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packaged separately, and let {t dry and then it is
packaged and put in. And you do that with each --
all your four samples.

And each of these blood swabs that you took, were
they in your possession the entire time before you

turned them into evidence?

Yes, ma'am.

And were they tampered or altered with in any way?
No, ma'am.

Was that the end of your involvement for that day?
Yes, ma'am. _

And did you have any other involvement on this
case?

Yes, ma'am.

What was that?

The next morning I attended the autbpsy.

And what date was that?

On May the 6th.

Okay. And where did this autopsy occur?

3301 Harden Street, Richland Memorial Hospital
North.

And who was conducting the autopsy?

Dr. Nichols.

And after the autopsy was completed, did you

collect any evidence from the autopsy?
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1 A Yes, I did.
2 And what did you collect?
3 A I collected blue pants, blue and white boxers, I
4 did the standard pubic and head hairs, standard
5 post-mortem fingerprints, one hair that was
6 clinched in Mr. West's right hand, standard GSR
7 collection kit. _
8 Q And what is a GSR collection kit?
9 A A gunshot residue kit. |
10 || -Q Is that protocol in every case?
11 A That is protocol, yes, ma'am. And standard nail
12 scrapings.
13 Q And the clothes that you mentioned collecting,
14 whose clothes were those?
15 A Those were Mr. West's clothes.
16 Q And after you collected this evidence, what did you
17 do with it?
18 A They were then brought to the -- to headquarters
19 into our forensic garage where we have a drying
20 cabinet where they were placed to dry.
21 And once they were dry, then they were
22 packaged and placed into evidence.
23 Q And was it ever altered with or tampered in any way
24 until you placed them into evidence?
25 A No, ma'am.
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And did you have any other involvement with -

Dr. Nichols that day?

Yes, ma'am. After the autopsy was cleared --
excuse me, completed, I made contact with our
evidence technician that was on call and --

Who was that? |

Which was, Tast name Burnetf. I don't remember his
first name. Officer Burnett. And I met him at
headquarters so I could check out the suspected
murder weapon, the knife. And brought it back to
Dr. Nichols so he could examine the knife.

Okay. And when -- you checked it out from where?
From the evidence room at headquarters.

And 1et me show you what is entered as State's
Exhibit 85. Does that accurately depict the knife
that you --

Yes, ma'am.

-- took that day? And when you took this knife
back to Dr. Nichols, what was the purpose for doing
that?

Where he could see if it was consistent with the
wounds.

Okay. And when he was looking at this knifé, did
he actually touch it?

No, ma'am.
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How was the knife presented to him?

A I had it in my control the whole time. I had not
processed it yet, so I wanted to make sure that no
evidence was damaged on it, latent or DNA.

He looked at it. He placed the scale beside
it because he just wanted to get the dimensions of
the knife to see if it was similar with the
injuries in which Mr. West sustéined during the
incident.

Q And you said that you had not processed the knife
yet. Did you eventually process the knife?

A Yes. After the autopsy I went back to headquarters
and processed that knife. '

Q And when you say processed the knife, what does
that mean?

A What I did is I processed it for latent prints and
then swabbed it for DNA evidence. And what I did
for that type of knife, the handle wasn't really
conducive to fingerprint. .

Q What does that mean?

A What I mean by that 1is, with a 1ot of the
television shows collecting, CSI, the crime scene,
a lot of people think that fingerprints is the
easiest thing in order to get. And I wish it were

that easy, but fingerprint evidence is normally the




(> R (o B o - B [ = > N & ) I - N % B G

N N N N N N A& ma m  md  ma = s o o
a A~ W N 2O O 0 NOogAWw N -

PATRICIA REED-ENZOR - DIRECT BY MS. GOOD

505

505

hardest thing to get off of crime scenes. And that
is simply because it is the most delicate evidence
there is.

Just a real simple, simple lesson in
fingerprints. What fingerprints are, is the ridge
details that everyone has. They are formed on you

“before you‘are even born. So, I mean, and while
you are percolating, I guess you could say, my
daughter, 11-month-old, before she was even born
she has every single ridge she has had before she
was even born. And so everybody has them.

What leaves them behind, though, is the oils,
the diffefent -- all the technical stuff, the oils
that are 1eft behind. But every surface is
different. I mean, it would be great if every
surface was conducive on it. But the knife that I
was processing wasn't conducive for it. So I knew
that some processing wasn't going to actually be
the best type of thing to pull it off. So I used
oblique lighting thinking that if I was going to
see something that would be -- which is just a
fancy way of saying I used a flashlight and some
alternative lights to Took to see if I could raise
it up, because sometimes blood and other surfaces,

if it is going to do it, you are going to see it.
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That didn't work. So I knew that the best way
of trying to get evidence on it wasn't going to be
through Tatent prints. Then I was hoping DNA would
be our best alternative. So after the fingerprint
didn't work, that is when I swabbed the knife very,
very thorough1y, and I submitted those swabs to |
DNA. That is what I did on that. '

Q And after you swabbed the knife, what did you do
with it?

o © 0o N OO O b~ W N

A Submitted the knife and then the DNA back to our

11 evidence.

