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THE COURT: Solicitor, if you would call your first
case for trial. |

MR. SCOTT: Thank you, Your Honor, if it please the
Court. The State éalls the State versus Mandy Lenore
Smith, indictment 2011-GS-36-505, that is an indictment
for murder.

The State versus Mandy Lenore Smith, indictment
number 2011-GS-36-504, an indictment .for possession of a
weapon during the commission of a violent crime.

State versus Mandy Lenore Smith, indictment number
2011-GS-36~503, an indictment forndesecration of human
remains.

Your Honor, these three indictments were true billed

by the Newberry County Grand Jury in August of 2011. And

the State is ready for trial if I may approach.

THE COURT: Thank you. ‘Mr._Verner, you represent
Mandy Lenore Smith? '

| MR. VERNER: I do,VYour.Honor.

THE COURT: Is Ms. Smith pfesent?

MR. VERNER: She is with me, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right, is the defendant ready for.
trial? |

MR. VERNER: She. is.

THE COURT: Thank you, very mucﬁ. Ladies 'and

gentlemen, if you would please give me your complete and
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undivided attention. We are going to go through a
procedure whereby we select a trial jury for the trial of
this specific case. As you recall, we went through the
procedure where you were qualified to sit as jurors on
jury service this week. Now we are going to go through

this procedure to select again, a fair and impartial jury

for the trial of this case for both the State and Ms.

Smith, the defendant. I am going to, because of certain
questions I must ask you I am going to read or publish to
you these three indictments that the State has called for
trial. The indictménts are not evidence. The indictments
are the formal charging documents bvahich an individual

is placed on notice of charges that have been brought

‘against him or her. The indictments are mere allegations

and in no way are evidence of the allegations contained
therein. As I say, because of questions I must ask you I
will read these indictments to you. The first indictment,
11-GS-36-0505 reads tﬁat Mandy Lenore Smith did in
Newberry County on or about the 7th day of May of 2011
willfully, felonioﬁsly and with malice aforethought kill
one John Henry Mayers by means of shooting. And that said
John Henry Mayers did die in Newberry County as a
proximate result thereof on or about the 7th day of May of
2011 in violation of section 16-3-10 of the South Carolina

Code of Laws, 1976 as amended. That is an indictment for
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murder.

Indictment  11-GS-36-0504 reads that Mandy Lenore
Smith did in Newberry County on or about the 27th day of
May, now Solicitor that;is a different date than the
murder indictment, 2011, possess a firearm or visibly
displayed what appeared'to be a firearm or visibly
displayed a knife during the commission of a violent
offense to wit: murder or any lessor included violent
offense in violation of 16-23-490 of the South Carolina
Code of laws, 1976 as amended. That is an indictment for
possession of a weapOnlduring the commission of a violent
crime.

As far as those allegatibns, Solicitor, would you
have a motion?

MR. STUMBO: We-do, Your Honor, that is a Scrivener's
error, it should be MayA7th consistently through the three
indictments is the incident date.

THE COURT: Do we have any objection to that, Mr.
Verner?

MR. VERNER: Your Honor, I certainly cannot consent

to the amendment but we have been aware of the dates but I

cannot consent in this case.
THE COURT: All right, certainly, I will grant the
motion for the amendment. Again, ladies and gentlemen, as

I said, the indictments are not evidence. The indictments
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contain mere allegations. It does say on or about the 7th
of May of 2011 in the murder indictment. I will amend the

possession of a weapon to reflect, 7th of May of 2011.

" Again, that is not evidence, that is the allegations

contained.

The next indictment 11-GS-36-0503 reads that Mandy
Lenore Smith did in Newberry County on or about the 18th
day of May of 2011 willfully, unlawfully and knowingly and
without proper legal authority, the said defendant did
destroy or damage the remains of a deceased human being
and/or did remove -a portion of the remains of a deceased
human being from a burial ground where human skeletal
remains ére buried and/or desecrated human remains to wit:
that the said defendant did cut off the head of ‘the
deceased, John Henry Mayers and throw the head into the
river in violation of 16-7-600 of the South Carolina Code
of Laws, 1976 as amended. That is an indictment for
desecration of human remains.

MR. STUMBO: Your Honor, if I may, that date would be
accurate, our motion to alter or amend would only apply to
the weapons charge, the 18th of May and that indictment
would be, we will go forward on it now. |

THE COURT: Thank you very much, Solicitor. Again,
Solicitor,'if you will, I know you have previously done

this in general qualifications. But if you would please
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’

introduée yourself and any members of the Solicitor's
office that are going to assist you in the prosecﬁtion of
this case. |

MR. STUMBO: Thank you, Your Honor. Again, I am
David Stumbo, the prosecutor in this case and every
General Seséions level or felony level case that coﬁes
before the courts in the four-county circuit. We |
prosecute all the cases in those four counties. So we

havé a lot of work to do, this is one of those cases.’

"Dale Scott is my Deputy Solicitor here to my right. He is

going, he and I are .trying this case together.

Investigator Walter Bentley is going to assist us in the

prosecution of this case. Also, a member of my staff, Ms.

Alice Douglas is here to my left, she is one of our
paralegals for the office and works exclusively here in
Newberry County as a Newberry County resident. You will
see her in and out of the courtroom and here at the
prosecution table. Also to my left and he is on the
witness list is~Lieutenant Robert Dennis from the Newberry
County Sheriffs Office. He Will be sitting, I am sorry,
Captain Robert Dennis, I demoted him. He wili be sitting
at counsel table with us throughout the duration of the
case as the lead_iﬁvestigator of this case as well. .
THE COURT: 'Thank you, Solicitor. And Mr. Verﬁer,

again if you will introduce yourself and yourlclient to
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the jury panel.

MR. VERNER: Yes, Your Honor. 'i am:- Charles Verner
from here in Newberry. I am a lawyer with my father next
to the Cabana Cafe. Mandy Smith is my client. Mandy
Smith, she is from Chapin although she was living in
Newberry County, a resident of Newberry County. She is
the defendant in thié case. Helping me is Vicky Hunter.

She used to be married to Gonzalea Hunter, he was a

" longtime residence of Newberry County. Vicky will be

assisting me.

THE COURT: Thank you, Mr. Verner. Is any member of
the jury panel related by blood or marriage, close
perscnal friends,’have any personai business, professional
relatiénship with Solicitor Stumbo, Solicitor Scott or any
member of the Newberry County Solicitor's office. If so
please stand. Yes, your number and name, please.

JUROR: 44, Bethany Crooks. I have had some
professional business with Robert Dennis.

THE COURT: Step -up here to the Court Reporter,
please. What is your number?

'JUROR:  44.

THE COURT: And tell me the--

JUROR: I was a special agént with SLED, forensic
artist and I worked with Robert on a coﬁple of cases.

THE COURT: Given the fact that, did you say you were
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under oath before you. The law as I tell you. the law is,
yoﬁ take that standard of the law, you apply it to the
facts as you find the facts to be from the testimoﬁy, the
exhibits presented. Ahd then you reach a verdict which
speaks .the truth. Don't do any independent investigation,
don't talk to anybody independently. I will release you
for your luncheon recess. Be back at 3:30. Thank you.

(Whereupon, the jury was released from opén court for

a lunch break.)

THE COURT: -Aﬁy objections to anyﬁhing that I told
the jury from the State? '

MR. STUMBO: No, Your Honor;

THE COURT: The defense?

MR. VEﬁNER;. No, Your Honor.:

THE.COURT: And is Ms. Smith in custody or on bond?

MR. STUMBO: She is in custody, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Anything further before we take our
recess? |

MR. STUMBO: WNothing from the State.
MR. VERNER: No, sir. S

THE COURT: I certainly respect in a case such as
this that it can be very emotional for one side or the
other or both sides. The jury in these type of cases has
a very difficuit task to perform and I want to make sure

they have complete and.unfeathered.ability to listen to
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the testimony and decide the case based on the law and
evidence and not on any outside or undue influence of any
emotional type. I certainly respect the support that the
members of the victim's famiiy show for their lost loved .
one. I would ask if you would not wear advocacy tshirts
to the court préceédings. There are ‘many ways, as y'all
know, that we can_honor the memories of our loved ones,
not only by wearing those types of memorabilia but in
other ways. I would ask and direct and order that you not
wear those. I might would revisit that upon the return of
the verdict. However, until .the case is tried and
presented to the jury I would order that you not wear
those. Thank you; Court will be in.recess until 2:30.

(Whereupon, a lunch break was faken.)

THE COURT: All right, Ms. Smith is present in the
courtroom along with her attorney, Mr. Verner. And the
Solicitor's office is present on behalf of the State.

What is your first motion y'all-would like for me to hear.

MR. STUMBO: Your Honor, before we move into Jackson
v. Denno, Ms. Smith, she was evaluated and that is one of
the reasons that this case had been continued a couple of
times and she was evaluated by the Department of Mental
Health at the request of Mr. Verner. The report that was
issued in this situation was issued August the 8th of this

year. It was sent by Dr. Jeffrey Musick, who is a
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‘psychologist for the Department of Mental Health, South

Carolina Department of Mental Health. The'présiding

examiner of the case was Stephanie Chapman of U.S. School

of Medicine, she is a psychiatric fellow there and also

Dr. Richard Frierson of'U.S. School of Medicine were
present‘for'this evaluation. The evaluation by the
doctors concluded that although Ms. Sﬁith reported she was
experiencing éymptoms of depression and anxiety during the
time period of the alleged crime, Qas under significant
financial stress. She did not report a compulsion,
command, auditory, hallucination of other symptoms of
mental iliness‘that would have .impaired her ability to
conform her conduct requirements'of the law; That isiv
actually a conformity of evaluation, Your Honor. And I
tﬁéught'thét I had the competency-eval, if Mr. Verner‘has
that énd I don't believe any of thése‘are.pontested at
this pdint.{‘We-did want to put on the record, to protect
the record fhat-the doctors of Mental Health did find Ms.
Smith‘was‘competent to sﬁand trial under the 1legal

standards of Blair. And also was able to conform her

- conduct with the requirements of law, obviously that is

not ‘an issue here in this case.
THE COURT: 'If you would have those marked and may I
see them.

- *MR. VERNER: My copies was delivered to me by eméil,
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I can print itfqut but I never got a hard copy. But I
agree that she:wés evaluated at the Department of Mental
Health and was competent to stand trial. She certainly, I
wouldn't dispute that.

MR. STUMBO: Your Honor, I aﬁ giving the competency
part of this. We can mark this one as Court's number 1.

(Whereupon, Court's Exhibit 1 was marked for

identification only.)

