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iff sentences in America today stand atan unprecedented
L as of 2012, 159,520 people in prison wete serving
fe sentence and 49,081 (30.8%) of them have no
sibility for parole. Nationally, one in evesy nine people
in Prison today is serving a life sentence. Though LWOP
pvailable. in. neatly every state,” such. prisoners. are
proportionately represented in. Flotida, Pennsylvania,
opisiana, California, and Michigan. Combined, these
‘.statcs. account for over half- (57.7%). of all LWOP
pritences  nationwide.

Yaphington—more than 15% of the prison population
§ fentenced to life.” Additionally, in 22 states and the
feral government, at least 35% of the lifer population
heligible for patole '

de pxte a shift toward determinate sentencing in recent
eqades, many states maintain some form of indeterminate-
sgritencing framework: that is. applied to parole-eliible

i ;- Offenders who fall ‘within this structure can

entially eatn parole within a range of yeats; in some
s, these ranges include. an upper limit of natural
q For example, in Colorado trial judges can sentence
dple convicted of a sex offense to an indeterminate-

(e entencirg Project;

In seven states—Alabama, -
ifornia, Massachusetts, Nevada, New York, Utah, and__

Lfe Goes OrC: The //m@mf
RISC 6fin Life Jerrences i
smerica Q013) |

|IFE SENTENCES TODAY

sentence that ranges from 2 minimum of one day to a
maximum of life imprisonment.* In Vermont, failure to
register as a sex offender can, in some instances, trigger a
sentence of five yeats to life and prisoners are corisidered:
lifers until they are released. ' Some empirical evidence
suggests that prisoners.serve-longer terms in states with
indeterminate séntencing schiemes that have discretiofiary
parole, especially for those convicted of violent offenses; !¢
The-large -number. of - parole-eligible lifers in some of -
these states may partially be explained by indeterminate

-sentencing structures that allow. for a maximum.term of...

life and 2 minimum term as short as five years.

Regardless of whether a state has an indeterminate
or determinate sentencing: structure, excessively long
sentences ate available and used with increasing regulacity:
However, the alternative is also true: senténcifig reforms
that reflect fairness, proportionality, and a realistic
opportunity for release can-be incotporated into either a
determinate senténcing structure of one that relies on a °
range of years to allow for individual tailoring,

«q 'oonti'mdﬂsehlﬁfespresentscne'aspectofmeBsuesassociatedwthd'xeexpmsbnoflengﬂxysmtences. Lengthy sentences other than those identified as
felo smmncesar!dsoacommfeaMmofﬂxeAmeﬁcmcﬁMjsﬁoesysm Ane wmidbeasentn;nceoleOyears.Dataond‘eexmiveuse
d these'virtt.dllfe'smmeshasnotyetbemsystzmatt:allycollectedbutwoddlﬂ:e!yshow smwacesspammgmmydecades.easiyemeedhgmavuage
1 isatﬁe?:epw\asm , ' :
13 JeaRsi N sentencing system allows a range of up to life for all first degree mmtpeopleareevenmalb/rele&ed'therevem
tence:

2h's indetenminate felony convictions.
%2 potential for li incarceration During any year. about 5 to 6% of the total, releases in Utsh are o
Ak bt o, Insere

ers serving 5-to-life sen S.
MdﬁgmMs_slssipptMsswrtMontma.NebraskaNemeshite.Nonh

13 Fhe states are ware, Florida, Louisiana, Maine, Massachusetts,

arolina NonhDahtaOH;mnaPavmey?aSmemwaSoumDabumedWestwm
14 QRSA. | 18-13-G04. This law went into in 1968.
13 B VSA 5411d, enacted 2003.

Betersiia, ] 2003). When Atsaners Come Home: Parole and Pisoner Reentry. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
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. |80-Natlona! Distribution of Crime of Conviction
anjong Lifers -

RIME OF CONVICTION

if sentences were otiginally limited to those convicted
only the most serious crimes, such as homicide,
tafticularly as an"alternative to the death penalty, but

hbur survey of state corrections agencies, we requested L
rmauonabout the crime of commitment for each |-

cjson serving a life sentence. '® Overall, 64.3% (87,933)

[those serving a life sentence had Been convicted of a
nicide. However, it is notable that more than 10,000
ple serving life: senténces have been convicted of a
opviolent crime; including smiore than 2,500 for 2 drug
fiEnise and 5,400 for a property crime.
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zers. %;ipm Defendng Life. in Ogletree, C. ] and A Sarat. Life Without Parole: America’s New Death Ibwlty?{:lfeew York: New York Universi

was not provided for approximately 23,000

000 prisoners, or 14.3% of the.

