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PROCEEDINGS

THE COURT: Are you ready to call the roll, Ms. Jordan?

SOLICITOR JORDAN: Yes, sir, I believe we have one
walk-in.

THE COURT: A1l right. Let's be sure she's ready.

You ready, Pam?

COURT REPORTER: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: A1l right. I'm gonna ask the solicitor to
call the roll of the individuals who are present to offer
guilty pleas today. If you're in the box, your name is
called, please stand up, remain standing until we've
completed the process.

If you're in the gallery and your name 1is called, come
forward to the box and remain standing in the.jury box.

You may proceed.

SOLICITOR JORDAN: Thank you, Your Honor.

Chadwick Anderson.

(pefendant stands.)

SOLICITOR JORDAN: Jerome Brandon.

(Defendant stands.)

SOLICITOR JORDAN: Jeffrey Brockman.

(pDefendant stands.)

SOLICITOR JORDAN: Candice Fowler.

(pDefendant stands.)
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SOLICITOR JORDAN: Armondo Gonzalez.

(Defendant stands.)

SOLICITOR JORDAN: Shinadore Harris.

(Defendant stands.)

SOLICITOR JORDAN: Kenneth Johnson.

(Defendant stands.)

SOLICITOR JORDAN: Johnny Jones.

(pefendant stands.)

SOLICITOR JORDAN: Xavier ‘Perry,

(Defendant stands.)

SOLICITOR JORDAN: And then joining us from the gallery
is Rachel cChilds.

THE COURT: Come forward please, ma'am.

A1l right, Madam Clerk. If you would, please swear the
defendants that are standing.

(WHEREUPON, all defendants were placed under oath at
this time.)

THE COURT: A1l right. Be seated please.

(Defendants comply.)

THE COURT: A1l right. If there were any of you who

failed or refused to take the oath that was just

‘administered by the clerk, please stand.

(No response.)
THE COURT: A1l right. The record will reflect then

that all defendants whose names have been called have been
/
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sworn for purposes of my discussion at this time.

I'm going to go over some matters at this time that
would be common or the same in all of your cases should you
later decide to offer a qguilty plea. 1I've been informed
that you're here for that purpose.

Later on we're going to call your name individually,
and you'll be coming in front of me, and, at that time, I'1]
go over your specific case and the issues that are involved
in that case, 1in the case.

Now, at that time I will be asking for your plea. At
this time I am not asking for your plea. Again, I'm
determining factors that would qualify you or put you in a
position to offer a plea should you decide to do that later
on.

Now, your attorney 1s'present in the courtroom at this
time. If, at anytime, if you're represented, and if, at
anytime during our discussion you feel that you need to
discuss any matter with your Tawyer, please let me know.
I'11 be more than happy to stop and let you consult with
your attorney. You have every.right, at every stage of the
proceeding, to consult with your lawyer should you wish to
do so.

Now, the first thing 1I'm going to mention to you 1is you
have a Cdnstitutiona1 right to have your case considered by

a Grand Jury before it is presented to this Court for either
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a trial or a plea.

Now, the Grand Jury does not determine the question of
guilt or innocence. They decide whether the State has
enough evidence to justify the case coming forward to this
Court for a trial. If they determine that this, that the
State does not have sufficient evidence to justify the case
moving forward, they write true bill or stamp it on there
with a stamp, and sign it, and send it here for this Court
to dispose of the case.

Now, I don't have jurisdiction -- I can't take up your
case until the Grand Jury has issued a true bill 1n‘your
case or you are willing to sign a document or initial a
document indicating that you're willing to waive or give up
that right. So, when you come in front of me a little later
on I'11 take a look at your indictment.

If the Grand Jury has acted on it, and issued a true
bill, we'11 go forward. 1It's properly before the Court. If
the case is not yet gone to the Grand Jury, then I'11 be
asking you as to whether or not you wish to waive that step
of the proceeding and go forward today.

| Now, also, when you come in front of me individually,
I']j be going over your relationship with your lawyer to be
sure that you're satisfied with your representation.

Now, I'm going to go over some matters, as I said, that

would be common to your cases, all of your cases should you
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later on decide to plead guilty. If you have a response to
my inquiries I'l1l be asking that you stand, and I will need
to get your name on the record before we discuss those
inquiries with you.

The first question I have of you today is do any of you
currently, today, suffer from any mental, physical, nervous
conditions, drug problems, any other conditions that would
affect your ability to reason, make good decisions, or
handle a plea today, if that's true, please stand.

(No response.)

THE COURT: If any of you have taken any drugs or other |
substances that would have that same effect, in other words,
affect your ability to make good decisions, reason, or
handle a plea today, please stand.

(No response.)

