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THE COURT: Are you Pendral Coakley?

THE DEFENDANT: - Yes.

THE COURT: Please swear in the defendant.

PENDRAL COAKLEY,
having been duly sworn, testifies as follows:.

THE -COURT: Has the victim been notified?

MS.. .FORD: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Is there any restitution?

MS. FORD: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Sir, you are here to plead guilty on
indictment 2013-GS-38-1125. The State is allowing you to
plead to burglary second degree under the violent provision.
You are waiving presentment to the Grand Jury. You've
initialed the sentencing sheet indicating that you waive
preséntment; isAthat correct? |

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Sir, do you understand what the
indication of violent means to you for your placement in and
your length of sentence?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Tell me in your own words, to the best
of your ability, what that means.

THE DEFENDANT: Like, violent and -- nonviolent(
you can move through the system going to minimum work

release, but on violent, you really can't do that.
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THE COURTf And yop‘understand you are ente;ing‘
into a blea to\a‘violent charge?" |
" 'THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.
THE COURT: And youlstill wish for me to accept
this plea? | |
THE bEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.
THE CQURT: You do not havé'to plead guilty. By'-

pleading guilﬁy, you are dJgivindg up certain rights: Your

right to a Jjury trial; your right to Have a jury determine

your -guilt beyond a reasonablé doubt based upon the evidence

the State presents, as well as any evidence you may

. introduce; your right against self-incrimination; your right

to say nothing at all; yOur right to confrbﬂt'ahd‘be‘
confronted by tﬁé witﬁesses,against you; as well as the
right to cail withesses on your béhalf.

By pleéding guilty here today].QQu give uﬁ any
defense that yoﬁAmay have to this charge.v'Détyoﬁ understand
tﬁose rights? |

THE QEFENDANT: Yes;.ma;am.

‘ THE CQbRT:. Andjdo you‘waive those rights.at this
fime? B |
' 'THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma’am.

THE COURT: Understénding'the cﬁarge £hat you are

facing, the possible punishment, aé weli as the cohsequences

of this plea, how"dé you plead to burglary in thé second



10

11
12
13

14

.15

16

17

18

19

20
21
22

23

24 .

25

degree under fhe violent provision? *

THE DEFENDANT: Guilty.

THE COURT: Are you pleading guilty because you, in
fact, are guilty?:

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Has anybody proﬁised you anything, -
thréatened you; forced you to plead guilty here today?

THE DEFENDANT: No;

THE COURT: Have you been satisfied with the
services of yoﬁr attorney?

THE DEFENDANT: Yeah.

THE COURT: Any complaints about the way he's

handled this case?

THE DEFENDANT: No, ma'am.

THE COQRT; You ha?e the right to appeal this plea
and the.;entence that I do impose, but you or your attorney
musﬁ.do'éo within 10 days; do you understand?

‘THE DEFENDANT: " Yes, ma'am.

THE_COU?T: Please listen to the facts.

Ms.,Eord.

MS;’beD: Thank you, Your.Honor. This incident
occurred June é9th, 2013, at l Boyer Road in Holly Hill
hefe in Orangeburg County. On that date, this defendant did
enter thé‘residence of the victim, Ms. Shanice Martin,

during the nighttime hours. Ms. Martin was in her bedroom.
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Heard some noises. Came out to the li?ing room.- - Checked

her door, kind of opened it to shut'it~again."This

- defendant entered her home at that'point. She ran out

another door and was»abie to go to a neighbor's houserand
call law enforqemeht;

When law enforcementta;rived, she was able to tell
them that she waSvfamiliar With§this individual, but wasn't
quite sure of the name. She iater’wasfable to givé law
enforcement the naMefof Ped#o or P. Coakley. They fan the
name through the system.' Aﬁd.she was given a photo linéup.
éhé was able to identify this defendant, Mr. Pedro

Coakléy —-— or Mr. Pendral Coakley, as the individual who

_entered her home dﬁring the nighttime‘hours on June 29th,

Your Honor.:

THE COURT: Any reéomméhdation?

MS. FORD: 10 years suspended to tﬁree years, Your
Honor. |

THE COURT: With probation to follow?

MR. STEVENS: OurApbsi%ién, Judge -- I apologize
for interjecting -- was that if the CQUrt'Was inclined to
impose»probafion, that wéuld be the Coﬁrt's decision. Leave
it'forAthe Court 'to decide.

