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S. McDONALD - DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MSh WALKER . 726
also come in maybe late 11, -12ish on the 26th. I would
come in to see what I could do to try to help move the case
along. They had all gone home after being out all:night.
Q. When you're dealing with a crime of this gravity, is
it peculiar for multiple investigators to become involved
in different aspects of the case?

A. No, not at all. We, we utilize a number of
investigators on murders. Very common.

Q. And what would your role become as you became involved
in this investigation?

A. I was the supervisor trying to help perpetuate this
investigation to identify suspects.

Q. . And on the 26th, were y'all able to identity one of
the suspects?

A. Yes, we were. We were able to get the J School

subject identified. After looking through many databases

and photos and things like that, we were able to get a

match to one that matched his Facebook post and the picture

that we had, and that was confirmed through his date of

‘birth. And we were able to positively ID him as being one

in the same Vincent Phillip Nelson, Jr.

Q. That same day, would you meet with one of the victims
in this case, Mr. Troy Scott?

A. I would.

Q. And what was the purpose of meeting with Mr. Scott?
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S. McDONALD - DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MS. WALKER 727
A. We -- I had prepared a photo lineupvwith Vincent
Nelson in it, and I believe at this point we had also met
with Mr. Liberty, and he had supplied the name of Leocnard,
the subject who lived on Union Street. Said that Mr.
Nelson only associated himself with a couple people, and
based on the description he was given by the Scotts, he
believed that Lecnard could be one of the parties involved
in this incident. I did some résearch on some databases
and came up with a Leonard Gaston living on Union Street,
and I put him in a photo lineup as well.

Q. And were you aware at that time that Mr. Liberty was

never at the incident location?

A. I was.
Q. ~ But he was trying to be helpful, I guess?
A. He was trying to be helpful. He knew Mr. Nelson and

knew his associates, and he didn't associate wi£h very many
people, which limited the scope of the possible other
suspects. And based on the description that the Scotts had
given to him, he suggested this name.

Q. And did you ---

A. S0 ~--—-

Q. You said you put Mr. Gaston in a photo lineup?

A. I did. |

Q. Did Troy Scott, who was actually present at the crime

scene, identify Mr. Gaston as being a participant in this
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S. McDONALD - DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MS. WALKER 728
murder? |

A. No, he did,not.A

Q. I would like to turn your atﬁention, Captain, to the.

28th of January of last year. Did you continge to be
in&olved in this iﬁvestigétion?

A. Yes. By this point Investigator Boland, who had
responded initially that night, was the primary
investigator gssigned to the case. We all -- I had also
put Investigator Tanﬁer asfhis secondary to fun on thé case
with him. Myself and twWo bf my seréeants in the Majo;
Crimes Unit, Sergeant Isenhoward and Sé;geant Linaler, wefe
also assisting.

Q. 7And'at that point, did you become aware of a possible.
location of Vincent Nelson, Jr.?

A. Right. We’ 'had an éddres.s on I | bclieve

I o @ previous residence. I 'instructed

the investigators to get warrants for murder and the other

-associated charges and a search warrant for this residence.

We all responded to this location in hopes of locating Mr.

Nelson and searching the residence.

Q. . 'And what was that location?- That was the I
Drive location?

A. . That's correct.

Q.  And was Mr. Nelson at that location?

A. He was not. We made contact with a family member who-
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S. McDONALD - DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MS. WALKER 729
told us that he no longer lived there. We had other
information on some othér locations we wanted to check from
various databases that he had another address we wanted to
check out that he had been associated with.

Q. And, Céptain, did y‘all} did y'all, in faét, checkiout
that address?

A. We did. We went to Hammond Village Apartment
knocked on door there to see i1if we could locate him.

Q.  Tell us what haﬁpened once you knocked on the door at
Hammond Village.

A. - When we knocked on the door, didn't get.a response.
Knocked again. ‘We heard some‘rumblihg,‘some noise inside.
We obviously believed someone was inside. We continued to

knock, identified ocurselves ---

Q. Okay.
A. ~-- as being with the Richland County Sheriff's
Department. Please open the door; please open the door.

In my best estimation, we were probably outside a minute
and a-half or so, méybe two minutes, before soﬁeone finally
came to the door, which was Mr. Maurice Roberts, Sr.; who-
answered the door.

