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State of South Carolina

County of Williamsburg

The State of South Carolina, Transcript of Record
Plaintiffs 2011Gs4500016
vs.
Lagquincy Williams & September 9th-13th 2013
Toshonda Mickens, Kingstree, S.C.
Defendants
VOLUME I

Before the Honorable W. Jeffrey Young, Judge.

APPEARANCE S:

Ms. Kimberly Barr,
Assistant Solicitor for the State

Mr. Tyler Brown,
Assistant Solicitor for the State

Mr. Cesar McKnight,
Attorney for Defendant Williams

Mr. Timothy Griffith,
Attorney for Defendant Mickens

Margaret T. Sullivan,
Court Reporter
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Witnesses

Qualified
Motions

Direct

A

Cross

Redirect

Recross

3

by Mr. McKnight 24, 40
Jury is Sworn 50
Preliminary Remarks 5
Opening Statements

by Ms.

Barr 61,

0

104

by Mr. Griffith 67

by Mr.

McKnight

Juandalyn Miller

by Ms.
by Mr.
by Mr.

Barr 78
McKnight
Griffith

Joshua Miller

by Ms,
by Mr.

Barr 155
Griffith

Lt. Lee Davis

by Ms.
by Mr.
by Mr.

Barr 165
McKnight
Griffith

Michael C. Brandt

by Ms.
by Mr.
by Mr.

Barr 203
McKnight
Griffith

Angela Becker

by Ms.

Barr 246

Dr. Bradley Marcus

by Ms.
by Mr.

Barr 270
McKnight

Mr. Griffith
Delores Brown

by Ms.
by Mr.
by Mr.

Rarr 339
McKenzie
Griffith

12

Investigator Pamela Wrenn

by Ms.
by Mr.

Barr 353
McKnight

Jeffrey Scott

by Ms.
by Mr.
by Mr.
Dr. Mathew
by Ms.
by Mr.
by Mr.

Barr 375,
McKnight
Griffith
Fitts

Barr 392
McKnight
Griffith

383

124
137

164

196
200

230

240

267, 311

332

348
349

367

413
390

413
417

142

418

148

243

245

335
333

423
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WITNESSES

Agent Verona Gibson
by Ms. Barr 424
by Mr. McKnight

Jennifer Clayton
by Ms. Barr 440
by Mr. McKnight
by Ms. Griffith

Suzann Cromer
by Mr. Brown 454
by Mr. McKnight
by Mr. Griffith
Ila Simmons
by Ms. Barr 470,
by Mr. McKnight
by Mr. Griffith
Jeffrey Scott
by Ms. Barr <486
by Mr. McKnight
by Mr. Griffith

DIRECT CROSS  REDIRECT RECROSS
437
442 452
453
458, 468
457, 464
467
474
473, 482
484
529 555
552 555

32
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Exhibits
No. Description Id.
3-1-456 Photographs 40
S5-1-49 Photographs 154
5-3,4 Photographs
S-34-46 Photographs
S-1-12 Photographs
S13-33 Photographs
S-109-119 Photographs
S-120 Photo
S-48 Log sheet Florence P.D.
S-49 Log sheet Florence P.D.
S5-121-142 Photographs
S5-144 Diagram
S-143 Audio tape
S-145 DNA swabs
S-146 Jacket (5 items,belt, socks, jeans
S5-147 GSR James Henry
S5-148 Projectiles ,
S-149 ( Swabs
S5~-150 Blood standard J.McNeal
S-151 DNA CUTTINGS/pants James Henry
S-152 Projectiles J.McNeal 382,
S-159 Photo 469
S-47-72 Photo-log sheets
S-73-108 Photographs
D-1 Plea Agreement Williams 40

Ev.

117
174
183
188
206
213
223
225
271
305
343
389
389
389
389
389
389
389
384

488
508
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MS. BARR: Your Honor, the first matter for
trial this week is the State versus Laquincy Manuel
Williams and Toshonda Monique Mickens. Judge, this is
an indictment for criminal conspiracy, burglary in the
first degree, armed robbery, murder and possession of a
weapon during the commission of a violent crime.

<

Mr. Williams is represented by attorney
Cesar McKnight. Ms. Mickens is represented by
attorney Timothy Griffith. The state is ready for
trial. |

THE COURT: Please pass up the indictment.
Ladies and gentlemen, as the solicitor stated,
this is the trial of the State versus Laquincy
Manuel Williams and Toshonda Monique Mickens.
lLadies and Gentlemen, I am going to read the
charges in the indictment at this time. This is
under Indictment 2011-GS-45-16. Count 1, and you
are proceeding on all counts; is that correct?

MS. BARR: That's correct, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Count 1, criminal conspiracy
states that defendants Laquincy Manuel Williams
and Toshonda Monique Mickens did in Williamsburg
County, South Carolina, on or about November 2nd

2007, commit the offense of criminal conspiracy;

in that, they did unlawfully and willfully unite,
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combine, conspire, and agree with each other and
or others to commit the criminal offense of
burglary and or robbery of the victim James Allen
McNeal in violation of Section 16-17-410 of the
South Carolina Code of Laws.

Count 2, burglary in the first degree.
The defendants Laquincy Manuel Williams and
Toshonda Monique Mickens did in Williamsburg
County, South Carolina on or about November 2nd
2007, commit the offense of burglary; in that,
they did unlawfully eﬁtered the dwelling of the
victim James Allen McNeal without consent during
the nighttime. And with the intent to commit a
crime therein and when in effecting entry or while
in the dwelling or in the immediate flight, one or
more of the defendants was armed with a firearm or
other deadly weapon. And further, that one or
more of the defendants caused physical injury to
the victim who was not a participant in the crime,
in violation of Section 16—11—3{} of the South
Carolina Code of Laws.

Count 3, armed robbery; that the
defendants Laquincy Manuel Williams and Toshonda
Monique Mickens did in Williamsburg County, South

Carolina on about November 2nd 2007, commit the
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offense of armed robbery; in that, they did while
armed with a firearm or other deadly weapon take
possession of and carry away money, or other items
of personal property belonging to the victim,
James Allen McNeal, in violation of 16-11-330 (a)
of the South Carolina Code of Laws.

Count 4, murder. That the defendants,
Laquincy Manuel Williams and Toshonda Monique
Mickens, did in Williamsburg County, South
Carolina on or about November 2nd 2007, commit the
offense of murder; in that, they did willfully
feloniously and intentionally kill the victim,
James Allen McNeal, with malice aforethought by
shooting him with a firearm. And that the said
victim did die ié a approximate result thereof of
in violation of Section 16-3-10 of South Carolina
Code of Laws. _

Count 5, possession of a firearm during
the commission of a violent crime; that the
defendants Laquincy Manuel Williams did in
Williamsburg County, South Carolina on or about
November 2nd 2007, commit the offense of
possession of a firearm during the commission of a

violent crime; in that, he did willfully and

unlawfully possess or visibly display a firearm
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during the commission of a violent crime of
burglary, armed robbery, and or murder in
violation of Section 16-23-490 of the South
Carolina code.

Now, ladies and gentlemen, let me remind
you the fact that the defendants were arrested or
charged, arrested and indicted in no way is
indicative that they are guilty of the charges
contained in the indictment. Ladies and
gentlemen, the defendants have pled not guilty and
therefore the state has the burden of proving of
each and every allocation of the each count beyond
a reasonable doubt.

The indictmgnt is like I said, is no way
indicative that they committed the crime. And it
cannot be used as evidence. And it is only the
paper that brings this case in to court. So as I
said, fhe defendants are presumed innocent of the
crimes that they have been accused of.

’ Now, Ladies and gentlemen, before we
selected the jury there are several questions that
I need to ask you. And I need to remind you that
you are still under ocath from just a little while
ago. Now, ladies and gentlemen, the reason that

I'm asking you these questions under oath, is
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because this is such a crucial stage of the trial.
You know, your just like a building must have a
firm foundation to be protective of those who live
in it, so must a jury be strong and a basis for a
fair and impartial trial for those who
participate; the solicitor for the state and the
defendants who are on trial. And your answers to
these questions are the foundations by which these
attorneys will build a jury. And they're relying
on your truthful answers to help them strike an
unbiased jury who will diligently listen to the
facts and deliver a just and fair verdict.

Now, Ladies and gentlemen, thank you again
for your truthfulness. The question, the first
question is, has any member of the jury panel ever
been related by blood or marriage or had a close,
personal relationship with the defendants,
Laquincy Williams and Toshonda Monique Mickens,
who are standing at the defense table? Or have
any member of the jury panel been related by blocod
or marriage or had a close personal relationship
to the alleged victim, Mr. James Allen McNeal? If
so, please stand.

(Whereupon, no response.)

THE COURT: Now, Ladies and gentlemen, I
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am getting ready to read you a long list of
witnesses. And now I am going to ask you if you
might know these witnesses. And I am going to go
through the whole list before I ask the questions.
If one of them pops in your head, I'll allow you
to just give me the detail on it.

Investigator Pamela Wren of the
Williamsburg County Sheriff's Office. Lieutenant
Deborah Collins of the Williamsburg County
Sheriff's Office. Lieutenant Sharon Timmons of
the Williamsburg County Sheriff's Office.
Investigator Willie Brown of the Williamsburg
County Sheriff's Office. Deputy James Page of the
Williamsburg County Sheriff's Office. Agent
Vincent Flamini of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation. Agent Suzanne F. Cromer of the
State Law Enforcement Division, firearm's
department. Agent David W. Black of the State Law
Enforcement, firearm's department.