"MS. FORD: Wé certainly would'be opposed to that,
Your Honor. That was just not ‘part of our recommendaﬁidn.

THE COURT: : The prior conViction'for assault with a
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deadly weapon -
| MS. FORD:. These are all from Massachusetts, Your

Honor.

VTHE COURT: Okay. Is-that what you did,
Mr. Coakley? |

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT:g_How do you know Ms. Martin? Do you
know Ms. Martin? . -

THE DEFENDANT: No, ma'am.

THE COURT: How did'you pick that house?

THE DEFENDANT: Just happened by, Jjust gone by and
it happened.

THE COURT? ‘Jﬁst driving~by and you decided or --
were you driving or walking?

THE DEFENDANT; Walking.

THE COﬁRT: Wefe you by yourself?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT:j Do you live close to that house?

THE DEFENDANT:‘ Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT; Did you walk by there before?

THE DEFENDANT:A Yeah.

THE COURf: And so you decided that you were going
to break in.at that time?

THE DEFENDANT; Yes, -ma'am.

THE COURT: What were yoﬁ intending to do?
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THE DEFENDANT: At the moment, I just wésn't
thinking at the right time. I wasn't in my mind.

THE COURT: Had you been drinking or using drugs?

THE DEFENDANT: No;'ma'am.

THE COURT: What were you going to do once you got
in the house?

THE DEFENDANT: Try to get some money or something.

THE COURT: Did‘yoﬁ know that that individual may
have money or something in the house?

THE DEFENDANT: No, ma'am.

THE COURT: Did yqu‘know éomebody'was in the house?

THE'DEFENDANT: No, ma'am.

THE COURT: Did yoﬁ’eVen think that to yourself,
that somebody méy bérin there?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: But you went ahead anyway?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: What if Ms. Martin had had a gun?

THE DEFENDANT: I could --

THE COQRT: I mean, I don't know if she‘did or not,
but she evidently did not use_it on you. Did you think
about that at all?

THE DEFENDANT: No, ma'am.

THE COURTf We would have a little different

scenario today, wouldn't we?
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THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: So tell me what was in that house or
the potential in that house that was worth your life?

‘THE DEFENDANT: Probably nothing that was worth my

life, Your Honor. |

THE COURT: I guarantee you there wasn't anything
in that house worth your life.A

When did these assaults occur?

THE DEFENDANT: Back in 2000.

THE COURT: How long have you been in South
Carolina?

THE DEFENDANT : In South Carclina, since the end
of ’09;

THE COURT: What brought you here?

THE DEFENDANT: I just come down here to just,
like, stay out of trouble.

THE COURT: Not working out so well for you, is it?

THE DEFENDANT: No.

THE COURT: What type of work do you do?

THE DEFENDANT: I was working at IGA in the meat
department.

THE COURT: In Holly Hill?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'ém.

THE COURT: Is that your choice of work? Is that

what you like to do?
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-THE DEFENDANTQ I actually had a couble of jobs. I
had working at the boat plant in Ridgeville. And I worked
at the schoolhouse over there in Beaufort doing janitorial
work. |

THE.COURT: Over where? -

THE DEFENDA&T: ,In‘BQaufort;

THE COURT: . Okay.

THE DEFENDANT: -And I had -- I worked at a cement

plant for a little while 'too.

THE COURT: I find a substantial factual basis for
your plea. - Your decision to plead guilty has been freely,
véluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently made. You've
indicated to the Court yoﬁ've had the advice 'and' counsel of
a competent attorney with whom you've told the Court you are
satisfied. I hereby accept your plea of guilty.

Mr. Stevens, I will be happy to hear from you.

MR. STEVENS: ' fhank you; Judge. .May it please the
Court. Mr. Pendral Coakley 'is 38 years of‘age. And he is.
married, Judge.l He has fiye children with his present wife.
They are ages 16, 13, 12, 2 and 8 months. In addition, his
wife has two otﬁer children that lives with her.from a prior
marriage; they are ages five and six. So it is a full house
and many mouths- to feed, Your Honor. He has been in Holly
Hill, and Beaufort before that, Judge, as you've heard from

his prior work record.
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Regarding his family, he does have some family in
the Beaufort area, including his grandmother, as well as two
of his sisters live in Beaufort area. He has another sister
who is a nursé that lives 1in Massachusetts, which is where
he's also spent some time in his life,AYour Honor.

