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THE COURT: I'm told that he wants to plead guilty
to two offenses; the offense-of murder and the offense
of arson. Is that correct?

MS. NELSON: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: The murder charge carries 30 years to
life and it's arson and to what degree?

MS. NELSON: Third, Your Honor, I believe, which
is up to fifteen. 1

THE COURT: Up to fifteen. C?ou've‘explaineA)to
Mr. -- you and Mr. Adducci then have explained to
Mr. Merritt the(éature of these benaltiesx the elements
involved with these offenses and all his constitutional
rights?

MS. NELSON: We have, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Do you agree with his decision to
plead?

MS. NELSON: I do, Your Honor. I respect that he's
taking responsibility for what happened and I agree with
his decision to plead.

THE COURT: Okavy. From your(investigatioﬁ}of the
facts and the(éllegations involveé)in this incident, do
you believe that the State possesses sufficient credible
_evidence to prove Mr. Merritt's guilt at trial beyond a
reasonable doubt and that if you were tToO proceed to

trial his conviction would be likely?




MS.

THE

NELSON: Yes, Your Honor.

COURT: Mr. Merritt, if you would just raise

your right hand as best you can.

(Whereupon, Darell Anthony Merritt was duly sworn by

the Court.)

THE
THE
THE
THE
THE
THE
THE
THE
THE
THE
THE
past?

THE

COURT: You are Darell Anthony Merritt?
DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

COURT: Mr. Merritt, how old are you, sir?
DEFENDANT: 55.

COURT: And how far did you go in school?
DEFENDANT: [Eenth grade.)

COURT: Did you ever get your GED or pursue --
DEFENDANT: - No, sir.

COURT: <§€>technical educationg

DEFENDANT: (Shakes head.)

COURT: What kind of work have you done in the

DEFENDANT: I've done landscaping just about

all my life. I draw disability now.

THE

COURT: And what's the nature of your

(}isability§

THE

THE

THE

cataract

DEFENDANT: My back and being blind.
COURT: All right. Are you blind in both eyes?
DEFENDANT: I'm blind in my left and I got a

on my right.
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THE COURT: Ckay. So I assume you're legally
blind?

THE DEFENDANT: (Legally blind) ? ¢

| THE COURT: Mr. Merritt, you can and
2 -
é THE DEFENDANT: 7@ I‘m@_literate>

4 THE COURT: All right. Mr. Merritt, have you ever

¥ been treated for any(mental illness issug§>or any(;ental]

Cgroblem%>of any kind that you're aware o0f?

L~ THE DEFENDANT: I went to the(ﬁospital a couple>of

L~ . .
lees>
THE COURT: For what?

L THE DEFENDANT: /Trying to commit suicide.>

THE COURT: Okay. Was there a diagnosis made by

" the doctors? Did they give you any sort of diagnosis

/
or was it simply depression?

14
1
i THE DEFENDANT: E[t was depression‘}

17 THE COURT: All right. And were you taking any
18 medication -- are you taking any medication now?
@/ THE DEFENDANT: I was taking a(bunch of medicine)

@T/The doctors @erked me off)it; @ortab)(\/aliumb@(anax}and
)ﬁé}/xéxycodoneb‘tbey cut me cold-turkey off,)and I still

/ . -
(22 @elieve that's what &ausea me to do (something)of this

L -
(23E<naturi>
e

THE COURT: all right. But that was back around

(3/;/November 29th of 201272
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THE DEFENDANT: (Nods head.)

THE COURT: I need you to answer out loud because
she has to write down everything.

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Are you on any medication today?

) THE DEFENDANT: I am.

THE COURT: What medication?

THE DEFENDANT: I'm taking Celexa, 30 milligrams,
for depression.

THE COURT: Does the Celexa dope you out or --

THE DEFENDANT: It mellows me -- it mellows me out.

THE COURT: It mellows you out, but it doesn't
cause you to be sedated or anything?

THE DEFENDANT: No.

