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responsibility to write the verdict, but I will give the
foreperson further instructions about that at the conclusion
of the casel

Now, in order tb preserve everyone’s rights, I will give
the parties an opportunity to object to anything that I have
said. Any exception or objection to anything that I have said
to the jury by the State?

MR. CLEMENTS: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Mr. Deberry?

MR. DEBERRY: No, Your Honor..

THE COURT: Mr. Bailey?

MR. BAILEY: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Ladies and gentlemen, we are now
going to beéin the trial. I will recognize the solicitor for
opening statements. You’re so recognized.

MR. CLEMENTS: Thank you, Your Honor. May it please the
Court.

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

OPENING STATEMENT ON BEHALEF OF THE STATE

MR. CLEMENTS: Mr.>Bailey, Mr. Deberry. Ladies and
gentlemen of the jury, on April 12tk, 2012, out here on Highway
501 North right close to the Dillon County line, a group of
young men got together and were hanging out, drinking some
beer, playing some cards, and looking at pictures on the --

off the computer on the TV screen. And those young men were

-84 -
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gathered together in their home that they lived in the trailer
of Gavin Graves, and he was one of thosé young men.

Also, there was a young man by the .name of Christopher
Kollock and a youﬁg man by the name of Darrell Antonioc Davis
and a young man by the name of.Derrick —-—- let me make sure I
don;t get all my names mixed up -- Derrick Lamont Wilson and
one other gentleman by the name of Christopher Drawhorn. They
were there chilling out and had some other people that had
come and gone that evening.

And all of a sudden, they hear a pow, pow. And then they

|hear a pow, pow, poOw, POW, POW, POwW, pow, pow, and it turns

crazy inside .the trailer and bullets are flying and they’re
coming through the wall and exiting the back wall and hitting
things in-between and everybody hits the floor. ~And they
start crawling around, the furniture is turned over, and it is
nufs-in that trailer for a few seconds.

And then when the bullets stop flying and you stop
hearing the gunshots, they begin to check to see if everybody
is okay. And everybody is fine, they’re not hit, except one
person, and one of them says Christian has been hit and he’s
gasping for air. And they check him and he is hit in two
places.

And you’re going to hear from the pathologist on the
witness stand that’s going to testify as to what exactly his

wounds were, but I believe that she’s going to tell you that
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he had a perforated wound té the left arm, which means it went
through and through, and he had a penetrating wound in the
back shoulder, which means the bullet went in and stayed, and
that shot ended the life of Christian Drawhorn. And the
pathologist at MUSC took out that projectile from that bullet
that killed Christian and submitted it to SLED for testing.

And you’re going to hear from the young men who were in
that trailer when all that chaos was going on and they’re
going to testify as to what they did after it happened. They
called 9-1-1 immediately. Two of them called 9-1-1 and the
ambulancé came,  but Christian’s life could not be saved. And
then immediately on the scene with the ambulance was also law
enforcement came and you’re going to hear from Officer Pike
and Richardson and Legette, who were out there on patrol, and
they all arrived at the scene and secured the scene. And the
investigators proceeded there. That included Investigator
Martin Bell and Investigator Charlie Watson, and they came and
theylprocessed the crime scene and collected what little bit
of evidence they could colléct.

And I want to pause right here and tell you, as the judge
has told you, this is real life. This is not Hollywood. This
is not TV. This is nét CSI. I want you to understand that.
You know, this was a drive-by shooting and they collected the
evidence that was there and all it was was a few projectiles

that were spent and many, many shell casings. There was
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nobody on the scene with any guns that were used in this
murder and attempted murder and discharging a firearm into a
dwelling, but they get -- they got a gun tﬁere that belonged
to Derrick.

Derrick gave it to them and they tested that gun at SLED
and, as you're going to hear from the investigators, as they
investigated and came up with leads that they executed a
search warrant and seized another gun and they sent it to SLED
and 1t was tested, but neither of those guns were used. They
didn’t match any of those shell cases.

~ And so the guns were never found, but they worked and
they worked and they worked with Latta Police Department.
They discovered what beefs anyone might have had with someone
else and they followed those leads and they developed some
suspects and‘they developed the suspects of Willie “Boo Boo”
Bethea and Jamie Wiliiams, who you’re going to hear from both
of them, and also, Blaton Smith and Shaheed Hayes.

And you’re going to hear testimony that those four
gentlemen pulled up on Highway 501 right in fron£ of where
Gavin’s trailer was and they opened fire, and that Blaton was
the driver of the car and he was in control and he was the
boss that‘night as to what was going on. Aﬁd you’ re going to
hear testimony that Shaheed Hayes was in the back seat on the
passenger side agd he was shooting out the window and shot

that trailer up. And that Willie Bethea was sitting in the

-7 -
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front seat passenger side unarmed. And that Jamie Williams
was on the 5ack behind the driver and.he shot over the top of
the car.

That’s what I believe the evidence is going to be
presented by the witnesses that are going to testify before
you. And when we present our testimony and we present our
exhibits and we present the pictures and the diagrams, we’re
going to submit it to you and we’re going.to ask you to weigh
the testimony that you hear because, as the judge is going to
inform you, he’s the judge of the law, but you are the judge
of the facts and that you are the persons that will judge the
credibility of the people that take this witness stand, and
when.I say credibility, that just makes a word for
believability.