Regarding his educational background, Judge, he
does have a high school ‘diploma. 2And he is not afraid of
work, although it appears. that work that he has had has not
been able to pay the bills to feed all seven mouths of the
children‘in the household, and his wife as well. He worked
at the IGA, as well as custodial service corporation called
GCA Services. He's also worked at Key West Boaté cutting

fabrics. And he's even told me that he works at Argo Cement

plant, or has in the past as well, cleanup there.

Judge, we recognize he does have some priors;
however, one is over a decade old from 2000. The other is
from 2005. 1I've spoken wifh my client. He says they are
kind of related as far as how those came about, even though
there appears to be a five-year gap when it comes to the
actual convictions, Judge.

Accordingly, Judge, based on the fact he does have
many obligations -- I would also like to add with this case,
we have been in éonversation, in negotiatibn with the State
for quite a long time. He has been in jail since, I

believe, July 9th, 2013, which means as of today, according
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to my calculation, it's approximately 228 days time served.

It's not a negative réflection on the State from what their

perspective was —-

| THE COURT: It's a very serious charge. Came in as
a bufglary first, which changed the complexion ofvthat.

MR. STEVENS: Indeed, it did. And we did also have
extensive independent investigation which did yield some
helpful results. And after those results came back, we were
in further negotiations with the State. And, accordingly,
Judge, we respectfully request that the Court accept the
State{s recommendatioﬁ of 10 years suspended to 3.

Thank you, Judge.

THE COURT: What do you want to tell me,

Mr. Coakley?

THE DEFENDANT: I'm just saying that I let my wife
and my kids down. I was out there trying to work and do the
rightlthing, but I just make the wrong choice at the.wrong
time. I'm sorry. I'm sorfy to the family, to the courts,
you know. And I wish my wife was here so I could tell her
I'm sorry too. I just got to deal with the fact -- just got
to face responsibility.

THE COURT: Mr. Coakley, tell me again, becaﬁse it
makes a difference to me when.I'm imposing sentence, you
understand you are facing 15 years in the Department of

Corrections?
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THE DEFENDANT: Uh-huh.

THE COURT: Yéu understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Tell me what was going through your
mind when you walked into that house or attempted to get
into that housé?

THE DEFENDANT: At that present time, Your Honor,
can't even say what was going through my mind. I just was
reacting, not thinking.

THE COURT: Where had you been?

THE DEFENDANT: I was just strolling down the
street, just walking downUthe road.

THE COURT: What time of day was it?

MS. FORD: I believe it was about two or three in
the morning, Your Honqr.

THE COURT: Strolling down the road at two in the
morning? Where had you been?

. THE DEFENDANT: I think I come from my house. I
don't even live too far from there.

THE COURT: And wﬁere were you headed?

THE bEFENDANT: I was actually just going for a
walk.

THE COURT: At two in the morning?

THE DEFENDANT: Yeah.

THE COURT: It was June, so summertime?

12
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DEFENDANT:" Yes, ma'am.

COURT:. And yoquust happéned upon this house

and decided to go in-?

THE

THE
thére?

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE.

need to know?

THE
THE
MR.

THE

DEFENDANT :. Yes,nma‘am.-

COURT: Without any-concern about who was in

DEFENDANT; No.

COURT: And you didn't know that indi&idﬁal?
DEFENDANT: No. |

COURT: You didn't know what was.in that house?
DEFENDANT;. Nope. -

COURT: Anything further, Mr.. Coakley, that I

DEFENDANT: No, ma'am,

COURT: Anything further, Mr. Stevens?

STEVENS: No, -Judge. Thank you.

COURT: Mr. Coakley, I can imagine nothing more

frightening than what that victim must have been going

through when

you were there in her house at whatever

darkness. And you can offer me no explanation as to what

you were doing other than some:nefarious‘reason'for you

being there.

It's the order of the Court on Indictment

2013-GS-38-1125 that you be committed .to the State

Department of Corrections for a term of eight‘Years; give
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you credit for 288 days. Good luck to you,
MS.. FORD: Thank you, -Your Honor.
MR. STEVENS: Thank you, Judge.

(Proceedings are concluded.)

sir.

