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So, having said that, we're going to now move into the
trial of the case; The state will start by making opening
statements, followed by the defendant, and then the state
will start‘calling their witnesses.

Any objections to my opening remarks by the state?

MS. SIMESON: None from the state, Your Honor.

THE COURT: No, sir.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Ladies.

MS. SIMPSON: Thank ybu. May it please the court?

THE COURT: ‘Yes, ma 'am.

MS. SIMPSON: What is the value of human life,
especially the lives of our youth? Well, the unfortunate,
sad reality is that these days, human life, thch was once
deemed priéeless'and still should be, has little to no
value for many. And for the defendants in this casé,
Vincent Nelson, Demetrice James, Deshawn McClary, and
especially Maurice Roberﬁs, the defendant who sits before
you today, the life of the victim in this‘case, Brandon
Jones, had no value whatsoever. His life was worth
nothing, absolutely nothing.

And make no mistake about it. As yoﬁ hear the
evidence iﬁ this case, it will become clear that Brandon
Jones did not have to die as he lay on the driveway

unarmed, pistol whipped, beaten, injured as this defendant
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‘stood over him and'brutally shot and murdered him.‘ It

didn't have to happen.

Now on January 25th of 2013, the defendant, along with
the co-defendants in this case, had é.plan, and their
actions in executiﬁg that plan forever changed the ii§es of
not one, not two, but three people. First, Br@ndon Jones.
His life changed in the most eternal way. Ended far too
soon at the young age of twenty-two, leaving his sister
without a brother and his mother and father without a son,
and an embtiness that only comes with ﬁhe loss of a child.

And you're going to hear how Brandon was shotlfive
times: one to tﬁe upper back, one to the left back; oncé to
the arm, once to the leg, and an entrance and exit wound
straight through his neck. And it would be those gunshot
wognds that exited through his chest that would,prove to be

fatal, those wounds inflicted at the hands of Maurice

- Roberts.

But as if that wasn't enough, his death wasn't
immediate. He suffered and when EMS arrived, he lay on the
ground bleeding out, moaning, conscious, and would later
die during surgery;

The second . life forever changed, the victim Jbshua
Williams. He waé pistol whipped about the head aﬁd
suffered azhaematoma on his forehead just above his eye,

which would cause him to go in and out of consciousness.
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He aléo suffered from a ggnshot4wound to the abdomeh, but
luckily.for him those wounds'weren't fatal. But the
emotional, mental pain that he will ngfer from losing and
hearing and being with his best friend, his closest friend
Brandon Jonés as he was murdered, he will carry that with
him forever.

The third life forever changed, that of Trenton Scott,
fondly referred tb by friends and family as Trey. This
incident actually occurred at his home where he lived with
his bfother and his mother and his stebfather. And when‘
this defendant rushed in through the door, he encountered
Trenton, gun .out, pointed at his head. Trenton, Trey, in
survival mode tried to fight back as the defendant pistol
whipbed him as well, knocking him to the ground. fhey

Struggled and it continues. At some point, the gun comes

"loose but then comes in Maurice's good friend Demetrice

James rushing through the door. More fighting, struggling.
Trey's brother comes out, whom you'll hear from, Troy
Scott because he hears the commotion and sees the fight,
the altercation going on with his brother. And their goal,
their thought going throﬁgﬁ fheir minds: our mother and
father's upstairs. We need to protect them and protect
ourselves. We need to get them out of this house now.
Before doing so, the gun éQes off and Trenton is shot in

the arm, but they are able to get them outside and lock the
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door at this point, not knowing exactly @here Joshua and
Brandon are.

Now Trenton, his life forever changed because the
place that he once deemed safe, that sense of secufity has
been stolen from him, and all of these victims unarmed,
unsﬁspecting.

And to make matters worse for those who survived, they
will live with the knowledge .that one of the defendants,

co-defendants in this case, was a person they trusted, a

friend, someone who had been brought into the Scott

brothers' home who they fed and clothed, gave hih shelter
when he needed it. Ms. Davis and her family considered him
part of their family, tried to help him get back on his
feet. It would be Vincent Nelson who set them up, .who
betrayed them. And certainly Brandon Jones didn't deserve
to die this way.

So, what happened“oh January 25th of 20132 Well, this

incident happened at the home of Ms. Davis and her husband,

~ where she lived with her two sons, as I stated earlier, at

I Cut it was more than just a home.

She actually operated‘a salon out of -there, and her boys,
they had some recbrding equipment, a studio and a sports
room. It was a place where they hung out, came together to
make music. And Ms. Davis, she often brought kids in from

the street when they needed help. It was supposed to be a
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safe place, a safe place for those kids like Vincent
Nelson.

And this January 25th, Brandon Jones was visiting,
along with his friend Joshua Williams, and this is going to
be like any other Friday, any other weekend. They were
just going to hang out, listen to music, make musié, enjoy
each other's time.

But the defendant, along with his co-defendants, had
other plans for that day because you'll learn that prior to
January 25th, they'd been talking about getting their own
studio, having their own equipment. But rather than get a
job or work for it or buy it, they decided that theré was
someone they could just take it from.

Specifically, Vincent said I know Jjust tﬁe place.

It's a really nice house, and.they have some good equipment
in there. And I submit -- and he terms it .an easy?lick, an
easy robbery because he knew the family.‘ He knew they
wouldn't be armed. He knew tﬁey wouidn't suspect anything.
Just an easy lick, .and so the plan is set. Vinceﬁt Nelson,
along with Demetrice James, Deshawn McClary, and Maurice
Roberts, would go to that house that évening and rob them
of recording equipment.

~We're not talking about a drug deal gone bad or drugs'
or money. Studio equipment, that's why Brandon lost his

life.
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So, Vincent, knowing they trusted him, went to the
door. He hadn't been around in a little while, a month or
so, but they trusted him, and so Mr. Davis let him.inside.
Now, the Scott brothers were a little bit surprised, but
again thought nothing bf it. However, looking back, his
behavior was kind of strange becau;e he was pacing back and
forth, seemed a little nervous, agitated, and he héd é cell
pﬁone. |

And this will bécome important throughout this case
because Vincent never had a phone or rarely had a phone.

And on this day, he had Maurice's phone, and he had-that

phone so that he éould let them know when the time was

-right, let them know what was happening. And you'll have

the text messages: There are four inside; I got two
outéide; come on. :You'll have those before you.
And'so Vincent talks to Brandon and convinces him,
hey, I want a cigarette. He's kind of haréssing him. I
want>a cigarette. Let's go outside. Let's go,outside.
So, Vincent, along wiﬁh Brandon Jones and Joshua Williams,
they go‘outside. And I submit that’s the signal for
Deshawn, Demetrice, and Maurice, who have been ‘waiting just
around the corner, to come down the driveway, and tﬁey did.
Joshua, immediately hit upside the head with the gun,
falls. Rolls down tﬁe driveway, again Slipping in. and out

of consciousness. Deshawn McClary cordered him to stay on
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the ground and stood guard with his knife while Maurice
went directly to Brandon, demanded that he get on the
ground, gun in hand, and pistol whipped him about fhe head.
Brandon fell, crying.

Maurice: Who's in the house? How many people are in
the house? And he rushes in, and at this point he
encounters Trenton or Trey Scott, gun out, pointed. Pistol
whips him. Brings him to the ground. The struggle over
the gun ensues, and then Demetrice James comes in.v And‘the
gun, there will beltestimony, was passed back and forth,
but a shot is fired, striking Trenton. And as I séid, they
were able to get them out the door to the driveway.