MR. STUMBO: This is a report dated August the lst,
was issued August the 8th by the Department of Mental
Health. This will be Court's number 1 for the record.

THE COURT: I ha&e feviewed Court's exhibit number 1.
I find that there are criminally responsible, both under
McNaughton and conformity capability,;o-conform her
conduct.to the requirements of the law. Anything further
in this regard, Solicitor?’

MR. ‘STUMBO: There is not, Your Honor, I just spoke
éarlier, obviously there is a presumption of competency,
unless thét-issue is raised, it has not been raised by the
defense. The only‘reason we put this into evidence at
this point is we haven't received any notice of an
insanity defense. Obviously based on this feport of
Department of Mental Health we don't anticipate that and
we just wanted to bring to Your Honor's attention that Ms.

Smith had been evaluated by the doctors at Mental Health.
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THE COURT: Anything from the defense in this regard,
Mr. Verner?

MR. VERNER: ©No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you very much. I would find that
this complies under the circumstances of a Blair hearing.
It is Court's exhibit number 1.

"MR. STUMBO: Thank you, Your Honor, we will proceed
with Jackson v. Denno at this time. The State would call
Captain Robert Dennis at this time.

MR. VERNER: Your Honor, before.we get into this, I
have a few things that I would like to éétvogt real quick.

THE. COURT: Yes, sir.

MR. VERNER: I don't have a copy of the indictment
for the desecration. My understanding is that Mandy was
charged with murder originally. And then she has been
direct indicted on the possession of a weapon for a
violent crime. I have‘only got the arrest warrant for the
murder charge, Judge. My assumption is that she was
direct indicted for the possession of a weapon and the
desecration. If there are arrest warrants, and I haven't
seen them--

THE COURT: Here is the indictment.

MR. VERNER: I don't have the one for desecration so
I am not sure if that was done during the August 1llth

term.
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MR. SCOTT: That is a direct indictment true billed
by Newberry County Grand Jury August 5th of 2011. That
would be the same Grand Jury meeting that true billed the
other two.

MR. VERNER: Because on those charges, Your Honor, my
understanding is she would be entitled to be arraigned on
those charges. I would ask that that happen when the jury
comes in but on the charges that she was direct indicted
on she would have the right to be arraigned on those
charges.

THE COﬁRT: I will be glad to arraign here now.

MR. VER&ER: My preference is when the jury comes in
but I understand, that there is no requirement that the
jury be part of the arraignment.

THE COURT:  Will you have her come around. = Mandy

. Lenore Smith, prisoner at the bar, if you answer at that

name hold up your right hand.
(Ms. Smith raised her right hand.)
THE COURT: Thenk you, you may put your hand down.
You stand indicted by~the-name of Mandy Lenore Smith for
the crime of possession of a weapon during the commission
of a violent crime. The indictment reads that Mandy |
Lenore Smith did in Newberry County state aforesaid, on or

about the 7th day of May of 2011 posses a firearm, or

visibly displayed what appeared to be a firearm or visibly
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displayed a knife during the commission of a violent
offense to wit, murder or any lessor included violent
offense in violation of 16-23-490 of the South Carolina
Code of Laws, 1976 és amended. What say, you,’Mandy
Lenore Smith. Are you guilty of the felony of possession
of a weapon during the commission of a violent crime or
not guilty?

MS. SMITH: Not guilty, Your Honor.

THE COURT: If not guilty I then ask you how will you
bé tried.

MS. SMITH: By God and my jury, Your Honor.

THE COURT: God send you a good deliverance. Are you
ready for trial?

MS. SMITH: Yes, sir.

| THE COURT: - You are also indicted under that name,

Mandy Lenore Smith for desecration of human remains. That
indictment reads that Mandy Lenore Smith did in Newbefry
County state aforesaid on or about the 18th day of May,
2011 willfully, unlawfully and knowingly and without
proper legal authority, said defendant did destroy or
damage the.remains of the deceased human being and/or did
remove a portion of the remains of the deceased human
being from a burial ground where human skeletal remains
are buried and/or desecrated human remains to wit: The

said defendant did cut off the head of the deceased, John
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Henry Mayers and threw the head into the river in
violation of 16-17-600 of the South Carolina Code of Laws,
1976 as amended. How do you say to that charge, are you
guilty or not guilty?

MS. SMITH: Not guilty, Your Honor.

THE COURT: How will you be tried?

MS. SMITH: By God and my jurors, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Gdd send you a good deliverance. Are you
ready for trial?-

MS. SMITH: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: You may réturn to your seat. All right,
do you have further motions, Mr. Verner?

MR. VERNER: Your Honor, under the statute my
understanding is, assuming the verdict does come back
murder, a factor in sentencing before the Court to
consider is a history of domestic abuée by the defendant.
And most of thaf testimony would probably not be
admissible usually because of the hearsay'objections
during a trial. But I would like to reserve my right to
be heard on that should that be an issue and that is
primarily what Dr. Schwartz-Watts would be listed as, Your
Honor. My understanding is that most of that testimony
the Court would exclude from the jury. But we would like
to be heard on that should that become an issue and that

would be entirely a legal issue for the Judge:- to consider.



10
1i
12
13
14

15

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

25

58

THE COURT: I don't know how to rule on something
that is not before me at this time.

MR. VERNER: I guess,.if the Couft is inclined to
hear that testimony if the circumstances call of it, I am
unlikely to call Dr. Schwartz-Watts as a witness in the
case-in-chief. If the Court believes it needs to be
brought up in the tfial then I would have to make sure she
is subpoenaed and be in the actual case-in-chief.

THE COURT: I can't rule on what is not in front of
me at this'time{ I understand that, as far as ; battered
person 1is concerned( if she were to be found guilty that
would affect, if I were to find her to be a battered
person.

MR. VERNER: Yes, sif.

THE COURT: How it is presented is not for the Court

"to.anticipate now. I have sentenced people under that

statute in the past. And quite frankly, how it was

presented, Mr. Verner. If it was presented during the
trial or just at sentencing. I don't know how to answer
that, it 'is like a hidden road. I can't see that far to
the battle field yet because we are not on it.

MR. VERNER: Thank you, Judge.

THE COURT: If you need time to get Dr.
Schwartz-Watts here I will certainly--

MR. VERNER: My understanding is that is a more of a
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sentehcing issue, Judge. And should we cross that bridge,
that would be the only intent to have her as a possible
witness would be should we get to that. And at this time
I would raise my Jackson v. Denno.

THE COURT: All right, Solicitor, call your first
witness.

MR. STUMBO: The State calls CaptainhRobert Dennis to
the stand.

ROBERT DENNIS, being

firét duly sworn, testified as . follows:

.DIRECT EXAMINATION

By Mr. Stumbo:

Q State your name, please.

A Robert Dennis, Captain of Newberry County Sheriffs
Office.

Q Good afternoon, Captain Dennis. Were you involved

with the inveétigation of the defendant, Mandy Smith, on

an alleged murder case?

A I was.

Q And who was the victim in that case, Captain Dennis?
A The victim in that case was Mr. John Henry Mayers.

Q And how was that case initially investigated by your
department?

A The first part that we played in is Lexington County

Sheriffs Office contacted Major Boland at the time he was



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

27

Robert Dennis - Direct by Mr. Stumbo
: 60

Captain at the Sheriffs Office and required assistance of
locating some witnesses that were here in-Newberry County
and identify folks that would have last been seen or may
have information of where Mr. Mayers could possibly be.

Q And as part of that investigation were you able to
develop any potential persons of interest in fegards of
Mr. Méyers being missing?

A We were. We developed two suspects in the case of

Mr. Mayers disappearance.

Q And how was Ms. Smith brought to your attention at

that time, who brought her to your attention?

A At that partiéular time a codefendant in the case,
Timothy Carol Wise had disclosed the actual homicide of
Mr. Mayers. And told us where we could possibly find the
remains of Mr. Mayers and advised us that Mandy was indeed
the person that was with him whenever the crime was
committed. | |

Q Just to give the Court a little bit of a timeline,
when did Mr. Mayers go missing,‘Captain Dennis?

A He was reported missing on May the 10th of 2011. The
days prior to that which we were looking‘about.May the 7th
was the last time anyone had really had-contact with Mr.
Mayers.

Q May the 7th was a Saturday-nighf, is that correct?

A That's correct.
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And May 8th was Mother's Day, the next day, Sunday?
That's correct.

Oof 20112

That's correct, 2011.

Lo I o R e

And you stated that another person of interest, Mr.
Timothy Wise brought Ms. Smith to y'all's attention. When
was the first time y'all made contact with Timothy Wise?
A The first contact with Mr. Wise was on May the 20th
and that contact was made by Major"Bolaﬁd and Billy
Derrenbacher of the Lexington County Sheriffs Office.

Q And between, and ;ometime after May 20th you
indicated before to the Court thét Mr. Wise disclosed
where Mr. Mayers body was or what he contended or alleged
to be Mr. Mayers body, when was that?

A That's correct. We interviewed Mr. Wise on, on May
the 25th of 2011. And he was able to take us and show us
where the body 6f Mr. Mayers was at.

Q Was that out there iﬁ Sumter National Forrest, 1is
that correct?

A That's correct. .It was off of a forestry road which
is ldcated off of Brazelmans Bridge Road in the Sumter
National Forrest which is toward the Whitmire section of
Newberry County. The main road whiph was a dirt road
which has a turnaround on it, that was Judy B. Road.

Q This is out in the middle of the National Forrest and
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62
it is wooded pine trees around there?
A That's correct.
Q Now, was the body that you found, was it intact when

you found, when you and your colleagues found it, Captain
Dennis? ,

A ‘No, it was not. The body was badly decomposed. We
could tell that it had been moved from one point into the
woods by the position of the body. The.shirf was rolled
up, up'éround, under the underarms of the body that we
éaw. And it was, the:arms were outstretched and it was
missing the heéd portion of the body.

Q And as a result of this, you said Timothy Wise had
lead you to this body, correct?

A That's correct.

Q And who did Timothy Wise indicate, according to him,
had killed:Mr. Mayers? |

A According to Mr. Wise, after he had beén Mirandized
he indicated that Manay Smith was the person that. fired
the shots. |

0 - And at this point on the 25th of May was Mandy Smith

in custody of Newberry County at that point?

A Yes, sir.
Q And what was she in custody of Newberry County for? -
A She was in custody for an outstanding warrant of

forgery that had been reported to us involving the, a
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vehicle belonging to Mr. Mayers. And that vehicle had
been, a bill of sale had been obtained from the DMV,
forged and the car sold at a local recycling here in
Newberry County.

0 And és part of that investigation was it the family

of John Henry Mayers that gave y'all information about

-this car?

