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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) L
_ ) IN THE GENERAL SESSIONS COURT
COUNTY OF SPARTANBURG ) SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
) Case #: 2010-GS-42-3207
) 2010-GS-42-3207A
State of South Carolina, ) 2010-GS-42-3207B
Plaintiff ) 2009-GS-42-2337
) 2009-GS-42-2338
)
-vs- ) MOTION TO RECDONSIDER
) SENTENCE =~
: ) = =2
Juan Carlos Estrada-Vazquez, ) S =
Defendant ) - =
]
) @ =
) > -
) o =
- ™
m =
< o

Juan Carlos Estrada-Vasquez, by and through his undersigned attorﬁeyﬂ. Chase
Harbin, respectfully requésts that the Court reconsider its sentence handed down on May
23, 2012 on the above-listed indictments.

On May 23, 2012 the Honorable J. Mark Hayes, I heard the guilty pleas of Mr.
Estrada and his co-defendants involving a Burglary Conspiracy and Murder charges,
along with a drug trafficking charge for Mr. Estrada. Mr. Estrada was septenced to life in
prison, for the three indictments for Accessory Before the Fact 1o a Felony (10-3207, 10-
3207A, 10-3207B). He was sentenced to the maximum allowable sentences on the
remaining indictments, for which this Motion does not ask for reconsidcz ation.

In the recitation of facts, the Solicitor's Office asserted, and the defense admitted,
that Mr. Estrada had an illicit drug business relationship involving the sale of drugs with
the deceased victim, Mr. Hugo Hernandez and his wife, Teresa Martinez. Aﬁel; a dispute

arose over payment of money from Mr. Hernandez to Mr. Estrada-Vasquez, Mr. Estrada-
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Vasquez enlisted the help of Ms. Cortez-Ramirez and a group of men travglling from

Georgia to collect the sum of approximately $50,000.

Mr. Hemandez and Ms. Martinez were murdered by Ms. Cortez-Ramirez, and

specifically by the “crew” of men she assembled. It is the defense’s position that Ms.

Cortez- Ramirez and her cohorts from Georgia decided on their own to m
victims, even though their task requested had been no more than the colle

Mr. Estrada-Vasquez at no time asked for Ms. Cortez-Ramirez to
Hernandez, nor his wife, Ms. Martinez. The defendant, upon information

aware that Ms. Cortez-Ramirez admitted to the court that she did in fact

urder the

ction of money.
murder Mr.
and belief, is

ther a group

together with the intention of killing Mr. Hernandez and Ms. Martinez. For that crime,

she was sentenced to 50 years in prison.

Because Mr. Estrada-Vasquez never had any intentions beyond cd

llecting a debt,

and because he was neither present at the scene, nor responsible for the shootings, we

would respectfully request this Honorable Court to reconsider Mr. Estrada-Vasque

sentence. The defense would respectfully ask the Court to take into specific

consideration that Mr. Estrada-Vasquez lacked any murderous intent, unl

and those men that entered the dwelling. His contrition is evidenced by his swift

cooperation and timely guilty plea. It is the Defense’s understanding that
NOT believe that Mr. Vasquez had any intention beyond the collection of
not authorize, ask for, pay for, or acquiesce to the killing of Mr. Hernandg

Martunez.

It is the Defense’s belief that the State was not asking for a life sep
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other particular term of years - and thus would ask that Mr. Estrada-Vasquez’
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cooperation, testimony, and guilty plea be taken into consideration. The Defense hereby

moves this Honorable Court to reconsider Mr. Estrada-Vasquez’ sentencin

g to a term of

years not to exceed that of Ms. Cortez, who clearly intended not only to coemmit acrime

involving drugs or drug money, but ultimately decided to take the life of N

and Ms. Martinez.

Spartanburg, S.C.
June _ ,2012

Respectfully submitted,

JOM-~

Ar. Hernandez

H.'Chaséflarbin, S.C. Bar No. 70074

Attorney for Defendant
419 Vardry St.

Greenville, SC 29601
(864) 235-7788

IT IS SO ORDERED,
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The Honorable J. Mark Haygs, I
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