14
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State v. Coakley = . 6/5/14
THE COURT: Are you Pendral Coakley?‘
MR. COAKLEY:»fes, ma’ am.
| THE COURT: Would you swear Mf. Coakley.

THE CLERK: Please raise your right hand.

(WHEREAS,‘Pendral Coakley was sworn

to tell the truth.)
THE CLERK: Thank you.
- THE COURT: Mr. Stevens, yourrepresent Mr. Coakley?
MR. STEVEN: T do, Your Honor.

THE COURT: And we’re here on your Motion to Withdraw

Plea or in the alternatively to reconsider the sentence that

I imposed upon.him on April 23, 2914; is that correct?
MR. STEVENS: That is cdrrect; Judge.
THE CCURT::DO you want to go forward on this motion?
MR. STEVENS: If it’s‘possible, Judge -= first of all,
yes, we do, but if it’'s poséibleAwe’d like to addresé the
question of reconsidering sentence before the question of
éur Motion to Withdréw..
. THE QOURT:‘Okay; .Thank you.
. Ms; Ford, have you contacted the'victim?

MS. FORD: Your Honor, we’ve beenvin touch with the

victim ‘and she was not able to be here today.

THE COURT: All right. And you’'re ready to go forward on

this motion, today?

MS. FORD: Yes, Your Honor.
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State v. Coakley | 6/5/14" . 4

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Stevens, I’'1ll be happy to
hear from you. |

MR. STEVENS: -Thank you, Judge. As the Court is aware
we were here previously, April 23, 2014 for General Sessions
term of court when Pendral Coakley pled guilty to burglary
second degree, violent. The agieement With the staﬁe was
for a recommended sentence of fhree years or 10 suspended to
three, and after colloquy with Mr. Coakley the Court decided
to impose a‘sentence of eight years rather than the
recommended three. I’ve spoken with.Mr. Coakley and he
would like me.to go ahead and explain to you how we aétually’
got to the‘recommended sentenceé of three. So I dQ havéa
permissidn to disclose that. Quite necessarily we did some
extensive investigation.. We actually aid'have several
witnesses who had an affidavit for alibi that were |
completely out of the county at the time.' Based updnlfhe:
relative strength of our defense we didrreéntef negofiétions
with the state. The state from their'prospective'andvthéir
position did agree that‘three.years would be the best
resolution to the case, recommended sentence of three years.
That is what brought us -- we were sure if the Court was
aWaré of the procedural nature beforehand, before we had a
chance to get in front of you:. Obviously, the other concern
wasAperhaps Mr. Coakley‘dia not éresent very well to the

Court and if the Court would have to liké to make further
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State v. Coakley ~ 6/5/14
inquiry as far as not excuses whatsoever of what occurred,
but perhaps by way of explanation of how and why he actually

got into that situation if you’ll feel more comfortable

about it. He is obviously willing to go ahead and have a

conversation with the Court about that again today.

THE COURT: All right. What are you requesting for me to
do, go along with the recommendation?

| MR. STEVENS: First and foremost, yes, Judge. If it’s

possible please to go along with. the recommendation the
sentence of the state, 10 suspended to 3. Obviously, we’d
like there to be a probationary component even though that
wasn’t eXpressly stated by the state. That, in our viéw,'
would have him be where he is, whiéh is up the road,'énd '
also have fime hangiﬁg dver.his head and also have him be on
probation.for a period of time if the Court is williﬁé to
make>sure he does stay on the straight and narrow.

Our position obVioﬁsly is that this wouidAbe in the
best interest of justice, number one. Number two, if the
Court is not ameﬁable to that then a sentence less thaﬁ:

eight which was imposed is obviously something we’d also

request.
THE COURT: Remind me of his -- I apologize. This is
one of the reasons why I do the -- because this was set and

I didn’t have time to go back to my drawer and get the forms

SO —-=
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State v. Coakley  6/5/14
MR. STEVENS: Yes, Judge.

MS. FORD:'Your Honor, it appéars that most of his

convictions are out of state convictions from.Massachusetts.

It appears that there was én assault and battery with a
dangerous»weépoﬂ,.an'éssauit.with a dangerous weapon for"
which he was convicted. |

MR. STEVENS: That was 2005, ‘I believe.

