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Pursuant to Rule 213, SCACR, the Solicitors' Association of South Carolina, Inc.

respectfully seeks leave of this Court to participate in thismatter as amicus curiae for the following

reasons.

I.

The issues raised in this matter by Petitioner Florence County Sheriffs Office arise from a

civil lawsuit seeking the return of contraband items seized by law enforcement. The issues center

on the procedure to be followed by the state to retain contraband items seized under South Carolina

statutory law as well as the procedure to be followed by persons attempting to have seized items

returned. They necessarily involve the interpretation of statutorylaw, including S.C. Code Sections

39-15-1195 and 44-53-530.

II.

The Solicitors' Association of South Carolina, Inc. consists of all elected Solicitors as well

as their appointed, designated, and commissioned assistant solicitors. Among the purposes of the

Solicitors' Association is the promotion of the due administration of justice, which includes the

defense of legally obtained convictions and the pursuit of the forfeiture of seizure contraband. As

state officers who share, with the Attorney General, the responsibility for pursuing the seizure of

contraband, the Solicitors have a great interest in the interpretation and application of the statutes at

the center of this case.

III.

The decision of this Court will impact not only upon the ability of South Carolina's law

enforcement.to control the possession and distribution of contraband by seizure of such, but also the

ability of and process by which prosecutors seek to secure those seizures through court action aimed

at obtaining a forfeiture of individuals's rights to such contraband.



IV.

The interests of the South Carolina Solicitors' Association are related to those of law

enforcement in general and the Petitioner herein specifically. Allowing the South Carolina

Solicitors' Association to participate as amicus will allow the Court to hear more fully from all

stakeholders in contraband forfeiture matters and will assistthe Court in resolving this matter.

V.

The undersigned Association does not believe that its participation as amicus curiae will

delay the Supreme Court's consideration of this matter.

WHEREFORE, for all of the foregoing reasons, the undersigned Association respectfully

requests leave of this Court to participate as amicus curiae, to include the filing of a Brief ofAmicus

Curiae should a writ of certiorari be issued, and any other action that the Court may wish; and for

such other and further relief as this Court may deem just and proper.

Respectfully Submitted,

SOLICITOR DAVID M. PASCOE, JR.
President, Solicitors' Association
of South Carolina

Post Office Box 11251

Columbia, South Carolina 29211-1251
(803)533-6252

Orangeburg, South Carolina

February 4, 2011
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The Honorable Daniel E. Shearouse

Clerk of the Supreme Court of South Carolina
Post Office Box 11330

Columbia, South Carolina 29211

Re: Farmer v. Florence County Sheriffs Office

Dear Mr. Shearouse:

Enclosed for filing please find the original and six (6) copies of the Motion for
Leave to Participate as Amicus Curiae served on Petitioner and Respondent in
the above-referenced appeal. I have enclosed the original Proof of Service
indicating service of the Motion on today's date.

Thankyou for your attention to this matter. If you have any questions, please
do not hesitate to contact me (in Orangeburg at 803-533-6252) or Amie
Clifford (in Columbia at 343-0765).

Sincerely,

David M. Pascoe, Jr.
President, Solicitors' Association of South Carolina

Enclosures (as stated)

cc: D. Malloy McEachin, Jr.
Patrick J. Mclaughlin


