge that he was
24 abusing his child in any kind of way, any kind of
25 way.
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2 all of us, like we had done something. You know,
2 that - - - | don't know if he - - - | don't know if *
3 he was mad because Owen had retumed to the
4 hospital or he was mad because he missed Iit, the
5 diagnosis. | don'l know. But---
6 Q Didyou talk to him?
7 A Yasah, but he was very gruff. He was very - - - we
8 talked to him and he was very, very gruff with us
9 with his answers and stuff. And they were really
10 busy, really busy at that time trying to give Owen
i1 the best care that they could give him at that time
12 and it was a lot of trauma. And It was just - - -
13 It was d horrlble, horrlble thing to have to go
14 lhrough;
15 Q Do you remember anything Dr. Bailey sald? You told
16 me about his demeanor.
17 A Yeah. Yeah, he talked about his braln swaelling.
18 He talked about that It would swell to 75 parcent.
19 And he sakd If the brain did not begin to shrink
20 that they would have to drill into his skull to
21 reliave pressure which theay had to do. And they
22 had to go Into his spine to relieve pressure there
23 also. He lalked about the condltion of Owen that
24 he may not make it through this. It was - --it
25 was just a very, very horrific time.
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.1 Q Now, In the ICU were y'all allowad to be in the
2 ro_om‘\u‘llth him In the ICU while this treatment was
3 golng on? ,
4 A We were allowsd to go in at certain times. 'We
© 5 - would goInand out, '
_ 6 Q Unfortunately.we afl have friends or relatives at
7 one time in the ICU and typi'cally they'll let one
8 person visit at certaln Intervais. Is that the way
9 _Jtwas then? .
10 A Yeah. And |t finally got to the point to where
11 they would Just lat us all go in because they just
12 .- lhey weren't axpeptlhg him to live. And.so
13 it got 1o the point to where - - - at first they
‘14 was limiting the visits and stuff but then It got
15 .. to where thay were allowing more lo go In at those
a6 tmes. . _ '
27  Q Now, Owen was in the hospital in January for weeks
18 A Right.
19  Q And was he getting extenslve care during that tima?
20 A Yeah.
:21 Q@ Was there ever an issua about you and your wife nct
22 being allowed access to Owen? '
23 A Yesh, '
24 QG When was that?
A This was during the second incldence in January and

25
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1 talked with them. And they sald they didn't know
2 whether they would take an infant, they'd never
3 taken an Infant before, but they'd check with thelr
4 supervisor and were going to call me back and said
5 they'd take him. So they took himinto Hosplce.
6 And when we got into Hospice he - - - they started
7 glving him morphine, and | remember the chaplain
8 coming In and telling us to prepare for his death,
9 and the cemelary where wa wanted to get him buried
10 and all this, you know, and just really, really
11 just some tough declslons to make.. And he was
12 there probably two days and then he started making
13 a sucking sound like he really was starving, which
14 he was. And Charlotte got really concemed about
15 it, and she called her brother in Nebraska, he's a
16 Hospice doctor, and she got his opinion, And he
17 sald wajl, sls, If itll make you feel batter just
18 give him a little bit of sugar water. And so the
19 nurse got some sugar water In a syringe and started
20 giving him sugar water and he started just drinking
21 it like - - - without asplrating. He wasn't
22 aspirating at all. And so then the doctor decided
23 that he was try a litlle more water. So he tried
24 about thrae ounces and he took it down without
25 aspirating. And then he sald well, let me try some
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Sl we Wwere ~ - - they took him off all the life
-2 support. And the doctors - - - Well, the ethical
.3 . committee came in and says that the ethical thing

4 . to do s to - - - that when they take him off life

5 support that he may not live. And so we took him
6 off and when we took him off the life support, he
.7 was gasping for breath. ! remember the nurses
'8 saying that he would tire out and probably just
.9 qutt. Well, he never did. And the next day they
10 were going to make a mold, a heart-shaped mold, out
11 of mortar and stick his foot In It and give It to
12 . Kayla when he pagses. They never got that because
i13 he would pull his leg out evary time they tried.
14 And then they came and sald - - - | think |t was
15 Dr. Balley. Maybe Dr. Balley - - - there's a whole
16 . team of doctors that come in at one time. And they
17 .. ... were asking me - - - asking us have we considered
‘18 . Hosplce, that the quality of life for Owen Just
19 wasn't there, you know. | had dealt with Hospice
20 on many occaslons with some of my church folks, and
21 | dign't want to take Owen home and have Hosplce
22 come into my house and him die at home bacause |
23 had other siblings In house. And so then |
24 . remembered the Hosplice Center, Hosplce House here
25 and a really nice facility. | called them and
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1 Pedialyte, And he tried Pedialyte, and he took the
2 _pedialyte down with asplrating. So the next
3 morning he ordered formula for Owen. And so Owen :
4 was drinking four and five ounces of formula
5 without aspirating on each feeding, no pi'oblem.
6 And so the Hosplce doctor there declded the best
7 they would do is send him back to Levine for
8 rehabilitation. So we get back to Levine for
9 rehabilitation and as soon as we walk in the door
10 at Levine thay stopped his feedings, totally took
11 them away. | was upset. | was because he was
12 dolng so well, and hg wasn't aspirating. The
13 doctor even at the Hospice, you know, he's sean all
14 that. And so they took his fesdings away. And
15 then took him away from us. And they would hold
16 Owen out like this In thelr hand, and they would
17 glve him a bottle. And he had to have that four
18 ounces drank within 20 minutes, if not they were
19 going to tube him up. And no love, no bonding,
20 holding*him out here. And you know yoursslf
21 infants, they take their ime. They do. When they
22 drink, they're going to take thelr time. But
23 anyway, they took those feedings away from us and
24 then they started tubing him back up and we were,
25 totally against it. At this particular time on the

803-328-9640
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1 sacond incidence, they did meet with us around a
2 table llke we'ra here with - - - wilh Dr.
.3 Wunderlich, had DSS workers, had law enforcement,
.4 -avarybody was around the table. ‘And when | walked
5 in the room, Kayla and | walked in the room, and
¢  whenlwalked in the room they ware talking about
"7 all of Owen's disabiliies. He's got to have
8 mullipls doctors assigned to his life for the rest
P9 of his lifs. He's got to have multiple medical
10 equipment for the rest of his Bfe. They were
11 talking about all his bad. And 1 sat down in the
.12 chalrand | sald - - - | looked at Ms. Wunderlich
i 13 and | sald look, there's no - - - I'm not here to
14 disrespect you. ‘| said but what about the fact
118 that whan we brought back up here out of Hospice
16 that he was drinking four and flve ounces of
17 formula without aspirating. What about the fact
18 that the right side of his bady was not éven moved
19 and was paralyzed and now he's Kicking them all. |
20 sald whal you have done is you have handicapped him
21 from the moment hé came in this door. And | said
22 that we brought him back up to Levine not for you
‘23 - 16 take away the ability of what he can do but to
‘24 ‘assist at want he cai'l do. What ha can'tdo. And
25 at that moment, that moment, they golt a court
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disagreed with that?
A Yeah, and | just explained the reason why. | mean,
10 you as a grandparent, if you would have been there
11 and you saw your grandchlld feeding the way he was
12 feeding without asplrating, without having and
13 difficulties whatsoever, you'd have probably got
14 upset too.
15 Q' And | understand it's a difficult sltuation. I'm
16 Just trying to find out - - -
17 " A Yeah, ’
18 Q@ -=--Kkind of what happéned.
‘19 A lunderstand. i ‘
20 Q |gettoask questions.
21 A Okay. Go ahead. I'm sorry.
22 @ And so1guess you as grandparents and Kayla as
23 mother, there was a dlscussion about whether or ng
24 Owen should be tube fed; is that what the
25 discussion was?
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1 they do, they didn't do it. They let it slip

2 through and that's why Owen's the way he Is loday.

3 Q Woeil, lst go back now to the tubse feeding, - - -

a2 A Okay. o

5 Q ---when Owen was returned from Hospice to

6 ~ Levine. Thers was a discussion about whether or
) not to have Owen be tube fed, and you and Charlottg
8

9
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1 order, they got a courl order, and went against
© 2 what we really wanted to do at that lime. And when
3 they got the court order, they got a restralning
© 4 order and asked Charlotte and | to leave the
5 haspltal. When we would do our visiations, they
"6 would let Charlotte and | come up and do
.7 visltations, we couldn’t go to Owen's room and
8 visit with him. They'd make us visit right out - -
9 - thay'd pull him in & wagon and maks us visit
10 right out there-at front Ilke we ware criminals. |
11 mean, they treatad us like we were Just - - - it
‘12 . was really uncalled for, the way we were treated.
13 And we have been through this with Owen, and we
14 have fought for him. And we will continue to fight
15 for Owen because Owen deserves averything that he
16 can get. Because | fesl in my spirit that this
17 should have hot happened to Owen. This should have
18 not.
19 Q@ Andwhen you say this, what do you mean?
20 A Whatlmean is that he shouldn't be in the
21 condliion that ha's In right now with losing 70
22 percent of his brain activity, blind, tube fad.
23 And he’s probably going to be that way the rest of
24 his life. Because | fasl like that the onea that

25 are trained, the onas that are qualified to do what
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1 A Correct?
2 Q Andsolguess there was somes - - - you and Kaylg'
3 and Charlotte talked about it and declded that you
4 didn't vwant Owen to have a tube and have tube
5 feedings? ‘
6 A (Indicaling) And the reason why Is because we had
7 heen told that kids that are tube fed has a
8 tendency to get Infections, and we were more
9 concemed about whether this was going to enhance
10 the quality of his life or if thls was golng to |
11 bring danger to his quality of life.
12 Q AndI'm trylng to find out, Owen had been to
13 Hospice, he was back.
14 A Right, : ]
15 .Q Now, at that time was Owen still - - - was It under
16 like end of life care or was that, at that time,
17 were they trying to treat Owen so that he could
18 survive and not that kind of end of life care that
19 you « - -
20 A Thayfelt-- -1 guess they felt like they were
21 trying to treat Owen so he could survive. Yes.
22 Q So---
23 A | think their intentions were right.
24 Q They felf like what would bs best for Owen to havg

25 him survive was the tube feeding.
803-328-9640
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"1 A Correct, -
"2 Q@ Andyou felt Ifke, nio, the best thing for Owen to
: 3 survive Is to be bottle fed?
"4 A [feltlike If they would have worked with him a
.5 Iittie bitmore that | felt like they took his
‘s  suckirig ability away and took all of his abllity to
7 drink away.
-8 Q@ Now, I mean, looking back do you think that Owe
9 ' would have begn able to survlve without belng tubra

10 fod?

‘11 Mr. Shaw - Objection.

‘12 Q As faras | know, you don't have any medicat
13 training. 1guess | shouldn’ t ask you that - - -

14 A Right. Right. Right.

15 Q ---butjust based on what you saw. .

16 A Ifhe ‘was able to contlnue to drink his bottles the
17 _way he was doing withoul asplrating and without

18 having any difficulties, | think he would have -

19 survived that way. But by tubing him up - - - He's
120 - surviving that way now and I'm grateful for It.