- MS. fORD; It appearé there was an armed robbefy from
2000. It appéars ﬁhere'was'also -- it’'s possible‘tﬁere was
a Conviétion'for ésséult and battery'on‘a police Offi¢er.
Itﬁs~listed‘on'the“cycle with the armédvrobbery,.sozl don’t
know if they were combined, Your Honor. Looks like theré
was a conviction from‘2005 of a possessidn of cécaiﬁe with
intent to distribute‘by means of a dangerous weapon. .A
copviction —— looks like 2010, assaulf ahd_battery, Your

Honor. That appears to be tﬁe extent of the recordl_As I

indicated this is from Massachusetts.vASoutH‘Carolina -

doesn’t appear that he'doesn’t have any conviétions in the
state of South Caroliﬁé.

MR. STEVENS: And Judge,'forvSéveral of those charges,
I’d iike toipoint'§ut*that there is no diséosition or
conviction on those, specifically the 2010 charge. I don’t
see any disposition specifically a conviction for the;2005
assault by meahs’of a dahgérous weapon or the drug charge.

I do not see any conviction whatsoever.
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State v. Coakley ., 6/5/14
MS. FORD: Your Honor, there’s clearly f_'
THE COURT: That’s okéy. It’s just so I'm clear, he
pled guilty;‘right?
MR. STEVENS: Yes, Judge.
" THE COURT:‘Dﬁringvmy colloquy I always go over'éll of

the constitutional rights. Did I advise your client that he

.would be giving up any defense which would be the alibi

defense?
MR. STEVENS: Yes, Judge, I do believe so.
THE COURT: And during that collogue prior to did you —-

did you advise him that that’s what would be occurring, that

_he would give up any defense --

MR. STEVENS: Yes, Judge.
, THE COURT: —-- by pleading guilty?

MR. STEVENS: It-was a total waiver of anything we could

do or present at trial.

THE COURT: Okay. Mr.’Coakley you pled guilfy in fronf
of mé; is that éorrect?,

MR. COAKLEY: fes, ma’ am.

THE COURT: And do you remember thaﬁ I advised you that
it was mereiy a recommendation and ‘that I didn’t have to go
along with thét; do you remember that?

MR. COAKLEY: Yes, ma’am.

THE COURT: And did you also“ﬁave discussions with your

attorney prior to entering'into this plea and that by
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entering into this plea you weré waiving any defense,
possible alibi defense or ‘any other defense that you may
have to discharge?
~MR. COAKLEY: Yes, ma’am.

THE COURT: And did you understand those conversations
with Mr. Stevens?

MR. COAKLEY: Yes, ma’am.

THE COURT: And do you recall me advisihg,you of that
very same thiné before YOu entered into the plea®

MR.VCOAKLEYQ‘Yes, ma’ am. | |

THE COURT: And so you understood before you entered
iﬁté the blea'that you wbuld be waiving any of.those
defenses that you may have; is that correct?

" MR. COAKLEY: Yes, ma’am.

THE COURT: And Mr. Cbakley I remember that you
indicated that you did go into that home during the pléé?:
| MR. COAKLEX: Yes, ma’am.

THE COﬁRT: Is that still your position here today.that
you entered into that home? -

MR. COAKLEY: Yes, ma’am.

THE COURT: And you told me recall what you told me why
you entered into that home?A ‘ |

MR. COAKLEY: At the time, i told you I went for a walk
and I just happened to go into the house.

THE COURT: What were you inteﬁding to do in that house,
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do you . know?

MR. COAKLEY: I actually --

THE COURT: Do you remember what you told me?

MR. COAKLEY: I canft remember exactly what I told you,
but at the time I was just -- I was under the influence and
we was going through some things; me and my wife, because we
was in the process of getting evicted out of our house. I
was just trying to make a quick come up to be able to put us
somewhere else without my kids having -to be on the street or
something.

THE COURT: Is there ahyfhing you wish to tell me, Mr.
Coakley? . '

MR. COAKLEY; As far as the situation that happened?

THE COURT: The purpose of todéy, your attofﬁey has
filed a motion asking me to reconsider the sentence that'i'
imposed upon you. |

MR. COAKLEY: Yes, ma’am.

THE COURT: Is there anything about that that ybu'wisﬁ
to tell me before I enter into my decisioﬁ?

MR. COAKLEY: I would like you to fecénsider due to'thé”
fact I left my wife and my kids out there. I know I ﬁade a
mistake and I regret I did it. I don’t want my wife out
there —- I don’t want to leave her-out there struggling and
going what she going through right now. We got seven kids.

