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From;  “Lee Tant" <LTant@timesanddemocrat.com> § COURT
To: <mrbanksesquire@vindstream.net> : g EXHIBIT NO.
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2009 12:40 PM ! ’

Subject:  Articles
Truck driver found shot dead in Calhoun County

T&D Staff Report

An autopsy has confirmed that aftruck driver from New York state died of brain injuries from multi ' le
gunshot wounds, Calhoun County Coroner Donnie Porth said Saturday evening.

The body of 35-year-old Jason Ivenburg of Fultonham, N.Y., was found at about 5 a.m. Saturdgy in the
cab of an 18-wheel tractor-trairer[parked near a closed filling station near exit 136 off interstate 26

Porth said Rivenburg might havd died as early as Thursday night. That is about the time he was feported
missing by his employer, Vanderyeen Trucking of Delanson, N.Y., a town west of Schenectady.

Rivenburg's destination was the [Food Lion distribution center in Elloree. but he did not show up t¢»
offload his cargo on Friday momi g as scheduled, Porth said. i

Calhoun County Sheriff Thomas $ummers said someone called 911 Saturday morning and alerte
authorities to the truck. He said tHe cab window was shot out and it appeared the driver struggled with
someone during a robbery. Riverjburg's wallet is missing.

The trucking company's owner, Ftank Vanderveen, said Rivenburg worked part-time with his co ny
and must have been taking a bredk when he was accosted.
|

Porth said Rivenburg's death appears to be the first homicide in Calhoun County in 2009.
Palr arvested in slaying of truc

T&D Staff Report

Calhoun County Sheriff Thomas Jummers has confirmed that two arrests have been made in conrtection
with the shooting death of New Ydrk trucker Jason Rivenburg.

“I'm not sure if we're finished makipg arrests," said Summers.
He anticipates a third person will dlso be charged soon.

Summers would not divuige any information regarding the those arrested, except to say they were from
Calhoun County. .
Summers said the arrested parties would be identified at an 11 a.m. press conference Monday.

Rivenburg, 35, of Fultonham, N.Y|, died from multiple gunshots to the head, Summers confirmed. His
body was discovered Saturday mofning in an 18-wheeler truck.

Authorities think he may have been the victim of a robbery attempt.
However, Summers noted money was found inside the truck and on Rivenburg's person.

“I'm not sure if they actually got anything," Summers said. "It appears as though his body had been
pilfered through.”

Summers noted Rivenburg had a fwo-year-old son and that his wife is scheduled to give birth to twins
any day. :

“It's a sad, terrible random act of viglence." Summers said.

Rivenburg stopped in Calhoun Colinty to rest at an abandoned gas station off mile marker 136 on
Interstate 26. Summers said Rivenburg was scheduled to deliver milk at the Food Lion Distribution
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Center in Elloree on Friday.

Authorities befieve the shooting took place at around 10:30 p.m. on Thursday night.
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Summers said Rivenburg m4 y have been talking on his cell phone when his assaitant appeared.

Rlvoqburg was working part-ime for the Delanson, N.Y.-based Vanderveen Trucking. Co-owner Donna Vanderveen
described Rivenburg as 3 nile, family oriented guy. !

She said Rivenburg used to

ork fuil-time for her company until he got a job in the constructiob industry.
"He was helping us out for a fej}w weeks while a driver was out," she saig. 1

* T&D Staff Writer Lee Tant be reached by email at Itant@timesanddemocrat.com or by pthe at 803-534-1060.
Discuss this and other stories $nline at TheTandD.com.
Locals reach out to help tamlly of sialn trucker

By GENE ZALESKI

|
{
| .
| i

T&D Staff Writer

New York resident Carj "Butch" Savage has often heard about Southern hospitality, but what heihas experienced the last
few weeks is above and beyon anything he ever expected. i

"Words don't describe how we feel about the Support we are receiving from down there,” said Savage, in reference to the
swell of condolences and cargs the family has received from The T&D Region in relation to the March 5 murder of his 35.
year-old son-in-law Jason Rive hburg. “There are one or two bad apples that give everything a Bad name but ... this
shows that it is not a way of life fhere " :

Rivenburg was found dead Mareh 7 in the cab of an 18-wheel tractor-trailer parked near a closeb service station off
Interstate 26 at exit 136,

He was scheduled to deliver a shipment at the Food Lion distribution center in Elioree. !