And I ask you to judge thelir demeanocr. Watch them and
listen carefully to them and weigh what they say, each and
every witness from that sfand, because these gentlemen, Mr.
Smith and Mr. Hayes -- they deserve your full attention as you
listen to whatever is presented.‘ And the State of South
Carolina also deserves your full attention. This is a serious
matter. And Christian Drawhorn’s mother and the other victims
in this:case that we;e.in that trailer -- they deserve your
full attention. Weiéh the evidence we present and bring back
a verdict.

I think verdict comes from the Latin term —- it’s two

-88-
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terms I be}ieve. I never took Latin, "but I’'ve been told this.
Veredicto ﬁeans to speak the truth and to tell the truth.
Veredicto is the Latin phrase that we get our word verdict
from.

And this is a serious, serious matter and we appreciate
y"all being here and bringing your common sense, your wisdom,
your good judgment, and your insight in listening to all the
evidence, all of the evidence, and at the end of all of the
evidence to reach a vérdict that speaks the truth.

And the charges that are before you are murder, the
murder of Christian Drawhorn, and I believe when the judge
charges you on that law, he’s going to tell you that murder is
when you take.the life of a person with malice aforethought.
And malice is an evil intent of the heart and aforethought
just means ahead of time.

Someone with malice took Christian Drawhorn’s life and I
would submit to you that the facts you’re going to hear from
this wifness stand, when somebody comes and shoots up a
trailer with no reservation, no consideration whatsocever for
anyone in that trailer or behind that trailer or in that
neighborhood, that that is evidence of malice, and that
ChristianIDrawhorn died because of that malice and that malice
is what caused that trigger to bevpulled and that bullet to go
on its way through that trailer. That’s one charge.

The other charge is discharging a firearm into a

-89 -
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dwelling,.and that’s real simple. Somebody decides to shoot
into a building where someone lives and dwells, and that was
done multiple times on that night. I believe it was somewhere
right around midnight April 12?‘—— April 13th, right in that
time change, that date change.

And then you’re also going to have to decide on four
counts of attempted murder. There are four people that walked
out of that trailer by the grace of God when those bullets
finished. flying through there, and that each one of those
people that it was an attempt to murder them, and you’ve got
to judge that. Attempted murder of Derrick, of Gavin, of
Darrell, and of Chriétopher Kollock.

And the last charge is possession of a weapon during the
commission of a violent crime, and I believe the judge 1is
going to.instruct you on the law that murder is classified as
a violent crime. Attempted murder is classified as a violent
crime. And if you use a weapon and you have it in your
possession while committing those crimes, that you are guilty
of possessing’a weapon during the commission of a violent
crime.

Those are your counts that you have to determine, seven
of them, and I ask you if you consider the facts on each one
of them and reach your unanimous verdict that tells the truth,
and I believe that you wili find that the State will reach its

burden. And what is my burden? My burden is beyond a

290 -
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reasonable doubt. Everybody has heard that at some point in
time in civics class or somewhere that beyond a reasonable
doubt is the burden of proof that the State has to make on
these charges. It’s not a fanciful doubt, not a ridiculous
doubt, but a reasonable doubt.

And until you determine what that verdict is, Mr. Smith
and Mr. Hayes are clothed with the presumption of innocence.
What that means is they’ve got, like, a cloak of innocence,
like I’ve got this jacket on that they’ve got a cloak of
innocence that covers them because in our country everybody

that’s accused is presumed to be innocent until it’s proven

‘beyond a reasonable doubt, and that’s the way it should be.

Right now, they’re just accused and I'm getting ready to
meet my burden so that you can take those facts and you can
take that evidence and you can go back in- that jury room and
you decide that we have met that burden beyond a reasonable
doubt and you will come back with a verdict that speaks the
truth, and that verdict is going to be that Blaton Smith and
Shaheed Hayes are guilty of murder and they’re guilty of
discharging a weapon into a dwelling and they’re guilty of
possessing a weapon during the commission of a violent crime
and they’fe guilty of four counts of attempted murder.

And you may say, well, we just heard that Blaton Smith

Jwas in control and he was driving. We don’t hear him shooting

anybody. We didn’t hear anybody say that Blaton Smith shot
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anyone and you’re not going to hear that from the evidence we

present, but what you are going to hear is that the judge 1is

‘lgoing to tell you about the law in South Carolina that 1is

called accomplice liability. And anocther way of saying that
that might be more familiar to you is to say that the hand of
one is the hand of all. And he’s going to tell you what that
law means and I submit to you -- and I'm telling you what I
think he’s going to say.

Don’t take my word. Take it as the judge tells you, but
I believe he’s going to tell you that if Mr. Hoefer and I
decided we’re going to go knock off a liquor store and we go
to rob the liquor store and I pull out a gun and shoot the
clerk and kill him that I may be guilty of murder, but so is
Mr. Hoefer because we did it together and the hand of one is
the hand of all.

And I submit to you if you drive people up there, provide
them guns, and say shoot, let’s do it, let’s get them, and the
people that are with you shoot because you drove them up there
and they kill somebody, that you are just as guilty as they
are because the hand of Qne is the hand of all. That, ladies
and gentlemen, you’re going to decide about Mr. Blaton Smith
and I believe you’ll decide he’s guilty.

It’'s time to move on. It’s time for you to hear
testimony. I want to thank you for your attention. I want to

thank you for your wisdom and I want to thank you for your
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time. Give the State of South Carolina and Christian
Drawhorn’s family and Derrick and Gavin and Darrell and Mr.
Kollock, who is not here -- give them a fair trial.

And alsé give Blaton Smith a fair trial and Shaheed Hayes
a fair trial. If I don’t meet my burden, your sworn duty is
to find them not guilty, but once you hear the evidence and
you hear the testimony, you will understand that burden has
been met and you’ll speak the truth, which is guilty. Thank
you.

