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The South Carolina Appellate Court rules provide that "[a] brief of amicus curiae may be
filed only by leave of the appellate court granted on motion, or at the request of the appellate
court” and "[a] motion for leave shall identify the interest of the applicant and shall state the
reasons why a brief of an amicus curiae is desirable." Rule 213, SCACR.

The South Carolina Network of Children’s Advocacy Centers (“SCNCAC”) is a
nonprofit membership organization dedicated to helping local communities effectively and
efficiently respond to allegations of .child abuse while keeping the needs of child victims first.
The organization is comprised of the seventeen Children’s Advocacy Centers in the state.
Children’s Advocacy Centers are child-focused, facility-based programs in which representatives
of 'rﬁany disciplines; including law enforéement, child protection, prosecution, mental health,
medical and victim work advocacy work together to conduct interviews and make team decisions
about investigation, treatment, management and prosecution.

The Children’s Law Center is a resource center for South Carolina professionals involved
in child maltreatment or juvenile justice court proceedings and child advocateé working to
improve the safety and well-being of children. The mission of the Center is to improve outcomes
for children by enhancing the knowledge and skills of pfofessionals and promoting informed,
sound public policy. The Children’s Law Center trains thousands of professionals in South
C_arolina each year on how to respond to child maltreatment. A critical part of the mission of the
Children’s Law Center is to ensure our most vulnerable citizens, our children, have a system in
place to act as a safety net, so they will not slip into the cracks. The Children’s Law Center
strives to empower the many disciplines of professionals who respond to these children to react

appropriately, protect their basic needs, and limit further traumatization.



Here, SCNCAC and Children’s Law Center submit this amici curiae brief regarding the
certified question in hopes it will aid this Honorable Court in its decision regardirig the scope of
medical testimony in child abuse cases. This issue is highly important to child advocates and to

the administration of justice for our most vulnerable South Carolinians.

CONCLUSION
For the reasons stated above, SCNCAC and Children’s Law Center respectfully request

this Court grant this motion and accept the attached conditional brief for filing.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of the Motion for Leave to Participate as Amici
Curiae and Conditional Brief has been served upon the parties by mailing two (2) copies in the United
States mail, postage prepaid, addressed to Petitioner’s Counsel and Respondent:

Mr. John R. Ferguson
P. O. Box 286
Laurens, SC 29360

This 1829y ofFuly, W

Candice A. L1vely, J.D. V

Attorney for Partles Requestmg Amici Cunae
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