LAW OFFICE OF

Kristy Grafton Golc”)erg, LLC

ATTORNEY AT LAW

Exnibit-®

February 19, 2015

b Rakeem Shali Hill, SCDC # 355085
Lee Correctional Institution
990 Wisacky Highway
Bishopville, SC 29010

RE: Hilll v. State, 2013-CP-40-5121

Mr. Hill,

Please find enclosed the final order dismissing your post-conviction relief case. This ends your
case and my representation. If you have any questions or need anything further please contact me at

the above address.

Sincerely,

Kristy Goldberg

1720 MAIN STREET -+ SUITE 301 * COLUMBIA. SOUTH CAROLINA 2920t
PHONE (803) 252-2299 + FACSIMILE (803) 799-4059 -« MOBILE (803) 315-1554
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INFO, INC.
Investigations

Post Office Box 5415
Columbia, SC 29250
phone (803) 331-1968
fax (803) 781-8597

Rakeem Hill Report
May 15, 2014

Deion Mitchell
1451 Ft. Jackson Road
Lugoff, South Carolina
(803) 420-4798

This afternoon, I met with Deion at the McDonald's in Lugoff, South Carolina. He informed
me that he has known Rakeem Hill since before he (Deion) moved to South Carolina when
he was 13 years old. When Deion would come to visit family during the summers in South
Carolina, he would also visit with his friend Rakeem.

According to Deion, on the morning of the incident, he was sleeping at Keisha's (cousin)
house when Rakeem called. They talked. Rakeem was going to ride with Deion later on
so that Deion could pick up his paycheck from Great Clips off of Hard Scrabble Road (in the
Food Lion parking lot).

Later on, Deion picked Rakeem up at Rakeem’s brother's apartment at Sagebrush
Apartments. Deion was driving his dad’'s Toyota Tundra. They picked Deion’s check up
at Great Clips and then stopped for gas at either the BP or Kangaroo at the light near Great
Clips. Rakeem waited in the truck. While inside, Deion spoke with his brother on the
phone because he specifically remembers commenting on purchasing a pink lemonade.

Then, they headed back to Lugoff. It was late afternoon, but before sundown.  They went
to Keisha's house and then Deion let Rakeem borrow the truck. Deion stayed at Keisha's
house. At first, nobody was home, but then about 30-45 minutes later, Alma Roberson
(B/M, a relative) arrived. They turned the news on and Deion heard that Jeremy Nanton
had been killed on Highway 12. Deion recognized the name as a guy that grew up with



”?

Rakeem and Rakeem’s brother. And, Highway 12 is a road that they drive up and down all
of the time. Concerned about Rakeem and the truck, Deion called Rakeem and asked if
Rakeem was okay. Rakeem sounded completely normal...nothing was out of the ordinary.

" Deion told Rakeem what had been on the news.

A couple of days later, the police came to Deion’s grandmother’s house. Deion told them
that on the day of the incident, he had been in school. He hadn't...it was spring break.
The 2™ contact with police was when they came to Deion’s school. The 3™ contact he had
with authorities was when they called. Deion and his father went to the station. It was
then that Deion told the police that he had seen Rakeem with a gun. - The 4™ contact with
police was when they came to arrest Deion, waking him up with guns in his face.

- Deion-informed me that he told police that he had seen Rakeem with-money, a gun and

weed before, but Deion didn't mean on the day of the incident. They were friends and saw
each other every day...they were like brothers.

(When Deion gave his Statement, Deion talked while the officer wrote it. At the time,

‘Deion was 17 years old and had just had a son and simply wanted to go home. The police

officer told Deion that if he (Deion) told him (officer) who had committed the crime, then
Deion could go home. So when the officer asked how Deion knew that Rakeem had done
it, Deion said that he’d (Rakeem) shown him (Deion) a gun. It was the officer that
described the pistol that was supposedly used).

Deion explained that he told his public defender, Luke Shealey, that he (Deion) wanted to
change his Statement about incriminating Rakeem. Mr. Shealey told Deion to just wait it
out, see what happened. Mr. Shealey told Deion that at trial, if Deion wanted to change
his story, he could do it then.

When asked if he ever met with the prosecution, Deion said that he had. He indicated that
he was transferred for the meeting and felt like Mr. Shealey was trying to play both
sides...telling Deion that he (Deion) didn't have to say anything about the incident he
(Deion) and Rakeem had been charged with and then turning around telling the prosecutor
that he (Deion) would cooperate. And, in all honesty, Deion indicted that he really just
wanted to go home and would have said whatever to make that happen. Deion maintains
that he would have gone along with what the prosecutors wanted him to say to be able to
go home, but then on the stand, he had absolutely no intention of testifying against
Rakeem...they just didn't necessarily know that.

_ Deion informed me that he met with the prosecutors one time. He was also transferred

out for 2 separate lie detector tests (failed both) at SLED and on Two Notch Road. And,
although Deion initially waived bond, he did have at least 2-3 subsequent bond hearings.
The last bond hearing was on a Friday. Deion was transferred to the holding cells beneath
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the Courthouse. During the hearing, Jeremy's mother told the Judge that she was afraid

. for her life and requested no bond. The Judge agreed. Deion was taken back to the

holding cell. Not long after, Mr. Shealey came to speak with him.  Mr. Shealey told Deion
that he (Deion) would get a bond on Monday, that Mr. Shealey had indicated that Deion
had agreed to cooperate. Deion was taken back to RCDC. On Monday, without having
to go back to Court, Deion was granted a bond. His father posted it that
Wednesday...after being in the county jail for 10 months.

Deion indicated that he would be more than willing to provide a new Statement. He feels
responsible that because of his statements to authorities, Rakeem is in jail. When asked
why he thought that Rakeem pled, Deion said that Rakeem probably felt that he (Deion)

- would testify against him (Rakeem).

13

Although reluctant, Deion informed -me that he would come to Court, if HE HAD TO, and
admit that he lied in the statement he gave to authorities. If it would help overturn
Rakeem's conviction, Deion would testify.

**Special Notes**

1. At the time of the incident, Deion’s father resided in New York. Because of a falling
out with his grandmother, at the time, Deion was living with his cousin, Keisha
Roberson, who lives in Lugoff.

2. Deion had let Rakeem borrow his (Deion’s) father's truck before, but not often.

3. Deion has never been in trouble before. Being arrested in connection with Jeremy’s
death was the first time he'd been arrested.

4. After Deion and Rakeem were arrested, they talked in the county jail (they have also
talked a couple of times on the phone since Deion was released). Knowing that he
had not spoken with the police, given a Statement and always maintained that he did
not know anything about Jeremy's death, Rakeem asked Deion why he (Deion) was

~ talking to the police and giving false Statements about the day of the incident.
Deion has never met or spoken with/to Jeremy's mother.

6. Deion denies ever having called Jeremy. He only knew Jeremy because he (Jeremy)

was Deion’s 1** cousin’s cousin.

b




Z/? Rokeem & H o)

\50 Co € mi q\ﬁ mo rre Of.o)p/ La st.

3% 6 ﬁawmiwfo) /Z?V\
A4 ¢99

\/\/ e Cor Z,P/ﬂp Uor\,);/) mD\O/w\rO/

fwog*/\/ DO,\.O/W\(O/ mgﬂv,\,&.\,\am RQS\,*

Dtj),. R,mlﬂ

ﬂ. 0. @ox ZMWO

o oline 2B
R\OT\:SVﬂo(,V ,WOS.,.C/ ho,wo/,\ﬂof %/J/




