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Bixte of Bouth Garoling
Bepartment of Probation, Parrole, and Pardan Berbices

DAVID M. BEASLEY
Siovernor

WILLIAM E, GUNN
Dirsmor

4 NS OTROAT, SUITE 600
B T OEMIOE BOX os

X 50880
SOLUMBIA. SOUTH CAROLINA 20980
Telapnonu: (AO3}) 734+9220

Pageimpa: (809) 734-0440

Novambex 17, 1895
RE:1 NON-ELIGIBILITY FOR PAROLE

Mr. Leéslie Cox #75206
Lea Corractional Inst.

Dear Mr. Cox:

It is wy duty to inform you that South Carolina law prohibits the
Board of Probation, Parole, and RPardon Serxvices from granting you
parole on the sentence(s) identified Dbelow. Section 24-21-640
gtates: "The Board must not grant parole noxr is parcle authorized
to. any prisomer serving a santence for a second or gubsequent
conviction, following a gaparate sentencing for prior conviction,
for violent c¢rimes as defined in Section 16-1-60." Our records
indicate that you have been convicted of the following crimes:
1

Assautl & Battery With 87-GS-23-59
Intent To Kill

Xidnapping B87-G8-42-643

4 Raxplable 2eptence
No 08/04/87

Count. 1 04/16/87

If you have any questions, please comtact your Parole Examiner.

sy

William E, Gunn

WEG:rh

cc: Warden
Cantral Records, SCDC
Operationg, SCDC
Parolae miner
File

B e s I e 1T Cwams CAR 734 9&4

$

IO:WILLIAM FREEMAN ATTY  Pane:0081 Fe=91:-;f.L‘ @D
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confined hei_to hef house, would not let her leave, and---

THE COURT: He says---

SOLICITOR BOWDEN: -Q—And tied her up. | '

THE COURT: Did you have him up to the State Hospital?

BOLICITOR BOWDEN: No, sir, Your Honor.

DEFENDANT COX: And I do not wish to go. I bheen
through all this little State Hospital routine stuff before.
You go dokn there and you sit in a cell thicty, to .sixty
days. They come back there, and they talk to you one time
and that's it.

, What good does that do me? None. I don’t need to
w&ste my time to go down Ehere and start. If you - if 1
can go ahead and get you to sentence me, I can go‘ahead and

start on this.

THE COURT: But do you understand if I sentence you to
life-—- h
 DEFENDANT COX: I understand what life is.
THE CQURT:i You won’t come up for parole until twenty -
yéats. DO you know ﬁhat?
DEFENDANT COX: Yee, sir, I understand that.
: THB-COURT= ‘Mr. Sanders back here saQs it's ten years.

MR. SANDERS:  Ten yeats on kidnapping.

DEFENDANT COX: 1It’s ten years on kidnapping,

THE COURT: Kidnapping, come up for parole on ten

_years of kidnapping.

11




FROM : 46 : ' FAX NO. :86439562259 Janh. 27 2P15 84:31PM P13

- -

MR. SANDERS: Eligibility be ten years.

1

2 DEFENDANT COX: They not giving parole. So you don't
3 Vhavé to worry about that. .

4 THE COURT: Do you understand that? How far did you

5 ”go in school? |

6 DEFENDANT COX: Tenth.

-7 | THE COURT: Tenth grade.

8 DEFENDANT COX: Yes, sir, I did.

9 THE COURT: Mr., Cox, do you feel it’s because what you
10 did you ought to be punishéd\by life in prisoh?

11|  DEFENDANT COX: No, sir, I do not.

12] THE COURT: Well, do you think -- why -- why would you
13| not want somebody to help you? Not necessarily try the

. 14| case. But I'm ho(t asking that the case bé tried.
15 " DEFENDANT cdx: You got to look at it like if you

16| plead guilty, iﬁ's automatic life. If I have to put my
17| grandmother through it, come up here testifying, they gone

18] find me'guilty. Automatic life.

19 So, why drag»har through it again what she done been
20| through one time? Why keép putting her through the same
21| thing over and over? Let itAgo ahead and die here today.
22 - THE COURT: What kiﬁd_quwork wére-ybu_dqiné bn the
23 tiwe-you serving now? .

24| o _DEFENQAN? coX: A sell réefe;. That’s the yérﬁ I do.

25 THE COURT: You do what?

: . | . 12
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DEFENDANT COX: Yes, sir.
THE COURT: ---Be there for life?

DEFEﬁDANT coX: I understand if I miss parole, I got

to wait two more years before I go up. And if it takes me

up to two years after that, or until I die,

THE COURT: All right.
DEFENDANT COX: 1 understand all that. -
. THE COURT: All right. Judgment of law and Sentence

of the Court that you, Paul Leslie Cox, be confined to the

South Carolina Department of Corrections for the balance of

your natural life.

DEFENDANT COX: VYes, sir.

THE COURT: Good luck.

ADEFENDANT COX: Yeé; sir. .

SOLICITOR BOWDEN} Thank you, Your Honor,.

(Wwhereupon, the defendant was brought back in.).

THE COURT: All fight. 1f you don’t mind, give me
that indictment of Mr. qu. I wgntAto ask you a question or
two if you don't mind, Mr, CO¥. ' ' -‘ '

DEFENDANT COX: Yes, sir.