THE COURT: Now, if anyone has threatened you, coerced
you, put pressure on you, tried to intimidate you, in other
words, done anything to you to try to force you or get you
to offer a plea in your case, please stand.

(No response.)

THE COURT: Now, your plea must be offered freely and
voluntarily by you. That means it's something you've
thought about, and, of your own free will, you've decided to
go forward with a plea. You believe it's in the best

interest and best way to handle your case. It's in your
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best interest and it's the best way to handle your case.

Now, if any of you were to be brought in front of me
1atér on to offer a plea, if it's your belief somehow that
that would be something that you didn't want to do or
something that would be done against your wishes,/p1ease
stand. |

(No response.)

THE COURT: If any of you feel that you haven't had
enough time 1in which to consider your case or prepare a
defense to the charges, please stand.

(No response.) |

THE COURT: If anyone has made any promises,
guarantees, or assurances to you about any matters
whatsoever in connection with your plea, in other words, in
an effort to get you to plead, please stand.

(No response.)

THE COURT: Specifically, if anyone has made any
promises, guarantees, or assurances to you about such
matters as pardon, parole, probation, early ke]ease, or
length of sentence in an effort to get you to offer a plea,
please stand.

(No response.)

THE COURT: Now, if you later on decide to plead guilty
and I decide to accept the plea you will be.giving up most

of your Constitutional rights as they relate to the charges
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‘that are before the Court. I have to be sure that you do

that knowingly and intelligently.

In other words, that you understand your rights, you
understand what you're giving up and you've made a conscious
decision to proceed with a plea in spite of the fact or even
though you're giving up those Constitutional rights. I want
to be sure, therefore, that you understand them. So, I'm
going to explain them, and, when I finish, if you have any
questions whatsoever, let me know. 1I'11 be glad to go back
over these matters with you.

First of all, I've told you you have a right to have
your case considered by a Grand Jury. we'll discuss that
when I see your indictment and I see the status of it. You
have a right to your lawyer, and I've already told you your
lawyer's available to you at any stage of this procééding.

You have a right to request or demand a jury trial. At
the jury trial you would be presumed to be innocent until
the State prove your guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. You
see, the State has the only burden of proof in criminal
tria1s. That's because you're presumed to be innocent.

At the trial and under the Constitution, they're
several things you can do. You can have subpoenas issued to
witnesses to require that they attend the trial and possibly

testify. You would have the right to confront or question

| anyone who might testify against you. You would have the
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right to present all the evidence that you have at the
trial, any defenses that you might have to the charges, and
you'd be given the opportunity to try to suppress any and
all evidence the State may have against you. That includes
statements that you might have made prior to the time of the
trial.

You, at all stages of a criminal proceeding, have the
Constitutional right to remain silent, and, at a trial, if
you chose to remain silent, the judge would instruct the
jury that your silence could not be used against you in any
manner whatsoever. Those are your rights under the
Constitution.

If you have any questions about any of them, please
stand.

| (No response.)

THE COURT: If you would like for me to explain them
any further, please stand.

(No response.)

THE COURT: Now, if you decide to plead guilty and I
decide to accept you'll be waiving or giving up all of those
Constitutional rights with the exception of the right of
having your lawyer represent you until your plea is
completed.

Now, if there's any of those rights that you do not

wish to give up 1in connection with a guilty plea today,

10
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please stand.

(No response.)

THE COURT: I will advise each of you that you have ten
days from the date that you enter a guilty plea and receive
your sentence in which to appeal the plea if you wish to do
SO.

1'11 declare that these defendants are qualified to
proceed with a plea should they decide to do that.

(WHEREUPON, other guilty pleas were completed at this
time.)

SOLICITOR MORIN: Please the Court, Your Honof?

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

SOLICITOR MORIN: Before you is Xavier Perry, he's
closest to me, and next to him is Chadwick Anderson.

They're each pleading guilty to eight indicfments. They all
stem out of eight separate incidents. They're both
represented by Mr. Cheek.

Mr. Perry is pleading guilty to eight armed robberies.
They are 2011-3069, 3044, 3070, 2353, 3072, 3075, 3076, and
2011-2354.

Mr. Anderson is p1eéd1ng to I be1ieve\1t's six armed
robberies and two accessory after the fact of a felony. His
indictments are 2011-3063, 4356. Your Honor, he's pleading
no contest to that, and he's waiving presentment on that

one. I have a chart I'm gonna hand up as well, Your Honor.

11
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Mr. Cheek has a copy of it already.

3061 is armed robbery. ’

3066 is accessory after the fact.

3059 is armed robbery.

" 3057 is armed robbery.

3055 is armed robbery.

3067 is accessory after the fact.