Q. And Mr. Maurice Roberts, Sr., what is his relationship
to the defendant?

A. He would be the defendant's fafher.

0. And did you speak with Mr., Mr. Roberts, Sr.?
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S. McDONALD - DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MS. WALKER 730

A. - We did, yes, and we explained why we were there. We
explained we were looking for Vincent Nelson. This was a

previous address he used before, and we had an arrest

-warrant for him.

Q. And did Mr. ~- did the senior Mr. Nelson tell you
whether or not -- or I'm sorry, the senior Mr. Roberts tell
you whether or not Mr. Nelson was in the residence?

A. He denied him being present. We asked if we could

. come in to check for ourselves, which he did allow us to

do.
Q. And was his information to you,‘in'fact, a liev?
A. Yes, 1t was. Sergeant Isenhoward immediately spotted

sﬁbject asleep on the couch, and as we approached that
person, 1it, in fact, ‘was Vincent Nelson.

Q. And at this point, were ---in fa;t, were you making
entry into the residence as well?

A. Yes, me and several of the other investigators:

Q.- Who, aside from the investigators, who were the actual

_people that were occupying the residence at that time?

A. There was Mr. Roberts, Sr., who‘we had époken*with;
Maﬁrice Roberts, Jr.; Maurice's mother, whose name escapes
me ‘at the moment. We found another subject, upon clearing
the reéidence, upstairs: Jwaun Duckett. He was in a
closet.

Shortly after making entry and placing Mru'Ne;son
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S. McDONALD - DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MS. WALKER i 731
under arrest, myself and another investigator, I think
myself and Isenhoward, talked to Mr. Roberts, Sr., about

conducting a consent to search. Since we had located a

-murder suspect in there, obviously we were interested in a

weapon or anything else that might tie into this case. So,
we did get consent to search.

MR. SUTHERLAND: Objection. That's hearsay. Consent
fromlMaurice, Sr.

THE COURT: Overruled.

MR. SUTHERLAND: Yes, sir.

BY MS. WALKER:

A. We did get the consent to search. That's when the
other investigators went upstairs and located Mr.‘Duckett.
We located some cell phones, a small bit of marijuana, and
we were continuing to talk to Mr. Roberts.

MR. SUTHERLAND: Objebtion, Your Honor. May we
approach, sir? |

THE COURT: Yeé,'sir.

(OFF-THE-RECORD BENCH CONFERENCE.)

THE COURT: All right, Mr. Foreman, ladies and
gentlemen of the jury, obviously the fact that they found a
little bit of marijuana hasn't got anything to do with this
case. So, just disregard that. It's not any element of
any of the offenses that we're dealing with. That's Jjust

something collaterally that was found in the house. That
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S." McDONALD - DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MS. WALKER | 732
hasn't got anytbing to do with the tfial of this case.

Is that satisfactory? |

MR. SUTHERLAND: Yes, 'sir.

| MS. WALKER: Thank you, Your Honor.

BY MS. WALKER:
Q. After conducting the search of the home and finaing, I
guess at that point, Mr. Duckett, Mr. Roberts, Jr., and
Vincent-Nelson, Jr., did yéu continue to, to, I guess, make
contact and.try to figure out who all was involved in the
murder?
A. That's correct. We continued talking to Mr. Roberts,

Sr., and to Maurice, trying to gather more information

‘because at this point we knew we had several individuals

involved. We juét didn't know who, other than Mr. Nelson.
As we were talking, both Mr., Mr. Roberts, Sr., and

Maurice, Jr., indicated that Nelson went off and used a

cell phone, one of their cell phones. It was very common.