21 I'm grateful now that we have him with us, and

22 ) weve accepted the quallty of life that we have

23 wlth Owen now. We accept that. But back then

24 dunng that time, during the trauma and everything
25 that we were going through at that fime, whenever
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1 time, this Is In 2010, about Owen - - - you told me
2 that in December that yoy had a brief discussion
3 with DSS and you were questioned about you and
4 Charlotte keaplhg Owen. :
5 A Right
6 Q Now, were there dlscusslons In 2010 with you ani
7 Charlotte keeping Owen? | know eventually you'r
8 . keeplng him, but I'm talking about - - -
9 A VYeah, therewas---
10 Q. ---before he went to foster care,
13 A Yaah there was drscusslons about it, but Charlotte
12 had somethlng on her crimlnal record that hindered
13 us from doing that, a domestic violence, and that
14 hindered us from being able to do that. And that.
15 really hurt to not be able to take him it our
18 home. But really to be honest with you, even the
17 first time, whether they gave him to us or put him
18 in foster care, if they had put him in foster care
19 the first time I'd have been okay with that, untll
20 - they found out what happsned 10 him. He wouldn't
21 be in the condition that he's in now,
22 Q Waell, let me ask you about this. You talked abouj
23 there was a DSS - - - you and Charlotte, offered to ||
24 keep Owen before he went Into foster care - - -
25 A (Indlcating yes)
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o1 ‘you see your grandchlld making some progression, 1 Q@ ---andthere was some investigation. And, of
o2 you're grateful for that. You want to see that, 2 course, you've got the armed robhary conviction,
3 you know. And that was the only reason why we were 3 Didthat---
4 offensive when they wers talking about putting the 4 A Thirly years agb though.

"5 fube back in. But baslcally we want what's best 5 Q Allright.

6 _for Qwen. That's what we want, 6§ A Andapardon.

"7 @ You don't have éhy reason to think that the doctors 7 Q You've baen pardoned?

8 and staff at Levine's - - - 8 A Yes,I've baen pardoned.

-9 A Well,no. No. s @ Yourcivi rights restored?

10 Q ---youfeltlike they felt like !hey wera doing 10 A Right.

11 what was right for Owen? 11 Q And Charlotte had a crlmlnal domestlc violence

12 A Exactly. Exactly. | do. . 12 charge, convic(lon? When was that?

13 Q_ Now, It sounds like there was visitation under 13 A I'mnotaware of the date on that. That happened

14 supervision. How long did that last? 14 before | met her.

15 A That lasted uniil Owen left the hospllal. 15 Q Who gave you the pardon? Was it the governor?

16 Q@ And when he left the hospital, did he gotoarehab | 16 A The governor.

17 . facitity or did he go home? 17 Q Whichone?

18 A They put him in foster care. He was in two foster 18 A Riley.

19 homes. . 12 Q Because that was back In the 80s. Were you still

20 & Howlong was he In foster care? 20 In jall when you got pardoned?

21 A He was in foster care probably | want to say maybe 21 A No. ’

22 six months maybe, maybe longer. 22 Q You ware out of jail?

23 Q@ AndI'm not looking for an exact. 23 A Yeah, | was out of Jail.

24 A Yeah, maybe - - - maybe six months or longer. 24 @ Do you think Owen would have been able to survivf

25 Q Okay. Now, did you have any discusslon during thaf] 25 v_vlihout the feeding tube - - -
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1 Mr Shaw - Objectlon
2 Q ---from your view as a Iayman?
3 A Dol think that he was - - - )
4 Q Survive?
s A Maybe not. )
6 Q He can't'survive today? ‘
7 A No, he can't survive today without it. No. No, he
8 has no ability of consuming anything right now
¢ other than the feeding tube, -
10 Q Has Michael, to your knowledge. has he ever
11 confessed that he did anything to harm Owen In
12 November or Decembaer of 20097
13 A 'No. - -
14 @ Have you hiad any contact at all with Michae! since
15 he has gono to jall? ' '
16 A No,slr '
17 Q Dld you have any contact wlth him after December
18 --1'm sorry, did you have any contact with him
19 after he confessed?
20 A No. v T
21 Q Now, OWen £ Ilvlng with you and your wlfe now?
22 A Yes,slr. ¢ .
23 Q ‘And Kayla's living with you?
24 A No, Kaylahas fier own place.
25 Q What Involvement does Kayla have with Owen?
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1 @ Have you had any names othar than Larry Willlams?},
2 A No. o o :
3 @ There was an Incident In Lavine's where your wife
. was holding Owen In a rocking chalr and the rocking
5 chalr tipped over. Were you present when that
6 happened?
7 A No, | came up that morning afterwards.
g @ How was Gwen doing then? I mean, dld he have any
9 kind of brulse or anything after the rocklng chair
10 Incldent? i
11 A |didn't ses anylhing.
12 Q Is Kayla making any efforts to regain custody of
13 Owen prasently?
14 A Notat the moment.
15 @ Other than Dr. Balley, have you talked to any of
16 the doctors at Levine's and Dr. Wunderlich about
17 Owen and what his condition was?
18 A No. Dr.Balley did tell us - --he took us In a
19 room and showed us the MRI, showed us a picture of
20 Owen's brain and showad us what to look for, showsd
21 us the damage of his brain. | remember that.
22 Q What relatives do you have - - - You have a brother
23 and sistet Iiving here. Any other relatlves that
24 you have In York County?
No.
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1 A Kayla, she comss over in the eveninds and gives him
2 his bath sometimes. Her days off, she will get him

3 on her day off and spend the day with him. Any

4 time that she has free time other than work, she

5 tries to involve him, Even when she goes with her

6 friends, goes to a friend's house, she'll take Owen

7 with her. So she’s very involved In his life too.

8

9

Q Where's she working now?
A She works for Verizon.
10 Q@ Doyou getany kind of financial assistance from
11 any kind of agency or any kind of entlty for---
12 A Charloite gats a check for Owen every month.
13 Q And that comes from whom?
14 A Disabllity, is that where it's coming from?
15 Q From Soclal Security disabliity?
16 A Yes, something like that. Yes, sir.
17 @ Howmuchisit? '
18 A SIx hundred and something.
19 @ Isanybody alse providing any support, any entity
20 orany - -~ o
21 A No.
22 Q IsKayla making any payments?
23 A No. She'dsbuy his clothes though and she'li help
24 provide diapers and, you know, supply what he has
25 need of. o

Dallag Reporting, Inc. 803-328-9640

Deposition of Rev. Larry Williams
Page 88 |;

We may not want your first cousin on the jury.

No.

Have you ever heard anyone use the term
nonacciderital trauma before thls lawsulit?

Not before this, no, sir.

22>0

WO d RN U R W N B
p-]

Q DId you ever look at the safety plan that Kayla
slgned?
A No.
Q Have you looked at It since this lawsuit?
10 A No,sir
11 Q Before December 4th, 2009 did you ever see any
12 bruises on Owen?
13 A He did havé a bruise ons fime and | think, I I'n
14 not mlsteken, said they either dropped the remote
15 maybe from the TV. That's the only one that I've
16 seen. '
17 Q Do you know when that was; was that In November?,
18 A Probably somewhere around there,
19 Q Did Owen's behavior change?
20 A No.
21 Q Did you see anything with Owen that made you
22 concern that it -«
23 A Noconcern at all. No, sir.
2¢ Q@ Any other lime you see any bruises?
25 A No,sir.
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1 Q -Whatabout In Dacember, did you observe any bruis:
2 on him when he was In the hospital in Levine's In
3 December?
4 _A Notthat| can recall. .
5 Qt No brulsas or---and you sald his color was
6 Areturntng, that he was a little bit - - - when you
7 say his-color wasn't quite back to normal, - - -
8 A Well, he wasn't- - - you know, he wasn't eating
9., . right, you know, and what not. And, you know, when
‘10 you're ot eating right and what not and just
11 lodked faligued, you know.
12 Q I'msorry, looked?
‘13 A Fatigusd.
i4 @ Fatigued?
15 A |guess, yeah.
16 Q Have you had any medical tralnlng, first aid
17 tralnipg? . . ~
18 A The only medlcal “=- yeah CPR
| 19 @ Other than CPR, any kind of medlcal training?
20 A No. | worked at an infirmary when | was in prison,
21 I worked at an Infirmary. We seen a lotof---a
22 fot of aclivity there. .1 worked real close with &
23 couple of nurses there. '
24 Q. Whatwas yo_ur]bb In the Infirmary?
25 A lwasa clerk.
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1 some questions that you've heard already, |

2 apologize for that. I've got a script, and | tried

3 _to cut some stuff out of this.

4 A Okay..

5 Q Whatis your current address?

€ A Alken, South Carolina.

7 Mr. Frawley - Let's go off the recerd a

8 second.

9 {Off the record)
10 @ .Now, you testifiod a Nlttle bit earlier, you'rea ||
11 . minister-so you are a mandated reporter of abus
12 and neglect for children; is that correct, is that
13, your understanding?
14 A No.
15 Q@ S8oit's not your understanding that If you hear o
16 .or you discover abuse or negloct that you are
17 mandated by faw ---. .
18 A Yeah, exactly. Exactlly. Yeah okay |
15 Q - Okay. So you are mandated by South Carolina |
20 statute to.report It to somebody, law enforcemenf
21 _orDss? ‘
22 A Exactly. Yes,slr. .
23 Q@ Okay. Andl think you Indicated that your
24 Inclination would be If you knew about It you'd
25 report it probably to law enforcement, and you
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1 . Q . I'mbetting you weren't working on children In the b assume that they would then pass it on to DSS?
2 Infirmary? 2 A Exaclly.
3 A No. No. No. No. No. 3 @ Andyou and Ms. Willlams were married September |;
4 Q@ Okay. B 4 26th. Was is 2008 or 20097
5 A Andsome of them kIdS ---and some of them guys 5 .A [I'mthinking probably '9, 2009.
6 acted Iike children. 6 @ So you ware married shortly after Owen was born? |
7 Q@ Was that poople with colds and flus or was It 7 A Right.
8 pecple who had gotten In fights with other Inmates 8 Q@ Okay. That would be 2009 then. After you and Ms.
9 or some of _both? ' 9 Willllams were marrled, Kayla's naver really llved
10 A Yeah, some of - - - all of the above. 10 with y'all has, she while you have been husband and ]
11 Mr. Todd -1 believe that's all the questions 11 wife7 -
12 I have at this'tims. | suspect my frilends 12 A No.
13 ., ., here to my left may have some questions. 13 Q@ Becausa after you were marrled Owen had just been
14 EXAMINATION -{By Mr. Frawley) 14 born, and Kayla and Michael and Owen lived in thelr
15 Q@ Reverend Williams, my name Is Pat Frawley. I'man | 15 mobie home traller?
16 attorney with the Davls Law Firm in Lexington. And | 16 A Right.
17 .. when you mentioned Locke Screen, when you workediat? @ And you may have covered thls with Mr. Todd, but
18 Locke Screen was that in Lexington? 18 how long were you and Ms. Willlams dating,
19 A Yeah. 19 courting, In your relationship before you were
20 Q Isltl-207 20 marrled? .
21 . A (Indicating yes) : 21 A Probably about six months.
22 .Q lam defending the South Carolina Department of 22 Q Sixmonths? In those six months, | taks It you got
23 Soclal Services In this case, and I've got some 23 to know her son, Aaron, and her daughter, Kayla? ||
24  questions. I'm going to try not to plow the same 24 A Correct,
25 ground that Mr, Todd has plowad. if| do ask you 25 @ And did you develop a good relationship wlith both
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1 of them?

2 A Yes

3 @ Was Kayla at the time that you and Ms. Wiliiams

4 were dating or leading up to your marriage, was

5 Kayla then with Mlchael?

€ A Yes:

7 @ Now, they didn't get married but was she living

8 with him then?

