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i ' P(.llt~oj\e.r C OF'! 

1. STATE OF SOUTH CARoLINA 
) 

.IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 
G') 

<.'OUm'Y OF GEORGETaoIN ) 
fOR THE FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

m. ) 
0-

(")l> ::0 
17) 

) 
INDICTMENT CASE No: I, 

~ 

JODY L~ WARD, 
) 

03-GS-22-1030 & 1031 ~3: -4 

~" 
Petitioner, } 

;JIi:~ 
o~_ z? 

I 

) 

nM ~. 
vs. ) 

.'101'ION FOR NEW- TRIAL BASED ON n~. -00 
c: 

) 
AFTER DISCOVERED EVIDENCE g =i x 

.~ 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
) 

;0,..,- :< 
ResPOndent. } 

Pursuant to: SCRCrimp Rule 29(~ 
en 
n 

The <>bove named Petitioner, ves before this Court for a Motion for a 
I 

Trial Baaed on ~fter-Discove Evidence pursuant to South CarOlina : 
Criminal Procedure Rule 29(b)~ 

JURISDICTION 

AFTER DISCOVBRBD BVI' BIICS: In order to be entitled to a n ~ I 

trial on the 9round of atter discovered evidence, the movant s 
I 

reQuired to demonstrate th t the evidence: 
; 

I 

Cl). is Such that i t ~ill probably change the resul t it a n 
I 

trial is granted; 

(2). was diScovered after' rial; 
, 
! 

(3). could not have been discovered before trial by exercise 0 

due diligence; 

(4). is material to 

(5). is not impeaChing or ~ rely cumUlative. 

See also: SCRCrimP Rule 29( ) 
POST TRIAL ~OTIONS: 

(b) Nev Trials Sased on 
Discovered Evidence. 

L. 
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-: 



mzm . ... 

'I' .. , 

INDEX 

~ .. :~ .. 

'. Jurisdiction ••.•.•••...•..••.•...• 
~ . . . . . . . . . . 

Index •..••....•....... 

Procedure History of the 

Facts and Issue ••.•••••• 

f: Discussion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 2. 

ase •. '" .••.••••••. 3-4 

................ · .. s -7 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Conclusion •.•••••••....•.....•••...••...•..•• 12. 

Ex h·i bit s. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• .................... A ~ B; c. ; 0; E; F 

.. ; 

.. ' 

.-:::: . 

2. 



], . 
! 

l.~· '.' 
1 ",' • . 1. ~ • • 1 ' 

", ., 

PROCE' URAL HISTORY OF THE CASE 

Pet i tioner (JOdy L nn Ward) was indict ed in July 2003 in 
I 

Georgetown County for:the alleged murders of Wilford Brown and 

Elton Rutledge, Jr. 

Peti tioner proceeded trial by a jury and Judge on Marich 

15-18, 2004. The ultimately convicted Petitioner as 

indicted and the H norable Paula H. Thomas sentencld 

Petitioner to tYo-2 co current life sentences. A timely notile 

of appeal was filed a' d the appeal was reviewed pursuant Jo 

Anders vs. California n which the Court of Appeals affirmJd 

the sentences and conv ctions January 26, 2007 (2007-UP-048)[ 

A timely rehearing was f i I ad and rehearing, was denied Marcb 

22, 2007. Subsequently, thereafter Petitioner filed petitioh 

for Writ of Certiorar'. The petition for certiorari wai 

wi thdrawn by Pet i t ioner June 29, 2007 and the remi t ti tur .. aJ 

thereafter handed doYn ~he the circuit court. Petitioner filei , , I 

his first application f r Post Conviction Relief '"PCR") JUli 

II, 2007. An evidentiary hear lng was convened May 1, 2008;, BYi 

way of ... ritten Order 

application. 
he Honorable Judge John denied the 

On :-lay 27, 2008, Peti: ioner 3ubmitted a timely Rule 59(e), 

SCRCP, motion to alter/a end judgement. August 6, 2008, Judge 

John denied the Rule 59(e) motion. A timely notice of appeal 

September 8, 2009. 
2009 and the remittitur 

was filed and Pet i t ioner for Writ of Cert iorar i August 20, 

based on -new rule-

, 
Petitioner filed his 3 cond PCR application July 13, 2009 

, while his first PCR vas currently 

3. 

BatS"'/'.:sftMMM3 
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being reviewed on certiorari. Respondent made a Return and 

Motion to dismiss. \ Conditional Order of Dismissal ~a8 
made his timely opposition to ~he issued and 

I 
dispositive pleading.; January 13, 2010 a final order -1 <la Ss 

i3sued granting the R'spondents motion to dismiss. 

A timely notice of ppeal was filed in this Court that 

ultimately deaied dismissed. The remittitur was handed 

down about April 1, o. 

Petitioner filed a hird PCR application May 4, 2010 baaed 

rule" of 1 w. The Respondent filed ,J Return ard 

to di3miss June 1, 2010. Petitioner lodged a timelY 

opposition to the Respondent's dispositive pleading June 14, 

on a "new 

Motion 

2010. A Condi t ional issued and Petitioner lodged a 

timely opposition to t e Conditional Order. A final Order was 

issued granting the R spondent' s motion on July 20, 2010. A 

It· 

timely notice of was fileci", accompanied with a pro-se 
. 1·' 

Petitioner filed a Reply brle • petition August 18, 10. 

certiorari was ultimate y denied August 18, 2011. 

Petitioner filed a _ Notice of Petition for 

Jurisdiction; Petition or Original Jurisdiction; Petition for 

I in South Carolina Supreme Court on ~rit of habeas Corpus 

October 31, 2011. 

It .... as ultimately on ~ovember 16, 2011; to fUlli 
exhaust all State remedies. Petitioner herein files his motion 

for New trial Based On After-Dis~overed Evidence herein. 

4. 
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FACTS AND ISSUE 

Petitioner herein oS informed and believes in ,-<,ood fath 

t hat (>1 i c h cl e 1 And r ew A b n e '1,) a v e d "t-1 u r d~F Q r H ~ " to his a 11 e ( e d 

victims that Petitioner was convicted for mUj;"<..ierinQ' b,y trJal 

~. 

Petitioner directs t Ie Court herein to what's been marked a~ 

Fortior Exhibit /\ - Let 8r written to Lynn I'lard P<:titioner',3 

mother from r-lichae1 Andr~w Abner. By readin<j the l<.!tter it is !in 

f ' f fl. d " h " \ uct eV10ence 0 A ter D1~COVel"e EVllJenCe t at Pet1tloners 

trial juri never heard .jn~, it will f_n;"obdbly <..:hange the r02!..lults It 
a nelN trial is Cjrant02d; was uiscoven~d on or about October 2G~1 
th02reiore this is after Pl?titionel-'s 2004 Corial, which could ndt, 

have b02en discovered I:;efol e teial by 8xercise of UU02 diligence, 

:::' n:::: i:: .:::: bit"u:~ t: :::o:~ :':~<":< ::oben.er t.~" c·o:mei< :ta:d k ::::r 
""henever his killed his last victim on or (lbout January 12, 2010 

\ 
""here he demitted to ki11irg (2) tlNO other victims more t·han (20) 

h : t' k ' .. h'b· l twent)' years a<jo, In teState 0 Kentuc y. see; Fortlolr Ex 1 10 

c- ... ·here Petitioner was tri:?atea at Georg02town r-lemorial 1I0spit.:t] 

ior tive (5) stab '",ounds (~) three stab wounds under left dempit 

on side; (1) stab '",ound to fLeft elbow; (1) one stab wound between 

1 eft i n d e x un d en i d d 1 e fin <j I? r t hat ',", d S t rea ted '''' i t h s tit c h es and 

W' a sin f 1 i c ted by (>1 i c h del A f1 dee w A b n e r , set:: : for t i 0 rEx h i bit D-

inc id02n t repoe t • 

Fortior Exhibit E- is ,:.;rot er cestilllOny of '.iitnesses that · .. ill 

5'. 
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t.:!stifi' at the heat"ing ot thi.::> Cdse het"ein. (2) ... itn<::sse~ b8 n<] 

Rondie J. \'iat"d and cat"ol S. \'Jat:'d \.rho ~iichael Abnet:' called on lhe 

I tele~hone and admitted t t-'aying Petitionet:' (2) alleyed victims 

" i'i u nh:n' f 0 t:' Hit:' e". The t:' e '0 t:' t! i s flI ate t:' i a 1 tot h e i oS sue h e t:' ~ i n 1 n d 

is not llllt-'eaching Ot:' flIet:' 1)' cumulative. 