In fact, Maurice Roberts, Jr., pointed out, in facf, that

on the night of this incident that Vincent Nelson did, in

fact, havé his cell phone.

Q.' And did he tell you which cell phone -- how many cell

phones -did you locate in that home?

A I believe fhere were three.

0. And did he tell you which cell phone he said Vincent

Nelson, Jr., had?
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S. McDONALD - DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MS. WALKER 733
A. Yes. It was his phone, which was a camouflaged phone,
és he célled it. It had a plastic cover on it that;s
camouflaged in color.

Q. And did you take custody of that phone?

A. Yes, that and the other two phones as well, but
especially the other one.

Q. And did you have further contact with Maurice Roberts,
Jr., that day?

A. Yes, I did. Once he started telling us about, you
know, his phone had been used that night, we were curious
as to what else he might know. So, at ‘that point I asked
him, in front of his father, if he would ride down to the
sheriff's department with us and-discuss this further. And

he fully agreed to.voluntarily come to headquarters with

us. He was -- wasn't under arrest. He wasn't put in
handcuffs. He was just asked to come in our car.

Q. And did you transport him to headquarters?

A. I did, myself and Sergeant Lindler.

Q. And at -- during that drive, did you have any

conversation with him about the actual murder?

A. Not at that time. We just had small talk, I believe.
You know, where you go to school, how far did you go in
school, just, you know, small talk. Nothing abouﬁ the case
at that point.

0. When you got him to headquarters, did y'all's
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S. McDONALD = DiRECT'EXAMINATION,BY MS. WALKER - ‘ 734
conQersation turn towards,actually discussing the facts of
this case?

A. Right. Thé first thing-I did when we got into my

‘office, along with Sergéaﬁt“Lindler, wéS‘pull out an

_ advisement of rights form.. I didn't know what he might

inform me.of.
Q.  Let mejshow you State's Exhibit. Number 1 and ask you
if. you recognize that.

A. Yes. This is:the-form“where'Ivadvised.Mr. Roberts of

~his advice of rights and his waiver of rights.

VVMS. WALKER:* Your Honor, at this time the state seeks
to admit Exhibit 1 into evidence. o

MR. SUTHERLAND: Previbqsvobjecfion, Your Honor.

THE COURT: You're ﬁrotectéd on your previous |
objection.

MR. SUTHERLAND: Yes, sir.

(ADVfCE OF RIGHTS FORM MARKED INTO EVIDENCE Aé‘SfATE'S
EXHIBIT. NUMBER 1.7 | | |
BYAMé{ WALKER:

Q. ‘Can yoﬁ explaih ﬁo'the jury‘how‘YOu adviéed Mf.

Roberts of his rights. and walked him through ﬁhat?_

‘A. . We have a form. It's our Richland County Sheriff's

Department interrogation Advice of Rights_form that I went

'oveﬁ with Mr. Roberts. On here is his name; the location

this occurred at, which was Richland County Sheriff's
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S. McDONALD - DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MS. WALKER - 735
Department; the dfficers that were present when I advised

him of his rights, which were myself, Sergeant Isenhoward

~‘and Sergeant Lindler; the date, which was January 28, 2013;

and the time 1425, which military time is 2:25. PM. I then
proceeded to go down reading each line here, which I'l1l
read to you, and I put a check after each line indicating

-- asking Maurice if he understood what I was reading him,

- and, if he did, then I would put a check there and continue

on. So,.I‘starfedloff:

Before we ask you ahy questions, you must
understénd your rights;‘ You agree?

He understood that. |
You havegthe right to remain silent.

He agree&-he understood that.
Anything you say can be used against you in
court.

Once again, the. same.
You have the riéht to talk to a lawyer for advice
before we ask you any questioné and have the
lawyer with you ‘during any-questioning.

He understood that.
If you cannot afford a lawyer, one will be
éppoiﬁﬁed for yoﬁ before any queétioning if you
wish.

