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INVESTIGATOR TANYA ERVIN - DIRECT BY MS. COLTON 111

Q. And are there different types of confidential
informants?
A, Yes, you have your individuals that are not in law ’

enforcement that are confidential informants, and then you

have police officers that can be confidential informants.

Q. And are some confidential informants paid informants?
A. Yes.
Q. And are there some confidential informants trying to

assist themselves and work off charges?

A. That's correct.

Q. Okay. Where they are arrested and.they try to help
themselves out to do something in a better position by
cooperating with law enforcement? |

A. That's correct.

Q. And is that typically -- I don't know the best way to
ask this question. When you arrest somebody, do you
'encourage them to try to cooperate?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And why is that?

A. It helps us and it helps them as well.

Q. And do you utilize that‘to move up the ;hain, so to
speak?

A. That's correct.

Q. Okay. And back in August of 2012, were you still with

the Multi-Jurisdictional Drug Enforcement Unit?
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INVESTIGATOR RAYFORD ERVIN - DIRECT BY MS. COLTON 183

Q.

Investigator Ervin, could you state your full name for

the record?

A.

Q.

=

Q.
A

Rayford Lewis Ervin, Jr..

As opposed to Tanya Ervin, you are Rayford Ervin?
That's correct.

Okay. What's your current title?

My current title is commander with the York County

Multi-Jurisdictional Drug Enforcement Unit.

Q.

Drug

>

= @

= ©

Q.

Okay. And how long have you been a commander with the
Enforcement Unit?

I was gave that title back in Jénuary.

OCf this year?

Yes, ma'am.

Okay. How long have you been policing?

Right at twenty years.

And where did you start policing?

I started policing up in Clover, South Carolina.
And what police agency do you currently work for?
The City of York.

How long-have you been with the City of York?
Since 1999.

And are you currently -- you said that you were

currently assigned to the Drug Enforcement Unit. How long:

have

A.

you been with the Drug Enforcement Unit?

Approximately thirteen years.
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INV\\/ESTIGATOR RAYFORD ERVIN - DIRECT BY MS. COLTON 184

Q. And back in August of 2012 where were you assigned?
A.  To the York County Multi-Jurisdictional Drug

Enforcement Unit.

Q. To the York office?
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. Okay. And were you able to develop a confidential

informant named Shari Jennings?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And how did you come to . have Ms. Jennings as your
informant? |

A. She came in and talked to me about possibly doing some -

undercover purchase of illegal substance.

Q. Okay. And did she indicate where she could make those

‘purchases from?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And can you tell the jury where that was?
A. It's called the valley inside the city limits of York,

which is also located in York County. It's on the south end
of the city.
Q. And are you familiar, from being involved in the work

with the York Police Department and the DEU on the York

'side, where the valley area 1is?

A. Yes, ma'amnm.
0. Can you tell the jury a little bit about the area?
A. It's pretty much I would say maybe middle class low
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INVESTIGATOR RAYFORD ERVIN - DIRECT BY MS. COLTON 187

that she would come and testify?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. ‘Now, on August 1l6th did you meet with Ms. Jennings?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And did you ask investigator Tanya Ervin to be involved

in this investigation as well?

A. Yes, I did.

0. And how come you did that?

A. Because a lot of the areas that we work know the
narcotic officers that worked that area. By Officer Ervin,
Tanya Ervin, being from Rock Hill, there would probably be
maybe one percent, if that, that they would know that she
was an actual officer, so that's why we brought her over.
0. Okay. Investigator Ervin, did you have an opportunity
to review the buy in this case?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Okay. And you were actually the case agent. Can you
tell the jury what the case agent is?

A. The case agent is the person that's in charge of
running the operation. They‘are pretty much -- their
responsibility is everything that goes on. If anything

happens to go wrong, it falls back on them.

Q. You organize it?
A. Yes, ma'amn.
Q. You basically give people their roles and what to do?
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