9 A Yes. .
10 Q Ifyou knew Ms, Williams for about six months
11 before you marrled and you married about maybe
12 three wesks after Owen was born, when you and Ms;
13 Willlams first met, Kayla was already expacting a
14 child, correct?
15 A Right. R
16 Q@ When you first met Michael durlng the period of
17 time that you and Ms. Willlams were getting to know
18 each other hefore you were inarrled - - - Well, let
19 me ask It a different way. How many times before
20 you and Ms. Willlams weére married,had you had
21 occasion to mest or be with Michael to Interchange
22 with him or discuss with him?’
23 A Very few imes because they were still living In
24 Concord at that ime and so that was not quite
28 oftsn. .- " '

Dallas Reporting, Inc. 803-328-9640

1 Q " That she was fixing to dellver?

2 A Oh, you'rs talking abouit deliver?

3 Q Yes. .

. 4 A | thought you were talking abaut concaption, when

5 " she éoncelved. No, deliver, when | found out she

6 was going to deliver, gosH. probably the very same

7 day that she was going to dellver. | was there

8 that day.

9 @ Was dellvery Induced or was it she just woke up onej
10 morning and says It's time and going to the
11 hospital?
12 A Yesh, ilwas like that.
13 Q Okay.
14 A [twasn't Induced.
15 @ [Itwasn'tInduced?
- A No. =~
17 @ Butyou bring up a point that Charlotte had told
18 you at some point In your office that Kayla was
19 ** pragnant. 'Was she excited about the pregnancy, was|}
20 she kind of wary about the pregnancy because Kayla
21 was not married at the time? b
22 A Well, she was - - - She was excited aboul the
23 pregnancy but she was a little disappointed too, i
24 you know, because she wasn't maled and because of ||
25 she just wasn't expecting it. :
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1 Q@ Andwhen they were llvlng In Concerd you'd
2 mentioned that they ware livlng with Michael's
3 parents Ih Concord, right?
4 A Michael's parents, comrett. -
5 @ Did Ms. Willtams at that time as far as you could
6 tall have any kind of relationship with Mr. and Ms.
7 Carduff at that time, or were they kind of - - -
8 A Getting to know each other.-
9 @ Okay.
10 A Yes. - - o
11 @ They were estranged or they weren't adverse to each
12 other? N
13 A No. =~
14 @ Okay.
15 A No.
16 Q@ And you said that when Owen was born you were at
17 the hospltal, correct?
18 A Correct
19 Q How did you find out about his Impending birth?
20 A |was-actually in my office at the church, and
21 Charlotte came in my office and sald | have
22 sarhéthing to tell you. | was thinking she wrecked
23 the car. That's what ! was thinking. Ahd she told
24 me that Kayla was pregnant and so that's how |
25 found out:
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Page 96 |]

1 Q How did Charlotte appear to like Michael at that

2 time? Sometimes - - - | have threa sons - - -

3 A Yeah. Right. Right.
.4 & ---andsometimss you like their significant

5 other, somefimes you don't. Did she appear to Ik

6 Michael at that time or was slie In the process of

7 warming up to hlm; how was that?

8 A She was In the process of warming up to him and, '

9 you know, she was just getting fo know him.
10 Q After Owen was born, you ware there at the
11 hospital. When he was discharged, when he and ||
12 Kayla were discharged from the hospital after the
13 birth, did Michael and Kayla have their own place
14 or did they go back to Concord? i
15 A No, they had their own place. !
16 Q' Had thelr own place. So when they went home tg
17 thelr own place did you and Charlotte visit them,
18 come see the new baby?
19 A Yeah. Ofcourse. i
20 @ We'ro only talking three and half or four months
21 between his birth and the first Injury. Let's talk
22 about the first month. In that first month, how
23 frequently would you and Charlotte go to Michael |
24 and Kayla's home. Now, I know you sald earlier
25 that we would go there with some frequency but
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o1 usually it was short. We'd go there, pick up Owen
2 and leave.
i3 A Right
4 Q Inthatfirst month, how frequently would you visit
5 and wera the visits as you had earlier
6. characterlzed, | mean, Just plcking him up and
7 leaving or were you golng there with such a young
8 baby, visiting the baby thers and then leaving?
9 . A Yeah. Charlotte was thare more than me,
10  Q Okay.
1 A She was mere a lot mora than me. And she would go
12 and stay awhlle you know.
13 - Q@ Okay.
14 A Andbulas far as myself | wouldnt, But he was
15 at our house a lot because I'm working. He was
16 there with us a lot. ;
17 @ And | remember from her deposition that Kayla
18 pretty much worked up to the time that the baby was
19 bom - --
.20 A Shedid.
21 Q ---and then returned to work shortly after that,
22 correct?
23 . A Kayla's always been a good worker.
‘24 Q Was Michael working at that time?
25 A No, not from the baginning.
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1t Q And on your criminal history you said you'd gotten
2 a pardon fram Governor Rlley, correct?

3 A Right.

4 Q Areyoua member of any state or national

S organizations as a minlister? .

6 A Yeah, The Intematlonal Pentecostal Holiness

1 Church.

8 Q IPHC?

9 A IPHC yes, sir.
10 Q Anyothers besldes (hat?
11 A No.
12 Q Are youa mamber or were you a member when you we
13 in the Rock Hill area of any social organizations
14 In the Rock Hil) area, any fraternal organizations,
15 anything like - - - In Columbla, we have a thing
16 called The Oliver Gospel Mission where homeless
17 people could stay there at night. Did you,
18 participate In any of thesa type organizations - -
19 -
20 A No.
21 (@ ---inthe Rock Hill area?
22 A No.
25, Q@ Okay.
24 A Wae did support some lolka some organizatlons, like
25 Pligrims Inn, whalnot, You know, we would take -
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1 Q Okay. 1 some Christmas and food and stuff to Pilgrims Inn.
2 A Hewasn't. | actually got him a job with - - - One 2 @ And Monty probably got this, but what was the name],
3 of my church members worked at Food Lton, and ! 3 of the church that you were pastor ovar while you
- talked to her and she got him a job at Food Lion. 4 waere In the Rock HIll area?.
"6 @ Now,do youremember you having visited thereat| 5 A Faith Family Christlan Center.
6 their home, you mentioned that Chariotte went the 6 Q Inthe times that you would have visited Kayla and
7 most the time, but do you remember occaslons when 7 Michael's home in that first three and half months
k] you would hava gone there in that first month? 8 before tha December 4th Injury or when they would
% A On yeah. Oh, yeah, Because | remember Charlotte S have visited your homs, did you have occaslon to
10 and | going in and painting their nursery. 10 observe Kayla as a mom with Owen, interacting with |
1 Q Okay. 11 Owen?
12 A We painted their nursery. 12 A Yes )
13 - Q  After the baby was born or befora? 13 Q . And how would you characterize her as a mother
14 A Before the baby was hom, 14 during that period of time?
15 Q Okay. 15 A Agood mother.
16 A I'd go there occasionally. . 16 Q Okay, a good mother.
:17 Q But Charlotte went more frequently? 17 A Agood mother. ;
18 A . Yeah, she did. 18 Q@ Now, qgood mother's a conclusion. Thara's certain
19 @ .Inthat first three and a half, four months 19 things you would have seen that when you total
20 - Charlotte kept Owen a good bit, correct? 20 those up In your head it comes to the conclusion of
21 A Correct. 21 a good mothar.
‘22 Q And to the point that you mentlonsd at some point| 22 A Right.
f23 " that Michael needs to stap up and take care ofthat | 23 Q Can you tell me what it Is that you would have sean |
24 himself, correct? 24 about Kayla Interacting with Cwen that led you to
25 A Exactly. 25 the concluslon just a moment ago that she was a
Dallas Reporting, Inc. 803-328-9640 Dallas Reporting, Inc. B03-328-9640
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good mothar then? - 1
A Well, sha would - - - she would feed him, she would 2
change his diaper, she would burp him. | mean, 3
she'd Just = - - you know, she'd Just did 4
everything that a mom would do. 5
Q Sha was attentive to him? 6
A Yeah, very allentive, 7
Q And when babies get to the point that they're not 8
Jjust staring, where they're actually interacting 9
with people, did Owen appear to interact with her? | 10
A Yeah. 11
Q Knew whére mom was? 12
A Right. A 13
Q When you and Charlotte would keep Owen, what did14
you do when you would keep him? 15
A Whenever | would Keep Owen? 16
Q  Well, [ot me fik that, I've got grandkids. 17
A Right. 18
Q Andwhen | had grandklds ---1mean, whenlwas g 19
dad I'd change diapers --- 20
A Oh, yeah. i 21
Q ---and still remember the Image of my youngest | 22
son when we got him home, he was preemis, picking 23
up his anklas to wipe him off. When we first got 24
there, there were no butt checks there, which 25
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Dallas Reporting,

Depogition of Rev. Larry Williams
' Page 103

" and wake up the next morning and he'd be on my
chest, you know, - - -
Q Okay.
A -:-and he'd be cackling and going on; you know.
You know, we had some good-times.
Q ' Now, | asked the questlon about Kayla as a mom.
What about Michael as a dad, did youhave occaslo;U'

to observe Michasl with Owan, see them Interacting)
where you can reach a conclusion as to'what kind
father Michael was? Up to that first Injury, not

In retrospect, but what you recall having seen In
thosa first four months.

Yeah, | would see Michael holding him. | would see
Michael whenever we would be at the church and
Kayla would be active doing something, Michael
would be taking care of him. I'd see Michael play
with him; you know, and talk to him and interact
with him. Yeah.

Did Michael change dlapers?

Yeah.

‘Did Michael feed Owen?

Yeah.

Was Michael attentive? When he had the care of
Owen and you were able to see it, was Michasl
attentive to Owen?

o>0>p0
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impressed me., - R 1
A Right. Yeah, 2
Q Sol've changed dlapers, and I've done that as a 3
father. Now, as a grandfather, | did It a little 1
bit but | was - - | guess because It'd been so 5
long since I'd.dona It. ’ 6
A Right. 7
Q As a step-grandfather, did you change diapers? 8
A" Yeah. ¢
Q@ Okay. 10
A Sure. 11
Q Okay. So when you and Charlotte would keep Owen| 12
you'd stlll participate In the care of the child, 13
corract? : 14
A Exaclly. Yeah. 15
Q Would it be an accurate assessment to say that 16
Charlotte probably did more In that regard than you | 17
did?- 18
A  Yeah. 19
Q And that would be expected. 20
A Right. 21
Q | mean, my wife probably does more with my 22
grandkids. - . 23
A Thére-ware tmas that he would, you know, stay the 24
night with us, Owen would stay the night wilh us, 25
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A Yeah, unless he was at my house and Charlolle was
" thera, and grandma was there, ;

Q Oh, grandma would have preempted that chance? |

A Right. Right. ;

Q ' DId Owen appear to racognize Michael as his dad
" from what you could see? Obviously you can't get

In Owan's head but did it appear to you that when
. Michasl picked up Owen, Owen was responslve to
Michael picking him up?

Yeah. He'd buckle him in his car seat and, you
know, he would take him to - - - yeah, he'd
interact with him. ‘

Now, you read both Charlotte's deposition and
Kayla's deposition, correct? ‘

(Indicating yes)

And that's a yes?

Yes, slr. -

And do you remember reading in both those
depositlons that each of them testified that they
had some concern about the way Michael would pick
Owen sometimes? ’

Yes.

Mr. Shaw - Objection.

Okay.

Yes, sir.

oror o

>

Q
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You do remember having sean them?.
Yes, | remember that.
And thelr concern was that maybe sometimes he
wouldn't secure the child's head as he should have
{Indicating yes)
Mr. Shaw - Objection.