He understood that.
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S. McbONALD - DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MS. WALKER | - 736
If you decide to answer questions now without a
lawyer present, you still have the rith to stop
answering at any time. You also have the right
to stop answering at any time until you talk to a
lawyer.

Once again, he understood that and agreed to talk to

us. I then proceeded to read the waiver of rights. i

read this and it's the -- states:
I have read this statement of my rights and
understand what my rights are. I am willing to
talk and answer questions. I understand and know
what I am doing. No promises have been made to
me, and no pressure or coercion of any kind has
been used against me.

As I went over this, I stopped at the word coercion.

A iot'of people don't, don't know what that means. I asked

him if knew what it meant. He waén't sure. I explained to

him coercion is force.. I'm.not going to force you to talk

to me; we're just going to talk. No one's going to put a

gun to your head or anything like that. This is a}

voluntary thing, and he understood exactly what I meant by

that.
I then checked this section off as well. I asked him
if he understood his rights that I've read to him up here

and to agree to talk to us. If he would please sign this
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S. MCDQNALD‘— DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MS. WALKER 737
form, which he did, and this was witnessed by myself and
Sergeant Lindler.

Q. And at that point, after advisement of his rights, was

Maurice Roberts under arrest?

A. No, he was not.

Q. Was he free to leave at any point in time?

A. He was. This was just out of an abundance of caution
in murder investigations. You know, we're very cognizant

of rights and we didn't know what he might tell us. So, we
wanted to make sure we had advised him of his rights at
this point.

Q. And, and wﬁat room at the sheriff's department did

this conversation take place at?

A. In my office.
Q. And who all was present for that?
A. For the advice of rights, Sergeant Isenhoward and

Sergeant Lindler. Isenhoward would depart right after
this. He went to go interviéw Mr. Duckett.

Q. And did he -- did Maurice Roberts appear to understand
what you were saying?

A. Yes.

Q. Did he appear to be under the inflPence of any drugs
or alcohol?

A. No, not at all.

Q. Did he engage with you in a way that made you
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understand .that he undefstood_the questions you were asking

him?

A. . Yes, he did.

Q. Was he deprived of food during this conversation?

A. No;' 

Q. Wéé'he'depgivéd ofrwater during this conversation?
Al No.

Q. And after-advisihg Maufice Roberts of his rights and

him waiving those riéhts,:did hé7 in fact, give you a
étatement? |
AT He-did. 1Initially he ‘denied any -involvement or any
kndwledge;. |

MR. SUTHERLAND:"I renew my previous objections, Your
Honor. |

THE COURT: Previous objection?

'MR.‘SUTHERLAND: Oh, the previous objection was on the -

‘'waiver, and this objection is on the statement, sir.

- THE COURT: You are protected.
MR. SUTHERLAND: Thank you, sir.

BY MS. WALKER:

"A. He initially told us he didn't havevany involvement or

knowledge in this incident. We talked a little bit about
this, kind of laid it out. How did ybu know, you know,
who, who are some of the other people that may be involved,

that kind of thing. Weren't going.too far at that point.
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Sergeant Isenhoward would periodically check back with
us. He was interviewing Mr. Duckett; as wel; as Major
Smith and Investigator Boland were interviewing Nelson.
So, information‘was starting fo flow about the incident,
and we're starting to get some more information abbut
parties involved. - Of ééﬁrse, both of those parties
indicated Maurice was ipvolved in this incident. As we
started to confrontvMaurice'with some of»these facts, his
story started to change.
Q. And in an investigation, is it uncommon for sus?ects
to déﬁ? invoivement,until confronted with certain evidence?

A. That happens all the time, vyes.

Q. .And at some point, did he begin to make certain

.admissions?.

A. Yes, he did.

Q. And were those admissions reduced to writing?
A. They were.
Q. Let me show you what's been marked as State's Exhibit

¢

2 and ask you if you recognize this.
A. Yes. This is a written stétement I took from Maurice
that déy;

MS. WALKER: Yoﬁr Hohoin at this point the state seeks
to admit Exhibit 2 into evidence.