Now I pause here for a moment because at this point,

that recording equipment, that studio equipmént that they

caﬁe for, their access to it was over. ‘The attemp£ed
robbery had failed, and at this point Maurice Roberts had a
choice because Brandon Jones lay‘on the ground unarmed. He
didn't have to kill him. He could have juét walked away,
ran away, fled, but-he didn't.

You'll hear testimony of someone saying‘get him, get
him. And Maurice does as he stands over him and shoots
that .45 caliber pistol as Brandon lay covering his head on
the ground begging, pleading for his life. Please don't
kill me. Please don't kill me.

And then all the defendants flee, and you're going to
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hear about that because they go to Maurice's house. And in
the course of doing so, they end up discérding some latex
gloves and some clothing that they had been wearing in a
building at Hammond Village Apaftments right where Maurice
stayed. And then: they went into -- they all met up at
Maurice's houée. Firsf order of business: let's start
;leaning up, changing clothes. Maurice even goes so far as
to get some bleach and goes upstairs.

Now, at this point Maurice is still seen with the gun.

However, that gun was never recovered, and you'll learn

that he subsequently told a co-defendant don‘t'worrylabout
the pistol. I ain't worried abdut that éhit{ man.‘ He got
rid of that gun.

And remorse, remorse? No; They're grilling the next
day, hanging out as Brandon Jones's life is gone.

You're going to hear about the course of the
investigation and what led investigators to the
co-defendant Vincent Nelson, as well as Demetrice James,
Deshawn McClary, and the shooter in this case, Maurice
Roberts.’ And they talked to -all these defendants, and each
one of them gave statements confessing to their crimes and.
implicating the others, somewhat mitigating their own roles
at times.

And you may even hear from some of them in this case.

And as a result of their actions, Maurice, Vincent,
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Demetrice, and Deshawn are all charged under what we call
the theory the hand of one is the hand of all for the
murder, for the death of Brandon Jones, two counts of
attempted murder, one count of attempfed armed robbery, and
one count of burglary in the first degree. And I'll get
back to that theory, and we'll talk more about that in a
moment because on'trial before you now is Maurice Roberts,
and the co-defendants will have their day in court.

Good‘mofning, members of the jury. My name is Nicole
Simpson and I, along with cofcounsel Luck Campbell and
Meghan Walker, together we represent the State of South
Carolina, the citizens of’Richlaﬁd County, and the victims

in this case. And as .solicitors, it is our Jjob is

" prosecute all crimes that occur here in Richland County.

And as I said, as a result of his actions, along with his
co-defendants, the defendant, Maurice Roberts, is facing
several charges, charges which you will ultimately decide
and detefmine his guilt.

But first, because this is my one and only opportunity
to address you directly, I want to.thank you for your time,
your patience/ and your service in that this case. And I''m
going to reiterate and reemphasize what -Judge Manhing told
you in the jury qualifications: that jury service is
perhaps the greatest service that a man or woman can render

his or her country during times of peace. Well, that
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couldn't be more true than it is here today. And I'm sure
that when you got your summons in the mail, you had a
million other things that you'd rather be doing, things
that you needed to be doing, but you showed up. You came,
and you are serving your duty as ciﬁ;éens.

And after careful consideration and extensive
questioning, you were selected by both the state and the
defénse to sit as competent, qualified jurors in this case.
And this is an important case. It is important to the
State of South Carolina. - It is important to the defendant,
and it is important to victims and their families. And

while our system of justice could do without the lawyers,

it could do without . -the judges, it cannot do without you,

and so I thank you.
Now in every criminal case, the defendant is presumed
innocent until proven guilty. And as the state, we bear

the burden of proof in this case, Jjust as we do in the

‘prosecution of every criminal case. ‘We wouldn't have it

any other way. -‘And what that means is that as the state,
we must prove to you beyond a reasonable doubt each element
of the crimes for which the defendant has been charged.

And I remind you that every criminal defendant who was
ever convicted at a jury trial started his trial presumed
innocent until he was ultimately found guilty beyond a

reasonable doubt. So, while our burden is high, as it
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should be, it is not insurmountable, and I can tell you
that we welcome that burden here today. |

Now, the defendant has been chargea with several
crimes, and I'm going to go through them briefly. " And then
at the end of the case, the judge will instruct you in more
detail as to the elements of those offenses.

First, he's charged with attempted armed robbery.

Now, it's an attempted armed robbery because they didn't
actually get whaf they came for. But attempted armed
robbery is defined as the taking or attempted taking and
carrying away the personal property of another with the
intent to deprive that person of ownership while armed with
a deadly weapon or the representation:of a deadly weapon.

Well, they attempted to take the equipment of the
Scott brothers, and Maurice was absolutely armed when he
did so. That's attempted armed robbery.

He's also charged with burglary in the first degree.
Now, burglary in the first degree, a person-is guilty of
that if he enters the dwelling of another without consent
and with the intent to commit a‘crime therein, and he does
so while are armed or becoming armed with a deadly weapon;
or that entering or remaining occurs during the nighttime
hours.

This occurred during the nighttime hours. And Maurice

Roberts, when he came in, gun in hand, rushing through,
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pointed at Trenton Scott, he was entering -without consent.
And his intent: to commit an arﬁed robbery.

He's also charged with three other crimes, and I'm
kind of going to talk about them together because twq
counts of attempted murder, one for the attempt on the life
Joshua Williams. Second account -- second count for the
attempt on the life of Trenton Trey Scott.

Now, murder is perhapé one of our most serioﬁs
offenses in South Carclina, and yet it has probably one of
the shortest definition. A person .is guilty of murder if
he kills another with malice aforethought, either expressed
or inferred. Now, attempted murder is the attempted
killing of another with malice aforethought, either
expressed or inferred. Now, those terms will become
important, and you will be instructed on them again at the
end of this case, but I want to talk t§ you a little bit
about themrnéw. |

As far as malice goes, you can have expressed malice
or ihferred. It's not too different types of malice. Just
the way it's presented. Expressed malice is I'm going to
kill you, and that pérson does. However, our laws
recognize that malice must often be inferred, and it is
sometimes definéd as hatred, 11l will, or hostility towards
another person. Itfs the intentional doing of a wrongful

act without just cause or excuse, and with the intent to
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inflicp an injury under circumstances that the law will
infer an evil iﬂtent. Malice may also be inferred from
conduct showing a total disregard for human life.

One of the things I want to focus on as far as malice
goes 1is that 1f a person intentionally kills another during
the commission of,a felony, malice may be inferred. The
commission -of a feiony, the armed robbery, the burglary,
you may infer malicevfrom the killihg from those, from the
attempt to commit those felonies. You may infer malice for
the killing and attempted murder of the victims in this
case. |

Now I'll talk to you of forethought. ©Now, forethought
means phey didn't have to go there; it doesn't regquire any
appreciable amount of time; Aforethought just means at the
time the fatal blow was struck or the attempt-to strike the
fatal bléw, thére was malice in that person's‘ﬁeart, okay?.
So, while they planned to go there to 'rob, the.law does not
require that they planned to go there to kill. But if
someone 1is shot,under circumstances while they are there,
that can be malice aforethought.