A They did as well as give us a handwriting sample of
Mr. Mayers.

Q After May 25th when Mr. Mayers body, which was
allegedly ﬁis body out in the woods when it was found, did

you have an opportunity to talk to Ms. Smith?

A Yes, I did.
Q And where did you interview Ms. Smith?
A The first interview took place on May the 26th of

2011 around 3:51 p.m. and that was the location of the
Newbérr? County Sheriffs Office in‘Major Danny Gilliam's
office.

Q And before you interviewed Ms. Smith, the defendant,
were you able, did you have an opportunity to read her her
Miranda rights?

A I did.

Q . And how did you read those to her?

A We have a form that we utilize at the sheriffs office

which is called a rights form. And it has on that rights
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form information pertaining to the person that we are
getting ready to interview which would consist of their
name, social security, date of birth,'ﬁome address, and
any contact numbers that they may have such as a home,
work or other type of phone numbers. We ascertain how old
that person is énd what is the last grade that they
completed as whether or not they can read or write.
Q Did you get that information from Ms. Smith?
A I did.
Q And did she indicate to you that she coﬁld read and
write?
A She could._
Q And what, I am going to hand you.
MR. STUMBO: four Honor, may I approach.fhe witness?
THE COURT: Yes, sir.
Q I am going to hand you what has been marked for ID as
State's 19. If ybu could téke a look at that. Do you.
recognize State's 192
A Yes, I do.
Q What is in State's 192 What is the first page.
A The first page is the rights form, as I was
explaining earlier, that indicates all of the persons
personal information, address, phone nﬁmbers,Athe last
grade they completed and that they can read.

0 And on that rights form does it have the Miranda
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warnings that y'all read to the suspects?

A It does.

MR. STUMBO: Your Honor, for purposes of this hearing

we would offer—-

Q And did you personally review that form with the

defendant, Mandy Smith?

A I did.
0] And did you write the information in on the form?
A I did.
Q And attached to that form is pages, another three

pages. Is that the actual written statement that was
given by Ms. Smith?
A That is correct. The second page is a voluntary

statement form which begins with asking the same type of

. question as far as the identification of the person we

will be interviewing. And also in a paragraph form are
the rights o6f the individual given to them again.

Q And were you present and did you personally read
these rights to Ms. Smith, the defendant?

A I read the first page and then allowed Ms. Smith to
read the second page before she began writing her
statement.

Q This is the original - copy of those statements from
your file?

A And this is the original copy of the statement that
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has been in ﬁy possession.

MR. STUMBO: ‘Ybur Honor, we would offer State's 19
into evidence fof purposes of this-hearing only.

THE COURT: Mr. Verner.

MR. VERNER:» No objection.

THE COURT: State 19 for identification purposes
only. |

-(Whereupon; State's Exhibit 19 was marked for

identification only.) | |
0 Captain Dennis, coﬁld you read the rights.on page one
as you read theﬁ to Ms. Smith or reviewed with Ms. Smith
on May 26th of 2011?
A I can. - The firét pért of is, it states before we ask
you any questions you must understand your rights.. You
have the righf to remain silent. "Anything ydu“say can and
will be used against you in a court of law. You have the
right tp-a‘lawyer~for advice.before-we ask5YOu"any
questibns aﬁd to have hiﬁ‘or hér present with you during
the questioconing. If you have no méney for lawyer fees the
Court will éppoint one to represent you without cost to
you if you wish. 1If yoﬁ decide to answer .questions now
without a lawyer present you will stili have the right to
stop the questions at any time. You also havexfhe right
to stop answering questions at any time until you talk to

a lawyer. And then there is a sentence that says, I have
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read this statement of my rights'and I understand what my

rights are. And Ms. Smith indicated that she understood

those~rights-byAsigning her name and dating.

Q So she signed her name to State's 19?2

A Yes, she did. |

0 And'did»youwobserve'her‘signing her name?

A " Yes, I did. |

Q Now; during the time that you were interviewing her

and she did appear to understand_her‘rights?

Yes sir, she did.

Did she at any time request anlattorney?

No, sir.

About how long did you sit and talk to her?

Thé interview began at 3:51 p.m. and I indicated on
the second page of the report which ended at 7:37 p.m.
that afternoon;

Q And she did indicate that she wanted to give a
statement in regérds to Mr; Mayers death?

A She did. Sﬁe indicated that by the waiver which is
at the bottom of the rights form. |

Q And so she signed it twice, is that correct?

A That is cofrect.-

Q " And did you sign the bottom of that form as a
witness? |

A . I did.
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Q Now, at any_time during the course of this interview,
when you were with Ms. Smith, did she ask to exercise her
right to an attorneylwhile you spoke with her?

A No sir, she did not.

Q Did she ever ask to stop the interview, she didn't
want to talk anymore?

A No sir, she did not.

Q Did you make available to her restroom facilities if
she needed them? ' ,

A We did.

Q If she needed sométhing to drink‘would you make that
available to her? ‘

We would ﬁad.

Did you threaten her in any way, Captain Dennis?

No sir, we did not.

Did you intimidate her'in any way?

No, sir.

o S o T C

Did you make any promises in exchange for her giving

you this statement?

A No sir, we did not.

Q Did it appear to you to be freely and voluntarily
given? '

A Yes sir, it did.

o) As part of State's 19, I am going to hand it back to

you. Did Ms. Smith sign the last page of the statement as
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well?
A Yes, sir. Just out of formality we had them sign
each page of their written statement and all three pages
including the last are signed by Ms. Smith.
Q Now, State's 19, did Ms. Smith essentially in this
statement indicate that she was the one that had shot Mr.
Mayers?
A Yes sir, she did.

MR. STUMBO: Your Honor, I am going to pass State's
19 for your review.
Q One other matter for the record, Captain Dennis,
while Judge McMahon has the statement, State's 19, was
there anybody else present in Major Gilliam's, Danny
Gilliam's office when this statement was given?
A Yes, sir. Major Gilliam was present for a short time
of the interview and then the person who ended up staying
with me at the time was Investigator Matt Bowers of the

sheriffs office.

Q And are they both here present in the. courtroom
today?

A Yes, they are.

Q And they witnessed you reading Ms. Smith her rights?

A Yes, they did.
Q And Investigator Bowers actually signed the statement

in State's 19 as well, is that correct?
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A That's correqt.

THE COﬁRT: All right, Solicitor..

MR. STUMBO:‘ Thank YOu, Your Honor.
Q This is May 26th when Ms. Smith gave that statement,
is that correct, Captain Dennis?
A * That's correct.
Q ‘Was she charged in the death of Mr. MaYers?
A She was charged with murder, yes.
Q Now at any time after that did you receive a request

from Ms. Smith to revise her statement or to speak with

you again?

A I did.

~Q When was that?

A On June the 10th of 2011 we had received a letter
from Ms. Smith that had been dated June the 7th, that she
wished to talk to me again.

MR. STUMBO: If I 'may approach the witness, Your
Honor.

THE COURT: - Yes, sir.
Q I hand you what has been marked for ID as State's
number 20. Take your timé and take a look at that.
A I have reviewed it, Solicitor.
Q Captain Dennis, what is in State's 20, does that
memorialize your interview with Ms. Smith on June the

10th?
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A It does.. .

Q And also on the back page of that is that the letter,
the actual original letter that Ms. Smith sent you in the
mail requesting to speak to you?

A That is. I am not sure if it actually come in‘the
mail or it was by way of COD, I can't remember actually
how we feceived that.

Q Okay. But in response to that letter you did go and
reinterview Ms. Smith? |

A I did, yes sir.

Q Did you go through the same process, aid you read her
rights again?

A We did. And actually prior to reading her rights,
she was being brought into Captain Kitchens office which
is located at Newberry County Detention Center, when Ms.
Smith began talking to me about there was some things in
her statements that she needed to talk to me about that
were not true I then decided we would stop our process of
talking and then move out to the Newberry Sheriffs Office
at Lewis Rich Road. |

Q So 'you actually had her transported, she was in
custody but had her transported over to the sheriffs
office to conduct the interview?

A That's correct. And that interview was done on June

the 10th of 2011 about 11:35 a.m. And that was done in my
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office.
Q Did you review the rights form again with Ms. Smith?
A Yes, I aid.
Q Did she waive those rights?
A She did.
Q Did she sign the form waiving those rights?
A .She did.
Q Signed it twice, is that her signatu?e at the middle

of the page, at the bottom of the page on State's number

207

o oroOo

that
A

Q

A

Q

It is.

And you witnessed that?

I did, yes sir. .

And the statement, it is a two-page statement. Is
Ms. Smith's Signature on those two pages as well?
It is.

And it is marked 1:40 p.m., June the 10th of '2011?
Yes, sir.

And the letter that she sent you was dated, to have

her come speak to you was dated June the 7th of 201172

I

That's correct.

MR. STUMBO: Your Honor, the State would offer

State's 20 for ID purposes for the Jackson v. Denno

hearing at this time.

THE COURT: State's 20, ID only.
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(Whereupon, State's Exhibit number 20 was marked for

identification only.)

Q Now, how long did this second interview last?

A We started at 11:35 a.m. and it ended at 1:40 p.m.
Q That is about two hours?

A Roughly, yes.

Q Any time during those two hours did you intimidate
Ms. Smith?

A No sir, we did not.

Q Did you make her any promise in exchange for this

second statement?

A No sir, I did not.

Q Did you offer any hope or reward of any sort for this
second statement?

A No, sir.

Q Did it appear to you to be freely and voluntarily
given by Ms. Smith, the defendant?

A Yes, it did.

Q Did you make available to her restfoom facilities?

A We did, yes sir.

Q If she needed refreshments, something to drink during
this two hour time period, would that had been available
to her?

A It would have been available and we did allow for a

smoke break.
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Q Now, in this second statement, State's number 20 did
Ms. Smith recant killing Mr. Mayers?
A Yes, she did. She actually recanted that during the

outing of where they were on. Judy B, that instead of her
being the one to actually fire the shots, it was actually
Tim Wise who pusﬁed her away from being held in the arms
of Mr. Mayers, pushing her down to the ground and then Tim
firing two shots at Mr. Mayers.

Q And did she say anything in the May 26th statements
about Timothy Wise being the trigger man?

A No, sir.

Q And this written statement given on June the 10th of
2011 appear té you to be freely and voluntarily given by

Mandy Smith?

A Yes sir, it did.

Q Was it witnessed by any of your fellow officers?

A No sir, I was the only one.

0 This was just you and in the office and Ms. Smith :

" giving this written statement?