Petitionet:' sUbmits that he 1.:; entitl ... d to a heat:'ing dS a 

mattet:' 01 l.:.i .... 

See: FOt"tiet:' Exhibit F- A [idavit Ashh", J. vJat:'d 

The Aftet:'-Oiscovered Evidence must reflect u~on the 

defendant's innocence. Ce et'alli" A 1lI0tion tot:' a he ... Tt:'ial shoulld 

be consideead .... hell Ne\.r' Ev dence is Di,:;cov0reu; Ot:' ... hen tJe ... 

Evidence is di.::>covered aider the cOllit.-letion of State PCR, see: 

Simpson v. Hoore. 627 5.d.20 701. 708 (".C. 2006). In this Cdse 

at hana Petitioner has ex,!.usted a tried "y· Jury in 2004; ,nd aL 

Stace eemedies; PCR ... ls IHdd i'lay 1st, 2008. This Nl ... 
Attet:'-Discovet:'ed Evid<o!nce ... as not cJiscoV<o!t:'laci until ... ell dftlt:' 

2008. 

Th<o! Petitionee baeas 

each element for the Cour 

state, 299 S.E.2d 654, 85~ 

the bueden of 

to qt:'ant th<o! 

l--t:'oof dnd must satisfly 

motion, see: Hal' d <o! n vi. 
(s.c. 1983). The motion must be filed 

before the trial couct 'ff' ch Jurisdiction ovee the conviction, 

see: S.C.R. Crim.p. 29. 

The f.Jeovisions of Rule 29(b) i-Jldce no time limitations on a 

lIlotion tor a New trial ba ed on 

State v. Sk.::lnn, 513 s.£.21 98, 

~. 

f' , , £ ' ~. I A tec-D1scovececJ 'Vlaence. ""ee': 

100 (S.C.1998), (Granting motioh 

~. 
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DISCUSSION 

AFTER DISCOVERED EVI ENCE: In order to be entitled tp a nrw 

trial on the ground of a ter discovered evidence, the movant !is 

reQuired to demonstrate tat the evidence: 

(1). is such that it will probably change the result if, a new 
I 

trial is granted. 

(2). was discovered after trial. 

'3). could not have been' discovered before trial by exercise of 

due diligence • 

(4). is material to ue; and 

(5). is not impeaching or erely cumulative. 

see: state v, Allen, 276 S C. 412, 279 S.E.2d 365 (1981); 

State v. Caskey, 273 .C. 325, 256 S.E.2d 737 (1979); 

state v~ Prince, 316 .C. 57, 447 S.E.2d 177 (1993); 

State v. Freeman, 319·' S.C. 110, 459 S.E.2d 

(Ct App.1995)i 

State v. Needs, 333 s.C. 134, 508 S.E.2d 857 (1998); 

State v. Taylor, 333 ~C. 159, 508 S.E.2d 870 (1998); 
I 

State v. Hill, 360 S.C~ 13, 598 S.E.2d 732 (Ct.App.2004). 

; 

A motion made on the round of after-discovered evide~ce 

8617 

is 

addressed to the sound disc etion of the trial court,and a denial 
; I 
; J 

motion will be 
I 

appeal unless abuse of of the not o lerturned on an 
I 

discretion amounting 
, 

to an! error of law is shown. Bettis v. 

Busbe" 283 S.C. 502, 323 S ~2d 536 (Ct.App.1984). 

8. 
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It is the better pr' ptice for a trial judge to specify the 

upon which he de' ies a motion for new trial b~sed In 
I 

after discovered State v. Pierce, 263 s.c. 23, 207 

S.E.2d 414 (1974). 

Although "due for the purposes of this motion 

has not bee" fully defined; in South Caroliila, in one 

the Court appl ied some ~mi tat ion to the concept. 

I recent case 
. I 

In State v. 

Spann, Spann was convicte 
, I 

of the 1981 Se~ual assaul t, robbery, 

and murder of Melvin Neil , as well ~s the burglary of 
i 

: I 
her home, . I 
S.c. 399, 

I 
and received a death sente!ce. See: State v. Spann, 279 

308 S.E.2d 518 (1983). Be,ween July and November 1981, wiithin a 
I 

i 

twelve mile radius in York 'County, Mrs. Neill and two other women 
I 

, 
\iere killed in a simila ! fashion. After Spann was convicted, 

another person, Johnny Hul ett, was convicted of one of th~ othe~ 

ki 11ings. 

Spann filed a new t ial motion based on after-disdovereC;t 

avidence. 

of three 

forensic 

analysis 

Dr. 

At the new trial 

expert witnesses 

psychiatrist (Or. 

and criminal pers 

Spita testified t 

a method he ha 

h ' d h ,. I earlng, Spann presente t e testllDony 

i a forensic pathologist (Or.Spita); 1 
:Taney); and an expert in crime: scenl 

profiling (Mr.Res;ler). 

three women were stranglea in a 
, I 

unique yay, 

years of practice. He 

never before observed in forty, three 

testified to other factual sil1lilaritieJ 

between the crimes, and i opined 

responsible for ·dl three ,urders. 

: I tha tone perpet rator; was 

Or. Taney testified theithreJ 
i 

murders were committed by ai single individual, ~ sexual sadistic 

:nurderer. He testified t \ the psychiatric characteristics of , 
I 

9. 
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these types of killersl opind basad upon his examination of 

the appellant that it v s ~impossible" that Spann had committed 

these offenses. Dr. Tan;y also testified that sexual sadisJic 
I : ' I 

killers are almost alvay': psychiatrically disturbed vhit~ males. 
, I', I 

Spann vas a blQe'" man v'th no history of psychiatric pr;oblemsi 
: . I I 

Hullett was a vhite m :le with a long psychiatric ~isto~y. 

Finally, Mr. Ressler killer of these three wbmen as 
I 

a white male in his to mid-thirties with a ~istory 

of mental illness, who w ~ either single or had a dystun~tional 

marriage, a person wi th b i3arre fantasies, a history of Ch:ildhObd 

abuse, and knowledge of t ~ area. Spann did not fit this ~~Ofill. 
i : I 

The circuit Court Ju ge found the expert testimony "thought 
: I; I 

provoking" "intrig iing~ and specifically found that 
, I I and 
' , 

Mr.Resssler's testimony a reasonable inference' as to 

I i I 
,Judge re j ected th,e test imony !of ai 1 

,for the granting of a new! trial, 

(Spann's] innocence." 