The homicide comes at a particularly emotional time for the family.

Rivenburg's wife, Hope, gave biith to twins-a boy, Hezekiah, and g girl, Logan-on March 18, just 13 days after their father
was shot and killed. The couple's{ other son, Joshua, turns 2 next month.

in confirmation of Savage's assedsment of Southem hospitality, members of the Columbia Road Bethel Church and other
community members are putting their collective heads together in the kickoff of a fund-raising effort in support of -
Rivenburg's family.

"My heart just went out to her." sajd Marie Bozard, St. Matthews resident and retired Orangeburg ounty Health
Department pediatric nurse. "Something just got a hold of me and it would not tum me loose. | think it was the Holy Spirit
working in me to do something for|this lady."

Bozard said as a mother of three and a grandmother of five she cannot imagine what Rivenburg i going through and the
fundraiser was deemed as just a little way to offer support.

“I just fee! for mothers with babies,! Bozard said. “Those children .. will probably never know or re ember their father. |

can't imagine what she must have felt like (in giving birth) and how alone she must have feit even s rrounded by family
and friends.”

Bozard said the fundraiser will kick loff immediately with a target goal of $3,000. Flyers are currently peing made and will
be distributed to Cathoun County cT\urch pastors in the St. Matthews, Swansea and Sandy Run areﬁs about the effort
under way. i

Renee Bozard, Cco-pastor of Bethel Church with her husband Joey, says when Marie approached the‘ church about the
fund-raiser, the decision to participite was really an easy decision,

"We feel like this is what the churchis called to do -- to take care of the widows and orphans and rea:ch out to the
community,” Renee said, i

For Renee the tragedy also hits clos'b to home.
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+ "I have two children - 11 and|20

mother.” In the interim, Sava
make the ordea) a little easfer

said the family is currently going through a lot of emotions andithe outreach has helped
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months oid," Renee said. " thought about what it must have been like for her as a

3 |

"He was all for his family * he §aid, noting that he would work two jobs to help his family through these difficult economic
times. "That (the fund-raiser) means a lot She now has three children to bring up. Their father Frways wanted to make

sure they went to college."

But emotional challenges remain.

"lt_ is hard," he said, noting that his daughter has experienced a roller coaster ride these past few weeks — feaching a peak

. "Itis unfortunate that he was not there to see

them. We will keep him alive a much as possible as we can through any means.”

Savage described his son-in-lalv as a guy greatly loved and who will be greatly missed at the fa

Christmas and Thanksgiving.

"He was the life of the party " Shv

Savage said in an effort to kee Rivenbu
an online petition at www jhirlvanburg.com has begun.

ity gatherings during

age said.

's memory alive and to prevent something similar frofn happening in the future,

The petition is seeking to have legistators sign a bill, Jason's Law, that would ensure truck stops|provide adequate

lighting, cameras and secure wditing and unloading areas.

Through Tuesday afternoon, thel Web site had 4,889 signatures.

n

T&D Staff Writer Gene Zaleski ctn be reached by e-mail at gzaleski@timesanddemocrat com or Ty phone at 803-533-
(o}

§551. Discuss this and other st

Side:
Jason Rivenburg

Memorial Fund

Individuais interested in helping w

Calhoun County Sheriffa€ ™g Dep
120 Mill Street
St. Matthews, SC 29135

Attn: Jason Rivenburg Memorial

The contact number for the Sheriff# ™s Office is 803-874-2741.