.Agent Jennifer L. Clayton of the State Law
Enforcement Division, DNA Analysis Department.
Agent Verona T. Gibson of the State Law
Enforcement Division, Evidence Processing
Department. Agent Katie Urka formerly with Sled

Forensic Services. Agent Mathew G. Fitts, Ph.D.
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of the State Law Enforcement Division, DNA
Analysis Department. Agent Illa Simmons of the
State Law Enforcement Division Trace Evidence
Department. Agent Glenn McClellan, State Law
Enforcement Division, investigation.

Delores Brown of the Williamsburg County
911 dispatch. Deputy Jody Lynch of the Florence
County Sheriff's Office. Dr. Bradley T. Marcus,
Medical University of South Carolina. Lieutenant
Michael C. Brandt of the Florence Police )
Department. Angela Becker formerly of the
Florence Police Department. Officer Joshua James
of the Florence Police Department. Lieutenant Lee
Davis of the Florence Department or the City ofk
Florence Poliée Department. Jeffrey S. Scott,
formerly with the Williamsburg County Sheriff's
Office. Alex Yarborough, McLeod Regional Medical
Center. James Gquan Henry, Juandalyn Kenyetta
Miller. Latasha Ann Williams. Latisha Bell,
Phillip James, P.J. Williams, Roy White, Patrick
Devon Blankeney, James Gaymon, Antonio Devon
Williamson, Victor Bernard Johnson, Jr., Ashley
Nicole Polous and Michelle Manley.

In addition, Harrison McKnight, the

coroner. Vernell Fulton, deputy coroner.

11
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Jermaine Green, Adrian Green, Deputy Brenda

Lambert, Deputy James Page, Latesha Bell, Frank

McGowan, Phillip James Williams.

may be redundant,

James McNeal,

Investigator Pamela Wrenn, Agent Vincent Flamini

duplicated.

Some of these

Shermaine Wright,

Investigator Pamela Lee,

of the FBI, Toshonda Mickens, Juandalyn Miller,

James Ggquan

Lieutenant Jeffrey Scott,

Williams.

Henry,

Bradley J. Marcus, MD,

April Williams, Latesha

Is any member of the jury panel related

by blood or marriage or have a close personal

relationship with any of the potential witnesses

in this case?

Come down please.

THE

THE

name?

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

CLERK:

COURT:

JUROR:

COURT:

JURCR:

COURT:

JUROR:

If so, please stand. Yes, ma'am.

Juror 17.
Yes, ma'am. What is your
Coitlett Brown.

What is your number?

17.

Who is it that know?

A witness Toshonda is my first

cousin and a girlfriend of Latisha Bell.

THE

COURT:

That witness is your first

10
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cousin?

THE

THE

fair.

THE

THE

excused for

MR.

THE

13

11

JUROR: Yes.

COURT: So you don't think you can be

JUROR: I don't want to do it.
COURT: Any objection to her being
cause?

MCKNIGHT: None from us.

COURT: You will be excused for cause.

Just on this case. You are not out for the week.

Just on this case.

THE

THE

BAILIFF: Juror 52.

JUROR: I know Jeffrey Scott. He is

/. .
my first cousin.

THE

THE

THE

THE

cousin.

THE

cousin make

unbiased—---

THE

THE

THE

COURT: Okay, what's your name?
JUROR: William Dorrell. No. 52.
COURT: Mr. Scott.

JUROR: Jeffrey Scott is my first

COURT: Would the fact that he's your

it so that you can't be fair and

JUROR: No, sir.
COURT: ---during his testimony?

JUROR: No, sir.
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THE COURT: Thank you, sir. He can be
fair.

THE BAILIFF: Juror 76.

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

THE JUROR: I know Latisha Bell.

THE COURT: Would the fact that you know
Latisha Bell make it so that you can't be fair and
impartial of any testimony that she gives?

THE JUROR: No.

THE COURT: You can't. You don't think
you can.

THE JUROR: I don't think I could.

THE COURT: How well do you know her?

THE JUROR: We grew up together.

THE COURT: So you would be biased during
her testimony. If you will have a seat back out
there. You will not be selected for this trial,
but you are still on the jury panel for this week.

Ladies and gentlemen, the attorneys in
this case are Ms. Kimberly Barr for the
Solicitor's office. Ms. Barr, would you introduce
yourself and your office, please.

MS. BARR: Thank Your Honor. Please the
Court, good\afternoon, Ladies and gentlemen. My

name is Kimberly Barr. And I'm assistant

12
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13

solicitor hére in Williamsburg County. In
addition, I'm in private practice. I work .for the
law office of Ronnie Sabb. Seated to my right is
Linda Woods. She works in our office. Of course,
Investigator Wrenn and Solicitor Finney have
introduced themselves to yoﬁ.

THE COURT: Mr. McKnight, would you like
to yourself and your law firm.

MR. MCKNIGHT: Thank you, Your Honor.

May it Please the Court. Good afternoon, Ladies
and gentlemen. My name is Cesar McKnight. I have
a small practice in Lake City called the law
officeé of Cesar E. McKnight. And I have the
pleasure of representing Mr. Laquincy Williams in
this matter. Good afternoon.

THE COURT: Mr. Griffith.

MR. GRIFFITH: I'm attorney Timothy
Griffith from Sumter of the law firm of
Timothy L. Griffith. And I represent Ms. Mickens,
and I'll be representing her in the trial.

THE COURT: Thank you. Ladies and
gentlemen, has any member of the jury panel ever
been represented by either attorneys or any of the
attorneys who are involved in this case, or

related by blood or marriage to any of the
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14

attorneys who are involved in this case? If so,
please stand. Yes, ma'am. . State your name and
juror number?

THE JUROR: My name is Eleanor Grant, and
I was represented by Mr. Barr's office.

THE COURT: Okay. And the fact and how
long ago was that?

THE JUROR: About a year or two years ago.

THE COURT: .Okay. Would the fact that you
were represented by Mr. Barr's office, make it so
that you can't fair and impartial to the state and
the defendant in this case?

THE JUROR: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: You can be fair and impartial?

THE JUROR: Yes.

THE COURT: Thank you, ma'am. Yes, sir.
State your name and juror number.

THE JUROR: My Juror No. is 75. 75, and I
was---

THE COURT: And what is your name again,
I'm sorry.

THE JUROR: John Glover.

THE COURT: Yes, Mr. Glover.

THE JUROR: And I was represented by Ms.

Barr in my divorce handling.
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THE COURT: And the fact that you were
represented by Ms. Barr in your divorce case, how
long ago was that?

THE JUROR: It's been almost a year.

THE COURT: Okay. Would the fact that you
were represented by Ms. Barr, make it so that you
can't be fair and impartial to both the state and
the defense in this case? |

THE JUROR: No, sir, I can be fair.

THE COURT: Thank you, sir. Has any
member of the jury panel formed or expressed or
know anything about the alleged incident that this
case is going to focus on? If so, please stand.

(Whereupon, No Response.)

THE COURT: Thank you. No one is
standing. Are any members of the Jjury panel
related by blood or marriage to any member of law
enforcement? If so, please stand.

THE JUROR: Any law enforcement?

THE COURT: Well, yes, ma'am. What's your
name and juror number, please?

THE JUROR: Juror No. 72. Nicole Gardner.

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am.

THE JUROR: My husband.

THE COURT: Your husband is in law
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enforcement?

THE JUROR: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And the fact that your husband
is involved, and who does he work for
specifically?

THE JUROR: South Carolina Highway Patrol.

THE COURT: The fact that he works for the
highway patrol would that make it so that you
can't fair and impartial to the state or the
defense in this case?

THE JUROR: I can be fair.

THE COURT: Thank you, ma'am. Are there
any members of the jury panel members of the
Williamsburg County volunteer fire department or
rescue squad? If so, please stand.

(Whereupon, no response.) -

THE COURT: Thank you. No one is
standing. Are there any members of the jury panel
who are related by blood or marriage to any
members of the Williamsburg County fire department
or rescue squad? If so, please stand. Yes,
ma'am, please stand. What is your name aﬁa
number?

THE JUROR: No. 12. Janice Bellflowers.

My husband is with the Muddy Creek Fire

16
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Department.

THE COURT: Thank you, ma'am. You may be
seateé. Do any of the members of the jury panel
attend church, synagogue or mosque with any of the
potential witnesses in this case or employees of
the Third Judicial Circuit's office? If so please
stand.

(Whereupon, no response.)

THE COURT: Thank you. No one is
standing.

THE COURT: Are there any members of the

jury panel who are a frequent viewers of CSI and

or Law and Order television programs? If so,
please stand. Yes, sir, what is your name and
juror number.

THE JUROR: Clayton Redding. Juror 144.

THE COURT: Thank you, sir. Have any of
the members of the jury panel been victims of a
violent crime or related to persons who have been
victims of a viclent crime or been accused of
committing a violent crime? If, so, please stand.

(Whereupon, no response.)