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Deberry, you’'re recognized on
behalf of your client for opening statements.

OPENING STATEMENT ON BEHALFEF OF DEFENDANT HAYES

MR. DEBERRY: Thank you, Your Honor. Mr. Bailey, Mr.
Clements. Ladies and gentlemen, first of all, I’'d like to
just tell you I understand you probably don’'t want to be here.
It's been a long wégk probably for you already with this jury
selection and the process. I know we were here a long time
Monday morning.

I’11 tell you that it’s a result of where we live, the
fact that we all live in the greatest nation that there ever
was. The fact that anybody can be accused of a crime, but
everybody who is has their right to their day in court. Okay?
And as Mr. Clements said earlier, when you’re chargéd with a
crime, ybu’re innocent until you’re proven guilty, and I just

ask that you keep an open mind.

293 .
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Mr. Clements has alréady asked you to convict my client.
He’s already asked you to convict Mr. Smith, but there’s been
no evidence entered into this record at all so far and it’s
only speculation as to what evidence will come into this
record. And.what evidence that does come into this re;ord is
the only thing and the only evidence that legally you can use
to determine whether or not our clients are guilty or not
guilty.

Now, just like Solicitor Clements said just before he sat
down, he séid you’ll take a -- you’ve taken a sworn oath that
if he hasn’t met his burden at the end of this trial that you
have to find the defehdants not guilfy. And the judge is

going to tell you that it doesn’t necessarily mean that you

] find them not guilty. It could mean that you’re just not sure

that they’re guilty. It.could mean that yéu just have a
reasonable doubt as to what took place. And if you have a
feasonable doubt as to what happened, then you have to find
tﬁem not guilty. It doesn’t mean they’re not guilty. It just
means that you’re not satisfied beyond a reasonable doubt that
they are guilty.

Now, I want to tell you that just because Mr. Smith and
Mr. Hayes appear before you in a joint trial as they are,
that’s not by their decision. It was called that way by the
solicitor and the law says that they can be tried this way,

but I’11 tell you and I think the judge will tell you later
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that their cases are totally independent of each.- other. You
can find one guilty.of one crime and #he other ﬁot Quilty of
another crime. You can find'them.all not guilty of any crimes
or you can find them guilty of all crimes.

It’s up to you and that’s why we live in the greatest
nation that there ever was is because we get the opportunity
to pick twelve,people from the community, twelve common people
of our peers, ‘to decide‘whét happened back on the night in
gquestion, April 13th, 2012. So that’s why why we’re here is so
important.

And the sqliqitor ~-- he did ask you for a fair trial for
everybody and We”ré not disputing the fact that Mr. Drawhorn
lost his life ana that that’s alterrib;e tragedy. We’re not
disputing that that house. got riddled with 'a whole bunch of
bullets. We're noﬁ disputing that at all.

What is‘in dispute is who did it and how did it happen.-
Why did it happen and who was there? Okay? rfhey have their
theory, but I suggest to you that the evidence will bring
about other theories.‘ Okay? And if  any other theory comes
into your mind that gives you a reasoﬁable doubt or a
hesitation to act or that leaves yéu not with-the feeling that
you’ re firmly convinced‘of the State’s theory, you have to
find them not guilty.

Agéin, it may not mean that they’re not guilty and I'm

not saying that they are guilty. I'm just telling you that’s
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the way the iaw is in this country.

Nowf if you’re.sittiﬁg here in judgment in a civil case,
the burden of proof is totally different} It’s what we call a
preponderaﬁce of the evidence. It just means that after you
hear the evidence that it’s more likely than not, tﬂat you
probably think‘something happened. Thét -- you know, the
scéles of justice; if they’ré,tilted'ever so slightly, then
you can find somebody’responsible) but not here, not in a
criminal tfial, ndt in a criminal case where somebody’s
liberty is at stake. You have to be firmly convinced.

And I just want to suggest-to you and ask you for that
fair trial. 1I'1ll ask you for a:fair triél for the victims,
for Mr. Drawhorn,.fprvthe State ofoouth Caroiiha, for law
enforcement. ~They ao a'goodrjob. They’re the ones that
protect us whén we néed them; but they’re not perfect. bkay?
I also Want to ask for a fair trial for Mr. Blaton Smith and,
most importantly and becausé-;’m an advocate for him, my
ciient Shaheéd Hayes.

- We just want you fo listen to the evidence. You have the
almighty power to judge what happened on the day in question.
And at the éﬁdvgf'all-the evidenpe if you have any doubt at
all, like I‘éaid,‘you have ﬁq aéquit. I mean that’s what the
judge is going to tell you.

So we'jusf ask you to pay,attenfioq andee promise not to

waste any of your time. I know there’s thousands of places
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you would rather be. I know people are depending on you to do
other things. You probably have jobs and other things and
other commitments that you need to be doing. All of us do.
But I promise you that this is part of the reason that we live
in the best natibn, the greatest nation that there ever was,
is because in a time like this, this country is going to
affofd people who have been accused of crimes their day in
court, and this is Jjust the very example of that system.

So I ask you just to pay attention and give everybody a
fair trial. Thank you for being here.

THE COURT: Mr. Bailey?

MR. BAILEY; Thank you, Your Honor. May it please the
Court.

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

OPENING STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE DEFENDANT SMITH

MR. BAILEY: The mosf dangerous thing in a world of lies
is the truth, and that’s why we’re here. What’'s the truth?
You twelve are going to hear the evidence in this case, the
testimony, and you will be asked to render the truth.

