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THIS MATTER came before the jurisdiction of the Master in Equity for Charleston County by
Order of Reference. The case was arbitrated by the Honorable Richard F. ieids and now comes
before the court for a final hearing. Plaintiff John M. English appeared at the hearing with his
attorney, David A. Collins. Defendant Ellen Sexton appeared at the hearing with her attorney, G.
Thomas Hill. At the hearing the parties confirmed that all matters between them had been resolved,
except for the issues concerning the distribution of proceeds from the sale of a property hereinafter
referred to as the Furman Home and the disposition of a Ford Explorer vehicle. It was undisputed
that the sale proceeds from the Furman Home were to be divided on a 60/40 split, with 60% to the
Plaintiff and 40% to the Defendant. The attorneys for the parties each presented oral statements of
their respective positions on the disputed issues. The parties were directed to submit legal briefs
regarding the matter of the Ford Expl_prcr vehicle and to produce any evidence regarding the same to
the court. Upon reviewing the au-.the evidence, affidavits, the briefs, and hearing the arguments

presented by all parties, I hereby find as follows:



FINDINGS
1. I find that the Arbitration Agreement and Award executed by the Honorable Richard
Fields has been approved by all parties and confirmed by the Court and has been entered into by
all parties and ilas been made a part of the court record.
2. Ifind that all divisions/distributions of funds/property as delineated in the Arbitration
Agreement and Award have been completed as the date of this hearing; except for the
division/distribution of the sale proceeds from the sale of the Furman Home (60% to Plaintiff and
40% to Dcfendant), and, disposition of Ford Explorer vehicle. |
3. I find that the Plaintiff has used and possessed the Ford Explorer vehicle since the date of
purchase almost exclusively as the primary driver of said vehicle and that said vehicle was
purchased Defendant for Plaintiff due to Defendant’s ability at the time of purchase to obtain a
loan.
4. .1find that the Arbitration Agreement and Award provides that at the time of distribution of
the sales proceeds from the sale real estate that Plaintiff is to reimburse Defendant all sums paid
by Defendant to purchase said Ford Explorer, and that the Defendant is to sign over the Title to
the Ford Explorer to the Plaintiff.
5. I find that Defendant has made all the payments (down payment and loan payments)
associated with the purchase the Ford Explorer vehicle through Defendant’s testimony, a reading

of Arbitration Agreement and Award, and, the submission of Defendant’s Exhibit 1 which

includes the following: Title to Ford Explorer, a $2,000.00 down péyment check for Ford
Explorer made by Ellen B. Sexton, the Che;:king Account History of Ellen B. Sexton Account
#0000107395 showing monthly Automatic Transfer of Funds in the amount of $293.78 beginning
June 2006 and ending May 2011 for Ford Explorer, and Heritage Trust Vehicle Loan
Documentation regarding Ford Explorer.

6. I find that the Plaintiff is required to reimburse the Defendant the funds she expended for
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the purchase of said Ford Explorer due to his predominant exclusive use and possess;ion of said
vehicle since June 2006, and due to the wear and tear on the vehicle that Plaintiff has put on said
vehicle which is now located on the west coast of the United States of America; and, that
Defendant is to sign over the Title to the I ord Explorer to the Plaintiff. -

7. 1find that the total amount paid by Defendant towards the purchase of the Ford Explorer
vehicle totals $19,626.80 (i.e., $2000.00 down payment and $17,626.80 in loan payments).

8. I find that the sum of $72,000.00 from the sale of the Furman Home is being held in Escrow
by Attorney David A. Collins.

9. I find that 40% of $72,000.00 equals $28,800.00, and, 60% of $72,000.00 equals 43,200.00.

10. I find that the Plaintiff has entered into a fee agreement with Attorney John White.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

First: I hereby conclude, pursuant to the law and equity, that the Defendant is entitled to
40% of the proceeds from the sale of the Furman Home which amounts to $28,800.00 plus the
sum of $19,626.80 for the Ford Explorer which is to be deducted out of the Plaintiff’s share of the
proceeds from the sale of the Furman Home.
Second: I hereby conclude, pursuant to contract law, that attorney fees in the amount of
$ / {4/4 ) ﬁis to be awarded to John White attorney for Plaintiff, and that said sum is to be
deducted out of the Plaintiff’s share of the proceeds from the sale of the Furman Home.
Third: I hereby conclude, pursuant to the law and equity, that Plaintiff is to receive all
remaining proceeds from the sale of the Furman Home.
IT IS THEREFORE, ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED, .

a) that Defendant is to receive the sum of $48,426.8pit is further WZ(

b) that Attorney John White is to receive the sum of/$ [ g [{:1 . ﬁ in attorney fees; it is

further
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c) that John English shall receive the sum of $ " 3 _
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Charleston, South Carolina
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Master in Equity: Honorable Mikell R. Scarborough 22 £
Plaintiff’s Attorney: David A. Collins \ o
Defendant’s Attorney: G. Thomas Hill \