THE COURT:. All right. Same objections earlier noted?

MR. SUTHERLAND: Yes, sir.
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(STATEMENT MARKED INTO EVIDENCE AS STATE'S EXHIBIT
NUMBER 2.)
MS. WALKER: Your Honor, permission for the captain to

publish that statement to the jury?

BY MS. WALKER:

A. This is a statement I took from Maurice Rober£s on

January 28,>2013, at 1522 hours, which would be at 3:22 PM.

This.was taken in, in the presence of myself and Sergeant

Lindler. It's in a question and answer format, and I'm

asking the questions and Maurice Roberts, Jr., is answering

the questions, and it begins:
QueStion:<'What can you tell me about the
shooting that took place on January 25th, 2013,
at
Answer: I was at my house that night around
10:00 or 10:25 PM with Junior. That's when 600
and Metro came over to my house. While we were
there, Junior talked about going over to his
homeboy's house for a lick. He said they had . a
studio there. . Junior said thelhouse was over
there by the Village. Junior had hy cell phone
and left the house about five minutes before me.
600 and Metro did -- left about five minutes
before 600 and Metro did. The plan was that

Junior -would get inside and then call us to let
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us know when to come. We then began to walk over
towards E.E. Taylor School. While we were
walking, 600 got a phone call from Junior. 600
gave me the phone. Junior told me that he was
in, that his homey's daddy let him in. I told
Junior that he didn't need to do this shit with
the boy's daddy there. I was walking down
B ith 600 and Metro. I stopped when
I got in front of the house. Metro and 600 kept
walking past the house and then turned around and
camelback up‘to the house and tock'off running
down the driveway. I saw them telling the people
to get down. 600 and Metro began tussling with
someone in the driveway. I saw him tussling and
ran down the driveway to help out. "The boy had
600 on the ground, and I ran down and pulled the
boy off of 600. When I did this, the guy turned
around and hit me with his elbow in my eye, and
the boy then turned around and hit me with his
first. 600 then pistol whipped the boy and he
fell down. 600 then went down -- then went to
the doorway of the door at the bottom of the
driveway. 600 was trying -to get the door open.
The other boys were-trying to shut the door on

him, and he got his arm or hand stuck in the door
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o

= ©

and was screaming for help. I ran over and tried
to helpnpush the door open so 600 could get his
hand out. That is when I heard the gunshot go
off from 600's gun. After the first shot, 600
and I back away from the aoor. That's when 600
ran up the hill and started shooting the boy ﬁhat
was down in the middle of the driveway about
halfway up. When I saw this, I took off running
and ran back to my house. When I got back to my
house, I was the fi;st~§ne there. Junio£ then
showed up - Junibr was saying niggés don't know
how to listen. I cut on the TV and turned on the
news to see if there was anything about what héd‘
just hapbened. I went and got some ice to put on
my eye. I then laid down and fell asleep.
Junior woke me up about 2:00 AM. Junior wakes me
up to show me something on Facebook. It said
rest invpeace, Beezy.

And did you know who Beezy was?’

Beezy was the, the victim in this, vyes.

Of the nickname for Brandon Jones?

Brandon Jones, yes.

Go ahead, sir.

Maurice says;

I said damn, bro, to Junior and then went back to
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sleep.

Question: While you were at the house during
this incident, did you hear someone ask how many
peoplé were in the house?

Yés, whoever the guy that got shot was being
asked how many people were in the house by 600.
Question: Did you shoot anyone that night on
I D:ive?

Answer: No.

Did you have a gun with you that night, January
25th, 20137 .

Answer: No.

Who had .the gun and did the shooting?

600.

Question: What is 600's real name?

Answer: I don't know his name. I just know of
him.

Question: Can you describe 600 to me?

He's about 6 foot, skinny fellow, albino. He was
wearing all black, I think. Twenty-one years
old.