Your Honor, they're representatives from Li'L cricket
as along, as well as some victims in the courtroom who may
wish to speak. The chart that I'm handing up, as I stated,
I handed to Mr. Cheek as well. There is a separate charge
on there that I've marked out that Mr. Cheek has convinced
me needs to be dismissed as a part of this plea, and I
agree.

THE COURT: A1l right. Any objection to my seeing the
chart, Mr. Cheek? |

MR. CHEEK: No objection, Your Honor. Wwe ask that be

‘made a part of the record, Your Honor.

THE COURT: I will have that done.

A1l right. You are Mr. Perry?

DEFENDANT PERRY: ves,'sir.

THE COURT: And you are Mr. Anderson?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir. |

THE COURT: Mr. Perry, I'm reminding you that you

remain under oath for purposes of my discussion with you at

12
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this time.

Do you understand that, sir?

DEFENDANT PERRY: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Mr. Anderson, I'11l remind you of that same
fact. You're also still under oath at this time.

Are you aware of that fact?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: A1l right. Now, Mr. Perry, you're here
before me on several charges. I'm going to go over the
charges with you. I'11 also be going over the maximum
sentences that are involved in these cases so that you will
understand what the total penalty might be for these cases.

A1l right. Mr. pPerry, the first case I'm gonna discuss
with you is 2011-3069. That is an armed robbery case. It
has been {ndicted by the Grand Jury. It's proper1y before
the Court.

It is classified as a violent and most series offense.
As such, it would constitute a strike against you under the
law, and, in the future, if you were to be found guilty of
or plead guilty to other such similarly classified crimes as
violent, serious, or most serious offenses, the plea in this
case could be used in connection with those future cases to
make the penalties more severe. 1In those future cases it
could result in a sentence of Tife imprisonment without the

possibility of ever being paroled.

13
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Do you understand that, Mr.’Perry?

DEFENDANT PERRY: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Now, armed robbery, excuse me, carries a
sentence of at least ten years, up to thirty years. You
would not be eligible for parole for seven years, and there
can be no suspended sentences issued for armed robbery.

Do you understand the charge?

DEFENDANT PERRY: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Do you understand the penalty?

DEFENDANT PERRY: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: The next case is Case Number 2011-3044,
a1so an armed robbery. It is a, again, a'v101ent and most’
serious offense and I've explained what that means.

Do you understand that?

DEFENDANT PERRY: Yes, sir. .

THE COURT: It has been indicted by the Grand Jury. It
carries the same potential sentence. Again, ten years
minimum, up to thirty, ineligible -- you're not eligible for
parole for seven years, and there's no suspended sentence.

You understand that about that charge?

DEFENDANT PERRY: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: The next case is 2011-3070, again, an armed
robbery. Same circumstances as before. Serious and -- most
serious and a violent offense, constitutes a strike, has

been indicted by the Grand Jury, carries the same potential

14




W 00 ~N O v Hh w N

NN NN R R R, e
Vi W N B O W N OO s, Ww N RO

sentence.

You understand that, Mr. Perry?

DEFENDANT PERRY: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Next is Case Number 2011-2353. Same thing.
It's an armed robbery. Same potential sentence. Classified
again as a violent and most serious offense, and has been
indicted by the Grand Jury.

Are you aware of that, sir?

DEFENDANT PERRY: Yes, sir.

THE. COURT: Next is Case Number 2011-3072. Again, an
armed robbery. That is, again, classified as a violent and
most serious offense. It has been indicted by the Grand
Jury. carries the same potential sentence. Again, that is
a ten years up to thirty, not eligible for parole for seven.
No suspended sentences. o

Next is Case Number 2011-3075. Again an armed robbery.
Classified the same, as a violent and most serious offense.
Has been indicted by the Grand Jury, and carries the same
potential sentence.

Are you aware of that charge?

DEFENDANT PERRY: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Next is Case Number 2011-3076. Again, an
armed robbery. Same potential sentence, ten to thirty. Not
eligible for parole for seven. No suspended sentences,

classified as violent and most serious, and has been

15
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indicted by the Grand Jury.

Finally, for you is Case Number 2011-2354. Again, an
armed robbery. Violent and most serious is the
classification of the crime.. Has been indicted by the Grand
Jury. It carries the same potential sentence as I indicated
earlier.

I have eight armed robberies, is that right, for you?

SOLICITOR MORIN: That's correct, Your Honor.

THE COURT: That means the maximum senfence that you're
facing is 240 year§ in prison.

Do you understand that, sir?

DEFENDANT PERRY: Yes, sir, I do.

THE COURT: Now, on all of these charges I will tell
you the eligibility for parole is also restricted on these
cases.

Do you understand that?

DEFENDANT PERRY: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: In other words, you have to serve most of
the sentence before you would ever be eligible for parole.

Do you understand that as well?

DEFENDANT PERRY: Yes, sir. |

THE COURT: You discussed that with your lawyer?