total number of
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i Tvig widely established that tacial and ethnic minorities are
58 more likely to enter the criminal justice system and that
i . racial-and ethnic differences become more pronounced
< “at" the ‘deeper’ stages of “thé system. In 2009, African

. Americans and Latinos comprised over 60% of people

nvu:ted ofadrugoffense, 18 yearsold” In Grabam u Florida, the Court. concluded
: is thit LWOP sentences for p
or at the time ‘of the crime amount to

ersons who were undet 18
cruel and unusual

e-sentence raises anew the question of whethet it is ever appropriate

to sentence .individuals to life with no p

: : ssibility of
release when theit ctime was not a homicide.

CE ANDETHNICITY OF LIFE-
NTENCED INDIVIDUAL'S

in prison, and black males were incarcerated’ in state
~and-federal prisons 4t 6.4 times the rate of white non-
Hispanic males.? -

332

a5 Racial disparities are evident amo

ng those serving life as
well. Nationally, almost half (47.2%) of life-sentenced
inmatesare African American, though the black population
of ‘lifets reaches much higher in states such as Maryland

federa system, 62.3%. of ‘ the life-sentenced. population

. (77.4%), Georgia (2.0%) nd Mt 71.5%). .

thirds of the total population serving life sentences. .

' s Afncan American, Non-whites constitute neatly two-
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diften pctcent of the people serving.life sentences

afionwide are Latirio, with the highest coficentrations
ifINew Mexico: 44.1%), California (35 7%), Atizona -P

p4.99 A), and Colotado (26.4%).

o) Arne can, 58"” aof LWOP ptisoners
2 Afncan Amencan and rmchmg at least two-thirds of
' LWOP populauon in'seven states.

: ,-: lgure Zsl!évedqai Dlstnbutmn of Pnsoners Semng

47.2% of the’ lifer’ ™

il
Indians

.
«
Kansas

Mtchlgan

" Missiasippr
" V_ l'n - _..u'i

N"evada

- New Hampshife

: ion Afncan Amencans compnse

/o of the’ gencral population bat 28% of total arrests;
nfl 38% of: those convicted of a fclony in state court and
ih} tate : ptison.

" New Jersey

New Maxico
NewYork

Pennsgwanh
Hhode ls!and
South Carolina
South Dakma

- Tennesses:

Teins

Utah
Verriont
Virginia
Washington
We's't.}'lquinh
Wyoming
FEDERAL

Table'F latmos asaPro

) Massachusetfs . -

pdrﬁon of Lfe Sentenced

0.1%

113%

azmb
- a41%
250%
15%
82%
88%
85%
232%
06%
17%

wgs‘

; 203%
0.2%
11.8%
06%
03%
‘12.6%
183%
184%

Note: Eth'udtv data were not provlded for Alabama, Delaware . Maryland, and
Montana:
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' A‘ D PEOPLE IN PRISON

T e number ‘of paople incarcerated in state and federal prisons increased by 13% from 1,317,300 to 1483,800

2€n-2000 and 2012, although the totals have declined modestly since 2009

: addmon to- the-nearly 15 ‘million’ pecple in state and federal prisons, there were 744,500
,'12 yleldmg a total.i mcarcerated ‘population of 2.2 mllhon

Btween 2002 and 2011 state

-

L.

¢~.~ ) of people in state or federal prisons were black, 35% were white, and 21% were Hispanic in 2011.

Bles in the: same age group.

- Black males have a 32% chance of serving t:me In prison at some point in their lives; Hispanic males have.a 17%
pifance; white males have a' 6% chance,

ate for Hispanic women was 14 times higher.

biblic. order crimes.

Sdurce: Bureau of Justice Statistics

PRISONS

people in local jails in

prison populatlons grew at an average rate of 08% per gear, and the federal

_ A&1 300 people were on probaﬂon or parole in 2012. for a total of 6,937,600 pédple in America under some form

h ‘every 13 ‘black males ages 30 to 34 was in prison in 2011, as were 1 in 36 Hispanic males and 1 in 80 white

ni2011, the rate of prison. mcarceratnon for black women was 2.5 times higher than the rate for white women; the
Narly half (4796) of people incarcerated in state prisons in 2011 were convicted of non-violent drug, property, or

S0ple convicted of drug offenses were 17% of state inmates in 2010 and 48% of federal prison inmates in 2011,
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