Question: What were you wearing that night?
Brown camouflaged pants, black hoodie with a hole
in the left shoulder. - I accidentally bleached it

yesterday when I was doing the dishes.
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Question: Who is Metro?
I don't know his real name. Black male, 5/7 to
"5/8, average build, nineteen years old, medium
complexion. He was wearing a skull cap with a
hoodie over it. I think he would -- I tﬁink he
was wearing all b;ack as well.
Question: Where is the gun at now?
Answer: I don't know, sir.
Questions: Is the picture I showed you, Vincent
Nelson, the person you know as Junior?
Answer: Yes. |
Now, did, did fhat conclude the written statement?
Yes, it did.

And I guess he -- the clothes that he accidently

bleached while doing, was it the dishes?

A.

Q.

AL

Q.

That's what he said-.
Well, did y'all recover those?
I believe we did, yes.

'And the cell phone, I want to show you what's been

marked as State's Exhibit 38. Ask if you recognize this.

A.

Yes. This is the camouflaged cell phohe that Mr.

Maurice Roberts pointed out to me as being his phone that

Q.

"Vincent Nelson had used on the night of this incident.

And do you recall who this phone was -- who actually

~had this phone'When you recovered it?
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A. I believe it was given to me by Investigator

Isenhoward. Mr. Duckett had been given the phone.

Q. Mr. Duckett who'd been in the closet?
A. Yes.
Q. And you said that he did, in fact, find out that the

victim had died that night and then he went back tc sleep?
A. Right.

Q. I want to show what's been marked as State's Exhibits
203 and 204. 1Is this the way Mr. Roberts looked when you

met with him?

A. Yes, it is.
Q. And was. that black eye significant to y'all?
A. It was. We knew, as he said, he had been assaulted

while engaged in this incident in the eye, which is evident
from the pictures. We had one of the lab personnel come
over and take pictures of him in my office to document
that.

Q. And as a part of your investigation, do you deal a lot
with the, with cell phones that are involved in crimes?

A. Yes, I do.

Q. And did you get the phones, the cell phone records for
the cell phone I showed you?

A. I did. They were through Cleartalk Wireless, which I
know was here earlier this week to testify. Particularly

-- that particular number was 803-363-2787. I requested
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the call detail records and any text message detail that
they could provide.

Q. .- And did those records confirm other or collect -- did
those records confirm other information that you had
involving this murder?

A. Yes, they did. Specifically the text messages.

Q. And have you prepared a -- I say a Powerpoint
presentation that shows those text messages?

A. Right, yes. Very brief one, yes.

Q. And would that aid you in, iﬁ explaining those text
messages to the jury?

A. Yes.

-MS. WALKER: Your Honor, may we approéch?

(OFF-THE-RECORD BENCH CONFERENCE.)

THE COURT: All right, y'all step up the Powerpqint,
please.

MS. WALKER: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Mr. Foreman, ladies‘énd gentlemén;.we‘re
going to finish the direct examination of this witness,
break for lunch, come back, and we'll,'if everything goes
according to plans, we'll finish the testimony at 3:30,
4:00 this afternoon, and we will stay here and go over
everything that we have to go over so theré'il be no
hesitation in the morning. When we come back, we can go

straight into arguments and the charge.
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THE COURT: All right. We'll stand at ease until
about quarter -- about an hour now.

Ms. Walker, we'll see how good your technical skilis
are in the next hour.

MS. WALKER: 1I'll work on it, Judge.

(OFF THE RECORD.)

THE COURT: All right, state ready toc proceed?

MS. WALKER: Yes, sir, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Defense ready to proceed?

MR. SUTHERLAND: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right. Bring the Jjury in, please.

(THE JURY ENTERS AT 1:47 PM.)

THE COURT: OQkay, ready to proceed, ma'am?

MS. WALKER: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT:' And you've guaranteed it will work?

MS. WALKER: Yes. Yes, sir.

THE COURT: 1I'll hold you in contempt if it does not.