THE COURT: You understand what's going on here
teday? |

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Ms.(%elso?> No concerns about mental

<E}alth issﬁes or anythian)
MS. NELSON: Your Honor, we've -- I've had him

~evaluated, (éellev§>that he 1s competent based on --

based on(Dr Schwartz-wWatt' s<gp1nlon, and I can go<:?t5>
that more when we (talk to you in mltigz?T3§3 -

THE COURT: Very good. Mr. Merritt, again, I'm

told that you want to plead guilty to the cffense of
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7

murder and the offense of arson; is that correct?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: The murder charée carries a minimum of
30 years, a maximum of life. Do you understand that,
sir?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Additionally, you have to serve that

$ (day for daD It's classified as a wviolent and most

9
10
11

@
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

serious offense. Do you understand?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: If I gave you the minimum, you're
looking at 30 years; do you understand?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. 7 W

L WV
] THE COURT: There are(go negotiationé)or

Gegommendationi)in this case, so I could give you
30 years, I could give you life on that charge or I
could do anything in between; 40 years, 45 years. It's
entirely up to me. Do you understand, sir?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: On the arson charge, third degree
carries up to 15 years. Do yoﬁ understand that, sir?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Now, Mr. Merritt, how do you want to
plead to these charges?

THE DEFENDANT: Guilty.




10

10

11

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

THE COURT: What I'm gonna do is I'm gonna ask the
Solicitor to give me the facts, okay? When he's done
speaking, I'm gonna ask if you agree that that's what
happened, so please pay very close attention to what
he's saying, okay, sir?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Go ahead.

MR. STUMBO: Your Honor, Assistant Solicitor White
has worked this case from the beginning. I'm gonna let
her give Your Honor the facts in this case.

THE COURT: Sure. Ms. White?

MS. WHITE: Thank you, Your Honor. Your Honor,

or about @ovember 29> QOZLZ,>

v

this incidepf occurred o
12 n? which is in
' -]

| I,

n
2

Greenwood County. It originaily came in as an ADT
fire alarm call to dispatch. They dispatched the
fire department. The fire department arrived, found
a trailer that waé on firé. They were able to
extinguish the fire and upon looking around the
residence found a white female deceased behind the
bed in the bedroom.

They.withdrew from the residence and called law
enforcement in. Law enforcement arrived, EMS arrived.
They found that she was deceased and that she had

sustained two what appeared to bd wounds. The

QQfSkO*' GNMJ <SENTSikc¥-Pc”L¢$
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victim in the case is Lisa Merritt. She was 46 years
old at the time. She lived at the residence with(ber
husband> Mr. Merritt.

Just a little bit of background on Ms. Merritt.,
She operated on about a(teé or(éleven—yeaﬁ—old(@entai>

level. She was Q?ceiving services\ from theCﬁurton\

/{éentegl She was also hearing impaired. She couldn't

~- I think was legally deaf, Your Honor. She was taken

for an<§§£§§€§> The pathologist found that the cause

of death were two potentially fatal wounds. I'm not

~

(Eure which one(égased her death. The first was a wound

to her chest, a(§hotgun blas@ to the chest, and then
one in the head, Your Honor. ‘SPE-“G-'\"S No¥ BLJ‘QA'%

Around the same time that officers were on the
scene investigating this, a call came in from -- again,
from Greenwood Dispatch. Mr. Merritt had gone to his
brother's residence, Michael Merritt, who's with him
here today, and told Mr. Michael Merritt and his
girlfriend, Ms. Paratano (ph.), that he had killed his
wife. And at first they didn't believe him, but he
told them that he had shot her twice and then thrown
the shotgun into a river.

They called Greenwood Dispatch and arranged to
bring Mr. Merritt back and met with law enforcement

in Honea Path. Mr. Merritt was turned over to law
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g

enforcement officers there and he did give a confession
to law enforcement; said that he had shot his wife
twice in the bedroom as she was getting ready for bed
and then he took a match and lit the bedding on fire.
Your Honor, shortly after the residence was turned
back over to the family. Her family -- Ms. Merritt had
had a dog, a sméll dog, and they were looking around
for the dog and couldn't find him. Eventually her
uncle was able to find the dog. He was wrapped in a
towel and stuffed behind a toilet where his skull had
been crushed{ which i1s the basis for the cruelty to
animals charge that's being dismissed.(bbjé{ﬂi%%i&gir

_ Sheul
Your Honor, he does have a é}iminal history\that I

can share with the Courtv at the Also,
I do believe the victim's family wishes to address the
court at the appropriate time.

THE COURT: All right. I'll be happy to hear from
the victim's family after I'vecgécepted the ple%) if I
could, but would you go ahead and share with me the
criminal history involved here, please.