12 Q Let me show you first State's Exhibit 13. Do you
13 recognize this?

14 A Yes, that appears to be the knife I checked out of
15 || . evidence.

16 || Q And what day did you check it out?

17 A It would have been the date of the autopsy, May the
18 6th.

19 Q Okay. And who did you receive it from?

20 A From Mr. Burnett.

21 Q And tﬁe entire time that you had that knife, was it
22 - in your possession?

23 A Yes, it was in my possession.

24 Q And when you received that knife, was it still

25 sealed in that package?
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A Yes.
Q Did it seem to be tampered or altered with in any
way?

A Absolutely not.

And when you finished processing the knife, did you
return it to the evidence room?

A Yes, I did.

Q And how do you know that you checked that out and
turned it back in?

A It should be on the evidence log, but it also has a
date and initials on it.

Q You initialed it?

A Yes, right here.

(WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit No. 120 was
marked for identification only.)

Q Let me show you first what is marked as State's
Exhibit 120. Do you recognize this piece of
evidence?

A Yes, this is a swab that I collected from the --

Q And how do you know that that is a swab that you
collected?

A It is in the description --
| THE COURT REPORTER: 1I'm sorry, you need to
speak up.

A I'm sorry. It is in the description of the item
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collected, one swab collected from black handle of
steel knife, and it has my signature on the bottom.
Is that your handwriting?

Yes, ma'am, it is my handwriting.

Okay. And what day did you submit that into
evidence?

It was submitted on May 6th, 2007.

What time?

At 1830.

To who?

To evidence.

Do you know who you submitted it to?

"It would have been to the drop box because it was

collected I think the next day.

Okay. And do you knbw what -- each case has a case
number. Do you know what item number that was
under this case?

No.

Look on the back.

Item Number, it would be .18.

Yes.

It would be 18.

When you say it.was in the drop box, what does that
mean?

It means it appeared to be similar to a mailbox,
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but it would be where only that evidence room would
be able to open it up and collect the evidence,
meaning I would have dropped it after hours or on
the weekend when they wouldn't be there to actually
get it hand-to-handf
And the way you are able to tell that is I
actually checked on there, drop box. If someone
was there, I would have checked on there, person to
person, meaning I would have given it to a person.
And this drop'box, is it secure?
Yes, it is secure.
And how was it secure?
By a key.
Okay. And is anybody able to get in that drop box?
Unless they are evidence personnel, no, ma'am.
Okay.
MS. GOOD: At this time, Your Honor, I would
like to enter into evidence State's Exhibit 120.
MR. SECOR: No objection, Your Honor.
THE COURT.: A1l right, without objection.
(WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit No. 120 was
admitted into evidence.)
I show you what is State's Exhibif 121.
One set of keys.
And I guess before we get to that, after you
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1 processed the knife, did you do anything else on
2 May 6th or May 5th regarding the apartment at 1417
3 Farrington Way?
4 A Yes, I did. After the completion of the -- one
5 moment. Yes, I did return to the original incident
6 Tocation on Farrington Way, did a final
7 walk-through of the crime scene, which basically
8 means I just walked through to see if I saw
9 anything obviously that I might have missed or
10 another investigator may have missed, collected the
11 crime scene log, and secured the door.
12 Q And how did you secure the door?
13 A With the keys.
14 Q And where did you get these keys?
15 A I don't recall.
16 Q They were in your possession? What, again, is
17 State's 121?
18 A One set of keys.
19 Q Okay. And were those the keys that you secured the
20 apértment with?
21 A Yes, ma'am.
22 || Q And how did you package these?
23 A In an envelope, evidence envelope.
24 Q And did you turn them in to evidence?
25 A Yes, I did.
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And what day?
The date was May 6th, 2007, at 1830 in the drop
box.
So you also put that in the drop box?
Yes, I did. And it is Item Number 30.
And all of this is on May 5th?
Yes -- no, May 6th.
May th. Did you -- and you said you put those in
the drop box? |

(WHEREUPON, there was no response.)
State's Exhibit 122, do you recognize this?
Yes, ma'am. These are the four swabs that were
collected at Number 24 Rembert Martin Parkway.
Okay. And those four swabs are from where?
From the bathroom.
Okay. And what date did you enter those into
evidence?
May 6th, 2007, at 1830, in the drop box.
Drop box. And the entire time that you had those
swabs, were they altered or tampered with in any
way? .
No, ma'am.
Were they contaminated in any way?
No, ma'am.