MS. WALKER: Your Honor, may the witness step,off the
stand? |

THE COURT: You may.

MS. WALKER: Lower the lights again. Is that gbod?
Can everybody see?

THE COURT: That's fine. Thank you, ma'am.

BY MS. WALKER:

Q. Captain McDonald, before we broke I think you said you
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S. McDONALD - DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MS. WALKER 751
used cell phone records that have been already entered into

evidence to produce this Powerpoint?

A. That's correct.
Q. Can you describe for the jury what we're seeing here?
A. What you see here are the text message detail report

for Cleartalk Wireless, cell phone number (803)363-2787,

-which is the Maurice Roberts cell phone- that he identified

as being his phone. - And I'm into the date where this
incident occurred. This.phone'was used by Vincent Nelson.
What you see here, you see a lot of gobblygook --
well, I'1ll try to explaih it to you. This is the dafe and
the time. This stuff hére really isn't relative but
1/25/2013,. 2258 hours, which is 10:58 to 51 seconds, this
was an SMS.message,,whiéh is a text message. This is the
phone it was originated from. This is the phone it went
to. I'm sorry. That's backwards. This is the phone it
originated from. It's Roberts's cell phone. Iﬁ was sent
to this phone, which is Mr.rDesﬁawn McClary's phone.
Q. And I know that this, this is not your language, but
will you please read for the jury the text message that was
sent from Méurice Roberts's cell phone that Vincent Nelson
had to the celi phone .of Deshawn McClary?
A. He sent the téxtfxlt's fo niggas in here and they dat.
And the way this doeé this, everything is done twice. Sé,

this wasn't a seconddry message. It was the same message.




524

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

S. McDONALD - DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MS. WALKER 752

It just read the thing twice for some reason on their

system.

Q: And at -- that was at 10:587

A. That's correct.

Q. And at 11:08, .did that cell phone send another message

to that same number?

A. It did. It said: Come on, I got two outside.
Q. And the next text message?

A. It's at 2311{ which is 11:11 PM and 59 seconds. This
is Deshawn McClary's phéné responding to the phone used by
Vincent Nelson saying: On the way.

Q. And, finally, what's the -last text message that we

have up there?

A. 2312, another one is sent saying: Come on, I got two
outside.
Q. And did that information corroborate the rest of what

you learned throughout the course of the investigation?

A, It did. When we loocked at the actual cell phone
itself, these messages were on there as well. This is
Maurice Roberts's cell phone that we recovered January 28th
when we're at the residence he idéntified as being his
phone, .and the phone that was used by Vincent Nelson on
January 25th, that phone rigﬁt there- that she's holding up.
Q. Okay.

A. This is just documentation of how it appeared. I then
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took the case off it in order to photograph it, and then
the next slide you'll see is some text messaées.

This is Maurice Roberts's cell phone once again, cell
phone used by Vincent Nelson on 1/25/13. This is a text
message sent by Vincént Nelson to Deshawn McClary's phone,
just like we saw on the phone records. It's fo niggas in
here and they dat. 1/25/2013 at 10:58 and 41 seconds.

You see Small Head there. That is how Maurice had
Deshawn McClary's listed as his contact, in his contacts as
Small Head. This is Maurice Roberts's cell phone used by
Vincent Nelson again on the 25th. The text message sent
from Deshawn McCléry's phone to Vincent Nelson where they
say: We're on the way, 600.

And once again one more from Vincent Nelson.sent to
Deshawn McClary's phone: Come on, I éot two outside.
1/25/2013 at 11:52 PM to Small Head, which is Deshawn
McClary in contacts, anhd that was the extent of the text
messages.

0. Thank you, sir. Will you return back to ﬁheﬁwitness
stand?

After taking that, the statement and cell phone from
Maurice Roberfs -- statément from Maurice Roberts and in
reviewing that cell phone, can you tell us what you did
next in your investigatibn?

