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Jury sworn

if the original 12 are able to perform that function, then
your service as alternates would end, and you would not
participate any further. And that's because the decision
of a jury is that of 12, and no more than 12 are permitted
to engage in that deliberation process.

But it is important that each of you pay just as
careful attention as we ask of all of the jurors selected
in this case because it does occur from time to time for
one reason or another one or two of these jurors may be
unable to continue. In that event one or both of you would
be called upon to participate in deliberations.

so we do appreciate your participation as alternate
jurors, just as we appreciate the participation of each of
you jurors who have been selected for the purpose of
deciding the verdicts in this particular case.

You may swear the panel.

(whereupon, the jury was :duly sworn.)

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen, as you know, you
have been selected to decide the verdicts in the case of
the State vs. Robert 0dell Brown.

As you also know, Mr. Brown has been accused by the
state through the prosecutor with having committed four
separate and distinct offenses that the state alleges arose
out of one particular event or a course of events which

occurred back on November the 6th of 2011.

84




W 0 N O Ul & W N

NN N NN N R R R R P
vt A W N B O W 00 N O L i~ W N RO

But there are four separate and distinct criminal
charges for which you will be rendering four separate and
distinct decisions. And your decisions as to each of the
crimes may be the same, or théy may be different. That of
course will depend upon your determination of fact as it
relates to a particular charge and then your application of
the law to the facts as you determine them to be in order
to arrive at your decision as it relates to that particular
charge.

Each of the charges brought against the defendant are
set forth in the indictments which I referred to prior to
your selection. As I.think I also told you, the
indictments are not evidence of anything. They are not
proof of anything.

They're simply the means by which any person who 1is
accused of a crime is brought into this court and formally
put on notice as to what crime the state claims they
committed by them having a copy of the indictment served
upon them.

But the indictments will be in the jury room at the
trial's conclusion, Madam Forelady. They'll be there
solely to serve as the verdict forms. So you'll use the
back of the indictment as to a particular charge to reflect
the jury's unanimous decision as it relates to that

particular charge. But other than serving as the verdict

85




O 0 N O v 2w N R

N T N I S T N T S S S S S S e S S S
vi A W NN R O W 00Ny UL PAEW NN RO

forms the indictments serve no purpose so far as you jurors
are concerned.

Now, as you know, as to each of the charges contained
in those indictments alleged against the defendant he has
entered a plea of not guilty. And a plea of not guilty
always places upon the state the burden of proving the
allegations that they have made against another.

They have the burden of proving each of the essential
elements of the crime that is alleged against the
defendant; and therefore the bﬁrden is upon the state to
establish a defendant's guilt to the satisfaction of you 12
jurors beyond a reasonable doubt before any verdict of
guilty could be returned as it relates to a particular
charge.

Every person who is accused of a crime is always
presumed to be innocent of that charge. That presumption
of dinnocence remains with any defendant, as it does with
this defendant, from the time that he is placed under
arrest and throughout the course of the criminal process
and even throughout the course of the actual trial in the
case.

That presumption of innocence will be with Mr. Brown
even as you go back into your jury room to begin with your
deliberations at this trial's conclusion, and that

presumption of innocence will be with him in that jury
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