And what numbers were they given in regard to this.
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case?
A What order?
Q What number?
A Oh, what number? 14, 15, 16 and 17.
Q Okay. 14 through 177
A _14 through 17, yes, ma'am.
Q Specifically thCh ones were --
A 14 is the tUb; 15 is the sink; 16 is the stain on
the floor; and 17 is the stain on the cabinet.
And you put those in the drop box also?
Yes, I did.
MS. GOOD: At this time, Your Honor, I would
1ike to enter into ‘evidence, State's Exhibit 122,
MR. SECOR: No objection.
THE COURT: No objection.
(WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit No. 122 was
marked for identification and received
into evidence.)
And State's Exhibit 123? Do you recognize that?
A Thése are items I collected at the autopsy, the

head and pubic hairs, fingerprints, nail scrapings
and hair found on the victim's hands.
And how did you package each of those?

A Individually.

Q So they are in smaller packets?'
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A Smaller packages within the larger package.
And did you turn those into evidence?
A Yes, I did, on May 6th, 2007, at 1830 in the
evening, drop box.
Q And while they were in your possession, were they

altered or tampered with in any way?

A No, ma'am. v
And what numbers were they given responding to this
case?

A 26 through 29.

Q Can you specifically say which ones were --

A 26 is head and pubic hairs; 27 is fingerprints; 28

is nail scrapings; 29 is the hair and nails.

Q You said all of this would have been to the drop
box?
A Yes.

MS; GOOD: At this time, Your Honor, we would
like to enter into evidence State's Exhibit 123.

MR. SECOR: Without objection.
THE COURT: A11 right, without objection.
(WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit No. 123 was
marked for identification and received
into evidence.)

Q State's Exhibit 1247

A This is the GSR collection kit.
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1 Q And can you explain to the jury how you take that

2 exactly?

3 A GSR collection kit was done during the autopsy. It
4 is a Tittle bit different than some of the other

5 things that I collect. It is kind of twofold.

6 The first thing we do is kind of 1ike a sticky
7 pad that we do. And it kind of picks up, when you
8 shoot a weapon, the fine powders, the metals kind

9 of are left on the hand when you shoot. So the

10 first part that we do checks the front and back of
11 your hand for those. So it is kind of like a

12 sticky pad thét we just used to check that. And
13 there is one for each part. So it is like four

14 ~ little pads that you use. So one that is marked

15 front right, back - or left front -- left right,
16 front and back. So you do that. The second part
17 is a chemical that reacts to the powder that will
18. be on your hands if you shoot a weapon. And so you
19 do it on the front and the back. And then you have
20 a control which you normally take a body part that
21 would not, if you shoot a weapon, normally never.
22 have residue on it. And the standard I always use,
23 the left side back of your calf. I did that from
24 the moment I started crime scene so you don't get
25 confused on which did I use today. So I used that
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as the control.

You take all this, and you package it. That
is one of the few things we did not do with
Richland County, and that would have been submit it
to SLED, but I would have submitted it originally
to the Richland County evidence, and they would
have sent it over to SLED.

And did you do that in this case?

Pardon?

Did you do that in this case, submit it to
Richland --

Submit it to Rfch]and County, yes, ma'am.

And on what date did you do that?

It would have been on the same date -- I'm sorry,
on May 6th.

Okay. And.was it also to the drop box?

- Yes, ma'am.

And what number was that given in response to this
case?
25.
And typically even in stabbing cases do you do a
GSR kit?
Any homicides, no matter what the circumstances, I
would do GSR's.

MS. GOOD: At this time, Your Honor, I would




516

-—

o ©O© 00 N O O B~ W N

PATRICIA REED-ENZOR - DIRECT BY MS. GOOD
516

1ike to enter into evidence State's Exhibits 124.
MR. SECOR: No objection.
THE COURT: Without objection.
(WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit No. 124 was
marked for identification and received
into evidence.)
Q I show you what is marked State's Exhibit 125. Do
you recognize this box?
A Yes, ma'aml These are the clothing that I
collected at the autopsy from Mr. West.
Okay. And what type of clothing was it?
A Blue pants, blue and white boxer shorts. .
And are both of them in there together or are they
in separate bags?
A Separate bags with the box.
Q Okay. And when did you submit those to Richland
County evidence?
A May 10th, 2007, at 1:00 o'clock in the afternoon
person to person.
And why was it not on May 6th?
A Because they were still drying in the drying
cabinet.
Okay. And who did you turn them in to?
A Tena -- Goff.
Goff?
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I'm sorry.
What numbers were those pieces of clothing?
72 and 73. 72 is the pants, and 73 is the boxer
shorts.
And those were on May 10?
Yes, ma'anm. |
With Tena Goff?
Yes, ma;am.
MS. GOOD: At this time, Your Honor, I would
like to enter into evidence State's Exhibits 125.
MR. SECOR: I would object. Can we approach
briefly?
THE COURT: A1l right.
(WHEREUPON, a bench conference was held
in the presence of the jury but out of
the hearing of the jury.)
(WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit No. 125 was
marked for identification only.)
I show you next --
MS. GOOD: Beg the Court's indulgence.
(Pause.)
I show you what is marked State's Exhibits 126, 127
and 128. Do you recognize those?
Yes, ma'am.