2 >0

-

VW NLA W B WD e
>

Q So that 8o Is yes?
A Yes.
. Q _Okay. Thereason | say that is uh-huh and huh-uh
0 .- '
11 A |understand.
12 Q ---phonetically sound the same
13 A Junderstand. .
i4  Q |want to make sure you say yes - - -
15 A Yes. . . . .
6. Q ---It comes out as a yes and when no, a no. Did
17 you have any occaslon to sea that, where he would
18 plck him up and maybe not sécure his head as a
19 parent Ideally should do?
20 A Neverseenhim. .
21 Q And you understand what I'm talkmg ahout when |
2z .. saysecure his head?
‘23 A Yes.
24 Q@ That bables, thelr heads will flop around?
25 A Yes. Yes.
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1 Michael's care of Owen? b
2 A No. L . .
3 Q Andl think you'd sald that when you saw Michae!
4 caring for Owen you had no reservations abhout the
5 . quality of his care for Owen.
6 A No. .
7 Q After the December 4th injury but before the
8 January 11th or January 10th Injury, did eithar
9 _Charlotte or Kayla Indicate to you any concerns
10 they had about Michael's belng able to care for the
11 child?
12 A No.
13 Q Youmentloned board games y'all playad. What kind
14 of board games did you play?
15 A We played Dominos. That was one of the favorite
16 games there.
17 Q@ (understood that Michael played video gamas. Did
18 you play video games?
19 A No.
20 Q Ngltherdol.
21 A ldon'thave time.
22 Q Butitis your understanding that Michael did play
23 video games?
24 A Yes, hedid.
25 Q And the video - - - the controller that at some
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1 Q [lknow you read in the depositions but did efther| 1’ point, and 1 think in November, had fallen and
2 Kayla or Chariotte, before the December injury, 2 bruised Owen's head. Was It your understanding
3 tell you that they had concern about the way 3 that that was a television remote control, or was
t 4 Michae! was picking up the child? And I'm not 4 it a video game controller, or do you know?
5 saying he did it every time. I'm just saying - - - 5 A |don'tknow.
6 A Yeah 6 Q Wil you agree with me that of everyona In your
7 @ ---that had mentioned that it happaned often 7 familly, ‘which would Include you, Charlotte, Kayla ]
.8 enough that it caused-them some concern and they 8 - = Wefl, you, Charlotte and Kayla, that Kayla was
9 sald that. 9 probably the closest person to Michael with regard
10 A Yes. 10 . to him confiding in her, her confiding in him, and
.11 Q. Did either of them say that to you before the 11 her baing able to see him caring for Owen?
‘12 December injury? 12 A Correct. '
.13 A They never said it to me. 13 Q@ [mean, you and Charlotie would have got a look jt
14 Q Okay. ' 14 that - - -
15 A Ineverseen that until| read the depositions, 15 A Right.
16 Q. So lfthe two of them had that concern, they nevef 16 Q ---a good bif but Kayla was probably In a better}
17 . relayed that to you before the Decamber injury? | 17 position to see everything. She could see behind
18 A Corrsct. 18 the curtain whereas you and Charlotte maybe
1% Q Infact, they never relayed it to you at all and 19 . gouldn't?
20 you didn't know about It untll you read it in the 20 A Correct,
21 _deposition? . 21 Q And you used the term behind the scenes. If
22. A Correct. 22 anybody could see behind the scenes, and I'm nof
‘23 Q Did either Kayla or Charlotte ever relay anything | 23 saylng Kayla could, - - -
24 to you before the December injury Indicating somg 24 A Right.
25 concern on thelr part about the quality of 25 Q ««~butif anybody could, Kayla would ‘have heen(]
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1 in the hest position to do lhat certainly a better
2 posltion than elther you or Charlotte, correct?
3 A Coreal,” :
4 © Q@ Now, after you got word that Owan had been injured
5 an December 4th and then | think you got the call
6 Saturday, December Sth?
7 A From the first injury?
8 @ Firstinjury.
9 A No,Igotthe call from the hospital - - - | mean,
10 not - - - | gol the call from Kayla, - - -
11 @ Okay. ‘ '
12 A ---lgota call Kayla on that evening of the - -
13 ~ that he'was injured - - -
14 @ Okay.
15 A ---onthatevening probably - - - I'm saying
16 probably somewhers around 4:30, 5 o'clock, 6:00,
iv "somewhere around in thatarea - - -
18 Q Okay. '
19 A ---bscause Ivremember that very, very good
20 becauss | was pulting lights up on the house.
21 Q@ And that would have been a Friday and then he went
22 to Levine's early, early, early In the morning - -
23 - < ) ’
24 A Right. Correct.
25 Q ---on Satutday the 5th---
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1 Q@ When they sxaminéd the éyes, do you know what
2 they re looking for In the eyes?
3 A They re looking for blood behlnd the ayes. -
4 @ Retlnal hemorrhaging?
5 A Yes Yes
6 '@ Doyou know If they'sald any retinal hemorrhaging
7 in December?
8 A Yes.
3 Q And you know that bscause the doctor told you that?
10 A Because--- yesah,
i Q Andyou know he's looking for it?
12 A Right. Right. ‘
“13  Q  But do you know If he found It?
14 A Yas. ’ ’ .
15 Q After you found that there were these two small
16 heniatomas and retinal he'morrhaglng, did you ask
17 Kayla and Mlchael or did you ask anybody, how 1s
18 this caused?
19 A OtherthanDr. Bailey.
20 @ And you mentloned Balloy sald It can only happen
‘21 ' two ways; one from birth and then the other Is - -
22 - and did he actually use the word shaken or did he
23 Just use the gesture of shaking?
24 A Usad the gasture.
25 @ Sohe used the gesture, didn't use the word
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1 ‘A Coracl. ’ 1 shaking, and then - - - '
2 ° @ -««lgthat your undarstandmg? . 2 A" No, he used both.
3 A (Indlcating yes) P 3 Q Oh,so he sald shaking - - -
4  Q When Kayla called you and sald thathe was injured | 4 A He said - - - yeah, shaking He used them both.
5 or he was slck « - - | use the term Injured but all $ Q And then rather than explatning that, ha
6 they knew was that ha was sick, « - - 6 Immedlately left the room?
7 A Right. 7 A Yes.
8- Q@ ---there was something wrong with him. 8 Q Okay.
‘9 A Right 9 A Yeah, hedid - - - he finished doing what he was
10 @ They gethim to Levine's and they flrid at some 10 deing and walked out of the room.
11 " point that he's got a couple of small hematomas, 11 Q@ | mean, nobody sald hold on a second?
.12 corract? . 12 A No.
13 ° A -Wall, he goes to Pledmont ﬂrst . 13 Q My grandkid's got hematomas and retinal
:14 Q@ Pledmontfirste... 14 hemorrhaging, you just sald ~ ~ -
‘15 A First, and then - - - 15 A No. S
16 @ -:-butthen it got to Levine's. 16" Q@ «~«itcould happen because he's shaken, come
17 A ---levine,yes. 17 back and explain to me a little bit more; niobody |;
18 Q And at Levine's somebody tells Kayla or you or 18 asked that? .
19 somekody that he's got a couple of strigh hematomas{ 19 A No.
20 correct? 20 *Q l1mean, did you have trouble connecting the dotg
21 A Right. - ) 21 from what you'd seen of Michael and Kayla as ‘
22 - Q How did you find out about the hematomas; froma | 22 parents and then this doctor saying there's only
23 doctor, from Charlotte, from Kayla? 23 two ways it could happen at birth but we're going]
24 A | found out from the - - - from the doctor that was 24 to dismiss that and shaking? Did you have som
25 examining him, the eyes. That's when | was told. 25 difficulty making the leap from your understanding
Dallas Reporting, Inc. 803-328-9640 Dallas Reporting, Inc. 803-328-9640
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1 that they're good parants to suddenly we got a ldd
P2 with 2 braln bleed, and It's maybe the resuit of »
.3 shaking; did you have a problem with that?
4 A Well those questions, we queslioned Kayla and
5 Michael and asked them, you know, did you--- -
"6 Q Wall, that's my next question.
-7 A Yeah, we asked them,
.8 Q What---
9 A Andtheysaid no.
w0 Q Okay.
11 A We asked them what happened to this child, you
‘12 know. »
‘13 Q Okay.
‘14 A After Dr. Bailey mads his statement we deﬂnltely
‘15 questloned them
16 Q Okay.
17 A And then when we quesuoned lhem 1hey said no. So
fla we had no reason to doubt them bacause we never saw
‘19 any kind of injury,- naver say any kind of physical
‘20 abusa by elther one of them. )
21 Q What question did you ask them to which they
22 answered no?
23 A Didyoudo any--- was lhere - - - what happsned
24 to the child?. Did you guys do anything to the
.25 child?
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1 another case I'm defending DS8 where we have a
2 seven-month-old chlld whose babysliter, the
3 daycars, for whatever reason, the kid was crying,
4 whatevér It was, the kid's got a problem. And we
5 , later find out she's got thras finger marks on the
6 left slde of her face where apparently the
7 babysitter s'apped her, a seven-month-old kid. So
8 clearly that's not a mistaken injury, - - -
‘s A Okay. . V
10 Q ---that'sa stap. That's an Intentional act.
11 A Right
12 Q@ Haveyou heard anythlng from Michael or from
13 anybody Indicating that Michaal did somathing, the
14 equlvalent of slapping a chlid or that maybe he
15 couldn‘t get the kid to be quiet and shook him? Do
16 ) ' yau know how that Injury occurrad?
17 A No. S A
‘18 Q Have .y'ou seen any statement from Michael of how tHe
19 injury occurred, whether it was an l:glenﬂonhl slap
20 or whether we got a young father who Is not taking
21 care of the child the way he should obvlousty in
22 retrospect and shook the kid when he maybe should ]
23 not have? S C '
24 A Ne.
25 Q So when wae're using the term intenilnnally harmed
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1 @ Okhkay. 1 him, obviously he was injuraed, but do we know that
2 A Thatwas the question. 2 Michaet Carduff intenttonally harnipd his son other |
3 Q@ Okay. And In asking that questlon, are you 3 than the fact he's pled guilty to criminal charges?
4 assuming that what they would hive done to the 4 Mr. Shaw - Objéctloh to the form.

.5 child would have been intentional? Because this 5 A Do we know that he intentionally. harmed his son?
6 has baen mentioned oarlier, and if's been mentioned 6 Q Yes. .
7 a lot In this case, intentionally harmed him. 7 A lthink so.
8 Michael lntentlonally harmed the kid. | mean, he 8 Mr. Todd - In December. Youmean in December?
9 pled gulity. He's In Jall now. Your wife wasina 9 A Youmean---

10 rocking chalr that tipped over and the child hit 10 Q Well, I'm talking about January.

11 his head on the wall. If that kid had been hurtas 11 Mr. Shaw - Objection.

12 _ aresult of that, that would nat have besn your 112 A Yeah. .

13 wife Intentlonally harming your grandson, would it?| 13 Q In January obwously the chitd was shaken and

14 She would never Intantionally harm yéur child. 14 that's what Michael has said, that he was shaken.

15 A No, she wouldn't. . i 15 But do we know that he shook the child with the

‘16 Q, Butwould you agree with me that if in tipping that | 16 intentlon of Injuring the child - - -

17 rocking chair over backwards and the child hitting | 17 Mr. Shaw - ObJection.

18 his head on the wall, the child had been Injured, 18 Q ---orthattheinjurywasa by-product of him

19 the child still would have been Injdred but it 19 shaking the child?

20 would not have been an Intentional act; would you | 20 Mr. Shaw - Objsction.