. - three experts as 

however, finding the ~ence 

0plnlons were based were 'II in 
I 

trial, and thus could haV~\been 

the exercise of due dil i~~nce. 
! 

and science upon which! theJr 
I 

existence at the time of ~pann's 
I 

discovered by his attorney~~ wi~h 

The Supreme Court diSagre~d wiJh 
i 

the trial judge. The Cour· stated, "for the attorney's t~ have 
i 

pursued these types of ex :erts, they would first have nee;ded tr 
recogni zed the g lmi I ar it i e: bet ween the cr imes, s imil ar i t ~lles no\t 

apparent at the time to the experts (i. e. law enfOr\Cement 

investigaton and the path logist) involved in all three casesf 

We hold that the due d lugence standard imposed upon triai 

10. 
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attorney'. can not be s :id to be this high". The suprem~ co,rt 

held "the c i rcui t court ~ udg e commi t ted an error of law:, under 

the unusual facts of t I case, in holding that thJ neWllY 

could have been discovered; by tlhe' discovered expert t s 
I 
I 

·axercise of due d~l.igence i. The Court reversed the trial 'Court t s 
I I 

ruling and remanded for f ,rther proceedings. 

NOTB: A motion to reopen : case 
I for additional t-estimony ~ill be 

denied where counsel does; not proffer : I 
the testimony and does not 

i I in out come of the case. 
I I 

410 S.E.2d 596 (Ct.App~1991). 

3how' that it would make a d iff erence 
j 

~w~r~i~g~h~t~v~.~S~t~r~l~·c~k~l~a~n~d, J06 ~.C. 187, 

! I Petitioner submits t 'at under the unusual facts of his case 
iii 

that he is entitled to a ~w trial. He submits that he meets all 

I I I five criteria to be enti lIed to a new trial on the gro~nds of, 
I I 

, after disc~vered evidence. i 

Petitioner 
I . i 

herein ~bmits Fortior Exhibits which will 

the new lVidence meets the requested C~i terJa demonstrate that 

that was explained in : I facts and issues of this motion. 
I 

Petitioner further submit: that the hereto attached prof~.r + 
he wishes to call at the new the testimony of the 

trial hearing of this 'n herein. 
I 
i 

II. 

1 
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CONCLUSION 

l 
WHEREFOR!, based on the fore90ing Motion· for· a New Trial 

. i I should issue in the inst nt matter or in the alternative th~s 
I 

I Court should fashion any vailable equitable relief varran~ed • 

I 

i 
Respectfully submitt~dl 

11. 
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'''t;IIlU~''''y ut:panment or Corrections - I tTender Online Lookup System 
, . : \ 

.. \ 

•~~ KENTUCKY ~, 
OEPARTMENT of CORRECTIONS 

... J',~OFFENDER ONUNE lOOKdp SYSTEM?~~';~':= -:~-~~:....-- - -~-.~ - - ---, : -, . ~ -, :.~ . -~ --. ,---:.. .. .. -::=-.:::::---::::=:-: 

Home 

Detail Listing 
of 04/08/2011 03:00 PM 

NOTICE: Inmate d~ta new 120 days might n~t have been fi 

Offender Information 

Nama: ABNER, I-tICHAEL ,:.. 
Inmate SP~UID: 836'1') I 207751 

Faoili ty: -"c -' ',-' -.:.'-' ::.-." ~--'---t-'-'---'-'-
Age: 413 
Race: ~"Ih i. te 
Gender: 1·liI Le 
Eye Color: (;re~n 

Hair Color: Gray or Parti.all 
Height: S' 07" 
Weight: 1501bs. 
Inst Start Date: 04/14/2010 

.. , 
I I· 1 ~'. .:.: J: .". ~ I 

: : ::.: . i:' !::' 
. _. I • 

.\Iiases 

No aliases found for this nrr'AnnA 

Conviction Information 

l .• :-!. :; 

,;r; .' 

ndictment Count: 001 
RS Code: 439.3401 

ized. 

Indictment #: 10-CR-0006 
rime Date: 03/08/2010 
onviction Date: 04/27/2010 
onviction County: Pulaski 

etony Class: X l 
entence lenqth: 0999 years 99 month 
9d s \ 

hnp:llapps.corrections.ky.gov/KOOLlioffi , ')lnm=83679&Action;Oetail&Pagenum=2 II 
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,,-entUCKY uepanment or CorrectIOns - U :lender Online Lookup System Pag~ 2 of3 

Offense: MURDER - H B4SS 

Offense Number 2 

Indictment It: 10-CR-0006 
Crime Date: 01/12/2010 
Conviction Date: 04/27/2010 
Conviction County: Pulaski 

Offense: MURDER - HB4SS 

Offense Number 3 

Indictment it: 10-CR-0006 
Crime Date: 03/08/2010 
Conviction D;;)te: 04/27/2010 
Conviction County: Pulaski 

Offense: ~-1URDER - HB4SS 

Offense Number ,I 

Indictment It: 10-CR-0006 
Crime Date: 01/12/2010 
Conviction O;Jte: 04/27/2010 
Conviction County: Pulaski 

, I 

I 
· i 

I 

· I 
· I 

Offense: BURGLARY, 1ST DEGREII 

Offense Number 5 : 

Indictmenttt: 10-CR-0006 
Crime Date: 03/08/2010 
Conviction Date: 04/27/2010 
Conviction County: Pulaski 

Offense: BURGLARY, 1ST DEGREE! 

Offense Number 6 

Indictment II: 10-CR-0006 
Crime Date: 03/08;2010 
Conviction Date: 04/27/2010 
Conviction County: Pulaski 

Offense: ARSON IN THE 1ST DEGJ lEE 

Offense Number 7 I 

Indictment It: 10-CR-0006 
Crime Date: 03/08/2010 
Conviction Date: 04/27/2010 
Conviction County: Pulaski 

Offense: ROBBERY, 1ST OEGREE 

Offense Number 3 

Indictment /1: 10-CR-0006 
Crime Date: 01/12/2010 

, i 

I 

[ndictment Count: 001 
KRS Code: 439.3401 
felony Class: X I I .. 

Sentence Length: 0999 years 99 months 
99 days i I 

[ndictment Count: 001 
KRS Code: 439.3401 
Felony CI;;)s5: X 

. , 
1 
I 

! 

I 

Sentence Length: 0999 years 99 months 
99 days .: I 

Indictment COUllt: 003 
KRS Code: 511.020 I 

Felony Clc15S: a I 
Sentence Length: 0020 years 00 months 
00 days ; I 

Indictment Count: 003 
KRS Code: 511.020 
Felony Class: a 
Sen~ence Length: 0020 years od months 
00 days ! I 

Indictment Count: 004 
!<RS Code: 513.020 
Felony Class: A 
Sentence Length: 0020 years OO! months 
00 days '1 I 

I I 

Indictment Count: 002 I 

KRS Code: 515.020 I 

Felony Class: a ' 
Sentence Length: 0020 years oo\months' 
00 days I 

Indictment Count: O()2 
l( RS Code: .515.020 

I I 
I I 

http://apps.corrections. ky .gov/K OOLIiotTre~. asp? r nm=~n6 7CJ&Action=Oetai I&Pagenum=2 4/23120 I I 
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~\ I, 

Conviction Date: 04/27/2010 ; 'I 

Conviction County: Pulaski 
. i , 

Offense: ROBBERY, 1ST DEGREE! 

Offense Number 9 i 

Indictment it : 10-CR-0006 
Crime Date: 03/08/~010 
Conviction Date: 04/27/2010 
Conviction County: Pulaski 

Offense: ROBBERY, lST DEGREE I 

Parole Information 

Felony Class: 8 
I 

Sentence Length: 0020 years 00 months 
00 days' " I 

i I 

Indictment Count: 002 I 

l(RS Code: 515.020 
Felony Class: 8 ! 

Sentence Length: 0020 years 00 months 
00 days I I 

I I 

No parole information found for~ his offender. 

