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ISSUE PRESENTED

Did Petitioner knowingly and voluntarily waive his right to a direct appeal?



I

STATEMENT OF ISSUES ON APPEAL

Did the trial court err in trying Petitioner in his absence on charges of armed robbery, first
degree burglary, and possession of a weapon during the commission of a violent crime when
hé had previously reported for numerous roll calls and when he was out of custody on a
bond of $150,000 secured by his family’s property?

Did the trial court err in denying Petitioner’s motion for a directed verdict on the charge of
first degree burglary and holding the state adduced evidence sufficient to find Petitioner
guilty beyond a reasonable doubt when the State did not produce the resident of the home

allegedly broken into to testify that Petitioner did not have consent to enter the home?




STATEMENT OF THE CASE

On April 13, 2010, a Greenville County grand jury indicted Petitioner John Kimble on one
count of first-degree burglary, two counts of armed robbery, and one count of possession of a
weapon during the commission of a crime. App. 318-328. On June 8 and 9, 2010, Petitioner’s case
was heard before the Honorable Edward W. Miller and a jury. App. 1." Petitioner was represented
by Chase Harbin, and the State was represented by Christy Sustakovitch and Lauren Price. Id

The State alleged that on May 30, 2008, Petitioner approached Omar Arcos who was
standing outside of the trailer of his friend, Juan Garcia. App. 62, 1. 1-6. Petitioner allegedly held
Mr. Arcos at gunpoint, demanded his money, walked him into the trailer, and robbed Mr. Garcia.
App. 62, 11. 10-14.

After the State presented its case, trial counsel moved for a directed verdict on the jury
charge: “[T]here’s been no evidence from the proprietor, the owner of the dwelling, the person that
actually lives in the dwelling, that Mr. Kimble did not have permission to go into the dwelling.”
App. 201, 11. 10-21. In fact, not only was Mr. Garcia not called at the trial, but also the State did not
elicit from any other witness that Petitioner did anything other than walk unimpeded into Mr.
Garcia’s open front door. Mr. Arcos did not testify to any more than “going inside” the house:

Q: So what happens? He tells you to walk towards the trailer. Does
he have the gun pointed at your head, your back where is it? Do you
recall?

A: Still with the pistol to my head.

Q: Do you go inside the trailer at this point?

A: Yes.

Q: When you get inside the trailer, what happened?

! Petitioner was not present in the courthouse that day, and the court tried the case in his absence.
App. 6-7.



A: When we got inside, he threw me against the refrigerator . . ..
App. 92, 11. 12-21. Similarly, when the State called one of Petitioner’s alleged accomplices, it did
nothing to clarify what the witness saw when Petitioner was allegedly “forcing the other guy into
the trailer.” App. 125, 1l. 12-16. The most detailed description of Petitioner’s alleged entry into the
trailer came from Judy Rogers, another alleged accomplice whom the State called.

Q: So you pull up and you see a man outside that you didn’t know.
Go ahead.

A: And once I got out of the car, I approached him and [ asked . . . if
he wanted to trade sex for money. He said no. . ..

I went and knocked on the door. Juan was inside. He said
come in. Well, I discussed the situation with him. I asked him if he
wanted to, you know, do business, which trading sex for money, and
he said yes. Well, we go to shut the door. And as I go and we shut
the door, buster and [Petitioner] had got out of the car and
[Petitioner] had the gentleman that was standing outside . . . on the
ground with a gun to his back. . ..

Q: Did you have any idea that that was going to happen when you
came over that day?

A:No, ma’am. No, ma’am.
Q: Go ahead.

A: I — as we seen them outside, well, Juan, he, they come into the
house. They seen us and we seen them. They forced Juan into the
house.

+ Q: I'm sorry. They forced the man that was outside?
A: Yes, ma’am. Excuse me. I’m nervous. But Omar outside, they
forced him in the house with the gun and then Buster had Omar up

against the wall with a knife. ...

App. 142,11. 15— App. 144, 11. 2.



Nevertheless, the judge held sufficient evidence existed to prove the charge and denied the
motion. App. 202, ll. 9-12. The defense then rested. App. 203, Il. 12-20. The jury returned a
verdict of guilty on all four charges, and Judge Miller sentenced Petitioner under seal to concurrent
terms of thirty years for first-degree burglary, thirty years for both counts of armed robbery, and five
years for possession of a weapon during commission of a crime. App. 264, 1l. 12-25; App. 267, 1L
20-22; App. 290, 11. 15-22.

On January 3, 2011, Petitioner filed an application for post-conviction relief in the
Greenville County Court of Common Pleas, arguing that Petitioner was denied effective assistance
of trial counsel. App. 310. Petitioner filed Amendments to Post Conviction Relief Applications
dated Jun 2, 2011. App. 311. Petitioner claimed, inter alia, that his trial counsel did not advise him
of or preserve his rights, did not properly consult with him, and did not appeal his case. App. 311-
12. The State submitted a return on April 12, 2011. App. 310. On October 30, 2012, a hearing was
held before the Honorable R. Markley Dennis. App. 289.

At the hearing, Petitioner testified that trial counsel spoke perfunctorily with him about an
appeal:

Q: Did you have an opportunity to talk to your lawyer after you were
sentenced?

A: [H]e related to me that I had been tried in my absence and that I
could face up to 30 years for each crime. So I told him [ said, well, I
want to appeal the case and he said, appeal what? I said appeal the
sentence and appeal the whole case and he said there’s nothing to
appeal so I’m not going to appeal it.

At the time, him being my lawyer, he let me know there’s
nothing to appeal that I have no issues. I didn’t know it was up to the
court to decide whether or not I got merit or not. . . .

