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Shirley C. Robinson, Administrative Law Judge S

Appellate Case No. 2015-000797

Deonta L. Brinston,.......ooiiii i e e Respondent,

South Carolina Department of Criminal Justice...............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii Appellant.

" PROOF OF SERVICE

+

I certify that I have served the Notice of Appeal on the Administrative Law Court by
depositing a copy of it in the United States Mail, postage prepaid, on April 10, 2015, addressed
to The Honorable Shirley C. Robinson, Administrative Law Court 1205 Pendleton Street, Suite
224, Columbia, South Carolina 29201.

Moreover, the Notice of Appeal was filed by the Administrative Law Court with a filing
date of April 10, 2015. I received a return receipt for this mailing on April 15, 2015 and received
the clocked copy of the Notice of Appeal filed with the Administrative Law Court on April 16,
2015.

April 22,2015

Bar #72052

5400 Broad River Road
Columbia, South Carolina 29212
(803) 896-7414

(803) 896-8347 (fax)

Attorney for Appellant



. sn . > April 22, 2015

The HonorabléJenny:Abbott Kitchings

Clerk, South-Carolina-Court of Appeals ‘EC ,
Post Office-Box 11629 .. MQR ’2,425\5
Columbla South Carolma 29211 ‘

The Honorable Shlrley C Robmson SG Co
Administrative Law Court

1205 Pendleton Street, Suite 224

Columbia, South Carolina 29201

RE: Deonta L. Brinston, Respondent v. South Carolina Department of Criminal Justice,

Appellant
Case No. 2015-000797

Dear Ms. Kitchings:

Enclosed for filing is proof of service of the notice of appeal on the Administrative Law Court as
requested in Ms. Kitchings letter dated April 20, 2015.

[ have enclosed an extra copy of this proof of service for my records, along with a postage
prepaid envelope. Please return the extra copy to me with the clocked in stamp.

A1, §7. 2%
Dol LT Brandy A. Diincan, Chief General Counsel
Bar #72052
5400 Broad River Road
Columbia, South Carolina 29212
(803) 896-7414
(803) 896-8347 (fax)
Attorney for Appellant

' Other Counsel of Record

".'..'.'{Candy M Kern Fuller Esqu1re
i+ Upstate:Iaw:Group, LLC
+% £2200-East:-Main Street
Easley, South Carolina 29640-2073
(864) 855-3114
(864) 855-3446 (fax)
Attorney for Respondent

5400 BROAD RIVER ROAD / COLUMBIA, SC 29212-3540 / PHONE: (803) 896-7777 / FAX: (803) 896-7776



| FILED

02013
THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA APR 10 2613

@Efg‘ﬁ,ﬁ In The Court of Appeals SC ADMIN. LAW COURT

oR 9 4 'N\S APPEAL FROM THE ADMINISTRATIVE LAW COURT
N

C q d 0’( P‘ppea\s Shirley.C. Robinson, Administrative Law Judge CO PY
5G Lo

Case No. 14-ALJ-30-0540-AP

Deonta L. Brinston, Respondent,
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South Carolina Criminal Justice Academy, i Appellant.
NOTICE OF APPEAL

South Carolina Criminal Justice Academy appeals the decision of the Honorable Shirley
C. Robinson dated March 18, 2015. Appellant received a copy of this decision on March 18,

2015.
April 10, 2015 Z

BFandy A. Duncan, Chief General Counsel
5400 Broad River Road

Columbia, South Carolina 29212

(803) 896-7414

(803) 896-8347 (fax)

Attorney for Appellant

Other Counsel of Record:

Candy M. Kern-Fuller, Esquire
Upstate Law Group, LLC

200 East Main Street

Easley, South Carolina 29640-2073
(864) 855-3114

(864) 855-3446 (fax)

Attorney for Respondent
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R RCONPLE TERTHIS SECTION ‘DEbIERY

o Complete items 1., 2, and 3. Also complete’
ifem 4 iIf Restricted Delivery is desired.
B Print.your name and address on the reverse
so that we'can return the card to you.
@ Attach this card to the back of the mailpiece,
" or on the front if space permlts