Send comments dnd 3llqgestion,g to "-,-,KOO=L~e=so=u=r=ce=-=.T=ea=1D 

I 

I .I 

Copyright (<::) 2004 Commonwealth o'f Kentucky 
.A.II righd reserv1ed. 

I 

http://apps.corrections.ky .gov/K OOLIi otfre rasp') r nm=R36 7CJ&Action= Detai I&Pagenum=2 4/23/20 I 
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I Page I of 3 . . Abner gets life for triple homicides}) Loc I News}) Commonwealth Journal 
• . I 

I 
I . 

802608 Abner-

local news 
, 

AprilZS, 2010 

I 

Michael Abner, 47, at 
Eubank, admitted in 
Pulaski Circuit Court 
Wednesday that he 
killed Jack Roerin~, 79, 
and - more than 20 
years ago - Mamie 
Mercer, 80, and Mae 
Stringer, 88. Pulas~i 
Circuit Judge Jeffrey T. 
Burdette sentenced 
Abner to lite in prisbn 
without the possibility of 
parole. ; 

I 

ets-life-for-tri' Ie-

By HEA THER&#8200;PYlES. CJ Staff ' riter 
I 

(http://somerset-kentucky.com) . I 

Somerset - SOMERSET -A man accus I d of killing no fewer than three people pleaded builty to 
I . 

murder and other charges in court yester ay. ~ 
, 

Family and friends of Jack Roerink, Mami I Mercer and Mae Stringer crowded into the Pul1ski COl!.lnty 
Circuit Courtroom Wednesday morning t' Ihear Michael Andrew Abner, 47, plead guilty in the killirlgs 
of the three victims.' . I I 

I , 

"I'm just glad it's over," said Andy Mercer, grandson of Mamie Mercer, who Abner admitted to killing 
more than 20 years ago.' : 

Abner appeared to be fighting tears Wed ~sday morning as he, several. law enforcement officials, 
several attorneys and onlookers waited fo ~ a hearing that would last no more than 20 minJtes. 

I . 
Abner appeared with his attorney, Jim Co i, before Pulaski Circuit Judge Jeffrey T. Burdett~ 
Wednesday for the pleadings. He was ori 'inally scheduled to appear for an arraignment tdday, but 
those plans were moved up once a plea d ; al was met. I 

I I 
I I 

Abner was arrested on Tuesday, Jan. 12 'fler authorities discovered he'd broken into the hi ome of 
Jack Roerink, who was 79 at the time of h ~ death. ~ 

Authorities discovered Roerink's body in h·l home in Eubank and Abner, who reportedly k~ew 
Roerink, was found a short while later afte : officers traced Roerink's missing truck to Abners ex-wire'S 
home. Investigators said Abner stabbed R erink multiple times with' a kitchen knife during the incident 
before taking several items and fleeing wi't I some of Roerink's property, including his truck\ J 

hit p:ll somerset -k en tucky. comll ocal/' I 2998 I 260!ll Abner -gets-I if e-tor -. ri pi e-hom icides · 411 7 QO I I 
I . 
I 
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Abner gets life for triple homicides» Local ; ews» Commonwealth JOurnal ; r-agt:: k Ul .l 

" 

'. 
i 

Once he was in custody, Abner told law e forcement officials that he'd killed twice before. 
I 

Mamie Mercer's body was discovered in t{ 'r South Hart Road home in the Saline community on 
Wednesday, Oct. 12, 1983 in her bed, a vi Itim of strangulation, and Abner was questioned ~uring an 
investigation by Kentucky State Police. H~ ras never arrested, and the case remained ope~ and 
unsolved throughout the years until Abner' arrest this year. . 

i , 
"When something like this happens, and it goes so long, people start looking at other peopl~ in the 
community," Andy Mercer said apout the 'urder that sent him and the rest of his family reeling. 

Commonwealth's Attorney Eddy F. Montg mery, reading from evidence received from auth,orities 
outlining Abner's confessions, said Abner, I ntered Mamie Mercer's home while another woman, who . , , 

lived with Mercer, was in the shower and trangled Mercer, unbeknownst to the other female. 
I , 

"You leam to live with this, but it's never f rgotten," Andy Mercer said. 
, 

: : i 
Mercer said his grandmother, who was a' : ligious woman and could be seen walking eve~where for 
her health, bought fire wood from Abner. ' 

"It rocked the neighborhood," Andy Merce : said about the murder. 
I 

Mamie Mercer was 80 years old at the tim' of her death, and Abner was 20 years old at th~ time of 
the incident. I 

"This brings closure to all of that," Andy M ! rcer added. 
! 

Abner strangled 83-year-old Mae Stringer in 1988, when he was 25 years old. 

I 

Stringer's family and investigators believe she had perished in a house fire on Dec. 2, 1988, but 
investigators said Abner stated he strangi Id the 83-year-old woman to death in her home on Ringgold 
Road before setting the hO':Jse on fire. : I. I I 
Montgomery, reading from statements re' I ived from the authorities, said Abner poured pe:rfume over 
Stringer's body and set fire to the home. ! I 

"There's been three victims that we've tal ad about here, and there's been more than 30 days in 
I I 

between the murders of each of these vic ims," Burdette stated to Abner during the hearing. "You've 
had an opportunity between the first and' $cond victims to ... admit, to offer some peace of mind t6 
the family of the first victim, but after 30 d :ys and after that time period, you did kill again. : 

, , 
I ' 

"Another 30 days or more passed, matter bf fact, years," Burdette continued. "(You had) an 
opportunity ... to redeem, or to talk to the' ~milies or the authorities to admit your wrongdoi,hgs, but 

you did not.". ' , I 

During Wednesday's hearing, Montgome I and Cox stated that it was revealed during a c6mpetency 
hearing that Abner's 10 was over 70, whi. h means he qualified for the death penaity if he'~ been 
found guilty through trial of the charges h I faced. 1 

. I ' 
Abner had been indicted on one charge <? Imurder, one charge of first-degree robbery andj one charge 
of first-degree burglary in connection with Roerink's death. He was also indicted on one count of I 
murder and one count of first-degree rob' ~ry in connection with Mercer's death, and he w~s indicted 

. I I I 
by a grand JUry on one count of murder, 9 i e count of first-degree robbery, one count of first-degree 
burglary and one count of first-degree ars • n in connection with Stringer's death. ' 

! 
Ilttp:llsomerset-kentucky.com/locallx 1299 '026081 Abner-gets-I i fe-for-tri pie-homicides 4/1712011 
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Abner gets life for triple homicides» Local News» Commonwealth Journal 

, , 

" 

I 
t"ag~ 1 Ul .) 

i , ft if 
Abner pleaded guilty Wednesday to thoStt ~ame charges. Montgomery recommended that he receive 
life in prison without the possibility of parol~ for each of the murder charges, 20 years in pri~on for 
each of the burglary charges, 20 years in' :rison for each of the robbery charges, and 20 ye'ars in 
prison for the arson charge. I : 

I ' 
Burdette accepted that recommendation a~er Montgomery stated that he'd spoken to the relatives of 
Roerink, Stringer and Mercer and receiv~( ! their approval of the plea and the sentences. : 

I ' 
; I 

"I believe that you deserve to be incarcerc ,ed for the remainder of your life, Q Burdette told Abner. 
I I 

.... ! 

Commonwealth Journal 1 p-112 E. Mt. Vernon St. Somerset, KY 42501 I 

I 

I 
, 

I 

I , 

I 
j 

I 

i 

~ 

i I 

http://somerset-kentucky, com/local/x 12<)( ~026081 Abner-gets-I i fe-for-tri pie-homicides 4/1i7l20 11 

==========----



J 
, ' 

118 I ' 
dOI ~ 

I ' , 

.. ,-
'.' 