THE COURT: Thank you. No one is
standing. Have any members of the jury panel

worked with law enforcement in any capacity? If

“
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so, please stand.

(Whereupon,

THE

COURT:

no response.)

Thank you, no one is standing.

MR. MCKNIGHT: Your Honor, you have a

juror standing up.

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

enforcement

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

COURT:

JUROR:

COURT:

JUROR:

COURT:

JUROR:

COURT:

JUROR:

Yes, sir.

I work with---

You are, Mr. Glover, right?
Yes.

And you are Juror No.---
75.

No. 75. Yes, sir.

I work with security in law

in Berkeley County.

COURT:

JUROR:

COURT:

JUROR:

COURT:

In what county?
Berkeley.
Berkeley County.
Yes, sir.

Thank you sir. 1Is there any

member of the Jjury panel who is aware of any bias

or prejudice towards either the state or the

defendants in this case? If so please stand.

(Whereupon, no response.)

THE

standing.

COURT:

Thank you. ©No one is

Is there any member of the jury panel

18
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who was a member of the grand jury which issued
the indictments in this case? If so, please
stand.

(Whereupon, no response.)

THE COURT: Thank you, no one is standing.
Is there any member of the jury panel who is a
member of or a contributor to any group which has
as its primary concern the promotion of law
enforcement or victim's rights? These groups
would include, but certainly would not be limited
to, Mother's Against Drunk Drivers, Students
Against Drunk Drivers or Citizen's Against Violent
Crimes? If so, please stand.

(Whereupon, no response.)

THE COURT: Thank you. No one is
standing. Does any member of the jury panel know
of any reason whatsoever why he or she should not
serve as a juror in this case with particular
emphasis being placed on your ability to be fair
and impartial to both the state and the defendants
in this case? If so, please stand.

(Whereupon, no response.)

THE COURT: Thank you. Does the state
have any additional questions it would like for me

to ask?
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MS. gARR: We do not, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Does the defense have any
additional questions? Other than what we've
already talked about.

MR. MCKNIGHT: Other than those; no, sir.

MR. GRIFFITH: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you. Ladies and
gentlemen what will happen now is that your name
will be called -- if your name is called, please
come forward to the podium here. The state will
have an opportunity to strike you, and then the
defendants will have the opportunity to strike.
Please don't take it personal if they strike you

for being a juror in this case.

The attorneys in this case have an idea of

what they would be a good jury for their parties
that they represent. So again, like I said,
please don't take it personal. They can strike
you for any reason or no reason with the
exception. They cannot strike you for race or
gender. Are we ready to proceed?

MR. GRIFFITH: Yes; Your Honor.

THE COURT: We will have two alternates.

MR. MCKNIGHT: Your Honor, would I be

correct the strike count would be 10 and 207

20
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THE COURT: Yes, sir.

MR. MCKNIGHT: Yes, sir. We are ready to
proceed.

THE CLERK: 144 Clayton Redding (m-Db).
Accepted.

THE COURT: Bring your personal items with
you in case you are selected.

THE CLERK: Juror No. 124 Desaphine
Nesmith f-b) defense struck. Juror No. 13 Jo Ann
Black (f-b) accepted. Juror No. 1 Kenneth Nesmith
(m-b) accepted. Juror No. 167 Corretta Singletary
(f-b) accepted. Juror No. 52 William Dorrell
(m-w) accepted. 175 Angela Strickland (f-w)
defensedstruck. Juror No. 126 Rand Nesmith. Your
accepted. Juror No. 72 Nicole Gardner (f-Db)
defense struck. Juror No. 55 MaHerlia Dukes (f-b)
accepted. Juror No. 49 Carl Davis accepted.
Juror 78 Eleanor Grant (f-b) defense struck. Your
No, 101 Trawahanna McCray (f-b) state struck.
Juror No. 146 Janice Redding (f-b) accepted.
Juror No. 5 Linda Ard (f-w) accepted. Juror No. 9 |
George Barr (m-b) defense struck. Juror No. 28
Queen Conyers. (f-b) state struck. Juror No. 12

Janice Bellflowers. (f~w) defense struck. Juror

no. 125 Donald Nesmith (m~b) state struck. Juror
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No. 81 Judy Higbe (f-w) accepted. Juror No. 82
Mary Houston (f-b). defense struck. Juror No. 69
Kertiner Gamble (f-b) accepted. Juror No. 166
Ashley Shaw (f-b) defense struck. Juror No. 155
Gail Robinson {(f-b). Defense struck. Juror No.
95 Thomas Lee jr. (m-w) defense struck. Juror
No. 120 William Mosely (m-w) defense struck.
Juror No. 134 Sheneka Pendegrass (f-b) defense
struck. Juror no. 138 Latoya Pressley (f-b)
defense struck. Juror No. 111 Rodney McKnight
(m~b) accepted. Juror No. 77 John Glover (m-b)
defense struck. Juror No. 80 Claire Harrell (f-w)
accepted. Juror No. 85 Luella Hunter (f-Db)
accepted.

THE COURT: Are there any objections to -
the jury that has been selected or the manner in
which they have been selected from the state?

MS. BARR: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: From the defendant Laquincy
Williams, Mr. McKnight?

MR. MCKNIGHT: None, Your Honor.

THE COURT: For Ms. Toshonda Mickens,

Mr. Griffith? )

MR. GRIFFITH: None, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you. Well, Ladies and
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gentlemen you all are the jury. I am going to let
you go to the jury room for just a few minutes,
and then I will bring you right back here for just
a few minutes. Thank you.

While you are back there, if you all can
discuss amongst yourselves who you want to be tﬂe
foreman of your -- or foreperson of your jury.

But it can't be the alternates. It has to be 12
of the primary jury. And they will be spokesman
in court who will lead the discussions in the
jury room at the appropriate time. Thank you.

(Whereupon, the following takes place
outside the presence of the jury.)

THE COURT: Is there anything we need
bring up before we bring the jury back in or
before I dismiss them for the day?

MR. MCKNIGHT: Yes, sir, Your Honor.

There are some matters -- some objections that I
wanted to put on the record with regard to your
selection, or your choice to not put up some of my
voir dire gquestions.

THE COURT: The two questions that I did
not put on.

MR. MCKNIGHT: Yes, sir. Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right, sir.

25

23
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MR. MCKNIGHT: Your Honor, the defense in
chambers, court's indulgence just a second. Your
Honor, the defense in chambers presented to His
Honor a list of proposed voir dire questions. And
His Honor decided»to not ask the jury gquestion
No. 8, which was are there any members of the jury
panel who either live or have lived in single wide
mobile homes. And No. 10, are there any members
of the jury panel current or former employees of
MUSC, or are related by blood or marriage to any
pgrson's currently or formerly employed by MUSC.
And His Honor elected not to ask the jury panel
those questions. And at this time we wanted to
list our formal objection to.

THE COURT: Ms. Barr.

MS. BARR: Your Honor, with regard to the
defense's request to charge or not request to
charge, per se. Request a jury instruction asking
the panel whether or not any of them have ever
resided in a mobile home. The state objected to
that proposed voir dire based on the fact that we
did not believe that it was relevant.

Your Honor, I think that to the extent
that counsel would seek to elicit testimony that

it was a small home, I think clearly he is allowed

24
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to do that with the witnesses who testify. But I
think that the request is siﬁply not relevant when
you look at, you know, if you have a juror
standing up and say, yes, I reside in the mobile
home. Then you go down the inevitable path of
well, have you ever been inside a single wide
mobile home. Have you ever spent the night inside
a single wide mobile. Have you ever visited one.
May have owned a single wide mobile home.

As I also understand, counsel would
actually have that request be so broad as to say,
not just have you lived in a mobile home, but have
you ever lived in a single wide mobile home. So
we object to that based\on a relevance ground.

THE COURT: And where is it?

MR. MCKNIGHT: Your Honor, we do believe
it relevant. And the reason for its relevance is
because there: in the alleged murder scene, the
alleged crime scene in this matter took place in a
single wide mobile home, made in a community of
single wide mobile homes. And we believe, and
it's the defenses position; in particular,

Mr. Williams' position, that jurors, that we would
like to know which jurors who have been exposed to

that type of living, because we believe they would
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have a better understanding of the acoustics of
such a living condition, and they would
understand, and they would be able to decipher or
decide upon the facts.

THE COURT: And I ruled that it was
overly broad---

MR. MCKNIGHT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: ---at that time, and that it
was not relevant.

MR. MCKNIGHT: Yes, sir. -

THE COURT: And your other one was.

MR. MCKNIGHT: The other one was No. 10.
We believe that one to be relevant because there's
going to be some very -- there's some testimony of
a highly technical and a highly professional
nature coming from the forensic pathologist who
was employed by MUSC. And we wanted to know if
anyone was employed or related to anyone that was
employed by MUSC. Because it's our position that
those persons would tend to lend more credibility
to that person's testimony.

THE COURT: Ms. Barr.

MS. BARR: And, Judge, the basis of my
objection was that the only witness who we would

call to testify who was employed with at MUSC is

26
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the pathologist. And he's going to simply testify
as to the nature and manner of death. Clearly the
victim in this case died of multiple gunshot
wounds. Whether or not that witness is an
employee of MUSC and maybe some -- or the jurors
might have been employed; is clearly not relevant.
Particularly when you look at the fact that
counsel never asked whether or not any of the
potential jurors were ever employed anyplace where
any other witnesses worked.