The solicitor stood before you a‘few minutes ago and told
you what hevthoughf his case was going to show was the truth.
I agree with that to one extent. Everything that brought us
into court hefe tonight or today started on April the 13th,
2012. There was a shooting on Highway 501 near the Dillon

line. Okay?
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But the problem is ocutside of the two witnesses that he
plans to call here today, there’s not one piece of evidence

that links Blaton Smith to the shooting. You’re not going to

hear about fingerprints. There aren’t any. They have no
guns. They can’t find them. You're going to hear testimony
about this car that was there. They never went and got the
car.

But what théy do have is they have two people who were
charged with the exact same crimes that my client, Blaton
Smith, was charged with. Okay? Thig happened on April the
13th, 2012. They were arrested about April the 30*" -- May the
1st, 2012, about 18 days later. But in that 18-day period,
neither one of them came forward. They didn’t talk until they
got arrested.

Once they got arrested and law enforcement, Detective
Bell, says here’s what I'm going to charge you with, they
started talking, and that’s all the State i1s going to be able
to prove to you is thattthose two people, Willie Bethea and
Jamie Williams, aré the only people who are going to say that
Blaton Smith had anything to do with this.

And you’re going to hear from the State that Willie
Bethea and Jamie Williams -- they have everything to lose.
They' re chafged with murder and four counts of attempted
murder. You’re going to hear him say he doesn’t want to go to

prison. Okay? He’s going to -- you’re going to hear him say,
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yes, I'm cooperating with the State. I need his help. I need
the government’s help. I don’t want to go to prison.

My theory of what I plan to bring out from Willie Bethea
and Jamie Williaﬁs is that they completely lied. Blaton Smith
was not in that car that ﬁight and Blaton Smitﬁ was not at
thaf house  that night. He had nothing to do With this
shooting.

When Willie Bethea comes up here and testifies, he’s
going to go through his statement. He gave one statement back
when he was arrested, and his statement was video-recorded.
Everybody who was interviewed by Detective Bell in this case
-- one video recording. That’s it. One video recording. His
video was about an hour long, and I think, if I recall
correctly,vDetective Bell had Willie Bethea go through his
story three times and each time Willie goes through it,
another inconsistency pops up.

Because what happens when you tell a lie? You have to
tell another one to cover it up. - And thgn you tell another
lie and then you tell another lie and at some point you can’t
keep track of all your lies.

Jamie Williams -- similar situation. He’s going to
testify that he got arrested at the end of April or early May.
He didn’t voluntarily come in and say this is what happened.

I need to get this off my conscience. No. He only talked

because he got caught. You’ll hear his statement. You’'ll
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hear him testify to it. He puts himself and Willie and Blaton
aﬁd Shaheed all in this car, and hié statement as to what
happened will completeiy‘contradict what Willie Bethea's
statement was. They butt heads. The facts are completely
inconsistent. Okay?

Jamie Williams gives a couple more statements, some

smaller statements. Last week -- he’s going to tell you he
got scared. Last week —-- he’s going to tell‘you he got scared
and he decided to cooperate. He wants help too. Jamie

Williams is going to tell you he‘don’t want to go to prison.

And what you’re going to hear from this testimony is that
Jamie Williams’s new version of the last week is nearly
identical to what Willie Bethea said two-and-a-half years ago.
It’s not a coincidence, folks. It’s not a coincidence.

Blaton comes here before you an innocent man. "He and I
are going to expose all the lies in this case. And in doing
so, we’re going to egpose the truth, and that truth is going
to be that Blaton Smith had nothing to-do with this.

If we're lucky enough, Solicitor Clements may call a
gentleman by the name of David Graves. I hope he does because
David Graves knows more about this»cése than probably
Solicitor Clements, myself, and Mr. Deberry. He's got facts
that nobody knew about. Okay? His first statément to law
enforcement was the day after the-shooting and his first

statement places Willie Bethea at the scene of the shooting.
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So not only that, he goes into detail to say what Willie
Bethea was wearing that night when he was shooting that house.
Now, ultimately, he changes his story. Okay? And if
Solicitor Clements comes in -- brings him in front of you all
this week, I anticipate his story is going to be in line with
what Willie Bethea and Jamie Williams talk about because David
Graves 1s in prison right now. He’s in jail for another
shooting after that. He's in prison, but he needs help.

You’re going to hear him say he’s got one pending charge
here in Marion County being prosecﬁted by Solicitor Clements
for which he could get -- I believe it’s an additional ten
more years, plus the time that he’s doing in prison right now
can be reduced based on h;s cooperation. So he has all the
incentive in the world to come in here and say Blaton Smith
orchestrated or master-minded this entire shooting.

It’'s not going to come together for Sclicitor Clements at
the end of this case, ladies and gentlemen. The testimony is
going to be too inconsistent. And as Mr. Deberry told you,
when y’all begin your deliberations at the end of this case,
if you have a question as to what happened that night, that is
reasonable doubt. And, as Judge Brown will instruct you, that
little bit of reasonable doubt requires a finding of ppt
guilty.

Once you hear all the lies and the incentives that these

people are going to get for their testimony, you’re going to
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OFFICER GREG PIKE - DIRECT BY MR. CLEMENTS

ask yourself what’s the truth, and I'm going to come back up
here at the conclusion of this case and I'm going to tell you
the evidence presented by Soliéitor Clements against Blaton
Smith is not sufficient to find him guilty of anything that
they have said he hés done.

I thank you all for your time and I hope that you will
give everyone here a fair trial in this case. Thank you.

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Clements, call your first
witness.