Checks may also be sent to:

Bethel Church

Attention: Jason Rivenburg Memolial Fund

P.O. Box 343

Orangeburg, SC 29116

jes online at TheTandD.com

ith the Jason Rivenburg fund are asked to send donations to thfz:

@artment

Fund
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- Checks should be made payable

Woman in Calhoun, tsen In Le

—

By GENE ZALESKI

T&O Staff Writer

?CQOID

o Bethel Church. Write in the memo line a€ceJason Rivenburg Memorial Fund.a€C:

ington killed with same type of handgun; her SUV found Iatlr near Santee

/52/%/& LWL (17 é‘bc&

SANDY RUN-Two people were f(lrund shot to death about 6 miles apart early Wednesday morning, both with muitiple

wounds to the upper body.
Law enforcement officials say thé:

The body of Azeli Angnetta Bart :

125 off Interstate 26, Calhoun Caunty Coroner Donnie Porth said.

shootings may be connected.

, 37, of Columbia, was found around 6 a.m. near the westbound entrance ramp of Exit

Barton's body was found by a pa serby on the shoulder of the roadway near the intersection of Liyington Road and Old

Sandy Run Road. :
Porth said the woman's body wa?'

"The cause of death was internalibleeding," Porth said.

The woman was shot with a 40—(}allber handgun.

Barton was found less than two
of the road in Lexington County
community.

discovered within hours of being dumped on the side of the roag.

i
i

urs after 17-year Dequan Bemard Davis of West Columbia wa dlscovered on the side
the U.S. Highway 321 and Highway 21 split. The location is negr the Dixiana

]

Lexington County Coroner Harry [O. Harman said Davis also died from injuries from a .40-caliber Handgun.

Officials Wednesday say the sim{
two are linked.

"There is a possibility. We are log
prox:mlty and it was a fairly close;
weapon."

A motive for the killings was still

arity of the shootings points toward a connection, though there i§ no confirmation the

king into that," Calhoun County Sheriff Thomas Summers said.ihey are in fairly close
time of day when we found them. Both also happened to be killad with the same caliber

nder investigation Wednesday. No suspects have been named.

“It appears that she was shot somewhere else and dumped out here,” Summers said. "We are just processing the scene

and trying to gather evidence ang

Later in the day, law enforcemen

to the Interstate 95 exit near Sar:Jee.

"We are processing that for evid

Lexington County's Sheriff Office

trying to piece the puzzle together."

found Barton's vehicle, a Chevrolet Suburban, in Orangeburg Cpunty on U.S. 15 close

!
i
Major John Allard said deputies received a call about 4:08 a.m. from a passerby about a

nce as welt." Summers said.

body on the eastbound travel lanj of Charleston Highway near Gaston.

Allard said it appeared Davis wa
roadway near the body.

Allard said in talking with witness

the body was found.”

shot while riding a bicycle. Officials found several discharged shell casings in the

bs, Davis was seen riding his bicycle about 30 minutes before bJ{'ng shot.

"We did not see any evidence th#t the bicycle had been struck by a vehicle,” Allard said. "He was fphot and killed where

In addition to the Calhoun and Le

Wednesday's homicide was the t

xington County, the State Law Enforcement Division also resporﬁded to both incidents.

hird in Calhoun County this year. !
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A 35-year-old New York trucker Jakon Rivenburg was found dead March 7 in the cab of an 18-wh§e1 tractor-trais
patkéd neax a closed service statioh off Interstate 26 at exit 136. i
On April 12, 11-year-old Langley Emerson Rudisell 1V was shot and killed at a Calhoun County resldence off Old Highway

Number Six.
ounty boy| was charged with murder as a juvenile in connection with the de’ath

A 12-year-cld Calhoun C
ent should call Crimesteppers at 1-888-CRIME- Sc or e-mail atipinto

Anyone with information about Wegnesday's incid
www.sccrimestoppers.com. 5

You can also send information in ﬁy texting "TIPSC" plus your message to CRIMES (274837).

Either way, your identity will remain anonymous, and you could be eligible for a cash reward.

i
03-5633-

T&D Staff Writer Gene Zaleski ca

be reached by e-mail at gzaleskl@umesanddemocrat .cam or by phone at 8
5551. Discuss this and other ston

s online at TheTandD.com

Lee Tant

Staff Writer

The Times and Democrat
PO Drawer 1766

Orangeburg, SC 29116 ;
€mail: ltant@timesanddemocrat.com i

(803) 534-1060Q Fax: {803) 533-5595
www.TheTandD com
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