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o, GAIATYIREN &
Attorneys At Law
WILLIAM C. COFFEY, JR. 2 North Brooks Street
RAY E. CHANDLER* Est. 1970 Post Office Box 1292
STEVEN S. McKENZIE Manning, South Carolina 29102-1292
JOSEPH K. COFFEY . . . Telephone (803) 435-8847
Facsimile (803) 435-8915
*OF COUNSEL Email: lawfirm@cckmlaw.com

April 20, 2015

Mr. Donneil Woods, #272800
Lee Correctional Institution
990 Wisacky Highway
Bishopville, SC 29010

Re: Donneil Woods - Post Conviction Relief Process
Dear Donneil:

Pursuant to the last rheeting that Mr. Jennings and I had with you, I am enclosing
herewith a break-down of the fees paid to us by your family on behalf of you for our work during
the post conviction relief process.

When first contacted by your family, a fee of $12,000 - $15,000 was quoted to handle the
PCR. This fee did not include an appeal should one -be necessary. As you can see from the
break-down enclosed, we were never fully paid for the PCR process.

Upon receipt of the Judge’s Order which denied the PCR, a quote of an additional fee of
$5,000 was given to your father. Several attempts have been made by us to collect the fee; all
attempts have been unsuccessful.

afe the Notice §f Appeal has been filed. The transcript has been ordered.
As soon as the Court Reporter providds me with the estimated cost of the transcript, I will notify

REC/ent
Enclosure

/ﬂéméﬂ7// |



RE: DONNEIL WOODS (PCR)

AMOUNTS PAID TO ATTORNEYS RAY E. CHANDLER AND BLAIR C. JENNIN GS FOR
REPRESENTATION: :

03/07/2012 $6,000.00
03/13/2012 $1,500.00
12/05/2012 $1,000.00
12/06/2012 $1.000.00
TOTAL PAID $9,500.00

12/17/2012  Partial Fee/Cost Refunded to Woodrow Woods - $1.200.00

AMENDED TOTAL RECEIVED AND APPLIED $8,300.00
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Man will present arguments in March |

~ by the 6th.and 14th

during post-conviction reliefhearing =

BY ROBERT J. BAKER
bbaker@theitem.com”

" Donniel Woods-
thinks he is.-being held
by the state Department
of Corrections “uniaw-
fully” for the sexual as-
sault and kidnapping of
a Clarendon County
woman in 2006.

" He will have to wait
now until March to
present his arguments
against his sentencing
in 2008 to-30 years in

fenses on June 29, 2007,
a little more than a year
after a Clarendon Cotin-

- ty woman told police:
Woods held her against
her will and forced her
to perform oral sex on
him in his carnear the
area of Tearcoat and
Bragdon roads in Alco--
lu. The Clarendon

County Sheriff’s Depart--
- ment reported at the .

time that Woods also
raped the woman after
she attempted to flee -

prison for those offenses. from the vehicle, and
after 3rd Circuit Judge R. - that he took personal

Ferrell Cothran contin-
ued Woaods' post-éon-
viction relief hearing on
Dec. 14. Sumter Clerk of -
Court Jamie Campbell
said the next term for

* such hearings will bein
~ March. .

A jury found Woods
guilty in October 2008 of
first-degree criminal
sexual condugt, kidnap-
ping and strong arm
robbery. He filed his
current motion in April,
alleging that ineffective .
representation by Cam-
den attorney Deborah
Butcher during his orig-
inal trial denied him the
due process guaranteed

amendment. .

. “(Woods) was denied
the due process of law ...
by counsel’s failure to
complete the most basic
pre-trial discovery and
investigation ... failing to
adequately prepare
(Woods’) case for trial;

failing to crods-exaniine °

witnesses to elicit favor-
able facts and to high-
light contradictory evi-
dence ... and circum-
stances in (Woods') de-
fense,” according to part
of Woods’ motion,
which he filed without
an attorney. Woods fur-

ther claims that the 3rd

Circuit Selicitor’s Office
failed to provide Butch-
er with discovery in the
case until the eve of the
Woods:was served

belongings and money
“from her during the in-
cident.” . =~

Alleging that the only
evidence implicating
him in the incident was
the victim's identifica-
tion of him, Woods says
in his motion that
Butcher was ineffective
in not requesting medi-
cal records relating to
the woman'’s treatment -
at Clarendon Memorial
Hospital on:the night of:
the incident..

“These records con-
tain facts and disclo-.
sures that'contradict
statements the alleged
victim provided to law
enforcement and medi-

- cal personnel on the

night of the incident
the motion reads. “Spe-
cifically, no DNA evi-

. dence was recovered,
nor was there any physi-

cal evidence or bruising
present that corroborat-
ed the victim'’s state-
ment or implicated.
(Woods), (who) only be-
came aware of the exis-
tence of this evidence
after his trial was com-

_plete” :

"Woods’ previous ap-
plication to the state.
Court of Appeals, in

~ which he also cited

Butcher's alleged mis-

. representation of him

duririg the criminal
trial, was denied in Jan-
uary. Post-conviction
relief proceedings are
typically heard by a
judge in the county or
circuit where the origi-.

‘nal trial occurred. De-

fendants use the pro-
ceeding to collaterally
attack their criminal
convictions by attémpt-

ing to prove their origi-

nal trial lawyers were in-
competent in handling
their cases. State law re-

‘quires Woods to do two
things to prevail in such.

a motion.
“(Woods) must prove.
that counsel’s perfor-

' . mance was deffciéiit .’

(by) a standard of rea-
sonableness under pro-
fessional norms;” ac-
cording to the state Su-
preme Court. “(And he

- must prove) that coun-

sel's deficient perfor-
mance must have preju-

_ diced (him such) that

there is reasonable
probability that, but for
unprofessional errors,
the result of the pro-
ceedings would have
been different” -
Bypassing Woods’ ar- -
gument ahout his origi-
nal trial lawyer, state As-
sistant Attorney General
Megan Harrigan argued
in a reply to Woods’ mo-
tion on Aug; 31 that
even if Woods is able to

~ show that discovery was’

withheld; he muist ulti-
mately show that the
withheld evidence

- would “have been favot- _

able to (Woods).and

(that the suppressed)

evidence is material (to
the case).”- :
Harrigan asked for an. |
evidentiary hearing on
the matter in herré- -
sponse, saying that
Woods’ allegations

“could not be conclu-

sively refuted by the trial
record. -
Reach Robert J. Baker

~at (803) 774-1211.

J

H
i

, with warrants for the of- |
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