A Yes, sir. And at the time the officer that made the
trans§0r£ was Deputy Michael Clayton and he stayed thefe
with me.
Q No further questions at this time.

THE COURT: Mr. Verner.:

CROSS-EXAMINATION
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By Mr. Verner:

Q Captain Dennis, my understanding. is that the first
contact with law enforcement and Mandy Smith was somebody
went by Tim Wise's home to speak to them to see if they

knew anything about the missing man?

A That's correct, yes sir.
0 Were you involved in that?
A I was not involved with going by the home at that

particular time, no.

0 But the first encounter with law. enforcement and the
defendant would be the home visit during the missing

person investigation?

A That would be my understanding, yes sir.

Q Do yoﬁ know who that officer was?

A It was Méjor Boland as well as Lexington County.
Q And then my understanding is then Tim Wise gave a

statement kind of jointly to the Lexington County sheriffs
office and representatives of Newberry County office?

A That's correct.

Q And the reason for that was, the residence was in

Lexington bqt the last seen location was the residence of
the defendants in Newberry County so it was unclear who
had jurisdiction in the case?

A Repeat that again.

Q Because Mr. Mayers was a Lexington County resident
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and they had initiated the investigation, at that time it
was kind of a joint investigation between the two?

A That's correct, yes sir.

Q And then I believe Tim Wise gave a statement to law
enforcement which, appears to be on Lexington County forms

where he gave a statement on May 20th?

A That's correct.

Q And were you present for that interrogation?

A No sir, I was not present for that time period.
Q Do you know who the representative for.Néwberry

County would have been?

A Yes sir, it would have been Major Boland.

Q And I believe as a result of the May 20th
interrogation of Tim Wise, he implicated Mandy Smith as a
possible suspeété

A On May 20th he impliéated himself and Mandy Smith as
being part of the forgery of the warrant that was issued
for the vehicle being taken and destroyed at the
recycling.

Q  That is my question. He doesn't mention that this
was forged, does he. He doesn't say whether it was legal
or illegal. B

A He actually-in that statement, -if you read it, that
they did go by the DMV to pick that'dp and she had him to

fill out the top part of that DMV title.
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And then he says, then I told her to go get him. I

assume that means, John Mayers, to sign it?

Lo I o B T 2 B © R

Yes, sir.

And then I would help her move it?

Yes, sir.

And then on a later date he helped her move the car?
That's correct.

So she doesn't specifically say it was forged at all?
No, sir.

And in fact we know that John Henry Mayers, if this

would have happened almost a month, at least .several weeks

before John Henry Mayers was killed? The transaction

alleged to have occurred on April the 21st?

A

April the, the actual selling of the vehicle took

place on April the 26th of 2011.

Q

So that would be at least two weeks pfior to the

death of John Henry Mayers?

A

Q

Or the missing report that was taken, yes sir.

And I am assuming he was killed on May 7th which,

understand that that is at least two weeks?

A

Q

That's correct.

Had John Henry Mayers, to your understanding, come

forth to report his car stolen?

A

We had not received any information of that through

the sheriffs office.
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Q Ordinarily if somebody notices their car missing,
they would typically, fhe typical person reports that to
law enforcement fairly quickly, don't they?

A Depending on the jurisdiction. If the vehicle is
missing from Lexington County, it would have been- filed in
Lexington County. If it had been’missing in Newberry the

report would have been filed with Newberry County.

Q You have been a detective and a deputy for a long

time,‘right?

A Yes, sir.

o] And‘typically people notice their car missing pretty
quickly? |

A Kind of depends on the circumstances surrounding the
car, Mr. Verner, whether it is a vehicle on their property
for some period of time, whether it is growed up around it
or what or this is a vehicle that they would pass on a
daily basis to go into their home or whatever. That would
generally be viewed more quickly than one backed in on the
back side of your property.

Q ' Did you secure the arrest warrant for forgery or, it
appeérs that Major Boland signed it?

A Major Boland, yes sir, Major Boland actually did the
report and we got the information and he issued, went
before tﬁe Magistrate to secure a warrant.

Q- And that was on the same day that Tim Wise was
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interviewed by law‘enforcement, May 20th? If you don't
have it I can hand it up to you.

A Just bear with me. I have it. I was just making
sure of the dates.

Q Are you aware of any other, were you a participant in
obtaining the arrest warrant for forgery?

A No, I was not.'

Q But you were involved in the investigation of the
murder for the disappearance of John Henry Mayers at that
point? -

A At that point I was éware of the disappearance and
the investigation of them interviewing Mr. Wise on the
20th and then I came out after they had completed their
interview, yes.

Q About how long before May 20th had you been involved
in the investigation?

A I would say, prior tb that as far as being involved,
I was aware of it a couple of days prior but.did not come
officially involved until the night of the 20th.

Q "Are you aware of any other evidence of forgery that
you investigated that you have personal knowledge of such
as family members of John‘Henry Mayers or somebody
corroborating? 7

A What are you asking, I am trying--

Q Did you do anything to investigate the forgery
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charges?.

A The only thiﬁg that I did, Mr. Verner, is I obtained
a handwriting sample of Mr. John Henry Mayers and that was
on, something déaling with the Credit Life and Accidental
Health Insurance.

Q When did you obtain that sample?

A On May the 25th of 2011.

Q And May ﬁhe 25th was also the date that Mandy_Smith
was served with the arrest warrant for forgery?

A I believe so, yes sir.

Q Were you involved with her arrest?
A No sir, I was not.
Q But you were involved in her very first statement to

law enforcement?

A That's correct.

Q Which would have been the day after she was arrested
for forgery?

A And that would have been the 26th.

Q So she had been in jail, when you talked to her she

was in prison?

A Yes, sir.

Q Jumpsuit?

A Jumpsuit.

0 Did she have leg irons on?

A I would say she prbbably did until, and don't hold me
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to that because most of the time what we find is we are
able to allow those people to be transported and then if
they don't have the leg irons on them we take the
handcuffs off so they can have their movement so that they
can write and do different things.. But as far as
remembering whether she had leg irons, I cannot remember
that.

Q Usually by policy, when the jail sends somebody they
are both in hand shackles and leg irons?

A That's correct. Policy dictates that.

Q But then, when they are actually remanded into your
custody you got the option to removing the hand shackles?
A That's correct.

Q And that isAusually factorea, if you are going to do

that_is whether the, whether they are already shackled at

the feet?

A Yes, sir.

Q So. probably she did come to you innirons?

A . Yes, sir.

Q Do you remember what her’ demeanor was, was she
crying? |

A At first she was not, she was, I wouldn't say she was

real quiet but she was at that point of trying to
understand everything that was going on with the case.

Q Do you remember what time, you spoke to her, it looks
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like the stétement was started at 3:51 p.m.

A Yes, sir. | |

Q Is thét what fime you first encountered her at the
sheriffs department or had she been there for an hour or
two long before that?

A No, éir. -Once she got there and we made it into
Major Gilliam's office this would have been the first
sheet of paper that I filled out and filled out the time
at the top.

Q So your very first actions with her, other than maybe
an introduction or small talk, would be to do the Miranda
rights form?

A That's corrécﬁ.

Q And‘you represeﬁted that she, you handed her the
statement and you read it line by line to her before she
signed it? |

A That's correct.

Q And you must have talked to her, not gquite three
hours before she gave the written statement, it appears
that the written statement's time is 7:37 p.m.

A ‘Actually, Mr. Verner, the 7:37 is whenever we are
ending the statement. That is the completion time.

0 A little over two and a half hours?

A Yes, sir.

Q She didn't know you, there was no prior relationship



50

10
11
12
13
14
15
le
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Robert Dennis - Cross by Mr. Verner

83
between you two, was there, she wouldn't have prior
dealings with you, would she? |
A No, sir. |
Q So you were a stranger to her?

A Yes, sir.

Q Were'you wearing your weapon, YOur service weapon
during the investigation?

A I normally do, yes sir.

Q And remind again, was there a second officer who was

part of the first interrogation or statement?

A On thé date of the 26th, that was in the office of
Major Danny Gilliam, Major Gilliam was present for a brief
period of time. He had to leave due to an engagement.

The other officer that was present ét the time and was
employed with the Newberry Sheriffs Officé was
Inveétigator Matt Bowers.

Q And she indicated to you that she had an eighth grade
education?

A That's correct.

Q Would be below high school, would be a fairly low
level of dropping out of school? |

A It depends on how you claséify it, Mr. Verner. Most
eighth graders can function in the day-to-day world with
an eighth grade education.

Q But certainly not a high level of education?
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A Not a high level, no sir.

What level of education do you ﬁave?
A I have completed high school as well as two years
with an Associate Degree at Piedmont Tech.
Q So you have a college degree and a full high school?
A Yes, sir.
Q  Did she say she was taking any medication?
A  Nothing was indicated at that time, no, that she had
been taking any medication. |
Q Do you recall asking her or is that something that -

the? would usually bring up?

A Depending on the demeanor of the individuals,
sometimes I ask especially if they don't have a time
period to sit like she, she was incarcerated, I would aék

if they had had any drugs or alcohol.

Q But your testimony is she was clearheaded at the
time?
A Yes sir,'she appeared clearheaded and knew her

surroundings and where she was at.

Q She was in a depressed state, but at the very
beginning?
A I don't know if I can classify her as a depressed

state at the beginning but she was trying to understand
the questions and what was going on. And as the interview

continued she began to emotionally explain her Story and
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her actions and her way of living.

Q And you understood her way of living, she lived in a
shed behind Tim Wise's house with her dogs?

A I am not exactly sure that she had begin staying
there yet. From what I understood is she was in the
process of moving to that location. But that is what that

handy house was being prepared for was for her living

quarters.

Q Have you been to Mr. Wise's house as bart of this
investigation?

A Yes, I have.

Q Were there a large number of dogs there?

A There were a large number of dogs and spider, snake.
Q When was Mr. Wise taken into custody and arrested?
A Mr. Wise was taken.into custody on the 25th.

Q 'On the same day that Mandy Smith was taken into
custody?

A Yes, sir.

Q And you had, were you involved in the interrogation
of him?

A Yes, I was.

Q So you had the information that he had provided, did

. you inform Mandy Smith what he had said?

A . Yes, sir. During our conversation she was advised

that Mr. Wise had given a statement against her.
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Q Did you tell her that Mr. Smith, I am sorry, that Mr.
Wise had been arrested for murdér?
A That.he'ﬁas in custody I believe wouldvhave been the
conversation.
Q Are you aware of the criminal history. of Maﬁdy Smith?
A As far as her charges?
0 Any prior criminal history of Mandy Smith?
A Not that I am aware of. The only thing that I have

dealt with is the, would be the forgery.