THIS MATTER came before the jurisdiction of the Master in Equity for Charleston County by
Order of Reference. The case was arbitrated by the Honorable Richard F ieids and now comes
before the court for a final hearing. Plaintiff John M. English appeared at the hearing with his
attorney, David A. Collins. Defendant Ellen Sexton appeared at the hearing with her attorney, G.
Thomas Hill. At the hearing the parties confirmed that all matters between them had been resolved,
except for the issues concerning the distribution of proceeds from the sale of a property hereinafter
referred to as the Furman Home and the disposition of a Ford Explorer vehicle. It was undisputed
that the sale proceeds from the Furman Home were to be divided on a 60/40 split, with 60% to the
Plaintiff and 40% to the Defendant. The attorneys for the parties each presented oral statements of
their respective positions on the disputed issues. The parties were directed to submit legal briefs
regarding the matter of the Ford Exp!grcr vehicle and to produce any evidence regarding the same to
the court. Upon reviewing the all-.the evidence, affidavits, the briefs, and hearing the arguments

presented by all parties, I hereby find as follows:



FINDINGS
1. I find that the Arbitration Agreement and Award executed by the Honorable Richard
Fields has been approved by all parties and confirmed by the Court and has been entered into by
all parties and ~has been made a part of the court record.
2. 1find that all divisions/distributions of funds/property as delineated in the Arbitration
Agreement and Award have been completed as the date of this hearing; except for the
division/distribution of the sale proceeds from the sale of the Furman Home (60% to Plaintiff and
40% to Dcfendant), and, disposition of Ford Explorer vehicle. |
3. I find that the Plaintiff has used and possessed the Ford Explorer vehicle since the date of
purchase almost exclusively as the primary driver of said vehicle and that said vehicle was
purchased Defendant for Plaintiff due to Défendant’s ability at the time of purchase to obtain a
loan.
4 .1find that the Arbitration Agreement and Award provides that at the time of distribution of
the sales proceeds from the sale real estate that Plaintiff is to reimburse Defendant all sums paid
by Defendant to purchase said Ford Explorer, and that the Defendant is to sign over the Title to
the Ford Explorer to the Plaintiff.
5. I find that Defendant has made all the payments (down payment and loan payments)
associated with the purchase the Ford Explorer vehicle through Defendant’s testimony, a reading

of Arbitration Agreement and Award, and, the submission of Defendant’s Exhibit 1 which

includes the following: Title to Ford Explorer, a $2,000.00 down pﬁyment check for Ford
Explorer made by Ellen B. Sexton, the Che;:king Account History of Ellen B. Sexton Account
#0000107395 showing monthly Automatic Transfer of Funds in the amount of $293.78 beginning
June 2006 and ending May 2011 for Ford Explorer, and Heritage Trust Vehicle Loan
Documentation regarding Ford Explorer.

6. I find that the Plaintiff is required to reimburse the Defendant the funds she expended for
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‘ the purchase of said Ford Explorer due to his predominant exclusive use and posseséion of said
vehicle sinc'ci June 2006, and d;e ‘to the wear and tear on the vehicle that Plaintiff has put on said
vehicle which is now located on the west coast of the United States of America; and, that
Defendant is to sign over the Title to the Ford Explorer to the Plaintiff. -

7. 1find that the total amount paid by Defendant towards the purchase of the Ford Explorer
vehicle totals $19,626.80 (i.e., $2000.00 down payment and 817, 626.80 in loan payments).

8. I find that the sum of $72,000.00 from the sale of the Furman Home is being held in Escrow
by Attorney David A. Collins.

9. I find that 40% of $72,000.00 equals $28,800.00, and, 60% of $72,000.00 equals 43,200.00.

10. I find that the Plaintiff has entered into a fee agreement with Attorney John White.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

First: I hereby conclude, pursuant to the law and equity, that the Defendant is entitled to
40% of the proceeds from the sale of the Furman Home which amounts to $28,800.00 plus the
sum of $19,626.80 for the Ford Explorer which is to be deducted out of the Plaintiff’s share of the
proceeds from the sale of the Furman Home.
Second: I hereby conclude, pursuant to contract law, that attorney fees in the amount of
$ / {4/4 ) ﬁis to be awarded to John White attorney for Plaintiff, and that said sum is to be
deducted out of the Plaintiff’s share of the proceeds from the sale of the Furman Home.
Third: I hereby conclude, pursuant to the law and equity, that Plaintiff is to receive all
remaining proceeds from the sale of the Furman Home.
IT IS THEREFORE, ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED, _

a) that Defendant is to receive the sum of $48,426.8p)it is further W

b) that Attorney John White is to receive the sum of/$ 4 [{:1 . éﬂ in attorney fees; it is

further
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c) that John English shall receive the sum of $ O 5 .
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/yﬁKELL R. SCARBOKOUGH,
MASTER IN EQUITY

FOR CHARLESTON COUNTY
Charleston, South Carolina '
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