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PER CURIAM:  Thomas Free appeals the trial court's dismissal of his civil action 
against Natena Buff based on his failure to make valid service on Buff prior to the 
expiration of the statute of limitations.  We affirm pursuant to Rule 220(b), 
SCACR, and the following authorities:  S.C. Code Ann. § 15-9-370 (2005) (stating 



that service on the Director of the Department of Motor Vehicles for a nonresident 
driver includes certified mail and the proof of service must be filed with the court); 
S.C. Code Ann. § 15-9-380 (2005) (stating if certified mail is returned, then the 
notice and summons should be sent by open mail and the affidavit of service 
should be filed with the court); Rule 5(d), SCRCP (stating that proof of service  
must be filed with the court within ten days of service and that failure to serve may 
be cause for dismissal of the action by the court); Tiralango v. Balfry, 335 S.C. 
359, 361, 517 S.E.2d 430, 431 (1999) (stating statutory tolling provisions are 
meant to apply when a defendant's name and location are not known).

AFFIRMED.

FEW, C.J., and HUFF and WILLIAMS, JJ., concur.