Latisha Bell was in the home when the
murder happened. And I believe she was working at
Young's at the time. And there was no request
that the court inquire of the jury panel as to
whether or anybody worked there. So we think that
that request was irrelevant. I think the that
court's questions to the panel regarding whether
or not they can be fair and impartial, which is
really all that the state and defense wants is an
impartial juror.

I think that those questions posed by the
court is sufficient.

THE COURT: And I held that the question
was overly broad. I had one witness, nobody on

the jury panel knew that witness, so I don't think

29
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that was relevant.

MR. MCKNIGHT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Is there anything further
before the panel back out?

MR. MCKNIGHT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And dismiss them for the day?

MR. MCKNIGHT: Yes, sir. Your Honor, the
defense for Mr. Laquincy Williams respectfully
makes a motion to sequester any and all witnesses.

THE COURT: Any objection from the state?

MS. BARR: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Granted.

' MR. MCKNIGHT: Thank you. Your Honor,
also at this time, the defense for Mr. Laquincy
Williams makes a motion for the state to reveal
any plea deals that they have made with any
potential witnesses in this case. Specifically,
Mr. Henry.

THE COURT: Ms. Barr?

MS. BARR: Judge, we have not make any
plea deals with Mr. Henry.

THE COURT: Thank you.

MR. MCKNIGHT: That concludes our motions
for now. Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay.

-
i
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MR. MCKNIGHT: Thank you.

MS. BARR: Judge.

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am.

MS. BARR: Well I can deal with this
after the court excuses the jury.

THE COURT: Okay. Let's bring our jury
and make sure they have selected a foreperson.
The husband and wife end up being on the same
jury, the Reddicks. We have Mr. Reddick and Ms.
Reddick as primary jurors. What I am going to do
is, because I think it makes it difficult in
deliberations if they should ha%é opposite views
on something. So in order to eliminate that
possibility, I am going to make Mr. Reddick an
alternate. And I am going to take the first
alternate, which is Ms. Claire Harrell, and make
her a primary juror.

Does anybody have any 9bjection to my
doing that?

MS. BARR: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: From the state?

MS. BARR: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Mr. McKnight?

MR. MCKNIGHT: ©None from the defense, Your

Honor.
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THE COURT: Mr. Griffith?

MR. GRIFFITH: None, Your Honor.

THE COURT: It's an odd situation and 1t
doesn't happen often. And I guess it probably
only happens in small towns, in all likelihood.
And their daughter was also on the jury pool.
They had three Reddicks. And their daughter also
on the jury pool. Tell them -- instruct them on
how Mr. Reddick is an alternate, and Ms. Harrell
is now on the primary jury.

You may bring the jury out.

(Whereupon, the following takes place
within the presence of the jury.)

THE COURT: Ms. Higby is our juror

foreperson. No. 81l. And for Reddick's, I solved

that problem by making one of the Reddick's an
alternate and the other one being a primary juror.
And that will keep you all from having any
squabble when it's all over with if you will
disagree on the verdict. And again, I've never
had that happen beforei ,But, Ladies and

gentlemen, we will start this trial tomorrow

morning. When you get here, you will sworn in as

jurors at that point and time. But it's important

that you not discuss the case at all with anyone

30
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toniéht before we come back in here. And the
easiest way I found to do that is just don't
say —- don't tell anybody you have got jury duty
if you don't have to. Because what happens is
they say well, you know, I was on a jury one time
and this is what we. And you don't need to have
that: You just need to basically make your
decision based upon the evidence that you will get
in here, and there will be plenty of that for you.
( So, Ladies and gentlemen, I am going to

dismiss you for the evening. Have a good night's
resti And we will see you back at 10 o'clock
tomorrow morning. All right, and you will turn in
your badges as you leave. Thank you ladies and
gentlemen, have a nice evening.

(Whereupon, the jury is dismissed.)

THE COURT: Anything further from the
state or the defense in this case?

MR. MCKNIGHT: Not from the defense.

MS. BARR: Judge, we do have two matters.
One it relates to, and I don't know, judge, if you
want to take this up now or when and if the state
is _- the statement is offered. But it refers to

a statement of the decease's father, James McNeal.

The statement was given to law enforcement on
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January 1l4th of 2008. And, Judge, my
understanding is that Mr. Williams' counsel would
seek to introduce that statement. And in support
of his attempting to introduce that statement, he
will assert that of course, that witness, the
declarant is now deceased.

And, Judge quite frankly, if you want to
deal with it if and when it is offered we can do
that, or we can deal with it.

THE COURT: Give the rough of what's your
objection to it, and then that gives me overnight
to do some research on it.

MS. BARR: As I understand it, the
declarant told law enforcement about maybe
2 months after the murder, that the young lady who
was in the home with the victim at the time the
killing happened, when she came across the street
where the declarant lived, he lived across the
street from the victim. She seems unemotional.
She seems as if nothing was bothering her. And
the brother told the police that when he went
inside the victim's home and saw the son, that it
appeared that the blood was -- had started to gel.
And the implication is that the young lady who was

in the home, waited some period of time to call
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the police, and she may have been involved in his
death.

Judge, my objection would be, as I
understand Rule 804, which talks about a witness
beiné unavailable based on death. The only
exception that allows that in, is if the proponent
of the statement can show that the prior statement
made by an unavailable witness was either former
testimony, was made at the time that the declarant
was under the belief of impending death, as if a
dying declaration. Or that it was statement
against his penal interest. Or that it's a
statement of personal and or family history.

So my objection would be that the
statements of Mr. McNeal do not fall into one of
those four categories. And therefore, the

statement would not be an exception to the hearsay

rule. .

THE COURT: Mr. McKnight.

MR. MCKNIGHT: Your Honor, I do —-- I
take -- well in response to her objections, we

believe that the court should allow the statement
in pursuant to Rule 804(4) because the defendant
is dead and not available to testify.

THE COURT: Yeah, but I mean just because
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they are dead and can't testify doesn't mean it is
admissible.

MR. MCKNIGHT: Well beyond that, that
information is relevant because he testifies as to
what his present sense impression was at the time
that he walks into the scene. And what he
observes with the condition of the body, with it's
placement, with the condition in the home. And we
believe that---

THE COURT: This was 2 months later;
correct?

MR. MCKNIGHT: But what's when the police
took his statement, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Yeah, but it's still two
months later.

MR. MCKNIGHT: I understand that. But,
Your Honor, the only reason we---

THE COURT: And the reason for that you
don't have an opportunity to reflect on it. He's
had over 60 days to reflect on what was there and
everything like that, so.

MR. MCKNIGHT: I do. And that.is correct,
Your Honor. But that instance, if the court
denies that, that's very prejudicial to my client

in that number one, he didn't have any ability

34
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to -- you can't call the case for trial before the
state makes a call to bring it to trial.

THE COURT: Right.

MR. MCKNIGHT: So and the court has had
from 2007, up until now 2013, to bring this matter
to trial. So we have had witnesses go off,
disappear, die and the like. And this -- and for
the court to deny any of that statement in,
severely prejudices my client. And I don't
believe her interpretation of Rule 804, with it
just being allowing the statements of an
unavailable witness in, just because they're a
dying declarant is applicable in the situation.

THE COURT: You mean a dead declarant.
It's not a dying declaration.

MR. MCKNIGHT: Correct. And, Your Honor,
he makes‘this statement -- he makes this statement
in the presence of law enforcement. It's an
interview that they conduct.

THE COURT: But it was -- you're using the
expanse of time, but it was within 60 days of the
event; is that correct?

MR. MCKNIGHT: Your Honor, that is
correct; however, there are statements that he

made to them contemporaneously with this

37
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investigation that are documented in the incident
reports of law enforcement. Because they go to
his houée, and they talk to him. And he tells
them what he saw and what he observed on that
morning. So those statements are done
contemporaneous with the occurrence. And we
believe they are admissible.

THE COURT: 1I'll take it under advisement.

MS. BARR: Yes, sir. Judge, we would also
ask as a last matter that, in light of the fact
that the case has been called for trial, we take
the position that the defen@gnt's bond has now
been revoked. And we would ask that they be taken
into custody.

THE COURT: Mr. McKnight, and,

Mr. Griffith.

MR. MCKNIGHT: Your Honor, respectfully,
while technically so, we believe that my client
has been out on bond, or for this matter, he got
arrested -- he got arrested in 2010. He has been
out custody since that time. Your Honor, we're in
trial now, and I need him to prepare for trial.
And there's going to be evidence that I may
introduce using a computer and the like, that I

won't be able to talk to him about, expose him to,
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inside the Williamsburg County Detention Center.

It's -- you have got to go. when they will
let you in. Which I'm sure they will let you in
whenever I want to go. But it's not a place where
I believe that I can effectively counsel my
client. So to force us to just have to brief our
client---

THE COURT: Well I mean, you knew that was
a possibility.

MR. MCKNIGHT: I understand it's a
possibility. But, beyond that, Your Honor, here's
the other thing. There's no secure means of
talking in there. The walls have ears. The jail
has snitches and it also guards. So if I am going
to talk about a particular trial strategy, thus
exposing any potential maneuvers I make to the
solicitor's office before I make them, it's puts
me under -- it puts us at a severe prejudicial
disadvantage. And we'd ask that you let them stay
out.