''', 

j', 
.: £'~ 

. :Y: 
~-

~ 
t; 
.i 
r 
.. 
t, 

.l 
. ;"i 
.-~-

f 
:J . 
;~ 

i' 
.~ 

• 
~ 

. ~ 
".!'l 
. ~ 

" 

. ~ 
, 

" , 
. . ~ : 

,f . . 
I: I, 

I _.' 

.' ,", 

;1 



: '. 

, 
, :~ 

" 
" 

" 
: . 

. ~ 
-~ -
1--:' 
",,' 
'. 
,\ ,. 

I:' 
! 

L 

. I 
; r· 

GEORG . OWN MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 
, I I 

PO Drawer 1718/606 Black R rer Road/Georgetown, Be 29442/(803) 1527-7000 
E ~ B R G B:N e Y D B PAR T M B N T 

PATIENT ' I 
WARDS, c1e!7l"1""* S6D'1' 
EMERGENCY DEPT. PHYSICI 
s. O. Compagnone, N.D. 

PRIMARY CAR. PHYSICIAN 

SUMUARY 

ACCOUNT It 

I 

MEDICAL RECORD ff 
817968 I 

ADMISSION !DATH 
12/13/2000 

I 

HISTORY OF PRESENT ILLNE S: This 26-year-old white male prJsents 
to the emergency room be ause of multiple stab wounds. He ~as 
involved in an altercati In prior to coming to the ER. ! 
Slashing-type wounds evi ent1y done with a carpenter's chise'l. 
This was of the left upp Ir posterior chest wall. The wounds

l 
are 

about 3 em and two wound: of 2 and 1.5 cm of his left upper larm. 
He also has a wound over· his left elbow; chis is approximate'ly 2 
cm and 1-cm wound over t 'e palm of his left hand. When he f'irst 
came in, he had a chest- I-ray done, which showed no pneumoth~rax. 
The remainder of ~is phy ical examination, other than his : 
lacerations, were grossl . normal. 

IMMUNIzATIONS: He is tetanus diphtheria shot. 

PHYSICAL EXAMINATION: 

VITAL SIGNS: Grossly no, I 1. The patient d()es have panic attacks 
and his pulse was 132, blod pressure 184/78. 

EMERGENCY ROOM COURSE: was given Ancef 2 g. All wounds were 
cleansed and irrigated. hey were then all sutured with i 
interrupted #4-0 nylon su ures. He was given a prescription!for 
some Keflex 500 mg q. 6h. i 

DIAGNOSIS: 

Multiple stable wounds. 

DISCHARGB INSTRUCTIONS: 
the Keflex in the morning 
return in about 10 days f 

DO: 12/13/2000 TD:19:0S 
DT: 12/14/2000 TT:16:19 
744/53270 

, 
e is to start on his medication, i .Ie. , 

Take Tylenol or Advil for pain and to 
Ir suture removal. 
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ASSESSMENT ON ARRIVAl .CARI! OC-COWAORESTRAINfS ~'IIlJ~ I 
~ ~

mainllllned o obslructed 
OinlUbaled ~ oraUnasal airwtIt 

C Oolller. __________ _ 

o IYF UIOS rt 0 BACIQ!OMD 0 SPUNTSlAAMS , . ! o OX' ;eN 0 MAST 0 S"UNTIU:GS • IoIedIcIIiarc ----+-__ _ 
OMEl c:ATlOICS OCPfl OOTHER ,,"__ I I 
n- I tv. Solution. Albwrin. Blood. n..~ '''~ ........ AmI. NurM' O.A.~ JJ No 
•. ;- i BIoodProducta-AmounISlarted ---..... '- InMIad Initial 'NvittittIl /,qrLAeJ 

00' PuUolfN~ 
o~~ _______________ _ 

o CPR 
~ I 

~~+-----------------+--~--~--~--+-~~~ti~ 
I ' I 

PUIsc~ 
~ Monilar rhythm 
~ ----~--------
.~ Ski\:t;: tee::" 
~ =1 ~-t----------------.. --~~~_+'~,~------------~--~--~_J~_4--~--~OF~ 

• 

: I 0 C-Splne! 

CAshen 
CCyanolic 

LEFT 

~::.. 
CSluggiItI 

Othr. ______ _ 

~Eara: 
LEFT ~ RIGHT 

~~ 
CCSF 
CBIood 

CCSF 
CBIood 

~-------

9 1--+11 f----------+--+----I--'---+-~ 0 T-Spinel 

a e 1--'8: ------+---+----+--~+----I~Sp~~!~t~~ 
I---r:.'+---.-------------I---+---+---+---~--I 0 I Abdomen 7_ I OP .... , 

1--.. _#1+----.-,,-.. ----+-............ -"------;-;~-..I-,A ...... ~ 0 _---+_Humerua 
1-':':: '"··tu-_:;.r1l ... hM~.IIOICIIIICfI:h~~A~JJlL.tl~.::Oose=-_+_.Ja::¥--!li.lII~..;~~~· t::-~ 0 I Elbow 8. '79;: -1H ~ .... b..-po~~£JZ f)l~ Yj... 7lIl 00 --'II-For-

_---+_Wrilt 
5 • ill: iJ."J·· 7q~ I/I~ /if?) 0 _-.;.I_Hand 

o _-+I_HIp 
• • 1-...:...r-'t--------------+---+-----+---40 _-+I_Femur 3. OIKnM 
2 • 1--+-

1 
+----------------+----4------+------4, 0 _-+I_TIblFlb 

~~,~~A==.========~--~~~~~----------------J----1-----L----JO--;.I-A~ 
fl..J'qIIII OTender LMP____ 0 _--+'_FOCIC 
o Distended 0 NorItenc* FHT_____ 1-+, +----------------I----+------~----I [J 1 CT 
CFim 0 'UIS 

~ eo .... sounds C WNL C I-fypoacIIw C Hyparac .... I--+-+-----------+---+-------~-------i~ 
~ ,.OO1tler , : 0 UlA 

. ;; l"l~ U471.U'¥t~ 14Y1d. V i 0 H&H 
~iT4-,i.- -;:.7Ji#*Rf ,O:~L- " ' 0 Type X-maleft ----

~~==========================~-J~~~~~----~----L---1--~-l-----.J OT~~ _____ _ 
GLASGOW COMA SCALe i 0 Lvta I 

Uppr. A - E'tE PPeN TO r .... ,~ 'A8(J _____________ I 0 SMA -l-_____ _ 

~ L ~ l¥tJNI.li4 UMJ - S"'~ f4i lP~; ........ ·-+--:~ EKG I g ~:1 
~ lAiwt JtJ.r... J;J~\~. - . .J.J I. h.....L ,p; I 2 3 2 1 0 AmyIaM 

~ lDwr. R _ V II FW~ cIoMd 1 ~ 1 0 IJIher _____________ 0 ETCH I 
Ul ' 0 Prao. T 811 

VER iW- - -------------. 0 Senm I L __________________ _ ~~ l,<p : ' : t.-============~I ~o~Ur~ine~J-_____ -l 
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• Loc~ pain 5 5 URiNe i-===-====-----i 
1 WI!I~. • •• NG r-: 10·21 

1,5 
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• Georgetown 
Memoria' 

. Hospital 
P,O, DRAWER 1718. GEORGETOWN, sC 29442· ao3-~7·1\;()() 

E)(am Date: ]2-13-2000 
- Req5eq: 489Sil5 

I 
I 

I 
Name: WARD. JOD,( R 
DOB: OS-1~-1974 MR#1 e179~a 

499 DEER SPR 1 NG LOOP 
GEORGETOWN SC 29440 

TYPt:!d Dd te: 1 ~-13-2000 T I Inl?: lJJ.3 ,i 

Trnnscrlpt1ord!:St: V..J 

lJILKINSON, GEORGE A. PtfyptU 3 Room No. L_______ _ ______________ ~----__ 
Adm Or: WILKINSON, GEORGE A~ 

Adm 01 aq I NUL TI PLE '3T A~ WOU DS 
i 

MI-I 

PORTABLE A? CHEST! 