DEFENDANT PERRY: I did..

THE COURT: Now, Mr. Anderson, let me go over your

charges . with you.

16
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In your case I have 2011-3063. 1It's an armed. It
has -- it is a violent and most serious offense.

Do you understand that classification?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Do you understand that would constitute a
strike against you under the law?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: It has been indicted by the Grand Jury.
A1l of the armed robberies T will talk with you about carry
the same potential sentence. That is ten years minimum up
to thirty years, not eligible for parole for seven. No
suspended sentences are allowed.

Do you understand all of that?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: The next one is Case Number 2011-4356. It
is an armed robbery as well. It has not been indicted by
the Grand Jury. TIf appears that you are waiving preéentment
at this time.

Is that correct?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You're asking the Court to go forward today
in this case?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: I explained to you earlier about that.

Do you remember me explaining to you about Grand Jury

17
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presentment. You act like you're a little confused. I want
to be sure you understand.

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: So, you are giving up presentment on this
case, is that correct?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT:. All right. It carries that same
designation as the other cases. It is considered violent
and serious and also carries the same sentence.

The next case 1is 2011-3061, an armed robberyi It is
also classified violent and most serious, has been indicted
by the Grand Jury. It carries the same potential sentence.

Are you aware of that charge and penalty? .

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Next is an armed robbery, Case Number
2011-3059. That is a violent and most serious offense. It
has been indicted by the Grand Jury. It carries the same
potential sentence.

Next is 2011-3057, an armed robbery. 1It's classified
as violent and most serious, has been indicted by the Grand
Jury, came, -carries the same potential sentences as I've
told you earlier.

Are you aware 6f that'charge?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Next is 2011-30S55, another armed robbery.

18
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It's classified as violent and most serious, has been
indicted by the Grand Jury, carries the same potential
sentence.

Do you understand that, sir?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Next are two accessory after the fact of a
Felony A, B, or C, or murder. They each carry up to 15
years 1in prison. Those are cases 11-30, 3066, 11-3067.
They were indicted by the Grand Jury.

Do you understand those charges, sir?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: For you I have, let's see, one, two, three,
four, five, six armed robberies. That would carry 180 years
in prison, and two accessories after the fact. They would
each carry 15 years potentially. So, you're facing a
potential 210 years 1in prison on these charges.

Do you understand that, sir?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: On the armed robberies are you aware that
those particular charges, again, have a limited possibility
of ever receiving a parole.

Do you understand that, sir?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Now, Mr. Perry, you are represented by

Mr. Cheeks on all these charges, is that right?

19
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DEFENDANT PERRY: Yes, sir.
~ THE COURT: Have you discussed them fully with Mr.

Cheek?

DEFENDANT PERRY: I have.

THE COURT: Are you satisfied with what he's done?

DEFENDANT PERRY: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Is there anything else you need to discuss
with him at this time?

DEFENDANT PERRY: No, sir.

THE COURT: And is there anything else that you feel
that he ought to do for you at this time?

DEFENDANT PERRY: No, sir,

THE COURT: Mr. Anderson, you also are represented by
Mr. Cheek on these charges, is that correct?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And have you consulted with him?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir,

THE COURT: Are you satisfied with what he's done?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, s'ir‘.

THE COURT: 1Is there anything else thaf you want him to
do for you?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: No, sir.

THE COURT: 1Is there anything else that you feel that
you need to discuss with him before we go forward?v

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: No, sir.

20
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THE COURT: A1l right. Now, Mr. Perry, I Have here the
sheet given to me by the solicitor --

DEFENDANT PERRY: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: -- that describes the varioﬁs events.

DEFENDANT PERRY: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Have you seen that?

DEFENDANT PERRY: . I have.

THE COURT: And have you reviewed it?

DEFENDANT PERRY: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: 1Is there'any need in me reading all of the
charges to you?

DEFENDANT PERRY: No, sir.

THE COURT: You have the right to plead either guilty
or not guilty to those charges.

How do you plead?

DEFENDANT PERRY: I plead guilty.

THE COURT: To all of them?

DEFENDANT PERRY: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Now, Mr. Anderson, again I've gone over the
sheets here and I've gone over your cases. There is an
indication on one of these charges, that is Case Number
2011-4356, that on that case you're pleading no contest.

Is that correct?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Now, as to the other charges, it appears

21
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‘that you are here to offer a plea of guilty.

Have you reviewed the sheet the solicitor provided
concerning the facts in this matter?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And are you familiar with the charges that
they've made against you?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: As to the cases other than the one that I
just mentioned, that's Case 2011-4356, how do you plead?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Guilty.

THE COURT: And as to Case Number 2011-4356, it's my
understanding that you ére going to offer a plea of no
contest.