THE COURT: Are you joining in?

MR. GRIFFITH: I join in. As well, Your
Honor, of course, my client if she were detained
here, it would be difficult for me to get over

here and speak to her in a timely manner, and to
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be able to communicate with her as well. And as
well, she has children at home that has been
taking care of them, and there is not really any
reason to incarcerate her at this time. She's not
shown any propensity to run off or anything like
that. She gets certain the relevant contact with
the community that would keep her here. But, Your
Honor, it would make it very difficult for me if
she were at the detention center to communicate
with her, because of course of the distance, and
the difference in the location, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right, due to the nature
of the crimes that have been charged, I mean,
we're looking -- they are looking at consecutive
life terms. Plus more than 30 years. I'm not
going to take a chance if they should get cold
feet; although they haven't been. They have been
out on bond, I am going to have them incarcerated
from this time forward in the trial.

You, the jail will make every effort to
make it available to. You all have known all
along this is a possibility, so you should not be
prejudiced.

MR. MCKNIGHT: Your Honor, if you should,

please instruct the sheriff's department.
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THE COURT: I will. The-sheriff's
department is to make these defendants available
to their attorneys as long as they need to talk
with their client. And no one is to listen in on
their conversations. And no one is to -- now if
they want to go with other talk with inmates,
that's up to them.

MR. MCKNIGHT: When I say available, Your
Honor, available should not mean me talking to him
through a glass. I need to be able to see him.

THE COURT: You will need to be in a
conference room where you can sit with him like
you would in your office. Do you all understand
that?

THE OFFICER: Yes, sir. -

MR. GRIFFITH: And I would ask the same.

THE COURT: The same for both of you.

MR. GRIFFITH: Your Honor, I would ask
that my client be able to speak with her mother
for a second.

THE COURT: She may speak to her mother in
front of the bench at this time. There is to be
no physical contact though.

(Whereupon, at 9:30 a.m. September 10th,

2013, the trial commences.)
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(Whereupon, the following takes place
outside the presence of the jury.)

(Photographs 1 through 46 marked State's
Exhibits for ID only.

(Plea agreement marked Defendant's Exhibit
No. 1, Williams for ID only.)

MR. MCKNIGHT: May it Please the Court,
it's at this time that the defendant
Mr. Laquincy Williams makes a motion before the
court for ‘jurors to be allowed to use note pads
during the trial of the case when the client --
not clients, pardon me, when a witness is
testifying.

So due to the detailed nature of this
trial, due to the amount of witnesses we have
potentially 30 to 40, Your Honor, for both sides.
The defendant, Laquincy Williams, respectfully
moves before this court for that motion for me to
allow the j&rors to take notes. It's our
proposition that they be provided notebooks, note
pads, what have you, and ink pens. And at the end
of the day, those items are collected and then
provided back to them each subsequent day until
deliberation times. And then they are allowed to

use them during the deliberations.
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And that's our motion.

THE COURT: Okay. Thank you. Do you join
in that motion?

MR. GRIFFITH; We join in that motion,
Your Honor.

THE COURT: Ms. Barr.

MS. BARR: Judge, the state would object

-
to the jurors being allowed to take notes. I
think one of the problems that it creates if you
have one person or two people who decide that they
want to take notes, and other 10 choose not to
take notes, and there is genuine dispute during
their deliberation as to what is fact, I think
there may be a tendency on the ones who do not
take notes to assume that the ones who did, must
have gotten it right.

And so I think that that creates a problem
in terms of their deliberation. And certainly,
Your Hénor, if there was some dispute as to
testimony or evidence, they would have the
opportunity to ask the court to replay testimony.
And they will have the evidence back there with
them. So we would object.

~
THE COURT: ©Not that that's the way I am

the one who says that's the way it's always been

43

41



44

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

42

done, we're just going to do it that way. I've
never done that in all my years. And I'd had some
very complicated cases. I think it is up to
attorneys in their summations to give the jurors,
like I say, a summation that puts it all together.
My concern is that one person is very good at
taking notes, and the other one is not. If the
one who takes the notes writes something down
erroneously, there is no check\on that. And for
some reason once something is written down, it
tends to have a greater degree of acceptance than
it would be just from their memory. Again, we
have available to play baék if necessary, so I am
going to respectfully deny your motion,

Mr. McKnight. ’

MR. MCKNIGHT: Your Honor, our other
mot;on made in chambers was for the court to take
judicial notice of the weather conditions in
Hemingway, South Carolina on November 2nd 2007.
We believe that it would be appropriate in this
matter. When rely on the data provided by the
national order -- the national oceanographic and
atmospheric--- .

THE COURT: NOA.

MR. MCKNIGHT: NOA administration.
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Commonly known as NOA. And we would that ask that
the court allows this cite.

THE COURT: Any objection from the state?

MS. BARR: Judge, does Mr. McKnight
propose to the court at this time, what
specifically he's asking the court to take
judicial notice of in terms of the temperature and
weather conditions?

THE COURT: That would be, what I would
assume would be the temperature. The atmospheric
conditions as to whether there was a thunder storm
or whether it was just really if you go back and
you look at the historical data, will tell you
whether it partly cloudy that day. It will tell
you the humidity. It will tell you what time the
sun set. It will what time the sun rose. And it
will even tell you moon phases if you will. So
that's---

MR. MCKNIGHT: That is essentially the
information that is commonly found in the Almanaq.
Moon phases, humidity, dew point, temperature, the
like; yes, sir.

THE COURT: And they are subject to
judicial notice because they are events that

actually happened. And are routinely documented.
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MR. MCKNIGHT: Yes, sir, Judge.

THE COURT: I will do that
MR. MCKNIGHT: Your Honor,
is a motion to allow the defendant

the defendant Laquincy Williams to

testimony of the witnesses in this

about.

our last motion
-- allow me for
videotape

matter for

purposes of closing. We propose in the closing

to do a power point presentation illustrating what

we believe to be the points that were made or most

important failed to be made by the

prosecution in

this matter. We believe the defendant has a right

to try, have his case tried the way he wants it

tried within the grounds of the law and the

attendant rules. And we respectfully make that

motion.
THE COURT: Ms. Barr.

MS. BARR: Your Honor,---

THE COURT: And Mr. Griffith joins in.

MS. BARR: Judge, I believe that all

requests for videotape for proceedings first, has

to be done in advance and in writing. Secondly,

there is some concerns as counsel raised in

chambers on yesterday that there was indication

that some of this, some of these witnesses

involved here may have gang affiliations. And,
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Judge, we would have concerns that the witnesses
may be, how should I say, weary, in terms of their:
testimony if they are being videotaped. And so we
would strenuously object to any recordings of any
witnesses in this case.

THE COURT: I am going to deny your
request. First of all, it 1s distracting to the
witness who thinks he is talking in here. But,
you know, in here and then he has that. My other
concern is that when do your closing arguments
that when somebody sees a videotape, it may be
taken out of context. I would have to preview it.
And I understand that you had said that wouldn't
be a problem. But I don't think I have to censor
your closing argument. I will let you make your
closing argument as you choose. And if some
witness made a statement, you are certainly
allowed to bring that up. But I don't want to be
in a position where I am censoring your
videotaping, because you put in or didn't put in
the whole story.

I'l1l let you do your closing argument as
you want to. But I am not going to go into that
at this point. You have a very colorful demeanor

about you, as far as your ability to talk to a
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jury. I have seen you before. I am confident
that you can tell your story as you wish to
without the use of videotape. Thank you.
Anything further before we bring our jury in?

MR. MCKNIGHT: Yes, sir, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

MR. MCKNIGHT: That motion was made with
regard the in limine with regard to gang
affiliation. We believe that that -- any
references its prejudicial nature robs it of its.
probative value. There has been only a reference
of membership. But there has been no testimony --
pardon me. Né evidence that indicates that there
was -- ;his was a gang affiliated activity. One
that was facilitated under the auspices of a gang.

And given the fact that we have the charge
of criminal conspiracy, that further makes it even
more prejudicial with regard to that. We'd ask
that any reference to any gang affiliation be
solely stricken from or of Ms. Barr.

MR. GRIFFITH: I join in that motion too,
Your Honor.

THE COURT: Ms. Barr?

MS. BARR: I concur with that, Judge.

THE COURT: Okay. So you're not -- so you
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concur?

MS. BARR: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Okay. So no reference will be ~
made about gangs unless you all open the door.

MR. MCKNIGHT: Your Honor, if I may remind
the court, you heard a motion from Ms. Barr at the
end of the matter yesterday. And you were going
to take it under advisement and issue a ruling
this morning; that with regard to unavailable --
the admissibility of statements of an unavailable
witness.

Would His Honor please advise us of any
decision?

THE COURT: At this point and time, I
haven't made my final say, but I'm leaning towards
it's hearsay. Just because somebody said
something and then dies, what they say does not
overcome the hearsay rule. 1t certainly was, the
statement was taken two months after the event.

It certainly wasn't a presence sense statement.
And it was not a dying declaration. So just the
fact that by your -- under your standard, anything
somebody says and then they die, would
automatically overcome the hearsay statement.

MR. MCKNIGHT: I think His Honor---
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THE COURT: Hearsay'rule.