MR. CLEMENTS: Your Honor, we’d call Officer Greg Pike.

THE CLERK: Put your left hand on the Bible and raise

your right hand. Do you solemnly swear or affirm the

testimony you are about to give in the trial of this case will

be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so
help you God? |
THE WITNESS: I do.
THE CLERK: Thank you.
OFFICER GREG PIKE, being first duly
sworn, testifieé as follows: |

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. CLEMENTS:

Q: Will you please state your name for the reCord/and tell
the jury where you work and what yoﬁ do?

A: My name is Greg Pike and I’'m a detective with the Marion

County Sheriff’s Office.
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OFFICER GREG PIKE - DIRECT BY MR. CLEMENTS

Q: And how long have you been a detective with Marion
County?

A: Just a couple months now.

Q: Where were you working in April 20127

A:‘< I was with the Sheriff’s Office. I was a road deputy. I

worked the roads for patrol.

Q: Okay. How many years’ experience do you have in law
enforcement?

A: Military, 20, and then civilian side since 2006.

Q: All right. Where did you work before you came to work in

Marion County Sheriff’s Office?

A: The City of Mullins.

Q: Okay. Now, do you recall being dispatched ocut around
April the 12th —-- April 13th, 2012, to Highway 501 North?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: Can you please tell this jury what kind of call you got
and where you went?

A: It was out near General Road. The trailer is on the
corner of General Road and 501 North. It was a shots fired
call and we got out there and that’s what the call was for.
Q: Okay. When you said “we” got out there, who went out
there with you?

A: I was the first officer on the scene and then Sergeant
Legette and Corporal Richardson were pretty much right behind

me.
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OFFICER GREG PIKE - DIRECT BY MR. CLEMENTS

Q: Okay. And how many people did you have on shift during

the nighttime?

A: That was it, us three.

Q: So all three of y’all responded?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: Okay. All right. And who got there first?

A: I did.

Q: Ckay. And they came righﬁ'after you?

A: Pretty much, yeah.

Q: When you got there, can you tell this jury what -- what

did you find there when you got there?

A: When I got there, I pulled towards the back of the
trailer where a driveway is. When I got there, there was a
crowd of people outside, probably five or six maybe, and they
had Mr. Dfawhorn kind of outside and they were trying to help
him and he had -- you could see blood on his shirt. And

that’s when we got there and we called for EMS.

Q: All right. How -- did EMS respond quickly?
A: Yeah. They were real quick.
Q: Okay. Now, you saw Mr. Drawhorn and saw the other people

there and you called EMS. What else did you do there on the
scene?

A: Well, right there, you know, we’re to secure the crime
scene, make sure there’s, you know, no weapons around that can

harm us or anybody else or EMS, and preserve the crime scene.
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OFFICER GREG PIKE - DIRECT BY MR. CLEMENTS

That’s 'our main job and call the detectives out.

Q: So it wasn’'t your job actﬁally to gather up evidence?

A: No, not‘—— normally, no.

Q: Okay. All right. - That would be someone else’s job?

A Usually, the detectives.

Q: Okay. All right. Did you see -- can you tell us -- what

did you observe out there, if anything, on the scene that you

thought would have been evidence?

A: Saw a bunch of bullet holes in the trailer.
Q: Okay. .
A: We were inside the trailer and you could tell that they

were playing cards and video games and stuff inside the
trailer, but then they had come outside.
Q: Okay. All right. Did you see anything else? Any other

evidence outside?

A: Not that I recall.

Q: Okay. Out on the highway?

A: Shell casings out on the highway.

Q: Okay. And what did you do with those shell cases, if

anything, yourself?
A: I just looked at them. I didn’t -- I was waiting for the

detectives to arrive.

Q: Okay. And who else observed those with you?
A: Corporal Richardson was out there when I was out there.
Q: Okay. All right. I'm going to show you what'’s been
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OFFICER GREG PIKE - DIRECT BY MR. CLEMENTS

marked State’s Exhibit 38 and 37, and I'm going to ask if you

can identify State’s Exhibit 38.  Does that look familiar to

you?

A: Yes. That’s the -- that’s the trailer.

Q: Okay. Let’s don’t show it yet. 1I’ve got to move it into
evidence.

A: Okay.

Q: All right. And State’s Exhibit 37, is that --

A: Yeah. That’s én aerial view.

Q: , Aerial view of the samelplace?

A: Mm-hmm.

Q: Okay.

MR. CLEMENTS: Your Honor, at this time, I would move
State’s Exhibit 37 and 38 into evidence I beliéve without
objection.

THE COURT: Any objection, Mr. Deberry?

MR. DEBERRY: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Mr. Bailey?

MR. BAILEY: No, éir,.Your Honor.

THE COURT: 37 and 38 admitted into evidence without
objection.

(Whereupon, Stéte’s Exhibit Number 37 and State’s Exhibit

Number 38, both color photographs, are admitted into

evidence.)

MR. CLEMENTS: I would ask permission for Investigator
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OFFICER GREG PIKE - DIRECT BY MR. CLEMENTS

Pike to step down, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. You may step down.

(Whereupon, the witness complies.)
BY MR. CLEMENTS:
Q: I'm going to ask you, if you can, can you describe
State’s Exhibit:38 to the jury, please?
A: That is the 501 view of the trailer. That’s the front
door. I think they may have used the back door, which you

can’t see.

Q: And is that up on a rise or down low?

A: It's kind of down low;

Q: Down -- you have to go down from the roadway to it?

A: Yeah. General Road ié right out here and you kind of go

down and the driveway goes down a little bit also.