Q Which ydu arrested her for the day before?
A Major Boland, yes sir.
0 And.'since then, are you aware now of what her

criminal history is or you haven't--
A I really haven't looked at that.

Q Would you agree with me that someone who has been

arrested before, particularly plenty of times would have

more of a undersfanding of what is going on as opposed-to
somebody that has been arrested for the first time?

A Could you ask that again, Mr. Verner.

Q If you have been around tﬁe block, so to speak,  as
arrested several.timeé that you would tend to become a
little bit more savey witﬁ your dealings with law

enforcement, have you observed that in your: career?

A Yes, sir.

Q And sdmebody who is arrested for the very first time
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is probably more scared, the very first time they are
arrested and taken into custody?

A ‘I believe it would depend on the person, Mr. Verner.
Q = But you don't agree that the person being arrested
for the first time in your life is a traumatic experience
and put in jail?

A Unfortunately in this day and age we encounter

several folks who have been arrested for the very first

. time and would pretty much turn their nose up to us and

walk away. And then you have those who understand that
they have done wrong and they want to remorsefully get as
much help and understanding for what they have done to
make it as not traumatic to them whenevervthey go through
the court process.

Q Was the second statement, by May 25th, she was
certainly a suspect of murder from the moment that Tim
Wise would have identified her, she certainly was a
suspect, correct?

A That's correct.

Q ° And I think she was given, she gave the statement to
you on May 26th and she received the arrest warrant for

murder on May 27th?

A That's correct.
Q And then she initiated contact with you on June the
10th?
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A Yes, sir. -
Q At that time you weére aware she was facing a murder

charge which is probably, unquestionably the most serious

'~ charge you can get, -is that right?

A That's correct.

"Q Did you make any attempt to contact an attorney or to

see if she was represented or advise her that she .probably
ought to wait until counsel gets appointed to her before
she will give a statement?

A No, sir.’ After receiving the information that she
wanted to talk that was.her initiating that contact with
me. And beéause that contact was made, that is the reasdn
why we read her her rights. again which would inform her
that she would have the right to talk to an attorney.

That she could waive those rights, I mean she could tell

me that she didn't want to talk. This is who is

representing me or whatever and she made no indication
that she wanted to speak to an attorney and waive those
rights by signing and thén.giving a statement.

Q And I believe you indicated but not on the record
that there, there are several pages of handwritten notes
on line, paper. Those would be your notes,
contemporaneous investigation?

A ‘'That's correct. Those are ﬁy notes for the

investigation.
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Q And the June 10th, that interrogation started in the

jail in Captain Kitchens office in the detention center?

A That's correct.

Q And at what point did you decide to move it from the

jail to the sheriffs department?

A Whenever she said that she needed to talk to me about

the statement that she had gave, that some of the parts

~were not true.

Q So really prior to taking any substitutive statement
from her, at that point you just had her transported to
the sheriffs department?

A The sheriffs office, yes sir, at 520 Wilson Road.

Q- And likewise by then .she was still in the prison
garb, .chains?

A That's correct.

0 And actually been in the detention center for about
two weeks?

A That's correct.

Q What kind of mental state did or demeanor at least
did she have?

A For an individual being in the situation she was in
her demeanor, she was talkative, she was alert, as far as
where do we go fromAher type situation. Then I read her
rights again and then she ultimately gave a statement.

Q Did she cry, was she wéepy?
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A Shevcried both times, both on the 26th as weil as on
the 10th. |
Q Did she appear to be depressed®?
A Once again, I don't know if I am qualified to answer
to that, Mr. Verner.
0 And, of course, her educational level would not have

increased from June 26th through, I meén May 26th to June
10th?
A No, sir.
Q  Still eighth grade?
A Still-eighth grade education.
Q  Are you awaré of any other statements that law
enforcement has that are alleged. given by Mandy Smith in.
this case other than these two written confessions or
statements?
A . These are the only two that I am aware of.
Q Thank you.
MR. STUMBO: Nofhing further of Captain Dennis.
THE'COﬁRTi You may step down.
MR. STUMBO: Call Matt Bowers.

 MATT BOWERS, being

. first duly sworn, testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

By Mr. Stumbo:

Q Good afternoon, Mr. Bowers, how are you doing today?
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I am good.

Where are you currently employed?

South Carolina Electric and Gas.

What do you do there?

I am working security out at V.C. Summer Nuclear
Station.

Q And before going over to SCE&G where did YOu work?
Newberry‘County Sheriffs Office.

What did you do there at the sheriffs office?

b OB

The last six years I was there I was assigned to the
investigativé unit.

Did you work with Captain Dénnis who just testified?
Yes, he was my Lieutenant at the time.

He was your direct supervisor at that time?

Correct.

Lo I oI R ©

Did you have occasion to be involved with the
investigation involving the defendant, Mandy Smith?

A Yes, I did.

Q Were you present when Captain Dénnis interviewed Ms.
Smith on May 26th, 2011?

A Yes, I was,

Q I am going to show you the statement here in State's
19. Did you sign as a witness that statement, the
statement that Ms. Smith gave?

A I did.
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And during the time you were in the room when Ms.

Smith gave this statement did you intimidate her in any

way?
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q

read

A

Q

A

Q

No, -sir.

Did you make her any promises?

No, sir. |

Did she appear to be clearheaded and clairvoyant?
Yes, sir.

Did,she appear to understand<the rights as she was
tﬁem by Capﬁain Dennis?

Yes. '

And she appeared to give this written statement and
interview freely and voluntary?

Yes.

She asked for a lawyer?

No.

Was she in any way promised anything by you or

- Captain Dennis, anything to give this statement?

No, sir.

And in the midst of that statement did she admit to

killing Mr. Mayers?

A

Q

Yes.

Did she appear to be under the influence of any kind

of narcotics or alcochol?

A

No, she did not appear to be.
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Q And without hesitation signed the wavier of rights
form on the front of State's 19?

A I can't remember if I was present for the waiver of
rights. I know I was present during her interview and
statement. |

Q While she gave the statement?

A I went down to Major Gilliam's office because we knew
Major Gilliam would have to leave.

Q So you took Major Gilliam's place when he left the
room?

A He waé there part of the time I Qas there but we knew
he was going to have to leave before it was over. I don't
remember for sure if I was ﬁhere when the rights were read
but it was clear that she knew she was being interviewed
and freely given the statement.

Q And you stayed there after Major Gilliam left until
the interview was compléted?

A Yes.

Q No further question.

CROSS-EXAMINATION

By Mr. Verner:

Q Mr. Bowers, were you an active participant in the
interrogation or were you just kind of there as a witness
to observe? |

A As a witness to observe.
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Q In terms of speakihg‘to her back and forth it was
largely Captain Dennis who was conducting the
investigation?
A Correct.
Q . We are taking about Major Danny Gilliam?
A ‘Yes. |
Q Are you sure he was present in the room for the first
investigation?
A When I-firstAcame in there, yes, he was present. I

can't remember exactly how long he was present. The
reason I came down there was because he was going to have
to leave.

Q Is that policy for-the sheriffs department is to

typically have a second officer to witness an-

interrogation?
A Yes,'we prefer to.
Q Certainly in a bigger investigation?

A Absolutely.

Q  More important. But as far as actually participating
in the conversation you would not havelhad a role,;if,any,
at allz

A I don't recall asking any questions of Ms. Smith
other than, perhaps, how are you doing, 'small talk. I
didn't ask any interrogative questions about the case.

Q You didn't make any notes?
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A No} I did not.

Q It is possible you may have been there when the
Miranda form was completed but you don't recall whether
you were?

A I can't swear'to it because if I was there when they

were being read I would have more than likely signed the

-form.
Q You agree that you did not sign?
A I agree that I did not sign the rights form, I sighed

the witness form.

Q Had she already starting writing the form when you
came in?

A The statement?

Q Yes, sir.

A No, she had not started writing her statement.

Q So you were bresent_for the entirety'of her
statement?

A Of her written statement, yes sir.

Q. You were paying attention to the questions though?
A Yes.

Q Were portions of what Tim Wise had said told to Ms.
Smith? |

A I am sure some of what Tim Wise had said was

mentioned but I couldn't recall exactly what. I wasn't

personally aware of what Tim Wise had said. I wasn't
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familiar with his statement.
0 And this was about two years ago, give -or take?
A Yes, over two years.
Q- Did ydu visit the home of Tim Wise or Mandy Smith at
that time? |
A I knew I went to Mr. Wise's home at least on one

occasion but I don't recall even getting out of the

‘vehicle.

Q Do you remember if that was before they were taken
into custody or that was during the murder investigatién?
A I believe that was during the murder investigation.
Q Okay. So you would not have any contact with them
during the missing persons investigation that you recall?
A Not with Ms. Smith or. Mr. Wise, no.
Q Okay. Thank you.

THE COURT: Redirect?

MR. STUMBO: Nothing, Yéur Honor. We call Danny
Gilliam to the stand.

DANNY GILLIAM, being

first duly sworn, testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

By Mr. Stumbo:
0 Good afternoon, Major Gilliam.
A ~Good afternoon.

Q You are empldyed by Newberry County?
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A I am Major for Newberry County Sheriffé Office.

0 You work with this guy to my left; Captain Dennis?
A Yes, sir.

Q Did you have occasion to be involved with the
investigation of Mandy Smith, the defendant?

A Not the investigation part. I was involved in the,
when she was brbught to my office due to the office is
bigger and also has a bathroom in it, it is more
convenient.

Q Okay. Captain Dennis brings Mandy Smith, the

defendant, to your office at the Newberry County Sheriffs

Office?

A Yes, sir.

Q And is that where her interview was conducted?

A Yes, sir.

Q And were you present therein the office when Captain

Dennis read Mandy Smith her Miranda rights?
I am pretty sure I was.

You didn't sign the form, correct?

No sir, I did not.

But it was in your office at that time?

Yes, sir.

o B 0 ¥ O P

And you were in and around the office at the time she
was interviewed?

A Yes, sir.
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Q During the time that Mandy Smith was in your office
did you promise her anything in exchange for her
statement?
A No, sir.
Q Did you intimidate her in any way?
A No, sir.
Q Did you threaten her in any way to get'her to give
you her statement? |
A No, sir...
Q.  Did you observe Captain Dennis ever threaten her
whilé he read her her fights?
A No sir, I did not. .
Q ﬁid her statement'appear to be given freely and
voluntarily to y'all?
A Yes, sir. '
Q Did she appear to be under the influence of any drugé

or alcohol or any sort of thing?

A No, sir.

Q You didn't smell any alcohol on her?