Q: So you actually discussed the issue of appeal with your lawyer?

A: T actually told him I wanted to appeal.



App. 296, 11. 2-20. Thereafter, trial counsel testified could not specifically recall whether the two
spoke about an appeal:

Q: [D]id you talk to him about an appeal?

A: I don’t recollect that we did have a conversation about an appeal.

The only think I remember is the conversation downstairs letting him

know that the judge had already sentenced him and he just needed to

find out what the sentence was at that time.

Q: You don’t know if his recollection of the conversation was correct
or not?

A: Well, I can tell you this that I've never had somebody ask me to
file an appeal and me just say no, ’'m not going to do it, so whatever

did happen if I told him he had a right to an appeal or I didn’t, I
certainly not refuse to file an appeal but I can’t tell the specifics.

App. 300, 11. 8-22.

On November 29, 2012, the PCR court issued its order finding that Petitioner failed to prove
ineffective assistance of counsel. App. 315. Finding trial counsel to be more credible than
Petitioner, the court concluded either Applicant did not ask about an appeal or he did but did not
request trial counsel file one:

Trial counsel testified he did not recall whether or not he had a
conversation with Applicant about an appeal, but he would have filed
a notice of appeal if he had been asked to do so. Trial counsel further

testified he has never had a client ask him to file an appeal and he
refuse to do so.

App. 315. The PCR court also found that Petitioner failed to prove he was prejudiced by trial

counsel’s performance. App. 315-16.



ARGUMENT
The record indisputably shows Petitioner did not waive his right to a direct appeal because
trial counsel never confirmed that he spoke with Petitioner about the option of appealing, and
trial counsel only speculated that he would have filed an appeal if Petitioner had asked.

The record indisputably shows Petitioner did not waive his right to a direct appeal
because trial counsel never confirmed that he spoke with Petitioner about the option of
appealing, and trial counsel only speculated that he would have filed an appeal if Petitioner had
asked. ““To waive a direct appeal, a defendant must make a knowing and intelligent decision not to
pursue the appeal.”” Clark v. State, 396 S.C. 164, 168, 719 S.E.2d 708, 710 (Ct. App. 2011)
(quoting Simuel v. State, 390 S.C. 267, 269, 701 S.E.2d 738, 739 (2010)). “‘Following a trial,
counsel is required to make certain the defendant is made fully aware of the right to appeal.”” /d.
(quoting Turner v. State, 380 S.C. 223, 224, 670 S.E.2d 373, 374 (2008)). “Absent an intelligent
waiver by the defendant, counsel must either initiate an appeal or comply with the procedure in
Anders v. California, 386 U.S. 738 . .. (1967).” Id.

In this case, the record shows Petitioner either did not fully understand his right to a direct
appeal or did not voluntarily waive it. Trial counsel was required to affirmatively explain to
Petitioner his right to a direct appeal. The order of dismissal acknowledged that trial counsel could
not confirm he advised Petitioner of his right to appeal. Based on this testimony and the testimony
of Petitioner, either the two did not discuss an appeal, or they did, but trial counsel refused to file
one. In either case Petitioner could not have been said to have knowingly and voluntarily waived
his right to a direct appeal.

Importantly, trial counsel’s failure to adequately advise Petitioner of his right to appeal
caused prejudice. The trial court denied Petitioner’s motion for a directed verdict finding that the

evidence was sufficient to support the burglary charge. However, the trial court erred because the



State adduced no evidence that Petitioner entered Mr. Garcia’s trailer without his consent. “First
degree burglary requires the entry of a dwelling without consent with the intent to commit a crime
therein, as well as the existence of an aggravating circumstance.” State v. Cross, 323 S.C.41, 44,
448 S.E.2d 569, 569 (Ct. App. 1994) (citing S.C. Code Ann. § 16-11-311 (Supp. 1993)). “The
phrase ‘enters a building without consent’ is defined as ‘to enter a building by using deception,
artifice, trick, or misrepresentation to gain consent to enter from the person in lawful possession.’”
State v. Dixon, 337 S.C. 455, 459, 523 S.E.2d 784, 786 (Ct. App. 1999) (citing S.C. Code Ann. §
16-11-310(3)(b) (Supp.1998)).

“Due process requires the State to prove every element of a criminal offense.beyond a
reasonable doubt.” Derviﬁ v. State, 386 S.C. 164, 168, 687 S.E.2d 712, 714 (2009). Wﬁere an
element must be proven by circumstantial evidence, to justify denial of a directed verdict the
circumstantial evidence must be substantial; in other words, the evidence must do more than
“merely raise a suspicion that the accused is guilty.” State v. Odems, 395 S.C. 582, 586, 720
S.E.2d 48, 50 (2011). “Suspicion implies a belief or opinion as to guilt based upon facts or
circumstances which do not amount to proof.” See State v. Buckmon, 347 S.C. 316, 322, 555
S.E.2d 402, 404-05 (2001) (citing State v. Lollis, 343 S.C. 580, 541 S.E.2d 254 (2001)).

At the criminal trial in this case, the State did not produce Mr. Garcia or any other
witness to testify that Petitioner did not have permission to enter into the trailer. Thus, even if
Petitioner did force Mr. Arcos through the door at gunpoint, Mr. Garcia was not present to testify
that he saw a gun or otherwise was forced to let Petitioner into the trailer, and the State could not

have proven the element beyond a reasonable doubt.




CONCLUSION

For the foregoing reasons, this Court should grant Petitioner John Kimble’s petition for writ

of certiorari to allow full briefing on the issue.

This 16th day of October, 2014.
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Respectfully submitted,
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Appellate Defender
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