- THE COURT: ‘You read the statute pretty good. I
congratulafe yoﬁ. Yoﬁ're not a dummy by anyAstretch'of the
imagination, '

DEFPENDANT COX: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You can quote it better than I can if you

17
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read it alot of times. -

) 1
| 2 DEFENDANT COX: Yes, Sir.
5 THE COURT: And you remember when I told you I read
al the statute to you and I put’the'wdrd'confihe'iﬁ there.
.S That’s the ~- probably the only thing that really 8pp1ies to
6] kidnapping. T§ seize, you always have to seize somebody
"7/ when you do anything, assault and battery or anything else.
8 So, I'm really interested in the confinement. After
9| you pled guilty, you told me you were guilty. Then you told

10| me that -- that the statement didn’t contain the truth, And
11| I believe you said, and correct me if I'm wrong,vyoﬁ said

12 that y’all sit there and talked a long tinme.

13 . DEFENDANT COX: Yes, sir.
' ' 14 V THE COURT: That she could of left any time she wanted
15| to.
i' 16 DEFENDANT COX: Yes, sik.
17 : THE COURT: ‘And that she Qént_and got the ropes to tie

| 18| her up with. Well, if she -~ if you tied her up at her

19 request, of.hourse, that/s not kidnapping. Why don’t you
20| tel)l me, if you will, what occurred? o

21 DEFENDANT COX: I been dr;nking. I parked the'Vén

22| down behind moma’s house, and I know the woods all, you

23| know, down in there good. i parked the van. - I cut through
24| the woods, went and sat in the woods. Drunk Spme more |

25| liquor, And it got dark.
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A, APPLICANT BELIEVED HE WAS ELIGIBLE FOR PAROLE

First, Abp!icant believed ﬁe would get out of prison if he pleaded guilty. In fact, he
discussed with the Court “When ] get out, I have enough money to start...”" Applicant believed
he woﬁld b; at least cligible for pﬁrole in 1993, hqwe%cr, he is prcsenfly serving a life scntence.

Accordingly, Applicant misunderstood the effect of his guilty plea. The transcript shows in part:

The Court: How much more time - how long you been in jail now on
that first sentence? o
Defendant Cox: Since June the 16, ‘83
Solicitor Bowden: Your Honor, the State would recommend that this sentence
be back datcd to that date
EZ 1
~The Court: But do you understand if I sentence you to life ---
Defendant Cox: - [ understand what life is.
The Court: You won’t come up for parole until twenty years. Do you
know that?
Defendant Cox: Yes, sir, I understand that.
The Court: - Mr. Sanders back here says it’s ten years.
Mr. Sanders: Ten years on kidnapping.
Defendant Cox: It’s teit years on kidnapping. '
The Court: Kidnapping, come up for parole on ten years of kidnapping.
sk
The Court: How old are you?
Defendant Cox: . Thirty-one.
The Court: Thirty-one. And if you date it back to *82, you be eligible
for parole in *93, is that what you’re sayin%?
LE R 2 . -
“The Court: ...All right, sir Now, Mr. Cox, before, -- do you

understand when you say life that doesn’t mean that you necessarily gone get out
in *93, November? They could keep you there for life.

Defendant Cox: - I’'m not expecting to get out in *93.
"The Court: Do you understand that you could get---
Defendant Cox: Yecs, sir.
The Court: . ---Be there for life?
Defendant Cox: I understand if I miss parole, I got to walit two more years
before 1 go up. And if it takes me up to two years after that, or until | die.
The Court: -All right.
Defendant Cox: T understand all that.;
- L2 LD

Transcript of Record of Guilty Plea, 1987-GS-42-643, pagc 14 lines 9-10 ‘
1d. at page 3, lines 5-9. ) )
Id. at page 11, lines 15-25.

1d. at page 14, lines 5-9,

& e B -
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
) SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUTT
COUNTY OF SPARTANBURG ) .
. ) - 2007-CP-42-2757
Paul Leslie Cox, #75206, ) '
i ' : ) .
Applicant, )
)
v. - ) APPLICANT’S SUPPLEMENTAL
: ) MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT
State of South Carolina ) :
' )
" Respondent. ) = ~ o
) - 8 Y
g 25
TO: STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA B E i
R oo © o=

The applicant, Paul Leslie- Cox, by and through undersigned counsel hereby ﬁmgg thm ":»L‘
: & 2+

!

- supplemental memorandum in support of his appllcanon for relief. By refereoce hmm ‘al thc ~;

e
i

S5

documents previously filed in this and" other relief applications are hereby lncorpOratEd by

reference and prcsented to the court as grounds supporting the relief sought

L l<ACTS

- Although th:s is applicant’s sixth post-conviciion relief filing, upon information énd'

_bclicf., no pior order has addressed the merits of the applicant’s conténtions. The first PCR was
o voluntarily withdrawn; the second was dismis.séd Without prejudice by the Honorable JameslB.

Stephen (the Stélc’s record does not reﬂéci the rcasoningtfor this order); the third PCR was

withdrawn; the fourth PCR was denied for procedural matters (explranon of the statutc of

lumtatmns) and the fifth PCR was wuhdrawn

' The key issues raised in this case should be addressed by the Coutt,
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