MR. MCKNIGHT: I think His Honor is in
error when he says that the statement was given
two months. Probably there was one statement that
was given two months later; however, there was an
initial statement given at the scene cf the murder
by that person who is deceased. Or pardon me, not
the murder victim of course.

THE COURT: Right.

MR. MCKNIGHT: But by the person in which
be are talking about. So, Your Honor, I believe
that that statement is his present sense
impression. And as such, is not hearsay.

THE COURT: And you were asking yesterday
about the statement that was given 60 days later.

MR. MCKNIGHT: Okay. Well if you're -—-
well please understand, that there are multiple
statements given by this particular person.
Because law enforcement made multiple contacts
with him. And so I just don't want the court to
issue a blanket bar on any of his statements,
because if you are going to bar the one---

THE COURT: I am going to bar -- I am
barring the one he made to law enforcement 60 days

later. If you can show that there was a statement
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made at the time the incident occurred, that's a
different matter. I will review that based upon
presence sense impression.

MR. MCKNIGHT: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: But as far as the statement
that was made days 60 days later, that's clearly
hearsay.

MR. MANNING: Yes, sir. Your Honor, one
last thing. My client has been shackled. So
when you come in, if he laboring to get up,
please don't take that.

THE COURT: I'm not taking that. I don't
even -- I didn't notice.

MR. MCKNIGHT: I just wanted to point it
out.

THE COURT: No, I take that as no
disrespect whatsoever.

MR. MCKNIGHT: Yes, sir. .

MR. GRIFFITH: Your Honor, if I may
interject on that last ruling. I would wonder, of
course, because the policemen were keeping those
or making those statements by writing them down,
wouldn't they be admissible under the---

THE COURT: I don't think the report comes

in, but I certainly think you may be able to cross
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examine them on that.

MR. GRIFFITH: Cross examine them on those
statements from the officer.

THE COURT: I will let you do that. It
depends on how it's presented. I am going to
withhold my final judgment until how they are
presented.

MR. GRIFFITH: Okay, thank you, Your
Honor. '

THE COURT: And when it happened.

. MR. GRIFFITH: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Anything further?

MR. MCKNIGHT: Nothing from the defendant,
Laquincy Williams, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Mr. Griffith?

MR. GRIFFITH: No, your Honor.

THE COURT: Now, let's bring our jury in.

(Whereupon, the following takes place
within the presence of the jury.)

THE COUﬁT: Thank you. Please be seated.
Good morning, Ladies and gentlemen, I hope you had
a pleasant rest. This time of year I really like
because it's starting to get a little cooler.

Even though it is hot outside, we have pretty good

summers. And down here in Williamsburg County,
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you all are used to some hot summers. So you've
had a busy summer.

Now, Ladies and ladies, before we begin
this trial, would you please swear the jury?

(Whereupon, the jury is sworn.)

THE COURT: Before I realized I had not
sworn you, before we begin this trial, I want to
tell you that this trial will probably be
different from you might expect. You know most
people never have the opportunity to actually sit
on a jury in court session as you are today, and
may think from watching TV, movies, or reading in
books that trials are always full of high drama,
intense action and riveting circumstances. Now
while all these things may be true at times, this
trial is not for entertainment. This is a real
trial, which a fundamental part of our democracy.
It is a search for the truth in an effort to make
sure that justice is done.

And searching for the truth and making
sure that justice is done, 1is often slow,
deliberate, repetitive; the exact opposite of what
you may have seen on TV, in movies or read in
books. Now, Ladies and gentlemen, the beautiful

courtroom that you have down here is a place of

\
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honor. It is dedicated to the protection and the
preservation of our citizen rights and what has
been called and what I truly believe is the
greatest justice system ever created by men.

The attorneys who are appearing before
you, are advocates for the parties they
represent. But first and foremost, they are
officers of this court who sworn to uphold the
integrity and the fairness of our judicial system,

and to help you in your search for the truth.

Ladies and Gentlemen,\you should expect them to be

professional, competent and ethical in the

representation of their client's interest. And

remember, Ladies and gentlemen, you also just took

an oath to listen to the evidence in this case.
And to reach a fair and just verdict. And you're
expected to be professional, reasonable and

ethical as well.

Now, Ladies and gentlemen, what I am going

to tell you now is just intending to be an
introduction of the trial of this case. These
remarks are not a charge on the law. I'll charge
you the law as applicable to this particular case
at the end of the trial. This is merely an

explanation of the procedures that we will follow
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so you may better understand what will be
happening. Let me say up front, Ladies and
gentlemen, that you will not be allowed to take
notes during this trial. Therefore, it is very
important that you listen carefully closely
throughout this trial.

And, Ladies and gentlemen, the defendants
in this case are charged by the indictments filed
in court of the charges of murder, burglary in the
first degree, armed robbery, possession of a
firearm during the commission of a violent crime,
and criminal conspiracy.

Now, Ladies and gentlemen, the specific
elements of each of these charges will be
explained to you later in greater detail. But let
me remind you as I told you yesterday, the
indictments the charging the defendants, are
simply the documents by which the case or the
cases are brought in to court, and is in no way in
any sense evidence of any of the allegations are
contained therein.

The defendants have pled not guilty. And
therefore, the state has the burden of all of the
elements of each one of the chérges in the

indictment beyond a reasonable doubt. And,
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Ladies and gentlemen, it will be your duty to
decide whether the state has met that burden. Now
ladies and gentlemen, your purpose as jurors is to
determine the facts in this case. You are to
determine the facts from the testimony that you
hear from this witness stand, and any other
evidence that is introduced here in court.

It is up to you as jurors to determine the
inferences which you feel may be properly drawn
from the evidence. And, Ladies and gentlemen,
it's especially important that you perform your
duty diligently and conscientiously, because
ordinarily there is no way to correct an erroneous
determination of facts by a jury.

On the other hand, but with equal
empﬁasis, the same law that makes you the judges
of the facts, makes me the judge of the law. The
law as given to you by me is the only law that you
may consider. And you must accept the law as I
giQe it to you and follow it, even though you may
disagree with me. I cannot tell you what the
facts are. And you cannot disagree with me about
the law is, or what you think the law should be.
Your job as jurors will be to take the law as I

give it to you, and apply it to the facts as you
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find them from the testimony from the witness
stand and any other evidence that 1is presented.
And after hearing all the evidence, you will
delibérate and render a true and just verdict
under the solemn oath that you just took as
jurors.

Now, Ladies and gentlemen, until I advise
you to begin your deliberations at the conclusion
of all the testimony, you must not discuss the
case with others, including your fellow jurors.
Even husband% and wives, who are an alternate and
a primary jury, cannot discuss it, except when
authorized to do so by me.

You may not use a computer, a cellular
phone or other electronic device with
communications capabilities while you are in
attendance at trial or during your deliberations.
Now, these devices may be used when you go home,
or when we break for lunch. However even then,
they cannot be used to disclose information about
the case when we are not in court. The
information about the case would include, but
certainly would not be limited to any information
about a party, a witness, an attorney or a court

officer. And-any other account about the case.
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Any information collected through jury research or
any topic raised during the testimony of a witness
or information collected through jury research or
any topic that you think might be helpful in
deciding the case. But, Ladies and Gentlemen,
after the case is submitted to you, you must
discuss it only in the jury room with your fellow
jurors. And the attorneys and the parties in this
case, are advised that they are not to talk to you
in any way whatsoever.

So, Ladies and gentlemen, if you see
anyone involved in the case around this small
courthouse square and they don't even say hello,
well they are not being rude, they're just
following my instructions. Now, Ladies and
gentlemen, it's very important that you keep an
open mind and not decide any iséue in this case
until all the evidence has been presented, the
attorneys have made their closing arguments, and I
have instructed you on the law that is applicable
to this case.

Ladies and gentlemen, it's your solemn
responsibility to determine the guilt or the
innocence of these defendants, and your verdict

must be based solely on evidence as is presented
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in this trial and on the law as I give it to you
at the close of the trial. Now, Ladies and
gentlemen in just a moment, the solicitor will
make what is called an opening statement in which
she tell you or explain to you what she believes
the facts are in this case. The attorneys for the
defendants may also make an opening statement;
although they are not required to do so. What the
attorneys tell you during their opening statement
is not evidence. It is only their contention as
to what the evidence will show in this case.

Now, from time to time, Ladies and
gentlemen, you may hear one of the attorneys make
a statement ‘like, Your Honor, I believe we have a
question or a matter of law that we need to talk
to you about. Or your Honor may we approach the
bench. Or sometimes I may find it necessary to
egcuse you from the courtroom for a short while,
while the attorneys and I discuss a matter of law.

Now the reason for this is, as I've said,
you are the judges of the facts. And sometimes
when I am talking to the lawyers about a matter of
law as to whether or not a certain piece of
evidence will come in, it may be necessary for me

to comment on the facts in connection with making
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that ruling. As I said, I"m not supposed to tell
you what the facts are, so I will dismiss you from
the courtroom while these discussions take place
so that you will in no way be influenced by
anything I might say or do in connection with the
facts.

Also during the trial you may hear one of
the attorneys make an objection to certain
evidence that is about to be presented. Whether
or not I sustain or to be to grant the objection,
or overrule the objection, which would be to deny
it, should not be construed that I favor one side
over the other. I do not. Nor should you infer
that the objecting party is trying to hide
something from you.

