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OFFICE OF

TWELFTH CIRCUIT PUBLIC DEFENDER
SCOTT P. FLOYD

12th CIRCUIT PUBLIC DEFENDER CITY-COUNTY COMPLEX, ROOM 703
MICHAEL S. BELL 180 NORTH IRBY STREET, MSC-N
CHIEF PUBLIC DEFENDER FLORENCE, SOUTH CAROLINA 29501

FOR FLORENCE COUNTY
PHONE: (843) 665-3055
FAX: (843) 665-4041

May 20, 2014

- - Mr. Charles Davis # 326311
Allendale Correctional Institution
P. 0. Box 1151 '
Fairfax, South Carolina 29827

Dear Mr. Davis,

| left Mr. Jepertinger, the solicitor over your case, a message last week and asked him to please reconsider
his position on your charges, specifically that he would no longer make an offer on your case. He came to
see me this morning and we discussed your charges from both cases. Because of the fact that Ms. Bland
is now cooperating with him, he did not believe that he would be able to make an offer besides leaving it
open for the judge to sentence as he sees fit to two counts from her case and we could work on the other
one. | asked him to please consider some number and since | knew from the way he was acting that he
was not going to go back down to 15 years, | asked that he consider 20 years. After consulting Ms. Bland,
he has now called to tell me that he will agree to 25 years negotiated, with her permission. He will drop
the other case entirely for the plea on Bland’s case to Attempted Murder and Burglary 1. tknow that 25
years seems like a lot but given what you are facing at trial with her having been shot four times, | have no
doubt that a judge would seriously consider maxing you out on that charge which is 30 years and | do
believe that consecutive time is something they would consider as well and Burglary 1% carries a minimum
of 15 years. As | have stated, he would agree to this as negotiated so that the judge could not sentence
you to anything more than 25 years but he also cannot go any lower than that either. Mr. lepertinger said
he is not going to do it as a recommendation so it is 25 years if you want that offer. He also warned that
he is not going to take kindly to any waffling on doing the plea meaning if you say you are going to do it
but then change your mind, | do believe he will pu_sh for consecutive time. | do not tell you that to
pressure you but more as a warning because he has a temper and when he gets upset about a case, he
pushes for harsher penalties. | know you wanted to talk with him and see about getting a lower sentence, -
but after working with him for 11 years now, and knowing him the way | do, he is not going to go lower
than the 25 years that he has offered with the victim’s consent. | really had to push for him to consider
doing any offer. Please let me know as soon as possible if you will accept this offer as he is looking at your
case for a June trial.

KarenE. Parrott
Assistant Public Defender

Cc: file



OFFICE OF
TWELFTH CIRCUIT PUBLIC DEFENDER
SCOTT P. FLOYD
12th CIRCUIT PUBLIC DEFENDER CITY-COUNTY COMPLEX, ROOM 703
MICHAEL S. BELL 180 NORTH IRBY STREET, MSC-N

CHIEF PUBLIC DEFENDER A FLORENCE, SOUTH CAROLINA 29501
FOR FLORENCE COUNTY :

PHONE: (843) 665-3055

FAX: (843) 665-4041

RECEIVEL)

JU
Charles Davis, #326311 L 182014

Allendale Correctional Institute SC Coust of Appeals

P.0..Box 1151-
Fairfax, SC 29827

May 5, 2014

RE: State v. Charles Davis
Dear Mr. Davis,

The prosecutor’s offer of a negotiated 15 years concurrent for a plea to Armed Robbery and Attempted
Murder has now been withdrawn after your turning it down on April 9, 2014. The solicitor was able to
get in touch with and interview Etell Bland on that Friday, April 11, 2014. He then informed me that he
would not be able to make any offer on your case and that he plans to try your case in the June term. As
such, you now face 10 years to 30 years (violent, no suspended sentence, no parole, most serious) on
each of the two armedrobbery charges, 0 to 30 years on each of the two attempted murder charges
(violent, most serious, no parole, no probation, no suspended sentence), 15 to life on each of the two
Burglary 1% charges (violent, most serious, no parole), and 0-5 years on each of the two possession of a
weapon during a crime of violence. in sum, you face a possible sentence of life plus 130 years if
convicted of all of the charges and the judge runs all the counts consecutively.

Since that appearance in court, | have talked with your mother and she seemed to suggest that you did
not wish to go to trial but did want to plead guilty. If that is in fact the case, | need you to let me know
as soon as possible. | do not know if | can get the solicitor to offer anything like the 15 years that was on
the table for only the two counts, but | may be able to get some offer and possibly concurrent so that all
the charges run together

Smcerely yours,

Karen E Parrott N
Assistant Public Defender

Cc: file )



OFFICE OF

12™ CIRCUIT PUBLIC DEFENDER
SCOTT P. FLOYD

12™ CIRCUIT PUBLIC DEFENDER CITY-COUNTY COMPLEX, ROOM 703
MICHAEL S. BELL 180 NORTH IRBY STREET, MSC-N
CHIEF PUBLIC DEFENDER FLORENCE, SOUTH CAROLINA 29501

FOR FLORENCE COUNTY
PHONE: (843) 665-3055
FAX: (843) 665-4041

June 30, 2014

Mr. Charles Davis # 326311
Allendale Correctional Institution
P.0.Box 1151

Fairfax, South Carolina 29827

Dear Mr. Davis,

Enclosed please find a copy of the discovery received in your case. Obviously, | have not sent the cds as
you would not be able to play them. Asyou noted in your letter, | am sure you have almost all, if not all,
of the information contained in this copy as | forwarded it to you as | received |, which is why you got it
piecemeal.