21 agree with that? 21 Q |gusss that's a minor point because it doesn't’

22 A Right. 22 matter, he's pled gullty. '

23 Q@ Now, obviously M:chael's plod guilty to having donp23 A Right. Rzgh!

24 somathing with the child. Have you ever heard him | 24  Q But do you know whether he did something with

‘25 say that - - - Let me give you an example. | have 25 criminal intent when ha shook that child?
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1 A No,[dontknow. '

2 - Mr. Shaw - Objection.

3 A ldon'tknow.

4 Q Okay. o

s A I'mnotirained and qualified to see what you guys

6 see. You guys are {rained, you've been irained,

7 you've baen 1o schoo! to do your job. | haven't

8 been trained for that. You see things that - - -

9 you look for things that we don‘t look for, we
10 don't look for.
11 Q Okay. We're not talking about what weo're trainad
12 to see and then how we get our Informatlon.
13 A Okay
14 Q Well, whén you heard about the subdural hematomag
15 and tha retinal hamorrhaglng and you asked Michaal
16 and Kayla, did you guys do sométhing to Owen, how
17 could this have happened, they both disclaimed any
18 knowiedge of what could have happened to Owen on
19 thelr watch that would have caused his lnjuries.
20 correct?
21 A Right
22 Q Now, had you and Charlotte kept Michael between
23 Thanksglving, which | think was November 26th that
24 year, and December 4th?
25 A Kepl Owen you mean?

Dallas Reporxting, Inc. 803-328-9640
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>

Correct.

Now, | will tell you for purposes of my questioning
that DSS got the Intake call December §th. So the
first DSS has notice of It 1s, | think, 6:01 p.m,’
on Decembar 8th.

Okay.

2]

the hospltal, a case worker from D§S?
| don't remember. They were in and out. | can't
giv ‘
But you do you remember somebody from DSS coming
some point?
Yes.
When youi sald they were I and out, in the room
that Owen was In for the December 4 Injury, you
sald he was In his own room, privals room?
He was on the children's ward In a room, yes.
And you sald the room was approximately the slze of
* this conference room we'ra in today, correct?
Probably. '
" And you sald they were in and out, When you were
there - - - You would have been there, correct?
{Indlcating yes)
Charlotie would have bean there?
(Indicating yes)

NE

Q
A

Inc. 803-328-9640
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1 Q Inthat week, ono-wesk period?
2 A Probably: ' '
3 Q Do you rememher Thanksgliving that year?
4 A ldo. !
s @ Do y'all have everybody over for Thanksglving; how
6 does that work?
7 A Yes. Yes, we have folks over for Thanksgiving.
8 Q On that particular Thanksglving, were Michael and
9 Kayla and Owen at your home?
10 A Yes. S
11 Q We've got the December 4th Injury and you get there
12 - - - lat ma make sure I'm clear on this because -
13 - - December 4th was a Frlday. They're at Piedmont
14 for some perlod of time and-eventually they gat to
15 Levine's early, early the moralng of December 5th
16 which is a Saturday; is that your understanding?
17 A Yes. ' ‘
18 @ Andyou're there for some period of time, Sunday
19 the 6th you have services, correct?
20 A Correct.
21 Q@ Andyou've gone to take care of those servlces?
22 A Right.
23 Q Andl think you testified when Mr. Todd asked you
24 questions that you got to Levina's about 2:00 to
25 3:00 p.m: on the 6th, corract? .

Dallas Reporting, 803-328-9640
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Yes?

Yes.

Kayia and Michdel, were they there all the time or

“were they In and out?

Kayla was there pretty much all the time.
" Okay.

Now, | doin't know about Michael because Michael
could have left when | wasn't there - - -

Okay.

- -- 50 | don't know. But he was there when | was
there.

If Michael had left, he's not leaving to go to work
because he doesn't have a Job then, right?

Right.

O-obvlously would have been there. Medical
staff, doctors and nurses would beln and out,
correct?

Correct.

Sitting here today do you have a recollection of a
DSS case worker comiing there and can you visualize
what sho looked Ilke, what he looked like?

[ remember the case worker coming and that was when
they asked us if we would take OEMInto custody.

Okay.

} don't remember her name, who she was, but | do
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D1 - remember her talking to Charlotte and | about that.
2 Q Canyou describe her for me?
. 3 A Shewsas ablack [ady.
.4 Q -Late 20s or early 30s7 .
5 A Probably..
"6 Q Okay.
7 A Yeah
"8 @  Andshewould have glven you her name but you can
9 remember her name? :

50 A Right,

‘1 Q When she was there did you see her - - - did she

‘12 also talk to Kayla?

13 A She may have.

14 Q Okay.

15 A ldidn't experlence that conversation. . .

‘16 - @ Now, It was your understanding that If D88 Is
17 thera, the purpose for. them being there Isto
18 Investigate what happened; was that your
19 understanding? .

20 A |'dassume so. Yes, sir.

21 Q AndIt's not your understandlng that DSS always
22 gets called to.the hogpital anytime a baby comes
23 Into tha hospital; that's not your undarstanding,

.24 right?

.25 A No. .

Dallas Reporting, Inc: 803-328-9640
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1 Q. SodidItalarm you In any way that this case
2 worker. is talking to you and Ghariotte about y'all
3 posslbly beling the family placement for this child
o4 If the chitd had to be removed?
s A Wosustfigured it's protocol.
6 Q So itdid not alarm you?
7 A No. .
8 Q Other than thatfirst time that you spoke with the
9 " DSS case worker, did you speak with her on any
10 subsequent dates? That's a 25 cent way of saying
11 did you ever talk to.this lady again after that?
12 A Notthatl.can recall.
13 Q Now, I know after the sacond Injury there Is a'long |
14 period of time - - -
15 A Right,
16 Q@ '~--whore there are DSS paop!e to 1alk to. What
17 I'm going to focus on Is the time up to that second |
18 _.Injury, in the Intervening five weeks or whatever
‘19 ., Itis. After this first mesting with the DSS case
20 ~worker, do you recall having met with another DSS ||
21 case worker, someons else who jdentified herself aﬁ'
22 being with DSS, either in person or on the ‘
23 telephone phone before the.sacond injury? Now, I'f
24 talking about you now, not anybody alse. !
25 A During that time there's so much going on at that
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1 @ .Sothere's got to he something that triggers DSS| 1 time, it's hard to think back over the tims from
-2 coming to the hospltal as this case worker did? 2 when it happened to now and be precise because
.3 A Yes. ) 3 there's so much gaing on at that time.
4. Q. And this case workar got there and asked youand 4« Q Right.
5 Charlotte if you would be able to care for the 5 A ldon'trecall ;
6 ~ child during their investigation? 6 Q Butwould you agree with ma - - - now, introspact
.7 A Corect, ' 7 we can look back and we can connect the dots now.
8 Q@  Now, would you agree with me that whenDSSIs| 8 A Right
9 . called to the hospital and comes for purposes of 9 @ Butwouldn't you agree with that In determining t
10 conducting ah Investigation, that if their 10 what was done or what should hava baen done at thalj
11 .Investigation leads them to the conclusion that 11 time It's Important to know what people knew and |
12 . they have to remave that child, they need to have | 12 when they knew it; would you agree with that?
13 some place to that chiid; would you agree with that 13 A Information s Important, yes.
14 statement? 14 Q Right
15 A Yes. . o 15 A .Yes.. . o .
16 Q@ Would you also agrae with the staternent that itig 16 G  Not only knowling information's important but when
17 better for DSS, if they remove a child, to place .17 you. know that Information, that's Important too, i
18 that chitd with family than with foster care? 18 correct? - .
19 A Yes. ' o 19 A Yeah.
20 Q@ Solt would be reasonable for DSS to checkwith | 20 Q@ Because you don't get a Mulllgan. you don’t geta
21 family early in the process to see If there Is 21 do-over, do you? -
22 .family with which they can leave this child ifthe | 22 A Right.
23 child has to bs removed; would you agree with thagt23  Q In fact, you ara obvlously kicking yourself a
24 statement? 24 littie bit over your mentioning to Charlotte that
25 A Yes. 25 this young man needs to step up and take care of
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1 ‘fils son when, In fact, that's exactly what should
2 have happened and that's exacﬂy what you should
3 have sald and It wouldn't have mattered, that you
a did the right thing there and none of that's on
.5 you. Do you understand that?
"6 A Yesdr ° :
7 @ Because you had no basls for suspacting Michae! angd
¢ v that ho would harmtiis chlld, correct?’
9 A Correct.
.10 Mr. Shaw - Objection of the form.
11 Q@ Well, that's what you just testified to, right,
12 throughout today that you had no reason to suspect
13 . g
14 A That's comrecl.
15 Q@ ---that Michael Carduff would do anything to
.16 harm hls chlld?
‘17 A Correct.
18 Q Now,I've got this In quotes that you had sald
19 somethlng about what are you golng to do with this
‘20 " matter. And | uniderstand the situation you were
21 in, what are you guys golng to de. You know,
(22 talking probably | guess to DSS and to Levine's:
‘23 ‘what are you guys going to do about this. You knew
‘24 DS8 was involved, but you had not yourself seen or
25 expactad that there was abuse and neglect involved
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1 that we're not trained to look and look for and°
2 - fhings that we're not - - - wa just don't éee the
3 way you guys have been trained to see things, and
[ {hal's what | mean by that. Because the fact Is If
5 you - - - if you saw anylhing as DSS, if you saw
6 anything as Levins, If you've seen anything as law
7 _enforcement that brought suspiclon in any kind of
8 “way, in any kind of way, you guys are trained to
9 see that kind of stuff. And if you've seen that
10 ~ kind of stuff and don't act upon it to. protact my
11 ' grandson, protect my grandson that‘s what | mean
12 by the question.
13 Q Well, let's taik about what DSS is trained to do.
12 A Okay.
15  Q They camé to the hospltal so they did respond to
16 " the Intake @ssuming that there was a call to DSS on
17 Decembér 6th, correct? '
18 A Yes. ‘ -
19  Q 1 mean, you saw the lady at the hospital so she
20 showed up?
21 A Yes. ’ -
22~ Q She met with people there and she asked guestions. |
23 ‘You'saw that didn't you?
24 A Yeah.
25 @ She got with you and Charlotte who were family to

Dallas Reporting, Inc. ' 803-328-9640
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1 with this child's Injury, correct?
2 Mr. Shaw - Objection. I'm not sure there was

3 a question in there. What's the question?

4 Mr. Frawley - It probably went two or threa
5 different ways so let me - - -
& Q@ AndI usually say this at the beginning of
L7 depositioris too. If | ask you a question you don't
-8 undarstand, because I've got a script and obvious
9 I've totally bollixed this question. Ifl ask you
10 a question and you don‘t understand it or it's at
11 all ambiguous to you, | want you to feel
12 comfortable agsking me to rephrase it as just
13 ‘happenad.
4 A Okay.

‘15 Q@ |don'twantyou answering anythlng that's a bad
16~ guestion. That was a-bad question. So the quote
17 pave was what are you golng to with this matter.

‘18 And that's my quoting, my recollection of what yoii
19 sald earller. What did you mean by that and who

‘20 were you addressing that to?

21 A I'maddressing - - - I'm addressing Levine. I'm

22 addressing DSS. I'm addressing law enforcemant.
23 And the reason why I'm addressing it is because,
24 " ke I've always sald, you guys are tralned.