And what are those?
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This 1is nail scrapings and hand swabs, buccal swabs
for Melinda Richmond; nail scrapings, buccal swabs,
hand swabs for Ms. Tenisha McClinton; and nail
scrapings and hand swabs from Bruce Thompson that I
collected. ‘
And each of those things pabkaged all together in
there, or are they done:sepéréte1y?'i
Done separéte]y within the envelope.
And what did you do with these swabs once you --
and nail scrapings once you took them?
Collected them, submitted to evidence.
And what day did you submit them to evidence?
I believe it would have been May 5th, 2007.
And who did you give them to?
Probably the drop box. I'm not exactly sure.
And the entire time that you had these, were they
altered or tampered with in any way?
No, ma'am.
And did you put them in the drop box? Did anybody
have access to that?
No, ma'am.

MS. GOOD: At this time, Your Honor, I would
like to enter into evidence State's Exhibits 126
through 128.

MR. SECOR: No objection.
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THE COURT: No objection.
(WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit No. 126 was
marked for identification and received
into evidence.)
(WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit No. 127 was
marked for identification and received
into evidence.)
(WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit No. 128 was
marked for identification and received
into evidence.)
Q I guess look at the box and fhe Tabels. Can you
explain to the jury what numbers each corresponding

nail scraping or swab was given?

Number 3 is nail scrapings, Richmond.
STow down for me.

Sorry.

Okay.

Number 4 15 swab, hand, Richmond.

Number 5, buccal swab.

Five. Sorry. Richmond.

And what is a buccal swab?

A buccal swab is -- it is when you take a sterile
swab, you put it in your mouth like you are
cleaning your teeth and you are just scrubbing the

inside of your gum,. and what that is, is it is




520

© W 00 N O O s W N -

N N N N N N 2 ad a @ @ o\ o e e =
a A W N =2 O O 00 N O oA WN -

PATRICIA REED-ENZOR - DIRECT BY MS. GOOD

520

> 0 r oo P oo P o

taking live cells on the inside of your mouth and
it is flaking your DNA. It is a whole lot easier
than going in and getting blood taken out of your
arm. It does the exact same thing. You just
submit it to your 1ab. It is another way of
getting DNA.
Okay.
Number 6 is nail scrapings, Thompson.
Okay. And what else with Bruce Thompson?
Bruce Thompson is also Number 7, swab, hands.
Okay.
8, 9 and 10 is going to be McClinton.
Okay .
And Number 8 1is nail scrapings and Number 9 s
swab, hands. 10 is buccal swab.
Thank you. You said all those you turned in
May 5th?
I didn't Took at the 1abel. I apologize.
(Pause.)
No, I turned it in May 6th at 1830 in the drop box,
Locker Number 3. It wouldn't have been the drop
box, it wouldn't fit, so it was in a locker.

THE COURT REPORTER: 1I'm sorry, you need to
speak up.

It was a locker almost 1ike a school locker that
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are down the wall, and the only one that had a key
is the evidence room. So I would have put it in a
Tocker, the Locker Number 3.

Okay. Let me show you what is marked as State's
Exhibit 130, 131, and 129. Do you recognize those
pieces of evidence?

Yes.

And what are they?

These are the clothing that I collected from
Tenisha McClinton.

And what clothing?

Tan pants, aqua rubber sandals, and green blue-gray
shirt.

And when was she wearing those?

She was wearing them --

Would it be what is depicted in State's 113 that
you took a picture of?

Yes, ma'am.

And what did you do with that clothing?

I packaged them and submitted them into evidence.
Okay. And what day did you submit them to
evidence?

That would have been the one in Locker 3, so it
would have been on May 6.

And what numbers were given those pieces of
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evidence?
A Number 11 was the tan pants; Number 12, the
sandals; and Number 13 was the shirt, green
gray-blue shirt.
These are all from Tenisha McClinton?
‘Yes, ma'am. ‘

MS. GOOD: At this time, Your Honor, I would

1ike to enter into evidence State's 129, 130 and

O W 0O N o oA W N
>

131.
1 MR. SECOR: No objection, Your Hohor.
11 THE COURT: Okay.
12 (WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit No. 129 was
13 marked for identification and received
14 into evidence.)
15 (WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit No. 130 was
16 marked for identification and received
17 into evidence.)
18 (WHEREUPON, State's Exhibit No. 131 was
19 marked for identification and received
20 into evidence.)
21 Q And after you submitted all this evidence, did you
22 have any other involvement with this case?
23 A I do not believe so, no, ma'am.
24 MS. GOOD: I have no further questions, Your
25 Honor.
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THE COURT: Al11 right. Cross?