And then finélly the Hand of one is the hand of all.
You've probablyrheard this term, but what that essentially
means 1s that when two or more people acting together in
the commission of the crime, of a crime, the act of one is

the act of ali;
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‘So, while Maurice Roberté may have shot Brandén Jones,
his co-defendants are equally responsible because they went
there to commit that robbery. They went there to
burglarize-that home. Vincent Neléon is equally as
responsible. Demetrice Jones is equaily responsible.
Deshawn McClary, equally responsible. And for the shots
that wounded Josﬁua.Williamson and Trenton Scoft, Maurice
is responsible. The hand of one is the hand of all.

. Now, I said that we must prove these elements to you
beyond a reasonable doubt. So, what exactly is proof
beyond a reasonable doubt? Well,'proof beyond a reasonable
doubt is proof that leaves you firmly_convinced of the
defendant's guilt. Now, there are very few things that we
know in this world.with absolute certainty, andlthe law
does not require the state to produce proof that overcomes
all doubt or ‘every possible doubt, but only that doubt
which is reasonable.

Now, the roles in this courtroom are very defined. As

the state, we serve as ministers of justice; it is our Jjob

to bring forth to you the evidence deemed admissible to

- prove our case. Defense counsel's job is to ensure his

client's right to a fair trial and represent him to the
best of his ability. And as the Honorable Judge Early told
you, it is his'job to instruct you on the law of the case,

and he will instruct you on the law as you are to apply it




16

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

216
to the facts of fhé case. And if ever there is a L
discrepancy between what the attorneyé in this case say and
what His Honor says, you are to follow his instructions and
his rulings tb you. |

Now with that said, no one is going to get up here and
question that you have the most important role in this case
because each‘of you here today is wearing a black robe.

And individually and collectively, you must decide and only
you can decide if the defendant, Maurice Roberts, is guilty
of these crimes.

S0, how will you do that? Well, you must base your
verdict of the evidence presented to you. Now, some of
that evidence is going to come in the form of physical
évidence such as photographs, or items collected from the
scene, or the area where the gloves were found, audio
recordings, things of that nature that you can sée, that
you can fouch or hear.

But most of that evidence is going to come from right
here on this witness stand, and .you're going to hear from a
number of witnesses, including the responding officer, the
surviving victims in this case, the investigators who
investigated this case and took statements, identified the
co-defendants and the peoplé responsible. Yog're goiﬁg to
hear from the crime scéne investigators who aétually

processed the scene, collected the evidence. You're going
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to hear from some expert witnesses who actually analyzed

the evidence, such as the forensic pathologist who

‘conducted the autopsy, or the DNA analyst, as well as the

ballistics expert. You're going to hear some testimony
regarding the cell phone records. You're going to hear
testimony from some eyewitnesses or from,some pecple who
have information about this case. And you may even hear
from some of the co-defendants in this case who, as I said,
will also have their day in court.

Now with these witnesses, it is.up to you to Jjudge
their ability. And in doing so, you can believe something
the witness says, you can believe all of what a witness
says, or you don't have to believe anything that a witness
says. That determination is for each of you and each of
you alone, but we do ask that you consider several things
wheﬁ assessing a person's credibility.

Ask yourselves. What was that person's demeanor on
the witness stand? Was that witness>hesitant or forthright
when testifying? Did that Witness have any reason to be
biased. or prejudiced in this case? And importantly, is the
testimony of that witness corroborated by other testimony
in the case? |

Now, there are two very important witnesses not
testifying here today, and that's common sense and human

nature. And I am going to ask that you use your common
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-sense when you decide this case and what you know about

human nature. And when you do; I believe your verdict will
become clear.

Now, the law is a pledge that citizens will do justice
to one ahother, and the precepts of the law are these: to
live honorably, to injure no other man, and to render each
man his due. ‘And truth is the mother of justice, and it is
your job, your duty'here today to find the truth and to
seek justice. And at the ghd'of this case, my co-counsel
will come before you, and she will ask you find the
defendant guilty for. murder for brutally .killing Brandon
Jones, guilty of attempted murder in the actions against
Joshua Williams, guilty for‘attempfed murder as to Trenton
Scott, guilty of attempted armed robbery, and guilty of
burglary first degree. Hold him accountable for his
actions and the actions of those he conspired with. Thank
you.

MR. SUTHERLAND: May it please the court, sir?

THE COURT: You'okay?

MR. SUTHERLAND: Ladies and gentlemen, we met in for
of an awkward fashion earlier during jury selection, but my
name is Tivis. I'm going to go ahead and introduce myself
up front. Last name's Sutherland.

I can tell you that I am privileged to represent

Maurice Roberts, and it is my honor to represent him for
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you, ladies and gentlemen, on the facts and before this
honorable court on the law. I think that's been aptly
explained by my colleague. The court has instructed
everybody with respect to that, but also with respect to
what lawyers come before you and.say, pérticularly at this
stage of the proceedings when not a -single éerson has taken
the stand yet is not evidence.

The evidentiary value of wﬁat you heard from my
colleague, Ms. Simpson, and what you will hear from me is
at this point zero. The evidence comes from witness
testimony; live, eyewitness testimony here on the stand.
ﬁou will have exhibits with you back there in the end.

* She made mention of tapes; whatever. _They'll“choosé
what they put in. I mean, I don't have too much of a say
in that, but that in and of itself has to be introduced
through eyewitness'testimony; So, everything -- as the
judges of the facts in this case, everything that you
ladies and gentlemén need to know is going to come from

right here. 1It's not going to come. from right.here or, or

. from the mouths of a government lawyer.

What I can tell you -- and I won't spend a great

‘amount of time rehashing or sort of trying to answer back

to anything that was just said -- is that I will agree with
the government lawyer where I can. And where I do agree is

Deshawn McClary, his nickname is a 600. Demetrice James,
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his nickname is Metro or Young, and Vincent Nelson, who
I'll put this out to the side. His nickname is Junior.

What I will suggest to you and what you will
ultimately decide is that you —-- if‘you want to attach
responsibility for what happened at that place, at that
time, and the tragedy and the horrible loss that unfolded,
this would be your best bet. This would be your best bet
of a place to start.

Maybe not -- curiously, as she spoke about these
people, I'm wondering. In talking about co-defendants,
ladies and gentlemen, you might have lcoked over to see
that there's oniy this little fellowvover here énd'me, his
;awyer, sitting here. Where are, are these guys at?

You know, we hear that Vincent Nelson, you know,
worked his way into the people's trust and he betrayed
them, and he set all that up. Well, where's, where's he
at?

Demetrice James,. I don'f know that I actually heard
this, but I do know that you are going to hear this.. She
made some reference to a éun being passed back and forth.
I don't know that she said that their witnesses are going
to get up here and say that ﬁe discharged a firearm, that
he shot somebody. I don't kno@ that she said that. I know
that she that my guy shot somebody, but I don't know that

she said that, and I think -- I'm, I'm relatively certain
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you are going to hear that, that he shot somebody. .And I
guess the passing back and forth reference to the gun is so
that in the flight or whatever it is from this place, I
guess in ofder for him £o have done what they say he did
two seconds later outside at some point during this flight,
they must have passed it back and forth so that, that he
cbuld do whatever they're saying he did.