' MS. WHITE: Yes, sir. In 1976, he has a public
disorderly conduct, 1979 a disorderly conduct, 1983
malicious injury to real property, 1983 a stealing
conviction. He received a prbbationary sentence for

that, Your Honor. In 1983, attempted arson; received a
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Ogsechion Shoad  beed MAdE €

concurrent probationary sentence on that charge. 1In
1985, an attempted arson. Excuse me, Your Honor. I
 think that's a -- he was revoked on his probation in

X

1985. He has a DUI from 1993 and another arson

conviction from 1993 where he received ten years

suspended to five active with five years probation,

\

and another public disorderly conduct in 1999.

THE COURT: All right. But nothing since 19897

MS. WHITE: No, sir.

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Merritt, you've heard
what the State alleges happened out at -- I presume this
was your house in Bradley, on November 29th of 2012. Is
that what happened, sir?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. Sort of.

THE COURT: All right. What do you disagree with?

THE DEFENDANT: Gdon't agree'wit}D-— I know I shot

her and I know I've got to be punished for it, but it

e

wasn't meant to be. It never crossed my mind to hurt
my wife. I loved her as well with my heart and I
worshipped that woman.

THE COURT: All right. Well, I understand your
position, Mr. Merritt, but the State on the charge
involving your wife basically alleges that you did

willfully, with ma%ic§>aforethoug§£> kill Lisa by means

>
of shooting her and that she did die as a proximate
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1 result thereof. Is it your desire to plead guilty to
2 this charge?
3 THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.
4 THE COURT: All right. You don't dispute the fire
5 or the cause of the fire, do you, sir?
6 THE DEFENDANT: No.
@H THE COURT: r(Now, Mr. Merritt, I need to(review)

with you(éertain fights that you're giving up by
pleading guilty. At any time you have a question
about anything I say, I want you to stop me, okay?
THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.
THE COURT: Stop me and I'll give you as much
time as you want to to talk to either Mr. Adducci or
Ms. Nelson, okay, sir?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

| “0 THE COURT: WNow, first of all, Mr. Merritt,@
©

(Enderstan?)that obviously we are ln.ﬁfurens County)

today, we're not inm 72 LAC,\( ofF Suejﬁc,\—%
5 TEMateg APRSovAN

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. Y JuRisddl JuR.stvenN
® s - e

THE COURT: You have the right to have this matter

heard:mléieenwood County because)that's where the@éi&?%
is alleged to have (taken place. You can go forward with
your plea today, but you have to@iEEEE:EEEE§>and allow

it to be heard here in )} Are you okay to do

that, sir? LAC.\/\ Qf SQ}D‘JEQL Q/\AHQ,L ,:YU.Q;SJ"‘&\).)OM
d.d Cowseh Efplrn Vemve T2
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THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.
THE COURT: All right. Additionally, Mr. Merritt,

you realize you do not have to plead guilty, you could

have a jury trial in this case. Do you understand that,
Sir? = 9 /'vJAS
N wheee CRME T Sy

(" THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. Comr

\L THE COURT: The jury trial would take place in

CEreenwood. During the course of that trial, you and
your attorneys would help pick twelve people from
Céieenwood Countz}who would be the jury. They would sit
in the jury box and the State would have the burden of
proving your guilt beyond a reasonable doubt to all
twelve of their satisfaction. Do you understand?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All twelve of them would have to agree
that you were guilty of this before you could be
convicted in any way. Eleven to one, that won't work.
All twelve have to agree that you're guilty of this.

Do you understand, sir?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: The way the State would try to go
about meeting this burden is they would call their
witnesses to testify against you. One by one they
would come forward, they'd take the witness stand,

they'd be placed under cath and you and your attorneys
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would have a chance to see, confront and cross-examine
those witnesses. You could ask them any question that's
relevant to any issue involved in this case. Do you
understand, sir?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And at trial you have no burden of
proof. The burden of proof always is on the State of
South Carolina to pfove your guilt beyond a reasonable
doubt. If you wanted to, however, you could call your
own witnesses to testify. If those witnesses did not
want to come to court, you could subpoena them and force
them to come to court. Do you understand, Mr. Merritt?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Additionally, if you wanted to testify,
you would be free to dorthat. Understand that nobody
could force you to testify in any case where you're a
criminal defendant. Do you understand?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: That's your Fifth Amendment right
against self-incrimination. That means that I couldn't
force you to take the stand, your attorneys couldn't,
the State couldn't. That would be a personal right that
only you can waive. Do you understand?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: But if you wanted to, you would
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certainly be entitled to testify. You'd be subject to
the same rules of cross-examination as pretty much any
other witness,. So if you decided you didn't want to
testify, I would instruct the jury that they couldn't
hold that against you, they couldn't even talk about
it in the jury room. Do you understand, Mr. Merritt?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Mr. Merritt, that's your Fifth
Amendment right against self-incrimination. By
pleading guilty, obviously you waive that right
because you're admitting to me that you did commit
these crimes. Do you understand, sir?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Additionally, at trial you would be
presumed innocent. The way a presumption of innocence
works 1is very simple, Mr. Merritt. Right now in the