A No, sir. .

Q She was in custody at that time of the sheriffs

department, correct?
A Yes, sir.
Q Was she given the opportunity, you said you had a

bathroom in your offiée, is that correct?
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A Yes, sir.
Q So if she,had.needed to- use the . restroom y'all had
one right there in the office?
A Yes, sir;
Q If she had requested any kind of refreshments or
something to drink would you have offered that to her?
A Yes, sir.
Q And you didn't promise any hopé or reward or any kind

of exchange for a plea offer or any kind of benefit for
giving y'all this stéteﬁent that day?

A No, sir. |

Q To your observation did Capﬁain Dennis act
professionally when he interviewed Ms. Smith?

Yes, sir.

Did he follow all the protocols?

Yes, sir.

And he read her her Miranda rights-?

Yes, sir. -

And at any time did Ms. Smith ask for a lawyer?

No, sir.

O R Sl oA T S

At any time did she ask to stop the questioning and
stop the statement?
A No, sir.'

Q Stop the interview, she never requested that?

A No, sir.
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Q No further questions.
CROSS-EXAMINATION
By Mr. Verner:
Q Major Gilliam, were you, prior to the interview with

Mandy Smith on May 26th in your office were you involved

in the missing persons investigation?

A No sir, I was not.

Q That érdinarily would not have been part of your
duties?

A No sir, it would not.

Q So this would be the first encounter you would have

had with Mandy Smith?

A Yes, :sir.

Q Were you there for the reading for the Miranda
rights?

A Yes sir, I was.

Q Were you an active participant in the question and
answering?

A I was just there observing.

Q So you wouldn't characterize yourself as being a

participant in there other than as a witness?

A 'No, sir.

Q May have exchanged some small talk?

A Yes, sir. |

0 About how long were you. there before you left?
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A Maybe about an hour or so.
Q Okay. Do yoﬁ recall anybody else being in the
investigation, in the interrogation?
A No sir, just Captain Dennis and Investigator Bowers.
-Q Were you offered, is there a reason you did not sign
the Miranda form?
A No sir, I just didn't sign it.
Q But you do remembér being there when it was
individually put to Mandy Smith?
A Yes, sir.
Q . Did she seem to be coherent or in a state of shock or
what was her demeanor to you?
A I think she ﬁnderstood what she was doing and where
she was at, yes sir.
0 Was she providing information or was she answering
questions?
A She was providing and answered questions.
Q Had yoﬁ been to the home, prior to the interrogation

you would not have been to Tim Wise's home?

A No, sir.

Q Had you been to that house subsequent to the
investigation?

A No, sir.

Q Is.it fair to say that you were not in the

investigations department of the sheriffs department?
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A I was not.
Q My understanding you primarily handled the
correcﬁions depaftment of the sheriffs office and
personnel?
A At that time, yes sir.
Q The reason-he was using your office was just merely,

it was a little bit nicer accommodating.
A It had a bathroom in it and we did have the,
refreshments that anybody would need.
Q - Do you redall if‘she was handcuffed during the
interrogation? |
A No sir, I don't think she was handcuffed.
Q Was she in leg irons?
A I don't remember that.
Q  She was in a prison Jjumpsuit?
A Yes, sir.
Q And you were not involved in any of the statements of
Tim Wise, any of the intérrogationS‘of Tim Wise?
A No, sir.
Q Not prior to the investigation. Did you have any
involvement in the forgery investigation?
A No, sir.
Q Thank you.
THE COURT: Redirect?

MR. STUMBO: Just briefly.
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REDIRECT EXAMINATION

By Mr. Stumbo:

Q Major Gilliam, Jjust to get our timeline right, just
to clarify this for me. You did go in the vehicle with
Captain Dennis and Tim Wise out to the National Forest and

found the body?

A Yes sir, I did.

Q And so you were part of that with Tim Wise?

A Yes, sir!

Q And that was the day before y'all interviewed Ms.
Smith? |

A Yes, sir.

Q Is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q So you were involved at that point, the day before

Ms. Smith was interviewed and you were in the vehicle

going-out there to.find the body in the National Forest?

A Yes sir, I was.

0Q Judy B. Road, is that correct?
A Yes, sir. |

Q That is all I have.

THE COURT: Recross?
MR. VERNER: No, sir.
THE COURT: You may call your next witness,

Solicitor.‘
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MR. STUMBO: That's all we have, Your Honor, for
Jackson v. Denno. )

THE COURT: Does the defense intend to present any
evidence and testimony, Mr. Verner?

MR. VERNER: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: We will take about a ten minute‘reéess.

(Whereupon, a.short break was taken.)

THE COURT: _All right, Mr. Verner.

MR. VERNER:‘ We call Weslgy Boland té the stand.

WESLEY BOLAND, . being

first duly sworn, testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

By Mr. Verner:

Q Tell me your name for the record.

A Major Wesley M. Boland, Newberry County Sheriffs
office. -
Q And how long have you been with the Newberry County

Sheriffs Department?

A Going on 21 Qéars.

What is your primary duty at the sheriffs department?
When they hired me or in 20117

Currently. today.

- o e

Currently I handle all the patrol functions and help
supervise investigations.

Q Is that different than was the case in May of 20117
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A At the time Major Gilliam was my supervisor and I was

Captain of what Robert Dennis is dding.

0 So you were primarily the investigator?
A I had road patrol and, yes.
Q In 2011 who were the other investigators at the

sheriffs department?

Robert Spring, Matt Bowers and Nick Bouknight.
At that time was Robert Dennis an investigator?
He was Lieutenant.

What does that mean?

He was the supervisor of that unit.

ORI N o 2 c

So he was an investigator and he was also supervising
members of the investigative team?

A Yes, sir.

Q Do you recall what your first involvement in the

case, were you involved in the missing persons case of

- John Mayers?

A Very much so.

Q In fact, it)appeérs you were probably the lead
investigator or person in that case dealing with Lexington
County‘in the very beginning of the case?

A Some of the citizens and family had notified me prior
to Lexington wanting me to help Lexington. And until they
notified me I gathered what information i could. But

until I got in touch who was doing everything in



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

23

24

25

73

Wesley Boland - Direct by Mr. Verner

106
Lexington. .
0 Are there family members from Newberry County, some
of Mr. Mayers family does live in Newberry County?
A Yes.
Q Okay. And so they_also had reported to you, my
brother or my family member is missing?
A Not at that point. John Henry's family had filed a
report with Lexington but they wanted us to help too.
Q Because he had been in Newberry'County frequently?
A Yes. |
Q At some point that you went to visit Tim Wise and
Mandy Smith at their home, at Tim Wise's home?
A On a couple of different fimes.
Q Okay. Do you recall the first time you went?
A Would have been May the 16th, right about then.
Q Did you meet Mandy Smith af that time?
A I did. |
Q And you met Tim Wise?
A I did.
Q And they didn't have anything, they were. not
identified as suspects at that time? |
A Lexingtoﬁ was trying to locate them, I was trying to

assist Lexington. At that time when I figured out where
they were and how to get in touch with them and did,

Lexington County ceuld not come that afternocon. So I went
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in and spoke to them briefly just trying to get any’
information about John Henry's. disappearance. ‘

Q Was it a possible murder case at that time or was it
strictly just a missing person?

A | A missing persons. I was assisting Lexington in
trying to locate a missing person at that time.

Q Did you see where Mandy Smith was living?

A She was the house when I went there. She was
actually in the house.

Q Had you called beforehand to say, I am coming up
there though?

A I did.

Q Did you go and iook to where she was living at that
time? |

A No, sir.

Q So May 16th yéu went and spoké briefly to Mr. Wise
and Mandy Smith at Tim Wige's house and then you left?

A Yes.

Q Did they give you any useful information at that time
that you acted on?

A Just information that she said that John Henry had

been with Elvis Hill, that was one of the names she spit
out. And she, you know, denied her being in any
involvement in it whatsoever. I didn't know any details

other than what Lexington had and he wasn't able to come.
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So I just kind of made contact with her, found out
anything she may have saw or heard or seen or anything
-that may assist us.
Q Did you speak to Elvis Hill afterwards or was that a
different--
a That was the next day.
Q- You did, you are the investigator that spoke to Elvis
Hill? |
A I was one of them, yes sir.
Q And he confirmed that he had been with John Henry?
A He denied it.
Q He denied that. he had even been. Okay. What was
your next contact with either Tim Wise or Mandy Smith?
A The 17th after we left the jail myself and Detective

Billy Derrenbacher with Lexington County went back and

that is when we spoke to Mandy again.

Q Tim Wise's house?

A Yes.

Q What was the point of the second visit?
A Information-that Billy had, Iﬁvestigator-

Derrenbacher, to let him talk directly to her because at
that time I had no information as to what he had from the
famiiy or anything else. So just trying to get a little

more detail on what She had seen or heard or anything

else.
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Q Who led the second interrogation, I call it
interrogation but I understand it is at her house, the
second contact?
A It was on the front porch of Timmy's house.
Q What encounter or what would you call the nature of
that type?
A - 8imply the same type of questions and that was myself
and Investigator Derrenbacher.
Q Were you, who was the lead investigator, the one
doing most of the talking?
A Investigator Derrenbacher on the 17th. Now, the
leth, I would have been there as well.
o] But the 17th was the first time that Lexington
County--
A Had made it up, yes sir.
Q Had made it up. Was there anything different
discussed on the 17th?
A Tried to get more detail. Investigator Derrenbacher
took what notes and information he had then.
0 Was Mandy Smith identified as a possible suspect in a
murder case after the meeting on May the 17th?
A No. We did not have a.body or anything at that time.

Q So it is still just a missing persons invéstigation?
A Up until right at that point, yes sir.
Q

And do you remember your next involvement in the case
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as far as Mandy Smith and Tim Wise?
A It was every day from then on.
Q Just contacting different people?‘
A Continuously.
Q Did you have more contact with Mandy Smith after the

17th up until the, the arrest warrant was issued May 20th?

A Yes.

Q And you are the affiant or the prosecuting officer?
A I am.

Q On what basis was that forgery warrant obtained? .

A Between the information gathered from the family, in

reférence to the car of John Henry's, in reference to
statements made by Timmy Wise and also'the handwriting, I
did not have a sample at the time but the family had, I
had let the family look at it‘and said, that was not John

Henry's writing on it.

.0 Your testimony is that the family of John Henry had

looked at the handwriting. sample and said we don't think
that is John Henry's?

A There was no qﬁestion.

Q And it doesn't appear in Timothy Wise's statement on
May 20th that you talked about forging a bill of sale,
cértainiy didn't use that term; Are you sure that he said
the car was illegally—-

A He said that him and Mandy had filled out the
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paperwork their self.