A. Upon completion of the statement of Maurice, and
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completion of the statements with Mr. Jwaun Duckett and
Vincent Nelson, obviously by this point, we knew Maurice
was a primary participant in this incident, and he was
charged with murder, two couﬁts of attempted murder,
attempted armed robbery, and burglary first.

Q. And did you make contact with the, the other co-
defendants in this case as well? \

A. We did. Over the course of the next day or two, the
very next day we were in contact with Demetrice James. We
got a call from his father actually. We'd been by there
later in the afternoon and had missed -- no one was at
home, and we got the call fromAhis father, father, the
following morning saying he wanted to tufn himself iﬁ, and
we had gotten search warrants and arrest warrants. So, we

did meet over at the residence, executed a search warrant,

and Mr. James was arrested.

Q. And are you a -- he was arrested at his residence?
A. Mr. James was, yes. ”

0. And what about finally, I guess, Deshawn McClary?
A. Deshawn McClary was apprehended a few days later by

’

our fugitive team down in Orangeburg.

Q. The person who gave you the-statement that, that we
went over earlier about bleaching the clothes, do you see
that person in the courtroom?

A. Yes. He's sitting at the defense table with a white
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shirt and stripgs next to his attornéy.

MS. WALKER: Your Honor, may the record reflect that
he's identified the defendant? No further questions.

MR. SUTHERLAND: May it please the court?

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. SUTHERLAND:

Q. Is there a -- Captain McDonald, how are you?
A. Good.
Q. Okay. Just go through a few things. Sort of the same

stuff. What was interesting that I, that I saw in the text

messages up here was Deshawn McClary's phone.

A. Uh-huh.

Q. He texted on the way, 600. Do you remember reading
that?

A. Right.

Q. Okay, and he has a tattdo, are you aware ofvthat, on

his right shoulder or his left shoulder-?

A. ﬁe does have at the tattoo with 600 on it, yeah. i'm
ot sure which shoulder.

Q. Thank you. I mean, that's it for that part of it.

I want to talk -to you about the statement;. I heard
you testify on direct that Maurice was not in custody at
the time he got in the 'car with you and went to the
sheriff's department.

A. That's correct.

Q. Okay. How much time do you think elapsed between,
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total, between your getting in the car with him and him
basically being put in the D.cell for transport?

A. Probably two to two and a half hours.

Q. OCkay, and when.you took him down and you went through
-- I believe your testimony was that at first he was saying
that he was denying involvement in it?

A; He had no information on the murder or the incident at
all. We got a little snippet while at the residence when
we were asking some questions and where he volunteeredm
well, Vincent had his phone that night. That kind of set
the light bulb off: well, maybe he knows a little bit more
than what he's saying. So, that's why we asked him to come
to headquarters to talk about this a little furthef.

0. Okay. Okay, and let's see. When he was sitting with
you, there were other investigators that were coming in
from other interview rooms? .

A. Sergeant Isenhoward came in and out ﬁrobablyitwo or
three times during that time. I think Sergeant Lindler,
who was present, may have stepped out once or twice to get
further information for me as well.

Q. And was Vincent ﬁelson there?

A. Vincent Nelson was being interviewed by Major Smith
and Investigator Boland, and Sergeant Isenhoward was

interviewing Jwaun Duckett.

Q. Okay, and during your interview and an investigator
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would come in, and would he just flat out say so and so
said that, or actually saying this, or would he Jjust say

hey, the  other.guy's ---

A. - He would come in, and I may step out with him briefly.
0. Okay.
A.  You know, just to see what information' we -had learned,

and as things‘started‘come'togéther, the two statements we
were getting from Mr. Duckett and from Mr. Nelson seemed to
be in lihe]with eaqh‘other,,and they wereé being separated,'
they wefe-—— had been separated totally, but they were
given-similar'type statements, which went againét fhe

interest of Mr. Roberts -obviously. So, that's when we

began to confront him with some of these issues that were

coming up, and he eventually géve the statement that I

published.

Q. = Okay, and so it's you go out, you get information, you

come back in, and th