She by herself and I should be there with her helping out.
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THE COURT: Yes, you should, Mr. Coakley.

Was the.victim at

MS. FORD: Yes, ma’
THE COURT: If I recall, the way Mr. Coakley deécfibes
it here today is that he was just out for a walk. It was
very early or very late, but in the middle of the night.

MS. FORD: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: depending on how you look at .things early or
late; but about 2:00 in the morning.

MS. FORD: 2:00, yes, ma’am.

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Coakley, I’m doing this all "~

from memory. I didn’t
MR. COAKLEY: Yes,

MR. STEVENS: Yes,

THE COURT: Do you

MR. COAKLEY:- Yes,
THE COURT: Do you
MR. COAKLEY: Yes,

THE COURT: Why do

MR. COAKLEY: Because_you have knowledge of what I have

told you.
THE COURT: Do you

a year?

MR. COAKLEY: I don’t know, but I know you do a lot.

THE COURT: I do a

ma’am.

lot. And so I know —-- I'm telling

6/5/14 : ‘ 10

home?

am.

pull the traﬁscripts.
ma’am.
ma’ am.

know what that means?
know why I shared that with you?

ma’am.

you think I shared that with you?

know how many pleas I probably do in
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you I remember you. Thét’s why I'm sharing that with you,
because that was one of the most frightening pleas that I
took, because a person has the right to bé safe in their own
homes.

MR. COAKLEY: Yes, ma’am.

THE COURT: I think you and I had talked about that you
knew, at_least knew who lived in that home; right?

MR. COAKLEY: Yes, ma’am.

THE COURT: We had a discussion thét that-person
probably would have given you food for your children if
would ask, that there were resources available and you made
the decision at 2:00 in the morning to be intoxicated on
whatever substance and gb into sémebédy’s home. That;s what
I meaﬁt.Mr. Coakley. - |

Mr. Stevens, 1’11 be happen to hear from you.

MR. STEVENS: Thank you,‘Judge. I have not yet heard of
the sbecific circumstances what lead to that. I have every
inclination that it’s actually faken to this point to
actually say that.lPersonaily, as a father myself, it is
hard to —-

THE COURT: Oh, I remeﬁber. He told me himself.

MR. STEVENS: Yes, ma’ am. |

THE COURT: He told me everythiqg.

MR. STEVENS: Yeé[ ma’am. I'm saying what he’s saying

to the Court today I had not heard that yet up until very
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recently and today. I have no doubt that it is challenging
for folks to acknowledge they’ve having difficulty being
head of household and father. That said, he has come to
Court: he is acknowledging what. he has doné is absolutely
wrong. On top of that, he hés given -- I’'m not saying by way
of ‘excuse but by way of explanation for what’s occurred and
why. Based upon these reasons and showings, as well as, for
the reasons the state made the recommendations in fhe first
place, we would respectfully'request that the Court‘feduce
his sentence, either A to conform with the recommended
sentence by the state or B, if the Court is uncomfortable
with that, then something still less that the sentence you
imposed.' | |

THE COURT: What’s the state’s position?'

MS. FORD: Your Honor, it would be the state’s posifion
that the fact that the Court did nét‘accept our -
recommendation certainly does affect the Validity of this
plea. He pled guilty to a violent offense, burglary second,
violent, which carries up to ld years which is wellfWitﬁiﬁ 
the statutory limitations of that. So it would be the-
state’s position that that would be an appropriate sentence
in this matter. |

THE COURT: Let me héar from you th, if I doﬁ’t'reduce
the sentence, I should allow you to withdraw this plea?

MR. STEVENS: I do apologize. If it’s possible to
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please first get a ruling for that, because that will inform
our position when it comes to the Motion to Withdraw. I've

already spoken to Mr. Coakley about that. If we can get a

. ruling on that, first, it’s definitely going.to inform the

position on whether to withdraw or not. Up to this point,
it doesn’t look like it’s likely, however --

THE COURT: Based upon what -- and again Mr..StéVens you
know probably better than anyone;else in this room except
for me how many bleas that I do.

MR. STEVENS: Yes, ma’am.

THE COURT: How intactfui the colloguy with Mr.iCoakley'J
and the facts that were presented. I did take into‘- o
consideration the recommendation of the state, but I also
toék into consideratioﬁ in‘fashiohing that sentence that I
did not think, first of all, that it was appropriate at any
pbint for probation, that it needed to be an active
sentence.