And the only reason that I'm sort of making these
points here is again, you're going to hear it up here. But
the idea that the government comes into a courtroom and
tells a story like that aﬁd, and claims, among other
things, that they are here as representatives of the
people. What the, what the government does in criminal
cases 1is it prosecutes American citizens. It tries to take
people, to deprive -people of their liberty. That's what
the government doées in a criminal courtroom. That's what
the constitution of the United States is about. It's
written to protect individual citizens, Bill of Rights in
particular. I know the first three articles define the
government, but the Bill of Rights is written to protect
individuals like this young man over here when the.
government comes in here with these horrible accusations,
and these legions of government agents from police officers
to investigators. " They got experts on everything from

anthropology to zbology.
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Let's, let's go ahead and get the DNA expert up here,
and let's see. Let's see what that evidence is. Let's see
who, who it points to or who it points away from. I wonder
if it's going to point to somebody that's not even here. I
wonder if it's goingvto point away from somebody who is
here.

So, I don't want to take a lot more time with a lot
more talk. We actuallywhave to get down to the business of
the evidence aﬁd trying this-case but, ladies and
gentlemen, I just caution you. At this stage -- after
we've heard this evidence, then naturally we can talk about
it because y'all sit there and you heard it. And rather
than, you know, trying to decide something from what she
says or what I say when you haven't heard the evidence --
at the end, you're going to have heard it. So, if I'm
saying something to you, ladies and gentlemen, at that
point, you'd say to yourself no, or you could say to
yourself yes indeed. That's exactly what I heard.

Ultimately, each witness, individual piece of
evidence, all of you individually and collectively are
going to decide the significance of it and what it means.
Y'all are, y'all are going to make the determination,
factual determination in, 1in this case, and that is the
American way. I do appreciate your service.

Briefly, I do agree with the government lawyer when
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referring back to what JudgevManning said about Winston
Churchill's talk about jury duty being the highest duty to
one's country that you can perform during peace time. As
an army veteran, I can tell you I agree with that one
hundred percent.

But I don't know that we're going to agree on much
from this point forward. I do respect the government
lawyers, but we just disagrée. Thank you kindly.

Sir.

THE COURT: You may call your first witness.

MS. WALKER: Thank you, Your 'Honor. The state calls
Deputy Reginald Grant:

| REGINALD GRANT, BEING DULY- SWORN,
TESTIFIES AS FOLLOWS:

CLERK OF COURT: 'Have a seat in the witness s£and,
please. ' State your name for the record.

WITNESS: Reginald Grant.

DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MS. WALKER:

Q. - Sir, where you currently employed?

A. With the Richland County Sheriff's Department.

Q. - And what do you do at the sheriff's department?

A. Rightinow I'm on traffic safety unit.

Q. I want to take your'attention -- how long have.you

been with the sheriff's department?

A. . I've been with the sheriff's department here now four
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years.
Q. So back in January'of 2013, you were employed with the

sheriff's department?

A. Correct.
Q. And what were you doing there?
A. January 23rd -- January 25th, I'm sorry, of 2013, I

was currently assigned to' the Broad River Road area as a

line ‘'unit on the road working patrol.

Q. And is that a particular region of Richland County?
A. Yes, designated region 4.
Q. You said you were with the line uniﬁ, Can you

describe what, what deputies with the line unit do?

A. Basically what we do far as line units on the road,
basically we're in charge of just protecting the pﬁblic and
the property and just mainly answering calls concerning as
far as domestics or‘assaults or anything of that nature.

Q. On January 25th, did you respond to |l G

Drive?

A. Yes, I did.
Q. And is that here in Richland County?
A. Yes, it is din Richland County off of, off of River

Drive, off of McRae Street,_that area.
Q. Do you remember ‘what time you responded?
A. It was about 11:00 that night.

Q. And why were you responding- to that location?
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A, About 11:00, -approximately 11:00 that night, we
received a call fromldispatch, myself and my supervisor,
that there was a shooting, a shooting incident at that
location. At that time( I was on -- I think I was leaving
our region, which is off of Fairview Road en route. to that
location.

I actually passed the location because when it first
came out, it came out as |}l NI Crive. So, by
the time I got back to the incident location, which was
B the dispatch gave the correct. address. Already had
my>sﬁ§ervisor theré, along with other line -- specialized
units on the scene.

Q. And when you're responding to a situation like that,
are you getting information in a very quick manner?

AL Yes.

0. And is it sometimes that information is, is correct
and sometime;s it's not correct?. . -

A. ~ Correct.

Q. And in this situation, you were given adlincdrrect
address and then the correct address?

A. Correct.

Q. When you arrived it | what, if
anything, did you ébserve?

A. When I finally arrived on scene, I observed my

corporal, my supervisor; he was actually attending to the
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victim. As I walked up the drive, the victim was bleeding,
both his upper body and -lower body, basically trying to
gasp for air. At that time, due to the fact that we were
waiting in EMS and my supef&isor was attending - to him, I
started a crime scene log.

What I did was I went to the trunk of my patroi car,
grabbed the crime scene tape, and basically secured the
scene until ‘the investigation -- investigators in crime

scene got there.

- Q. Was that was within your training, what you're trained

o

to do when you respond to a situation such as this one?
A. Correct.. We'd already gotten the units basically on
periméter in the area, but one unit then basically secured
the scene. Basically that was my job from that time,
securing the scene.
Q. Now, I want to show you what's previousiy been markea
as State's Exhibits 44 and 45 and ask you if you recognize
these. Don't tell me what they are. Just ask you if you
reéognize these.
A. Yes, I do.
Q. And do they fairly and accuratély depict what-you saw
that night?
A. Yes.

MR. SUTHERLAND: No .objection.

THE COURT: 44 and 457
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MS. WALKER: Yes, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Thank'you; Without objection.
(BLOWUP OF ARIAL MAP MARKED'iNTO EVIDENCE AS STATE'S
EXHIBIT NUMBER 44.)
(BLOWUP OF ARIAL MAP MARKED INTO .EVIDENCE AS STATE'S
EXHIBI& NUMBER 45.)
MS. WALKER: Your Honor, may the Witness‘step down?
THE COURT: He may.
BY MS. WALKER:
Q. Would you step off the stand, please? If you'll gtand
this way with your voice pointed back towards the court
reporter.

THE COURT: Can all my jurors see it? Tf you cannot

" see it, raise your ‘hand, please.

BY MS. WALKER:
Q. Can you tell me what this is that we're looking at?
A. 'Basically this is 33 D:rive. Here is McRae

Street coming down here. That's where the incident

‘location took place, which is G

located in Richland County. Here is the -- where the
incident lpcation took place. When I arrived, I actually
parked right here in that driveway, and that's where the.
subject was lying with Corporal Fisher. His other friends
were there also on the side of the house righﬁ here.

Q. vThank you, sir. "You may step back up.
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And at some point in time, did other investigators and
deputies with Richland County Sheriff;s Deparﬁment come and
actually relieve you of your duties?
A. Yes.  Once, once, once Mr. Jones was transported to
the hospital,.Corporal Fisher, he went to the hosp;tal with
the subjéct. And due to the fact that we were oﬁ scene for
an extended number of time, I got relieved by Deputy
Wrigley and the scene was relinquished to him, and also
crime scene investigatorsl
Q. And did that conclude your involvement with this case?
A. Yes, ma'am, other than witnesses coming up and telling
me things that were happening, that took place while I was
sécuring the crime scene, yes.
Q. And did you share that information with other law
enforcement officers?
A. Yes. I passéd that information on.
Q. Thank you, sir.
MS. WALKER: I have no further questions at this time.
'THE COURT: Cross, if any.
MR. SUTHERLAND: May it please the court, sir?
THE -COURT: Yes, sir.
CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. SUTHERLAND:
Q. Sir, how are?
A. How are you?