Is that true?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON:' Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Do you understand that a no contest plea
carries the same effect, as far as sentencing, as a guilty
plea.

Do you understand that?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Now, sir, what that means to me is that, on
that case, you and your lawyer have reviewed the facts that
are, the evidence that's in the possession of the State, and
after a review of that evidence, it's ydur belief that if

that evidence were presented to a jury at a trial that you
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would more than likely be found guilty of the offense, and,
therefore, you have chosen to, while not admitting gquilt,
guilt, not to contest those charges.

Is that true?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: So, are you pleading no contest?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Now, Mr. Cheek, as to Mr. Perry and Mr.
Anderson, have you been able to consult with both of them?

MR. CHEEK: I have, with both of these gentlemen, Your
Honor.

THE COURT: And have, excuse me, have they been able
to, you think, understand the discussions you've had with
them?

MR. CHEEK: Yes, sir, Your Honor.

THE COURT: I would think, that among the many things
you would of discussed with them, you would of discussed the
statutes under which they've been charged, the elements that
were required to be proven in order for these charges to be,
for them to be convicted of the charges, any defenses they
may of had to the charges, any possible lesser included
offenses that might be available to them, their rights under
the Constitution, as well as the fact that most of these
charges carry with them a Timited possibility of ever

receiving parole.
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Have you discussed all of those matters with them?

MR. CHEEK: I have, Your Honhor.

THE COURT: And are you satisfied that Mr. Perry and
Mr; Anderson understood your advice on those points?

MR. CHEEK: Yes, Your Honor, both Mr. Perry and Mr.
Anderson. _

THE COURT: And have they both been able to assist you
in their defense as this case went along?

MR. CHEEK: Yes, sir, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Now, Mr. Perry, do you agree that Mr., Cheek
discussed the things I just went over with him---

DEFENDANT PERRY: He did.

THE COURT: ---with you?

And is that the advice that you're satisfied with?

DEFENDANT PERRY: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And, Mr. Anderson, do you agree that
Mr. Cheek has gone over the things I just discussed with him
with you?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And is that the advice that you're
satisfied with?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Now, Mr. Perry, you are 22 years of age?

DEFENDANT PERRY: Correct.

THE COURT: How far did you go in school?
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PERRY: I didn't finish, but I have my GED.
Are you married?

PERRY: No, sir.
Do you have any children?

PERRY: I have one on the way.

And do -- were you working before you got

PERRY: Yes, sir.

And where did you work?
PERRY: Southeast Gold Exchange.
And what were you doing there?

PERRY: They buy gold and sell it to gold

refineries, jewelry stores, and things Tlike that.

All right. Mr. Anderson, you're 247
ANDERSON: Yes, sir.
How far did you go in school?
ANDERSON: I went to the 12th.
Did you ever get your GED?
ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

Are you married?
ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

Do you have children?
ANDERSON: I have two.

And what ages are they?
ANDERSON: Three.
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THE COURT: Both -- so, it's twins?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: No, sir.

THE COURT: Oh, you had two children the same year?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: A1l right. Now, sir, did you have a job
before you got arrested?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir. .

THE COURT} And what kind of job did you have?

DEFENDANT ANbERSON: I was working at Magnolia Manor as
in laundry.

THE COURT: Okay, sir. Now, I'm going to ask the
solicitor to go over the facts in this case.

Are you gonna do these separately for the defendants or

-are they all intertwined?

SOLICITOR MORIN: They're all -- they're intertwined,
Your Honor, and, and I'l]l explain that when I go over the
facts.

THE COURT: Okay. Then I'11l ask you to go over the
facts.

Mr. Perry, Mr. Anderson,-if yoﬁ']] listen to the facts
as the solicitor goes over these. I'm going to ask you
about these facts in just a few minutes. -

Mr. Morin.

SOLICITOR MORIN: Thank you, Your Honor.

Your Honor, all of these incidents occurred between
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August 315%, 2010, and January 30th . 2011. The state's
position and understanding and evidence that we have is that
Mr. Perry entered all of the stores with intent to rob. For
the most part Mr. Anderson was the driver. There were
occasions when Mr. Anderson also entered the store. That's
why I knew that Mr. Perry was closest to me. The witnesses
described a tall and then the few times is a shorter fellow
that they described, which I knew must be Mr. Anderson.

Nonetheless, the first incident occurred on
August 315%, 2010, at the Kangaroo Express at 1245 Asheville
Highway. The defendant entered the store wearing a bandanna
on his face, pointed a gun at the victim, demanded money.

He got $49.53.

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

SOLICITOR MORIN: Then on September 379, 2010, that
occurred at the Li'L Cricket on 2053 Southport Road in
Spartanburg County. The defendant entered the store,
pointed a gun at the victim, demanded money. Because the
deposit had already been made, he basically got ones and
fives. There was a witness at the scene who described a van
that was there that he saw someone come in and they drove
away. That van was consistent in other places along the
way .