MR. SECOR: Your Honor, can we just approach
quickly?

THE COURT: A1l right.

(WHEREUPON, a bench conference was held

in the présence of the'jury but out of

the hearing of the jury.) B

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen, we want to
know if y'all need a short break before we
continue?

(WHEREUPON, there was no response.)

THE COURT: Okay. Al1 right.

MR. SECOR: May it please the Court?

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. SECOR:

Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A

Investigator Reed-Enzor, how are you?
Pretty good. How are you?

Is it Enzer or Enzor?

Enzor. |

Enzor? Did I say it right?

Yes, sir, you did.

-There is a lot of evidence in this case, huh?

Yes, sir. I'm glad I didn't get my notes confused,

but I think I stacked them up right.
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You are doing fine. One thing I just wanted to --
I'11 take this down because I think I'11 write
something up here.

Investigator Livingston was in here. -I was
asking him about his collection of evidence.
Uh-huh. |
His training, and things like that. And I just
wanted to sort of ask you the same sort of
introductory questions.

Okay.

Your collection of evidence, physical evidence when
you are working on a case is conducted in an
objective manner, is that fair to say?

Yes.

Okay. And you also agree with me that physical
evidence 1is pretty objective evidence?

Yes, sir.

I mean, it doesn't -- it can tell a story of its
own?

Yes, sir.

It doesn;t favor one person over another?

Yes, sir.

It can support what somebody says happened?
Uh-huh.

It can contradict what somebody says happened?
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A Absolutely.

Q And obviously the fact that you are employed by the
Richland County Sheriff's Department and paid by
them doesn't affect the way that you conduct an
investigation?

A No, sir.

Okay. When you were speaking to Ms. Good, y'all
talked about the fact that as part of your
investigation in this case you took fingernail
scrapings and hand swabs?

A Yes, sir.

Q And that is -- you are looking for physical
evidence by doing that?

A Correct, yes, sir.

Q And you are looking for evidence that may T1ink
somebody to this offense?

A Link or eliminate, yes, sir.

Q Link or eliminate. Okay. I 1like that. Link or
eiiminate. And there were three people charged
with the murder of Mr. West, right?

A I believe so.

Q Okay. And those people would be Bruce Thompson,
Tenisha McC]inton and Melinda Richmond? Does that
sound right?

A I'm really not sure. I didn't handle that part of
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the investigation, but I think so.

Q Those are the three people that you took fingernaf]
scrapings and swabs from? |

A Those are who I requested to do, yes.
Now, also when you were speaking to Ms. Good, y'all
spoke about the fact that you had a written consent
to get these samp]es from Ms. Richmond, is that
right?

A I did, yes, sir.

© © 0 N O O b~ W DN

Q Did you get.consent from all three people that you
11 took swabs and scrapings from?
12 A I got consent from her and I got consent from one
13 other person. I have that. One moment and I can
14 tell you the other person I got consent from.

15 Q Okay .

16 (Pause.)

17 || A I did get consent here from Tenisha McClinton.
18 No -- yes, Tenisha. 1I've got one here from
19 Tenisha.

20 Q Okay.

21 A Yes, I also got consent from Tenisha.

22 Q You got consent to swab the hands and scrape the
23 fingernails of Tenisha McClinton and Melinda

24 Richmond?

25 A Yes, sir.
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You didn;t get it from Bruce Thompson?

No, sir.

Do you need consent to do it?

I'm not sure, sir.

Okay. Well, you wouldn't have those forms, would
you, if you didn't needxit? | |
Well, it a11‘depehds‘on the circumstances. We haQé
those forms‘for different circumstances. Each
investigation would be different.

Okay.

So now that I went from crime scene investigation
to investigator, if someone came in voluntarily and
I'm investigating and I would request them to do
it, then I would need them, but there is other
circuhstances when you probably wouldn't need it,
so we have those forms for different circumstances.
Okay. But, I mean, as law enforcement, I mean, you
know that taking samples from somebody is aAsearch?
Uh-huh.

Right?

Right.

So you would either need consent or a search
warrant?

Most of the time, yes, sir.

Does that make sense?
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1 A Uh-huh.

2 Q And you didn't get consent for Bruce Thompson?

3 'A No.

4 Q And you didn't get a search warrant to take the

5 samples from him either?