Q. I'm doing well, doing well.
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How, how long-do you think you were there? Probably

about forty-five minutes or so? Does that sound about

right or...
A. No, sir. I was there almost three to four hours.
Q. Okay, three to four hours. So, when it says that --

the time out, did you ever leave to come back, or is just
the crime scene log may be incorrect?

A. Probably, I mean, probably incorrect, but I never left

‘the scene until I left around 4 or something like that.

Q. Okay, and that's perfectly fine. Just asking about
the crime scene log.

What was interesting to me was that you said some
individuals camé}uﬁ and told you what, what happened.
Witnesses told you what they saw? |
A. They -- she was very‘hysterical-when she told me what
happened. I mainly couldn't deal with her because I had to
secure the scene, and so I referred her to one of the
investigators that were on scene, yes.

Q. Okay, aﬁd-the, the -- did you relay the version of the
facts that you got from her? I know I can't ask yéu what
you said. Did you relay that to-the investigatorsé

A. I didn't. I just, I just informed the investigétor,
hey, you got, you got a witness that was here during the,
during the altercation, and you may need to speak with her.

Q.- Okay. Did the investigator review a copy of your
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report that you ultimately wrote?
A. I have no idea if he did or not.
Q. Okay. Thank you.
MR.’SUTHERLAND: No further questions, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Redirect, if any?
' MS. WALKER: -None, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Thank you. You may step down.
(THE WITNESS EXITS THE STAND.)
THE COURT: Next witness, please.
MS. WALKER: Your Honor, the state calls Joshua
Williams.
THE COURT: Joshua Williams.
“JOSHUA WILLIAMS, BEING DULY SWORN;
TESTIFIES AS FOLLOWS:
BAILIFF: State your name.
CLERK OF COURT: State your name.
WITNESS: Joshua Williams.
CLERK OF COURT: Thank you.

DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MS. WALKER:

Q. You go by Josh?
A. I go by Josh.
0. Josh, how old are you-?

A. I'm twenty-two years old.
MS. WALKER: Can everybody hear?

0. And where do you live?
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A, I live in POREEE That's off Farrow Road,

but most of the time I'm Mr. Davi;'s -
THE COURT: Slow down a little bit for me; please.
WITNESS: My apology. N

BY MS. WALKER:

address with the

A. I'm mostly éver at the
Davis family.

Q. < Okay. What.is it thét you do for a living?

A. I work at,UéC, the Russell House, and I'm also going

back to school.

Q. Do you, do you know Trent and Troy Scott?

A.- Yes, I do, ma'am. |

Q. How do you know them?

A. I met them. when I was $ixteen years old. Me and Troy,

we was out and about. We seen each other. He told me he
did music. I ﬁéid him I wanted to do music, 'and he brought
me over. I,met.Ms. Davis and Mr. Davis. They invited me
in they home --—- |

Q. Who are Mr. and Ms. Davis?

A. They'rér like, I call them Mom and Pop, but they are
Troy and frent's ﬁather and mother.

Q. And hoﬁ longr—— about how long before this incident
did you know‘them?

A. Well, it's going on about eight years.

Q. Did you know Brandon Jones? -
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A. I knew Brandon for about a year, almost a year and a
half.

Q. And how did you meet Brandon?

A. I met him through Troy Scott. Me and Brandon, we was

real close, you know. That was my best friend. TIf he was
going over there, he'd hotify me, hey, I'm going to do a
song. You coming through? Yeah. What time-ybu gét off
work? 5:30.

" THE COURT: Slow down. Slow down.

Q. Slow down.
A. My apology.
Q. I know you're nervous. Slow down. She's got to have

to try to take down everything you're saying, okay?

A. Okay. Back tovwhat I was saying. He would notify me
if he was going over there. He would always call me. He
would ask me for a.opihion on.anything, and as well as he
would relay- something toyme if he see that I'm doiﬁg
something wrong, he would, you know, correct me. So, I
considered -- he -- like I said, we was real close. That
was my best friend;

Q. And back on January 25th of 2013, were you with the
Scott brothers and Brandon that night?

A. Yes, ma'am, I was.

Q. What were y'all doing?

A. Just a typical .night. We were -- me and Troy was
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playing, you know, the game and Vincent Nelson, Jr., came

over and when he came over ---

Q. Hold on. I'm going to slow you down.

A. - I gotcha.

Q. Who all was at the house before Vincent Nelson, Jr.,
got there?

A. It was myself, Troy Scott, Trenton Scott, Cari

Pearson, Mr. Chandler Davis, and Ms. ‘Davis, as well as

Brandon Jones.

Q. And what were y'all -- what part of the house were
y'all?

A. We were downstairs in basement where the area is.

Q. Were, were Mr. and Ms. Davis in the basement as well?
A. No. Mr. and Ms. Davis were upstairs preparing for the
night.

Q. And what were you and the Scott brothers and Brandon

and Cari doing in the basement?

"A. Well, Troy and I and Trent and Brandon and Cari, we

normally all -- eVerybody sits in the studio, and We listen
to music, or everybody will wait till a person gets done
recording. But this particuiar day, Brandon was in there
reco;ding, and I, I .was playing the game with Troy écott,
and Trenton was in there as well as Cari was in the other
room.

Q. Like playing video games?
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A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. At some point in time, did Vincent Nelson come into

the home?

A. He came in about around 10:00, and that's usual
because one thing I know about the Davis family, if you do
not call and notify that you step into they home after the

time of 10:00, you will not get an answer.

Q. So, were you surprised to see Vincent Nelson that
night?

A. Yes, ma'am, I was.

Q. Did you know him at that point in time by a different
name?

A. Yes. I know him as many names. The Junior name, Jjust

knowing that. He went by Calli G, Calli Junior. He-also

went by J School.

Q. J School?
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. And when you saw Vincent Nelson, Jr., that 'night, what

was he doing?
A. When he came in the house, I was the first one that

greeted him, and I turned around and he just had this blank

stare, like he was lifeless. And I was, like, -yo, what's

up? He's, like, what's up, and I was, like, wait a minute.
How you get in ---

THE COURT: Hold up. Hold up.




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

35

J. WILLIAMS - DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MS. WALKER ‘ 235
Q. You got to, you got to slow down.: I know you're

felaying a conversation, but slow it down so fhat they can
understand you and so that she can record everything you're

saying, okay?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. All right. So, you greeted him. You said hello.
A. Yes, ma'am._~

Q. Then what happened?

A. He, like, I say, he was looking lifeless. Like, he

just had a blank stare. And I was, like, yo, how you get
in the house? He said, oh, Pop let me in. I was, like,
cool.

THE COURT: Slow down.

Q. Slow down. He said Pop lgt him in?

A. Yeah. He was, like, Pop! |

Q. Who's Popé

A. Mr. Davis.

Q. And at that point in time, you're saying his demeanor

was odd to you?