0 But he certainly doesn't say we were doing it as part
of a fdrged ring, does he?

A Forged ring. They would have had to have the
paperwork to sell it to a scrapyard. That is why they
wanted the paperwork.

Q So he admitted that he had helped her forge the

document?
A He helped fill out that document, yes sir.
0 But doesn't he say, I told her to go get John Henry

to sign it?

A Well, he said that then. But as we further got into
it there was no question that Mandy had signed it. He
denied being there when it was actually signed. But he
did say that she did it because she wanted to get rid of
the car and get some money that John Henry owed her.

Q Are you aware of‘whether John Henry himself had made

any complaints about the car being taken prior to this?

A There was not a complaint filed with the sheriffs
office.
Q And certainly would not have been, would this have

happened in Newberry County or Lexington County?
A The car was actually parked at her house in Newberry
Coﬁnty where she was renting at the time.

Q That is not Tim Wise's house, that is the Wheeland
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School?
A Wheeland School address.
Q Okay. Did you have any other information that you
based the forgery warrant on?
A As far as, I mean--
Q The family said that this signature does not appear

to be John Henry's?

A And then also the people at the yard itself, the
scrapyard, PMR, as well identified Mandy as the one
bringing it up there and Timmy.‘ |

Q And Tim Wise did not specifically say it, but you are
saying that he eluded to the fact that Mandy must have
signed?

A - He said that Mandy was the one wanting it done

because of money that supposedly that John Henry owed her.

Q Have you read the Lexington County statement for this
case?
A I have not.

Q Were you with Timothy Wise when he gave his May 20th
statement to Lexington County?

A I was in there with Billy Derrenbacher, yes sir.

Q Was Mandy Smith identified as a suspect, when Tim
gave his statement on May 20th, no charges aﬁd no suspects
had been identified in a murder case at that point, right?

A We did not have a body yet but according to financial
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records and talking to the family there was not a question
that John Hehry was probably deceased.somewhere;

Q Money was accruing in his checking account that he
would ordinarily have taken out?

A Would have been gone.

Q And y'all identified Mandy Smith as a possible
suspect by May 20th?

A Absoluteiy.

Q But just didn't have any hard evidence at that time
to make any charges against anybody?

A As far as"a homicide?

Q As far as the homicide investigation and Timothy
Wise, after his May 20th statement was he still considered
a possible suspect too in the disappearance or did y'all
believe his statement?

A He was absolutely a suspect as well.

Q So even fhough he didn't make any incriminating
statements as far as himself, he hadn't been ruled out
either. I guess my question is, ultimately, the forgery
charges are still pending, unresolved?

A Yes, sir.

Q Was obtaining the forgery charges against Mandy to
bring her into cusfody done in furtherance of the murder
investigation?

A Explain.
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Q By May 20th Mandy, there.is no evidence that I think
I can get a Magistrate to sign a murder warrant for her
arrest?

A I didn't have a body.

Q Right. But was the forgery charge made in an attempt

to get her into custody where we cou;d_interrogate,her?

A She was definitely a person of interest in the
missing of John Henry Mayers.

Q Was that a factor in taking out the forgery arrest
warrént on her, that she was a-suspéct in the murder case?
A Yes. ' ﬁot a murder but a missing person that we
didn't know where‘he was, a body.

Q And once she .was in‘custody thenxlaW‘enforcement
would have the access to interrogate her about the other
charges that sﬁe was suspected of?

A 'Absolutely.

o) Okay. Did you have any participation in any of the
interrogations of Mandy Smith once she was taken into
custody?

A - I did not.

Q You didn't interrogate her about the forgery charges?
A Nothing, ‘no. Actually very little on that. I mean I
had everything there as far as that. |
Q Were'you‘the arresting officer. of Mandy Smith?

A Actually she was arrested in Greenville County. I
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did go to Greenville County and meet with him. And
Greenville County took-her in custody in Greenville County

and I took her from there.

Q Were you at the arrest scene too?
A - I was.
Q But is Greenville County jurisdiction but you were an

assisting officer?

A It was our warrants ahd she was in NCIC and I went to
Greenville, met them and we. went and found her.

Q Had you had prior conversations with her about her
coming to Newberry to turn herself in? ”

A She ran from us, ain't no questions.

Q But you had been télking to her by telephone?

A I had.

Q About how many conversations by telephone prior to
arresting her in Gréenville?

A She took off that whole weekend prior to that so I
will have to look at the dates, I can'£ tell you exactly

but she had been running from me for days.

Q But she had been calling or maintaining phone
contact?
A Oh, no. Not after we tried to speak to her that last

Friday and she took off and we went all the way around the
State after that.

Q How was she located?
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A She was located at hgr mother's house in Greenville.
Q From information that you had or from information
that just Greenville found her on their own?
A That was the information that I had.
Q That shé might be at her mother's'houSe. But then

prior to that it had been a couple of days before she had
spoken to you by telephone?
A Yes, .sir.
Q Had she made any times that she was going to turn
herself in?
A She had claimed she was when she took off before. We
waited hours and she never showed.
0 And the mother is Vicki McCartha?
A I can't remember her name, I do remember her being
there that night..
Q Had she made any statements to you or the mother that
they were trying to hire(an attorney and they wanted to-
turn themselvesiin or make a statement where they had an
attorney.

THE COURT: That is the mother?

MR. VERNER: Well, either.

THE COURT:_AWhat was your question.

MR. VERNER: My question was,.had éither.

THE COURT: What was your initial question.

Q Had either Mandy Smith or her mother, Vicki McCartha
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made any statements to you that she wanted to turn herself
in after she hired an attorney?
A At the night up there she claimed that, yes.
THE COURT: Who is she?
A Vicki McCartha, her mother--
THE COURT:: Don't yell at me.
A I am sorry, Judge.
THE COURT: Who is she. 1Is it Ms. McCartha or is it
Ms. Smith? Who is the she you are referring to?
AA Her mother, Ms. McCartha would be the only person

that said anything.

Q And the mother was aware that y'all were looking for
Mandy?
A Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Thank you, Mr. Verner. Thank you, Major,
also.- |

MR. VERNER: I have nothing further.

THE COURT: Solicitor.

CROSS-EXAMINATION

By Mr. Stumbo: -

Q Just briefly. Major Boland, did you have paperwork
and other evidence to get this forgery warrant on Ms.
Smith?

A Yes, sir.

Q You had a bill of sale, is that correct?
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A Yes, sir.

0 And the bill of sale had the forged signature on it

of Ms. Smith?

A It had'the.forged signature of John Henry Mayers.

'Q Correct. But at that time you knew that that wasn't

John Henry's signature based on the paperwork or the
sample given to you by his family, correct?

A Yes, Sir.

Q ' So-at that point in your estimation did you have
probable cause to go to the Magistrate and get the
wérrant?

A Yes, sir. Also it was information from the hetal
recycle that John Henry was not there at all when the car
was ‘actually taken to the recycling.

Q - So you did taik to the metal scrap recycler who also
gave you paperwork'with‘Ms. Smifh's signature on it
scrapping the car,.rigﬁt?

A Picture of 1D, yés.

Q And when you went over, you indicated that it was on
Tim's front porch when you first spoke with both Mr. Wise

and Ms. Smith, correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q Was that Tim Wise's mother's house, is that correct?
A Yes, sir.’ |

Q So she actually owned the house, nof Tim Wise?
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Yes sir, Timmy.
Timmy lived there?

Yes, sir.

LOTIIH S OB

And at that point Mandy Smith was staying there some
too to your understanding?

A Thét was my understanding.

o] But she still had a residence down on Wheeland School
Road in Little Mountain?-

A They said they had moved out of there by then. Until
I found her shelwas totally moved out from Wheeland
School.

Q That was the point in which you did make that first

contact, correct?

A Yes.

Q After you made that first contact where did Ms. Smith
go? |

A After I madevthe first éontact; on the 16th because

on the 17th is when me and Investigator Derrenbacher came

. back to talk to her some more in detail.

Q And she fled the area at that pqint?

A No, sir. It was not until, I will have to look at
the dates, it was a couple of days after that.

Q You didn't see her again after that is what I am
getting at.

A No, sir.
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Q The next time you saw her was when Greenville County
picked her up on your forgery warrant?
A Yes, sir.
Q Did you interview her at that point?
A I brought her back to Newberry and put her in jail.
Q Okay. So in that you did not interview her, you had
no need to go through the Miranda rights process?
A No, sir. ”I was not questioning her in any way. I

made it clear that I didn't want to talk to her about
anything. ,
Q And at that point Captain Dennis took 6ver that part
of it and ended up talking to her sometime later?
A Yes, sir.
Q Now, during that trip back from Greenville did you
threaten Ms. Smith at all?
A None whatsoever.
Q Did you promise her anything to talk to anybody about
the forgery case or the missing persons case?
A No.
Q No further questions.

THE- COURT: Redirect?

MR; VERNER: No redirect, Your Honor. I will call
Mandy Smith. ‘

. MANDY SMITH, being

first duly sworn, testified as follows:
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DIRECT EXAMINATION

By Mr. Verner:

How old are you, Mandy?

36.

Where are you from, where you were bofn?

In Walhalla, South Carolina.

o o O P O

And you are currently incarcerated in the Newberry
County Detention Center?

A Yes; sir.

Q Do you remember when you first got arrested?

A . May the 24th of 2011. |

Q And that was by the Greenville County City Police
Department? l

A Wésley Boland.

Q There were other officers also at the arrest scene or
was he by himself?

A ° Him, a big tall bald guy and they were the ones that
came to the door because I answered the door and it was a
bunch of Greenville police officers behind them.

What time of'day was that?

Like at 12:00 o'clock at night.

At your mother's house in Greenville?

Yes, sir. ‘

Were you aware that they were coming?

- I SR © I N o

No, sir.
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Q What happened as far as you being taken into custody.
bid théy just tell yoq‘to turn around or what were the
facts of them actually taking control of YOu?
A I told them to come on in and they put me in
handcuffs.
And then immediateiy turned over to Major Boland?
The Major Boland is the one that put me in handcuffs.

Q
A
Q Did they tell you why they were there?
A I really don't.remember.

Q

Did they serve you with an arrest warrant or any kind

of--
A No, no sir.
Q Did you have any conversations with any of the

officers while you were in the home of your mother in

Greenville?
A No sir, I sure didn't.
Q So it was pretty much limited to being taken into

custody and pretty much Major Boland was acting as the

lead arresting officer?

A Yes, sir.

o) He handcuffed yoﬁ?

A Yes, sir.