Ladies and gentlemen, -this court as in all
situations in life, there are certain rules that
must be followed. But the attorneys as officers
of this court, are merely trying to follow the
rules of evidence in this court in making their
objections. And I am only ruling based upon what
I believe the law the State of South Carolina to
be concerning the evidence being presented.

!
Now, Ladies and gentlemen, in determining

what the true facts are in this case, you have to
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determine whether or not a witness is believable.
It will be my responsibility as the presiding
judge, to rule as a matter of law as to whether
certain testimony is admissible. But once the
testimony is admitted, whether or not you decide
to believe it is solely for you to determine.

In deciding whether to believe a witness,
you have a right to consider the interest of any
witness, the bias of any witness, the prejudice of
any witness, the opportunity for the witness to
have actually observed the matters and things
about which the witness may testify, and you may
gauge the way the witness acts on the witness
stand. Ladies\énd gentlemen, you have a right to
consider anything that is in the record in this
matter that will help you evaluate the testimony
of that witness. That means, Ladies and
gentlemen, it's your responsibility to pay close
attention to these witnesses, to observe the
witnesses and to listen to the witnesses and to
pay close attention to attorneys and to the court.

Ladies and gentlemen, please don't let
your thoughts wander as we go through this trial.
But give strict attention to the testimony in this

case. So at the end of all of the testimony,
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after the argument of counsel and the charge on
the law by me, you will then be in position to
determine what the true facts are and apply those
facts to the law as I give it to you, and thus
render a true and just verdict.

Now, Madam Forelady, in addition, it will
be your responsibility to preside in the jury room
and be the jury spokesperson here in court. It
will also be your duty to write down a verdict on
the verdictlform, and I will give you further
instructions on that at the appropriate time. Now
in o;der to preserve everyone's rights, I'll give
the parties an opportunity to object to anything
that I have stated to you. Does the state have
any objection to anything I stated to the jury?

MS. BARR: The state does not.

THE COURT: Does the defense?

MR. MCKNIGHT: The defendant Williams does
not, Your Honor.

MR. GRIFFITH: The defendant Mickens does
not, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Very well. Thank you. We
will now begin the trial of this case. Ms. Barr.

MS. BARR: Thank you, Your Honor. May it

Please the Court.
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THE COURT: Yes, ma'am.

MS. BARR: Ladies and gentlemen, good
morning. I want to start first of all, by
thanking you all for your service this week. We
know that we have imposed on you all greatly. I
don't think anybody on this jury would raise their

hand if I were to ask how many people want to

‘serve on jury duty this week in a murder case.

But one of the things that I want you to know is
that you all were here obviously yesterday, and
you saw and observed how the jury selection
process took place. For the most part, neither,
myself or any of the attorﬁeys for defendant, know
any of you.

And so as lawyers when we're determining
who to put on the jury, what we simply really want
is just somebody that we think is going to be fair
and somebody who is going to be attentive. And
some people were selected and some people were
not. Folks, I am satisfied and I think the
lawyers in this case will agree with me, that
we've got the right people who are going to be
fair, and who are going to give this case the
attention that it deserves.

Later on in trial, you may hear the phrase



Ve ™
1

64

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

that a trial is a search for the truth. And quite
frankly, it's exactly that, a search for the
truth. And inevitably when you someone trying to
search for the truth as you will do in your
deliberations, what you essentially are doing, is
you are taking a journey And the journey of this
case has been a long one. I don't know if you all
remember hearing when Your Honor read the
indictment yesterday. This murder happened back
on November 2nd 2007. And so our journey began
there. And we expect that the journey will end in
this courtroom.

Our journey to find the killer of James
Allen McNeal, began in Hemingway, South Carolina,
back on the morning of November 2nd. And that
journey took us all over the place. That journey
was truly a journey. Law enforcement interviewed
hundreds of witnesses. They .received hundreds of
tips. Some -them panned out and some of them did
not.

/

That journey involved Florence City Police
Department. That journey involved the Florence
County Sheriff's Department. That journey
involved sled officers, FBI agents. That journey

took this case from Hemingway, South Carolina to
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Florence, South Carolina and to Anderson. And
here we are back here almost at the end of that
journey. Ladies and gentlemen, I am going to

share something with you. You are going to hear

.about it during the course of the testimony.

[

The victim in this case is 27-years-old.
James Allen McNeal, most people refer to him as J.
And we believe that the evidence is going to show
in this case that J.'s greatest crime, his
greatest, what we would call the character today.
But his greatest flaw is that he sold drugs. He
sold illegal drugs. And because he sold illegal
drugs, the evidence is going to show that these
defendants and two other individuals conspired to
rob him. You are going to hear some nicknames.
If I can take the opportunity to kind of tell you
who I believe key players are, and how the
evidence will satisfy you that you are on the
right journey. J. McNeal dated a young lady named
Latisha Bell. She's also from the Hemingway’
community.

Latisha and you are going to keep up with
me. The names are going to be kind of confusing.
Well Latisha has a twin sister. Latisha's twin

sister's name is Latasha Williams. Latasha the
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evidence is going to show, is married to a fellow
they called P.J. Williams. P.J. Williams and
Toshonda Mickens, the defendant there, had a
relationship. She was his girlfriend, and he was
married to the twin. The evidence in this going
to show that Latasha Mickens and the defendant,
Laquincy Williams sort of grew up regarding
themselves as brother and sister. And that's how
they held themselves out to be to the people.
Well the evidence in this case is going to
establish that back around November the 1lst or
November 2nd of 2007, P.J. Williams comes up with
this idea. Hé comes up with the idea of, I know
where I can get me some money. I know where I can
get me some drugs. I'm going to go rob J. McNeal.
Laquincy Williams, P.J. Williams, and I
don't think they are related, Toshonda, met. A
fellow by the name of James Gquan Henry, then
drive from Florence, South Carolina from the
defendant Toshona Mickens home in Florence, down
to Hemingway. The idea was that because P.J. knew
the victim, remember his wife is the sister of the
victim's girlfriend. His face could not be shown
in any way.

So what P.J. had done, the evidence is
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going to tell you; is fhat, he had Ms. Mickens to
be the driver. Her role in this was that she was
to provide the transportation. She went from
Hemingway. Laquincy Williams had a firearm. He
was to go into the house and commit the robbery.
And James Gquan Henry had a gun. He was to go
into the house and commit the robbery.

The testimony is going to show that
Mr. Henry and Mr. Laguincy Williams then goes in
the home of the victim, who is in the bed with his
girlfriend Latisha. During and while they are in
the home, their is gunfire exchanged all over the
place. You're going to see the pictures. There
are bullets everywhere. During the course of that
exchange J. McNeal is fatally shot and killed.

Also during the course of that exchange of
gunfire, James Gquan Henry is also shot. Yoﬁ will
hear that after the shooting, they then take
money from the house. They drive back to
Florence. And they come up with this "brilliant,"
quote/unquote, "brilliant idea;" that they are
going %o tell the officials in Florence that James
Gquan Henry was actually shot in Florence, rather
than here in Williamsburg County.

The case remained unsolved for a few
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years. And we were able to get information that
is now led us here. Folks, one of the things that
you will have to do is when you are called upon at
the conclusion of this case, to judge the guilt or
the innocence, I want you to take into
consideration everything that you are going to
hear in this case.

You are going to hear from people from
sled. People are going to talk about DNA.

People are going to talk about firearms. You
will hear from a physician who works at MUSC in
Charleston who did the autopsy on Mr. McNeal.\ You
are going to hear all of those things. And what I
submit to you that you all will be able to do at
the conclusion of this case is tie all of the
pieces together. You will see how the picture
will be clear.

Ladies and gentlemen, I submit that after
this case is over you will be satisfied that we
have in fact reached our journey for the truth.
Now I recognize that we have pulled you all from
work, from your families, from other commitments
that you have outside this courtroom. But this is
absolutely the most important case for

Williamsburg County, South Carolina today. And I
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guarantee you that this absolutely the most
important case for Laquincy Williams and Toshonda
Mickens.

One of the people who is not on our
journey anymore is J.'s dad. J.'s dad passed
after probably about a year ago after the crime
was committed. Folks, I am asking you as jurors,
as the conscientious jurors that I know you all to
be, that you listen attentively; that you
deliberate fairly. And once the case is given to
you to decide, that you return a verdict that
speaks the truth. Thank you all again for your
time and for your attention.

THE COURT: Thank you, Mr. Griffith.

MR. GRIFFITH: Thank you. Ladies and
gentlemen of the jury, my name is Timothy
Griffith, with a th on end, just like Andy
Griffith. But I wanted to let you know that I
represent Ms. Toshonda Mickens one of defendants
in this case. And I will be very brief. Actually
I speak in a lot of places. And I also sing. And
if I'm there, and I'll say well listen if I sing,
I won't be able to talk as long. And my daughter
always stands up and says, sing, sing. She

doesn't want me to talk as long. But in the



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

meantime this will be short.

Actually I just want to let you know a few
things as well. The state would allege that my
client was involved in some conspiracy to commit a
range of crimes. It's the state's responsibility
to prove to you beyond any reasonable doubt that’
Toshonda Mickens was responsible for those crimes.