A. Yeah, it was real odd.

Q. Okay, and after you had a conversation with him, did
you see where he went next?

A. He walked off. He kept pacing back and forth because
where the studio area is, I was étanding in the door. And

when he walked off, he kept pacing back and forth and I
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was, like, you all right? He said yeah, I'm cool, and then
I kept hearing a phone going off and he was, like, yo, I'm
inside. I'm good. I'm good.

Q. Did you know before that night Vincent Nelson,.Jr., to
have a cell phone?

A. He normally had cell phones, but it was odd because it

rarely, like, happened. Like rarely.

Q. He rarely had a cell phone?

A. Yeah, rarely.

Q. And so did that stick out to you?

A. Yes, it did.

Q. And he's on the phone talking to someone else?

A. Yes, the whole period of time.

Q. Okay, and after you see that, after you see him pacing

and doing those things, what did Vincent Nelson, Jr., do?

A. He walked off into Ms. Davis's beautician shop, and he
was just talking. Yeah, yeah, I'm in here. I'm in here
and ---

THE CCURT: Slow down.

WITNESS: My apology.
A. Ms. Cari, you know, then notified Troy. She kept:
saying Troy, come here, come here, and I kept seeing
Vincent walk back and forth. And in my mind, I'm saYing, I
mean, what's gding on?

Q. You were confused at that point?
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A, Yes.

Q. Okay. Did you ever see Vincent interact with Brandon?
A. Yes, he did. That, that's when I start interacting

because, like I said, it was odd. Like, his demeanor was.

Q. What, if anything, was Vincent saying to Brandon?

AL Vincent came in. He's, like, yo, man, let me get a

cigarette, man. Let me get a cigarette.
THE COURT: Slow down. Slow déwn.
A. And ---
MR. SUTHERLAND: If I may? Getting into a lot of
hearsay.
THE COURT: Well, you have to object, sir.
MR. SUTHERLAND: Yes, sif:- Absolutely. Absolutely.
THE COURT: Sustained.

BY MS. WALKER:

Q. Did Brandon ever give Vincent a cigarette?

A.  Yes. AWhen I asked for one, he did.

Q. So then you, too, asked for a cigarette?

A. Yeah.

Q- Where -- were y'all allowed to smoke in the Davis
home?

A. Yeah. I could smoke outside, but me, I smoke up on
the hill. I don't like to smoke around Ms., Ms. Davis's

home. Out of respect, I went to the top of the hill, let

the ash out on the street.
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Q. So, who went outside’with you when you went to go
smoke? |

A. Brandon came with me.: Brandon was actually -- me and

Brandon were actually the last two to do go outside.

Vincent came outside first.

Q. Okay. Vincent went outside, and then the two'of you

followed him outside?'

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And you said you usually went to the top of the hill?
MS. WALKER; Your Honor, may the witness step down?
THE COURT: Yes, ma'am.

BY MS. WALKER:

Q. Josh, 1if you'll come stand right here and keep

speaking out loudly and slowly so that the court reporter

can hear what you say; okay? Right here. Face this way.

You were, you were at the top of the hill?

A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. Where exactly were you?
A. Right here in this area. Right here. See ---

THE COURT: Hold on, hold on. You got to speak up.
THE COURT: Speak up a little bit louder.
WITNESS: Excuse me.

BY MS. WALKER:

A. Right here in between this area where I was smoking.

Q. You were here?




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

39

J. WILLIAMS - DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MS. WALKER , 239
K. Yeah.

Q. Okay.

A. Like, right in this area.

Q. Where were Brandon and J School?

A. In this dark area right here. Brandon was right here
by the -- there was a weight bench right here, and:Vincent

was right here where the door was.

Q; Okay, and as it all -- you can go back on the witness

stand. Thank you, sir.

A. You're welcome.

Q. What happéns next?

A. Well, I see three individuals walk past. In the

formation they was walking, it was one individual that kept
walking past, and he was giggling and he kept staring me
down. And one I thing I don't -- I'don't like the;
intimid#tion factor. So, I said what's up? He noddéd his

head -and he walked off. And then two other individuals

-came following behind him in a interval, like, thirty

seconds. Excuse me, thirty seconds.

Q. You need some water?
A. Yeah.
(A PAUSE.)
A. Thank you.
Q. You're welcome. And these three individuals are

walking back and forth in front of you?
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A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. What happens after they keep walking back and forth in

front of you?

A. Okay, when I got done with my cigarette, I proceeded
down to the hill, ahd that's when I heard Brandon and
Vincent down there talking.

So, once I did, I turned around and I see the three
individuals.walking again, but this time I saw one
individual coming. He nodded his head at me, and he was
giggling again, and then he kept walking, and that's when
he immediately made a U-turn and he came at me with the gun
out. And I looked at him, and I stared him down. He was,
like, get down on the grouﬁd if you want live.

So, I put my hands up and I slowly gé down, Jjust
looking at him. In my mind was, like, you really want to
do this? .And thé moment I did that, pistol whipped. I'm

rolling down the-hill, and I was in that darkened area.

Q.- You get hit. Where did you get hit with the pistol?
A. Right there, this area, all in this area right here.
Q. And once you get hit with the pistol, did you say you

rolled down the hill kind of?

A. Kind of rolled down and tumbled.

Q. And did‘you see where that individual went after he
hit you with the pistol?.

A. He immediately proceeded to Brandon Jones. He was,
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likg, he's, likev—— Brandon was, like, no, man. Don't
shoot me. Don't shoot me. Don't shoot me. He's, like,
get down if you want to live, and Braﬁdon kept saying no,
don't shoot me. ‘Don't shoot me. And I'm just, like,
leaning over with my arms over -- you know, trying to play,
you kndw, trying to play dead, like. |

Q. At that ppint in time, ﬁan ybu see things clearly, or
are you little woozie? How's that?

A. All right( this eye right here could see but this eye
was stung. So, that's why I went 1ike this, right? And I
just see it, and Brandon was, like, please don't shoot me.
Don't shoot me. He was, like, he was, like, man; don't
shoot me. Don't shoot me. He's, like, well, I'm not.
Just, Jjust be quiet. And Brandon's, like, please don't
shoot me, and I'm just sitting up there, like...

Q. Okay. -After Brandon begging.not to be shot, could you
see where that individual went?

A. " Well, he just kept standing over Brandon. He's, like,
he's, like, where the - keys at? Where the keys at to the

car? Brandon was, like, man, I.don't know. I don't. know.

.And then once he did ‘that, the individual proceeded over to

" Vincent Nelson, Jr., and Vincent Nelson, Jr., like —---

THE .COURT: Slow down. Slow down.
Q. Slow down. I know you're, I know you're nervous.

Just slow down so that everybody can understand you, okay?
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A. I know.
Q. And you got to say yes or no so that she can

understand you, too, okay?

A. Okay.

Q. He, the man with the gun, proceeded towards J School?
A. Yeah. J Schbol, like, he's, like, where the keys at?
He's, like, it's two in.the house. .It's two in the house.

And that's when two, "the two individuals I spoke of, right,
they proceeded down the hill and the gun -- the gunman went
in the house, and that's when T heard scuffling and I heard
glass breaking. And that's when immediate -- like, two to

three minutes they came back outside, and that's when

- everything got real and ---'

Q. Okay, hold on one second. At that point in £ime while
this stuff was géing inside, what are you doing?

A. I still lying on the ground trying to, you know,
maneuver and get -- regain my composure. And like-I said,
the two individuals was still outside, and they patted me
down. It was, like, yo, what you got? What you got? I
was, like, I done got nothing. And then two people Jjust

beating on me. One was beating on my head, and one was

. beating on my side. And then one of them, when they

couldn't find anything, they yell damn. You one broke-ass

‘nigga.