eyes of the law you're not guilty of. these crimes

- s
because I haven't accepted your plea yet and you still

have not been convicted at trial obviously, so right
now in the eyes of the law you're innocent of these
charges. Do you understand, sir?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: If you plead guilty though, you waive
your presumption of innocence. Additionally,

Mr. Merritt, by pleading guilty you're éévinq>your

' WAL
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right to present any defenses you might have to this
charge. (E've got no way of knowin%)if you have any

defenses or not. I'm sure that's G;mwthin§>that<gliiz>

discussed with your attorneys; is that right??

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. |

THE COURT: Although it's not a defense, I mean,
one thing that your attorney could try to do at trial
is é@nvince the jury this 1is a(iplunta%y manélaughte%}
case; that you killed Lisa in a[}udden heat of passioi}
because of some argument or some fight. Do you
understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir, but I wasn't -- can I say
something?

THE COURT: Sure.

THE DEFENDANT: It wasn't =-- it wasn't an argument.
We never(ﬁardly ever fussed) I<§ever abuse&)her or
nothing. V

THE COURT: All right. 1
‘i} (98. NELSON:) We have(}alked about this> If there

had been something like that, that that would -- we've

had several discussions about the(ﬁifferencé between

) murder and(&oluntary manslaughter) Your Honor. .,

(fHE COURT:) And while we're on that topic, I'm

assuming that you' ve(gxplored the pOSSlblllti}Of ’

-

(yoluntary 1ntox1cat105)or anoluntary 1ntoxlcatloﬁ>o
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something along those lines?

(Ms. NELSON:) Yes, Your Honor, and I can tell you

more about that.)-9 dlA SL\E ?1‘ (9
& ’ °
THE COURT: All right. You understand though,

Mr. Merritt, the important thing is,. is whatever

4defense you ég}ii;}g{gg)to theschharges?Dif you have
——

one,(i?u understand that you're(waiving your(}igﬁ})to

<§£§E§E§>that defense by pleading guilty. Do you
. o
understand? A\\/u‘-
Wheae WO et
THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir. pre

THE COURT: @inally) 1 éeally @bn't kno@what

<évidence the(?tate\has against you) They've given me

a éfief>recitation of the facts. I don't know if you
gave a(E?nfessioﬁ)to the police, I don't know if they
séarched your person or your property, I don't know

if thevy had %:Eirrant for that seéiiib I don't know 1if
your(E}randa right5>were read to you if you gave a
confession, if you gave a confession. You understand

) though 1f you plead guilty you<§;I;;—;;:;\;:;;E:}o
é@ntesﬁBany of the(évidenc that the (State has againsED

<}o€> Do you understand, sir? Wher< ThHhE FideﬂAl
WauTe

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.
THE COURT: Finally, Mr. Merritt, you understand
that this is classified as a most sericus offense.

P

What that means is that after you get done serving the
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time that you're gonna have to serve on this if you
get out, or when you get out, if you're convicted
of another most serious offense like murder or
manslaughter, kidnapping, criminal sexual conduct,
things of that nature, 1f you're convicted of another
one of those crimes the State could seek life without
the possibility of parole against you. Do you
understand, sir? % Lf
2 (hetes FEQELA
THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir., i el

VWAHI *

THE COURT: I've<§iscussed)with you a number of
very important{constitutional rights) Are you sure you
want to give those rights up and plead guilty?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And you're happy with the State's

| | A g
discovery respoy ? S}Q.g\((ndck +(,S"\’

MS. @ELSO@: Yes, Your Honor. :s

THE COURT:<:§g;e you share%}that @}th Mr. Merrit€>
to the@‘tent)he’s@antec@or@eeded} to €ee it?>

MS. I have, Your Honor.7

THE COURT: Mr. Merritt, I've got a couple of
questions about how your attorneys have represented
you and how you feel about their representation, okay?
Are you satisfied with the help that Mr. Adducci and
Ms. Nelson have given you?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, I am, sir.
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