Ladies and gentlemen, the evidence will
show that there is a vast amount of doubt that she
was involved in all of these crimes.. The state
relies on statements made by people who would
benefit from telling the state whatever they want
to hear. In particular, people who are already in
jaiil, Who would do whatever it takes, say whatever
they had to, to get a break in the jail or less
time if possible.

The evidence will show that Toshonda
Mickens was pulled into a big lasso. The state
throughout, made so big, it took in every name
that they could think of. These people that I am
referring to, that are in jail that wanted to give

names. Every person they ever knew or were mad

! AN
at after a breakup. Toshonda Mickens is a mother

of two, who has been dragged into an investigation

based on the word of those people who would
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benefit the most from the state solving the crime
she is now accused of committing.

People who may have actually committed the
crimes and want to hide that fact. But the truth
is, that all the evidence you will see from the
state is just a pile Qf circumstantial evidence
meant to fool you into believing whatever they
want you to believe. After you have heard all of
the evidence, you have to make a decision. And
that decision will mean the difference between
Toshonda Mickens raising her two children,
finishing school, working to be a member of
society, or the possibility of Toshonda Mickens
spending the rest to her life in prison for crimes
she did not commit.

MS. BARR: Judge, we object to that, and
we move to strike.

THE COURT: Sustained.

MR. GRIFFITH: I'll move on. As you hear
the evidence of the state, you must keep in mind,
could it be that they have it all wrong. And
they're just hoping to put somebody, anybody in
jail for these crimes so they can put the file
away. As you listen to the state's case and then

to the defense cases, don't suppose that the state
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is always right. Let yourself hear all of the
evidence. And at the conclusion 1f you think
there is any doubt, any doubt, that the state has
it all‘right, then my client Toshonda Mickens is
innocent of these crimes.

And I think that's the conclusion you
must, and will reach after hearing all the
eviaence. She doesn't have to prove anything.
Toshonda Mickens does not have to prove a thing to
you. The state must prove their case beyond a
reasonable doubt. There are no facts that can
prove we, based on the evidence, beyond any doubt
that Toshonda Mickens committed these crimes. And
we hope the evidence that you don't see, the
evidence that isn't there, will convince you that
she was not there, and that she did not commit the
crime.

f/can say at any time that someone
committed a crime. That doesn't mean they
committed that crime. It's the job of a police
officer or investigator and of the sclicitor, and
they get paid to find anybody thatlmight be a
suspect for an unsolved crime. And they can put
together stacks and stacks of circumstantial

information based on the word of people trying to
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save their own skins. But circumstantial evidence
is not enough. They have to prove beyond any
reasonable doubt that it must have been these
defendants who committed the crime she is accused
of here today. I believe you will find her
innocent, because there is just pot evidence to
prove beyond any reasonable doubt that she is
guilty.

Ladies and gentlemen, listen to the
evidence. .And ask yourself in the end, is there
any possibility that the state has it wrong? If
so, you must find Toshona Mickens innocent. This
incident as our solicitor pointed out, happened in
2007. This is now 2013. The indictments occurred
in 2013, 6 years later.

MS. BARR: Judge, it's back in 2011.

THE COURT: 2011 is when the indictments
were issued.

MR. GRIFFITH: 2011. And so a lot can
happen in that time. People can be arrested for
things that they didn't want to be arrested for.
And be willing to say whatever they have to. But,
Ladies and gentlemen, as you listen to the
evidence, ask yourself, is there any possibility

the state could be wrong. And if so, my client is
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innocent. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you, Mr. Griffith. Mr.
McKnight.

MR. MCKNIGHT: Thank you, Your Honor. May
it Please the Court.

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

MR. MCKNIGHT: Mr. Griffith, Ms. Barr,
Your Honor, Judge Young. Ladies and gentlemen of
the jury, good morning. I am Cesar McKnight. And
I have the pleasure of representing the gentleman
sitting here, his name is Laquincy Williams. And
on behalf of him and myself, I'd like to thank you
for you being here today. I'm certain that all
12, pardon me, all 14 of you can come up with
5,000 different places you would rather be than
here. And 5,000 other things that you would
rather do then to be here. But you as good and
honorable citizens hav; decided to answer the
call, and help us to have justice or what we call
justice in America.

His Honor has told you that he believes
that other than serving your country in a time of
war, serving on the jury is your highest calling.
And not only does he believe that, but so does

Winston Churchill, because he indicated that
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during World War II. You may wonder why you are
here, or what is it I need to be an effective
juror. What you need is your individual
experiences. Your individual common sense. And
you need to apply that indivi&ual experience and
common sense to the facts -- to the facts that you
will hear from witness stand. And from the law
that His Honor will give you. And then you will
need to issue a verdict.

Verdict is from the Latin word, means to
speak the truth. So at the end of the trial, the
only persons that are going to be able to speak,
and most importantly, the only persons whose
spoken words matter, will be yours.

Now you may ask and what is it I need to
consider, to decide in this matter the facts and
issue a verdict. We call that in the law, the
burden of proof. And in a criminal matter, the
burden of proof is beyond a reasonable doubt. The
most famous analogy for that, or the best way to
explain that is the scale of justice. I'm sure
we've all seen it, the lady with the robe is
blindfolded and she's holding a scale. For there
to be prove beyond a reasonable doubt, the scales

must tip all the way over to the side in favor of
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the state. I simply use it this way. Today is
Tuesday, we collect Erash in Kingstree on Tuesday.
And I was on my way to court. And I had a weekend
where I boubht a whole bunch of stuff, groceries
and whatever, and I knew I had put the trash on
the curb. Well I got down the street and I
hesitated, because I had to wonder whether or not
I put the trash can on the curb for garbage.

And so I say to you, once you hear the
facts in this case, 1f you have that level of
hesitation with regard to whether or not to
convict Laquincy Williams, then you must vote to
find him not guilty. It may seem simple, but it's
not. Now here's something else that you have to
consider. Laquincy sits there right now,
innocent. His Honor will tell you in his closing
statements that his innocence drapes about him
like a cloak that he wears around. And the only
persons that can remove that cloak of innocence
are you 12.

Now you're gong to hear some evidence come
from this witness stand. You are going to hear
testimony. But I submit to you, Ladies and
gentlemen; that what you hear, what will leave you

resolute, it will be give you more questions, and
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therein more doubt. Yes, they are going\to call
people who are going to be qualified as experts,
forensic pathologists, police officers. Gentlemen
are going to come in here wearing badges, wearing
uniforms, having the appearance of uniformity.
But that doesn't give them any more credibility.
It's what's they going to tell you. And most
importantly, what they're not going to tell you
that's going to give you the level of doubt that I
believe is going to rise to the level of
reasonable doubt. And therefore, you have find
Laguincy Williams nof guilty.

I will tell you this about my client.
Does he have a sterling record; no, he does not.
He's had some encounters with law enforcement, but
none of them involve murder. And none of them
involve robbery. You're going to hear that
somehow they got together and colluded and came up
with this plan to rob this gentleman, and that
they did. But you're also going to hear some
interesting facts that perhaps he wasn't where
they say he was. And you may perhaps you will
likely hear that on that night, he was someplace
else. You're also going to -- but you also must

bear in mind, Ladies and gentlemen, that it's —--
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Laquincy has no duty here. He doesn't have to
prove one single, solitary thing. He doesn't even
have to speak. It is the burden of the people
that sit at this bench, Ms. Barr and the
witnesses, that she shall call, who will put forth
the evidence that will seek to persuade you.

But I want you to sit here while you're
listening to them, and think about a few things.
Like, why did it take so long? Why did it took so
long for them to get here until now? When certain
people testify there's going to be piece of
evidence missing, particularly from officers, who
didn't talk to key people. And I want to ask,
why. I will say this'to you, Ladies and
gentlemen, this is my theory in the case. You all
are sitting here right now to play clean up for
the state. They are not going to give you
everything you need, because they can't.

They're going to want you to assume
certain things. But remember :this key fact, if
you have to assume anything, anything at all, that
is a doubt. And like I said, all doubt. All of
it, must go in the benefit of Laquincy. They
have to show it. Not make you think it, not make

you guess it. Not make you wish that it were.
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They have to show it. Like my third grade teacher
always says, it's\not what you know, it's what you
can show. When you do the math, you've got to
what? Show your work. They have a result, but
they can't show you their work. And so your job
isn't to do the work for them. Their job is to
show you the work. So that the answer that they
want you to have, that my client is guilty, adds
up. Their math doesn't add up.

‘And now there one thing that I love, and I
say this and this isn't high pertinent of me
talking here. I love my country. And I love the
fact thaf we have a trial by jury. Because this
box here is the great equalizer. And it doesn't
matter what you were outside. It doesn't matter
what your position is outside. It doesn't matter
how much money you have outside. 1Inside this box,
you are equal period. And no one's opinion counts
more than anyone else.

So if you develop an opinion, you hold on
to that opinion. It doesn't matter if everybody
else has got their opinion. Or if you're the only
one that has the opinion. It's yours, and you
hold on to it. Now the clerk had you took an

oath. And in that oath you're promising to listen
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to all evidence. You promise to go in that jury
room, and take that evidence each piece of 1it,
look at it inside out and analyze it. And then
you promise to come back in here, and afte