Q: Okay. All right. I’'m going to show you State’s Exhibit
37 and ask'if you can describe that and explain that to the
jury?

A: . That’s an aerial view of it and there’s 501.. Heading
that way is going to like you’'re going to Latta and that’s
General Road right there.

Q: And where did y’all pull around to?

A: I pulled into the driveway into the back, not far in
there, but I pulled: into the back.

Q: Okay. Do you recall how many cars were there, if any?

A: Yeah. There was a few. I don’t recall how many.
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OFFICER GREG PIKE - DIRECT BY MR. CLEMENTS

Q: Okay. All right. Thank you. You can have a seat back
up there.

(Whereupon, the witness complies.)
Q: HOQ did y'éll secure the crime scene?
A: We just made sure, you know, people were outside of the
trailer and made sure nobody could go Eack in the trailer

until the detectives arrived, but they were pretty quick also.

Q: They were pretty‘quick as well?
1a: - Yes, sir.
Q: Is there anything that you put up at a crime scene?
A: Crimé scene tape ﬁormaliy. I didn’t put it up. I don’'t

know who did. I know I did not.

Q: Okay. Itvcould ha&e been Richardson or Legette?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: Okay. And what color was that crime scene tape?

A: Yellow with some black markings on it, just --

Q: Okay.

A:  --— you know, “Sheriff’s Line, Do Not Cross.”

Q: All right. So what else did you do there at the scene

after you made sure the crime scene was secure?

A: Pretty much by then the detectives were arriving and I
helped Detective Bell take some photos of the front cf the
trailer of the bullet holes in the front of the trailer.

Q: Okay. And you assisted him in ﬁhat or you --

A: . Yeah.
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OFFICER GREG PIKE - DIRECT BY MR. CLEMENTS

Q: -- did that yourself? You assisted? Who did you assist
in that?

A: Detective Bell.

Q: Okay. All right. Just -- you were just another set of

eyes for him?

A: Yeah.

Q: Okay. Is there anything else that you did thét night at
that crime scene?

A: Besides typing up the report, no, I don’t think so.

Q: Okay. So you did a report?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: Okay. And after you left that crime scene -- about how

many hours were you out there?

A: I think it Qas around 4:30 and we got there right after
midnight.

é: Okay. And so a little over four hours?

A: Yes, sif.

Q: After you left tha£ crime scene and did your report, did

A

you have any other duties in this investigation?

A: No.
Q: Okay. Please answer any questions defense counsel may

have.
THE COURT: Mr. Deberry?
MR. ‘CLEMENTS: Thank you.

MR. DEBERRY: Thank you, Your Honor.
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CROSS EXAMINATION

BY MR. DEBERRY:

Q: Detective now?

A: Yes.

Q: All right. And how long have you been a detecﬁive?

A: Abou£ two months.

Q: Okay. And you said you had been on with Marion County

how long at the time of the incident?

A: I started in February of 2012; so about three months.
Q: So —-- okay. When you arrived at the -- at the shooting
location -- and you said you were there first; is that
éorrect?

A: Yes.

Q: How many -- and you said appréximately how many people

were there?

A: Are you talking beside law enforcement? Liké I say, I
was the first law enforcement there. There was, you know,
probably -- it seemed like.theré was five or six people there.
Q: Five or six people? Do you know their names?

A: No, I do not.

Q: What did you -- when you arrived, you must have been
concerned that -- that it was a -- I mean what was your -- you

—-— did they just call it out as a shooting? Shots fired?
A: Mm-hmm. As far as I recall, yeah.

Q: So when you arrived, you weren’t concerned with maybe
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OFFICER GREG PIKE - CROSS BY MR. DEBERRY.

violence still being -- still going on there?

A: Yeah. I was concerned. I called for my supervisor. He
was on his way.

Q: Okay. So -- but did you find any violence still ongoing

when you got there?

A:  No.

Q: Had anybody left there that you knew of?

A: Not that I- know of, sir.

Q: Did any -- what type -- what kind of cars were there?
A: I —- I‘don’t recall. There was a -- I know there was a

-— there was a white SUV, a big SUV. I don’t recall what

kind.

Q: ‘And where was it parked?

A: I think it was on the -- in the back on the sidé;

Q: Can you‘—— where are those pidtures? Can you just show

me about where it would have been parked?

A: Right over where that black vehicle is, maybe a little
farther up.

Q: Okay.

A: I 'guess that’s é black vehiclé. _ ‘

{o: Could you show that to the jury?

A: It was probably right about here. It waé -- I guess
that’s a black vehicle. It was right around in here.

Q: Okay. All right. Now, when -- you said crime scene tape

eventually got put dp before you; is that, correct?
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OFFICER GREG PIKE - CROSS BY MR. DEBERRY

A: Mm—-hmm.

Q: Can you just give me an idea about where it was put up?
A: I’m sure it just covered the whole -- the whole area. I
mean I’'m not sure where whoever put-it up put it up. 'They
probably went out to the road. I just -= 1 don’t recall.

Q: Were you the ones -- how did you know about thelshell

casings in the road?

A: I saw thém. I‘mean-I went out there and I was looking
around. |
Q: Before anybody got there?

1Az No. No. The detectives were on their way. My other two

officers on patrol were with me too.

Q: Exactly where was Mr. Drawhorn when you got there?

A: In the back by the -- on the concrete. It was like a
sidewalk; It would have been riéht there.

Q: All right. So he was —-

A: That comes up to an L. Yeah, right there.

Q: So he was a decent amount away from the house?

A: Six to ten feet maybe.