THE HEAR" AND MEOr ASTINAL CO TOURS HAVE AN UNREMARI<AALE APPEARANCE. 
THE LUNGS ARE CL£~f~ AND PULl1 NAR'( VASCULARHY I5WnHIN NORMAL LIr1ITS. 
THE VISUAL J ZED STRUCTURES AR' INTI'CT. 

rr'IPRESSION: NO ABN(IRf1AL 1 TIE~- DETEClED. 

.: I,-j 
/' .j' 

DICTATED BY: RADI'LOGIST: G,T. OfSCHAMP~ JR, M.D. 

I 

I 
j 
i 
I 

I 
I 
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, . . . « WARD JODY :>:> 

If you Qre allergic to peniq 
similar reaction tocephalos 
until all the medicine 

3~P. 2 

llin, there is a small risk you will hav.Ja 
orin antibiotics. Be sure to take antibf~tics 

unless you develop severe side effectsJ 

I 
Please note that birth contr 1 pills may not work as well as normal wnen you 
are taking an antibiotic. most common side effects of these drug,~' 'are: 
diarrhea, indigestion, stoma h cramps, and vomiting; women can get yeast 
infections with antibiotic i eatment. Please stop taking your medicin~;and 
call your doctor right away'f you have severe side effects, or any sYmptoms 
of drug allergy: hives, itch'ng, rash, fever, or breathing problems. I 
Cephalosporins have not beery shown co be completely safe in pregnancYj ------------------------------ -----------------------------------------------

ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS: 1 
TAKE ANTIBIOTIC AS DIRECTED: UNTIL ALL GONE - START IN AM 
TYLENOL/ADVIL AS NEEDED FOR~ AIN 
HAVE SUTURES OUT IN 10 DAYS 

------------------------------ ---------------------------------------- ------
FOLLOW-UP CARE: , 

Your physician today has been COMPAGNONE 
i 

For follow-up care you shoulq,see your doctor or return here in ,ays. 
When you see your doctor, bri g your medicines and instructions to the 
office. 'If you had x-rays, a EKG, or lab tests today, they have been, 
reviewed by your doctor. We: ill contact you at once if other importart~' 
findings are noted after fur~ ,er review by ,our staff. If you do not co~~inue 
to improve or if your conditin worsens, please call your doctor or th~~' 
emergency room right away. ' I,,' , 
I acknowledge receipt of thes instructions. I understand that my con1.lt.lon 
may require more care and wil arrange for further treatment as recommended . 

...... 
Signature 

Wednesday, December 

~ :: . . '. . '.' .. ' . :.. '. 

". ~ . . . . ~ 
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l'NY. I~NIU .1, I IOrYI 

• "vvuouv 

~~ . SC0220000 INCIDENT REPO ~T No Yes 
j 

, I 
" 

; 
LNTSI TYPE VICTIM . . INCIDENT TYPE COMPLETED FrnC8) ENlR't' PREMISE TYPE 
~ r.; IndIVidual 

1. 
13A ABHAN 

rYES rNO rYES rNO I 
r Business 
r Financial tl!l 

I 
r Government 

2. I rYES rNO rYES rNO r Relig.Orgo 
r Soc.lPubliC 

I 

I 
r Olher 

3. rYES rNO rYES rNO r Unknown I r Police ()If. 

~ 
INCIDENT LOCATION (SUBDNlSION, APARTMENT AND NUMBER, STREET NAM E AND NUMBER) ZIP CODE ~ONTYPE 

1714 GAPWAY RD, GEOR9 TOWN, SC 29440- LE~HAL CUTTING 
I I<::TCt IUC'MT 

INCIDENT DATE 24 HR. CLOCK TO DATE 2 HR. CLOCK DIS A. H A 1M ~4 H l K 
ILOCATION NO. 01 AI~. DISP. TIM..!;. TIM~ ARRIV.E~ D_~. IME 

: 
12113/2000·1 12113/2000 11:45 12113/2000 I 12:05 12:05 12:14 13:38 

COMPLAINANTS NAME (LAST, FIRST. MIDDLE) RELA T ONSHIP TO SUBJECT RESIDENT RACEISEX IAGE 1 
ETH DAYTIME PHON~ I EVENING PHONR I" I t2 t3 I 

ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

I 

I LOCATION NO. 

! 

L 

VICTIM'S NAME (LAST, FIRST. MIDDLE) RELA ONSHIP TO SUBJECT RESIDENT 
RACEr

X 
I AGE 

ETH DAYTIME PHON Psi I EVENING PHONE 
ABNER, MICHAEL, A 

1" 
t2 t3 I J W M 37 1 N 843-520-0650 B ~ 

AQ VO 

HEIGHT WEIGHT HAIR EYES I FACIAL HAIR. SCARS, TAnOO~ GLASSES, CLOTHING, PHYSICAL PECULIARITIES, ETC. 

I ~ 
508 145 BROWN BROWN 

~ ADDRESS I CITY STATE ZIP CODE I I LOCATION NO. 195 MEADOWLN GEORGETOWN SC 29440-

5 
V'5BJENJ..R'f(VCT.l) rYES NOr EXPLAIN- Lacerations a::.M'LANTCF 1>NfNONVSB..E ~ rYES NO r 

VCTlv1(NO. 1) USING: ALCOHOL r YES NO r UNK. r DRUGs:r YE~ NOr UNK. r TYPE: I 
MQMIINWi r;: CN:M'NI.€H r. ~r OMRr.: I,/UHF! ASSS1B)r:::; • J·This Jurisdiction. S·Slate. O-Ou1 at Stale. I U-Unknown. 

NAME (LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE) I RACE SEX AGE ETH. DATE OF BIRTH HEIGHT 1't0.EX3 1fT HAIR EYES 
rSUSPECT 1 

I,: 

rRUNAWAY I 

i rWANTED FACIAL HAIR, SCARS, TAnOOS, GLASSES, CLOTHING, PHYSICA PECULIARITIES, ETC. DAYTIME PHON~ I EVENING PHONE 

rWARRANT B Pe 
rARREST 

ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE lOCATION NO. 

I ./ r JAIL 

',' 

9..S..ECTlNJ 1)L9G ALCOHOL rYES NO rUNK. r 

I~ 
1D~CJ=FellESCENE r'I'ES NO r DATEfTIME OF OFFENSE DATEITIME OF ARREST rSUMMONS 

CR..GS: r YE S NO r UNK r l'Ifl< ~ . I 
DAY OF THE WEEK I HOW REPORTED lA- OFFICER DISPATCHED ON. ALL 0- COMPLAINT WRITIEN IN OIFF. FACTOR :A- RESIST ANCElHOSTIUTY. E- COMPL1ANT FRE-

S I MIT I WiT I F I SlUNK :B- REPORT TAKEN BY PHONE I 
:B-WEAPONS aUENTL INTOXICATEP 

I I I I E- OFFICER INITIATED lC- UNFOUNDED CALLS F- OOMESTIF frr-I r I 1 ie- COMPLAINANT WALKED IN F-OTHER :0- MENTAL SUBJECT N- NORMIAL 

UNITS FROM THE SHERIFF'S OFFICE WERE CALLED. 