As an update, Gabriel Sutton aka Rumble was arrested on June 10, 2014, and remains incarcerated at the
Florence County Detention Center. Should he wish to go to trial, | am sure the State would be interested
in your testifying; again, as | explained to you previously, if he is convicted, it would be possible for the
State to then move before the Court for your sentence to be reduced based upon your cooperation.
Tyson Cooper pled and got probation because of his being the driver and not being part of the planning of
this event, according to everyone’s account. Brittany Griffin received a negotiated sentence of 10 years
for an Accessory conviction for her having set the whole thing up. Archie Leach and Etell Bland came to
every one of the pleas and ! would expect they will continue to cooperate against Mr. Sutton. She has
spoken at the sentencing of all three of you and from what | was told, expressed great dissatisfaction for
Mr. Cooper receiving probation.

The Notice of Intent to Appeal was filed and forwarded on to Appellate Defense and they will handle it
from there. Because it was a plea, they will ask for you to give your reason for wanting to appeal the
matter. | will forward that letter to you once | receive it.

Sincerely, M .

Kareh£. Parrott
Assistant Public Defender

Enclosures as noted
Cc: file



OFFICE OF

TWELFTH CIRCUIT PUBLIC DEFENDER
SCOTT P. FLOYD

12th CIRCUIT PUBLIC DEFENDER CITY-COUNTY COMPLEX, ROOM 703
MICHAEL S. BELL ' 180 NORTH IRBY STREET, MSC-N
CHIEF PUBLIC DEFENDER FLORENCE, SOUTH CAROLINA 29501

FOR FLORENCE COUNTY
PHONE: (843) 665-3055
FAX: (843) 665-4041

June 5, 2014

Mr. Charles Davis # 326311
Aliendale Correctional Institution
P. 0. Box 1151

Fairfax, South Carolina 29827

Dear Mr. Davis,

| met again with Mr. Jepertinger yesterday; Tyrone Porter, the investigator on your case was also present.
| discussed with both of them your denial of ever having entered the house or robbed Ms. Bland. In
reviewing the pictures and discussing where the bullet fragments and holes were in relation to the back
door, it might be possible that you were standing on the landing at the back entrance stairs when you
fired the gun. Based upon that, | asked again for Mr. Jepertinger to consider a lesser sentence for his
offer. He told me that he could not offer the negotiated 15 years but what he could do was offer a 25
year CAP to one count of Attempted Murder instead of a negotiated 25 years, and all the rest of the
charges on this case as well as all of the charges on the other case would be dismissed. What that does is
allows me to argue to the judge for a lesser sentence. The judge will have discretion then to sentence you
to less than the 25 years but he can also sentence you to up to 30 years since it would not be negotiated
sentence but an offer of a cap. When solicitors offer caps, they are basically letting the judge know that
the number they offer (here 25 years) is what they believe the sentence should be but the judge after
listening to Defense counsel as well as the Defendant if he/she wishes to speak, as well as any of his /her
family members, may sentence differently. Victims also have a right to speak at plea hearings and |
cannot stop that if Ms. Bland wishes to speak.

I'do believe that there is plenty to offer on your behalf in mitigation, meaning | have many reasons that
the judge should not give you 25 years but should give you a lot less. | cannot put on the record in open
court the things you have done to help yourself but | will go in chambers with the solicitor and the
investigator and tell the judge what those things are; | am not comfortable even putting it on the record
with Ms. Bland in the room since she is still with Mr. Leach. The investigator has no problem with you
getting a sentence in the 15-20 year range based upon all the help you were to him. [ think given all of
this, that there would be a good chance of getting into that 15-20 year sentence range if you want to plea
and obviously, | would hope to get the least amount of time possible for you but it would be open to the
judge to sentence you.

| do not believe that you need to take this case to trial though because the chances of you winning are not
good. The reality is you would have to win all 4 counts on this case and all 4 counts on the other case to
walk away and any conviction on either case will likely result in a hefty sentence. If you plead as offered to
Attempted Murder, it is up to the judge to sentence you from anything from time served to up to 30
years. Let me be clear: | do not believe that you are going to get time served if you plead guilty to
attempted murder but the sentencing range allows for anything from time served up to 30 years. itis still



violent, most serious, no suspended sentence, no parole, no probation and yes, you would do at least
85%, if not 100% of the sentence imposed but at least this way, | have a chance of arguing for you to get a
sentence back down around what the offer was up until April which was 15 years.

if you do not wish to plead, the solicitor is looking to try the case the week of June 16.

Sin an/etl,\— <fm Tl"ﬁ/

KarenE. Parrott
Assistant Public Defender

Cc: file
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