Q. And at that point, could you -- did you ~- could you
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tell where Brandon was?

A. Brandon waé still(over there. Like,lhe just there,

like, laying there, iike, he -- and he Jjust kept saying

please don't shoot'me; Don't shoot me. Don't shoot me.
And after the écuffling, the door, I heard the-closing

of the door, like, boom. - And then we was just -- back

outside and then Vincent yells out, he's, like, let's go,

lét's go, let's go.ﬁ

Q. And when you say Vincent yells that.out, how many

times have you been arcund Vincent before?

A. I been around Vincent, know him, like, it was off and

on, but I'd seen'him around.

Q. Could you recognize his voice when you heard it?
VA.' Yes, ma'am.
Q. And he yells out let's go, let's go?
' A; He said let's go, let's go. And then all I'm hearing

is, like, 600, 600 don't do it. Pow, pow, pow, poOw, pow,
?ow, pow, and it's, like, shots repetiticnally just going
off. And then I felt a jolt of pain, and that's when i.
didn't hear Brandon no mére, and then everybody ran. All T
saw, eilght pair of shogs run up the.hiil, and Vincent
Nelson, Jr., was with them.

And the momeht -- I was in the moment. I regéined my
¢omposure-and I got up, and I didn't see Brandon nowhere

because once you get down that hill at a certain time of
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night, it gets dark, but you can still see what's going on.
And I was looking over, apd I ran past Mr. Davis's truck to
go on the site to seelif the door was open from the bottom
door. It was loékedﬂ

Q. You were trying to get back in the House? .

A. Yeah. I was trying to get -—

Q.. You were trying to get to safety?

A. Exactly. |

Q. And that door was‘locked?

A. That door was locked. So, the first thing that came

to my mind, that Ms. Davis has a beautician shop in there,
and -- but she'd have to go through the storage area. So,
what I-did was hold ﬁy side whereas I kind of had to, you
know, walk with a limp.-

Q. Why were yoﬁ holding your side?

A. Because it was, like, a bullet abrasion on the side
and I was bleeding.' I have --—-

Q. You'd been shot?

A. Yes, ma'am, and was holding the shirt, .and that's when
I heard someone inside the house, like, coming towards the
sports rogm. And I was trying to shoulder block my way in
through the beautician door, and I was screaming, like,
somebody let me in, let me in, let me in. And when I
shoulder blocked myself in, I was greeted with Mr. Davis

and Mr. Davis said where's Brandon. I was, like, I don't
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know. I was, like, I ---

THE COURT: Slow down.
A. --- don't know.

THE COURT: Slow down.

Q. You didn't know where Brandon was at fhat point in
time?

A: Yes, ma'am.l

Q. And did you -- did police:officers come to y'all that
night?

A. When I went outside, there were éo many officers out
there. T went -- I was the one that went back outside

because Ms. Davis, she was trying to calm me down because,
like, I had blocod running from here. Then I was hblding my
side, and then I was looking at my shirt and I was, like,

man, I can't believe this happened to me.

Q. Did you go to the hospital that night?
A. Yes, I did.
Q. And did you eventually make contact with law

enforcement officers?

A. Yes, I did. Mr., Mr. Boland, he came.
Q. Investigator Boland?
A. Yes, sir. He came in and presented himself, and at

the time I was in, I was in a state. Like, I really didn't
want to be bothered, but Mr. Boland, he presented himself

well. And he said, he said listen. 1I'm Investigator
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Boland and I'm ---

Q. Did you give a statement to him?
A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Okay.

MS. WALKER: Beg the court's indulgence, Your Honor.
Q. With your position on the, on the hill'that night, did
you get a good lbok at the faces of the individuals that
rushed the house?.
A. Ma'am, I know for a fact the gunman, he had, like, a

medium brown complexion, and he had, like, a...

Q. Did you get a good look at his face?
A. Yes, ma'am. He had a medium brown complexion.
Q. And did you see Brandon get in any way assaultéd_by

the gunman?
A. Yes. They were scuffling. Yes, ma'am. That's what
I'm séying.' After the scuffle, Brandon was laying on the
ground. He kept screaming don't shoot me. Don't shoot me.
Q. When Brandon was yelling don't shoot me, don't shoot
me, did you actually see Brandon ge£~shot?
A. I heard the shots go off, and they just sent a jolt of
pain iﬁ me because'when it went off, it was just, it was
just too much for me.
Q. Thank you, sir.

MS. WALKER: I don't have anything else.

MR. SUTHERLAND: Please the court, sir?
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CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. SUTHERLAND:

Q. Is a Joshua or .Josh?

A. Josh.

Q. Josh, I'm Tivis.

A, How are you doing, sir?

0. I'm doing well. This won't take too long. I just

want to ask you.a little bit about what you Just testified
about, and a little bit about Vincent Nelson.

Did you testify you had known him for a year or two?

A. I'd know him about a year.
Q. J School, about a year?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And was, was he often over at _

A, In the beginning, he was, he was heavily over there
often. Like I said, Ms. Davis, she welcomes you in the
home. We YOung individuals, she treat all, you know, is

the same: like we all her boys. -It just that he

.disappeared for, like, two or' three months and then just,

like, that night he just, you know, he popped up.

Q. Okay. So, he all of a sudden popped up. You‘ve'
testified about his demeanor. That he just loocked like he
was gone. Is that, that...

A. No. He was, like, in a state. Like, he was just,
like, standing there. Like, he was, like, he waé lifeless,

like, in a I-don't-care state.
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Q. I gotcha. I gotcha, and just a last thing. You had

testified that, that you heard 600, don't do it, don't do

it?
A. Yes, 1 did.
Q. Okay, thank you, sir.

MR. SUTHERLAND: No further questions, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Redirect? |

MS. WALRER: Nothing from the state, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you. You may step down.

(THE WITNESS EXITS THE STAND.)

THE COURT: You got a short witness, Ms. Walker?

MS. WALKER: I beg the court's indulgence, sir.

(A PAUSE.)

MS. SIMPSON: State calls Chandler Davis.

THE COURT: Mr. Davis, Chandler Davis, please.

CHANDLER DAVIS, BEING DULY SWORN,

TESTIFIES AS FOLLOWS:

CLERK OF COURT: Have a seat in the witness stand,
please. State your name for the record.

WITNESS: Chandler Davis.

DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MS. SIMPSON:

Q. Mr. Davis, how old you?
A. I'm fifty-four.
Q. And where do.you live?

A. NN Columbia, South Carolina.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

. 25

49

C. DAVIS - DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MS. SIMPSON 249
Q. Okay, and speak up just a little bit so everybody can
hear.

A. Drive -- P couth Carolina.

Q. Okay, and are you married?

A. Yes, ma'am, I am.

Q. Who are you married to?

A. Gwendolyn Sugar David.

Q. And she goes by Ms. Sugar?

A. Sugar, yes, ma'am.

Q. » And do you have any children?

A. Yes, ma'am.

0.’ Trenton and Troy Scott, whb we're heard referred,

réferred to, are those actually your stepsons?