6 A No.

7 Q Is that‘right?’

8 A That's correct.

9 Q Okay. And, but you got them -- you took them

10 anyway? |

11 A Yes. I was requested to do so.

12 Q Okay. And you took them without consent and

13' without a search warrant because Investigator

14 Martin told you you didn't need either one?

16 A I was requested to do so, so I did it.

16 || Q Okay. But isn't that true?

17 A I was requested to do it, so I did it, yes, sir.
18 Q But didn't he tell you that you don't -- you didn't
19 need consent?
20 A I'm not sure if it was reference to that or if he
21 was saying that reference to the fingerprinting,
22 but I know I was told that I didn't need it for
23 that circumstance, because I reread my notes and
24 that is what it did say in my notes, yes, sir.
25 Q Right. You mean you did state that in your notes?




-

N N N N N N = e sy s md = = = o o
A A W N 2O O N AN -

PATRICIA REED-ENZOR - CROSS BY MR. SECOR

529

o © 00 ~N O O b~ W DN

o T o r o r PO r O T P P P >

Yes.

He told you you didn't need consent?

Absolutely, yes, sir.

Okay. So if you need consent --

Yes, sir.-

-- or a search warrant --

Yes, sir.

-- to take sampies --

Uh-huh.

-- and someone says you don't need either one --
Yes, sir.

-- thaf would be untrue, wouldn't it?

I'm not exactly sure. At that point I wasn't sure.
Okay. A1l right. And I just want to go through
with you the three people that you took samples
from, okay? ‘

Yes, sir.

And I'm not entirely sure whether this is the
correct order, but I don't think it matters for the |
purposes of the questions that I would Tike to ask
you.

Yes, sir.

I'm going to start with Bruce Thompson, if that is
all right with you.

That's fine, yes, sir.
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Q You -- prior to taking the samples from Bruce
Thompson's hands, you noticed something about his
hands, right?
A Give me one second. Let me find his -- give me one

second.

Q Well, I'11 tell you -- just tell me if I'm right.
You noticed he had matter caked under his
fingernails?

A I believe so. If I can get that one report I cén

be accurate.

Q Okay.
(Pause.)
A I observed Thompson's hands to be clean; however,

his nails were very dirty with unknown matter caked
under his nails.
Okay. Matter caked under nails, is that right?
A Yes, sir.
Q And isn't it true that prior to taking the samples
from him he said to you --
MS. GOOD: Objection, Your Honor. Hearsay.
MR. SECOR: Your Honor, may we approach?
THE COURT: A11 right.
(WHEREUPON, a bench conference was held
in the presence of the jury but out of

the hearing of the jury.)
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Q

A1l right. So you took samples from Mr. Thompson,
right?

Yes, sir.

And you did some tesiing right then and there,
right?

Yes, sir.

Okay. And Bruce Thompson's hands were positive for
blood, right?

Positive for the presence of proteins that could be

blood, yes, sir.

- Your report says positive reaction for the presence

of blood?

Yes.

Now, you also took samples frdm Tenisha McClinton,
correct?

Let me get back to her report. You are jumping
just a Tittle bit, so let me get back to her
report. One moment. |

(Pause.)

Okay. Yes, I did take McClinton's.

Okay. And prior to taking her -- the samples from
her hands, you noticed -- and correct me if I'm
wrong --

Okay.

You noticed she had several lacerations on the
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fingers of her right hand?
A That is correct.
A1l right. And you talked about some photographs
with Ms. Good that showed some of those
1acefat10ns, correct?
A Yes, sir.
And that would be State's Exhibits 110, 11i and
112, is that right?
A Of her hands was 110 and 111, and 112 was her feet,
yes, sir.
Q Oh, I'm sorry, that's right.
(WHEREUPON, Defendant's Exhibit No. 2
was marked for identification only.)
Q I am going to show yoﬁ what has been marked for
identification purposes as Defendant's Exhibit

Number 2. 1Is that also a picture that you took?

A That is also a picture I took, yes, sir.

Okay. And can you tell me what that picture 1is of?

A That is a picture of her finger with a scale, which
is just a small ruler, basically, that shows kind
of how big the cut was on her finger.

Q And can you tell ffom that picture which finger
that is?

A I have to look at the other picture of her hand,
but I think it was her index finger, I think.
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(Pause.)
It would be her ring finger.

THE COURT REPORTER: You are whispering, I'm
sorry.

I apologize. It appears to be her ring finger.

- Ring finger.

So are you saying that this ahd this are the same?
That looks different to me.

No, sir, I can't tell by looking at that picture
alone. If you hold on just a minute I'd 1like to
Took at my proof sheet.

Sure;

(Pause.)'

That picture has been blown up I guess for purposes
of seeing the scale. This is hard to see because
it is my proof picture. But it is going to be --
her thumb is here, so it is going to be her poinfer
finger. It would be this finger hefe, is what the
picture is of.