Q. Okay. Wasv—— was it apparent -- I mean what -- what was

your first reaction as to what had happened?

A I .could see.blood on his shirt.

Q: ‘Okay.  So you assumed that he had been shot?
A: Yeah.

Q: All right. And by seeing that blood, was there any blood
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on the ground?

A:

Q:

A:

Q:

A:

I don’t recall. I just remember seeing it on his shirt.
Was there any blood inside the house?

I don’'t recall any.

Was there any shell casings in the back yard?

I don’t believe so, but as far as I can tell, I don’'t

recall that.

Did you look for any?

Q:

A: No, I did not.

Q: How about -- did you come in down General Road?

A: Yes.

Q: Did that ever become part of the crime scene?

A: No, I don’t -- not to my knowledge, but I'm not sure.
Q: Is that a dirt driveway that comes off of General 'in
there?

A: Mm-hmm.

Q: Did you check for any footprints over there?

A: Well, I --

Q: Any shell casings?

A: I didn;t, but I parked my car right about there.

Q: And that’s where you left it?

A: Mm-hmm. While I was there the whole time.

Q: Did anybody do any investigation behind your car?

A: I -— they didn’t tell me if they did I mean.

Q:

Okay. And you didn’t think it would -- what was in your
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-- what did you put in your report?

A: About?

Q: Well, we don’t have ybuf report. We're just -- I'm just
curious as to what -- what you put in it.

A:. I put that, you know, that I arrived on scene and we

called for investigators. My shift was right behind me.

Q: All right. . You said you went in the house?
A: Yeah. Eventually, yeah.
Q: You didn’t go -- did you go in the house before anybody

else arrived?
A: Before the detectives did? No.
Q: You testified earlier that you -- that you made sure

everybody stayed outside of the house?

A: Mm-hmm.
| Q: Why -- what -- why did you do that?
A: In case there was any kind of e&idence inside.
Q: Well, couldn’t there have been evidence outside?
A: Yeah, there could have been.
Q: Okay. So when -- when did you go in the housé?
A: Like how many minutes after I arrived? It was after the

detectives got there.

Q: All right. Did you notice any drugs inside of the house?
A: I didn’t see any.
Q: Okay. What did you do inside of the house?

A: I was helping them look for, you know, drugs or anything
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like that. About all I could see was, like I said, they had
been playing video games and cards and stuff like that, and
that’s what they had told us they were doing.

Q: So you ——- so were the people that were there -- were they
treated as victims -- or you said-yOu went inside looking for
drugs. Were they detained at that time?

A: I didn't say I went inside looking for drugs. I said I
was inside and we were looking for stuff, but they were

treated, you know, as victims.

Q: Okay. Did you take any of their statements?
A: No, I did not.

Q: All right. So did you just say you went in looking for

drugs or not?

A: We went in looking for everything.
Q: Okay. But you didn’t find any?
A: I did not, no.

Q: What were the license plate or the tag numbers of the
vehicles that were there? |

A: I~couid not tell you.

Q: Okay. Did you allow any of the individuals‘that were
outside to get in théir cars or go in their cars or do you
know?

A: Not while we weré there. Not -- you know, not before the
detectives got there, no.

Q: Ckay. Which way did you come from?
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A: I came from the Marion city side.

Q: Okay. So you were traveling down old Highway 501 North
from Marion towafds Latta?

A: Yes.

Q: Okay. And upon your arrival you didn’t see -- did you
see any vehicles at all that were running or leaving or going
any direction?

A: No, sirﬁ

Q: All right. And how soon do you think you arrived after
the call came out?

A: It was —-- it shouldn’t have been more than a couple

minutes.

Q: That would be in your report?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: Do you have your report? .

A: I don’t have a copy of 1it.

Q: Have you looked at it recently?

A: No.

Q: You -- you testified earlier that you helped Detective

Bell take some pictures of some bullet holes?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: Where did it -- where were those bullet holes?
A: On the 501 side of the trailer.

Q: Okay.

A: The part of the trailer you could see from 501.

-116 -




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

35
OFFICER GREG PIKE - CROSS BY MR. DEBERRY

Q: Could you tell if they were all entrance holes or exit

holes or what kind of bullet holes. they were?

A: No. All the pictures we took were all entrance holes.
Q: HowAdo you kdow that?

A: The way the hole was. It wés curved iﬂ.

Q: So did you do any testing as to which way,those‘bullets

were coming from?

A: I did not, no. Like I said, I just helped him with the
photos.
Q: Okay.

MR. DEBERRY: All right. I don’t have any further
guestions. Thank you.
THE COURT: Cross examination, Mr.‘Bailey.

CROSS EXAMINATION:

BY MR. BAILEY:

Q: What was your positiqn with the Marion Shgriff’s
Department on April 13%h, 20127

A: I was_the private on my shift. I had a corporal and a
sergeant that I worked. for.

Q: Okay. On the hierarchy, where does private fall in? Is

that the lowest rank as a deputy?

A: The bottom, yes, sir.
Q: Okay. As a private, you were the first responder?
A: Yes.

Q: Okay. You were probably the closest to 501 North?
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A: Yes, sir.

Q: Okay. Do you know how long or how much time transpired

between the shooting and the 9-1-1 call?

A: No, sir, not at all.
Q: Or you -- and I’'m assuming you don’t recall how much time
transpired between the 9-1-1 call and your call to respond to

the scene?

A:  You mean by the time 9-1-1 dispatched it to us?

Q: Yeah, dispatched it to you.

A: No.

Q: Okay. When you arrived, you .saw a\gfoup of people

gathered around the back porch on the cement block; correct?

