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Lee Lambrjght—-Direct Examination by Mr. Daniels

DEPOSITION OF LEE LAMBRIGHT -17-
so he said, "Well, I'll help you." So‘;— S0 we
just set up a time to go cut it.

Okay. So he asked you to do a tree project, -and
you«téll him that you would need a second hand;
and he said I'1l be that Second.hand aﬁd help
you?

Yeah.

And was h¢ there thétlday to help yoﬁ, to be that
éecond hand?

Right.

Is that correct?

Yeg.

Okay. And did you tell them that YOu owned a
chainsaw, that jou owned a conventional saw; -or
how did that conversation go?

I really don't recall.

You just told him you couid get the limb down?
You know, I guess, I.let him know somehow I had a
saw —-

Okay.

-- to do itiﬁitﬂ.

Did you use any of Mr. Hobbs' equipment'that day?

" No.

Whose ladder did you use?

My own.

176A
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Lee Lambright--Direct Examination by Mr. Daniels

b=

Fo0

10

. ladder.  Was Tommy working underneath the ladder?

- Okay.

DEPOSITION OF LEE LAMBRIGHT -29-

No. He was standing off to the side.

What wés he doing while you began to take the
branches down?

As far as I know, he was standing off to behind
me.

And is that.closer to Benny Roper's condo?

No. It was more to the left.

Okay.

Benny's condo was more to the south and --

I have a pﬁotograph here of, I think, what shows
the accident scene.. Do you recognize that?

Xeah.

Yeah.

And we'll mark this Exhibit No. 1. Can you point
to me where you indicated to the west where Tommy
Hobbs was standing as he began to --

It would be out this direction.

Okay. And thére's a Sharpie right here. Could
you nake a'mark where you think Tommy was
standing before the tree limb came down?

About in»heré somewhere.

Okay. Cpula you make a -- just make an "X", just

to make .it a little bit darker?
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Lee Lambright--Direct Examination by Mr. Danielé

DEPOSITIO);J OF LEE LAMBRIGHT -32-
Okay.
Okay? Andvthen'I'd come down, and I walked out
here. And by this time, the landscaper was
there, the guy that does the mowing.
Is that Daniel Lappin?
Yeah, he and his helper Ray. They were standing
over here in this area where I have marked for
Tommy .
Okay.
And so we stood there and talked a little bit.
Just what we talked about, I'm not sure. But
anyway, this tree limb Waé standiﬁg, still
standing up against this ladder and the tree.
Okay. So to'get it down, it had to be tipped out
towards thé house. And so I -- these guys were
all standing over in here, I would say, at leaét
25 to 30 feet away from where the limb was
standing up against the»tree. And I walked in
behind that bigblimb to tip it out, to get it on
the ground. And it was so thick in there, that
when I -- I never saw Tommy move. I thought he
was still over here on the side, but apparently
he walked -- well, he had to. He walked in
there.

Can you put an arrow towards where he walked --
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Lee Lambright--Direct Examination by Mr. Daniels

L ONE B © B

DEPOSITION OF LEE LAMBR[GHT. -34~
And then like a long arch, it tipped over?
Corfect. “
And that's when the branch fell and hit Tommy
Hobbs in the head?

Yeah. That splintered end hit him on the top of

“the head.

And was it the end that was attached to the tree
frunk?

Yeah.

Okay. So it sort of did a somersault when you-
pushed it and hit him on top of the head; is that
right?

Yeah.

Okay.

Yeah. It just sort of flipped on out.

At the time of the accident, when you pushed the
branch forward and it hit Mr. Hobbs, how far
apart was Tommy Hobbs and Daniel Lappin standing?
I would guess at least 20 feet.

Okay. So there wasﬂ20 feet between Lappin and
Hobbs. Could you see where they were standing
through all the branches when you pushed the tree
forward?

Not really, but --

Were the tree branches and leaves blocking your
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Lee Lambright--Cross Examination by Mr. Wooten

DEPOSITION OF LEE LAMBRIGHT -59-~

And was there anybody like working with you to

make sure nobody was in the way?

No.

And you said that you think the only thing that
the HOA did wrong was not hiriné a professional.
What do you think would have been done
differently if they had:hired a professional?

Who knows, I don't know. They érobably-would
have come with a boom truck that has a lift on
it. And those guys; they tend to cut.pieces,
like they may have cut part of the limb éut on
the end and.wbrked back towards the main trunk.of
the treé. I'm just guessing that they could have

done that. And they may have just cut the whole

‘thing off like I.tried to do, but --

* Do you think that they would have had somebody

there on the ground to keep pebple out, to keep
people away from the danger --

Well, they ~-- you know, they do-that stuff every

»:day. And they get hurt too occaéionaliy, just

had a guy in Easley about a year ago got killed
by a falling tree or a limb. You probably heard

about that, that Gantt. Yeah, it's a -- it's

‘dangerous work, no doubt about it.

Did you actually see the limb hit Tommy?
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