ABHAN I . 
0195 MEADOW ST. IN REFERENCE TO A STABBING AT APPRPXIMATELY 

12:00 PM ON 3-13-200. MICHAEL ABNER WAS SEATE ON THE FLOOR OF THE RESIDENCE AND APPEARED TO HA'{E SEVERAL 

I INJURIES ON HIS FACE AND HEAD AREAS. ABNER S ATED THAT HE WENT TO 1714 GAPWAY ROAD TO TALK TO JQ)DY WARD. 

ABNER STATED THAT WARD RAN OUT OF THE RESI[ ENCE AND ATTACKED HIM WITH A KNIFE. ABNER SAID THATIFEARING 

FOR HIS LIFE, HE PULLED A WOOD CHISEL AND DEF. NDED HIMSELF AGAINST WARD, ABNER WAS TRANSPORTEID TO THE 

, EMERGENCY ROOM BY EMS. APPROXIMATELY TWE NTY MINUTES LATER CENTRAL DISPATCH ADVISED UNITS TH!AT WARD 

WAS AT THE EMERGENCY ROOM FOR TREATMENT ,< N THE INJURIES HE SUSTAINED. ACCORDING TO WARD ABN~R CAME TO 

THE RESIDENCE ON GAPWAY RD. AND IMMEDIATEL ATTACKED HIM (WARD) WITH THE WOOD CHISEL STABBING riM 

. SEVERAL TIMES 

-. 

-, 

JURISDICTION OF THEFT 
LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY LAW ENFORCEME T AGENCY 

JURISDICTION OF ,ECOVERY 

i'rPE(a:v..P) nOTAL VALUE 

i STU.EN I 0 

; 00"M0CHl I 0 

'"' fl.Roe) I 0 
~ 
~ ~ I 0 

SB2ED I 0 

I 
. SUBJECT IDENTIFIED SUBJECT LOCATED 

I 
S.F.c=J IF ACTIVE r ADM. CLOSE DE ARRESTED UNDER 18 r ex.qLEAR UNDER 18 

~ YES NO r r; YES NO r r UNFOUNDED ARRESTED 18 AND OVEF r EX.qLEAR 18 AND OVER 

fVSOoj FOR EXCEf'TCNI!la.£ARA'CE: 1. r Cfl'eaRCEATH 2 r NO f'RI:EEClJTIi . 3 r ElCTRIIOTl::N cem 4 r I.{;ThlI:E:l.N:Sa:x:f'ERAlDt 5 r .J.Jo.eUi;vCL.5TCO'r. 

REPORTING OFFICER(S) DATE UNIT APPROVING OFFICER DATE I lJUIT 

I 
NUMBER "UMBER 

Edwards, James 12113/2000 12:05:00 lED31 I lSMS3 I 
Owens, Wayne 1211312000 , 10W78 FO.l.ONU' 'J-TI:8'I ..Iad<s:n Ra-dt 12119/20009:47·28 l.lA66 , 

I I'MSTrArcN r.;'I'ES NOr '" 

.. ---



ADDIT ONAl NARRATIVE 
. , 

: 
lenty-~8m8: • 

Georgetown County Sheriff. SC0220000 
IRepo<1DateITime: 

1200080( 

_~: IN THE LEFT SIDE. BRUCE RICHARDSON (248-3954) WHq WAS AT THE RESIDENCE SAID THAT HE HEARD A COMMOTIO~ AND 
. >/HEN HE WENT OUTSIDE HE SAW THE TWO MEN FIGHTI~ G AND ABNER HAD A YELLOW HANDLED WOOD CHISEL AND 'f'JAS 
: -TABBING WARD IN THE SIDE WITH IT AS WARD WAS HITjT ING HIM (ABNER) IN THE FACE WITH HIS FIST. RICHARDSON TOOK THE 
'-:HISEL FROM ABNER AND BROKE THE TWO UP. ABNER tHEN GOT IN HIS TRUCK AND LEFT THE AREA BOTH MEN WE~E BilNG 

~ REA TED AT THE HOSPITAL AND INVESTIGATOR JACKS0r"-J WAS CALLED TO PROCESS THE SCENE. A YELLOW HAN OL$ WOOD 
-; :HISEL. A LEATHER JACKET WORN BY ABNER, AND A WH TE SHIRT WORN BY WARD WERE TAKEN FOR EVIDENCE. TH. RE IS NO 
t~. URTHER INFORMATION AT THIS TIME . 
. ~{ . 
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(1). PROFFER 1ESTIMONY OF RONDIE J. WARD 

Nichael Andrew Abner calle d Rond i e J. l'lard and told h 1m that he 

I 

paid Jody Lynn l'lard's allEged victims "Murder Fo~ H"ire" , to kill 

DIFFERENCE I~ THE OUTCOME OF THE CASE 

Since the trial Jury n~ver heard this at the first trial it ~ould 
I 

make a difference in the :putcome of the case if a new trial 

granted; because the JU y could infer reasonable doubt 

Petitioner's guilt. 

(2). PROFFER' TESTIMONY OF CARL S. Ward 

Carl S. Ward was on the :point spare phone line and also heard 

l'1ichael Andrew Abner tell ~er husband Rondie J. ~~ard that he paid 

J 0 d Y L. \-J a r d's a 11 e 9 e S1 viC; '" i m s "M u r de r for B ire" to kill him. 

DIFFERENCE IN THE OUTCOME OF THE CASE 

Sin c e the t ria 1 j u r y n eve r he a r d t his a t the t irs t t ria 1 it'.; 0 u 1 d 

make a ditference in the putcome of the case if a new trial ' ... as 

granted; because the ju y coul8 infer reasonable d6ubt of 

Petitioner'S guilt 

------_ .... 
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(3) • Proffer Tes' imony of Michael Andrew Abner 

The testimony of Michael will show from the letter 

· ... ritten to Ll"nn ~oJard in 0, tober 2011 that he had something to 0 

with the Jody Lynn Ward (ase and that Jody will go home when e 

tells it; The testimony flom reasonable interence is that he did 

in tact pay Wilford Srown and Elton Rutledge Jr. to kill "Murdlr 

for Hire" Petitioner, Jod, Lynn Ward. 

Difference :. n the outcome of the case 
I 

Had the tirst trifil jury heard this atter-discover d 

evidence there's a rea.son~ble probability 

have been different because it raises 

Petitioner's guilt. 

that the result wou d 

reasonable doubt If 

· (4). PROFF!R TESTIMONY OF LYNN WARD 

That on or about Oct<:ber2011 she received a letter to her 

P.O. Box 923 addressed ieom Nichael Abner to her. 

DIFFERENCE IN THE OUTCOME OF THE CASE 

It will show that the fortier Exhibit letter trom Michael 

Abner was in fact the let~er inside the envelope that was 

addressed to his grandmother. 

( 5). PROFFER ,'''ESTIMONY OF ASHTON J. WARD 

That on or <lbout oct ober 2011 he ..... ent to his grandmothers 

dnd she told him that .sh~ had a letter trom Michael Abner which 



he took and otJened and ~ is testimony will 

Exhbit envelo~e and the attec was in fact 

I 

inside the envelo~e when~~ac it was o~ened. 

be 

the 

that th~ Fact i r 

let tee that \o,,ls 

DIFFERENCE IN THE OUTCOME OF THE CASE 

It .... ill show that the :E ortier Exhibit letter feom ~lichael A. 

Aunee wa::> ill fact the' let tee insioe the t:!nvelo~e that 

addeessed to his sranumothee. 

(6). PROFFER! TESTIMONY OF WESLEY LOCKLAIR 

That on or about Maech 2004 he conducted an inteeview 

vla/tel.ehone with "Ich.,l A. Abner Wh:ther he had involvemlnt 

with Jody Lynn Ward and at that h. 6'n~d having dny involvemlnt 

.... ith the case. 