On September 30th, 2010, at 9075 Fairforest Road

another Li'L Cricket in Spartanburg County, the defendant
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entered the store wearing a black ski mask, pointed a gun at

the victim, and said give me all your money, you think I'm

playing, want to die. At this store, Your Honor, he took

money and he also demanded Newport cigarettes, cartons of
them. The amount of money was not really ascertained, but,
once again, it was a small amount.

on November 15%, 2010, at the Li'L Cricket, back at
Southport Road, again, 2053, Spartanburg, dark ski mask
semiautomafic handgun this time, taken money from the
register and nine cartons of cigarettes. Getaway was made
in a van. That victim, Latasha Robinson, quit her job after
that. Mr. Chad -- Mr. Anderson is charged with an accessory
after the fact in that case. '

On November 9th, 2010, the Li'L Cricket at 370---

THE COURT: Now, when you say an'accessory after the
fact, does that mean you think that he or you have evidence
to believe that he did something?

SOLICITOR MORIN: Officers seem to indicate that he may
have given Mr. Perry a ride, but didn't realize that was

gonna happen at that time. But, obviously, .when he came

| back out, he had it and drove away.

THE COURT: oOkay. Go ahead.
SOLICITOR MORIN: November 9th, 2010, was at 370
Bryant Road in Spartanburg, a Li'L Cricket, the defendant

wearing a ski mask, pointed the victim, pointed a gun at the
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victim, demanded money and Newport cigarettes. He didn't
get any cigarettes because some sort of case had been locked
and he abandoned that. He got between fifty and a hundred
dollars.

November 12TN, 2010, at 1997 Nazareth Road, the Li'L
Cricket there, here in Spartanburg County, wearing a ski
mask, pointed a gun at the victim and said give me all of
the money, baby girl. Also demanded Newport cigarettes.
she couldn't retrieve them, probably for a similar reason.
Fled in a van. Got about $50 at that one.

November 16th, 2010, the Li't Cricket at 250 Garner
Road in Spartanburg County. Ski mask, pointed a pistol,
demanded money, defendant also asked for Newport cigarettes
there. However, in that case the victim, Choe vang, said
that when that demand was made a car drove up in the parking
lTot and he fled. It looks like he got $82 at that one.

And then, finally, the last one occusred at the Li'L
Cricket at 2053 Southport Road in Spartanburg. He entered
with his face covered by a yellow and black mask at that
time, give me all the money. <cCarmittis Herst, I probably
mispronounced her first name, was the victim in that case.
She's present in the courtroom. He got $34 on that
occasion, and, Mr. Anderson, that is the other charge that
Mr. Anderson is charged with accessory after the fact.

vour Honor, as -- while officers were investigating
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this case Mr. Perry was developed as a suspect. They went
to his house at . They‘spoke to his
mother or at least a Barbara Perry who I believe is his
mother.

She stated that he had, she had seen Mr. Perry around
Christmas with several cartons of Newport cigarettes. They
were able to ascertain at that time that Mr. Perry also had
a Mercury Villager van consistent with what had been seen at
several of the Tocations. It had been sold. This was in
March of 2011.

They got a search warrant for the residence. They
recovered ﬁasks consisteht with what was seen on the
videotapes at the various stores along with both pellet
guns, toy guns, and various types of implements that were
consistent with the different guns that were seen at the
different residence, different robberies.

The State agreed to run, to recommend concurrent
sentences in that. These clearly are one course of.conduct.
I know that there's a representative from the district
office at Li'L Cricket who may wish to speak at the
appropriate time.

 THE COURT: Mr. Perry, did you hear the solicitor go
over the facts in your case? _ l
DEFENDANT PERRY: I did.

THE COURT: ©Did you understand what he said?
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DEFENDANT PERRY: I did.

THE COURT: Do you agree that those facts are the
truth?

DEFENDANT PERRY: Somewhat. Except for the dialogue I
agree. 1 agree.

THE COURT: I'm sorry?

MR. CHEEK: He séid he agreed with everything except
for the supposed dialogue, Your Honor.

THE COURT: ©Oh, so, you don't agree with what was
necessarily said or reported that you said?

DEFENDANT PERRY: No, sir.

THE COURT: Okay.

DEFENDANT PERRY: But I think that's irrelevant.

THE COURT: well, it is relatively not important in
this matter, but I understand that you want to be truthful
ana I'm asking you to do that.

But as to the other facts you agree that they're true?

DEFENDANT PERRY: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Now, Mr. Anderson, as to the facts in all
of the cases except Case Number 2011-GS-42-4356, do you
agree that those facts are true?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Now, as to that case, it's your position
apparently that you're pleading no contest.