A. ngnature N
- O Agent
&?{ [ Addressee
e|v y ( Printed Name) C Date of Delivery

m, ane Snell,

O Yes -

1. Amcle Addressed to:

The Honorable Shirley C. Robinson

Administrative Law Court
1205 Pendleton Street, Suite 224
Columbia, South Carolina 29201

D.Is dehvery address different from itefn 17
"1t YES, enter delivery address below: -~ [ No
3. Service Type
&ertiﬁed Mail . 0 Express Mail
O Registered D Return Receipt for. Merchandise
O Insured Mail  [J C.0.D.
4. Restncted Dehvery? (Exrra Fee) [] Yes

2. Article Number .
(Transfer from service label)
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PS Form 38171, February 2004

" Uniep StateS Pl Vice First-Class Mail
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, A - P
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[l ¥ ] i ]

Domestic Return Recelpt

° Sender: Please prlnt your name, address, and ZIP+4 in thls box ©

S.C. Criminal Justlce Acedemy
5400 Broad River Road
Columbia, South Carolina 29212
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
- ADMINISTRATIVE LAW COURT

SC ADMIN. LAW COURT

Deonta L. Brinston, ) Docket No. 14-ALJ-30-0540-AP

Appellant, RE CEEVE

VS.

South Carolina Department of Criminal

Justice, Sq) COUIT Of APPGalS

Respondent. )
)
STATEMENT OF THE CASE

This matter is before the Administrative Law Court (“the ALC” or “the Court”) for an
administrative appeal pursuant to section 1-23-600(D) of the South Carolina Code (Supp. 2014).
In this matter, Deonta L. Brinston (“Appellant”) appeals the South Carolina Department of
Criminal Justice Academy’s (“the Academy’s”) final decision permanently denying him
certification as a law enforcement ofﬁcer due to substance abuse. After Appellant filed his
Notice of Appeal, the Academy filed a Motion to Dismiss pursuant to ALC Rule 33, alleging the
Notice of Appeal was not timely filed. Appellant filed a Response to the motion to which the
Academy filed a Reply.i After reviewing the parties’ filings, this Court ‘found the Notice of
Appeal was timely filed and served and denied the Academy’s motion to dismiss. On the merits,
I reverse the Academy’s final decision because the Academy’s decision was arbitrary and
capricious and characterized by an abuse of discretion and substantial evidence does not support
the Academy’s determination.

BACKGROUND

Appellant was formerly employed by the Anderson County Shefiff s Office as é deputy.
In early 2014, Appellant was going through a divorce and custody battle. On April 2, 2014,
Appellant’s soon-to-be ex-wife, reported to the Anderson County Sheriff’s Office via a phone
call that Appellant and another deputy were using illegal steroids. No formal written complaint
was filed. On April 9, 2014, as a result of the report, the Anderson County Sheriff’s Office
required Appellant and the other deputy to take a specialized urine-based drug test for steroids at
AnMed Laboratory Services in Anderson County. On April 24, 2014, the test results showed

Appellant and the other deputy tested positive for Methandienone. Appellant also tested positive
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ettt Respondent,

South Carolina Criminal Justice Academy,............cooviiiiiiiiiiiiii Appellant.

I certify that I have served the Notice of Appeal on Deonta L. Brinston by depositing a
copy of it in the United States Mail, postage prepaid, on April 10, 2015, addressed to his attorney
of record, Candy M. Kern-Fuller, Esquire, Upstate Law Group, LLC, 200 East Main Street,
Easley, South Carolina 29640.

April 10, 2015

B'r\fandy A. Duncan, Chief General Counsel
5400 Broad River Road

Columbia, South Carolina 29212

(803) 896-7414

(803) 896-8347 (fax)

Attorney for Appellant
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( Brandy Duncan, Chief General Counsel :
S.C, Criminal Justice Academy !
5400"Broad River Road b
Columbia, South Carolina 29212 ,
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The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings
. Clerk, South Carolina Court of Appeals
Post Office Box 11629
Columbia, South Carolina 29211
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