Just on hef index finger on her right hand?

That's correct.

And you took this picture because you found it to
be relevant to your investigation, right?

Yes. It shows the different lacerations on her

hands.
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MR. SECOR: Your Honor, I move to have
Defendant's Exhibit 2 admitted into evidence.

MS. GOOD: No objection. 4

THE COURT: A1l right. Without objection.

(WHEREUPON, Defendant's Exhibit No. 2

was admitted into evidence.) |

MR. SECOR: May I publish it to the jury?

THE COURT: ~ Sure.

(Exhibit published to jury.)

Q And also with Tenisha, you noticed she had a broken
fingernail, right?

A Yes, sir.

Q Also on her right hand?

A Yes, sir.

Q On the T1ittle finger?

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. And after noticing these things, you took
fingernail scrapings from Ms. McC]inton, right?

A That 1is correct.
Okay. And you submitted those for testing? You
didn't test them right then and there?

A No, I don't do DNA testing, sir.

Q A1l right. And have you seen the DNA report?

A No, sir.

Q So you don't know how those came back?
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No, sir.
Okay. Now, the third person -- I don't know about
necessarily chronologically the third person, but I

would 1like to talk to you about that you took

'samp1es from Ms. Melinda Richmond.

And I know you said the consent form was not
signed. And I know it was a long time ago. Do you
have any recollection in terms of the chain of
events about when that would have been?

You said Melinda's wasn't signed?

No, no, it wasn't dated. I'm sorry. If I said-not
signed, I apologize. |

It was dated.

Oh, it was dated? Maybe it wasn't -- was it not
timed?

There is no time stamp.

Oh, there is none at all?

There is not a place for it to be time -stamped.

Do you have any recollection about when that would
have been done?

It would have been done between 10:20 when I
arrived there when I completed it at 11:00 o'clock,
so probably within that 40 minutes.

Okay. 10:20 to 11:00 a.m.?

Forty -- at 11:00 a.m. Probably in that 40-minute
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time span it would have been completed.

Q Okay. And you took nail scrapings and swabs from
Ms. Richmond's hands, right?

A I took swabs, nail scrapings, and a buccal swab.

Q That's right. Okay. And at that time is when you
noticed that she was shaking?

A I noticed it when I was -- well, I call it
controlling the hand, basically holding her hand to
take the scraping. That's when I noticed she was
shaking some and kind of swaying a little bit on.
her feet.

Q And isn't it true that you thought she may be
coming off some sort of a high, some sort of drug
high?

A I wasnft sure what it was, and so I asked her. I
didn't know if she was feeling i1l or if she was
coming down from something, so that is why I asked
her if she was okay.

Q Okay. And you thought that she potent1a11y might
need medical treatment?

A I wasn't sure, but that is why I asked her.

Okay. And I think when you were talking to Ms.
Good you said that prior to taking the samples --
let me make sure I get this right -- prior to

taking the samples from Ms. Richmond, you noticed
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and you put 1in your report that her hands appeared
clean and neat?
I believe -- yes, I believe that is it.
A1l right.
Yes, hands and nails to be clean.
Okay. Ahd neat, right?
I just said clean.
Oh really?
I observed Richmond's hands -- hands and nails to -
be clean.
Clean. Okay. Is that fair enough?
Yes, sir.
A1l right. I don't have the best handwriting in
the world.

In the four samples you took from
Ms. Richmond, you submitted those also with a
request they be tested for DNA, right?
I submitted it. I'm not sure if they actually fun
everything for DNA. I don't determine if they run
everything or not.
But you made that request?
No, I actually don't make that request. I submit
everything to'DNA, but the actual case
investigators, they actually determine what is done

for DNA and what is not done for DNA.
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1 Q I guess I Misspoke. You submitted them for
2 testing, but you are not the one that says test ---
3 A That actually determines what -- because, I mean,
4 when you are talking about homicide cases, you gef
5 so many things that have the potential to be
6 tgsted.
7 Uh-huh.
8 A But once the case investigators do the
9
0

have the most potential for testing.

11 || Q Okay. And you don't know -- the four that you

12 submitted from Ms. Richmond's hands, you don't know
13 what those results were?

14 A No, sir.

15 Q A1l right. Also, you took some samples from the

16 knife in this case, right?

17 A Yes, I did.

18 Q Okay. And you swabbed -- and I know you said you

19 looked for prints, and that was -- that didn't work
20 out?

21 A No, sir.

22 Q@  But you also -- you did swab it, right?

23 A Yes, sir.

24 Q And that 1is swabbing for blood or DNA?

25 A For DNA.
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Some kind of matter that you can test?.
Either sweat, blood, or any other things that would
have DNA on it.