0 And then how long before he put you in his vehicle?
A Not long, maybe fiftéen minutes, he let me use the
bathroom.
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Q ~ What were you wearing at that time?
A Shorts and a tshirt, a pair of sandals.
Q Were those sleep clothes or were those just regular
outdoor?
A Just regular outdoor clothes.
Q - Were you awake when they knocked on the door?
A Yes sir, me and my mom were sitting at the kitchen
table.
Q Had you had conversations, .you were aware weren't you
that Major Boland.was 1ooking for you?
A Yes. I had called Major Boland earlier that night
whenever my mom had picked me up. And I told him--
Q Are we taiking about the same night that you were
. arrested or earlier?
A Yes, sir. I had talked to him a couple of different

times but that night that I got arrested I talked to him
earlier that day whenever my mom had picked me up. And I
told him that me and my mom were trying to get a lawyer
and that we would be there in the morning to see him.

Q And you were aware he was looking for you for the
forgery case or for the missing--

A My mom told me he was looking for me for, he needed
to talk to me.

Q Did you know what hé was going to talk to you about?

A John.
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Q That John was missing or that, didn't he tell you he
wanted to talk to you about a forgery case?
A No, I had no idea about thé forgery case.
Q . Did he have a SUV or a squad type vehicle he put you
in?
A A big white truck with a couple of silver tool boxes
in the back.
Q A pickﬁp, law enforcement pickup vehicle?
A Yes, sir.
Q Were there any other officers with you for the ride

back to Newberry?
Captain Boland and a réélly tall big bald guy.
From Newberry County? |
Yes, sir.
. Do you know if his last name was Spring?
I have no clue.

Did they talk to you at all?

-2 OB D R O R

' Captain Boland made a couple of comments on the way
back about, that I just need to come clean, a couple of
different comments but that is it.

Q You said you were in the house for about fifteen
minutes before you were put -into the law enforcement
vehicle?

A If that. They weren't in thefe long, long enough for

me to use the bathroom and they put me in handcuffs and my
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mom gave me a hug and we left..
Q Had any of the officers to your recollection read you

your Miranda rights?

A Yes, Captain Boland did before he put me in his
truck.

Q Did he just read them from a card?

A Yes, sir.

Q You recall him getting you to sign anything?

A No, sir.

Q But basicallyvhe read the rights from the card, did

he recite them from memory or do you even recall?

A He pulled out a  little.card.

0 And just basicaliy read you your rights?

A Yes, sir. ‘

0 To be clear, prior to that time'you had told him that
you were going to turn yourself in, not your mother, but
you are saying you are the one--—

A I talked to him.

o] That you were trying to hire an attorney to turn
yourself in and talk to him?

A Yes, sir.

Q I understand you just said that Major Boland said you
need to come clean during the trip home?

A Yes, sir.

Q Were there any other statements?
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A He made a couple of more but . I really don't remember
them.
Q About the specific John Henry Mayers case or just
about just general stuff?
A I really doﬂ’t remember what all he said.
Q The only specific thing you remember is just that you

need to come clean?

A Yes, sir.

Q . About whether he offered to help you out or anything

like that, you can't recall? '

A No, sif.

Q Where did ydu,»I would assume it would take you about
two hours or so to come back from Greenville to Newberry?

A - - It didn't take very long, he did like 110 all the way

back.

Q I assume the lights were on?

A No, sir.

Q Were you in the front of the truck or the back?
A The back.

Q

At some high speed y'all came back home, y'all got

home quicker than the average commute?

A Yes,_sir.

Q Where did you go after you came back to Newberry?
A He took me into the jail.

0 Did he participate in booking you in?
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No, sir. They just put me in a uniform and stuck me.
Did anybody interrogate you that night?

No, sir.

What was your state of mind that night?

Not very good. -

Ha&e you had a history of mental illness?

Yes.

What did you have to diagnose for or suffer from?

I am not quite sure, I really don't remember.

ONE A o N T C I o & B

Have you been in-patient treated before mental
health?

Yes, sir.

For what, do you recall what--

No sir, I don't. I don't remember being there.
Have you had depression over the years?

Yes, sir.

O N o 2 el

Have you ever been locked up before, my understanding
is that you have been arrested in the State of Michigan in
the year of 2000, is that correct?

Yes sir, for marijuana.

Simple possession of marijuana?

Yes, sir.

How long were you in jail for that charge?

Thirteen days.

ORI ol 2

But that was, you had plead pretty quickly and that
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"was the sentence you had to do?

A Yes, sir. And I had to have probation for right at
eight months. As soon as I paid my probation off I was
done.

And in the year, you were born in 19772

Yes, sir.

Q
A
Q So you were probably 23 at that time?
A Yes, sir.

Q

Since then had you ever been arrested or put in jail

before?
A No, sir.
Q Have you ever been interrogated or investigated as a

suspect in a crime?

A No, sir.

Q Thié was all new to you as far as being taken into
detention? |

A Yes sir, very much so.-

Q Who was the next officer who came and spoke to you?2
A Robert Dennis.

Q About the facts of the case, not just géneral stuff

but just about the actual facts of4YOur case?
A Robert Dennis. |

Q And you remember Robert Dennis at the table?
A Yeé.
Q

How was that contact initiated?
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A I had been transported to the sheriffs office.
Q How long had you been in jail before you were taken
to the--
A I really wasn't quite sure because they had me in a

little room with no phone calls or nothing.
Q Did Robert Dennis come and pick you up from the

detention center or did one of the CO's carry you over

there?

A To be honest with you I really don't remember how I
got over there.

Q Had you sent word ﬁhat you wanted to speak to law
enforcement about this case?

A I wrote him a letter.

Q No, the first day you got arrested?

A No, sir.

Q So thét was initiated by law enforcement, the first
intérview?

A Yes,‘sir.

Q And you were taken to the sheriffs department, do you

remember being taken to the sheriffs department?

A Yes, sir.

Q Were you in a prison issued jumpsuit?
A Yes, sir.

0 Were you in chains?

A Yes, sir.
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questions.

Mandy Smith - Direct by Mr.

they over your feet?

sir.

they over your hands?

sir.

Robert Dennis.

Was he pleasant when you met him?

sir.

Verner

Where did you go at the sheriffs department?

He ‘took me into an office and started asking me

Q Do you. recall whose office that was?

A No, sir.

97

130 -

Who took control of you at the sheriffs department?

Q You heard and you saw Major Gilliam testify Jjust a

Yes,

Do you recall seeing Major Gilliam that night?

‘minute ago that it was his office?

sir.

No sir, I sure don't.

Yes sir, at the second interview.

A
Q
A
Q Had you seen him prior to today though?
A
Q

But you do not recall him, are you sure he was not

there or just you do not recall seeing him?

A I do

not recall seeing him.

Q Was Robert Dennis by himself or were there any other

‘officers in there with him?
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A I thought Robert Dennis was by himself for a good
portion of the time and then a dark headed officer came in
and sat with us,

Q Did that look like Matt Bowers who téstified a little
bit earlier?

A I thought he was younger but yes.

Q A younger officer than Mr. Dennis came in and sat

through it?

A Yes.
Q And those were the only two that you spoke to?
A Yes, sir.
‘»Q Did’they tell you, how was the interviews conducted.

Was it question and answer or did they just say, tell us?

A  They told me a lot of information about what Tim had
told them.

Q -What did they tell you, as best specifically that you
can recall, what did they teil you fhat they already knew?
A They told me about the shell casing being lodged in

the gun. And then, they told me something about a hole

being dug.

Q Did they tell you Tim had implicated you?

A Yes.

Q Did they tell you that Tim Wise was in custody?

A No, sir.

0 What was your belief -as to whether Tim was arrested
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or not?

A
Q
A
Q
A
Q

I thought he was out, ‘he was free.

" Was that a concern of yours?

Yes, very much so.
Why was that?
Because he--

By he, tell me who you are talking about

specificélly.

A

Because Tim Wise had threatened my family and my dogs

and he had, he was able to contact all of those people.

Q " Do you know whether he had been contacting them?
A I don't really know.
Q He knew who they were?
A' Yes, he knows where all of my family lives.
Q Had he made specific threats to you?
A Yes, sir.
Q That he would kill your dogs and kill your family?
A Yes, sir. |
Q Did he tell you specifically who his family, who your
family--
A My mom and Don Buford, my dogs.
0 What did he threaten to do to Don Buford?
A To kiii them if I told anybody what happeﬂed.
lWas it important to you that he had threatened your

dogs?
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Very much so. My dogs are my life.

Explain that a little bit more to me.
I spend a good part of my, because I can't have kids,'

spend a good part of my life rescuing and training

and re-homing dogs and I really zeroed in on deaf dogs, I

love

what

L OIS I o B T S N ©

deaf dogs. And so I spend a lot of time and that is
I dedicated my life to.

How many dogs did you have?

I had ten at that time.

Where were they at the time you got. arrested?

In a shed behind Tim's house where we were living at.
Who was 1living in that shed?

My dogs, me, my guinea pigs.

What are we talking about, how big of a shed are we

talking about?

ry oo P 0o »

some

Q

Ten by twelve.

Ten by twelve?

Yes.

And that was for you and ten dogs‘to live in?

And a snake, a four foot Iguana, two guinea pigs and
rats.

Probably more than the average person, you had a

personal attachment to the animals?

A

Q

They were all very well taken care of.

Did Tim know that?
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A Yes. Four of them were deaf dogs:
0 '"How long had you had the dogs, five or take?
A One of them I had had since he was seven days old.

And the other one, I had her since she was four months
old.

Q I don't care how old the dogs were when you got them,
how long had you had the dogs?

Siqce I have been back from Germany.

How long is that? |

About ten years.

Okay. Had Tim Wise killed some of the dogs before?
Yes, sir.

How many had he killed?

Four.

Four of them?

Yes.

When was that?

L= T - o B I O N T S B © B

A couple of months before this happened. Two of them
got to fiéhting because he had left one of their cages
unlocked and he had gotten out which I think he did it on
purpose.-‘So they fought really bad. And he told me the
best thing to do was to kill them. So he killed theﬁ.

o) Did Tim have firearms at his home?

A Yes.

Q Do you know how many?
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A- At least four or five. He has a whole room
designated for guns and making his own bullets and
everything.
Q Do you know if he has a concealed weapons‘permit?
A Yes, sir.
Q The gun that was used to kill John Henry, do you know
whose gun that was?
A Tim's.
0 I think you said he killed two pit bulls after they

took after each other?

A Yes.

Q And you say he killed two other animals?

A Yes.

Q Was that about the éame point and time?

A The first happened, she was a little more aggressive

and she 