A: Yes, sir.-

Q: You said'there waé»about five or six individuals?

A: It seemed like that, yes.

Q: . Okay. -When you arrived on the back side of the trailer

on 501,vwere you by yourself?

A: Yes.

Q: bkay. Have your weaéon drawn? .

A: No.

Q: So you weren’'t concerned too much about the shooting that

you just got a call on?
A: Yeah, I was, but I did not have my weapon drawn.
Q: Okay. 1Is that standard operating procedure for

responding to a shooting call?
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A: I don’t know if it’s standard, but I mean I was -- I was

prepared for anything I mean.

Q: Now, you went to the back and you saw Mr. Drawhorn laying
on the concrete block I'm assuming?

A: Yeah.

Q: Okay. What was your first act»when you got there to that
group of people and Mr. Drawhorn?

A: I think I asked what was going on and then I saw him and

then I called for EMS I believe.

Q: Okay.

A: And told my super -- ana called my supervisor also on the
radio.

Q: , Okay. Are you trained in CPR?

A: No.

Q: You’re not trained in CPR? That’s not a requirement of

the Marion County Sheriff’s Department?

A: (Whereupoh, no verbal response.)

THE COURf:- Is that -- I need a verbal response from you,
sir.

THE WITNESS: No, sir.

THE COURT: Thank you.

.Q: So you performed no CPR on Mr. Drawhorn?
A: No. No, sir.
Q: Okay. Now, you said you would have responded within a

couple minutes of the dispatch call; correct?
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A: Yeah. It should be in the report I mean.

Q: How lohg after you arrived did the next officer arrive on
scene?

A: It seemed like he was right behind me a minute or two
maybe. .

Q: Okay. Did you ask the group of people who were gathered

around Mr. Drawhorn to step away from the property?

A: No. To step awéy from the property, no. To step away
from him, not to the property. No, sir.

Q: How far away did they step away from Mr. Drawhorn laying
on the ground?

A: Just a couple feet until when EMS got there. ‘They
allowed EMS to, you know, pick him up and everyfhing.

Q: Okay. How long did it take for those individuals to be
removed from the crime scene? |
A: I couldn’t tell you. I don’'t know.

Q: Okay. You’'ve been in law enforéement for 20 years prior

to comiﬁg to the Marion County Sheriff’s Department?

A: Yes.

Q: Okay. And did I heaf correctly that was in the military?
A: Yes. Twenty of it wés, yes.

Q: Okay. Did you have to go to crime scenes in the
military? |

A: Mm~-hmm .

Q: Okay.
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A: Yes, sir.

Q: So this wasn’t your first crime scene that you had ever
‘|been to?

A: No. The first one with the county, but --

Q: But you’ve got experience with crime scenes?

A: Mm-hmm.

Q: Okay.

THE COURT: 1Is that a yes? I need a --
THE WITNESS: Yes.
THE COURT: -- verbal yes or no, please.

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

Q: Do you know what evidence is?

A Yes.

Q: Okay. There’s some evidence that you cannot see;
correct?

A: Of course.

Q: Okay. When you come on the scene, didn’t you think that

these people could be contaminating evidence on the back of

the house?

A: Yes, but at the time there was only one of me. So --
Q: But you couldn’t instruct them, hey, y’all, just back up
for me?

1A: Well, I did.

Q: But they only backed up two feet?

A: Yes. .

i ' ~121 -




40

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

OFFICER GREG PIKE - CROSS BY MR. BAILEY

Q: Okay. So -- so you really didn’'t secure the crime scene
yourself?

A: No.

Q: Okay; The next officer who arrived -- who was he?

A: I believe that was Sergeant Legette.

Q: Legette? Okay. What did you observe Legette do when he
arrived?

A: He was just, you know, making the crowd get back also.
Q: Okay. Was EMS there by the time Legette arrived?

A: I don’t recall. They were there pretty shortly
afterwards.

Q: Okay. Well, did -- did you observe Officer Legette

perform any CPR?

A: No, I did not.

Q: Okay. So, Mr. Pike, I want to make sure I understand
this. You arrived to the crime scene; correct?

A: Yes.

Q: And one oﬁ your first observations is a body laying on

H

the ground; correct? Verbal answer, please?

A: Yes. Yes, sir.

Q: Okay. And you noticed blood on the shirt?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: And it was a shooting call?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: And you didn’t clear the crime scene; correct?
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A: Yes.,
Q: Okay. So did you and the other individuals there just

stand there and look at Mr. Drawhorn laying on the ground?

A: No, sir.

Q: Well, who was doing what at the scene?

A: We were —-- Qe were trying to get the people away from Mr.
Drawhorn.

Q: Okay. - Now, your report indicates other detectives showed

up; correct?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: Did you call Martin Bell yourself?

A: No, sir.

Q: Okay. Do you know who called Martin Bell?

A: It should have been Sergeant Legette.

Q: Okay. In your experience for a shooting call, is it

normal for all the detectives in the department to show up?

A: Yes.

Q: Even in the middle of the night?

A: Yes.

Q: Now, you testified about taking -- or assisting Detective

Bell with taking some photographs; correct?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: Okay. And those photographs were taken at night;
correct?

A: Yes, sir.
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Q: Not like the photos introduced already showing the
daytime?

A: Correct.

Q: Okay . AIt was pretty dark out there. You would agree?

A: Yes.

Q: Not a lot of street lights shining light on that trailer?
A: I think there was one street light near there.

Q: Okay.

A: But it wasn’t; like, bright. ©No, sir.

Q: Okay. 