Okay. And in doing that, you're looking to -- what

~was the phrase you used, eliminate or --

Either find a*suspect'orfnot find a suspeCt,
Okay;" ” '

But if I'm Tooking for DNA on sOmethinQ Tike that,
that would find a suspect more than Tikely.
Okay. And you -- isn't it true that you swabbed
both the handle and the blade?

Yes.

Okay. And you probab}y assumed that Mr. West's
blood would be on the knife?

It would be highly 1ikely, yes, sir.

Okay. But you swabbed the handle and the b1ade?

Yes,
And that is because -- and correct me if I'm
wrong -- but I would assume you swabbed both

because you thought you might get the attacker's
DNA as well?

It is possible, yes, éir.

Okay. And in your experience, don't you think -- I
mean, I'm sure you have seen that when somebody

attacks somebody with a knife --
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A Uh-huh.

Q -- that if there is a lot of blood, as there was in
this case, and somebody 1is stabbing another person,
that their hand can slide down the handle, off the
handle of the knife and down the blade?

A It happens.

And in that case the attacker might be bleeding?

A It has happened. It doesn't happen all the time,
but it does happen.

Q Right. Okay. And that the attacker might Teave
their DNA on the knife as well?

A It has been that it happens.

Q Okay. And isn't it fair to say that is why you

" tested both the handle and the blade? ‘

A Not just for blood, but also for sweat, but,~yes,
that is one of the reasons.

Q And you submitted those -- both of those for
potential testing?

A For potential testing, yes, sir.

Q And do you know how many of the two that you
submitted from the knife were tested?

A No, sir. I don't know any jn my evidence what was
tested and what wasn't. I do not know.

Q Okay. Now, just briefly, in regards to the home

that you went to where you found the two drops of
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blood in the bathroom, what was that address again?
Do you remember?

A Number 24 Rembert Martin Parkway.

Q. Okay. And you collected one drop of blood from the
sink and one drop of blood from the floor?

A From the sink cabinet.

Q Sink cabinet. Okay. And you swabbed both of
those?

A I collected blood stain.
Okay. Is that not swabbing or no?

A It is swabbing, but it is collecting the entire
stain.

Q And you submitted those for potential testing,

right?
A Yes.
Q In reading some of the notes you made in reference

to your 1nvestigat10n in this case, isn't it true -
that you removed some clothing from the car, from
the Camry? |

A Where at? Which --

Q I'11 show you the notes that I was looking at.
(Pause.)

Q Let me just show you this. The handwritten portion
on the bottom of that document, is that your

handwriting?
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A Yes, that is my handwriting.

Q Okay. And that says that you took -- you took some
bags of clothes out of the car, the Camry, in this
case?

A Yes. I do not recall what was in them, but I did.
I know. You did a lot.

A I did not remove the clothing from the bags, but I
do remember taking the plastic bags out of the
vehicle, openingvthem up so that they could get

air, and placing them beside it. I do remember .

doing that.

Q Okay. But yoﬁ have no idea what was in those bags,
you just --

A No, I never took it out and inventoried it or

anything, but I remember taking them out, because
any kind of clothing that is wet, bloody or
“anything, if you leave it in a plastic bag --
Uh-huh.

A -- any of the evidence that is 1in it it is going.to
degrade and it is going to be useless later.
Okay .

A So in order to keep it from degrading, that is what
I did. I just took it out, wrote it beside it, you
know, where it was actually 1ocated in the car, and

that is all I did with it.
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Okay. And I know when you were talking to Ms. Good
y'all were talking about -- or I heard you mention
a couple of times, at least, transfer. I think you
used the word transfer. And I think you used the
term cross-contamination?

Right. |

And correct me if I'm wrong.

Uh-huh.

Those terms refer to one item that has substance on
it, transferring whatever that substance is to
another item?

That is correct.

Is that fair to say?

That is fair to say.

So if my jacket has blood on it and I put it in a
plastic bag with your jacket --

Uh-huh.

-- your jacket might end up having blood on it
sitting in the same bag together?

Yes, sir.

That would be called -- that would be transfer?
Transfef stain.

Or cross-contamination?

Cross-contamination.

Okay. A1l right. I think one of the last things I
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want to mention, wanted to talk to you about, was
as part of your investigation you filled out a
crime scene review checklist, is that right?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And is that sort of what you do at the end

of your investigation?

A I filled out one, it would have been at the

autopsy.
Okay.
A As you go along at the autopsy.
Okay. And in that -- do you have it in front of
you?
A The autopsy?
It is.
A I have quite a few papers here, so it might take me

just a moment.

(Pause.)
A Yes, I do have it in front of me, sir.
Q Okay. And there is a section on that form -- it is

the start of a form where you check boxes or write
things in, right?

A Ye