A. Those are my stepsons, but they are my children.

Q. They're your‘cﬁildren. You raised them. Tell me a
little bit about the house at B D ive and your
family dynamic. x.

A. Okay. Well, my house, we fry to treat everybody liké
family. Try to be good, you know, to everybody in life.
We love kids, you know, like ---

Q. Slow down just a little.

A. We try toitreat everybody the same around there. We
love kids. We don't like to see homeless kids -and stuff.
You know, try to guide them the right way and stuff like

that and help. If we can help you, we will help you, you
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know, but...

Q. And your home, Ms. Sugar, your wife, actually had kind

- of a salon area that she ran?

A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. And there was also a recording studio and kind of a

sports area for the boys —---

A. Yes.

Q. --- downstairs?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And that's kind of whefe they stayed and hung:out?
A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Were they_into music?

A. Yeah, they are into music.

Q. And often would they have ffiends over?

A. Yes, they would. |

Q. And I want to turn your attention to January 25th of

2013. Did you know Brandon Jones?

A. Yes, I did.
Q. How did you know Brandon?
A. I met him through the kids. He was like a son to me.

Me and him, we got real close.

Q. And so he would be around pretty often?

A. Yes, he would.
Q. And did you also know Joshua Williams?

A, I know Joshua. You know, we try, we try to straighten
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him out. You know, take him to church and everything,
clothing and everything, you know. He would, he would hang
around. He disappeared for a few months, and he céme back.
I think -- he, he came back. He said he'd been in the
hospital or something, was..p

Q. And are we talking about Joshua or Vincent Nelson?

A. Oh, I'm sorry. I'm sorry. Yeah, I know -- okay.

Yes, I know Josh.

Qi Okay, and you also know Vincent Nelson, Jr., J School?
A. Yes, I knew him.
Q. And was he actually one of the young men your family

took in for a period of time?

A. Yes.

Q. fo try.and get hiﬁ off the streets and ---

A. Yes.-

Q. --- and back on track?

A, Yes. |

Q. So, you all .trusted him? You knew him?

A. Yes, I trusted him.

Q. And you said earlier that he hadn't been around for a

couple of months?

A. Right.
Q. He'd kind. of disappeared?
A. Right.

Q. On January 25th, tell us what you remember about when
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he came to the door.

A. It was about,‘prbbably around about 10, maybe after
10. Close to that, I know. Doorbell rang. I said who's
at -- you know, who -- you know/ I told my wife who's at my
door this time of night? So, I got up. I went to the
door. I saw it was him, so I, I let him in. You know, I
told him the boys downstairs, you know, Jjust trusting him.
Q. And he had actualiy done‘some work for y'all, too,

around the house?

A. You know,-a little cleaning up.

Q. To help the -——=

A. Yeah, yeah, a little cleaning up stuff.

0. And you didn't have any reason not to let him in the
home?

A. No, I had no reason not to let him in. Have no reason
not to let him in the'home, you know, because that was my
son friends supposedly.

Q. The downstairs area, .can it.be kind of closed off as

far as from the upstairs area?

A. Yes. Yes.

0. So you are separated?

A. Yes.

Q. And at some poinp, did you find ouf about the incident

and everything that was happening outside?

A. Yes. First I heard glass breaking, and I said what's
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my boys down there bfeaking now, all right? And so I
didﬂ't pay, really pay it no attention at the second, you
know, too much like that. And all of a sudden, I heard a
gunshot, gunshot. Then I heard about three or four more,
and -- five minutes, and’'so I jumped up, you know, get my
clothes on and get downstairs.

Q. So, this was late. You were actuaily probably, I
guess, in the process of going to bed?

A. Yeah. So, I jumpéd up, right, and tried to get
downstairs, you know, get downstairs, get my clothes and.
get downstairs. At that time, there was a beating on the
side door. What that was, that was Josh, Joshua Williams.
That -- he, he was —-- they hadn'f let him inside the déor.
I, I —- well,‘when I didn't see Joshua and I didn't see
Brandon. So, I ran around lboking for all, looking fof all
the kids, right?

Q. Okay. So, let me stop you. So, Joshua is actually --
and when you say Joshua, Joshua Williams is actually
beafing on the side door ---

A. Yes. |

Q. --- trying to get in?

A. Uh-huh.

Q. And at that point, you're looking for everybody else?

A. I was looking for everybody'else, too.

0. Because all the shots had gone off?
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A. Uh-huh. Yeah.

Q. And what happened next?

A. ~ Okay. So, I got him in my -- and I ran around looking
for Joshua and Brandon, right? I got to the door, to my
back door aﬁd I found Brandon laying down. So, I grabbed
him and I tried to grab him, and talking to him, and he was
bleeding stuff. He wés saying help, help. So, you know,
he was bleeding. I got on my phone again to call EMS, you
know. And my wife, she's upstairs, you know, you know.

She was running around, hollering out, and I told her
Brandon down =-- Brandon was down here and, you know,
everything just...

Q. So, everything wés happening prétty quickly?

A. Yeah.r

Q. So, you were aétually down there with Brandon?

A. Yeah.

Q. As he was bleeding out, and he was saying help me,
help me?

A. Xes.

Q. But he was conscious?

Al Yes.

Q. You were juét trying to help him gét through?

A.  Yes.

Q. And did-you know yet about the fact that Trey had been

shot?
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Yeah, I know. .
And was he beiﬁg helped, too?
He was being helped.
That's Ms. Sugar?
Yes.
And did you actually wait with Brandon?
Yes, Ildid. |
Until EMS arrivéd?~
Yes.

- Now, other than hearing what went on and being with

Brandon afterwards, did you actually see any of the.

shooting or what happened outside?

A.

Q.

I didn't see the shootings, no..

But you actually are one of the ones that célled 911>
Yes. |

MS. SIMPSON: Tﬁank you, Mr. Davis.

WITNESS: All right.

THE COURT: Any questions?

MR. SUTHERLAND: I have no questions of this witness,

Your Honor..

THE COURT: Thank you.. You may step down.
(THE WITNESS EXITS THE STAND.)

'THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, I have a

hearing stérting in ten minutes on another matter. Let's .

break until 2:15. That's a little longer than I normally

1
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MS. CAMPBELL: The state calls Investigator Michael
Beeler.

THE COURT: Come around, please.

MICHAEL BEELER, BEING DULY SWORN,

TESTIFIES AS FOLLOWS£

CLERK OF COURf: Have a seat on the stand for me,
please. Statevyour(name for the record.

WITNESS: ‘Michaei Beeler.
DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MS. SIMPSON:
Q. Investigator Beeier, where are you employee?
A. Richland Couﬁty Sheriff's Department with the Crime
Scene Forensic Unitf
Q. And how.long have you been with the Richland County

Sheriff's Department?

A. Fourteen years.

Q. And you stated that yQu‘re in the Crime Scene Unit?
A. Yes, ma'ami

Q. How long have you beén with the Crime Scene Unif?
A. About six years. |

Q. Six years, and as a member of the Crime Scene Unit,

what are some of your duties?

A. Primarily response to any kind of crime scene, from
occasional éar break-ins, a lot of property crimes, -
burglaries, armed robberies, homicides. Pretty muﬁh

anything in Richland County.
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Q. Okay, and do you work with a number of other crime
investigators as well?

A. Yes, ma'am, I do.

Q. And can you tell the jury just a little bit about your

training and background with respect to crime scene

investigation?
A. .Yes, ma'am. I graduated th