Are those the facts upon which you and your attorney
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have based the decision not to contest the charges?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT:- All right. Now, Mr. Perry, have you told
me the truth today?

DEFENDANT PERRY: I have.

THE COURT: Did anyone tell you how to answer the |
questions I've asked?

DEFENDANT PERRY: No, sir.

THE COURT: So, if I were to ask all the same questions
I asked earlier again, would I get the same answers verbally
this time?

DEFENDANT PERRY: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Are you, 1in fact, waiving your
Constitutional rights as they relate to these charges?

DEFENDANT PERRY: Yes, sir.

THE'COURT: Are you pleading guilty to these charges
because you are guilty of the charges?

DEFENDANT PERRY: T am.

THE COURT: And, Mr. Anderson, have you told me the
truth today? '

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Did anyone tell you how to answer my
questions that I asked?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: No, sir.

THE COURT: So, the answers I've received, those were
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all your own answers, is that right?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Now, is there any part of what we've
discussed today that you'd like to go back and change
anything you've told me?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: No, sir.

THE COURT: If I were to ask those same questions
again, would I get the same answers verbally at this time?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Are you; in fact, waiving the
Constitutional rights that I've explained to you 1in
connection with these pleas?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And as to the charges you're pleading
guilty of, are you pleading guilty because you are guilty?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And as to the one that you're pleading no
contest on, do you continue to plead no contest?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir. )

THE COURT: Mr. Perry, the answers that I've gotten
today, were those all your own answers?

DEFENDANT PERRY: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Did anyone tell you how to answer my
questions?

DEFENDANT PERRY: No, sir.
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THE COURT: A1l right. In both cases it appears to the
Court and I find that the pleas are freely and voluntarily
given. The defendants are aware of the charges. They're
aware of the facts that have been related and have agreed
that they are, are true with the exception of‘the one that
pled no contest. It's my finding that they've had legal
advice and they're satisfied with their legal advice. It's
my Further findings that there's a factual basis or reason
for these pleas to be entered.

Mr. Cheek, it's your opportunity to ‘speak on behalf of
either Mr. Perry or Mr. Anderson or both of them.

MR. CHEEK: Your Honor, I will speak to both of them
probably intermittently, but I would just ask the Court to
consider that a number of family and friends are present in
the courtroom. Most everyone left in the courtroom is; in
some way, connected in this matter either as the victim qnd
the companies that was involved or the family members seated
to the, to the judge's left in the ga11ery, Your Honor.

Your Honor, we ask thé Court to consider that at least
one or two of the members present in the community would
like to come forward to speak on behalf of these young men.

Your Honor, I would tell the Court that some things in
1ife are just baffling. when you talk to these young men
and you have questioned them earlier in their preparation‘

for entering the plea and just now in going over the facts,
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in my entire time of speaking with Mr. Xavier Perry I never
used the term irrelevant, Your Honor. That is something he
understood himself. He was alert. He was responsive. The
vocabulary's astounding. The visjon that is one that I wish
many of our young people in the community had when it comes
to being gifted.

I'ma, I'ma child of the 60's, and one of the songs
that we and poems we all recited was to be young, gifted,
and black, and what that meant as far as our futures were
concerned.

Your Honor, before you are two young men who are young,
gifted, regardless of race. These young men have grown-up
in a society where things have been much different for them,
and yet they still have the ability to make something of
their lives. It depends on the sentence today, what Tength
of time they would have left in their lives to make
something more positive than what they've done and
demonstrated thus far, Your Honor.

I hope that in my comments I do not give the impression
that I think that it's all over for them. 1I've told them I
think this is just the beginning for them. we would hope
that the Court, after listening to everything involved and
reviewing everything involved and listening to all the
persons concerned in this, that the Court might impose a

concurrent sentence as has been suggested by the Solicitor's
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office, by the State in this matter, and the Court might be
lenient and merciful on them to sentence near the lower
range as opposed to what is allowed in the discretion of the
Court, Your Honor.

Your Honor, we just beg mercy for them. A number of
stores and victims and property have been violated, and
these young men are both young and they're both gifted.

They are talented young men. B8oth of them have the skill --
they're skilled artists. They sing. They write. Their
poetry, their song lyrics are excellent. They had, in this
community prior to. this, made appearances at festivals, made
appearances at a club that's one block from here acrosé from
the Marriott, Ferguson's. These young men were in with
managers who had great plans for them.

Your Honor, they were diligent. They were artistic.
They were able. They were hardlworking. Each of them had
jobs in the community. The one thing they did not have,
Your Honor, was patience. They were not willing to wait and
continue to apply and live at a Tow level income and then
keep plowing away until they could achieve the success that
each of them are'capab1e of making in the entertainment
industry.

