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November 19, 2014

Mr., Richard Cochran

c/o J. Reuben Long Detention Center
4150 J. Reuben Long Ave.

Conway, South Carolina 29526

.RE':_.«:State.of SC v. Richard Cochran = . .

I ST A
PR

Dear Mr.Cochran: t«. . .

o G G T TR AL ST L L BB S et e
.~ | spent.a-great deal.of time .‘AT?OmmUDiQati_ngwi,‘th‘.t_h,e{' solicitor yesterday -
regarding your case.... .- ;o0 S AN , O

First of all, the jail will not under any circumstances lift the ban on your letters
to Ms. Keiser. She remains a potential witness and a co-defendant and for that reason,
they insist on the ban staying in place. .. : ST

. .Second, the solicitor is absolutely, positively unwilling to agree to an 18 year
sentence an your charges. At this peint, your only option is to plea straight up without
- recommendation (and the State intends on asking for 25 - 30 years) or proceed to trial.
My very strong advice is to plea before your case is placed on the trial roster and then
do what we can to-convince a judge to sentence you to around 20 years. If you wait
until your case is on the trial roster, you will most likely lose any benefit that might be
gained by pleading earlier. - o ‘ L B

-

.. . .As.we have discussed, | do not see any way that you are not convicted if you
go to trial. The video evidence is compelling and plearlyéhows the-car you were driving
fleeing the police at a very high rate of speed for an extended period of time. And of
course; your hand reaching out the window and firing a gun at the police car is also
caught on video - along with one of the bullets hitting the windshield at about head level
on the driver's side. There is also Ms. Keiser to identify'you as the driver of the car and
the shooter of the gun. And if you are convicted at trial, | believe it quite possible that
the judge will give you a much longer sentence than if you plead. .
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| believe your best option is to plead. Of course, you have an absolute right
to a jury trial and if that is your decision, | will prepare and do my very best for you.

Sincerely,

9. Tréa0

J. Eric Fox
Senior Trial Attorney
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