25 You're trained fo ook for things and to see things
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1 see about posslble family placement; they did that
2 didn'tthey?
3 A Theydld.
4 Q Do you know If they made a law enforcement inquiry(t
5 A |dont know,
6 Q Had they done a law enforcement inqulry, what they
7 would have found was that you had a charge that at
8 that point was 21, 22 years old at that point and
9 that your charge had been pardoned, correct?
10 A Correct. »
11 @ They would have found that Gharlotte Willlams had
12 " CDV In the past and maybe a DUl They'd have found !
13 that, correct?
14 A Correct
15 @ And they'd have found nothing on elther Kayla or
16 Michael, correct?
17 A Correct.
18 Q |mean, as far as you [cnow Michael had no criminal
19 racord did he?
20 A Right No.
21 Q Solif they did a law enforcement Inquiry, If they
22 did that law enforcement.inquiry on December 6th or |
23 December 16th, they would have found nothing on
24 Michae! Carduff that would have cast suspicion on
25 how he dealt with his son, correct - - -
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"1 A Correct 1 A ldidn'tknow..
2 Q .-.--atleastin alaw enforcement Inquiry, right? 2 Q Mr Todd asked you whether you'd heard the term
3 A Yes,si . 3 nonagccldental trauma. Do you understand what that
4 Q Right. The answer to that is yes? 4 Is? :
5 A Ves. . 5 A ldonow.
6 Q Doyou know If. they sot up a home visit where thgy ¢ Q It's a term of art that It Iooks llke something had
7 went out to Michae! and Kayla's homse and saw thg 7 happened here and It's not an accident.
8 - two of them Interact with Owen? . 8 A Right, .
9 A Yes, . 9 @ It's,notlike a chiid falling down and nl‘ttlng his
10 . Q They| dld do that? ) 10 head, something a little more than that happened?
11 A Thay did a home visit but when they wentinforthe | 11 A Exaclly.
12 home visit all they did was just look at s . 12 Q@ . Andyou understand there 's some Indications of tha
13 living area and that was It and bye. .13 are the retinal hemorrhaging; do you know that?
14 Q@ Were you there when they did it? 14 A Yes. .
15 A - No, that's what | was told by Kayla. 15 @ Do you know how DSS gsts their Information for the
16 & Okay. Who told you that? 16 speclal tralning and the insight they're supposed
17 A Kayla, . : 17 . to hava Into abuse and neglect cases?
18 Q ByKayla, 18 Mr. Shaw - Objection.
19 A Kayla. 13 Q Do you know how they get it?
20 Q ByHKaylawho--- 20 A No. ) . .
21 A Kayla~--. '21 @ Thay talk to witnesses, do you know that? They
22 Q ---wasthemom of the chlid who wound upinthe22 . talked to you didn't !hay?
23 hospital agaln, correct? W 23 A Yoes.. R
24 .- A Right. : 24 _ Q Do youknow If they talked to Charlotte?
25 Q So0--- 25 A I'msure they probably did.
Dallas Reporting, Inc. 803-328-9640 Dallas Re.pdrting, Inc, 803-328-9640
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1 A Butthere's no suspicions. So you said there was 1 Q Sowould you agras with me that one way for them t¢)
2 no record on Kayla. There's no record on Michael. 2 find out If there are problems or potentlal
3 But you're just going t0.go in and just look at the k! Jecpardy issues with Michael Carduff is they have
4 crib and look at the living facility and then walk 4 to talk to the people around Michasl Carduff to see
5 out? No. ) 5 “what they say about him; would you agrae with that?
6 Q. Well, first your knowledge of what took placain| 6 A Yeah, ['agres with that. When you're doing an
7 .. that homs, you're getting that from Kayla; you 7 investigation Ilke what.you guys are doing, the
8 weren't there, correct? 8 child's at harm. He's at ham. You know somsthing
9 A No, lwasn'tthere. No. 9 happened. Nonaccidental trauma means It's possible
10 @ Theydid do a home visit and whatever it is they| 10 that this child was nagtected. In some type of way -
11 . . looked at, they did go to the homa, correct? 11 he was abused.. Okay. And by you not taking
12 A Right. Theywenttothe home. Yes. 12 rasponsibliity and moving that child out of the
13 Q You know that from Kayla? 13 home until you complete-your investigation, until
14 A ldoknowthat. . 14 you get some kind of lead way to what happenad to
15 @ Sofar as you know they.-walked In, looked at thg 15 this child, then you're wrong.
16 c¢rlb and - - - . 16 Q Soit's your understanding that there was a
17 A Right. 17. diagnosls of nonaccidental trauma from that first
18 Q ---that's all but they did go do that? 18 Injury?
19 A Exactly. ‘ 18 A That's what you just told me.
20 Q Do you know If It took them three calls to Kaylato2o @ That's your understanding? That's not what 1 just
21 be able to set up a time when they.can do that? | 21 told you. 1asked you if you knew what
22 A | didn't know that. 22 nonaccldental trauma was. Clearly there was -- -
23 Q Do you know if they had calls to Charlotte to get 23. A  Then---yeah,---
24 statements from Charlotte about what she thoug:Lt24 Q - --nonaccldental trauma on January 11.
25 was going on with Kayla.and with Michael? 25 A Right.
Dallas Reporting, Inc. 803-328-9640 Dallas Reporting, Inc. 803-328-9640
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Q Butltis your understanding that there was a
“dlagnosis of nonaccldental trauma from December 67
“Yeah, that possible nonaccidental trauma, right?
That's your.understanding of 1t?
That's my understanding of it.
And where did you get that understanding?
- When the doclor safd shaking and whan the doclor
said it could, be at birth, that he ruled out -- -
he rulsd the birth and went to the sheking, that -
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Yes. :
- I'm golng to ratchet It back a little bit and i
apologlze If I've gone - - -
A That's fine. =~ : '

---toolong. Now, Michael and Kayla's job
sltuatlons, Kayla was working ‘and Mlchael wasn't,
correct?

A Correct.
Q And Michaal, if he's not working, it's reasonable

o>

W oo s W
=]

- - that even right there says that it's 10 to expect that he should he staying home taking
11 nonaccldantal, nonaccidental trauma. They Just 11 care of the kid, correct - - -
12 didn't want to admit that - -+ they didn't want to 12 A Corect.
13 say anything that il's possible that this child was 13 Q ---instead of pawning him off on grandma and
.14 injured, but we're going to let.him go home anyway, 14 then dolng whatever It is he was dolng?
15 ' and that's what they doné. That's what averybody 15 A Correct. ' '
16 dona. They Just let - - - they just let him go.’ 16 - Q AndIn fact that's where you got to the polnt where
17  Q Would you agres with me that DSS cdnnot Just remoye1? you sald Michael needs te step up and take care of
18 a child from someone's home without some evidence| 18 his own son? :
19 indicating that there's nonaccldental trauma? 19 A Corract. f
20 Mr. Shaw - Objection. : ' 20 Q@ Now, that dynamic created some stress between Kayj
21 A Repsatthe guestion. 21 and Mlchael didn't it, that she was havlng to work
.22 Q Would you agree with'me that DSS cannot remove a 22 " and he's not?
23 child from someone’s home unless there’s some 23 A Yes.
24 evidenca Indicating that there was nonaccldental 24 Q@ Andit had created encugh stress that she'd kicked
: 25 him out of the house, | think it was New Year's Eve
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1 ‘Mr. Shaw - Same objection,
2 A Ifthaf's their policy.” If that's their police. |
3 don't know what their policy ls.
4 O Well, I mean, If your chiid falis down in the
5 ' backyard and skins his knee, shoutd DSS be able to
6 conie In and remove your chiid to Investigate how hp
7 fall down and skinned his knee?
8 Mr. Shaw - Objection,
© 9 A No. |thinkithat determines on the serlousneass of
.10 it. :

:11 Q Well, what if your chlid falls down and hits his
.12 head on the sandbox out back?
113 - Mr. Shaw - Same objection.

{14 - Q [Imean, just the Injury itself is not what dlctates
15 whether DES - - -

16 A Right.

117 ©.Q «=~canrgmove a child; would you agree with that

18 statoment?

.19 A ldo. :

{200  Q° Thera's got'to be somae indication that there's an

: 21 Injury there and that there's some reasonable

22 expectation, some evidenca, supporting that it was
.23 the result of abuse and neglect' would you agrae
,24 with that?

2§ Mr. Shaw - Objection.

.
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1 of 2008, he was out for aboul a week, correct?
2 A Correct.
3 Q Do you know If that was ever reported to DSS?
4 A No, | don't know.
5 @ 1mean, do you think that's something that should
6 have been reported to them for them to evaluate
7 whether there's stressors In that home that may
8 laad to this child being injured?
9 Mr. Shaw - Objection.
10 A No. s
11 Q So you don't think that's something that should
12 have been reported?
13 A Idontithink so. | think thal's something thay
14 could work out between the two of them.
15 @ AndIin fact they appeared to have worked something
16 out because he cams back - - -
17 A Right
18 @ ---aboutfour days before the boy was injured,
19 correct?
20 A’ Exaclly. Yes. :
21 Q Did the fact that there was stress between Kayla
22 and Michae! with regard to the job situation cause
23 you-any concern for well-being?
24 A No. :
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Charlotte to care for the child cause you any
concern that Michasl maybe wasn't taking as good 4
.care of 8 ha should have when he did have
-him?
No. . .
Had you had any concern you would not have
suggested fo Charlotte that Michael needs to take
“care of (ﬁ correct? - .
Right. | was thinking that he just wanted to have
his time to go play video games with his friends.
_You mentioned that you were aware of a Hospice
House here. And | know wa've got it somewhere in
there - - <
Right. .
Q ---but when you say Hosplce House hare you werp
. Indigating something with.your hand as if it's in
the area. Can you give me the sfreet that that's
on?
It's on Herlong
Herlong? Okay. But It's a Hosplce House {ocated
hare, In Rock Hill, correct? . )
Rock Hill. What's this highway where the hospital
is?
_ Mr. Shaw - It's India Hook. I'l interject,
it's India Hook. .

Q

A
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1 A ---because we did jaill ministry there at York -

2 -- .

3 Q Detention Center?

4 A ---Dalenlion Center. Yes, sir.

§ Q .Hewasn'tinvalved In this case though was he?

6§ A No. - .

7 Q@ Anybody else?

8 A No,sir N

3 Q How about at York County ltself’?
10 A No,sir
111 @ Youdon't know the lagal relationship between York
12 - County and the sheriff's department do you‘?
13 A No.
14 Q- Do you know if York. COunty had anybody lnvolved Ir‘l
15 this incident at all?
16 A Dol knowlf York County - - -
17 Q Yas. . P
18 A Yas, they were invalved.
19 @ Who?
20 A What's hefname? Is It Amanda Carer? Is thatone |}
21 .-

22 Q 0kay, frorn the sherlff's department?

23 A From the sheriffs depariment, yes.
24 Q Okay. No. No. | don't mean the sheriff’s i
25 . department. "
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Q | mean, we got It documented somewhere.

A Okay.

.. @ Butwhen you talked about you had had some contag
with a Hosplce House here as a minister, that's the
one you were talking about?

A .Yes, sir.

Q . Has anybody from DSS told you that they should have
removad O from Michasl and Kayla after that
December 4th Injury but before the January 11
Injury?

No.

. Mr. Frawiey - Reverend Willlams, | appreclate

your patience. That's all {'ve got.

EXAMINATION-(By Mr. Seltana}

A

Q Reverend Willlams, I'm Dan Settana, | represent
_ the York County Sheriff's Department and York
County.
A Yes, sir.

Q. Letms ask you, do you know anybody who currently,
works at the York County Sheriff's Department?

A" Dol know anybody?

Q Do you have any frlends there, any former members
of your church?