And, so, Your Honor, because of that, they chose other
routes to meet their immediate needs that were not and are

not condoned in community. we plead mercy. I won't belabor
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it, Your Honor, as to say that the main question that each
of them had was Mr. Cheek, what do you think of me, and I
explained to them it doesn't matter what I think of you at
this point on. TIt's what you think of yourselves because if
you still value yourselves, value who you are, value your
families, value your future, value your experience you're
about to go through, and then you can overcome that.

we would just ask the Court for mercy on their behalf.

They'11l be at least two people who would like to speak
on their behalf I believe.

THE COURT: A1l right. If they want to come -- the
first one can come forward. Someone who wants to speak on
behalf of the defendants, come forward please, sir.

DEFENDANT PERRY: Your Honor?

THE COURT: Just one second. 1I'm gonna give ydu a
chance to talk once I've heard from everybody'e1Se.

MR. JEFFERSON: Good morning, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Good -- well, it's gotten to the afternoon.
But that's okay.

MR. JEFFERSON: Wwell, good afternoon.

THE COURT: what's your name, sir?

MR. JEFFERSON: My name .is Mr. Jeffery Jefferson,
Senior, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

MR. JEFFERSON: I've been in the court system many
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times3'6ut I've changed my life. I like to say, Your Honor,
my son was in the system when he came home last year, He
did a whole ten years because'ofvsome problems. He went
down when he was 17, about their age.

Also have been the victim of robbery at gunpoint, shot
at.. So, I know what the victims aré feeling in this case.

I can, I can relate with all of them.

A1$o, though, I know that these two young men, given
the chance, they can do many things. One thing is that one
of them's about to have a baby. The other one has two
children. So, the family and us, we come here today and we
put ourself in the mercy of the Court. At the same time
these two young men offered to those victims in these crimes
their humble apologies to please forgive them for what they
have done.

In our society, Your Honor, as you know, we have a Tow
scale, a medium scale, and an upper scale, you know, and
then also there's always that mention of that word. well,
some get some, some get none, some get a few. But some get
a whole lot when they apply their self, and I think that's
what we have here. -

with a minium senténce, Your Honor, I think these two
young men can come out and be productive citizens, and they
can take care of their families. Their babies won't be too

old for them to handle, and their babies will be able to use
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them as a what not to do because they'1l be able to tell
their babies about the experiences that they've had, and
that's why I'm here, Your Honor, and that's why these
families are here. And like we said, we do offer our humble
apologies to anyone and the people for anything that has
transpired.

THE COURT: Thank you, sir.

MR. JEFFERSON: You welcome.

THE COURT: I believe someone else wanted to speak on
their behalf.

MR. CHEEK: Your Honor, I think that they all agreed
that Mr., that Jeffery would speak on behalf of everybody
involved.

THE COURT: A1l right. M™Mr. Perry, I told you I'd give
you an opportunity to speak. This is your chance to do sd.

DEFENDANT PERRY: Yes, sir, I know that I'm, I'm here
today because of my own mistakes, and I'm not denying any of
them. I didn't even deny the facts when they arrested me.

I just came.

I'm a young man who made extreme mistakes like
countless other young men. But at the time that I committed
these crimes I was without a job. I was staying with my
mother. It made me feel like less of a man in not being
able to, to give my mother money, which she needs.

so, I committed these robberies for these petty

39




40

W 0 ~N OO v W N

S T N N T o T v S = S S S ey S S S
U B W N H O W 0~ O 1 D W N O

dollars. They help me put food in my mama’'s house and help
her with bills she had. And, so, I just ask you to show
mercy on me because the next portion of my 1ife will be
dictated by you, and I ask you to have mercy.

THE COURT: Mr. Aﬁaerson, anything you want to tell me?

DEFENDANT ANDERSON: Yes, sir, Your Honor. Just have
mercy on me, you know. Like I said, I'm, you know, if -- I
went by, I went by everything the right way. I lost my job
in '08. I got unemployment in '09. Brick mason job, you
know, they, they just, they just, just fell apart. The
economy got bad. I had my own detailing business. You
know, we had, we had problems with the economy, and we had
the water drought. So, you know, when I go to people house,
I use they water.

I asked them, you know. They people like, you know, we
can't, we can't afford to pay you no more because, you know,
I done lost my job and my employment, you know, they was,
they was unemployed at the time too, you know. And, so, I
just -- so, I asked them, I said, could you go down on the
prices. They said no, because we feel 1ike that's highway,
highway robbery against you.

So, at the, at the time, you know, my family, my mama,

| you know, she was struggling. She always struggling. Till

today she's struggling, and T always been her backbone. I

always told my mama, since I was young, I told her, mama,
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