MR. STEVENS: Yes, ma’am.

THE COURT: I took into consideration that the state
thought it was appropriate to limit the active time to 10
years based upon his pribr record and the facts of the case

—- the state had reduced from burg first, which carriés”tﬁé

, poteﬁtial of a life éentence, eight years was an appropriate

sentence. I have not heard anything that would requiré'me

to -- and I am reconsidefing, just I think the nature of
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this hearing is the reconsideration that I will not change
this sentence.:

MR. STEVENS: I understand. ThankAyou, Judge.

" If I may just have one moﬁent?

THE COURT:_You mayitake all the time you‘need,>Mr.”
Stevens. - A

MR. STEVENS: Judge, I've spoken with my client before
the'heariné today as well as just now. At this momént he |
would —- this sounds awkward, but he would like to withdraw
his motion to Witﬁdraw‘from the guilty plea and instead
acceptAﬁhe-senténce of'eight years.

-THE COURTE And Mr. Stevené you have advised him of’will‘
advise him of the —- his appellate rights that exist going
forward?

MR. STEVENS:‘Absolutely, Judge.

THE COURT: All right.

Mr. Coakle?, I wish you all the best. I know it’s been
eight years that you are‘servihg is a learning experieﬁée,

but based upon your prior record, there’s just no way that I

- feel comfortable in reducing your sentence.

Thank you.

MS. FORD: Thank,YourAHonor.

MR. STEVENS: Thank you, Judge.

THE COURT: Mr. Steveﬂs,~Ms. Ford,‘lét me see you fér

just a moment.
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MR. STEVENS:. Yes,. ma’am.
(Off the record.bench conference with counsel and the
Court.) |

(This proceeding‘waé concluded.)

15
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C~-E~R-T~I~-F~I-C-A~-T-E
I, THE UNDERSIGNED HILDA M. JORDAN, CVR~M, OFFICIAL COURT
REPORTER FOR THE FIRST JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF THE STATEIOF
SOUTH CAROLINA, DO HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING IS A
TRUE, ACCURATE AND COMPLETE fRANSCRIPT OF.RECORD OF THE
MOTION HEARING IN THE CAPTIONED CAUSE, IN THE CbURT or
GENERAIL SESSIONS FOR ORANGEBURG COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA, ON
THE 5 DAY OF JUNE, 2014.
I DO FURTHER CERTIFY THAT I AM NEITHER CF KIN, COUNSEL,

NOR INTEREST IN ANY PARTY HERETO.

R Gurlan

Hilda M.'Jordan%/%VR—M

October 20, 2014




DOCKET NO. 2013GS38-1125

WITNESSES

John C Stokes The State of South Carolina

County of ORANGEBURG

Orangeburg County Sheriff COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS

September 9, 2013 TERM

20135720
ARREST WARRANT NUMBER
2013A3810200226 =
THE STATE
Arrested: July 10, 2013 VS.

ACTION OF GRAND JURY
Pendral Coakley

Indictment for '

Foreperson of Grand Jury .
Date. September 4, 2013

BURGLARY - FIRST DEGREE

VERDICT

SC Code: 16-11-311

Foreperson of Petit Jury
Date:

After being fully advised as to my legal
rights, | hereby waive presentment to the

Gr;?:i Jury. CIG

Defendant

hereby appear.in.tay own proper person
and plead guilty to the.within indictment
orto R

~ Defendant

- Withess:

C.C.C. PLS. AND G.S.
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINAY . INDICTMENT
o ey  2013G:538-1125
* ‘COUNTY OF ORANGEBURG ) - | |

At a Court-of General Sessions, convened on::Séptember 9 2013 the Grand Jurors-of,
Orangeburg County present upon their oath: '

'BURGLARY - FIRST DEGREE .

That in Ora'ngeburg_ County, South Carolina, on or about June 29, 2013, the
Defenéant, Pendral Coakiey, did willfully and unlawfully enter the dwelling of
Shanice Martin, without consent and with the intent to commit a crime therein
and the deféndant did entér during the nighttime hours. This offense being &

violation of Séction 16-11-311 of the South:Carolina Code of Laws, as amended.

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the stafute in

- such case made and provided.

J"

Sarah A. Ford, Solicitor
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