DIFFERENCE IN THE OUTCOME OF THE CASE 

Peoves undec the eXI ecise ot (Jue (Jiligence my teial attoe ey 

<.:xet-cised clue oiliSience dnd that he did not know of tlis 

dfter-uiscoveeed eviuence that will change the eesults of my 

case. 

(7).PROFFER TESTIMONY OF MARGARET ANN KNEECE 

That on oe ~bout. Maech 2004 she conducted d inteeview 

via/tele~hone with Mich~~l A. Abnee whethec he had anything to do 

with my (2) alleged llIura~es <lnd at that time he denied having any 

involvement ' .. ith my case 

====-=---------._--- - -
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DIFFERENCE i THE OUTCOME OF THE CASE 

Proves under the exer ise ot due diligence my trial attorn y 

exercised due diligence nd that he did not know of thJs 

d f ter-o i scovercd eV idence th a t will chang e t he re~ ul ts of ,L 
case. 

, 
'1 
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ASHTON WARD 

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED B FORE ME 

NOTARY PUBLIC 

, 2012 
~,+"-.A.-,,,+-

MY COMM. EX P IRES .,/J:J4-~ 
--~"-"""t'--7'---

[ A.''', c~·~ ~ 

lsi f)rhlvl1 ,Tp.!> LV?lrJ 

Ashton Ward 

I . 

dated 4/ s() , 2012 
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AFFIDAVIT OF 

LYNN WARD 

_ ~.L-' \ 

Q\, ~~, 
-v'ce 
:J:'~'''' 
N' -4 .. :< 

.. ~ en N ;--, 

I hereby, Jody Lynn Wa d, 300644 acting as a pro se, litiga~d 
is true, and s w ear t hat the a f f ida v i t I' m abo u t tog i ve, her e i n 

correct to the best of my ility. 

On or about October 11 I was contacted by my son, AShto1 

J. ~/ard and was informed I ha t Michael A. Abner had wr i t ten a 

letter that was addressed i to my mother Lynn Ward, and that shJ 

called him and that he caJ over and at that time he opened thJ 

letter and forwarded a c py to me. I'm filing under the Dul 
Diligence for After-Discov~red Evidence. I herein state that thiJ 

ev idence in vol yes whether: I'm i nnocen t of the charg es of (2 J 

alleged murders vs. my gui~t. 
I 

Michael A. Abner 

14, 2000. Before my 

r1argaret Ann Kneece; and 

michael A. Abner and 

involvement in the case. 

It's just 

two murders dating back t 

me 

of 

that 

five times on or about December 

2004 my two trial attorney's 

Locklair did a interview . tl 
W1 I 

time he denied having any 

that he went back and confessed to 

1983 and 1988 2when he was arreste6 

for murdering a man in Ken ucky on or about January 2010. 

I~~ l.lW\t\e,. Ro"f,t. r. W~ ... h \f'tov-""d ~~ i-\o..t M\c.kQt,\ A. A~~e.~ Ci)..'lIej 

Q.W\j -h\~ 

\<.\\\ 

\-;,- +~oJ "e. ~;~ \f' 

~"'~ ~~ f; ... s+ T "\ ~ 

te>.~t ~c..~ ""''I [2.) 1-'"1'0 e>.\\t!.je.6 ,,;e+i_s 1u 

JI4,"1 n~'J~'f' "c-a..,:J -t~;i \~tO\,,~ll.t~o". 
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I meet all (5) criter a for After-Discovered Evidence; and f 
could not have discovered the evidence by exercise the exercis 

if Due-Diligence, see Sta e v. DeAn elis, cited as; 182 S.E.20. 

732 (1971). 

SWORN AND SUBSCRIBED Befo~e me 

EXf,Jires 

Respectfully 

Jody L. ~--Jard, 

"0 
Li er C.I. E-B 
P.O. Box 207 
Ridgeville, 

29472 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

CCUNTY OF GEORGETCWN 

Jody Lynn ~'Jard, 300644 
f\:ti ticner, 

v. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

» 

State of 
) 

South Carolina) 
P~t. ) 

N THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 
F R THE FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

03-GS-22-l030-l03l 

foOrlCN E(R mmmtH: (I 

, RKS KR ~ /K) DHRr 
I SERVIClS, R.Rl..Wa'IO: § 17-3-00 (b) 

n~ 
'r-£a3 
::x> 
~:< 
n:IE 
o::C 
c:=i' 
::0", 
~ 

c..., 
....a .~. 
~ - ~ ....a 

~ :JI: ,. 
-1 eo< 0" :E-

0' zr 
~rn 

. ." 00· 
3 c: z 

·N .... .. ;< r. en N ", 

Petitioner, Jody Ly n Ward, Pro se (awaiting appointed 

counsel) hereby moves, tJ'yrsuant to s.C. Code § l7-3-S0(b) fdr 

Expenditure of Funds for expert· services. In support of thJs 

motion, Petitioner apprise the Court of the following facts a~d 
legal principles. 

(l).Petitioner hereby seeks Investigator; forensic pathologist!; 

Forens i c Psych i a t r i s t ; and expert in cr i mes scene anal ys is 

and Criminal ~ersonality profiling; attorney. 

See: §l7-3-S0 Determinati n of fees. for appointed counsel and 

amounts; authori.ation to ex~eJld 
certain services. 

public defenders; ma 

maximums; payment 

ing in expacte tJcoceedinss thait 

I , services dre ceasonably necessa,y 

for representation of the l efendant the Court shall authori.e t~e 

such serv ices on behal f of tje 

§ 17-3-S0(b) upon 

investigative, expert, 

defendant's to 1 dttorney 

defendant dnd shall order the payment, for funds available to the 
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Office of Indigent Defens of fees and expenses not to exceed 

five hundred dollars as the Court considers appropriate. 

( 2) • Petitioner believes Indepe~denl 

Investigation are needed due to the extrem 

in good faith that 

circumstances of this 1 
(3). Michael A. Abner, a serial killer and the above name 

I 
expert witnesses cessary in th i s case as a rna t t er 0 t 

law. 1 
(4). Michael Andrew Abner stabbed Petitioner five times with 

wood chisel and was treated with stitches at GeorgetowA 

Memorial Hospital. 1 
(5). Petitioner is a mental health patient currently confine 

I 
within the S.C. Department of Corrections Services, and 

resides within Edisto Unit and also request expert serVices) 

(6). Petitioner believes i good faith that he needs funds" foJ 

indigent private investigator services due -to the fact thaJ 

~l i c h a e 1 A • A b n Ii! r has a 1 rea d y Y i v en a con f e s s ion tot h J 
Beloi 

pursuant to Fortier E hibit A; which reads ... as I gotthatl 

Internal Affairs af er he was questioned, See: 

~ffidavit from Ashton spilled coffee on it and 

tuck me to the Intern 1 Affairs Office asking me what it's 

told them truth that I ',Jas trying to make 1 about. I 

' ... rong right." 

See: State v. Bailey, 4 S.E.2d dt 506, also see: Ake v. 

Oklahoma, 470 u.S. 68 (19 wherefore, for all h f - I t e oregolng 
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eeasons, Petitioner ~t he has presented good cause f r 

i experl t ex~enditure of funds for: nvestigative services and other 

I 
services associated with his matter, and therefore respectfully 

ode Ann. I 17-3-S0(b). that the coutt 

eq ues t ed funds and thereby Order t fe 

payment, from funds av from the Office of Indigent 

Defense. Petitioner prays for any and all relief this Court deeLs 

eequest puesuant to S.C. 

issue oeder for the 

just and proper . 