A | knew Mr. Caldwell - - -

Q Okay.
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1 A Oh,you're talking - - - okay. ,
2 Q@ Yes,inYork County.
3 A No. ) .
4 Q And you said you did prison ministry, and | know
s . you Just mentionad tha detention center. Have you
6 ever done any. Department of Corractlons facllities?
7 A - Allover,
8 Q. Whichones? )
% A Kirkland, Broad River, Camille Graham, McCorm|ck
10 Goodman.
11 Q Andarae you still dolng them at the Department of
12 Corrections facilities?
13 A Notas many. Notas many. We do lower Savannah
14 Pre-release Center, and we do - - - what's the hame
15 of that other place? Trenton. Those are the two
16 we're dalng now.
17  Q Atthe time of this incident back in January of
i8 2010, you spoke to Lisutenant Carter or Sergeant
19 Garter, correct?
20 A Carter?
21  Q Yes, Amanda Carter,
22 A Yeah, Amanda Carter.
23 Q Did you speak fo anyone elss from the sheriff's
24 department?.
25 A |can'tremember.
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‘1 Q ‘The night they took Michael Carduff to the 1
2 polygraph exam, did you go over to York for that 2
3 exam? 3
4 A No. | was at the hospital. .| was at Levins. 4
5 - Q Do you know who took Michael that night? 5
6 A No. | don't know - - - | don't know If Kayla drove €
-7 _him or somebody drove - - - or hie drove himself. | 7
8 don't---{don't--- 8
9 Q Okay. - 9
‘10 A ---ldon'trecall. ;10

117 Q Back in December - - - 'and I'm Jumping around | 11

12 because I really cut way down on what needs to bg 12
13 asked. Back In December, the December incldent} 13
14 okay, at Levine, did you see any pollce officers 14
.18 there, any law enforcement?

16 A InDecember? No.. 16
17 Q How about did you go to Pledmont Medical Cantdr 17
.18 when Ojjjiif'as 2t the Piedmont Medical Center ir} 18
‘19 Decembar? 19
20 A 'No. No, - 120
21 Q Personally, do you know of any law enforcement| 21

22 officers who met with gither your wlfe or with 22

23 Kayla or with Michael? . 23
.24 A Not that I'm aware of. 24

25 Q Have you spoken to anybody who sald all right, | 25

)
5]
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Mr. Shaw - Objecllon
Q Okay. ’
A 1don't know. i
Q And what signs or symptoms are they tralned to spo

in ahusa and neglect cases?
~ Mr. Shaw - Objection,
I'm not sure.
And under what situations.are they required to
Intervene In abuse and neglect cases?
Mr. Shaw - Same objectlon. ‘
" If they suspect that there's ahy harim or threat
done to an individual.
Okay,
" That's why they're law enforcement.
‘And do ybu’ know what policies or statutes or
regulations require, state, what you just sald?
No, slr. ’
You're just saylng that based on your COMIMON Senss
would that be correct?
Right. Correct.
No ong’s told you this is when law enforcement is
supposed o gat involved have they?
No. ' .
And you haven't had any training as to when law
enforcement's supposed to get Involved hava you?

o >0

>

[}
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T these law enforcement offlcers spoke to Michaeland 1 A No, sir.
2 Kayla at the hospital, at any hospital, In 2 Q@ |Ithink Mr. Frawley asked you, but you never called
"3 December? 3 the police about O ' well-baing, have
. 4 A No. - ~ 4 you? :
5 @ - Now, you keep saying that law enforcoment is 5 A No

6 trained to spot abuse and neglect cases or, you 6 Q@ Andyou never called the police and sald
7 know, Injurles that may have been caused by abuse{ 7 s n danger. QRN s iniured., - -
: 8 Who told you that they were tralned to do that? 8 - ' ‘ v
"9 A Tralned{oprotect. 9 A No.
110 Q@ But what training are they glven to spo( abuse and| 10 Q@ ---youneed to get involved, have you?
‘11 ‘neglect. 11 A No.
12 A Fmsurethey--- 12 Q Let me be a little more specific. Before the
‘13 Mr. Shaw - Objsction. 13 December 4th Incident, you naver called law

14 A - --I'msure they probably, you know, watch 14 enforcement about [N

15 videos and - - - | mean, what kind of -*- - what 15 A No. ' : .
16 kind of police department would it be or DSS or the 16 Q InDecember, did law enforcement ever call you or

17 hospltal if we don't - - - If we're not equlpped 17 speak to you about

18 you know. 18 A Notthet | can recall.
‘19 Q  Let me ask you about what your knowledge is. Ang 19 Q Did anyone from law enforcament speak to you about
20 if you don't know, that's fine. 20 Michael or Kaylda?
.21 A Okay. 22 A No.
‘22 Q What tralning has the York County Sherlff's 22 Q@ Now, in the January Incident, you did speak to law
.23 Department been giving or what training do they 23 enforcemant, corract?

24 glve to thelr officers regarding abuse and neglsct? 2¢ A Correct.
'25 A |l dont know, 25 Q@ Andyouspoke to Ms, Carter?
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1 A Right.
.2 @ Was that at the hospital that you first spoke to
3 her? 4
"4 A Yes. I o .
"5 Q@ Whatwas the substance of that conversation?
6 A Tolryto find out what was happsning.
7 Q Shewas trying to find out what was happening?
-8 A ~ Yeah, Is what she was - - - yeah,,she' was - - - she
5 was doing her Investlgation at the time,
10 Q@ Can you remember any specific quotes by Ms. Carte:
‘11 to you or to you - - - by you to Ms, Carter from
12 " that conversation?
13 A No.
14 Q@ How many conversations did you have with her?
15 A We m'.ust have talked to her - - - [ must have falked
16 1o her a couple of times 1 guess.
17 Q Okay.
‘18 A Fmnotsure,
‘19 Q Were you ever alone or were you always within the
‘20 company of your wife?
21 A We were always in the company of my wife, and we
22 waere always just out In the walting area.
23 Q | know you just sald you don’t remember spacific
24 comments. That's not unusual. Do you remamber,
25 you know, the gist of the conversation? Can you
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1 Q Didyou notice how the baby was doing that morning
2 though at the service?
3 A He sep}ned to be doing fine.
4 Q@ Was the baby making any nolse? And | don't mean
5 disrupting the service. Butlmean just---.
6 A Hed always make nolse when the pralse and worshlp
7 would start.
8 Q Sure.
9 A Hejustreally, really en}oyed it.
10 Q Andhe didn't do that that mornlng?
11 A Yeah. .
12 Q Didhe appear to ha normal and In good health that
13 morning? . ' ,
14 A Hedid.
1s  Q And then you had dinner afterwards?
16 A At my house.
17 @ What tima s the dinner at?
18 A Waell, we went direclly after church so it's
19 probably around 1 o'clock maybe, somawhere around
20 1:00. I know we probably didn't get to eat
21 propébly il somewhere around 2:00, 2:30 because
22 Charlotte's preparing the msal. But we got to the
23 house probably about 1:00, a litle after.
24 @ Andyqu sald Kayla was thera by herself?
25 A Yeah.

Dallas Reporting, Inc. 803-328-92640
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1 paraphrase it? Can you just tell me what was 1 @ Michael took [lllnome?
2 .discussed? 2 A Hewenthoma.
3 A No, notreally. 3 @ And they lived right around the corner from you?
4 Q -And before this January Incident was there any ¢ A Yes, . . .
5 reason to call the police or law enforcement aboutl s G Okay. ‘At that polnt In time did anybody seem
3 O s ! l-being? 6 concerned that there was anything wrong with [JJlill3
7 A No. 7 A No. ’
8 Q Correctmelfl'm wrong Did this happen on a 8 Q And had your wife been able to hold Il that
] Sunday or a Monday, the January Incident? 9 morning at the church sorvice?
10 A Sundaynight. 10 A Yes. : ) )
11 Q'. Sunday night. 11 Q And did she mention that there was anything wrong :
12 A I{was a Sunday nighl. Yeah. 12 with I that morning? y
13 Q@ Iremember because Just before | wasn't sure ifit] 13 A No. .
‘14 was the day of or the day before they - - - that 14 Q@ We're almost done here, All right. Now, you knew
15 there had been a church service. 15 In December that DSS had Instituted a safety plan,
16 A Yeah, we had church service, and we Invited Kayla | 16 correct? .
17 and Michasi and the whole family over for dinner. 17 A Yes.
18 Kayla cama and Michael stayed home witillllllll | 18 Q And that wasn't something you found out in January,
19 Q@ Sodid any of them come to church that day? 19 that had occurred In the past; you knew It as It
20 A Yeah. Al of them at church. 20 was going on, correct?
21 Q. So the baby was at church? 21 A | knew that as Kayla explained It (o me.
22 A Yeah : Lzz Q Okay. A
23 @ And1know obviously you ware about your job thatzs A Whan she was talking to Charlotte about it, | was
24 ) ‘day. You were working. 24 . listening to the conversation.
25 A Right. 25 Q@ And that conversation would have been some time in]
Dallag Reporting, Inc. 803-328-9640 Dallaé Reporting, Inc. 803-328-9640

S-38



Deposition of Rev., Larry Williams

Page 149
1 Dacermber, correct?
2 A Yes. Correct. v
3 Q. And would that have bean close to the tims that
4 Oweri'lad gone to the hospltal, to Leving In
5 Decembar? | mean, would It - - - Lot me rephrase
5 that, Was that conversation going on while Owen
7 was stlll at Levina in Decamber?
8 A That conversation that we had was after he was
9 released, after he was home. That's when | found
10 out about the ptan. )
11 Q Wasitaday la(er, a week latar, two weeks later?
12 A Justaday later.
13 Q Justaday later? *
14 A Justa daylater, yeah.
15 Q Soshortly aftar he was released from Levine you
16 knew DSS was Involved, correct?
17 A Yes. ' '
18 Q@ And you knew they were do|ng soma kind of safety
19 ptan, correct?
20 A According fo what Kayia was telling us, yss.
21 Q Andyou Kknew even before this Incident that DSS got
22 Involved when children were suspectad to be
23 Injured, correct, by their parhnts or by someone?
24 A Yeah, | always thought DSS would gét involved If
25 there was a seriousness of the - - - of the harm to
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1 A Correct
2 Q@ ---atthe time, correct?
3 A Correct.
4  Q Is she still with any police force?
5 A TegaCay.
6 Q TegaCay. And at the time she was with Rock Hii|
7 ' A Comect. ‘
8 Q@ And for just for the record, Rock Hill Police .
9 Department? ) .
10 A Rock Hill Police Depdrtment,
11 Q Did she ever as a police officer work with abused|
12 and neglected children?
13 A I'msure she did.
14 Q Do you know If her job duty at any polint In time
15 " was to identify and Investigate cases of abuse and!
16 neglect for children or aduits?
17 A I'msureif she suspected it, yes.
18 Q Do youknow if that was her specific duty?
19 A If that was her specific duty?
20 Q Yes. .
21 A I'd]ust assume as being a polics officer It would
22 be every police officer's duty.
23 Q But you don't know If she was ever specified to d(
24 that?
25 © A No.

