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McLaughlin and Aubrey Pounds,

Defendants.
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This matter is before the Court upon the motion of Defendants for an Order dismissing
this action in its entirety. Among other grounds, Defendants sought an Order dismissing this
action as time-barred by the applicable statute of limitations. A hearing was held in this matter
before the undersigned on November 5, 2015. Present at the time and offering arguments were
Plaintiff, who appeared pro se, and Steve Spreeuwers, counsel for Defendants. After carefully
considering the arguments made and the matters on file in this case, the Court finds that this
matter should be dismissed with prejudice.

Because the Defendants are all governmental entities, or employees of governmental
entities affirmatively alleged to have been acting within the scope of their official duties, this
matter is controlled by the provisions of the South Carolina Tort Claims Act (TCA). The TCA is
the exclusive remedy for any tort committed by an employee of a governmental entity. S.C. Code
Ann. § 15-78-70(a). The TCA has a two-year statute of limitations, found in S.C. Code Ann. §

15-78-110. That section prdvides that “any action brought pursuant to this chapter is forever
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barred unless an action is commenced within two years after the date the loss was or should have
been discovered . . . .” S.C. Code Ann. § 15-78-110.
" This matter arises out of Plaintiff’s frip and fall at Kirkland Correctional Institution while
he was an inmate there. According to the Complaint, this trip and fall occurred on March 4,
2013. However, based on the Clerk’s stamp on the face of the Complaint, the Complaint was not
filed until June 8, 2015. Because this matter is controlled by the specific statute of limitations
found in the TCA, the Court finds that this matter is time-barred since more than two years

éla};sgd betwe‘egl_iile;i\rﬁmd the filing of the Complaint.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that the claims asserted by Plaintiff against
Defendants be dismissed with prejudice.

AND IT IS SO ORDERED.
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