Dallas Reporting, Inc, 803-328-9640

Deposition of Rev. Larry Williams

Page 150
1 the child, if they - - - if they had any kind of
2 suspiclon or whalever,
3 Q Sure. And so when you fourid out they were Invelveg
4 did you think they were Involved begause they had a
5 susplcion about Kayla or Mlchael harming Owen?
6 Mr. Shaw - Objection,
7 A ldidn't know what they - - - | just felt they were
] involved becausa It was a part of protocol, was a
9 part of what they do as DSS.
10 Q Andwhat I'm getting o Is when you found out a day
11 after that, dld you havé a susplcion that Kayla or
12 Michael were harming ] and thus DSS needed to
13 Involved?
14 A Inever had a suspldon that they were harming - -
15 - that they ware doing the child any harm.
16 Q Soyoujustthought it was DSS protocol.
17 A Exactly.
18 Q And you didn’t think the child was In any danger?
19 A No. -~ ’
20 Q Okay.
21 A [fIthought the child was in any danger, I'd have
22 never made him step up and be a dad. I'd have
23 never pushed him back into that situation.
24 Q Now, we discussed your sister, Ms, Blackweldar. shd
25 was a pollce officer - -~
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1 Q DM you' evar discuss with har, whather béfore or
2 after this Incident, what law enforcement Is
3 supposed to do In cases of abuse or negiect?
4 A |dontrecall
s Q Didyou ever call her when DSS in December
6 Instituted its safety plan or started to Institute
7 a safety plan; did you ever call her and ask her
8 what's this all about?
3 A No .
10 Q Did you over discuss It with her prior to Illl's
11 Injury?
bee2 A No,
13 ° @ DId you spaak to her In December 26097
14 A InDecember? Yeah, we've talked, of course. Of
15 course we lalked.
16 Q Decambher you have the holidays coming up, - - -
17 A Right.
12 Q ---would you talk to her around the holldays?
<19 A Yeah, probably. Yeah.
20 Q@ Would you have told her that your grandson or stop-
21 grandson had Just spent a couple of days at the
22 hospital in Charlotte?
23 A She knew he was In the hospltal.
24 Q@ Did you tell her that the doctor had told you the
25 baby may have been shaken?
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1 A Ildontrecall
2 Q Dld you tell her that D88 had a safoty plan begunf?
3 A No.
4 Q Okay
S A 1ty not to talk to her about law stuff because
6 she is bombardad with that every day. And it's
7 like my friends will call sometimes and thay would
8 say - - - you know; they know. my slster's in law
9 anforcement, and they'd want to get some
10 information, and | just wouldn't even pass the
11 Information to her, you know, because she is
12 involved and she has - - - she has to uphold her
13 integrity as a polics officer. And she]ust .-
14 wa're family. We're family.
15 Q Sure.
16 A Ifwe talk, we just talk family stuff.
17 Q Wasll, my family unfortunately knows that I'm a
18 lawyer ask me all too many legal questions.
19 A Right. Exactly.
26 Q You didn't feel the need in this well, hey, I'm
21 getting into your line of work, - - -
22 A No.
23  Q ---I'm getting into - - - you can give me some
24 insight into what's going on here, let me plck your|
25 brain? That never crossed your mind?
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1 law enforcement’s Involvement and what they dld or
2 didn't do and what they should have done in this
3 case?
4 A, [didtalk with my sisler on one occaslon and that
5 was when | was - - - we were asked to be removed
6 from the hospita|. | did talk-to her about that.
7 Q@ Okay.
8 . A And she was very concemed about that also. And
"9 that was the only time that 1 really even talked to
10 her about It. .
11 Q You know, that was up In Charlotte, correct?
12 A Correct. . ) )
13 Q Bothatwasn'tthe York County Sherlff's Departmant
14 .- :
15 A No. .
16 Q@ ---that had anything to do with removing you
17 from the hospital, correct?
18 A Oh, no. Mecklenburg.
15 Q@ You mentioned after all this happened you camae Intg
20 . a confarence room with the doctors, and | think you
21 sald DSS was there, and you sald law enforcement
22 _was there; is that corract? .
23 A I'm thinking there - - - everybody was there.
24 Q Whichtaw enforcement was thore; do you know wha]
25 agency?
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1 A No. No. I msan, | could have but | chose not to, 1 A [I'mthinking York County is what |'m thinking. ‘
2 Q@ Ifyou had felt it was Important, would you have 2 Q And do you know who from York County was there ot
3  called her? 3 that ime? .
a4 A |dontknow. 4 - A No. It could have been Amanda Carter. I'm not
5 Q@ Letme ask you. If DSS or law enforcement had 5 sure. |'h not sura. :
6 stepped in in early Decembar 2009 and takenthat| 6 Q Didthe police at that time, to your memory,
"7 baby and put it in a foster home, not with you or 7 particlpate in the dlscusslion while you wera In
8 your wife, but In a foster home completely outside] s that conference room? ,
9 the famlly, you think you would have then called 9 A No, the only one that participated in the
10 your sister and sald hsy, they took our grandson?| 10 discusslon was the doctor and the DSS.
11 A Sure. Sure. | would have. Yeah. Yeah. 11 Mr. Setlana - That's all | have. Thank you.
12 Q" Okay. ‘ : ' 12 FURTHEREXAMINATION -(By Mr. Todd)
13 A Sure, | would have. 13 Q Now, you sald you read Kayla and Charlotte’s
14 Q But you didn't think the situation was serfous 14 depositions. Did you read any other depositions in
15 " encugh to discuss it with your QIster? ’ 15 this case?
16 A No. No. And if they would have took Owenoutand | 16 A No.
17 put him In a foster homs, you know, at that 17 @ You told me when Charlotte testified, she testifiad
18 particular time if they had any king of suspicions 18 about you founded a church but that wasn't correct? |
19 or whatnot that there was any kind harm to this 19 A Right
20 child and they took him out and put in him a foster 20 @ Were there any things In Charlotte or Kayla's
21 home until they did an investigation, if they 21 deposition that you felt like you needed - - - that
22 thought there was some activity going on thers, I'd 22 weren't accurata, that you feel llke you need to
23 be totally in - - - totally In agreement with that, 23 corract?
Q Since the January Incldent and Owen was harmed,2¢ A Not at this paint.
25 have you spoken with your sister since then abou{ 25 Q Now, you've baen a minister, elther associata or
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1 the head minister, for 20-odd years glve or take &
2 fow years. ~
"3 A Right
4 Q When you were theé minister at the ‘church In Fort
5 Mill, how big a congregation was that?
6 A He probably had about 125, 130.
7 Q@ Durlng those flve or six years did anybody in that
.8 congregation, did any of them ever harm tielr child
9 Intenﬂonally? Was there any child abuse?
10 A Notthatl know of. If there was ariy{hlng like
11 that the senior pastor would have taken care of
12 that. | wasn't the senlor pastor at that time.
.12 Q And you were the head pastor or senlor pastor since
‘14 '85 at first churchin - - -
15 A Right. Faith Family - - -
.16 Q =-<bytheairport In Rock HIlI?
"17 A ---Falth Famlly Christian Center, yes.
18 Q And how blg a congregation Is that?
19 A We probably had about 125, 130,
20° Q@ Durlng those 15, 18 years, did any members of that
21 " cohgragation intentionally - - - did any of them
22 commit child abuse on any of thelr chifdren that
23 you're aware of?
24 A Notthat I'm aware of. .
25  Q What about since you've been In Aiken, what size
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1 Whereupon - Deposition concluded at 1:12 p.m |,
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1 congregation is that church?
2 A It'sabout the same.
3  Q The natural order of things Is the parenis protect
4 their children, they don't harm them.
5 A Right.
6 Q Now,beinga mln[ster are there any lessons from
7 the Bible that you think are applicabis to thls

. 8 sltueation?

9 Mr. Shaw - Objection.
10 Q |don't know whether there arg - - -
11 A Wall, the only one that I can think about Is when
‘12 Herod sought to kill Jesus as a baby, and he made a
13 decree to kill every male chlld of the age of two
14 and under.

15 Q@ Why do you think that's applicable?

16 A Because il's bringing harm to a child.

17 Q And that would apply to Michael?

18 A” Oh, ldon't know. | don't know. A

19 @ Other than that can you think of any other lessons
20 A No..

21 Mr. Todd - Well, then that's all | have.
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1 Q And you make assignments?

2 A Yes. I'm -- I'm not for sure the -- what the

3 rotation was at that time of how I received the

4 case, but, obviously, I was the -- the worker that

5 was -- the worker that was the néxt one ﬁp for a

6 case in which it was me.

7 Q Okay. And, in addition to you with Owen Cliillll.

8 ) your supervisor was involved in the case. And

9 that's --

10 A Yes.

11 0Q -- Krista Hinnant?

12 A Yes, sir.

13 Q And there was a decision to get legal staff

14 involved, correct?

15 A Yes.

16 Q And then was there somebody involved named -- whose
17 initials are P.M.W;?

18 A Phyllis Moore Ward.

19 0 Ward?

20 A Yes.

21 Q And so, I guess, when you -- when you have -- when

22 you have decisions to make about a child, DSS is --
23 is the eﬁfity that has to make the decision if the

24 child is going to be -- or recommend whether or not
25 the child will be removed from his parents or
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1 whether or not the child will stay with his parents
2 or some other disposition, correct?
3 A Yes.
4 Q So that decision is usually not made by just one
5 - person at DSS; is that correct?
6 A ~That is correct. |
7 Q All right. So the -- the people who would'wve been
8 making the decision about Owen CHENEEE, who were
9 | they? Who -- who was the group? As I understand,
10 it would've been a group decision?
11 A Yes, sir.
12 Q All right. Well, let me -- leﬁ me just ask you to
13 look at -- at 1354 -- 1353 and 1354. Do you know
14 whose handwriting that is on those two pages?
15 A For the involved staff? Or the signatures?
16 Q Well, if you look -- are you looking at 1353 and
17 , 547
18 A Yes, sir.
19 Q | It says on 1353, "Baby in hospital. Two subdural
20 'h hematomas. Unknown how baby received. Hospital
21 cannot determine if accidental or non-accidental.™
22 Whose writing is that, if you know?
23 A Supervisor, Krista.
24 Q Okay. So that's Ms. Hinnant's --
25 A Yes.
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1 Q -- writing? All right. And then on the back it
2 says, "Does child go to daycare -- ﬁhe bay --
3 daycare"?
4 A Yes.
5 Q "Baby supervised at all times." And then is says,
6 "Discharged to parents"?
7 A Yes.
8 0 And then, "Refer to LE." LE would be law
9 enforcement?
10 A Yes, sir.
11 Q All right. Now was that what the decision was made
12 when the group met?
13 A Yes.
14 0 And there were some inquiries to be made to -- in
15 addition to the decision about "Discharge to
16 parents" and "Refer to law enforcement," and then
17 there was some additional follow-up to be done?
18 A Yes.
19 Q And it says, "Involved staff." Is that "A. Woods"?
20 A Yes, sir.
21 0 Or is that Ward?
22 A Woods.
23 .Q Who is A. Woods?'
24 A She was an attorney for ﬁhe department at that
25 time.
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1 0 Okay. And was she -- work full time for DSS?
2 A Yes, sir.
30 And then the other people involved were Krista
4 Hinnant and you?
5 A Yes, sir.
6 Q Would there have been any other people involved --
7 would Mrs. Ward or Mrs. Stewart -- have they been
8 -- would they have been involved in the meeting
9 where it was -- where DSS determined that the child
10 would be discharged to his parents?
11 A If there were other staffings, yes, they would have
12 been involved.
13 Q And you say "if there had been other staffing."
14 A Yes.
15 Q Do you know whether there was or there was not?
16 A I -- I cannot recall because I -- I do know that
17 there were several staffings in which I was not
18 involved in this case because I was out on other
19 cases along with this case as well.
20 Q So -- and, as I understand it, once the child is
21 discharged from th; hospital, DSS is continuing to
22 follow up and to evaluate the -- the situation?
23 A Yes, sir.
24 Q And so there would've been other meetings with
25 other -- with other -- would there have been other
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